
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, February 28, 2022

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings. To maximize social distancing due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic, those that can join remotely are encouraged to do so. Those joining remotely and

requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking. 

             

1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1.   Approve Meeting Minutes Dated December 13, 2021
 

5. Policy Board Business
 

1.   Consider Request for Sketch Plan, Zoning Amendment, and Comprehensive Plan Amendment Related
to a Proposed Second School Campus for PACT Charter School on the Property Located at 7633 161st
Ave NW (Project No. 22-107); Case of PACT Charter School

 

2.   Consider Opportunity to Re-Apply for Funding through the Metropolitan Council's Water Efficiency
Grant Program

 

3.   Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sale Update
 

6. Board/Staff Input
 

7. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

  

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings
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Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   5. 1.           
Meeting Date: 02/28/2022  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Consider Request for Sketch Plan, Zoning Amendment, and Comprehensive Plan Amendment Related to a
Proposed Second School Campus for PACT Charter School on the Property Located at 7633 161st Ave NW
(Project No. 22-107); Case of PACT Charter School

Purpose/Background:
The City has received an application from JB Vang Partners (the "Applicant"), on behalf of PACT Charter School,
for a Sketch Plan related to a proposed new, second school campus to be located at 7633 161st Avenue NW (the
"Subject Property"). The Subject Property is presently owned by The Church of Saint Katharine Drexel (the
"Property Owner"). The application also includes requests for a Zoning Amendment and a Comprehensive Plan
Amendment based on the proposed use and current zoning and future land use guidance.

Notification:
Staff attempted to notify property owners within 700 feet of the Subject Property, as reflected in the Anoka County
Property Records, of the request for Sketch Plan, Zoning Amendment, and Comprehensive Plan Amendment and
the Public Hearing held by the Planning Commission on February 24, 2022. The mailing also included an invitation
to a Public Open House, also on February 24, 2022, where property owners can learn more about the project and
ask questions of the Applicant in a less formal setting. Finally, a notice of the Public Hearing was also published in
the Anoka County UnionHerald, the City's official newspaper.

Observations/Alternatives:
Background Information
The Subject Property is approximately thirty-three (33) acres in size and is currently zoned R-1 Residential
(MUSA) - 80 and guided as Low Density Residential. The Subject Property is at the northwest corner of Variolite
Street and 161st Avenue and abuts Central Park to the west. Properties to the east (across Variolite Street) are zoned
R-1 Residential (MUSA) - 80, range in size from about 0.31 acres to 1.46 acres, and are guided Low Density
Residential. The properties to the north and south (across 161st Avenue) are zoned R-1 Rural Developing, range in
size from about 1.1 acres up to about 2.57 acres, and are guided as Rural Developing in the 2040 Comprehensive
Plan. The property to the west (Central Park) is about 37 acres in size, is zoned Public/Quasi-Public and is guided
as Public.

The Sketch Plan would create a single, buildable lot (18 acres in size) and two outlots (approximately 8 acres and
6.5 acres). The eighteen (18) acre parcel would be for PACT Charter School to develop a new 6-12 grade campus.
The two outlots would be reserved and retained by the Property Owner for a future home of a new church. The
Zoning Amendment and Comprehensive Plan Amendment are only applicable to the eighteen (18) acre parcel.

Natural Resources Information
Wetlands and Floodplain: There do not appear to be any floodplain areas within th Subject Property. There is a
wetland present in the northeastern corner of the Subject Property. The majority of the wetland is within the
northern outlot and thus, protected from any building activity associated with the school (per the Sketch Plan /
Concept Plan). The City's Wetlands Inventory identified this wetland as a Manage 3 (low functioning) wetland. 

Natural Resources Inventory: The City's Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) does identify two (2) Moderate
Quality natural plant communities on the Subject Property. The first is an Aspen Forest with Saturated Soils, which



Quality natural plant communities on the Subject Property. The first is an Aspen Forest with Saturated Soils, which
is in the northeast corner of the Subject Property (within the northern outlot). The second is an Oak Forest, which is
along the eastern edge of what would be the school property. The wetland area, as well as all of the southern outlot,
were identified as an Altered/Non-Native Plant Community in the NRI.

