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CITY COUNCIL
CITYOFRAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OFMINNESOTA

TheRamsey CityCouncil conducted aregular meeting onTuesday, July14, 2020, attheRamsey
Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood DriveNW, Ramsey, Minnesota.  

Members Present: Mayor JohnLeTourneau
Councilmember Mark Kuzma
Councilmember JeffMenth
Councilmember Debra Musgrove
Councilmember ChrisRiley
Councilmember DanSpecht

Members Absent: None

AlsoPresent:  CityAdministrator Kurtis Ulrich
Finance Director DianaLund
Police Chief JeffKaters
Deputy CityAdministrator Timothy Gladhill
Communications andEvents Coordinator Megan Thorstad ( attended
remotely)  
CityAttorney JoeLangel

1. CALL TOORDER

Mayor LeTourneau called theregular meeting oftheRamsey CityCouncil toorder at7:00p.m.,  
followed bythePledge ofAllegiance ledbyMayor LeTourneau.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated thatallmembers oftheCouncil areattending inperson, but
members ofthepublic areinvited toparticipate inperson (inlimited capacity) andvirtually dueto
theCOVID-19pandemic.    

2. PRESENTATION

None.  

3. CITIZEN INPUT

ScottNewman, 16411 Dysprosium StNW, stated thatheispresent tospeak about theongoing
thcodeviolations at5431164 LaneNW.  Hestated thathewentaround theneighborhood the

previous daytospeak with theneighbors and their concerns related tothisproperty.  Hestated that
therearevehicles, trash, anumber ofbarking dogs, andother issues thathaveexisted since 2012.   
Hestated that theCouncil adopted aResolution #19-187lastAugust inattempt toresolve the
situation.  Henoted thatafollow-upResolution #20-025wasadopted bytheCouncil inJanuary.   
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Hestated thathasnotdone anything either.  Hestated that theneighbors repeatedly callstaff and
hehasyettoseeevenonedayofcompliance.  Henoted thatoneday there were12vehicles/trailers
ontheproperty.  He stated that theneighbors arevery frustrated that there hasnotbeenany
progress onthisproperty.  Henoted that sometimes thereareafewdayswhen thenumber of
vehicles isreduced tosix, butthenumber ofvehicles simply goesbackupafterafewdays.  He
stated thatstaffhasdecided thateight vehicles could nowbeontheproperty duetothenumber of
licensed drivers andyettheproperty still remains outofcompliance.  Hestated that theneighbors
areconcerned thatsomeofthese issues could causeother problems, using theexample ofrodents
coming because ofthetrashontheproperty orgroundwater issues thatcould arise fromthe
vehicles ontheproperty.  Hestated thatafter twoResolutions adopted bytheCouncil there isstill
noprogress being made andtheneighborhood simply wanted toexpress concern thatitisstillnot
being addressed.    

Mayor LeTourneau thanked theresident forproviding this input.  Hestated that this input isan
important stepforthenuisance caseandnoted thatstaff canworkwith theresident inanother way.   
Herecognized that therearecases intheCity thatcontinue tohaveCode violations andrequire
morework.  

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill stated thathecanspeak tothevehicles and items allowed, but
notthebarking dogs.  Hestated thathewastold that theowner obtained thenecessary licensure
fortheanimals.  Heconfirmed that therewasamajor issuewith thevehicles andstorage onthe
property, which wasmorenoticeable when Community Development tookonthecase.  Hestated
that there wasmore junkanddebris inthebackyard.  Henoted that theresident isasenior citizen
anddoesnothavemuch family intown, therefore staffwaswilling toworkwith theresident to
provide additional time.  Hestated that there isanactive abatement notice thatwassentearlier this
weekwithaten-daycompliance period.  Henoted thataction wouldbring thetotalnumber of
vehicles under thenumber ofsix.  Heprovided anupdate onthefinesandfuture abatement that
could continue tooccur fortheproperty.  

Mayor LeTourneau summarized that therewasaperiod oftimeinwhich theproperty came into
compliance andtherefore thatcasewasclosed out.  Henoted thatwhen theproperty hadadditional
violations, that triggered anewenforcement case, which started theclock overagain butnowthat
theabatement process hasbegun, enforcement cancontinue onamoreswiftschedule.    

Mr. Newman stated thathedisagrees that theproperty came intocompliance atanytime during
thatperiod.  Henoted that thenumber oftrailers continues tonotbecounted inthetotalnumber
ofitems allowed ontheproperty.  Hestated that therearefivepitbulls ontheproperty andifa
kennel license wasgoing tobeissued, thatwould require apublic hearing.    

thGreg Drahosh, 5451164 LaneNW, stated thatheistheneighbor tothewestoftheproperty in
discussion.  Heasked ifthedoglicensure mentioned bystaffwasakennel license.  Hestated that
hewasinformed thatakennel license would require apublic hearing andhewould benotified of
suchaction.  Hestated thathehasyettobenotified ofthat request.  Hestated that thedogs bark
atalltimesofthedayandnight andisanuisance.  Hestated that thishasbeenafrustrating issue
that thisproperty hasnotcome intocompliance.    
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Mayor LeTourneau encouraged theresidents tocall tovoice their issues with thedogs inorder to
have those issues documented.  

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill stated thathehasyettohearthedogsbarkwhen heisonthe
site.  Hestated that therewasflexibility given through thewinter andduetoCOVID, butnoted
thatenforcement will happen morequickly andaggressively going forward.  

4. APPROVE AGENDA

Mayor LeTourneau noted thatithasbeen requested tomove Item5.10fromtheConsent Agenda
totheregular Council Business fordiscussion.  

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toapprove theagenda
aspresented.   

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Musgrove, Kuzma,  
Menth, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

5. CONSENT AGENDA

Motion byCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Kuzma, toapprove thefollowing
itemsontheConsent Agenda:  

5.01: Approve thefollowing Meeting Minutes:  
1) CityCouncil Work Session dated June23, 2020
2) CityCouncil Regular dated June23, 2020

5.02: Approve Business Licenses
5.03: Approve Rental Licenses
5.04: Approve Revisions totheStaffAllocation inBuilding Inspections
5.05: Adopt Resolution #20-145Approving Cash Disbursements Made andAuthorizing

Payment ofAccounts Payable Invoicing Received During thePeriod ofJune18, 2020
through July8, 2020

5.06: Adopt Resolution #20-139Approving Corrections tothePlatKnown asPearson Place
Project No. 16-31a); CaseofOttoAssociates

5.07: Adopt Resolution #20-140Appointing Election Judges forthePrimary Election on
August 11, 2020

5.08: Adopt Resolution #20-141Authorizing UseofAnoka County Housing andRedevelopment
Authority Funds forPumaStreet Improvements, Improvement Project #20-04

5.09: Adopt Resolution #20-142Authorizing Requests forQuotes toRelocate Sand Stockpiled
onTheCORInfiltration Basin SitetoMunicipal Plaza Park

5.10: Adopt Resolution #20-143Approving Second Addendum toLease withYouthFirst
Community ofPromise forUseofOutdoor AreasThis itemwasremoved fromtheConsent
Agenda andconsidered asItem7.06

5.11: Adopt Resolution #20-147Approving Expansion ofLawful, Non-Conforming Driveway
at15710 Saint Francis Boulevard NW
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