
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, April 15, 2019

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

             

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1.   Approve Meeting Minutes Dated March 18, 2019
 

5. Policy Board Business
 

1.   Appoint Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
 

2.   Consider Request for a Variance to Buildnig Setbacks to the Ordinary High Watermark at 15637 Juniper
Ridge Drive (Project No.19-114); Case of Adny Gilbertson

 

3.   Review Preliminary Plat for Property at 6080 Highway 10 NW (Project No. 18-163); Case of Village
Bank

 

4.   Review Current EPB Work Plan
 

6. Board/Staff Input

 

7. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services
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Meeting Date: 04/15/2019  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes Dated March 18, 2019

Action:

Attachments
EPB Meeting Minutes Dated March 18, 2019

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill JoAnn Shaw 04/12/2019 12:52 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 04/11/2019 10:22 AM
Final Approval Date: 04/12/2019 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
On Monday, March 18, 2019, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council Chambers 
at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Michael Valentine 
   Board Member Jane Covart 
   Board Member Michael Hiatt 
   Board Member Laura Moore 
 
Members Absent:  Board Member Reid Bernard 
   Board Member Melissa Fetterley 
   Board Member Michael Madison 
 
Also Present:  City Planner Chris Anderson 
   City Council Liaison Melody Shryock  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Valentine called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Board Member Hiatt and seconded by Board Member Covart to approve the agenda as 
submitted. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Valentine, Board Member Hiatt, Covart, and Moore.  
Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Bernard, Fetterley, and Madison. 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 
 
4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated February 25, 2019 
 
Motion by Board Member Covart and seconded by Board Member Moore to approve the regular 
meeting minutes dated February 25, 2019. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Valentine, Board Member Covart, Moore, Hiatt, and 
Moore.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Bernard, Fetterley, and Madison. 
 
5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 
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5.01: Review Site Plan and Final Plat for The Sapphire (Project No. 18-138); Case of PSD  
 

City Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the purpose of this case is to 
review a proposed Site Plan and Final Plat for a project known as The Sapphire, located at the 
southeast corner of Center Street and Ramsey Parkway.  The proposal is for a four story, 118-unit 
apartment building that mirrors the existing Parkview East building just to the east.  The property 
is located within The COR Sub-District 1 (Mixed Use COR) and is subject to The COR Design 
Framework.  The City’s Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) does not identify any significant 
natural areas within the subject property.  The entirety of the subject property is classified as “urban 
with little vegetative cover” per the Minnesota Land Cover Classification System (MLCCS).  The 
subject property is devoid of any significant trees and thus, there is no need for a Tree Inventory 
and Preservation Plan.  There are no identified wetlands on the subject property per the National 
Wetlands Inventory (NWI) nor any floodplain areas present. 
 
Motion by Board Member Hiatt and seconded by Board Member Covart to recommend approval 
of the Landscape Plan contingent upon compliance with the Staff Review Letter. 
 
Further discussion: Councilmember Shryock asked if the landscape plans are reviewed for safety 
on larger projects.  City Planner Anderson stated that the safety issues that are reviewed are in 
regard to landscaping near intersections to avoid site obstructions.  He stated that the City has not 
implemented review of landscaping from other safety aspects.  He noted that part of the safety 
concerns sometimes arise from placement of evergreens and advised that this request does not 
include many evergreens.  He stated that if the Board is interested, there could be further discussion 
on that type of review/policy.  Councilmember Shryock stated that as The COR starts to fill in 
with large developments, they should be mindful of the environment as they continue to design, 
she provided the example of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED).  
Chairperson Valentine confirmed the consensus of the Board to further discuss the topic.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Valentine, Board Member Hiatt, Covart, and Moore.  
Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Bernard, Fetterley, and Madison. 
 
Board Member Hiatt stated that he would love to see some additional trees incorporated in the 
large open areas. 
 
City Planner Anderson confirmed the consensus of the Board to ask the applicant to explore 
additional options for landscaping within the parking area.   
 
