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CITY COUNCIL
CITYOFRAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OFMINNESOTA

TheRamsey CityCouncil conducted aregular meeting onTuesday, July14, 2020, attheRamsey
Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood DriveNW, Ramsey, Minnesota.  

Members Present: Mayor JohnLeTourneau
Councilmember Mark Kuzma
Councilmember JeffMenth
Councilmember Debra Musgrove
Councilmember ChrisRiley
Councilmember DanSpecht

Members Absent: None

AlsoPresent:  CityAdministrator Kurtis Ulrich
Finance Director DianaLund
Police Chief JeffKaters
Deputy CityAdministrator Timothy Gladhill
Communications andEvents Coordinator Megan Thorstad ( attended
remotely)  
CityAttorney JoeLangel

1. CALL TOORDER

Mayor LeTourneau called theregular meeting oftheRamsey CityCouncil toorder at7:00p.m.,  
followed bythePledge ofAllegiance ledbyMayor LeTourneau.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated thatallmembers oftheCouncil areattending inperson, but
members ofthepublic areinvited toparticipate inperson (inlimited capacity) andvirtually dueto
theCOVID-19pandemic.    

2. PRESENTATION

None.  

3. CITIZEN INPUT

ScottNewman, 16411 Dysprosium StNW, stated thatheispresent tospeak about theongoing
thcodeviolations at5431164 LaneNW.  Hestated thathewentaround theneighborhood the

previous daytospeak with theneighbors and their concerns related tothisproperty.  Hestated that
therearevehicles, trash, anumber ofbarking dogs, andother issues thathaveexisted since 2012.   
Hestated that theCouncil adopted aResolution #19-187lastAugust inattempt toresolve the
situation.  Henoted thatafollow-upResolution #20-025wasadopted bytheCouncil inJanuary.   
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Hestated thathasnotdone anything either.  Hestated that theneighbors repeatedly callstaff and
hehasyettoseeevenonedayofcompliance.  Henoted thatoneday there were12vehicles/trailers
ontheproperty.  He stated that theneighbors arevery frustrated that there hasnotbeenany
progress onthisproperty.  Henoted that sometimes thereareafewdayswhen thenumber of
vehicles isreduced tosix, butthenumber ofvehicles simply goesbackupafterafewdays.  He
stated thatstaffhasdecided thateight vehicles could nowbeontheproperty duetothenumber of
licensed drivers andyettheproperty still remains outofcompliance.  Hestated that theneighbors
areconcerned thatsomeofthese issues could causeother problems, using theexample ofrodents
coming because ofthetrashontheproperty orgroundwater issues thatcould arise fromthe
vehicles ontheproperty.  Hestated thatafter twoResolutions adopted bytheCouncil there isstill
noprogress being made andtheneighborhood simply wanted toexpress concern thatitisstillnot
being addressed.    

Mayor LeTourneau thanked theresident forproviding this input.  Hestated that this input isan
important stepforthenuisance caseandnoted thatstaff canworkwith theresident inanother way.   
Herecognized that therearecases intheCity thatcontinue tohaveCode violations andrequire
morework.  

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill stated thathecanspeak tothevehicles and items allowed, but
notthebarking dogs.  Hestated thathewastold that theowner obtained thenecessary licensure
fortheanimals.  Heconfirmed that therewasamajor issuewith thevehicles andstorage onthe
property, which wasmorenoticeable when Community Development tookonthecase.  Hestated
that there wasmore junkanddebris inthebackyard.  Henoted that theresident isasenior citizen
anddoesnothavemuch family intown, therefore staffwaswilling toworkwith theresident to
provide additional time.  Hestated that there isanactive abatement notice thatwassentearlier this
weekwithaten-daycompliance period.  Henoted thataction wouldbring thetotalnumber of
vehicles under thenumber ofsix.  Heprovided anupdate onthefinesandfuture abatement that
could continue tooccur fortheproperty.  

Mayor LeTourneau summarized that therewasaperiod oftimeinwhich theproperty came into
compliance andtherefore thatcasewasclosed out.  Henoted thatwhen theproperty hadadditional
violations, that triggered anewenforcement case, which started theclock overagain butnowthat
theabatement process hasbegun, enforcement cancontinue onamoreswiftschedule.    

Mr. Newman stated thathedisagrees that theproperty came intocompliance atanytime during
thatperiod.  Henoted that thenumber oftrailers continues tonotbecounted inthetotalnumber
ofitems allowed ontheproperty.  Hestated that therearefivepitbulls ontheproperty andifa
kennel license wasgoing tobeissued, thatwould require apublic hearing.    

thGreg Drahosh, 5451164 LaneNW, stated thatheistheneighbor tothewestoftheproperty in
discussion.  Heasked ifthedoglicensure mentioned bystaffwasakennel license.  Hestated that
hewasinformed thatakennel license would require apublic hearing andhewould benotified of
suchaction.  Hestated thathehasyettobenotified ofthat request.  Hestated that thedogs bark
atalltimesofthedayandnight andisanuisance.  Hestated that thishasbeenafrustrating issue
that thisproperty hasnotcome intocompliance.    
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Mayor LeTourneau encouraged theresidents tocall tovoice their issues with thedogs inorder to
have those issues documented.  

