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CITY COUNCIL
CITYOFRAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OFMINNESOTA

TheRamsey CityCouncil conducted aregular meeting onTuesday, September 8, 2020, atthe
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota.  

Members Present: Mayor JohnLeTourneau
Councilmember Mark Kuzma
Councilmember JeffMenth
Councilmember Debra Musgrove
Councilmember ChrisRiley
Councilmember DanSpecht

Members Absent: None

AlsoPresent:  CityAdministrator Kurtis Ulrich
Police Chief JeffKaters
Parks andAssistant Public Works Superintendent Mark Riverblood –  
attended remotely
Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer
Deputy CityAdministrator Timothy Gladhill
CityEngineer Bruce Westby

1. CALL TOORDER

Mayor LeTourneau called theregular meeting oftheRamsey CityCouncil toorder at7:00p.m.,  
followed bythePledge ofAllegiance ledbyMayor LeTourneau.  

2. PRESENTATION

2.01: Presentation Proclaiming September 17-23, 2020asConstitution Week

Mayor LeTourneau read theproclamation declaring September 17-23, 2020asConstitution
Week.    

3. CITIZEN INPUT

None.  

4. APPROVE AGENDA

Motion byCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toapprove theagenda
aspresented.   
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Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Menth, Musgrove, Kuzma,  
Riley, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

5. CONSENT AGENDA

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Kuzma, toapprove thefollowing
itemsontheConsent Agenda:  

5.01: Approve thefollowing Meeting Minutes:  
1) CityCouncil Work Session dated August 25, 2020
2) CityCouncil Regular dated August 25, 2020

5.02: Approve Rental Licenses
5.03: Adopt Resolution #20-193Approving CashDisbursements Made andAuthorizing

Payment ofAccounts Payable Invoicing Received During thePeriod ofAugust 20, 2020
through September 3, 2020

5.04: Adopt Resolution #20-185Proclaiming September 17-23, 2020asConstitution Week
5.05: Adopt Resolution #20-191Declaring Costs tobeAssessed andCalling forPublic

Hearing onProposed Assessment forPast-DueCharges onMunicipal Utility Bills (which
may include water, sewer, street lighting, recycling, stormwater charges, andpenalties
incurred) andCurrent Services Rendered

5.06: Adopt Resolution #20-192Approving SnowStorage Agreement onCityOwned Land
5.07: Adopt Resolution #20-194Approving Underwriting Service Agreement forSmall

Business Relief GrantProgram
5.08: Adopt Resolution #20-195Ordering Assessment RollandCalling Assessment Hearing for

Improvement Project #20-04, Puma Street Improvements
5.09: Adopt Resolution #20-196Approving LetterofSupport forMetropolitan Council Clean

Water Fund Request forState Fiscal Year2022-2023
5.10: Adopt Resolution #20-197Approving Amended Petition andWaiver Agreement for

rdMunicipal Water andSanitary Sewer Connection to7600163 LaneNW

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Kuzma, Menth,  
Musgrove, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

6. PUBLIC HEARING

None.  

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS

7.01: Adopt Resolution #20-171Accepting BidsandAwarding Contracts forBidPackage
1andAlternate #1fortheNew Public Works Facility

Public Works Superintendent Riemer reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation toadopt
Resolution #20-171accepting bidsandawarding contracts forBidPackage #1withabasebid
amount of $6,138,361andincluding Alternate Bid #1intheamount of $441,938foratotalof
6,580,299.  
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Councilmember Musgrove asked ifitisunusual tohave thistypeofbidding competition andlow
bidders.  

Public Works Superintendent Riemer replied thathebelieves thatCOVID hasslowed down the
commercial sideofconstruction andtherefore there ismore interest fromthose contractors.    

Motion byCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Riley, toAdopt Resolution #20- 
171Accepting BidsandAwarding Contract forBidPackage #1fortheNewRamsey Public Works
Facility, Improvement Project #20-07.  

Further discussion: Councilmember Kuzma asked RJMtocome forward and discuss whyitisa
good timetogoforward withalternate bid #1.  Curtis Sell, RJM, stated that therewould becost
efficiencies incompleting thealternate bidintotheoriginal build, asthecost tocomplete an
expansion inthefuture addsadditional costs.  Henoted thatthere would alsobeaschedule
efficiency incompleting bothofthose elements atonce.  Councilmember Musgrove asked when
theCouncil willseeupdated sketches forthebuilding.  Mr. Sellstated thatbidpackage #1contains
thelarger denser portions oftheproject andthearchitect isworking tocomplete bidpackage #2,  
which contains moreofthedesign details.    