5.02: Ramsey’s Closed Landfill Site Solar Potential Assessment  
 

City Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the MN Brightfields Initiative is 
a program exploring the potential and feasibility of developing renewable energy on Closed 
Landfill Program (CLP) sites.  This initiative includes a wide array of state and federal agencies, 
as well as various associations and organization, including the Council of Development Finance 
Agencies (CDFA).  A primary focus of the MN Brightfields Initiative is to mitigate greenhouse 
gas emissions from CLP sites (estimated are that CLP sites account for about one fifth of all state 
agencies’ greenhouse gas emissions).  Ramsey’s CLP site was identified by the MN Brightfields 
Initiative as a potential candidate for further analysis, at least in part due to the larger boundary of 
state (MPCA) owned land compared to the actual waste footprint (the landfill itself).  Recently, 
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City of Ramsey staff were informed that the CDFA’s Brownfields Technical Assistance Program 
selected Ramsey’s CLP site for free technical assistance in assessing the site’s solar potential.  The 
City will be working with the MN Brightfields Initiative to identify stakeholders for inclusion in 
a future on site meeting to discuss the potential economic asset the CLP site could be.   
 
Chairperson Valentine stated that this is very intriguing and a great way to use a poor-quality 
property. 
 
Board Member Hiatt asked the acreage of the landfill. 
 
City Planner Anderson estimated about 260 acres. 
 
Board Member Hiatt asked the size of the solar array that was recently approved/constructed. 
 
City Planner Anderson replied that solar array is 20 to 30 acres. 
 
Board Member Hiatt stated that it is good to move in this direction.  He stated that this could be 
an ideal location and could be moved up in scale to have a larger impact.   
 
City Planner Anderson stated that the PCA is sending crews out to mow two or three times per 
year.  He stated that if something were to happen, there would be a potential to convert the 
landscaping into a more native, pollinator friendly landscape.   
 
Chairperson Valentine asked if the process includes an environmental review. 
 
City Planner Anderson stated that is some of the information that they hope to gain from this 
exploration.  He stated that there are a lot of unknowns and this process will provide some answers.   
 
Board Member Covart stated that in the past Connexus had an ability for homeowners to buy into 
the solar field.  She asked if that would be an option for this activity. 
 
City Planner Anderson stated that Connexus is not involved in the discussion at this time.   
 
5.03: Arbor Day Event Update  
 
City Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the purpose of this case is provide 
an update to the EPB regarding a planned Arbor Day activity with Ramsey Elementary School.  
The planting event will occur on Arbor Day, which in Minnesota is always the last Friday in April 
(this year April 26th).  The MN DNR will also be assisting in the tree planting activity by providing 
the seedlings to be planted in the Environmental Learning Area (ELA).  Staff was unfortunately 
unable to attend the initial planning meeting for the event but did receive a follow up email from 
the school with some information.  Planting by students will occur from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
Staff has been asked to try and provide a couple volunteers to assist with the planting activities 
and to see if a water truck may be available for use that day as well.  He stated that this would be 
a great opportunity to infuse some excitement and education about the benefits that trees provide 
in the community and encouraged EPB member to assist with the event if possible. 
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6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 
 
Board Member Moore reminded the Board of the upcoming environmental conference on April 
13th. 
 

 Photo Contest Entries and Proposed Winners 
 
City Planner Anderson stated that the City offers a photo contest each year.  He stated that in past 
years the EPB has provided a recommendation on winners.  He explained that in order to 
streamline the process, the winners are being chosen by the Parks and Recreation Commission and 
then certified by the City Council.  He stated that he included all the submittals and the proposed 
winners for informational purposes.  
 
Chairperson Valentine thanked staff for sharing the photos. 
 
Councilmember Shryock agreed that there were a lot of great photos this year.  She asked if all the 
photos would be available on the City website once submitted. 
 
City Planner Anderson stated that he understands that in order to submit the photo as part of the 
contest, the resident is acknowledging that the City has full use of the photos for the website or 
promotional use.  He stated that some of the entries from last year are currently being circulated 
on the City’s website. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Board Member Covart and seconded by Board Member Moore to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:14 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________ 
Chris Anderson 
City Planner 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
JoAnn Shaw 
Community Development Secretary 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple, TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Appoint Chairperson and Vice Chairperson

Purpose/Background:
Each year, the Commissions and Boards appoint officers. Currently, Mr. Michael Valentine serves as Chairperson
and Mr. Mike Hiatt serves as the Vice Chair.

Action:
Motion to appoint _______ as Chairperson of the Environmental Policy Board through March 2020.