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill stated thathehasyettohearthedogsbarkwhen heisonthe
site.  Hestated that therewasflexibility given through thewinter andduetoCOVID, butnoted
thatenforcement will happen morequickly andaggressively going forward.  

4. APPROVE AGENDA

Mayor LeTourneau noted thatithasbeen requested tomove Item5.10fromtheConsent Agenda
totheregular Council Business fordiscussion.  

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toapprove theagenda
aspresented.   

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Musgrove, Kuzma,  
Menth, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

5. CONSENT AGENDA

Motion byCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Kuzma, toapprove thefollowing
itemsontheConsent Agenda:  

5.01: Approve thefollowing Meeting Minutes:  
1) CityCouncil Work Session dated June23, 2020
2) CityCouncil Regular dated June23, 2020

5.02: Approve Business Licenses
5.03: Approve Rental Licenses
5.04: Approve Revisions totheStaffAllocation inBuilding Inspections
5.05: Adopt Resolution #20-145Approving Cash Disbursements Made andAuthorizing

Payment ofAccounts Payable Invoicing Received During thePeriod ofJune18, 2020
through July8, 2020

5.06: Adopt Resolution #20-139Approving Corrections tothePlatKnown asPearson Place
Project No. 16-31a); CaseofOttoAssociates

5.07: Adopt Resolution #20-140Appointing Election Judges forthePrimary Election on
August 11, 2020

5.08: Adopt Resolution #20-141Authorizing UseofAnoka County Housing andRedevelopment
Authority Funds forPumaStreet Improvements, Improvement Project #20-04

5.09: Adopt Resolution #20-142Authorizing Requests forQuotes toRelocate Sand Stockpiled
onTheCORInfiltration Basin SitetoMunicipal Plaza Park

5.10: Adopt Resolution #20-143Approving Second Addendum toLease withYouthFirst
Community ofPromise forUseofOutdoor AreasThis itemwasremoved fromtheConsent
Agenda andconsidered asItem7.06

5.11: Adopt Resolution #20-147Approving Expansion ofLawful, Non-Conforming Driveway
at15710 Saint Francis Boulevard NW
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5.12: Adopt Resolution #20-148Authorizing BidLetting forPublic Works Facility Project #20- 
07

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Menth, Kuzma, Musgrove,  
Riley, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

6. PUBLIC HEARING

6.01: Public Hearing: Introduce Proposed Ordinance #20-11Implementing aGas
Franchise FeeonCenterpoint Energy forProviding GasService Within theCityof
Ramsey, Introduce Proposed Ordinance #20-12Implementing anElectric Franchise
FeeonConnexus Energy forProviding Electric Service Within theCityofRamsey
andIntroduce Proposed Ordinance #20-13Implementing anElectric Franchise Fee
ontheCityofAnoka Electric forProviding Electric Service Within theCityof
Ramsey

Presentation

CityAdministrator Ulrich introduced thecaserelated toimplementation ofafranchise feewhich
would beused forpavement management.  Heprovided details onthepavement management
program inRamsey andasummary ofthedetails ofthe2015 through 2019 pavement management
summary which used theassessment method.  Hereviewed thefunding options identified inthe
staff report.    

Finance Director Lundreviewed theremainder ofthestaff reportandrecommendation tointroduce
therespective ordinances related toimplementing afranchise feeonsaidutilities.    

Councilmember Musgrove asked forclarification ontheadministrative feeandthechange from
fivetotenpercent.  

Finance Director Lund explained thatthetenpercent includes alladministrative costs associated
withstaff timeandthepublic hearings.  

Public Hearing

Mayor LeTourneau called thepublic hearing toorderat7:37p.m.  

Citizen Input

JimBenson, 14131 Junkite StNW, stated thatheisamember oftheCharter Commission and
therefore hasaspecial interest inthis.  Hestated that inhisopinion, afranchise feeisthewrong
formofroad funding asitisaregressive taxthatcharges people thatdonotownproperty.  He
stated that residents thathavegasorelectric service willbecharged, whether ornottheyown
property orusetheroads.  Hestated thatpeople would paylessthrough funding theroad
improvements through thetaxlevy.  Hereviewed twodifferent calculations thatheusedto
determine howtheCitycould fund roads through property taxes.  Hereviewed language within
Chapter 8intheCharter, which hebelieves isbeing corrupted.  Hebelieved that theonlypeople
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thatwould benefit fromthischange infunding would beproperties withvalues over $301,000.  He
stated thatproperty taxes aredeductible, butfranchise feesarenot.    

Brian Walker, 17289 Variolite StNW, asked forclarification ontheline itemswithin the
1,900,000.  

Finance Director Lund explained theitems thatadded together equate tothe $1,900,000.    

thKenMadden, 6021145 LnNE, stated thatheisagainst thewhole ideaoffranchise fees.  He
stated thatinevitably itwillnever beenough.  Hestated thatthisdoesnotmake sense.  Hestated
thatalthough there isafive-year sunset, themembership oftheCouncil couldbedifferent infive
years andthechoice could bemade toincrease thefranchise fee.  Hestated that $14permonth
willnothurthim, itwillhurt others inthecommunity thatperhaps donothaveacarandwould
receive nobenefit from this.  Hestated thatanexcise taxcould beusedasthatwould bebased of
those thathaveadriver’slicense.  Heasked thatother methods bereviewed.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated thatanexcise taxinnotavailable inMinnesota.  Heconfirmed
that theStatute would needtobechanged attheState level inorder tomake those other funding
mechanisms available tocities.  

