
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Park and Recreation Commission
Thursday, April 11, 2019

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

             

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1.   Approve Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes
 

5. Commission Business
 

1.   Consider Land Acquisition North of Sunfish Lake Park
 

6. Commission/Staff Input
 

1.   Commission/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

  



   
Park and Recreation Commission   4. 1.           
Meeting Date: 04/11/2019  
Submitted For: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public Works 
By: MaryJo Warner, Engineering/Public Works

Information
Title:
Approve Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes

Purpose/Background:
To review and approve the Park and Recreation Commission meeting minutes dated March 14, 2019. 

Notification:

Observations/Alternatives:

Funding Source:
n/a

Recommendation:
To approve the attached meeting minutes. 

Action:
Motion to approve Park and Recreation Commission meeting minutes dated March 14, 2019. 

Attachments
Minutes

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 04/05/2019 08:08 AM
Form Started By: MaryJo Warner Started On: 04/03/2019 04:03 PM
Final Approval Date: 04/05/2019 
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

 

The Ramsey Park and Recreation Commission conducted a regular meeting on March 14, 2019, 

at Ramsey City Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW. 

 

Commission Members Present: Chair Shane Bennett 

Vice Chair Brandon Sis 

Commissioner Jennifer Leistico 

Commissioner Russell Bayer 

Commissioner Jon Trappen  

         

Commission Members Absent: None 

 

Also Present:   Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood 

         

         

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Bennett called the Park and Recreation Commission meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None.  

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Leistico, seconded by Commissioner Sis, to approve the Park and 

Recreation Commission meeting agenda as presented. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chair Bennett; Commissioners Leistico, Sis, Bayer, Trappen. 

Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

1) Park and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes dated February 14, 2019. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bayer, seconded by Commissioner Trappen, to approve the Park and 

Recreation Commission meeting minutes from February 14, 2019, as presented. 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chair Bennett; Commissioners Bayer, Trappen, Leistico, Sis. 

Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

5.01:   Nominate Chair and Vice-Chairperson of the Park and Recreation Commission 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood provided an overview of the 

nomination process, noting there will be 3 vacancies on the Commission, with the announced 

resignation of Commissioner Trappen.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Bayer, seconded by Commissioner Trappen, to re-nominate Shane 

Bennett as Chair, and Brandon Sis as Vice-Chair of the Park and Recreation Commission. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chair Bennett; Commissioners Bayer, Trappen, Leistico, Sis. 

Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5.02:   Affirm 2018 Photo Contest Winners 

  

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood noted that 2018 was the second year 

of the photo contest, with 81 entries and 15 photographers entering the contest.  Several 

categories were available to contest participants.  He displayed the photographs of the grand prize 

winner as well as the first place and runner-up in each category. 

 

Chair Bennett thanked all the participants and entrants for the amazing photographs. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Leistico, seconded by Commissioner Sis, to affirm the 2018 Photo 

Contest Winners. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chair Bennett; Commissioners Leistico, Sis, Bayer, Trappen. 

Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5.03:   Consider Park and Recreation Outdoor Meeting Schedule 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood provided an overview of the 

proposed 2019 outdoor meeting schedule, as follows: 

 May:  Ford Brook 

 June: Elmcrest Park 

 July:  Pearson Park 

 August:  The Draw 

 September:  Rivers’ Bend Park 

 

Chair Bennett stated he is open to the list as presented. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Sis, seconded by Commissioner Bayer, to approve the Park and 

Recreation Outdoor Meeting Schedule as presented. 
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chair Bennett; Commissioners Sis, Bayer, Leistico, Trappen. 

Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

6. COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

Park & Assistant Public Works Superintendent Riverblood reported that the 2019 concert series 

calendar is almost completed.  Additionally, a double-sided sign will be installed at Pearson Park 

that discusses the value of nature-based play.  The ribbon-cutting may happen in July, concurring 

with the Commission meeting on site. 