-and-

Motion to appoint _______ as Vice Chairperson of the Environmental Policy Board through March 2020.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill JoAnn Shaw 04/12/2019 12:52 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 04/11/2019 09:10 AM
Final Approval Date: 04/12/2019 
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Meeting Date: 04/15/2019  
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Development

Information
Title:
Consider Request for a Variance to Buildnig Setbacks to the Ordinary High Watermark at 15637 Juniper Ridge
Drive (Project No.19-114); Case of Adny Gilbertson

Purpose/Background:
The City has received an application from Andy Gilbertson (the "Applicant") for a variance to building setbacks to
the ordinary high watermark (OHW) on the property located at 15637 Juniper Ridge Drive (the "Subject Property").
The Applicant is proposing to construct a twenty-four foot by twenty-eight foot (24' x 28') detached accessory
building (the "Accessory Building") within the required setback from the OHW of the Rum River.

Observations/Alternatives:
The Subject Property is 1.35 acres in size and is located within the R-1 Residential (MUSA) zoning district. The
surrounding properties are also zoned R-1 Residential (MUSA) and range in size from about 0.75 acres to about 3.5
acres. While within the Metropolitan Urban Service Area (MUSA), which typically indicates that properties are
served by municipal sewer and water, this neighborhood is still on private services (individual wells and septic
systems).

The Subject Property is located within the Scenic River Protection Overlay District (the "Overlay District"), which
has more stringent standards than the R-1 Residential (MUSA) zoning district. The intent of the Overlay District is
to protect and preserve the natural, recreational, and scenic values of the river, including the views from the river.
Within the Overlay District, buildings are to be setback from the OHW at least 150 feet, and from the bluff line,
defined in City Code as a line that generally follows the river bank where the slope changes greater than 12% to
less than 12%, at least thirty (30) feet. 

The home on the Subject Property does not appear to meet the required setback from the OHW. However, the
Subject Property is located within the Plat of Reilly Estates, which was approved in 1976. The home on the Subject
Property was constructed in 1978 and appeared to comply with all regulations in place at that time. The Overlay
District was not adopted by the Ramsey City Council until 1981. Thus, the existing home is considered lawful,
non-conforming.

The proposed Accessory Building would be located at the northern edge of the existing driveway. The northwest
corner of the Accessory Building would be located approximately 100 feet from the OHW of the Rum River. The
Applicant has noted that their septic system is on the east side of the home, eliminating that area from consideration.
Additionally, per City Code, while the Accessory Building can be located nearer the front property line than the
home (since this is a riparian lot), it still must comply with the required front yard setback (30 feet), which is not
possible due to the septic system location.

Due to the angle of the Subject Property, which follows the river corridor, the slope of the bank (steeper in the
northwest and more gradual to the northeast), and the existing tree cover, the proposed location appears to best meet
the intent of the Overlay District in terms of maintaining scenic views from the river. It does not appear that the
Accessory Building could be positioned elsewhere on the Subject Property such that it met the required setbacks
without significant tree removal and/or increasing its visibility from the river. Furthermore, the proposed location
would not require additional paving, which helps limit the amount of impervious surfacing on the Subject Property
and thus limits the amount of 'new' runoff that would be generated. 



Staff is generally supportive of the requested variance. However, a condition that could be considered would be
stipulating the need to plant additional trees between the river and the Accessory Building. This would not only add
additional screening but would also help capture more rainfall and thereby assists offsetting stormwater runoff to
the river.

Funding Source:
The Applicant is responsible for all costs associated with this request.

Action:
Motion to recommend Planning Commission approve the requested variance contingent upon the Applicant
planting additional native trees between the Accessory Building and the river.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Aerial View with Contours and Garage
Aerial View from River
View of Proposed Site from River
View of Potential Alternative Site from River
Septic Drawing Diagram

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill JoAnn Shaw 04/12/2019 12:52 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 04/11/2019 10:25 AM
Final Approval Date: 04/12/2019 
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Meeting Date: 04/15/2019  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Review Preliminary Plat for Property at 6080 Highway 10 NW (Project No. 18-163); Case of Village Bank

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to review a Preliminary Plat for a subdivision of the property located at 6080 Highway
10 NW (the "Subject Property"). The Subject Property is currently zoned both R-1 Residential (MUSA) and E-1
Employment. The Preliminary Plat shows fourteen (14) detached villa lots plus three (3) outlots that will contain
the storm water pond, infiltration basin, and trail (part of the Mississippi River Trail). A Comprehensive Plan
Amendment and a Zoning Amendment will be required based on the proposed use, lot dimensions and density.