Mayor LeTourneau noted that theCouncil hasdiscussed many other options overtheyears, as
these discussions haveoccurred onaCouncil level since 2013.  Hestated thateveryone agrees that
theroads needtobefixedandthatamethod needs tobechosen tofundthat improvement.    

Dede Larson, 14990 Waco StNW, commended theCouncil fortheyears when shedidnotpay
attention because things weregoing well.  Shestated thatWaco Street wasrepaired with the
exception ofoneblock.  Shestated thatherroadsegment isnotscheduled toberepaired until
2029.  Shestated thatshedoes notsupport thefranchise feeasthat isatax.  Shestated that
government ismeant toprotect thepeople andprovide roads andbelieves thatiswhathertax
dollars should bespenton.  Shequestioned whythebudget inRamsey isnotsufficient toprovide
for theroads.  Sherecognized that themethod ofassessment istough.  Sheasked what isincluded
inthebudget thatshould notbe, noting that roadsshould beincluded.  

Councilmember Riley stated thattheCouncil andPublic Works isaware ofthatsection ofroadon
Waco, noting thathehascomplained about thatsegment inthepast.  

Mr. Benson stated thathehasbeen engaged indiscussions onthistopiconsocial media, noting
thatonecomment wasmade thatsenior citizens havedifficulty paying assessments compared to
thefranchise feemethod.  Heasked ifassessments canbespread outover timeforrepayment.  

Finance Director Lund replied that reconstructions canbespread over20years andanoverlay can
bespread over tenyears.  

Mr. Benson commented thatseems likealongtimetobeabletospread thecostofanassessment.   
Henoted thatifanassessment could bespread over tenor20years, thatshould belessthanthe
franchise fees.  Hestated thatutilities havenothing todowith theroads andtherefore theproperty
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taxes should bethemethod tofundtheimprovement.  Hestated that thebenefit bytheroads is
realized bythose thatownproperty.  

Mr. Madden commented thathepreviously livedinAndover andreceived anassessment of
4,000, which wasspread over tenyearsandhebelieved tobeareasonable cost.  Hestated that

hedidgototheCityCouncil tocomplain about thatassessment butstillbelieved thatan
assessment would beamore reasonable method offunding.    

Mayor LeTourneau stated that there seems tobeaconcern aboutwhat thefranchise feeiscalled.   
Herecognized that franchise feesareataxandtheCouncil agrees with thatpoint.  Hestated that
funds havetobecollected inonewayoranother anditisatax.  Hestated thatoftheoptions
available, noneareperfect andtherefore theyaretrying tofindthebestmethod forthecommunity.    

Mr. Walker stated thatheisgladtohear theCouncil admit thatthiswould beataxontheresidents.   
Hestated that theMinnesota Supreme Court hasalready ruledonthefeesthatcities arecharging
andarecalling itatax.  Hecautioned against collecting feesthatcould needtobepaidback.  He
stated thathebelieves that theCouncil willapprove this, nomatter thecomments made tonight.   
Hebelieved thatafive-year trialperiod istoolong, asmanyofthemembers oftheCouncil may
notbehere infiveyears which means that therewould notbeaccountability.  Hecommented that
those thatsupport thisshould needtobeaccountable.  Hestated that transparency islostin
budgeting byusing these typesoffeesand therefore people arenotheldaccountable forthe
decisions theymake fortheresidents.  

Mayor LeTourneau commented that theordinance could beintroduced andpassed bytheCouncil.   
Heasked iftheCouncil would have thepower torescind theordinance during that five-yearperiod.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich commented thataswithanyordinance adopted bytheCouncil, the
Council canchange ormodify theordinance atanytime.  Heexplained that thereason forthefive- 
year review istokeep theaccountability.  

Mayor LeTourneau commented that theassessment policy wasdone inthesame manner, witha
five-yeartrialperiod.  Hestated that theCouncil willcontinue tostatethat this isatransparent tax
thatwillbeusedasdedicated funding forroads.  Hestated thathewould beopentohaving a
discussion ofhow thatcould bemadebetter.  

thChelsea Howell, 5250156 LnNW, stated thatsheagrees with thecomments made thusfarthat
afranchise feeisaregressive tax.  Shedidnotbelieve nowisthetimetoburden people with
additional taxes.  Shestated thatsheisconcerned fortheresidents thathavealready paid
assessments andasked fordetails onhowthose residents would beimpacted.  

Finance Director Lund provided additional clarification onwhat those residents would beeligible
for.  