Based on the Sketch Plan / Concept Plan, no part of the wetland or aspen forest would be impacted by the proposed
improvements. The Concept Plan does indicate a potential for track and field improvements that could infringe or
impact the western edge of the oak forest. This cannot be determined without more detailed plans, which would be
prepared if the Zoning Amendment and Comprehensive Plan Amendment are approved by City Council.

Traffic Impacts and Site Access: The Subject Property is located at the intersection of Variolite Street and 161st
Avenue, both of which are designated as Municipal State Aid (MSA) roads. MSA roads are generally designed or
intended to handle higher volumes of traffic than standard local roads. Just to the west of the Subject Property is
County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 83, also known as Armstrong Boulevard. Again, a road designed for higher
volumes of traffic.

A full Traffic Study will be necessary if this project moves to the next stage. The Traffic Study will need to account
for both the school as well as the potential future church (would be on the southern outlot) and should include
assessments of surrounding intersections. It is likely that turn lanes would be required on Variolite Street and
potentially 161st Avenue. Furthermore, a ten (10) foot wide bituminous trail would be required along the north side
of 161st Avenue from Variolite Street over to the Central Park property.

There are two (2) proposed access points off of 161st Avenue and one proposed access point off Variolite Street.
Per the project narrative, buses would utilize the accesses off 161st Avenue; parent drop-off would utilize the
Variolite Street access for both ingress and egress; and student drivers would utilize the western access off 161st
Avenue for both ingress and egress.

Bufferyard: This project includes a request for a Zoning Amendment to rezone the 18 acre parcel from R-1
Residential (MUSA) - 80 to Public/Quasi Public. The Public/Quasi Public District does not include bulk standards
(setbacks, lot sizes, etc.), it only identifies permitted and conditional uses. Thus, this project will be reviewed under
the B-1 General Business District standards, similar to how the Brookside Elementary School was reviewed in
2017. 

The northern boundary of the 18 acre parcel abuts existing residential lots in the R-1 Residential (Rural
Developing) district. City Code Section 117-364 (Landscaping) requires a forty (40) foot wide bufferyard when a
B-1 type use is proposed adjacent to an existing R-1 neighborhood. Thus, a bufferyard, with an additional 30% of
required plantings, will be necessary along this northern boundary. Existing trees, if preserved, can be credited
toward the bufferyard planting requirements (as long as they fall within the 40 foot wide corridor).

Tree Preservation and Landscaping: This project will be required to provide a Tree Inventory and Preservation
Plan of all significant trees on site. A Landscape Plan will also be required. If the project does not retain at least
thirty percent (30%) of the existing significant tree inches, the Landscape Plan will need to include reforestation
plantings of 1.25 inches for each one (1) inch removed beyond the 30% threshold (or resitution of $125 per each
inch over the removal threshold). 

Stormwater Management: As with any proposed development, the project will need to address stormwater in
accordance with both City regulations as well as the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization's
(LRRWMO) standards. Furthermore, the wetland delineation must also be reviewed and approved by the
LRRWMO.

Next Steps
Typically, the Environmental Policy Board would review a Comprehensive Plan Amendment request prior to the
Planning Commission conducting a Public Hearing. However, as a result of needing to reschedule the February
meeting (due to Presidents Day), the Public Hearing was held on February 24, 2022. The Sketch Plan, Zoning
Amendment, and Comprehensive Plan Amendment are tentatively scheduled for consideration by the City Council



on March 8. If the City Council were to approve the Comprehensive Plan Amendment, Staff would then prepare
and submit a formal application to the Metropolitan Council.

At the Sketch Plan step, there are not detailed engineering plans. The Sketch Plan step allows an applicant to bring
forward a general layout of a proposed project(e.g. lot configuration, roads, etc.) to get feedback before making a
significant investment in plan development. Action on the Zoning Amendment and Comprehensive Plan
Amendment informs the Applicant whether or not to proceed with drafting civil plans.

Based on the lot configuration, it appears that most, or potentially all, of the two existing natural plant communities
would be protected (within an outlot, which is unbuildable without being re-platted). As with any development,
there would be impacts to existing tree cover. But, as previously noted, the project would be subject to the Tree
Preservation standards and if removals exceeded the allowable threshold, reforestation (or restitution) would be
required.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this request are the Applicant's responsibility.

