
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, January 13, 2020

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

             

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1.   Approve Meeting Minutes Dated December 16, 2019
 

5. Policy Board Business
 

1.   Update on Multiple Water Treatment Studies
 

2.   Overview of Framework for Water Efficiency Grant Program
 

3.   Minnesota Department of Agriculture Presentation on Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
 

4.   Review Landscape Plan for Amended Preliminary Plat of Riverstone Addition
 

6. Board/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, December 16, 2019, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council 
Chambers at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Michael Valentine 
   Board Member Reid Bernard 
   Board Member Jane Covart 
   Board Member Melissa Fetterley 
   Board Member Michael Hiatt 
   Board Member Laura Moore (arrived at 6:31 p.m.) 
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Also Present:  City Planner Chris Anderson 
   City Council Liaison Debra Musgrove 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Valentine called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Covart and seconded by Board Member Fetterley, to approve the agenda 
as submitted. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Valentine, Board Member Covart, Fetterley, Bernard, 
and Hiatt.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Moore. 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 
4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated November 18, 2019 

 

Motion by Board Member Hiatt and seconded by Board Member Bernard to approve the regular 
meeting minutes dated November 18, 2019. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Valentine, Board Member Hiatt, Bernard, Covart, and 
Fetterley.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Moore. 
 
Board Member Moore arrived at 6:31 p.m. 
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5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 

 

5.01: Consider Landscape Plan and Natural Resources Aspects for Garden View Villas 

 

City Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the City has received an 
application for Preliminary Plat and Site Plan review of a proposed residential development located 
north of 147th Lane and east of Center Street.  The subject property is zoned R-2 Residential 
(medium density) and consists of 23 detached townhome units.  The Minnesota Land Cover 
Classification System identifies two land cover types on the subject property, dry grassland and 
wetland.  However, the City’s Natural Resources Inventory further classifies both as altered/non-
native plant communities.  There is some built in protection for the wetland in the form of the 
required 16.5-foot setback encumbered with drainage and utility easement, which is shown on the 
Site Plan.  It appears that just beyond this setback is a proposed five-foot-tall retaining wall.  He 
provided additional details on tree preservation, landscaping, and density transitioning. 
 
Board Member Covart referenced the native grass planting area and asked if staff would 
recommend a berm or hedging. 
 
City Planner Anderson stated that he would recommend continuing with sod in that area near the 
road and identified another area, not adjacent a public road, where native seed mix could be 
utilized.  He explained that without an active management plan native mixes can appear unkept.  
He confirmed that he would recommend keeping the trees planned along the roadway and would 
simply replace the native seed mix with sod in that area. 
 
City Councilmember Musgrove asked how the overall landscaping plan would work with a 
homeowner’s association. 
 
City Planner Anderson stated that it is the understanding of staff that the landscaping would be 
managed by the homeowner’s association.  He explained that the homeowner’s association would 
be responsible for all of the landscaped areas, including turf areas, trees, shrubs and native areas.  
He provided additional input on the process needed to establish and maintain native planting areas.   
 
Motion by Board Member Hiatt and seconded by Board Member Bernard to recommend approval 
of the Landscape and Tree Preservation Plans contingent upon compliance with the staff review 
letter. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Valentine, Board Member Hiatt, Bernard, Covart, 
Fetterley, and Moore.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 
 

5.02: Consider Possible Amendments for Landscape Requirements in the Employment  

 Districts 

 

City Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that at the November meeting, the 
Board directed staff to research what some of the peer communities have in terms of landscaping 
requirements for their industrial areas and how those compare with the current requirements of 
Ramsey.  The landscape standards from Elk River, Andover, Dayton and Coon Rapids were 
provided in the case.  As can be seen, there is a range of approaches that the communities utilize.  
Staff believes there is some merit in considering amendments to the planting standards in the 
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Employment Districts, where it is more common to have large buildings accompanied by large 
parking and maneuvering areas, leaving less areas for a healthy, thriving landscape.  However, 
staff is not ready to provide any specific recommendations.  The intention is to simply continue 
the discussion about potential ideas to improve the landscaping standards while not losing sight of 
their purpose. 
 
