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By: Colleen Lasher, Administrative

Services

Information
Title:
Motion to Update the Remote Attendance Policy

Purpose/Background:
The current remote attendance policy was approved at the April 23, 2019 City Council meeting. The current policy
significantly restricts the number of times an eligible user can can participate remotely. As technology has
improved there may be value in approving a less restrictive policy. 

The standards for remote meeting attendance as provided by state law are included in the attached City Attorney's
memo. However, since the time of the City Attorney's memo, Section 13D.02 was amended twice (2019 and 2020).
It should be noted that all recent and future changes in the law will supersede the policy. The amendments changed
the following: 1) Roll call votes are now required. (Previously, regular voice votes were sufficient), and 2)
Previously, it was required that the public official who is attending remotely had to allow the public to participate
from that remote location, wherever that is. Now, the location does not have to be public IF the member is in the
military and is at a required drill, deployed or on active duty, OR the member has been advised by a health care
professional to not be in a public place and a state of emergency exists (or did exist within 60 days). These two
exceptions can only be used up to three times in a calendar year. If those exceptions do not apply, the regular rule
requiring public access at the remote location still applies. The remaining provisions of section 13D.02 remain in
place. Under all circumstances, the Remote Attendance Policy will follow state law. 

The current policy restricts remote participation to one member per meeting, twice annually, per member. Staff
anticipates the potential need to revise the policy to allow for greater flexibility of the policy, while still abiding by
state law. The recommended revised policy is attached. 

Recommended changes to the policy include: 
1) Added draft language: 

OTHER MEETING PARTICIPANTS: City staff, applicants, and other meeting participants may attend
meetings remotely and are not subject to the policy or statutory limitations outlined within this policy.

2) Revised draft language: 

MAXIMUM REMOTE ATTENDEES: There will be no maximum number of remote attendees so long as at
least one (1) City Councilmember or member of a formally established commission of the City is physically
present. In the event that all members request remote attendance, eligible participants for any particular
meeting will be determined by the order in which notification was received by the City Administrator.
ANNUAL USE: An eligible user may attend via interactive television, an unlimited number of times per
year, contingent upon the general expectation that individuals will make every practical attempt to be
physically present

Please see the attached marked-up draft for additional details.

Funding Source:
No additional funding is required. 

Recommendation:



Staff recommends approving the updated Remote Attendance Policy. 

Action:
Motion to approve an updated remote attendance policy. 

Attachments
Draft Updated Policy
2019 Remote Attendance Policy 
Attorney Memo
Chapter 74 Laws
Chapter 33 Laws
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CITY OF RAMSEY 
Policy Regarding Remote Attendance and Participation in Council 

and Commission Meetings  
 

 

 

ADOPTED BY CC 04/23/2019 
 
SECTION 1: SCOPE 
 

A. BACKGROUND: The City of Ramsey seeks to develop guidelines to promote 
transparent and orderly use of electronic technology that allows Council and 
commission members to attend meetings from a remote location.  Electronic 
audio/video attendance options continue to advance and evolve, along with the 
laws that govern such attendance.  Generally speaking, the city may adopt 
regulations that are more restrictive (not more lenient) than those provided by 
state law.   
 

B. PURPOSE: The purpose of this policy is to create guidelines governing the remote 
attendance and participation of members at Council and Commission meetings.  
Advance notifications and limits are established in order to provide proper 
notification to the public, and to allow the City to arrange the appropriate 
technology to cover the meeting.  The general expectation is that individuals will 
make every practical attempt to be physically present and that the purpose of this 
policy is to allow for exceptions when the member is unable to physically attend a 
meeting. 

 
 
SECTION 2: CRITERIA/PROCEDURE 
 

A. ELIGIBLE USERS: Members of the City Council and members of any formally 
established commission of the City.  

B. APPLICATION:  Eligible users may attend and participate in any regular meeting of 
their respective Council or commission in accordance with this policy. 

C. NOTIFICATION: Eligible Users wishing to participate via interactive television or 
other electronic medium shall notify the City Administrator, in writing, no earlier 
than ten (10) days, and no later than 72 hours prior to the meeting.  The name and 
location of eligible members attending a meeting via electronic medium shall be 
posted in conjunction with, and in the same manner as, the regular agenda.  

D. MAXIMUM ATTENDEES: No more than one (1) eligible user may participate in any 
single meeting via electronic medium.  Eligible participants for any particular 
meeting will be determined by the order in which notification was received by the 
City Administrator.  
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E. ANNUAL USE: An eligible user may attend a maximum of two (2) regular meetings 
via interactive television per year.   

F. OTHER: Remote attendance and participation at any public meeting shall be in full 
compliance with the Open Meeting Law (OML), Minnesota Statutes section 13D.02, 
subdivision 1. All members of the public showing up at a remote location must be 
able to see and hear all discussion and votes.  All members of the body must be able 
to see and hear one another, as well as the public. 

G. EXCEPTIONS: The requirements of this policy may be waived in the event of an 
emergency   as defined by state statute.   

H. DECORUM: It is expected that all members attending remotely will conduct himself 
or herself in a professional manner, and attend only from meeting locations that 
are suitable for the proper conduct of professional business. 