Action:
Motion to recommend City Council approve / not approve the Comprehensive Plan Amendment to re-guide the
Subject Property from Low Density Residential to Public/Institutional.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Site Survey
Applicant's Project Narrative
Sketch Plan / Concept Plan
Sketch Plan / Concept Plan with Contour Data
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February 1, 2022 
 
To:   Chris Anderson, City Planner at Ramsey 
 
From:   PACT Charter School 
 
MEMO:  PACT CHARTER SCHOOL – PROJECT NARRATIVE – SKETCH PLAN  
 

 
PROJECT NARRATIVE 

 
PACT Charter Schools (PACT) is a K-12 public charter school that opened in August 1994 in 
Anoka, MN. PACT moved it’s location to Ramsey in 2004. PACT holds a rich history of being 
the eighth charter school to be established in the state of Minnesota. It is currently in its twenty-
seventh year of operation in the school year of 2020-2021 and serves 670 students in grades K 
through 12. Enrollment has been unable to expand for the last number of years due to the current 
facility’s building constraints. PACT has an extensive waitlist which is driving the need for a 
building expansion.  
 
PACT Charter Schools proposes to acquire approximately 18 acres located at 7633 161st Ave 
NW, Ramsey, MN 55303 to construct a new schoolhouse approximately 115,000 square feet. 
This new facility will be designed to accommodate grades six through twelve. The schools 
existing campus will then be home to kindergarten through fifth grades. Minor interior 
renovations are being planned at their existing building to better accommodate these lower grade 
levels.  
 
Student enrollment at the new facility is planned to reach 734 students over a 5-year period with 
approximately 517 students grades sixth through twelfth anticipated in its first year of operation 
in the Fall of 2023 at the new schoolhouse facility. PACT Charter School anticipates most of its 
student population will use Bus drop-off and pick-up, Parent drop-off and pick-up and Student 
drivers.  PACT anticipates 65% (478 students) of the students will utilize approximately 12 
traditional, yellow, full-size or short-size buses for school transit at this time. PACT anticipates 
20% (147 students) will be parent drop off and pick up and the remaining 15% (111 students) 
will be student drivers. PACT anticipates these estimates to be conservative provided there are 
extracurricular activities occurring after standard school hours which decrease peak demand 
periods during standard school hours. 
 
 

SCHOOL OPERATIONS 
 
PACT operations will include a 9-month academic calendar from August to May with standard 
school hours of operations between 7:30AM to 4:00PM.  Student drop-off & pick-up periods 
will be between the hours of 7:30AM to 8:00AM and 3:05PM to 3:35PM, respectively. The first 
15-minutes of each morning and afternoon period is the peak demand window and it is 
anticipated to be similar for the new facility. 
 



 
 

SITE CIRCULATION 
 
The proposed site plan has been designed to segregate Bus/Student and Parent “transactions” in 
through 161st Ave entrance and Variolite Street respectively. 
 
Buses would utilize the southernmost, proposed surface parking lot via east and west curb cuts 
along 161st Avenue. 
 
Parent pick-up and drop-off will utilize easternmost, proposed curb cut along Variolite Street. 
Vehicles would utilize this curb cut for both ingress and egress. 
 
Student drivers will utilize the westernmost, proposed curb cut along 161st Avenue for both 
ingress and egress. 
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Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   5. 2.           
Meeting Date: 02/28/2022  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Consider Opportunity to Re-Apply for Funding through the Metropolitan Council's Water Efficiency Grant Program

Purpose/Background:
In 2019, the City of Ramsey applied for a Water Efficiency Grant through the Metropolitan Council and was
awarded $28,000. The grant funds have been used to provide rebates to residential and commercial property owners
that replaced water using devices (initially, toilets and irrigation controllers, recently expanded to include washing
machines) with WaterSense or ENERGY STAR® rated devices.

The Metropolitan Council has announced that it is once again offering a Water Efficiency Grant. Applications are
due by March 31, 2022 and grant recipients will be announced by April 29, 2022. The grant program will run from
July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2024. 

Observations/Alternatives:
The current grant program runs through June 30, 2022. If the City were to apply for the next round of funding and
was successful, there would be no gap in program funding. The Metropolitan Council has upped their contribution
to program costs from 75% to 80%, which means the City's required matching component is reduced from 25% to
20%. The minimum grant amount is $5,000 and the maximum amount is $50,000.