Ms. Howell stated thatshedoesnotfeel itisfairtodouble taxpeople.  Shestated that themajority
ofwhat residents wantshould betaken intoconsideration andnoted thateveryone tonight has
spoken against this idea.    
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JoshFuerick, 14573 Bowers Drive, stated thatattheendoftheday, this isthecheapest way for
residents tofundtheroad improvements needed.  Hestated thatthis isthemostefficient wayof
funding.  Henoted thateven though anassessment canbepaidover years, interest ischarged, and
theCity isbonding which addsadditional cost.  Henoted that timeisalsowasted bypeople
complaining about theassessments andpetitioning against road projects.  Hecommented thateach
person ischarged thesameamount, regardless ofproperty value.  Hestated that theCityshould
looktospend the leastamount ofmoney tofixtheroadsandmoveon.  Hestated that thepeople
thathavebeen charged assessments most likelysupport the $14monthly payment over the $6,000
assessment theywerecharged.    

Mr. Benson reviewed thelanguage related toChapter 8oftheCityCharter related tospecial
assessments.  Hestated that this language wasdeveloped prior tothe ideaoffranchise feeseven
being thought of.  Hestated thatiftheCitywants tousefranchise fees there should beaCity
referendum toremove thespecial assessment section fromtheCityCharter.    

TroyCooper, 15160 Cobalt StNW, stated thatwhen highdensity housing wasadded toRamsey,  
theideawasthathousing product would addtothetaxbase.  Heaskedwhere those fundswent as
theydidnotrequire additional roads forthose structures.  Heasked theprotections thatwould be
inplace toprevent taxincreases asfranchise feeswouldbeoutside ofthatcap.  Hecommented
thatfrom 2019to2020hisproperty taxes increased 4.5percent and thefranchise feewould be
another sixpercent peryear.  Hestated thatheisalsoabusiness owner inRamsey sowould be
paying twice.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated that theadditional taxbaseisreflecting intheannual budget and
levy, therefore thevalueoftheapartments isshown andoffset the levy.  Hestated thatiftherates
intheordinance were changed, thesame process would needtobefollowed withpublic hearings.   
Hestated thatcurrently there isnotaproperty taxcaponthelevy.  Hestated that there have been
levy limits inthepast, setbytheState, buttheState hasnotplaced alimit inthepastseveral years.    

Finance Director Lund stated thataproperty taxamount would bebased offtheareaoftheCity
theproperty islocated in.  Sheprovided further clarification ontheTIFDistrict andthefunds
collected through thatmethod.  Sheexplained that for thedevelopment thatoccurs within The
COR, thevalueofthose improvements hastostaywithin theTIFDistrict forasetperiod oftime.  

Mayor LeTourneau commented that theTIFDistricts aremeant tohelp development andattract
different uses within thoseTIFDistricts basedonplanning.    

Finance Director Lund explained that theproperty taxdollars for those developments have
restrictions onwhat they canbeused forduring thatsetperiod.  

Mr. Benson asked ifproperty taxdollars within TheCORcouldnotbeused forroad improvements
outside ofthatarea.  

Finance Director Lund stated thatproperties builtwithin that taxincrement district would have
restrictions.  Shenoted that theproperty taxes generated bythelandvalue itselfwould gointothe
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general fund.  Sheprovided additional clarification ontax increment districts andfinancing and
howthose funds couldbeused.  

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill readaloud anemail received earlier today fromtheproperty
owners at14431 Wolfram StNWthatwasdistributed totheCouncil which supports thefranchise
fee.    

MattLook, 2614Wingfield inAnoka, stated that theCouncil hasatough job.  Henoted thathis
firstvoteasaCouncilmember inRamsey wasa $1,500,000roadproject inRamsey.  Hestated that
afterawhile perhaps themembers oftheCouncil become numb tothecostofroadprojects.  He
stated thatAnoka County isthesecond fastest growing County andRamsey isoneofthefastest
growing communities.  Hestated that theconcept ofprevious Councils kicking thecandown the
roadonroadprojects istrueasmany Councils didnotwant totackle that issue.  Hestated that
when hewasontheCouncil, $1,500,000wasallocated forroads.  Hestated thatdecisions have to
bemade onhowfundswillbespent, such asthe $20,000,000CityHallbuilding.  Henoted thata
firestation wastorndown anda $5,000,000firestation wasconstructed initsplace.  Hestated
that tonight theCouncil willconsider aPublic Works Facility, which isapriority.  Henoted that
roads areapriority buthavenotbeen identified asapriority inthebudget.  Hestated thatthereare
certain jobsthat thegovernment isrequired todo, suchasroads andunfortunately thisbecomes
anissueofneeds andwants.  Hestated that theneed inRamsey isroads andhasbeen foralong
time.  Heasked theCouncil toconsider what thecurrent budget isbeing spentonandwhether
those areneeds orwants.    

Mayor LeTourneau stated thatitisdifficult tomake tough decisions suchasthis, noting thathe
hasnotyet feltnumb toanyofthosedecisions.  Heappreciated theacknowledgement ofthe
difficulty inmaking these decisions.  Hestated thatitisunfortunate thatasustainable road funding
could nothavebeen found whenMr. Look wasontheCouncil orprior tohistimeontheCouncil.   
Hestated that theyhave learned fromthose pastexamples thatdedicated funding isneeded.  He
stated thatRamsey isacommunity that isgrowing andtherefore something cannot beignored to
fixsomething elseandtherefore theytrytodothebest jobofmanaging alltheneedsofthe
community.  