The Environmental Policy Board (EPB) did review the Sketch Plan for this project in February of this year. At that
time, the EPB provided several recommendations, which included addressing density transitioning on the west side
of the project, adding additional plantings along the northern boundary for buffering purposing, and exploring the
potential of relocating the proposed stormwater pond outside of the floodplain.

It should be noted that in 2014-2015, the Subject Property did receive Final Plat approval for a seven (7) lot single
family residential subdivision. At that time, work began in terms of tree removal and grading. However, additional
soil borings were completed that did identify buried debris above fifteen (15) feet below the surface. Due to the
costs associated with removing the buried debris, the project was never completed. Village Bank (the "Applicant")
is now seeking grant funds to assist with the debris removal.

Observations/Alternatives:
Natural Areas
The City's Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) does identify an altered/non-native deciduous forest on the Subject
Property. This would not constitute a high value natural area and some of the wooded area had previously been
removed (per the now defunct previous subdivision). The remainder of the Subject Property is classified as 'urban
with vegetative cover' or 'urban with little vegetative cover' per the Minnesota Land Cover Classification System
(MLCCS).

Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA) Overlay District
Only the very southwestern corner of the Subject Property falls within the MRCCA Overlay District. None of the
proposed residential lots fall within this part of the Subject Property. Outlot A, which does lie within the overlay
district, does meet the minimum lot size of 20,000 square feet for a riparian parcel. There are no buildings proposed
within the overlay district.

At the time of Sketch Plan, the submittal did not include a Tree Preservation or Landscape Plan (not required as
part of Sketch Plan review). However, we are now in receipt of both and the developer is proposing to remove all
trees that appear to be located within the MRCCA. While selective removal of trees may be permissible (as long as
a continuous canopy cover can be maintained), City Code Sec. 117-148(f) states that no clear cutting shall occur
within 200 feet of the Ordinary High Watermark (OHW). Thus, it appears that modifications to the plans will be
necessary.

Shoreland Regulations
While not officially located within the City's Shoreland Overlay District (presumably due to the Mississippi River



being part of MRCCA, which is more restrictive), compliance with the State's shoreland rules is required for the
portion of the land outside the MRCCA boundary. Staff is working through this with DNR staff to determine how
this segment of the river is classified so that the appropriate bulk standards are utilized (e.g. lot width, setbacks from
OHW and bluff-line, etc.). Staff is asking for additional information to be included on certain plan sheets to verify
compliance with the applicable standards.

Floodplains
Portions of the Subject Property fall within the Floodway and Flood Fringe floodplain boundaries. The Floodway
area is isolated directly adjacent to the Mississippi River and does not appear to be impacted at all by the proposed
subdivision. All three (3) outlots, plus the proposed lots on Blocks 2 and 3, all lie within or at least contain portions
of the Flood Fringe designation. Fill can be used to elevate structures in the Flood Fringe to ensure that the lowest
floor elevation is at or above the Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation (RFPE). Per the Grading Plan, it appears
that the lowest floor of all of these buildings will comply with the RFPE standard, but an Elevation Certificate,
prepared by a licensed surveyor, will be needed for each of the lots in Blocks 2 and 3 to verify compliance.

At the time of Sketch Plan review by the EPB, Staff had not heard back from MN DNR staff regarding siting a
stormwater pond within a floodplain. However, since then, Staff has received communication from DNR floodplain
staff stating that there is nothing that prohibits this design. Again though, based on the MRCCA standards regarding
vegetation management, it appears that modifications will be necessary and this may result in relocating the
stormwater pond.

Density Transitioning
Due to the adjacent, existing residential neighborhood, Density Transitioning is required along the western
boundary of the Subject Property. If landscaping is used to satisfy this requirement, the vegetative buffer will need
to be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet in width and be held in common ownership. Within this buffer area, for
every 100 feet of property boundary, there shall be two (2) overstory trees, two (2) evergreen trees, and two (2)
understory trees and plant sizes shall be a minimum of 2.5 inch caliper, six (6) feet in height, and 1.5 inch caliper,
respectively. 

The Developer had submitted a revised Landscape Plan in March that appeared to sufficiently address the density
transitioning requirements with landscaping. However, with their official submittal, the Landscape Plan no longer
includes those additional plantings. Staff has noted in the Staff Review Letter that additional plantings along the
western side of the project must be included to satisfy this requirement.