Grant criteria remain the same: rebate applicants must be a municipal water customer; rebates are only applicable to
replacement devices (does not cover new construction); and at least a portion of the cost must be paid by the
property owner (accomplished this by having property owners be responsible for the sales tax). Not only has the
Metropolitan Council's contribution increased, but they have also expanded the eligible products/devices list to
include ENERGY STAR® rated dishwashers (in addition to ENERGY STAR® rated washing machines and
WaterSense labeled toilets and irrigation controllers and sprinkler bodies).

Through the current grant program and participation by residents, it is estimated that there's been water savings of
nearly 2,000,000 gallons. This is based on the estimated average annual water savings of replacing older, inefficient
devices with grant eligible products, the total number of participants (to date, 80), and the devices that have been
replaced.

The City still has approximately $13,000 in grant funds available through June 30, 2022. It is a bit surprising that
there has not been greater demand for the program. However, Staff still sees this program as a great opportunity for
all municipal water customers in the community. Staff has utilized the website, newsletter, social media, and the
dynamic display sign on Highway 10 to promote the rebate program. The Metropolitan Council will be holding a
virtual meeting for prospective applicants where communities can share marketing ideas and strategies. Staff is
hoping the learn about what marketing strategies other communities have utilized to promote their programs to help
generate greater participation in our program.

Staff would recommend some program modifications (from current rebate program) that might help increase
participation. First, do not limit which devices/products are eligible for rebates. Whatever devices are eligible per
the grant program guidelines should be part of the City's program. Secondly, consider an increase in the rebate per
device amount and on the total cap per property (currently, these are set at $200 and $500 for residential properties,
respectively; and $700 and $1,400 for commercial and Home Owners Association properties). Third, the City can



and should take advantage of this program for some of our public buildings and grounds (the City can apply for
rebates for device replacement). Finally, while not a modification, Staff will explore what other communities have
done to market their programs so that Ramsey might be able to boost participation.

Funding Source:
Funding for the Water Efficiency Grant Program would consist of three sources: Grant award from the
Metropolitan Council (assuming Ramsey was a grant recipient), the City's required 20% match would come from
the City's Water Fund, and any rebate participant would cover the sales tax on the purchase of the device (thus
satisfying the requirement for the rebate participant to have a financial contribution in the program) plus any
amount that exceeds the per device cap.

Action:
Motion to recommend that the City submit an grant application to the Metropolitan Council for Water Efficiency
Grant Program funds.

Attachments
Summary of Status of Current Grant Program
2022-2024 Grant Program Guidelines

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/24/2022 02:10 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/18/2022 08:38 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/24/2022 
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Metropolitan Council  
Water Efficiency Grant Program  
 

Overview 
The Metropolitan Council (Council) will implement a water efficiency grant program effective July 1, 2022 to 
June 30, 2024. Grants will be awarded on a competitive basis to municipalities that are served by a municipal 
water system.  
 
The Council will provide 80% of the program cost; the municipality must provide the remaining 20%.  
Municipalities will use the combined Council and municipality funds to run their own grant or rebate programs. 
 
Grants will be made available in amounts with a minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $50,000. Grantees will 
be required to provide estimated water savings achieved through this program for Clean Water, Land & Legacy 
Amendment reporting purposes. 
 
Legislative Directive - Minnesota 2021 Session Law 

$625,000 the first year and $625,000 the second year are for the water demand reduction grant program to 
encourage municipalities in the metropolitan area to implement measures to reduce water demand to 
ensure the reliability and protection of drinking water supplies. Fiscal year 2022 appropriations are available 
until June 30, 2023, and fiscal year 2023 appropriations are available until June 30, 2024. 

 

Grant Program Goal 
The goal of the water efficiency grant program is to support technical and behavioral changes that improve 
municipal water use efficiency in the seven-county metropolitan area.  
 