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Menth, Riley, Kuzma,  
Musgrove, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

7.02: Review Sketch Plan forRiverstone South; CaseofCapstone Homes

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill reviewed thestaff report and asked theCouncil toprovide
feedback tothedeveloper aspartoftheplandevelopment forthenextstage intheprocess known
asPreliminary Plat.  Preliminary Plat isthemostcrucial stage inthesubdivision process.  Itwas
noted that theCityhasbroad policy discretion astherequest requires theapproval ofaZoning
Amendment andpossibly aComprehensive PlanAmendment duetolotsizesanddensities.    

Councilmember Specht asked iftheComprehensive Plan identifies atrailconnection totheendof
Bowers Drive.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill stated that there hasbeensome discussion ontheMRT trail
andwhere itwillconnect.  Henoted that thediscussion isfocused moreonRiverdale Drive rather
thanrunning that trail through theBowers Drive properties.  Hestated thatstaffwillcontinue to
workwithnewdevelopments inorder tosecure segments near theriver.  

Mayor LeTourneau noted that theMRT extends pastBowers Drive tothewestandisnotproposed
togodown Bowers Driveatthispoint.  Henoted that there isafullaccess onto thetrail from
Bowers Drive.  Heasked iftheCouncil isrequired tomake anydecisions about thesecondary road
access tonight.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill stated thattonight theyarelooking atwhether there is
general consensus tomove forward with theplandevelopment asproposed.  Hestated that they
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would likedirection ontheBowers Drive connection butnoted that thedecision could bechanged
prior toadoption ofthePreliminary Plat.  

Councilmember Rileyasked ifthesewould bethesame lotsizesasRiverstone North.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill confirmed that these wouldbethesame lotsizesandwould
beverymuchamirror image ofthedevelopment, with theexception oftheremoval ofoneofthe
product types.  

Councilmember Musgrove asked fordetails onRiverdale Drive andthehistory ofthelayout on
thesketch.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill provided background information ontheaccess planning
study thatwascompleted in2014bytheCityandMnDOT, noting thatstudy showed Riverdale
Drive consuming some ofthefirst fewlots.  Heprovided additional details ontheproposed layout
forRiverdale Drive which wasdeveloped bythedeveloper working withtheinputoftheBowers
Drive residents tofindanalignment thatworked well foreveryone involved.  

Mayor LeTourneau provided anopportunity formembers ofthepublic toprovide input.  

JeffJohnson, 14540 Bowers Drive, referenced theBowers Drive survey andasked atwhatpoint
theCouncil would automatically moveahead.  Heasked ifthedecision hasalready beenmade on
Bowers Drive.  Hestated that theresidents havenotbeengiven anydata frompublic safety on
howmuch safer theneighborhood would bewith theadditional access.  Hestated thatwhen you
openupacul-de-sacthat increases opportunity forcrime asthatcreates another wayforpeople to
access andexit theneighborhood.  Hestated that thisroadhasbeenaround forabout 80years and
noted that therehasnotbeenonetimesincehehaslivedathishomewhere EMShasnotbeenable
toaccess thehomes onBowers Drive.  Hestated thatthere isadifference between aneedanda
desire.  Hestated thatconnecting Bowers Drive toCapstone would substantially increase the
pedestrian traffic onBowers Drive, which isanarrow road that isnotlitbystreetlights.  Hestated
thatproviding thisconnection isattempting tosolveaproblem thatdoesnotexist andwould
instead create more problems thatneedtobesolved, which would destroy thereason people
purchased homes onthatroad.  Hestated thatpeople thatpurchased property onBowers Drive
chose tolivethereanddonotneed theCitytocalculate theirrisk levels.  Hestated thatifthe
residents onBowers Drive felt threatened, theywould nothavepurchased their properties.  He
commented thatresidents donot leave Bowers Drive, theyseekproperty onBowers Drive.  He
didnotthink itappropriate toinclude ormake assumptions about thepeople thatdidnotrespond
tothesurvey.  Hecommented that theresidents ofBowers Drive donotwant theconnection and
didnotbelieve there isanything wrong withkeeping those neighborhoods isolated rather than
connecting them.  Hedidnotthink thatputting asecondary access onto Bowers Drive would solve
anyproblems andinstead would create additional problems.    