Board Member Hiatt stated that he is curious about applying the canopy cover formula to an 
industrial site and asked how close that would be to the adjustments approved on the Delta 
ModTech site.   
 
City Planner Anderson stated that the canopy cover formula may be the way to go but noted that 
would depend on the species of trees proposed.  He noted that with the species proposed, Delta 
ModTech would have been at roughly 100,000 square feet of canopy cover and would have needed 
about 150,000 square feet in total.  He noted that calculation does not exclude the stormwater pond 
area.  He stated that the site probably would have been somewhat close under the formula if the 
stormwater pond area was excluded, as plantings are not allowed in that area, and perhaps if 
different species were chosen.  He noted that he could bring additional information back to the 
Board at a future meeting. 
 
Board Member Hiatt stated that as the City continues to develop in the industrial park it makes 
sense to review this requirement as the landscaping plan is not realistic for those areas.  He believed 
that the canopy cover formula would provide better guidance for those areas.   
 
City Planner Anderson noted that formula is also not prescriptive in stating a strict number of trees, 
which provides flexibility based on species.  He encouraged the Board to perhaps consider 
specifying a minimum number of genus’ to choose from and a minimum number/percentage of 
species that could be used to ensure sufficient diversity.   
 
Chairperson Valentine commented that he would like to see a sketch plan example in addition to 
staff supplying the numbers.  He confirmed the consensus of the Board that a visual example would 
be helpful.   
 
Board Member Hiatt stated that he also likes the idea of including goals and the intent of the policy 
as that provides additional guidance to the developer.  He asked if there are other elements of the 
policies from other communities that staff feels should be incorporated into the Ramsey policy.   
 
City Planner Anderson stated that he feels that there should be a reduced emphasis on the shrub 
requirements.  He stated that while shrubs soften the façade of the building, he feels that the bulk 
of the landscaping should be provided through trees, both shade and ornamental.  He explained 
that there are many more benefits provided by trees compared to shrubs, and shrubs are oftentimes 
removed after a number of years and/or oftentimes replaced with perennial plantings.   
 
Board Member Covart asked how long the trees lives. 
 
City Planner Anderson explained how the tree book was created.  He stated that if the trees are 
well cared for, in a landscaped setting, they could live for over 40 to 50 years.  He explained that 
trees that live for hundreds of years are in natural settings and typically not these developed 
landscaped areas.  He stated that in a poorly maintained boulevard setting he could see the lifespan 
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reduced to possibly as little as five to ten years.  He explained that part of that factor is due to soil 
volume limitations and salts and other pollutants on roadways.    
 
City Planner Anderson stated that he will use the canopy cover formula as discussed to create a 
sketch that the Board could review in example.  He confirmed the consensus to exclude the 
stormwater ponding space from the calculation.   
 

5.03: 2020 Environmental Policy Board Meeting Schedule   

 
City Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that at the November Board meeting, 
staff was directed to prepare the meeting schedule for 2020, which was included in the case.  He 
noted that the regular meeting dates for January and February coincide with Martin Luther King 
Day and Presidents Day, respectively, and thus, staff has proposed rescheduled dates of January 
13th and February 10th.  There are no further conflicts with the regular meeting dates in 2020.  
However, the December meeting, scheduled for December 21st, is the same week as Christmas in 
2020.  He asked for direction from the Board as to whether this meeting date should be kept as 
scheduled, rescheduled or canceled.   
 
Chairperson Valentine suggested that the decision for December 2020 meeting be delayed in order 
to determine if there is a need to hold the meeting.   
 