Deputy CityAdministrator read aloudawritten comment fromtheresidents at6040 Radium Circle
NWwhich states thattheysupport thefranchise feemethod asovera30-year period the $14per
month would becheaper thantheassessment theywould receive iftheirupcoming roadproject
were assessed.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich advised ofanonline survey available forresidents, noting thatwritten
copies arealsoavailable atCityHall.    

Mr. Madden stated thathedoesnotseeaguarantee that thefeewould remain $14permonth in
perpetuity.  Hestated thathelikes that thiswould bededicated funding butdoesnotlike thelack
oftransparency inhowthefeecould beincreased.    

Mayor LeTourneau commented that theamount ofthefeewould besetinordinance andtherefore
forthatamount tochange, theordinance itselfwould needtochange.  
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Motion byCouncilmember Kuzma, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toclose thepublic
hearing.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Musgrove, Menth,  
Riley, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

Thepublic hearing wasclosed at8:27p.m.  

Council Business

Councilmember Specht thanked everyone thathastaken timetoprovide input.  Hestated that
everyone agrees that theroads needtobefixed.  Hestated thatCityservices areoffered through
theproperty taxand therefore hebelieves roadsshould bedone inthesame manner.  He
commented thatpeople would beassessed based onthevalueoftheirhome, asthey arewith the
otherCityservices.  Hestated that franchise feeswould taxthose inapartments andnon-profits
which serve people inthecommunity.  

Councilmember Riley stated that theCouncil hasdiscussed thismany timesover thepastseveral
yearsandalotofinformation hasbeen reviewed anddebated.  Heagreed thatthis isatax.  He
stated thatproperties assessed forroad improvements arenottheonlyones thatbenefit fromthe
improvement andprovided examples ofJarvis, Andre, andSunwood inwhich thefewproperties
ontheroadwere assessed butmanyothers benefit.  Henoted that theassessment process hasan
additional administrative costof tenpercent andthedebt portion hasbecome aproblem forthe
City.  Hestated thateveryone uses theroads, regardless ofwhether theyownavehicle.  Hestated
thatthis franchise feehasbeenplanned tofullyaccount fortheroadneedsofthecommunity.  He
stated that inthepastupto $6,636hasbeen assessed foraroadproject, which equates to40years
offranchise fees.  Hestated thatmany neighboring cities usefranchise fees.  Hestated that the
other choice would betoplace theroad improvements onthetaxlevy.  Hestated thatiftheCity
were tolevytheamount ofmoney needed forstreets thatwould equate toa15percent increase in
taxes.  Hestated that levies arenotbased onincome, butrather property value.  Hestated that
while there maybesome correlation between income andproperty value, that isnotalways the
case.  Hestated that inthelast fewyears about 10percent ofthose that filetaxes itemize their tax
return, which goes towards theargument thatproperty taxes canbeitemized.  Hestated thatthis
Council isaccountable every time there isanelection.    

Councilmember Musgrove stated that there hasbeenalotofdiscussion about thistopic in
worksessions.  Shestated thatsheappreciates theinput fromtheresidents todayand themajority
ofresidents would prefer tohave roads funded through assessments orthe levy.  She commented
that roadshavenotbeenapriority inRamsey foralongtime.  Shecommented thatthe $500,000
included inthebudget forroads islaughable.  Shestated that thecomments from residents tonight
support thecomments shehasmade throughout thisdiscussion.  Shestated that residents can
receive aproperty taxrefund, whether theyrentorown.  Shecommented that franchise feeshave
tobepaidanddonotgoaway.  Shestated thatthere isnoguarantee that taxeswillnot increase if
this franchise feeispassed.  Shestated thatshewillnotsupport thisordinance.    
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Mayor LeTourneau asked howdebt iscarried fortheroaddebt.    

Finance Director Lund explained howtheroadbonds arecarried asdebtandincluded inbudgets.   
Shestated thatcurrently theCityhas fourbonds forroaddebt, which arecarried over20years.  

Mayor LeTourneau stated that inaddition tothe $500,000that isannually budgeted forroads, the
Cityalsohastheroadbonds included inthebudget asdebt.    

Councilmember Kuzma stated that theCouncil considers theroadsvery important ashewasapart
oftheteam thatenacted theassessment process.  Hestated that theroads arerated annually, and
theyattempt toaddress theworst roadseach year.  Hestated that theCityhasdone radar
penetrating throughout theCityandhasfound that roads built25years agodidnotmeet the
requirements forbituminous, therefore there isnotenough roadtocomplete amill andoverlay and
areconstruction isneeded.  Hestated that thishasbecome ahugeproblem thatwillnotgoaway.   
Hestated that thefranchise feewillprovide thatdedicated funding inorder toreally tackle this
problem inafairmanner.  Hestated thatiftheroads areputonthetaxlevy, thetaxeswill increase.   
Hestated thathesupports thisaction.  

Councilmember Menth stated thateachyear theCitywas taking outdebt tofixroads, noting that
thereare fourroadbonds.  Hestated thateachyeartheCitypays interest onthatdebtandifthe
Citycontinues with theprogram ofborrowing themoney andassessing theresidents, by2029 the
Citywouldbepaying $2,300,000oninterest anddebt.    