 

Commissioner Trappen stated he has enjoyed his time on the Park and Recreation Commission 

and wished the members well. 

 

Chair Bennett thanked Commissioner Trappen for his years of service on the Commission. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Trappen, seconded by Commissioner Leistico, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chair Bennett; Commissioners Trappen, Leistico, Bayer, Sis. 

Voting No:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

The Park and Recreation Commission meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

________________________________ 

Mark Riverblood 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Superintendent 

 

Drafted by Allison Burr 

TimeSaver off Site Secretarial, Inc.  
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Meeting Date: 04/11/2019  
By: Mark Riverblood, Engineering/Public

Works

Information
Title:
Consider Land Acquisition North of Sunfish Lake Park

Purpose/Background:
At the regular March 2019 Enviormental Policy Board meeting, it was noted that an approximate 3.6 acre parcel
north of Sunfish Lake Park was listed for sale, and that the City may consider the purchase to add to the park—thus
the purpose of this case.

Notification:

Observations/Alternatives:
In reviewing the scope and function of Sunfish Lake Park, and all the proposed park acquistions city-wide, staff
finds that purchase of this approximate 3.6 acre pacel at +/- $400k would not be a priority at this time. However, if
the property would be subdivided for multiple residential dwelling units, Park Dedication (or Trail Fees) may be
satisfied by preserving lake access or a trail (to include the potential of easements) may be prudent to consider.

Funding Source:
Funding sources may vary, and consideration would logically include the Park Trust Fund.

Recommendation:
Staff recomends no further action at this time.

Action:
Based upon discussion.

Attachments
real estate listing
Park and Trail User Map

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Grant Riemer Grant Riemer 04/05/2019 09:58 AM
Form Started By: Mark Riverblood Started On: 04/04/2019 03:46 PM
Final Approval Date: 04/05/2019 
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Ramsey Parks & Recreation
March and April 2019 Program Sampler

Want to learn more about current offerings? 
Visit: CityofRamsey.com/ParkEvents

Vinyasa Yoga Flow
It’s Barbara’s goal to introduce yoga in a safe, non-competitive, judgment-free way. Barbara will guide a 
Vinyasa style of yoga that focuses on breath and movement. All levels welcome. 

Mondays, March 4 - April 29, 12:05 - 12:50 pm, City Hall

Yin Yoga
Guided Yin style of yoga that is a slow-paced style with postures, or asanas, that are held for longer 
periods of time. Practicing by candlelight provides a calming environment. All levels are welcome. 

Tuesdays, March 5 - April 23, 8:45 - 9:40 pm, Park Center Building

Candlelight Yoga
Guided  Vinyasa style of yoga that focuses on breath and movement. Practicing by candlelight will allow 
you to wind down in a calming environment. All levels are welcome, as modifications will be offered. 

Thursdays, March 7 - April 25, 8:45 - 9:40 pm, City Hall

Qigong Meditation
Qigong meditation is an effective healing method. Through gentle moving and sitting meditations 
you can gain relief from pain, sickness, depression, and anxiety. 

Thursdays, March 4 - December 30, 10:30 - 11:30 am, City Hall

Zumba

Zumba is a dance group-fitness class that is fun, energetic, and effective. This class features interval aero-
bic training and exercises to sculpt and tone your body as you dance. Class is $5 per class.

Sundays, March 17 - May 5, 6:00 - 7:00 pm, Adrenaline Sports

For more information contact Heather Mohr, Recreation Specialist, hmohr@cityoframsey.com, 763-433-9883

Salsa Dance Workshop
Learn fun basic patterns and partnership connection in the “vibrant” Salsa. This sample class is for every-
one. Couples dance with their partners and singles rotate with each other. Fee is $20.

Saturday, March 30, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm, Jumpn Gymnastics

Social Dance Workshop 
Sample a variety of dances: The swing, the popular social dance FoxTrot, and the slow dance. Dancers of 
all experience levels welcome. No partner needed. Fee is $20.