City Planner Anderson stated that his recommendation would be that if a meeting is needed in 
December 2020, perhaps that be held one week earlier.  He confirmed that the Board could discuss 
that date when the time is closer.  He confirmed the consensus of the Board with the 2020 meeting 
schedule as proposed. 
 
6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 

 
 EAB Confirmed in Ramsey 

 
City Planner Anderson reported that he was out with Department of Agriculture staff the previous 
week reviewing an Ash tree in Ramsey and it was confirmed that Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) exists 
in that tree.  He stated that there was a tree several homes down from that tree where EAB may 
have started.  He reported that EAB has therefore been confirmed in Ramsey and he will work 
with Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) staff on scheduling a presentation on EAB.  He 
stated that when the presentation is provided by the MDA, he will most likely invite the Park and 
Recreation Commission and City Council to attend the EPB meeting.  He stated that Anoka County 
has been under quarantine for about four years as EAB was discovered in other communities.  He 
stated that staff will send out additional information to residents through upcoming newsletters.  
He confirmed that a direct mailing would be sent to that specific neighborhood.   
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Fetterley and seconded by Board Member Covart to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________ 
Chris Anderson 
City Planner 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
JoAnn Shaw 
Community Development Secretary 
 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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Information
Title:
Update on Multiple Water Treatment Studies

Purpose/Background:
In November of 2019, City Staff provided a brief update to the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) that there were
multiple water supply system studies underway. Staff noted that in the coming months, the City Engineer offered to
attend an EPB meeting to provide further updates and answer any questions the Board may have. City Engineer
Bruce Westby will attend the January EPB meeting to provide an update on the two water system supply studies
currently in progress. Below are high level summaries of the status of both studies.

Northwest Metro Regional Surface Water Supply Feasibility Study

Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH, Inc.) is currently studying the feasibility of constructing and operating a regional
surface water supply facility in the Northwest Twin Cities Metropolitan area using the Mississippi River as source
water. The cities of Corcoran, Dayton, Ramsey and Rogers are members of the study team and are leading the
study. The Metropolitan Council is paying for the study using Clean Water Funds. Completion of this study is
anticipated by February 2020.

Analyze Source Water, Develop Water Model, and Prepare Preliminary Design Report for Centralized
Water Treatment Facility 

SEH, Inc. is; a) analyzing the capacity and water chemistry of the groundwater aquifer the City of Ramsey uses for
our municipal water supply system, b) developing a computerized model for our water supply system, and c)
preparing a preliminary design report for a centralized water treatment facility. This work is being driven by a
desire to reduce Manganese concentrations in our groundwater supply to meet new Secondary Health Risk Limits
for Manganese as mandated by the Minnesota Department of Health in 2019. Completion of this work is
anticipated in May 2020.

Action:
No action is necessary. This is for informational purposes only.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 01/07/2020 02:48 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 01/03/2020 09:57 AM
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Information
Title:
Overview of Framework for Water Efficiency Grant Program

Purpose/Background:
The City of Ramsey has been awarded $28,000 in grant funds through the Metropolitan Council's 2019-2022 Water
Efficiency Grant Program (the "Program") for use in a rebate program. As the name of the Program implies, the
purpose of the grant is to implement water efficient technologies to reduce the demand on water supply. 

There are two (2) primary financial requirements of the Program. First, the municipality must contribute twenty-five
percent (25%) of the grant award, which equates to $9,340, Second, that rebate recipients must also have a financial
contribution (e.g. the grant funds and the City contribution cannot entirely cover the cost of the purchase). Other
important eligibility requirements include the rebate recipient being a municipal water customer (this means that
anyone on a private well is not eligible), only applicable to replacement devices (meaning that new construction is
not eligible), and the rebate is only applicable for the cost of the device and its installation, excluding any owner
labor costs.