Tree Preservation
This submittal did include a Tree Preservation Plan. As proposed, all trees within the southwestern corner of the
site (within the MRCCA) would be removed to accommodate a stormwater pond. Per MRCCA standards in City
Code, clear cutting within 200 feet of the OHW is not permitted. The plans will need to be modified to avoid clear
cutting within the MRCCA overlay district. Aside from the aforementioned needed adjustments, the Tree
Preservation Plan does appear to comply with current standards through reforestation efforts as outlined in the
Landscape Plan.

Landscaping
A Landscape Plan has been received and is generally acceptable with the exception of the density transitioning.
Additional plantings will be needed to buffer the proposed use from the existing neighborhood to the west. Staff has
outlined this in the Staff Review Letter. Understanding that some tree removal can occur within the MRCCA, a
recommendation by Staff would be to require additional new plantings nearer the river. Additionally, rather than a
commercial turf seed mix, Staff would recommend utilizing a seed mix with deeper rooting species.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this project are the Applicant's responsibility.

Action:
Motion to recommend approval with the Staff Review Letter contingent upon compliance with the Staff Review



Motion to recommend approval with the Staff Review Letter contingent upon compliance with the Staff Review
Letter.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Aerial View with Contours and Floodplain
Existing Conditions
Preliminary Site Plan
Grading Plan
Tree Preservation Plan
Landscape Plan
Aerial with MRCCA Overlay District
Staff Review Letter

Form Review
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1.1. OAK AND EVERGREEN OVER 4 DBH
1.2. ALL TREES OVER 8 DBH
2. REMOVAL THRESHOLD
2.1. AT LEAST 40% OF THE EXISTING SIGNIFICANT TREE DBH SHALL BE RETAINED ON-SITE
2.2. FOR EVERY SIGNIFICANT DBH REMOVED ABOVE THE 40%, REPLACE AT 1.25%

SIGNIFICANT TREES (OAK / EVERGREEN)
SIGNIFICANT TREES (ALL OTHERS)
TOTAL DBH ON SITE -

40% TO REMAIN ON-SITE
60% ALLOWABLE REMOVAL

TOTAL TREES TO REMAIN
BROKEN TREES
TREES REMOVED
TOTAL REPLACEMENT TREES
REPLACEMENT X 1.25% - TOTAL REPLACEMENT DBH

195DBH / 2.5DBH = 78 REPLACEMENT TREES

TREE REMOVAL/REPLACEMENT SUMMARY
REPLACEMENT/CREDIT
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1,829 dbh
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430 dbh
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- 1252 dbh
156 dbh
195 dbh
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TREE PRESERVATION PLAN1
TP1
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TREE PRESERVATION PLAN
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LANDSCAPE PLAN

L1

  NATIVE WET PRAIRIE MN SEED MIX 34-371 (OLD BWSR W3)

 WETLAND FRINGE MN SEED MIX 33-261 (OLD BWSR U6)

 COMMERCIAL TURF - SOD  SOD

MNDOT 260 MN SEED MIX 25-131 (OLD MNDOT 260) &
ALL AREAS DISTURBED BY 
CONSTRUCTION NOT INTENDED (USE EROSION CONTROL BLANKET
SODDED, OR RETENTION BASINS FOR SLOPES OVER 3:1)

   MESIC GENERAL ROADSIDE      MN SEED MIX 25-131
FOR GENERAL STABILIZATION  (USE EROSION CONTROL BLANKET
OF PAD AREAS FOR SLOPES OVER 3:1)

HARDWOOD MULCH (NATURAL COLOR)
SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH

1/2" CRUSHED GRANITE CRUSHED QUARRY GRANITE

 

SEED MIXTYPESYM.

SEED MIX LEGEND (FOR ALL SHEETS)

· OVERSTORY / EVERGREEN TREES

MINIMUM OF  TWO TREES PER LOT 
(14 Lots x 2) =  28 TREES

· TREE PRESERVATION REPLACEMENT TREES =  78 TREES
               TOTAL REQUIRED = 106 TREES

· TOTAL TREES PROPOSED ON SITE =127 TREES

* TWO TREES PER LOT SHALL BE INSTALLED BY THE BUILDER/HOMEOWNER.

CITY of RAMSEY LANDSCAPE CODE

QUANTITIES SHOWN IN THE PLANTING SCHEDULE ARE FOR THE CONTRACTOR'S CONVENIENCE.
CONTRACTOR TO VERIFY QUANTITIES SHOWN ON THE PLAN.

