
   
CC Regular Session   7. 4.           
Meeting Date: 04/23/2019  
By: Tim Gladhill, Community Development

Information
Title:
Consider Funding Options for Clean Up Project for River Walk Village; Case of Village Bank 

Adopt Resolution #19-101 Authorizing Application for Metropolitan Council Tax Base Revitalization
Account Grant
Adopt Resolution #19-102 Authorizing Application and Local Match for Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic Development (DEED) Grant

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to consider authorization to apply for two cleanup grants related to River Walk Village.
This is not final approval of the grant nor final obligation of financial commitment under the grant. This is not the
traditional planning and zoning approval step for development projects, which would occur at a later date.

The City Council was introduced to this overall project in March 2019 in terms of subdivision design. It was noted
at that time that a significant cleanup project would be required, but did not discuss in detail. An unapproved
landfill operated on this site many decades ago. The end result is an area approximately one acre is size and
approximately 14 feet deep in areas comprising of construction waste. It should be noted that the landfill was not
created by the current owner. The current owner is Village Bank, who acquired the parcel through foreclosure.

Based on numerous soil explorations by the current owner or development prospects, no hazardous materials have
been found. It is essentially construction materials such as concrete, asphalt, wood, and roofing materials. Staff has
had numerous discussions with regulatory agencies over the past three years, and it is accepted that all materials
must be removed and brought to an approved landfill. There appears to be no scenario where improvements can be
made to the property on top of the debris field, and the debris field cannot be moved within the site.

The current development proposal is for 14 small lot, detached-single family homes (villas). Details on the land use
review component are not included in this case, as that discussion will occur at a later date. Tonight's discussion
focuses on authorization to apply for grant funds to assist with the clean up that also includes a requirement for a
local match. It is noted that regardless of the ultimate land use, this cleanup project must occur.

Notification:
Notification is not required for this stage. Notifications of this projects were sent via Standard US Mail to Property
Owners within 700 feet of the property of the Planning Commission Sketch Plan Review back in March, as
reflected by Anoka County Property Records. Notifications were not sent for this current case and are not required.

Observations/Alternatives:
Staff would like to discuss two related funding options to fund a majority of the cleanup costs (88%). With the two
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Staff would like to discuss two related funding options to fund a majority of the cleanup costs (88%). With the two
programs combined, the City would need to provide a local match of 13%. Total cleanup costs are estimated at
approximately $800,000 (planning level estimates only). Under this scenario, the City's local contribution would be
approximately $96,000. Staff would recommend that the City request these funds from the Anoka County Housing
and Redevelopment Authority (ACHRA).

The primary benefits are the removal of construction waste that was not properly disposed of in an approved
construction debris landfill, converting the site to a developable parcel. This must occur in any development
scenario. The costs of cleanup far exceed what a typical development pro-forma would be able to sustain.

Secondary benefits include, but are not limited to increasing tax base and providing a wider range of housing
options in the community. Due to the impacts of the property, very little taxes are generated on this parcel.
Additionally, after continued design review with the neighborhood over the past several years, Staff feels that the
current development proposal is generally compatible with the surrounding neighborhood, with continued
adjustments to be discussed at a later date.

Funding Source:
Under the proposed cost share proposal, 

75%/$600,000 = Contamination Cleanup Grant (DEED).
13%/$104,000 = Tax Base Revitalization Account (Metropolitan Council)
12%/$96,000 = City of Ramsey (ACHRA Account)

Recommendation:
Based on discussion. Staff recommends that the construction debris be removed from the site in any scenario.
Furthermore, Staff believes that the current cost share proposal is reasonable, and the most feasible option on the
table. That being said, the City is not obligated to support the Applications nor provide a local match. Without
assistance, it is unlikely the project will move forward, and most development projects proposed will have little
success moving forward.

Action:
Motion to adopt Resolutions #19-101 and #19-102 approving grant applications and local match authorization
related to River Walk Village.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Plan Set
Resolution #19-101 Metropolitan Council
Resolution #19-102 Department of Employment and Economic Development
Debris Field

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Kurt Ulrich
Form Started By: Tim Gladhill Started On: 03/29/2019 11:23 AM
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LOGIS

Print Date: February 14, 2019

Site Location Map

0 160 320 480 64080
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I hereby certify that this plan, specification

or report was prepared by me or under my

direct supervision and that I am a duly

Licensed Professional Engineer under

the laws of the State of Minnesota
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Thomas R. Balluff, L.S.