Observations/Alternatives:
While the funds are provided through the Metropolitan Council via the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment,
grant recipients are responsible for developing their own program. Staff from the Engineering, Utilities,
Community Development and Administration Departments met to discuss the framework for a rebate program.
While it was clear that more efficient irrigation controllers would likely provide the biggest water savings, it was
acknowledged that that alone would exclude a number of otherwise eligible property owners (all properties that do
not have in-ground irrigation systems). Thus, it was agreed to also consider WaterSense labeled toilets as another
option for rebates.

During the summer months, the greatest demand for water comes from irrigation. Therefore, replacement of older,
clock-timer irrigation controllers with a WaterSense labeled smart controller is one of the eligible rebate options.
Additionally, an irrigation audit, which helps ensure an irrigation system is operating efficiently and accurately,
conducted by a WaterSense certified irrigation professional, is another eligible rebate option. If residents take full
advantage of this part of the Program, it could result in an estimated savings of approximately 1.3 million gallons of
water (based on numbers provided by the Metropolitan Council from the 2015-2017 Water Efficiency Grant
Program).

As previously noted, Staff wanted to ensure that any municipal water customer (excluding new construction/new
development) had an opportunity to realize both water savings and financial savings. Thus, another option available
for those customers is a rebate for the replacement of older toilets with a WaterSense labeled toilet. If residents take
full advantage of this part of the Program, it could result in an estimated savings of 1 million gallons of water
(again, based on numbers provided by the Metropolitan Council from the 2015-2017 Water Efficiency Grant
Program).

The rebates would be available on a first come first served basis, as long as funds last (or until the close of the
program, which is June 30, 2022). Rebates for an individual device can be up to $200, and cumulatively, shall not
exceed $500 per metered water supply customer. The water supply customer shall be responsible for the sales tax
on the device, thus satisfying the requirement that they have a financial investment in the upgrade. 



There is a wide range of price points for qualifying devices (both WaterSense labeled smart controllers and toilets).
The intention is to incentivize the water efficiency upgrades significantly by having the rebate cover as much of the
device cost as possible but also attempt to spread the rebates out across a number of households. There are a number
of these devices that could be entirely covered by the rebate amount; however, there are also eligible devices that
greatly exceed the rebate maximum. Thus, the cap on the rebate amount will help spread the funds out to benefit
more property owners.

Administration of the rebate program will be coordinated by the Community Development and Engineering
Departments, but will also include Finance Staff as well for issuance of the rebates. Per the required Grant
Agreement, the City will have to provide quarterly reporting to the Metropolitan Council. Reporting forms will be
provided by Metropolitan Council staff and is assumed to include: property address, property type
(residential/commercial), device replaced, number of devices, grant amount per device, estimated annual water
savings, municipal contribution, and eligible grant amount (rebate amount per device minus municipal
contribution).

Alternatives

Alternative 1: Motion to recommend the City Council authorize the execution of the Clean Water Fund Grant
Agreement with the Metropolitan Council and accept the $28,000 Water Efficiency Grant. A Smart Irrigation
Rebate Program has been on the Environmental Policy Board's Work Plan since 2017 and in 2019 it was added to
the City Council's Strategic Plan. This grant will help accomplish that action from both plans. Furthermore, if this
program proves to be valuable and effective, it could serve as a blue print for an expanded program that also
includes those on private wells. Staff supports this option.

Alternative 2: Motion to recommend the City Council not execute the Clean Water Fund Grant Agreement and not
accept the grant funds. If the City wants to implement any sort of incentive program to reduce the demand on
drinking water supply, this action would result in the City fully funding any such program. 

Funding Source:
Funding for this program would consist of three sources: $28,000 from the Water Efficiency Grant from the
Metropolitan Council, $9,340 from the City's Water Fund (this is equivalent to the required 25% municipal
contribution), and any rebate participant would cover the sales tax on the purchase of the device (thus satisfying the
requirement for the rebate participant to have a financial contribution in the program).

Action:
Motion to recommend the City Council adopt Resolution #20-018 to enter into the Clean Water Fund Grant
Agreement with the Metropolitan Council and to accept the $28,000 grant to implement a water efficiency rebate
program.