BOTANICAL NAME

DECIDUOUS TREES

KEY COMMON NAME

2.5" BB 6

SIZE ROOT QTY.

Gleditsia triacanthos 
SHADEMASTER HONEYLOCUST

2.5" BB 6Celtis occidentalis HACKBERRY

2.5" BB 10Acer rubrum 'Nothwoods' NORTHHWOODS MAPLE

var. inermis 'Shademaster'HL

HB

RM

ORNAMENTAL TREES

AUTUMN BRILLIANCE 1.5" BB 13Amelanchier x grandiflora
'Autumn Brilliance'SB

ST
RA

IT
 L

EA
DE

R
N

O
 "V

" C
RO

TC
H

SPRING SNOW CRABAPPLE 1.5" BB 5Malus x 'Spring Snow'SS

EVERGREEN TREES

BLACK HILLS SPRUCE 6' BB 12Picea glauca var. DensataBH

FU
LL

 F
O

RM
TO

 G
RA

DE

LANDSCAPE LEGEND

ST
RA

IT
 L

EA
DE

R 
N

O
 "V

" C
RO

TC
H

INSTALL
HEIGHT

MATURE
HEIGHT

10' 50'

15' 50'

14' 50'

SERVICEBERRY
8' 20'

6' 40'

8' 25'

CH CANADIAN HEMLOCKTsuga canadensis 96' BB 6' 40'

585' BBThuja occidentalis 'Holmstrup'RC 4' 10'

BF BALSAM FIRAbies Balsamea 76' BB 6' 40'

EXISTING GRADE

GUY WIRE WITH WEBBING

FLAGGING- ONE PER WIRE

PLANTING SOIL MIXTURE (SEE SPEC.)

MINIMUM 1/2 WIDTH OF ROOT BALL

4"-6" SHREDDED BARK

MULCH

UNDISTURBED OR STABILIZED

SUBSOIL

NOTE:  GUY ASSEMBLY  OPTIONAL BUT

CONTRACTOR ASSUMES FULL

RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTAINING TREE

IN A PLUMB POSITION FOR THE

DURATION OF THE GUARANTEE PERIOD

GUY ASSEMBLY- 16"

POLYPROPYLENE OR POLYETHYLENE

(40 MIL) 1-1/2" WIDE STRAP (TYP)

DOUBLE STRAND 10 GA. WIRE, 2-7"

ROLLED STEEL POSTS (MnDOT 3401)

@ 180° O.C. (SEE STAKING DIAGRAM)

COORDINATE

STAKING TO INSURE

UNIFORM

ORIENTATION OF GUY

LINES AND STAKES

2. TRIM OUT DEAD WOOD AND WEAK AND/OR

DEFORMED TWIGS. DO NOT CUT A LEADER. DO

NOT PAINT CUTS.

4. PLACE PLANT IN PLANTING HOLE WITH

BURLAP AND WIRE BASKET, (IF USED), INTACT.

BACKFILL WITHIN APPROXIMATELY 12" OF THE

TOP OF ROOTBALL, WATER PLANT.  REMOVE

TOP 1/3

OF THE BASKET OR THE TOP TWO

HORIZONTAL RINGS, WHICHEVER IS GREATER.

REMOVE ALL BURLAP AND NAILS FROM TOP

1/3 OF THE BALL.  REMOVE ALL TWINE.

3. SET PLANT ON UNDISTURBED NATIVE SOIL

OR THOROUGHLY COMPACTED BACKFILL SOIL.

INSTALL PLANT SO THE ROOT FLARE IS AT OR

UP TO 2" ABOVE THE FINISHED GRADE.

6. WATER TO SETTLE PLANTS AND FILL

VOIDS.

5. PLUMB AND BACKFILL WITH

BACKFILL SOIL.

7. WATER WITHIN TWO HOURS OF

INSTALLATION.  WATERING MUST BE

SUFFICIENT TO THOROUGHLY SATURATE

ROOT BALL AND PLANTING HOLE.

8. PLACE MULCH WITHIN 48 HOURS OF

THE SECOND WATERING UNLESS SOIL

MOISTURE IS EXCESSIVE.