Mayor LeTourneau thanked Mr. Johnson forhisinput.  

CityCouncil / September 8, 2020
Page5of10



Mr. Johnson stated thatatthelastplanning meeting heasked forinformation astowhatwould be
required fortheBowers Drive residents tostopthisprocess andhehasnotreceived that
information.  

Mayor LeTourneau stated thatstaff isstilldetermining thatbutrecognized that thevoices of
Bowers Drive haveahigh impact.  

Councilmember Musgrove stated thatitisclear thatMr. Johnson does notwantaroadandasked
ifhewould support anarrow trailwith breakaway barriers thatcould beusedbyemergency
vehicles.  

Mr. Johnson stated thatonce that isdeveloped, people willusethatasatrailandthepedestrian
trafficwillcomefrom Capstone onto Bowers Drive.  Heconfirmed thathisconcern isrelated to
theincreased pedestrian trafficandsafety concerns with thatactivity.    

Councilmember Musgrove asked whatMr. Johnson would believe tobeaworkable option.  

Mr. Johnson stated thathewould liketoseethedata thatproves thiswould make thatneighborhood
saferasthedata currently shows that thesecondary access and increased pedestrian trafficwould
make theareamore unsafe.  

Councilmember Musgrove referenced themention of50footand100-footsetbacks.  

Mr. Johnson noted that theoriginal planning meetings forCapstone referenced a100-footsetback,  
butthose original 12homes weresetback 50feet instead.    

Police Chief Katers appreciated Mr. Johnson’sposition.  Hestated thathiscomments related to
public safety remain thesame foranyneighborhood noting thatheprefers twopoints ofaccess for
allneighborhoods although herecognizes theuniqueness ofBowers Drive.  Hestated thathe
cannot provide statistical information ofwhatmayhappen inthefuture andcanonly provide input
onwhatcould happen.  Hestated thattherecould bemultiple situations thatcould cause thecurrent
access tobeclosed, therefore public safety prefers tohavetwopointsofaccess inorder toget
people inandoutofaneighborhood.    

Mr. Johnson stated thateveryone that livesonBowers Drive isaware oftherisktheytook in
purchasing theirproperty andtheyarenotasking forthatsecondary access.  Hestated thatcul-de- 
sacsaresafer than anyother road intermsofcrime.  Hestated thathehasnotbeenprovided with
anyinformation thathasproven thattwoaccesses would make theresidents safer.  

Police Chief Katers stated thathisstandard response foradevelopment istohave twoaccesses.   
Hestated thatheis familiar with thecul-de-sacstudies, noting that those weresmall areas in
Minneapolis andtherefore that isanurbanareaversus aruralenvironment andthatstudyonly
took intoaccount burglary andnottheother crimes orsituations thatcould exist.    

Councilmember Specht thanked Mr. Johnson forhisinput andrecognition ofproperty rights.  He
stated thathehasheardofinformal surveys thathavebeencompleted withmore response.  
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JoshFuhreck, 14573 Bowers Drive, thanked Capstone for theirefforts onthisproject.  Hestated
thatoverall, this isagoodproject and thedeveloper hasgiven consideration totheunique forestry
environment thatexists ontheproperty.  Hestated thatoverall, hesupports theproject, buthedoes
notsupport theBowers Drive connection.  Hestated that thepublic safety concerns mentioned
haveanextremely remote possibility ofoccurring.  Henoted thatiftheconnection isprovided to
allow theadditional pedestrian traffic onthenarrow roadway ofBowers Drive, thatwould create
amuchmore likelyandrealsafety concern.  Hestated thatitwould beveryunlikely thatatree
would fall, andanemergency situation would occur atthesame time, noting thathasnothappened
once in80years.  Hestated that theCity’ssurvey wasextremely slanted, mentioning only theCity
points andastatement thatsaidifyoudonotrespond wewillassume youfavor theconnection.   
Hepresented asurvey of85homes, noting that60residents responded in opposition ofthe
connection toBowers Drive.  Heasked theCouncil toconsider thesurvey hepresented rather than
thesurvey completed bytheCity.  