Attachments
Metropolitan Council Grant Program Guidelines
City of Ramsey Application
Metropolitan Council Grant Acceptance Letter
Clean Water Fund Grant Agreement
Resolution #20-018

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Chris Anderson (Originator) Chris Anderson 01/08/2020 11:35 AM
Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 01/09/2020 02:47 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 01/03/2020 09:58 AM
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Metropolitan Council  
Water Efficiency Grant Program  
 

Overview 
The Metropolitan Council (Council) will implement a water efficiency grant program effective September 30, 
2019 to June 30, 2022. Grants will be awarded on a competitive basis to municipalities that manage municipal 
water systems. The Council will provide 75% of the program cost; the municipality must provide the remaining 
25%.  Municipalities will use the combined Council and municipality funds to run their own grant or rebate 
programs. 
 
Grants will be made available in amounts with a minimum of $2,000 and a maximum of $50,000. Grantees will 
be required to provide estimated water savings achieved through this program for Clean Water, Land & Legacy 
Amendment reporting purposes. 
 

Legislative Directive - Minnesota 2019 Session Law 
$375,000 the first year and $375,000 the second year are for the water demand reduction grant program to 
encourage municipalities in the metropolitan area to implement measures to reduce water demand to 
ensure the reliability and protection of drinking water supplies. Fiscal year 2020 appropriations are available 
until June 30, 2021, and fiscal year 2021 appropriations are available until June 30, 2022. 

 

Grant Program Goal 
The goal of the water efficiency grant program is to support technical and behavioral changes that improve 
municipal water use efficiency in the seven-county metropolitan area.  
 

Critical Points to Remember 
• The applying municipality must be a water supplier 

• New construction and new developments are not eligible 

• Funds are for rebates or grants only; consulting and city staff time are ineligible 

• Combined Council and municipality funds cannot pay for 100% of an eligible activity’s cost 

• A portion of each eligible activity’s cost must be paid by the property owner 

• Grant recipients must display the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment logo and the Metropolitan 
Council logo on program-related web pages and paper communications 
 

Grant Program Structure: Administration and Funding 
The Water Efficiency Grant Program will be administered by Metropolitan Council Environmental Services 
(MCES) and will be funded with $750,000 appropriated by the 2019 Minnesota Legislature. Grant applications 
will be reviewed and ranked by the MCES Water Supply Planning Unit staff.  
 
Grants are only for water efficiency programs offering rebates or grants to property owners who are customers 
of the municipal water supply system and who replace specified water using devices with approved devices that 
use substantially less water. 
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Grants will be awarded to municipalities in amounts ranging from $2,000 to $50,000 for providing rebates or 
grants to property owners. Municipalities will be responsible for the design and operation of their rebate or 
grant program and its details. Grant payments to the municipality will be for 75% of approved program 
amounts. The municipality must provide the remaining 25% of the program cost. Municipality rebates or grants 
are eligible for reimbursement on device replacements conducted September 30, 2019 through June 30, 2022. 
 
Here is an example showing the grant funding design: 
 

 

Eligibility 
Per legislative language, the grant program is limited to municipalities in the seven-county metropolitan area. 
 
Municipalities eligible per above must apply to participate and, if approved, sign a standard Council Grant 
Agreement, before any eligible rebates or grants can be submitted for reimbursement. Agreements shall require 
that municipalities: 

• Entirely pass through grants received (as is being done by MCES) 

• Verify purchase of devices to receive grants 

• Retain records and cooperate with any audits 

• Conduct all communications with property owners and ensure all written communications to property 
owners include both the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment and the Metropolitan Council’s logo 

• Provide quantitative information for state reporting purposes 
 
Eligible water efficiency devices consist of the following: 

• Toilet replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled toilet 

• Irrigation controller replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled controller 

• Clothes washing machine replacement with an US DOE Energy Star labeled clothes washing machine 

• Irrigation spray sprinkler body replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled spray sprinkler body 

• Irrigation system audit by an Irrigation Professional certified by a US EPA WaterSense program 
 
Expenses eligible for reimbursement are the out-of-pocket cost of the device and its installation only, not to 
include any owner labor costs. In addition, new construction and new developments are ineligible, as this 
program is intended as a current infrastructure replacement program. 