Wednesday, April 24,  6:30 - 8:30 pm, Jumpn Gymnastics

The Ramsey Senior Art Club

Join the Ramsey Senior club in March for Acrylic Painting on Canvas and in April for a Hand-Built 
pottery class. Fee is $5 however if you bring a friend they get in free of charge!

Thursday, March 28 & April 25 , 1:00 - 2:30 pm, Fire Station One  

Free Family Art Day
Looking for a fun family outing? Join us for our Free Family Art Day! Rum River Arts offers a free art 
class for the whole family (ages 4 and up). Register at RumRiverArt.com.

Saturday, March 17 & April 17,  12:00 - 1:30 pm, Rum River Arts

Starwatch Party
Use large reflecting telescopes, including two giant twenty inch wide reflector telescopes for close up 
views of the moon, star clusters, nebulae, galaxies and other wonders in our early spring skies.  Fee is $10.

Wednesday, April  10, 8:00 - 10:00 pm, Elmcrest Park



Ramsey Parks & Recreation
May and June 2019 Program Sampler

Want to learn more about current offerings or register? 
Visit: CityofRamsey.com/ParkEvents

Theater “Bigger Than Life” Workshop
Join Northern Starz Children’s Theater in their two-week workshop about P.T. Barnum and his traveling 
troupe. Students will act, build sets and create costumes and props. Grades 5-12. Fee is $175.

June 17-21 & 24-28, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Northern Starz 

Sunrise Yoga
Start your morning on a peaceful note as you rise with the sun and experience the restorative powers of 
yoga. Classes will be held outside. This class is for all skill levels.  

Saturday, June 22 & 29, 8:30 - 9:15 am, Park Center Building

Candlelight Yoga
Guided Vinyasa Style of yoga that focuses on breath and movement. Practicing by candlelight will allow 
you to wind down in a calming environment. All levels are welcome as modifications will be offered. 

Wednesdays, June 5-26, 8:45 - 9:40 pm, Park Center Building

Gymnastics Camp
Join Jumpn Gymnastics for Gymnastics Summer Camp. Camp is the perfect way for children to try 
gymnastics for the first time. Grades K-6. Visit our website for more information.

Starting June 2019,  Jumpn Gymnastics

Zumba

Zumba is a dance group-fitness class that is fun, energetic and effective. This class features interval 
aerobic training and exercises to sculpt and tone your body as you dance. Fee is $5 per class.

Sundays, May 5-June 30, 6:00 - 7:00 pm, Adrenaline Sports

For more information contact Heather Mohr, Recreation Specialist, hmohr@cityoframsey.com, 763-433-9883.

Bingo
Bring your friends and family members for a great night of fun and excitement. It’s Bingo night! Hosted 
by the Anoka Women of Today, cards are .50 cents per card. Winners get half the total collected.

Friday, June 21, 7:00 - 10:00 pm,  Park Center Building

Anoka Historical Classes
On May 16, come on a journey through the ages. From sundials and watch fobs, to smart phones. On June 16, 
take some time to talk about family cookie recipes, traditions, and memories of family bakers. Classes are free.

May 16,  6:00 - 7:00 pm, June 19, 1:30 - 2:30 pm, City Hall

Art in the Park

Express your inner artist! Instructors will lead you step-by-step to learn each technique and create 
your own masterpiece. Ages 5-15.

Thursday, June 13,  5:30 - 6:45 pm, The Draw

Learn to Kayak with Wahoo! Adventures
Kick off summer with a paddle around Sunfish Lake. Learn how to paddle, how to safely get in and out 
of a kayak and more. Fee is $25.

Saturday, June 8,  9:00 - 10:30 am, Sunfish Lake Park

Date Night: Movie in the Park
Grab your sweetheart for date night in the park! Come watch The Greatest Showman under the stars. 
Concessions will be available for purchase. Movie will start 15 minutes after Sunset and is free to attend.

Friday, June 28, 9:00 - 11:00 pm, The Draw
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