Critical Points to Remember 

• The applying municipality must be served by a municipal public water supply system 
• New construction and new developments are not eligible 
• A portion of each eligible activity’s cost must be paid by the property owner 
• Funds are for rebates or grants only; consulting and city staff time are ineligible 
• Grant recipients must display the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment logo and the Metropolitan 

Council logo on program-related web pages and paper communications 
 

Grant Program Structure: Administration and Funding 
The Water Efficiency Grant Program will be administered by Metropolitan Council Environmental Services 
(MCES) and will be funded with $1,000,000 appropriated by the 2021 Minnesota Legislature. Grant applications 
will be reviewed and ranked by the MCES Water Supply Planning Unit staff. The remaining $250,000 of this 
funding has been allocated to a different municipal water efficiency grant project. 
 
Grants are only for water efficiency programs offering rebates or grants to property owners who are customers 
of the municipal water supply system and who replace specified water using devices with approved devices that 
use substantially less water. 
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Grants will be awarded to municipalities in amounts ranging from $5,000 to $50,000 for providing rebates or 
grants to property owners. Municipalities will be responsible for the design and operation of their rebate or 
grant program and its details. Grant payments to the municipality will be for 80% of approved program 
amounts. The municipality must provide the remaining 20% of the granted/rebated amount to the property 
owner. Municipality rebates or grants are eligible for reimbursement on device replacements conducted July 1, 
2022 through June 30, 2024. 
 
Here is an example of the grant funding design: 
 

Metropolitan Council Grant Amount $16,000 (80% of total) 
Municipality Match $4,000 (20% of total) 
Municipality Grant/Rebate Program Total $20,000 (100% of total) 

 

Eligibility 
This grant program is limited to municipalities in the seven-county metropolitan area. 
 
Municipalities eligible per above must apply to participate and, if approved, sign a standard Council Grant 
Agreement, before any eligible rebates or grants can be submitted for reimbursement. Agreements shall require 
that municipalities: 

• Entirely pass through grants received (as is being done by MCES) 
• Verify purchase of devices to receive grants 
• Retain records and cooperate with any audits 
• Conduct all communications with property owners and ensure all written communications to property 

owners include both the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment and the Metropolitan Council’s logo 
• Provide quantitative information for state reporting purposes 

 
Eligible water efficiency devices consist of the following: 

• Toilet replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled toilet 
• Irrigation controller replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled controller, either weather-based or 

soil moisture-based 
• Clothes washing machine replacement with a US DOE Energy Star labeled clothes washing machine 
• Irrigation spray sprinkler body replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled spray sprinkler body 
• Irrigation system audit by an Irrigation Professional certified by a US EPA WaterSense program 
• Residential dishwasher replacement with a US DOE Energy Star labeled residential dishwasher 

 
Expenses eligible for reimbursement are the out-of-pocket cost of the device and its installation only, not to 
include any owner labor costs. In addition, new construction and new developments are ineligible, as this 
program is intended as a current infrastructure replacement program. 

Application Process 
• Applicants must be served by a municipal public water supply system 
• Municipalities will submit MCES supplied application form by March 31, 2022. Required information 

includes: 
o the municipality’s rebate or grant program design and work plan 
o proposed examples of communications to property owners 
o requested total grant amount 
o estimated annual amount of water saved by the applying municipality 
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• Application form is available at: https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Funding-
Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx 

• Submit competed application to: brian.davis@metc.state.mn.us 
• Metropolitan Council will notify municipalities of grant awards and provide grant agreements by April 

29, 2022. 

Proposal Selection Criteria 
In the event that funds requested exceed funds available, the following criteria will be used to determine the 
amount granted to a given municipality: 

• Municipalities with identified water supply issues in Master Water Supply Plan Community Profiles or 
Local Water Supply Plans 

• Municipalities’ ratio of peak monthly water use to winter monthly water use 
• Municipalities’ average residential per capita water use 
• The order in which applications are received and until grant funds are completely committed 

 

Funding Process and Reporting Requirements 
• Utilizing forms provided by MCES, the following information must be reported on a quarterly basis: 

o Number, type and amount of rebates or grants provided to property owners, along with each 
property address 

o Estimated annual gallons of water saved per device installation  
o Municipality matching funds disbursed 
o Number of unmet funding requests from property owners, if any 

• Upon review and confirmation of the above information, MCES will process a grant payment in the 
amount of 80% of approved total rebates or grants for the reporting period. 