I. EXPENSES:  Members attending remotely will cover all extraordinary costs 
necessary for the connection. 

J. TECHNOLOGY:  Remote meeting attendees shall comply with all technological and 
security standards as established by QCTV and the City’s Information Technology 
staff. 
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This document represents the act as presented to the governor. The version passed by the legislature is the final engrossment. It does not represent
the official 2020 session law, which will be available here summer 2020.
Key: (1) language to be deleted (2) new language

CHAPTER 74--H.F.No. 4556

An act  relating to state government; providing for COVID-19 policy and certain other policy changes; extending certain
deadlines; covering certain COVID-19 health expenses; providing temporary emergency authority; expanding usage of
electronic communication, applications, and signatures; appropriating additional money for grants to Second Harvest
Heartland to purchase commodities from Minnesota farmers; modifying certain vehicle registration provisions; allowing
nonposting of tax delinquency and suspension of nondelivery of liquor or beer related to delinquency; modifying certain
treatment provisions; correcting errors in health and human services appropriations; making forecast adjustments; requiring
reports;  amending Minnesota Statutes 2018, sections 168.013, by adding a subdivision; 245F.03; 245F.04, by adding a
subdivision; 254B.03, subdivision 1; 299C.46, subdivision 3; Minnesota Statutes 2019 Supplement, sections 13D.02,
subdivision 1; 168.013, subdivision 1a; 254A.03, subdivision 3; 256B.0759, subdivisions 3, 4; Laws 2019, First Special
Session chapter 1, article 1, section 2, subdivision 5; Laws 2019, First Special Session chapter 9, article 14, section 2,
subdivisions 2, 24, 30, 31, by adding a subdivision; Laws 2020, chapter 71, article 2, section 15, subdivision 3, by adding
subdivisions; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 524; repealing Minnesota Statutes 2019
Supplement, section 254B.03, subdivision 4a; Minnesota Rules, parts 9530.6600, subparts 1, 3; 9530.6605, subparts 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 21a, 21b, 24a, 25, 25a, 26; 9530.6610, subparts 1, 2, 3, 5; 9530.6615; 9530.6620; 9530.6622;
9530.6655.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

ARTICLE 1

COVID-19 POLICY

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2019 Supplement, section 13D.02, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Conditions. (a) A meeting governed by section 13D.01, subdivisions 1, 2, 4, and 5, and this section may be
conducted by interactive television so long as:

(1) all members of the body participating in the meeting, wherever their physical location, can hear and see one another and
can hear and see all discussion and testimony presented at any location at which at least one member is present;

(2) members of the public present at the regular meeting location of the body can hear and see all discussion and testimony
and all votes of members of the body;

(3) at least one member of the body is physically present at the regular meeting location; and

(4) all votes are conducted by roll call so each member's vote on each issue can be identified and recorded; and

(5) each location at which a member of the body is present is open and accessible to the public.

(b) A meeting satisfies the requirements of paragraph (a), although a member of the public body participates from a location
that is not open or accessible to the public, if the member has not participated more than three times in a calendar year from a location
that is not open or accessible to the public, and:

(1) the member is serving in the military and is at a required drill, deployed, or on active duty; and or

(2) the member has not participated more than three times in a calendar year from a location that is not open or accessible to
the public.

(2) the member has been advised by a health care professional against being in a public place for personal or family medical
reasons. This clause only applies when a state of emergency has been declared under section 12.31, and expires 60 days after the
removal of the state of emergency.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 2. [524.2-503] HARMLESS ERROR.

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/authenticate/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=HF4556&session_year=2020&session_number=0&version=latest
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/13D.01
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CHAPTER 33--H.F.No. 281

An act  relating to Open Meeting Law; modifying requirements for attendance by interactive television; amending
Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 13D.02, subdivisions 1, 2, by adding a subdivision.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 13D.02, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Conditions. (a) A meeting governed by section 13D.01, subdivisions 1, 2, 4, and 5, and this section may be
conducted by interactive television so long as:

(1) all members of the body participating in the meeting, wherever their physical location, can hear and see one another and
can hear and see all discussion and testimony presented at any location at which at least one member is present;

(2) members of the public present at the regular meeting location of the body can hear and see all discussion and testimony
and all votes of members of the body;

(3) at least one member of the body is physically present at the regular meeting location; and

(4) each location at which a member of the body is present is open and accessible to the public.

(b) A meeting satisfies the requirements of paragraph (a), although a member of the public body participates from a location
that is not open or accessible to the public if:

(1) the member is serving in the military and is at a required drill, deployed, or on active duty; and

(2) the member has not participated more than three times in a calendar year from a location that is not open or accessible to
the public.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 13D.02, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. Members are present for quorum, participation. Each member of a body participating in a meeting by electronic
means interactive television is considered present at the meeting for purposes of determining a quorum and participating in all
proceedings.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 13D.02, is amended by adding a subdivision to read:

Subd. 6. Record. The minutes for a meeting conducted under this section must reflect the names of any members appearing by
interactive television and state the reason or reasons for the appearance by interactive television.

Presented to the governor May 17, 2019

Signed by the governor May 17, 2019, 5:51 p.m.
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