Mayor LeTourneau stated that theyneedtomonitor howthemoney isspent for theCity forthe
best interest ofthecommunity.  Hestated that thereality ofaccumulating thatmuch debtand
paying thatmuch ininterest doesnot feel fiscally responsible.  Hestated that thefranchise feeisa
much more fiscally responsible waytocollect thefunds andusethemoney.  Hestated that
ultimately thiswill save theCitymillions ofdollars.  

Councilmember Musgrove stated thatsheisnotfordebtandwould want toseealine iteminthe
budget.  Shestated thatherconcern isthattheCouncils inthepasthavenotdone thejobnecessary
fortheCity intermsofroads.  Shestated thatshewillnotsupport thisaction.    

Motion byCouncilmember Musgrove, seconded byCouncilmember Specht, thatRamsey fund its
roads through abylinebudget ofanumber between $1,000,000to $1,300,000witha25percent
assessment or100percent levy.  

Further discussion:  Councilmember Specht stated thathebelieves including thefunding through
thebudget wouldbethebest idea.  Hestated thatheisunsure oftheexact figures included inthe
motion andbelieve that thefunds needed should beallocated.  Hestated that including theitemin
thebudget isthemost transparent method.  Councilmember Kuzma stated thathewould oppose
thisasthatwould equate toa15percent increase inthebudget along withother roaddebt, which
wouldbea20percent increase intaxes andwould make Ramsey lessattractive forbusinesses.   
Mayor LeTourneau stated that thereweremany comments related tocontrolling andmanaging
this.  Hestated thathelikes that thiswould dothat through ordinance.  Henoted thataprevious
Council setaside funding forroads whichwasreversed byalaterCouncil.  Hestated that there
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wasadiscussion ofthelevyincreasing by15percent intheworksession earlier tonight, which
related tothenbudgeting lessamounts forroads.  Heexplained that ishowthecangetskicked
down theroadandtherewould notbeenough control andguidelines.  Councilmember Specht
stated that thiswould addawhole newtax, which isstillanincrease.    

Motion failed.  Voting Yes:  Councilmembers Musgrove andSpecht.  Voting No: Mayor
LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Menth andRiley.  

Motion byCouncilmember Kuzma, seconded byCouncilmember Riley, to Introduce Proposed
Ordinance #20-11Implementing aGas Franchise FeeonCenterpoint Energy forProviding Gas
Service Within theCityofRamsey, Introduce Proposed Ordinance #20-12Implementing an
Electric Franchise FeeonConnexus Energy forProviding Electric Service Within theCityof
Ramsey, andIntroduce Proposed Ordinance #20-13Implementing anElectric Franchise Feeon
theCityofAnoka Electric forProviding Electric Service Within theCityofRamsey.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Riley, andMenth.   
Voting No: Councilmembers Musgrove andSpecht.  

Mayor LeTourneau briefly recessed themeeting.  

Mayor LeTourneau reconvened themeeting.  

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS

7.01: Approve aProfessional Services Contract Extension fortheTinklenberg Group

CityAdministrator Ulrich reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation toapprove thecontract
extension asoutlined intheproposal.  

Allen Tinklenberg, TheTinklenberg Group, provided anupdate onthespecial session thatshould
begin thefollowing weekandhighlighted themain topicsofdiscussion.  Hestated thathefeels
good about theadditional funding opportunities forRamsey andtheHighway 10project.  Hestated
that theonly issuewillbewhether thediscussion onother issues cancome together topassa
bonding bill.  Hestated thatwith theissues thateveryone isfacing because ofCOVID, theCity
hasnotbeenable totakemoreofavictory lapforthe $40,000,000thatwasawarded tothe
community fortheproject.  Hereviewed someofthediscussions that laidthegroundwork forthe
grant tobeawarded andnoted thatitisahuge success.  Hestated that thegrant hasadeadline,  
which isgood andputs thepressure onother entities tohelp thisproject move forward.    

Councilmember Specht commented thatMr. Tinklenberg isgreatatwhathedoes.    

Motion byCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Kuzma, toapprove a12-month
extension tothecontract withTheTinklenberg Group.  

Further discussion: Councilmember Musgrove asked fordetails ontheHighway 10workgroup
andhowoften thatgroup ismeeting during therecent times.  Mr. Tinklenberg stated that there
havenotbeen regular meetings because ofCOVID, noting that thegroup lastmet inJanuary to
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ensure theentities werecoordinating intermsofeffortandmoving forward.  Henoted thatthe
proposed legislation waswritten andagreed uponatthat time.  Councilmember Musgrove asked

thifMr. Tinklenberg could come back totheAugust 26 Council meeting toprovide anupdate.   
Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill stated that there havebeensome meetings oftheHighway 10
coalition, justonasmaller scale andnoted thatMr. Tinklenberg hasalsoparticipated inother
meetings onbehalf oftheCity.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Menth, Kuzma, Musgrove,  
Riley, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

7.02: Introduce Ordinance #20-10Amending BulkStandards intheR-1Residential
District

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation tointroduce
Ordinance #20-10amending thebulkstandards intheR-1Residential District.  