• MCES will provide confirmation of grant balances available upon request and reserves the right to 
amend grant agreements, in collaboration with grantee municipality, if quarterly reporting indicates 
rebate or grant programs will not fully utilize grant awards within the grant period. 
 

Qualified Activities 
• Residential dishwasher replacement with a US DOE Energy Star labeled residential dishwasher: 

https://www.energystar.gov/products/dishwashers 
 

• Toilet replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled toilet: 
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Toilets.html 
 

• Irrigation controller replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled controller, either weather-based or 
soil moisture-based: 
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-IrrigationController.html 
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-
SoilMoistureBasedIrrigationController.html 
 

• Clothes washing machine replacement with a US DOE Energy Star labeled clothes washing machine: 
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-clothes-washers/results 
 
 
 

https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Funding-Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Funding-Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx
mailto:brian.davis@metc.state.mn.us
https://www.energystar.gov/products/dishwashers
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Toilets.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-IrrigationController.html
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-clothes-washers/results
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• Irrigation spray sprinkler body replacement with a US EPA WaterSense labeled spray sprinkler body: 
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Sprinkler.html 
 

• Irrigation system audit by an Irrigation Professionals certified by a US EPA WaterSense program: 
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/pros/

https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Sprinkler.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/pros/
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Reporting Example 

 

 

Property Street Address and Zip Code
(Select) Property 

Type:
(Select)        Water 
Device Replaced:

Cost per 
Device ($):

# of 
Devices:

Rebate or 
Grant per 
Device ($)

Est. Annual Water 
(Gallons) Saved 

Per Device:

Total    
Rebate or 

Grant

Municipality 
Contribution:

Eligible            
Grant 

Amount

Estimated    
Annual Water 

Saved (Gallons):
2094 Proviso Avenue Residential Clothes Washer $800.00 1 $200.00 5,000                        $200.00 $40.00 $160.00 5,000                      
3452 Enola Drive Residential Irrigation Controller $250.00 1 $150.00 20,000                     $150.00 $30.00 $120.00 20,000                    
994 Argentine Place Residential Irrigation Controller $200.00 1 $150.00 20,000                     $150.00 $30.00 $120.00 20,000                    
5377 Shoreham Way Residential Toilet $350.00 1 $125.00 7,000                        $125.00 $25.00 $100.00 7,000                      

Calculated Totals:



   
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)   5. 3.           
Meeting Date: 02/28/2022  
By: Chris Anderson, Community

Development

Information
Title:
Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sale Update

Purpose/Background:
As the Board may recall, in December of 2021 there was consensus to move forward with a partnership with the
Recycling Association of Minnesota (RAM) for the City to host a Rain Barrel and Compost Bin Sale event. As a
reminder, Ramsey's only obligations would be to provide a site and volunteers for the distribution of purchased
items and to promote the event to Ramsey residents. RAM will handle all sales (this is a pre-order only program).
Information will be included in the spring issue of the Ramsey Recycler and the May/June Ramsey Resident, as
well as the website and possibly the dynamic display sign along Highway 10.

Observations/Alternatives:
Before RAM can open up online sales, Ramsey must specify the date and time of the distribution event. Taking into
consideration deadlines for information to be submitted for the Ramsey Resident newsletter, the soonest the event
could be is May or June (June is more realistic) to allow sufficient time for marketing. For multiple reasons, a
weekday would be preferable for the distribution event (avoids conflicts with graduation parties, weekend
getaways, etc., which also should make it easier to secure volunteers). Staff would suggest either the week of June 6
or the week of June 13 and a time of 3 :00-6:00pmto hold the distribution event.

Funding Source:
This case is being handled as part of Staff's regular duties.

Action:
Identify a date and time for the rain barrel and compost bin distribution event.

Attachments
Compost Bin Information
Rain Barrel Information
Meeting Minutes Dated December 13, 2021

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/24/2022 02:10 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/18/2022 11:41 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/24/2022 



Home Composter Compost Bin 
$76 + tax (similar models retail for $100+) 

 

 

 

 

 Made of sturdy, yet lightweight, 100% recycled 
plastic materials 

 Two-piece construction for sides allows for easy 
transporting and turning of materials 

 Wide opening at the top – easy to add and view 
materials 

 Lockable lid to deter animals 

 Sliding doors on each side to monitor status of 
compost 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Home Composter Bin is warranted by Gracious Living Corp. for 10 years from the 
date of purchase for any defects due to manufacturing or delivery excluding any damage 
due to normal wear and use. 
 

