Neighboring City Regulations for Structures in Easements
Research at the Request of the Planning Commission — 7/22/2021
By: Brian McCann

Based on recent cases that have come to the Planning Commission, a request was made to
research other cities’ regulations regarding structures in easements, whether permanent or
movable. Anoka, Coon Rapids, Ham Lake, Nowthen, Osseo, Otsego, and Rogers did not appear
to have any requirements for accessory structures in relation to drainage and utility easements in
their City Codes, although they did have requirements for structures to remain out of setbacks.

The following portions have been taken directly from the City Code of the listed cities:

Andover
o Title 12: Zoning Regulations — Chapter 6: Accessory Structures, Uses and Temporary
Structures - Section 12-6-5: Location and Setback Requirements
B. Drainage and Utility Easements: Accessory structures and structures shall not
be constructed or placed in a drainage or utility easement.
Blaine
o Section 29.035.- Standards.
(d) ... Accessory buildings placed within the five (5) foot setback area, and within
a drainage and utility easement, shall not be placed or constructed, in the
easement, in a manner to limit the use of the easement or alter storm drainage in
any way as to negatively impact other property....
Champlin
e Section 126.381.- Accessory buildings and uses.
(g) Setbacks. Accessory buildings shall be set back from adjoining lots as
prescribed in the applicable zoning district and shall not be located within a
drainage and/or utility easement.
Dayton
o [001.35 Accessory Buildings and Structures — Subd. 2 General Regulations (8)
8. No permanent accessory storage building shall be located in any public utility
easement or easements of record. Where any question arises as to the location or
design of accessory buildings, the City Administrator or designee may refer the
matter to the City Council for final determination.
Elk River
o Section 30-795. — Yard regulations.
(7) Retaining walls, structures or portion of structures (including cantilevers) shall
not be located within any easement.


https://www.andovermn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/254/Title-12---Zoning-Regulations-PDF-
https://library.municode.com/mn/blaine/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIIIBLZOOR_CH29REDI_29.030SIFAR-_29.035ST
https://library.municode.com/mn/champlin/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILADERE_CH126ZO_ARTIVSUDIRE_DIV1GE_S126-381ACBUUS
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/daytonmn/latest/dayton_mn_zoning/0-0-0-5501
https://library.municode.com/mn/elk_river/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH30LADERE_ARTVIZO_DIV5SURE_SDIINGE_S30-795YARE

Setback Requirements for Accessory Structures

City

Side Setback

Rear Setback

Anoka

Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

Andover (pg. 56)

Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

Blaine Varies by District: Minimum | Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential of 5 feet in Residential
Districts Districts

Champlin Varies by District: Minimum | Varies by District: Minimum

of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

of 10 feet in Residential
Districts

Coon Rapids

Varies by District: Minimum
of 10 feet in Residential
Districts

Varies by District: Minimum
of 10 feet in Residential
Districts

Dayton Varies by District: Minimum | Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential of 5 feet in Residential
Districts Districts

Elk River Varies by District: Minimum | Varies by District: Minimum

of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

Ham Lake (pg. 66)

N/A

10 feet

Nowthen (pgs. 31 and 148)

20 feet

35 feet

Osseo

Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential
Districts

Otsego Varies by District: Minimum | Varies by District: Minimum
of 5 feet in Residential of 5 feet in Residential
Districts Districts

Rogers Minimum of 20 feet, but can | Minimum of 20 feet, but can

encroach up to 10 feet away

encroach up to 10 feet away



https://library.municode.com/mn/anoka/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CD_CH78ZO_ARTIXSURE_DIV1GE_S78-556ACBU
https://www.andovermn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/254/Title-12---Zoning-Regulations-PDF-
https://library.municode.com/mn/blaine/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIIIBLZOOR_CH29REDI_29.030SIFAR-_29.033ACUS
https://library.municode.com/mn/champlin/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILADERE_CH126ZO_ARTIIIZODIESZOMAZODIRE_DIV2REDIDE_S126-194SCREDIRELOARDEWICOSEHE
https://library.municode.com/mn/coon_rapids/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT11LADERE_CH11-600REDI_11-601GERETA
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/daytonmn/latest/dayton_mn_zoning/0-0-0-5501
https://library.municode.com/mn/elk_river/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH30LADERE_ARTVIZO_DIV6REDI_SDIIDIRE_S30-1007ACST
https://www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us/sites/default/files/ART%209%20-%20COMPREHENSIVE%20ZONING.pdf
https://nowthenmn.govoffice2.com/vertical/sites/%7BDA7E33D9-7E73-4AF7-8097-C4806D2C56AD%7D/uploads/Chapter11_Zoning_Ordinance.pdf
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/osseo/latest/osseo_mn/0-0-0-10663
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/otsegomn/latest/otsego_mn/0-0-0-7611#JD_11-18-2
https://library.municode.com/mn/rogers/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILADERE_CH125ZO_ARTVSUDIRE_DIV2PEST_SDIINGE_S125-323ACST