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toIntroduce Ordinance
20-10Amending Bulk Standards intheR-1Residential District.  

Further discussion: Mayor LeTourneau expressed appreciation tostaffand thePlanning
Commission fortheinput they provide.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Musgrove, Kuzma,  
Menth, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

7.03: Adopt Resolution #20-149Formally Canceling the2020Happy Days Festival

Communications andEvents Coordinator Thorstad reviewed thestaff report and recommendation
toformally cancel the2020Happy Days Festival andcontinue preparations foraseriesofsmaller,  
socially distant activities referred toasHappy Daze.  Inaddition, staff recommends entering into
negotiations withHello! Booking Inc. toreschedule theHappy DaysMain Stage Entertainment
performance byG.B. Leighton.  

Councilmember Specht thanked staff fortheirworkonthiscase.  Heasked ifthefireworks would
occur.  

Communications andEvents Coordinator Thorstad stated thatwasonadraft schedule withacost
between $5,000to $8,000.  Sheexplained thatwas removed because itwas themostexpensive
activity.  Shenoted thatcould beadded backifinterested.  

Councilmember Riley stated thathewould besupportive oflooking intoafireworks show.  He
stated that thecarshow isshown asitsownevent andasked ifitcould becombined tooccur with
theotheractivities.  

Communications andEvents Coordinator Thorstad confirmed thattheevent time could bechanged
tobetter alignwith theother activities.  
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Motion byCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toAdopt Resolution
20-149Formally Canceling the2020Happy Days Festival.  

Further discussion: Councilmember Specht stated thatherespects andunderstands theneedtodo
this, butpersonally doesnotlikethe ideaofcanceling theevent.  Hestated thathedoessupport
theother activities occurring butnoted thathewillnotbesupporting thismotion.  Mayor
LeTourneau appreciated theeffortofstaff toprovide some typeofcommunity celebration during
thistimeofCOVID.  Herecognized thatstaff timeisatapremium rightnowandencouraged staff
tocome forward ifthereareissues planning forthealternate activities.    

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Menth, Musgrove, Kuzma,  
andRiley.  Voting No: Councilmember Specht.  

7.04: Introduce Ordinance #20-15Approving anAddition toChapter 54oftheCityCode:  
Traffic andVehicles (Municipal Parking Ramp Regulations)  

CityAdministrator Ulrich reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation tointroduce and finally
adopt theordinance toestablish governing theuseoftheRamsey Parking Ramp.  

Motion byCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Riley, toIntroduce Ordinance
20-15Adding toChapter 54oftheCityCode: Traffic andVehicles.  

Further discussion: Councilmember Specht thanked staff fortheirworkonthis, noting thathehas
received multiple complaints fromresidents related tothistopicand ishappy theCity isableto
address theissue.  Councilmember Musgrove commented that thiswillmakeiteasier forstaff to
enforce theissue andappreciated theworkofstaff.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Menth, Riley, Kuzma,  
Musgrove, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

7.05: Motion toUpdate theRemote Attendance Policy

CityAdministrator Ulrich reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation toapprove theupdated
Remote Attendance Policy.  

Councilmember Riley asked ifthisisbasedonState law orthe interpretation oftheCity,  
specifically related totheunlimited number oftimes thiscould bedone.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated that theState lawdoesnot limit thenumber oftimes a
Councilmember could remotely attend ameeting andtheprevious pilotpolicyofRamsey was
more restrictive.    

Councilmember Riley stated thathesupports thechanges tothepolicy with theexception ofthe
unlimited number oftimes foramember toattend remotely.  
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Mayor LeTourneau stated thatheisinterpreting that language tobeflexible enough toallow
someone thatmayhavebeen exposed tothevirustonotattend, orperhaps amember thatdidnot
feelsafeabout attending.  Hestated thatplacing arestriction onthatwould restrict someone’s
ability tomakeadecision based ontheirhealth.  Hestated thatifCOVID were togoaway, the
restriction could beputback inplace ifdesired.    

Councilmember Menth stated thatheagrees withMayor LeTourneau asitisunknown astowhat
willoccur withCOVID inthe nextyearandtherefore doesnotsupport putting anumber onthe
number oftimes someone canparticipate remotely.  

Councilmember Musgrove stated that shewould support putting alimitation ontheability toattend
remotely.  Shestated thatifthere isagovernment mandate, theCitycould operate remotely under
thatprovision.  Shesuggested placing alimitofthree timesperyear forremote attendance.    

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated thatagovernment mandate would supersede thepolicy, aswould
anemergency declaration.  

Mayor LeTourneau stated thathiswife isverysusceptible tothevirusandhestruggles with the
decision toattend themeetings every timebecause heisscared tobring thevirus home.  Hestated
thatifalimitofthree isputonthepolicy, heisunsure hewould beabletofullyparticipate.    

Councilmember Specht stated thatperhaps thiscould berevaluated insixmonths andalimitcould
beplaced onthepolicy atthat timeiftheCOVID challenges have decreased.    

Motion byCouncilmember Kuzma, seconded byCouncilmember Menth, toapprove anupdated
Remote Attendance Policy.  

Motion failed.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, and Menth.  Voting
No: Councilmembers Musgrove, Riley, andSpecht.  