I hereby certify that this plan, specification

or report was prepared by me or under my

direct supervision and that I am a duly

Licensed Land Surveyor under

the laws of the State of Minnesota

Print Name:

Signature:

Date: License #:01/25/19 40361

DRAWN BY:

ISSUE DATE:

FILE NO: 1825
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Signature:

Date: License #:

Drawn:

Designed:

Date:

I hereby certify that this plan, specification

or report was prepared by me or under my

direct supervision and that I am a duly

Licensed Professional Engineer under

the laws of the State of Minnesota

1/25/19

ADB

1/25/19

Brian J. Krystofiak, P.E.
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Councilmember _____________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-101 
 

RESOLUTIONAUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR THE TAX BASE REVITALIZATION 
ACCOUNT 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey is a participant in the Livable Communities Act's Local 

Housing Incentives Account Program for 2019 as determined by the Metropolitan Council, and is 
therefore eligible to make application apply for funds under the Tax Base Revitalization Account; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has identified a contamination cleanup project within the City that 

meet the Tax Base Revitalization Account’s purposes and criteria and are consistent with and 
promote the purposes of the Metropolitan Livable Communities Act and the policies of the 
Metropolitan Council’s adopted metropolitan development guide; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has the institutional, managerial and financial capability to ensure 

adequate project and grant administration; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as 

stated in the contract grant agreements; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City finds that the required contamination cleanup will not occur through 

private or other public investment within the reasonably foreseeable future without Tax Base 
Revitalization Account grant funding; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City represents that it has undertaken reasonable and good faith efforts to 

procure funding for the activities for which Livable Communities Act Tax Base Revitalization 
Account funding is sought but was not able to find or secure from other sources funding that is 
necessary for cleanup completion and states that this representation is based on the following reasons 
and supporting facts: 

 
1. Cleanup is required to remove a decades old unapproved landfill. A majority of the 

debris appears to be construction waste. There is no known hazardous materials. 
2. Total Cleanup Costs exceed $800,000 as evidenced by multiple engineering studies. 
3. The City has exhausted multiple land use exercises in searching for a development 

scenario that could sustain cleanup costs. 
4. This is the second official development project scenario reviewed. A third unofficial 

proposal never moved forward.  
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 
1. The Community Development Director is authorized to submit an application for 

Metropolitan Council Tax Base Revitalization Account grant funds and,  
2. If the City is awarded a Tax Base Revitalization Account grant for this project, the City will 

be the grantee and agrees to act as legal sponsor to administer and be responsible for grant 
funds expended for the project contained in the Tax Base Revitalization grant application 
submitted on May 1, 2019 
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Resolution #19-101 
Page 2 of 2 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
_______________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 
 
and the following voted against the same: 

 
  
 

and the following abstained: 
 
  
 

and the following were absent: 
 
 Existing Vacancy 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 23th day of April, 2019. 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
       
City Clerk 
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Councilmember _____________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #19-102 
 

RESOLUTIONAUTHORIZING APPLICATION AND COMMITTING LOCAL MATCH 
FOR THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYEMENT AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CONTAMINATION CLEANUP GRANT 

 
WHEREAS, the City has identified a contamination cleanup project within the City that 

known as River Walk Village. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 
1. That the City of Ramsey approves the Contamination Cleanup Grant Application to be 

submitted to the Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED).  
2. That the City of Ramsey is located within the seven county metropolitan area as defined in 

section 473.121, subdivision 2, and is participating in the local housing incentives program 
under section 473.254. 

3. That the City of Ramsey shall act as the legal sponsor for the project contained in the 
Contamination Cleanup Grant Program to be submitted on May 1, 2019 and that the 
Community Development Director is hereby authorized to apply to the Department of 
Employment and Economic Development for funding on behalf of the City of Ramsey. 

4. That the City of Ramsey has the legal authority to apply for financial assistance, and the 
institutional, managerial, and financial capability to ensure adequate project administration.  

5. That the sources and amounts of the local match identified in the application are committed 
to the project identified.  

6. That the City of Ramsey has not violated any Federal, State or local laws pertaining to fraud, 
bribery, graft, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other unlawful or corrupt practice. 

7. That upon approval by the state, the City of Ramsey may enter into an agreement with the 
State of Minnesota for the above-referenced project(s) and that the City of Ramsey certifies 
that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulation as stated in all contract documents. 

8. That the Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized to execute such agreements as 
are necessary to implement the project on behalf of the Applicant.  

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
_______________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 
 
and the following voted against the same: 

 
  
 

and the following abstained: 
 
  
 

and the following were absent: 
 
 Existing Vacancy 
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Resolution #19-101 
Page 2 of 2 

 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 23th day of April, 2019. 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
       
City Clerk 
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