1. SCARIFY BOTTOM AND SIDES OF HOLE

PRIOR TO PLANTING

HOLMSTRUP ARBORVITAE





CITY OF RAMSEY LAND USE APPLICATION 

TECHNICAL REVIEW FILE 
 

DATE FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

REVISED: APRIL 12, 2019 

PROJECT 

ADDRESS  

6080 HIGHWAY 10 

PROJECT. TITLE 6080 HIGHWAY 10 

ESCROW # 116795 

DEPARTMENT: Community Development: Planning  Division (Landscape Plan & Natural 

Resources) 

TECHNICAL REVIEWER: 
Name:  Chris Anderson 
Phone:  763-433-9817 
Email:  canderson@cityoframsey.com  

 
We offer the following comments regarding the civil engineering plans prepared by Carlson McCain and 
dated January 25, 2019, revised April 4, 2019:  
 

Sheet 2 (Existing Conditions) 

 Add the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA) Overlay District boundary layer to 
this and all other applicable plan sheets. 
 

Sheet 5 (Preliminary Site & Utility Plan) 

 Need to add MRCCA layer to this sheet.  Adjustments to proposed improvements may be 
necessary based on standards in this overlay district. 

 Add contours to this sheet.  Shoreland rules will apply and there is a 30 foot setback required 
from bluff-lines (defined as where the slope becomes steeper than 12%). 

 Show specific setback from bluff-line for Lots 4-5, Block 3. 
 
Sheet 6 (Preliminary Grading & Erosion Control Plan) 

 Tree Save Fencing must be included on this sheet (symbol is in legend but doesn’t show up on the 
plan sheet anywhere). 

 Silt Fence shall be installed no closer than 16.5 feet from the normal water level of the 
stormwater pond and infiltration basin.  Existing vegetation within this required setback area shall 
be left undisturbed throughout grading, construction, and landscaping aspects of the project. 

 Finished fill elevation shall not be lower than one (1) foot below the RFPE and must extend out at 
least fifteen (15) feet from each structure. 

 Elevation Certificates (as-built elevations) will be required for all new homes on Blocks 2 & 3 to 
confirm compliance with RFPE.  This will be addressed in the Development Agreement. 
 

Sheet L1 (Landscaping) 

 Either add detail for deciduous tree planting or modify the coniferous tree planting detail to 
address both. 

 Any in-ground irrigation shall be equipped with rain sensors and some form of water efficient 
technology, such as a weather based smart controller.  An Irrigation Permit is required prior to 
installation of any irrigation system. 

mailto:canderson@cityoframsey.com


Review File:  

6080 Highway 10: Landscaping and Natural Resources  

Page 2 of 2 

 

 The plan is deficient of the Density Transitioning requirements along the western boundary of 
the site.  A revised Landscape Plan had been submitted (dated January 25, 2019) that included 
additional plantings that appeared to satisfy this requirement but those are not shown on this 
plan.  Additional plantings must be included on Outlot A and the portion of Outlot B that is 
between Lot 1, Block 2 and the existing home to the west.  

 The southwest portion of the site (southern part of Outlot B) is within the MRCCA, which 
prohibits clear cutting within 200 feet of the OHW of the Mississippi River.  Adjustments will 
likely be necessary to avoid the proposed clear cutting to accommodate the stormwater pond. 

 If some trees are removed within the MRCCA boundary, additional trees shall be replanted in 
this general vicinity to reestablish canopy cover. 

 The Landscape Legend includes RC in the key for Holmstrup Arborvitae; however, RC is not 
shown on the plan anywhere.  The plan does show a symbol of HA, but that is not included in the 
legend.  Correct this discrepancy. 

 A seed mix with deeper rooting species shall be utilized adjacent to the river. 
 
Sheet T1 (Tree Preservation) 

 The southwest portion of the site (southern part of Outlot B) is within the MRCCA, which 
prohibits clear cutting within 200 feet of the OHW of the Mississippi River.  Add the MRCCA 
layer to this sheet.  Per City Code Section 117-148(f), no clear cutting may occur within this 
overlay district, which will likely require modifications to the ponding/grading/drainage plans. 

 Tree save fencing must be included on this sheet as well as the grading plan around all trees 
proposed to be saved. 
 

 

 



   
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   5. 4.           
Meeting Date: 04/15/2019  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Review Current EPB Work Plan

Purpose/Background:
The EPB has a City Council approved Work Plan for 2017-2019. As the City Council is beginning to wrap up their
strategic planning for 2019, Staff thought it would a good time to briefly review the current plan and begin brain
storming topics for future consideration. The intention is not to develop a new work plan this evening, but rather to
initiate some discussion on possible topics of interest or importance to the EPB.