Questions? Contact Courtney Selstad courtney@recycleminnesota.org 952-457-1735 
Ready to set up a sale? Click here and complete the Distribution Partner form 

Specifications: 

Assembled Dimensions: 33″D x 30″H 
Total Volume: 17 cu ft / 125 gallon 
 

Greater Minnesota! 

Smaller minimum order on 
shipments (54 bins) means 

this is a great option for your 
communities! 



Rain Catcher Rain Barrel 
$90 + tax (retails for $120+) 

 
 

 The large opening and flat back design allow for easy 
installation and placement of the downspout while 
the spoke and wheel pattern in the top of the barrel 
keeps it child and pet safe. 

 The overflow connection at the back of the barrel 
allows excess water to flow down and underneath the 
barrel to direct it away from foundations. 

 Spigots on the side of the barrel allow you to connect 
multiple Rain Catcher barrels in-series for 
easy expansion of your rain water storage capacity. 

 The aluminum mesh screen keeps out debris and 
mosquitoes to keep the water clear and keep your 
family safe from insect borne illnesses. 

 Includes debris screen, garden hose, shut-off thumb 
valve, hanging hose clip, overflow hose, and linking kit 

 Place them around your home to catch fresh chlorine-free water as it pours from your downspouts – 
Water that would otherwise make its way into storm sewers only to be wasted. Rain barrels not only 
save you money but lessen the strain on water resources. 
 

 NEW FOR 2021: Made out of 100% recycled plastic! 

 

 

 

 

One (1) Year Warranty on Manufacturer Defects. Warranty excludes cracking from improper use. 

Questions? Contact Courtney Selstad courtney@recycleminnesota.org 952-457-1735 
Ready to set up a sale? Click here and complete the Distribution Partner form 

 

Specifications: 

Assembled Dimensions: 24″D x 24″W x 32″H 
Total Volume: 6 cu ft / 45 Gallon / 170 Litre 



5.03: Consider Participation in a Future Rain Barrel and Compost Bin Sales Event  

 

City Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that staff was recently asked about 

any opportunities to partner and promote a rain barrel sales event.  In response, staff contacted the 

Recycling Association of Minnesota (RAM), which annually coordinates a rain barrel and compost 

bin sales event.  In 2016, the City of Ramsey partnered with RAM to serve as one of the distribution 

sites.  At that time, the City’s only obligation was to provide a location for the items to be picked 

up by customers.  RAM handled the promotion of the event and the transactions.  There were 

approximately 80 customers that picked up a rain barrel, compost bin, or both at the Ramsey 

location. 

 

Board Member Fetterley commented that this would be a great opportunity for the residents and 

therefore she supports this action.  She noted that perhaps some of the Board Members would 

volunteer their time to assist with pickup.   

 

Chairperson Moore agreed and noted that she would also volunteer. 

 

City Planner Anderson confirmed the consensus of the Board to pursue this opportunity.   
 


	Agenda
	Approve Meeting Minutes Dated December 13, 2021
	ATT_Meeting Minutes Dated December 13, 2021
	Consider Request for Sketch Plan, Zoning Amendment, and Comprehensive Plan Amendment Related to a Proposed Second School Campus for PACT Charter Schoo
	ATT_Site Location Map
	ATT_Site Survey
	ATT_Applicant's Project Narrative
	ATT_Sketch Plan _ Concept Plan
	ATT_Sketch Plan _ Concept Plan with Contour Data
	Consider Opportunity to Re-Apply for Funding through the Metropolitan Council's Water Efficiency Grant Program
	ATT_Summary of Status of Current Grant Program
	ATT_2022-2024 Grant Program Guidelines
	Metropolitan Council
	Water Efficiency Grant Program
	Overview
	Grant Program Goal
	Grant Program Structure: Administration and Funding
	Eligibility
	Application Process
	Proposal Selection Criteria
	Funding Process and Reporting Requirements
	Qualified Activities


	Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sale Update
	ATT_Compost Bin Information
	ATT_Rain Barrel Information
	ATT_Meeting Minutes Dated December 13, 2021