Councilmember Musgrove asked what theareabetween thehomes isrightnow.  

Mr. Fuhreck stated thatcurrently itisastripoflandbetween twohomes andonewould assume
that thelandbelongs tooneofthetwoadjacent homes.  Heconfirmed that thearea isnotmowed
ormaintained.  

James Wadey, 14447 Bowers Drive, stated thatheisoneofthehomes adjacent totheproposed
access connection.  Heechoed thecomments oftheprevious twospeakers.  Hestated thatwhen
hepurchased hishome twoyears agothere wasnoindication that therewould bearoadanditwas
shown asanoutlot.  Hestated that theyasked Capstone theplans fortheoutlot andthere wasnever
amention ofaroadconnection.  Hestated that theysigned thesurvey inopposition oftheroad.   
Heagreed that thepedestrian traffic isalready heavy withBowers Drive residents andopening the
secondary access would bring additional security concerns.  Hestated that thereareanumber of
studies thatshow opening upacul-de-sachasadetrimental impact onburglary.  Hecommented
that theCitywasnever transparent through thechannels hehadavailable when hepurchased his
home aboutapotential roadconnection.  

Carol Larson, 14480 Bowers Drive, stated thatshehaslivedonBowers Drive for56years andhas
seenalotofchanges.  Shestated thatsheappreciates that theyhavebeen isolated fromalotofthe
changes inRamsey.  Shenoted thatsheanticipated that therewould bedevelopment onthe
Capstone property andRiverstone South andtherefore does notobject tothatdevelopment.  She
stated that shedoesobject toplacing aroadway between twohomes thatwere notalerted tothat
possibility.  Shestated that those homes would loseallprivacy andtheywould have chosen other
lotswould theyhaveknown that.  Shestated thatshehassubmitted several things totheCouncil
inwritten form.  Sheexplained thatifyougodown Bowers Drive inthewinter thedriveways are
plowed butthesnow isyellow andbrown because ofthedogs intheareaanddidnotwant tosee
additional dogsbeing walked ontheroad.  Shecommented that vehicles travel onBowers Drive
andadding additional pedestrian traffic would seem tobetheopposite ofincreasing public safety.   
Shebelieved thattheoneaccess should beprovided fromHighway 10.  
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Councilmember Specht asked iftheCitygets involved when there issaleofproperty next toaCity
owned property.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill stated that theCitycannot control theinformation shared by
arealtor when selling aproperty.  Heexplained that theCityobtained thatoutlot inorder toreserve
thatcorridor for thefuture, therefore theareawasnotsigned asafuture road.  Hestated that
perhaps thepeople thatpurchased those homes werenotalerted tothepossibility ofaroadway
connection inthat location.    

Mayor LeTourneau stated thathefeels therearetwoseparate issues inthiscase, thedevelopment
plan, andtheroadconnection toBowers Drive.    

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill stated that this istheopportunity fortheCouncil toprovide
direction tothedeveloper ontheplandevelopment forpreliminary plat.  Hestated thatperhaps
thedecision isnotready tobemadeontheroadconnection.  Henoted that this isthefirst timethe
petition hasbeen presented totheCityandtheCouncil could direct staff towork towards a
compromise orcould takethatoption offthetable alltogether.  Heconfirmed that there istime to
explore theBowers Drive connection further atafuture point.  

Councilmember Kuzma stated thatitsounds liketheCityownstheoutlot currently andasked if
therewould beapossibility toprovide theconnection inthefuture.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill confirmed that thedecision could bemade inthefuture if
desired, noting that the intent hasalways beentoreserve thecorridor.  

Councilmember Kuzma stated thathewould recommend that thelotbereserved, andhewould
notsupport aroadconnection atthistimebecause ofthelargeopposition totheissue.  Henoted
that theCitywould always have theability topursue that inthefuture.  

Mayor LeTourneau confirmed thestandpoint ofCouncilmember Kuzma totable theroad
connection atthistimebutstill reserve theoutlot andanoutlot fromCapstone inorder topreserve
thatability inthefuture.  

Councilmember Specht stated thathelikes theoverall planandadditional treepreservation.  He
alsoagreed that theconnection toBowers Drive should beremoved atthispoint.    

Councilmember Musgrove asked ifthecul-de-sacsproposed inthedevelopment would meet the
standards ofpublic safety.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill stated thatevery development project goes through a
development committee that includes representation fromallCitydepartments andnoted thatas
designed staff isnotconcerned with thecul-de-sacsizes proposed.    