Application Process 
• Applicants must be municipal water suppliers 

• Municipalities will submit MCES supplied application form by September 30, 2019. Required information 
includes: 

o the municipality’s rebate or grant program design and work plan 
o proposed examples of communications to property owners 
o requested total grant amount 
o estimated annual amount of water saved by the applying municipality 
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• Application form is available at: https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Funding-
Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx 

• Submit competed application to: brian.davis@metc.state.mn.us 

• Metropolitan Council will notify municipalities of grant awards and provide grant agreements by 
December 2, 2019. 

Proposal Selection Criteria 
In the event that funds requested exceed funds available, the following criteria will be used to determine the 
amount granted to a given municipality: 

• Municipalities that are supplied 100% with groundwater 

• Municipalities with identified water supply issues in Master Water Supply Plan Community Profiles or 
Local Water Supply Plans 

• Municipalities’ ratio of peak monthly water use to winter monthly water use 

• Municipalities’ average residential per capita water use 

• The order in which applications are received and until grant funds are completely committed 
 

Funding Process and Reporting Requirements 
• Utilizing forms provided by MCES, the following information must be reported on a quarterly basis: 

o Number, type and amount of rebates or grants provided to property owners, along with each 
property address 

o Estimated annual gallons of water saved per device installation  
o Municipality matching funds disbursed 
o Number of unmet funding requests from property owners, if any 

• Upon review and confirmation of the above information, MCES will process a grant payment in the 
amount of 75% of approved total rebates or grants for the reporting period. 

• MCES will provide confirmation of grant balances available upon request and reserves the right to 
amend grant agreements, in collaboration with grantee municipality, if quarterly reporting indicates 
rebate or grant programs will not fully utilize grant awards within the grant period. 
 

Qualified Activities 
• Toilet replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled toilet: 

http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/product_search.html 

• Irrigation controller replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled controller: 
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/product-search 
 

• Clothes washing machine replacement with an US DOE Energy Star labeled clothes washing machine: 
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-clothes-washers/results 
 

• Irrigation spray sprinkler body replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled spray sprinkler body 
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/product-search 
 

• Irrigation system audit by an Irrigation Professionals certified by a US EPA WaterSense program 
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/find-pro 

https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Funding-Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Funding-Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx
mailto:brian.davis@metc.state.mn.us
http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/product_search.html
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/product-search
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-clothes-washers/results
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/product-search
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/find-pro
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Reporting Example 

 

 

Community Property Street Address Property Type Device Replaced

Cost per 

Device

# of 

Devices

Rebate 

or Grant 

per 

Device

Est. 

Annual 

Water 

(Gal) 

Saved 

Per 

Device

Total    

Rebate or 

Grant

Municipality 

Contribution

Eligible            

Grant 

Amount

Anytown 652 Silvis St Residential Clothes Washer $624.60 1 $150.00 3,000      $150.00 $37.50 $112.50

Anytown 1952 Ingram Way Residential Irrigation Controller $199.99 1 $100.00 8,800      $100.00 $25.00 $75.00

Anytown 630 Gibbons Ave Residential Clothes Washer $599.90 1 $150.00 3,000      $150.00 $37.50 $112.50

Anytown 4424 Barriger Blvd Residential Toilet $168.00 1 $50.00 4,000      $50.00 $12.50 $37.50



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

    

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

   

 

  

Metropolitan Council Water Efficiency Grant Application Form 

Applicant Information: 