Motion byCouncilmember Specht, seconded byCouncilmember Riley, toapprove anupdated
Remote Attendance Policy, withdirection forthis itemtobereviewed bytheCouncil insix
months.  

Further discussion: Councilmember Musgrove stated thatshebelieves theonlypartofthepolicy
thatwould needtoberevisited would berelated tothenumber oftimesamember could attend
remotely andasked ifthemotion should beadjusted toonly consider that.  Councilmembers Specht
andRiley confirmed thatadditional language could beincluded.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Specht, Riley, Menth, and
Musgrove.  Voting No: Councilmember Kuzma.  

7.06: Adopt Resolution #20-143Approving Second Addendum toLease withYouth First
Community ofPromise forUseofOutdoor Areas
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Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation toapprove the
addendum tothelease withYouth FirstCommunity ofPromise foruseofoutdoor areas.  

Councilmember Kuzma asked whythis itemwaspulled from theConsent Agenda.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated thatCouncilmember Musgrove requested that the itembepulled
fromtheConsent Agenda onMonday, which didnotmeet thedeadline tochange theagenda.  

Councilmember Kuzma stated thathewould appreciate iftheCouncilmembers would follow the
deadline ofsubmitting their request topullanitemfrom theConsent Agenda inorder toprovide
theothermembers oftheCouncil timetoreview thecase inmore depth.  

Councilmember Musgrove commented thatshehadadditional questions when reviewing thecase
andtherefore asked ittobepulled.  Shereferenced therent forthesecond part, which is $1, and
noted thattheland isnotbeing charged for.  Shestated thatshewould notwant tosettheprecedent
that theCitywould notcharge forthings because itisavacant Cityowned lot.   

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill confirmed thataspartoftheCity’scontribution tothenon- 
profit organization, theCitydoesnotcharge rent.    

Councilmember Musgrove stated that intheoriginal discussion onlyadditional inside office space
wasmentioned andnottheoutside yardarea.  Sheasked ifinsurance requirements would change
forthisuse.  

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill stated that therewould notbeanadditional cost totheCity.   
Heexplained that theCityholds insurance astheproperty owner andthenon-profit holds itsown
insurance for theuse.    

Councilmember Musgrove commented thateven though this isanopen lot, itisonthemarket for
sale.  

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill stated that thelotisnot listed forsale.  

Councilmember Musgrove stated thatshewants thepublic tobeaware that this isalease andnot
justagroup usingvacant Cityowned land.    

Mayor LeTourneau stated that theCouncil reviews things onacasebycases basis, taking into
consideration allelements ofthecaseandtherefore doesnotbelieve thatprecedent iseversetby
taking action.    

Deputy CityAdministrator Gladhill stated thatitwastheintentofstaff toallow theorganization
tousetheoutdoor space, itjustwasnot included inthelease, which iswhyitwas included inthis
addendum.    

Councilmember Riley stated that this isforYouth First, which isanon-profit thathelps youth in
thecommunity.  Hestated that theCityworkswith theorganization andprovides alowrentasa
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formofcontribution tothenon-profit.  Hestatedthatitisunlikely thatthisparcelwouldbeleased
toanother businessorentitybecauseitwaspurchased fortheHighway 10project.   

DeputyCityAdministrator Gladhill commented thatRamsey isapartoftheBoardofthenon- 
profit.     

MotionbyCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Kuzma, toAdoptResolution #20- 
143Approving Second Addendum toLeasewithYouthFirstCommunity ofPromise.   

Motion carried.  VotingYes:  MayorLeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Kuzma, Menth,  
Musgrove, andSpecht.  VotingNo: None.  

8. MAYOR, COUNCIL ANDSTAFFINPUT

CityAdministrator Ulrichpresented DeputyCityAdministrator Gladhill anawardforhis
assistance withremotemeeting attendance andfacilitating thosemeetings during thepastfew
months.  HethankedDeputyCityAdministrator Gladhill foralloftheworkandcoordination he
completed inordertohelptheCitycontinue tomeetduring thesepastfewmonths.  

CityAdministrator Ulrichannounced upcoming meetingsandevents.  

Councilmember Musgrove providedabriefupdateontheworktheLowerRumRiverWater
Management Organization isdoingrelatedtowatershed basedimplementation funding.  

MayorLeTourneau statedthathevisitedtheCityofAndoverwithCouncilmember Kuzmaand
manystaffmembers continuing toexplore theissueofwaterqualityanddrinkingwater
management.  HethankedAndover staffforhosting theCityandsharing information.  

9. ADJOURNMENT

MotionbyCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Kuzma, toadjourn themeeting.  

Motioncarried.  

TheregularmeetingoftheCityCouncil adjourned at9:53p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

KurtisG. Ulrich
CityAdministrator

ATTEST:  

CityCouncil / July14, 2020
Page17of18



KatieM. Schmidt
Administrative Assistant

DraftedbyAmanda Staple
TimeSaver OffSiteSecretarial, Inc.  

Arecording ofthismeeting isavailable forviewingonlineat www.qctv.org
http://www.qctv.org>.  Recordings areavailable for36monthsafterthedateofthemeeting.  
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