Observations/Alternatives:
Pollinator Initiatives
The City did complete a 'Monarch Trail' in 2018, which converted about seven (7) acres of land along a segment of
the Lake Itasca Trail to native prairie vegetation. There was a greater emphasis placed on vegetation favored by
monarchs, such as milkweed. The City also joined the Mayors for Monarchs program, with the former Mayor
signing the official proclamation. Additionally, the City also partnered with the city of Andover in 2018 in a
self-guided native landscape/garden tour. There were three (3) properties in Ramsey that participated and those
property owners were able to showcase their landscapes and talk to those that took the tour. 

Mississippi River Shoreline Stabilization
Late in 2015, the Anoka Conservation District (ACD) completed a shoreline inventory of the Mississippi River
through Ramsey to identify areas of concern related to bank erosion. This information will be useful if and when
grant opportunities arise for stabilization projects. While there has not been much progress on this item, the City
does have the data and, as time permits, Staff will begin to develop a strategy on how best to proceed.

Reduce Demand on Groundwater
In 2017, the EPB recommended the City amend its regulations to eliminate the requirement for in-ground irrigation
systems, as it seemed counter intuitive to reducing the demand on groundwater. However, the recommendation was
to also require any new irrigation system be equipped with some sort of water efficient technology, such as a
weather based smart controller, soil moisture sensor(s), etc. The City Council supported that recommendation and
amended City Code. More recently, the EPB supported a modification to the topsoil standard with the caveat that
the City research and implement an incentive program to retrofit existing irrigation systems with better technologies
that are now available. In fact, this topic came up during the City Council's strategic planning sessions, and appears
that it is now on their radar as well. This is a topic that will continue to be explored with the potential of
implementation in 2020.

Organics
The City has implemented a drop-off organics recycling program. It was rolled out in the summer of 2017 and
participation has steadily grown over the first year and a half (approximately 150 participants). Through the
drop-off program to date, participants have recycled 15,146 pounds of organic waste (7.57 tons). Staff has been
utilizing the website, Ramsey Resident, and Ramsey Recycler primarily as a means to promote the program.
Furthermore, Anoka County also does some promotion of organics recycling as well.

Action:
Based on discussion.



Based on discussion.

Attachments
EPB Work Plan

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill JoAnn Shaw 04/12/2019 12:52 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 04/12/2019 11:57 AM
Final Approval Date: 04/12/2019 



Environmental Policy Board Work Plan 2017 – 2019 
 
 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The Environmental Policy Board (EPB) will promote environmental awareness and conservation practice by citizens by advising the City Council on policy issues, 

review of new development proposals, communication and education.  Through careful review, the EPB will present multiple perspectives, ideas, and new 

technologies that promote both discovery and accountability. 

 
 

Initiative Department Tactics Initiation 
Date 

Completion 
Date 

Additional 
Resources 
Required 

Additional 
Tools 
Required 

Responsible 
Party 

Key Outcome Indicators/Metrics 

Enhance 
Protection of 
Natural 
Resources 

Community 
Development/
Parks 

EPB 1.1 – Ensure sustainability of food 
supply and food web by promoting 
pollinator friendly practices and 
initiatives. 

2017 2018 0.25 FTE TBD Anderson/ 
Riverblood 

 Create polices to maintain and 
expand pollinator friendly 
landscapes on public lands 
through collaboration with the 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

 Improve communications and 
resources regarding pollinators to 
residents and businesses 

 Community 
Development 

EPB 1.2 – Protect water quality of 
Mississippi River from additional 
sediment loading due to shoreline 
erosion 

2017 2019 0.25 FTE TBD Anderson 
 

 Identify impacted properties 
owners interested in participating 
in bank stabilization projects 

 Identify applicable grant programs 
as source of funding for projects 

 Community 
Development/
Public Works 

EPB 1.3 – Extend the longevity of 
drinking water supply by reducing 
demand on groundwater  

2017 2018 0.25 FTE TBD Anderson  Develop incentives and or 
programs to promote water 
conservation throughout 
community 

 Develop resources and establish 
means to distribute the information 
to the general public 

 Community 
Development 

EPB 1.4 – Reduce amount of material 
entering waste stream and explore 
more reuse options 

2017 2017 0.25 FTE None Anderson 
 

 Implement an organics recycling 
pilot program to divert largest 
component of trash (organics) to 
reusable product (compost) 

 Improve communications and 
resources regarding composting to 
residents and businesses 
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