Municipality: _________________________________________________________________ 

Municipal Utility: ______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Primary Contact Information: Municipality primary authorized representative (all correspondence 

regarding the Water Efficiency Grant Program should be addressed to individual named below): 

NAME: _________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE: _________________________________________________________________ 

STREET: _________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, ZIP: _________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: _________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact Information: Municipality secondary authorized representative: 

NAME: _________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE: _________________________________________________________________ 

STREET: _________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, ZIP: _________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: _________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________ 

Municipal Total Per Capita Water Use (2018): _________________ (gallons per person-day) 

Municipal Residential Per Capita Water Use (2018): _________________ (gallons per person-day) 

Municipal Ratio of Peak Month to Winter Month Water Use (2018): ________________ 

Municipality’s estimated annual water savings from proposed program: _______________ (gallons) 



 
 

  

 

 

   

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Municipal Utility Grant or Rebate Program Design: 

Requested Grant Amount (must equal 75% of total program budget): $_____________________ 

Required Utility Matching Amount (must equal 25% of total program budget): $______________ 

Will your program be a grant program or rebate program? _______________________________ 

Estimated Number of Items: 

Item Estimated Number 

Toilets 

Irrigation Controllers 

Clothes Washing Machines 

Irrigation Spray Sprinkler Bodies 

Irrigation System Audits 
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Project Work Plan and Schedule:* 

Task Description Responsible 

Person 

Start Date Completion 

Date 

* Municipal utility may create own project plan and schedule form 
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Communications to Property Owners: 

How will your program be advertised (check all that apply): 

Newsletter ____ 

Print Media ____ 

Email ____ 

Twitter ____ 

Website____ 

Radio ____ 

Television ____ 

Facebook ____ 

Nextdoor ____ 

Other Social Media ____ 

Please attach examples of proposed newsletter, print media, or email communications 

Critical Points to Remember: 

• The applying municipality must be a water supplier 

• New construction and new developments are not eligible 

• Funds are for rebates or grants only; consulting and city staff time are ineligible 

• Combined Council and municipality funds cannot pay for 100% of an eligible activity’s cost 

• A portion of each eligible activity’s cost must be paid by the property owner 

• Grant recipients must display the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment logo and the 

Metropolitan Council logo on program-related web pages and paper communications 
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Councilmember  introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #20-018 

 
RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO A CLEAN WATER FUND GRANT AGREEMENT 

WITH THE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL TO RECEIVE A WATER EFFICIENCY 

GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey owns and maintains a municipal water supply system 
which is essential to the quality of life, health and welfare of City residents and businesses; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey currently relies on groundwater as the sole source of its 
municipal water supply system; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey is planning to construct two new municipal water supply 
system groundwater wells to accommodate planned growth in the next ten years; and 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 473.1565 directs the Metropolitan Council to undertake 
planning activities that emphasize conservation, inter-jurisdictional cooperation, and long-term 
sustainability; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Council received an allocation of $787,600 from the Clean 
Water Funds to assist local units of government by helping property owners pay for water saving 
audits and/or more water efficient appliances to conserve water; and 
 

WHEREAS, the primary objective of the Water Efficiency Grant Program is to assist local 
units of government to conserve water to ensure long-term groundwater sustainability; and 
 

WHEREAS, this grant program is consistent with the goals and objectives of the City’s 
Strategic Action Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City has the capability to adequately fund its local cost share for this grant 
program through the water enterprise fund; and  

 
WHEREAS, on September 24, 2019, the Ramsey City Council authorized staff to apply for 

grant funding up to $50,000; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey submitted an application for grant funds to offer rebates 

for WaterSense labeled smart irrigation controllers, irrigation audits, and WaterSense labeled toilets 
for water supply customers; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Council received grant applications totaling $1,393,527; and  
 



Resolution #20-018 

Page 2 of 3 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey was one of forty (40) communities accepted into the 
grant program with a grant allocation of $28,000; and 

 
WHEREAS, to accept the grant funds, the City of Ramsey must enter into a Clean Water 

Fund Grant Agreement with the Metropolitan Council. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1. That the Ramsey City Council hereby authorizes the execution of the Clean Water Fund 
Grant Agreement with the Metropolitan Council and to accept the $28,000 grant allocation for a 
water efficiency rebate program. 