Councilmember Musgrove asked ifthere hasbeen discussion tohaving athirdaccess toRiverdale
near the40-foot lots.  
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Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill stated that there isanundetermined development area inthe
future that isidentified withastubroad.  Hestated thatstaff feels that thetwoaccess points is
sufficient andadding additional access pointswould cause conflicts ontheaccess road.    

Councilmember Musgrove asked iftherewould beanyspecial easements ontheproperty, suchas
aconservation easement.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill stated that theprotected areawould beconveyed totheCity
andtheCitywould ownthatproperty infeetitletoprevent confusion andconflicts thathave
occurred inother neighborhoods thatusedconservation easements.    

Councilmember Musgrove agreed thatshewould liketoseethedevelopment move forward and
would alsosupport removing theroadconnection toBowers Drive.  

Councilmember Riley stated thatrightnowtheyarefocusing ontheprocess oflistening to
residents.  Hestated that there isalsoaprocess oflistening tothePlanning Commission, public
works andpublic safety whohaveallsaid thatconnection isnecessary.  Hestated thatoneofthe
goals oftheCity istohaveaconnected community.  Hestated thathewould support this
development moving forward without theconnection butwould want tocircle backtothat
potential connection inthefuture.  

Councilmember Menth stated thatiftheBowers Driveconnection iseliminated thatwould leave
twoaccess points intotheproposed development andasked ifthatwould beconsidered sufficient.    

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill confirmed thatwould bedeemed sufficient forthenew
development.  

Councilmember Menth commented that thestatement isoften madethatadecision ismade before
theywalk intotheroom andnoted that tonight theresidents thatspoke changed hismindonthis
issue.  Hestated thathelistened tothefour residents tonight andtheypersuaded him.  Hestated
thathewould liketoholdonto theright-of-waybutkeep Bowers Drive theway itis.  Hestated
that theresidents ofBowers Drivedonotwant thatconnection andtheCouncil issupposed to
represent theresidents.  

Councilmember Kuzma stated thatperhaps when thecurbs areinstalled therebeacurbcutinthat
location, which would allowpublic safety togothrough thatarea.  

Assistant CityAdministrator Gladhill stated thatevenifthere isnotaroadconnection, staffwould
still liketousethatcorridor toplaceahydrant inthatlocation.  Hestated that thedecision does
notneed tooccur today, butstaffwill continue those discussions.    

Councilmember Specht stated thathelikes thataconsensus wasreached.  Henoted thatifitwere
hisdecision completely, hewould even favor selling that landtoanadjacent landowner thatmay
beinterested.    
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MayorLeTourneau statedthathewasfondofhearingthestatement fromCouncilmember Menth
relatedtothefactthatresidents oftenbelievethattheCouncilhasmadeupitsmindbeforeentering
theroom.  HestatedthatmanytimesinhisyearsontheCouncil hehasthought thattheCouncil
wasinagreement onatopicbecauseoftheinformation fromstaffbutthathaschangedonmultiple
occasions becauseoftheinput fromthepublic.  Hestatedthathealsosupports theconsensus of
theCouncil tonight tosupport thisdevelopment moving forwardasproposed without the
connection toBowersDriveatthistime.  Hethanked Capstone forcontinuing toworkwith
residents andlistening totheirinput throughout thisprocess.  Hecommended Capstone for
preserving additional treesandbringing forwardasolidproject tothecommunity.    

Mr. Johnson thanked Capstone andthemembers oftheCouncil andCitystaffforhearing the
residents tonight.    

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL ANDSTAFFINPUT

CityAdministrator Ulrichannounced upcoming meetingsandevents.  

9. ADJOURNMENT

MotionbyCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toadjourn themeeting.  

Motioncarried.  

TheregularmeetingoftheCityCounciladjourned at8:32p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

KurtisG. Ulrich
CityAdministrator

ATTEST:  

KatieM. Schmidt
Administrative Assistant

DraftedbyAmanda Staple
TimeSaver OffSiteSecretarial, Inc.  

Arecording ofthismeeting isavailable forviewingonlineat www.qctv.org
http://www.qctv.org>.  Recordings areavailable for36monthsafterthedateofthemeeting.  
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