Resolution #20-018 

Page 3 of 3 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
  , and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

and the following voted against the same: 

and the following abstained: 
 
and the following were absent: 

 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted  by  the  Ramsey  City  
Council this the 28th day of January, 2020. 

 
 
 

Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 

City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   5. 3.           
Meeting Date: 01/13/2020  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Minnesota Department of Agriculture Presentation on Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)

Purpose/Background:
In response to an inquiry from a concerned Ramsey resident, City Staff went out to inspect an ash tree in the
resident's front yard. There was a gallery (galleries are created by insect larvae feeding on tissues beneath the bark)
visible on one of the lower limbs. City Staff sent photos of the gallery to the Minnesota Department of Agriculture's
(MDA) Arrest the Pest site for review. A follow up inspection by City Staff and MDA Staff occurred on December
11, 2019, which ultimately confirmed the presence of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). EAB is an invasive insect that
attacks all native variety of ash trees (in Minnesota, this includes Green Ash, White Ash, and Black Ash). A
representative with the MDA will be in attendance to present an update and overview on EAB and management of
this invasive pest.

Notification:
No notification is required. However, City Staff did send notification of this meeting via Standard US Mail to
Property Owners, as reflected by Anoka County Property Records, in the immediate neighborhood where EAB was
discovered. Further information will be provided in upcoming issues of the Ramsey Resident newsletter and the
website as well.

Action:
No action is necessary; this is for informational purposes only.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 01/09/2020 02:44 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 01/02/2020 09:53 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/09/2020 



   
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   5. 4.           
Meeting Date: 01/13/2020  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Review Landscape Plan for Amended Preliminary Plat of Riverstone Addition

Purpose/Background:
Riverstone LLC (the "Applicant") has applied for a revised Preliminary Plat for the subdivision known as
Riverstone, which is located south of Alpine Drive, north of the railroad tracks, and on the west side of Puma St
NW (the "Subject Property"). The proposed revision is in the northern portion of the site (undeveloped as of now)
and would eliminate the previously approved attached townhomes and replace with more detached villas, which is
the primary product offered in Riverstone. The proposed amendment to the Preliminary Plat does have a minor
impact on the approved Landscape Plan for the subdivision.

Observations/Alternatives:
The proposed amendment to the Preliminary Plat would eliminate all attached townhomes from the project and
continue on with the detached villa concept that exists across much of Riverstone. Ultimately, the revised plans
result in three (3) fewer trees; however, the proposed plantings are now more consistent with the streetscaping of
the southern two thirds of the project. There is no change to the proposed species nor is there any changes in species
size.

The Riverstone subdivision was approved as a Planned Unit Development (PUD), which provides some flexibility
regarding various standards. The project includes some larger areas of open space, including trails and park space,
not necessarily common with all development. This additional greenspace allowed for additional plantings
throughout the project site. Furthermore, where sidewalks are present or required, a boulevard of six to eight feet
(6-8') in width is provided, creating a suitable setting for street trees throughout the project.

Staff has no objections to the revised Landscape Plan.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this project are the responsibility of the Applicant. 

Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the revised Landscape Plan for Riverstone.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Previoulsy Approved Landscape Plan for Northern Portion of Site
Proposed Revised Landscape Plan for Northern Portion of Site
Approved Landcape Plan for Southern Portion of Site (for Reference Only)

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 01/09/2020 02:19 PM



Tim Gladhill Tim Gladhill 01/09/2020 02:19 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 01/03/2020 10:03 AM
Final Approval Date: 01/09/2020 
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