




2/22/22

TO:  Brian McCann and Planning Commisioners

RE:  Home Occupation Permit (HOP) Amendment
         6025 177th Lane NW  Derek M Trout/Peacekeepers

Upon recent complaints and notification about the proposed listed above Amendment, I wish to request 
the HOP Level II be denied and the original HOP Level I, dated 9/9/19 be revoked because of ongoing  
violations (over 365 days) and the City's vague and in adequate  requirements: 1) Only 
Administratively done; 2) Residents were not notified by written notice; 3) No publication in the Anoka
Union; 4) No Council review or approval.  Basically, if residents hadn't complained to Code 
Enforcement, Mr. Trout would be continuing to operate a gun shop in a residential zoned area with 
ongoing violations that are against the original Level I HOP,  and the requested Level II HOP.

Mr. Trout only applied for the amended HOP after he received written notification from the City Code 
Enforcement Department in late January 2022.  There has been absolutely no transparency in obtaining 
the HOP Level I  Permit from Mr. Trout nor the City.  I understand that Chloe McGuire and  Bria 
Raines, recently resigned from the City, and are unavailable to answer questions regarding 
administrative approval and code violation citations. 

The only minimal requirement of a Low-level Home Occupation Permit is approval administratively by
one City staff person (Chloe McGuire), provided there is “no exterior evidence of the business activity”
(no business signage).  BUT, we, as residents, feel gun sales of AR15's, etc., in our residential 
neighborhood is a big deal.  Total Defense, already exists, just 10 blocks away on 167th Avenue, in an 
actual Commercial zoned district.  They acquire, ship, sell, certify, and provide classes and a shooting 
range, all in one place.  

The residents of our RESIDENTIAL zoned development moved here under the understanding that it is 
zoned residential, not Commercial, a safe place, and not to mention any possible drop in market value.

This is a neighborhood full of young children walking, playing, riding bikes past Mr. Trout's business, 
in plain sight of guns and merchandise visible throughout the day being transferred into vehicles and 
the pole barn.    

I would also like to note that in 2019 the City Council also approved resolutions for a horse barn, 
stables, riding arena, and future children residential overnight camp stays within 750 feet of this 
property (17920 St. Francis Blvd.).  Their entrance access will also be thru the 177th Lane NW's 
entrance.

The statements above should be easily proven by his own videos, statements on Facebook, statements 
in HOP applications, and further validated by residents in the development.  

At this time I ask that the requested HOP Amendment, and both Alternatives 1 and 2, be denied and 
that the original HOP Level I revoked.



Many of  these residents have lived in the development over 30 years with no problems, I would hope 
there would be no retaliation as a result of this HOP process. 

Cordially,
Kelly Schmidt
6000 177th Lane NW
763-753-2654 (612-840-8512)

References: https://www.facebook.com/PeaceKeepersMN/
Facebook online videos, 3; 14; 20; 24; 26; 29; 31; 35 weeks; and one year
Ramsey City Codes
Various photos; Neighbor testimony



A HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT TO ALLOW FIREARM SALES ON THE

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 6025 177TH LANE NW AND DECLARING TERMS OF

PERMIT

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey received an application from Derek Trout ( the
Permittee") requesting a Home Occupation Permit( the " Permit") to operate a firearm sales

business ( the " Home Occupation") in a detached single family home located on the property
generally known as 6025 177th Lane NW and legally described as follows:

LOT 5 BLOCK 2 GREEN VALLEY ESTATES 2ND ADDITION; SUBJECT TO

EASEMENT OF RECORD

the " Subject Property"); and

WHEREAS, Derek Trout owns and occupies the home on the Subject Property; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee shall be responsible for ensuring that the Home Occupation
meets the requirements of this Permit and operates in a safe and responsible manner; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that he wishes to operate a firearms sales business

the " Home Occupation") within an office inside the home and that the Permittee is the owner of

the Home Occupation and will live in the residential dwelling unit on the Subject Property; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that the Home Occupation will be conducted in one

office space in the home totaling 200 square feet; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that the gross living area of the dwelling unit is
approximately 2,400 square feet; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that at least 400 square feet of garage space is

reserved for indoor residential parking and storage related to the residential use on the Subject.
Property; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that there will be no structural additions or

alteration to the dwelling unit or garage for the Home Occupation use; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that the Home Occupation will not employ anyone

that does not live in the dwelling unit on the Subject Property; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that few, if any, customers or clients will come to
the Subject Property; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that there will likely be regular mail and package

drop-offs; and
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WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that no vehicles other than a private vehicle( s)

would be used in conjunction with the Home Occupation and that the property will remain in
accordance with City Code Section 117- 355 entitled Residential Off-Street Parking; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that supplies and materials limited to firearms and

a gun safe will be stored on the Subject Property as a result of the Home Occupation; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has applied for and received a permit with the Minnesota

ATF; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated they have a locked gun safe where all firearms
shall be stored; and

WHEREAS, the Permittee has stated that the Home Occupation is not subject to review

by Anoka County Environmental Services; and

WHEREAS, the Ramsey Police Department has reviewed this request.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF

THE CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows:

That the City of Ramsey Community Development Department grants approval of a Home
Occupation Permit( the ` Permit') for a firearms sales business on the Subject Property

contingent upon the following conditions:

1.  That this agreement shall permit the operation of an online- only firearms sales business
the " Home Occupation") in the dwelling unit on the Subject Property.

2.  That the Permittee is allowed one ( 1) non- resident employee unless otherwise permitted

by City Code. Notification must be given to the City if the Permittee will utilize non-
resident employees and the Permittee shall obtain a new Home Occupation Permit if

non- resident employees shall be utilized.

3.  That the combination of customer/ client visits and/ or deliveries to the Subject Property

per standard eight( 8) hour business day may not exceed two ( 2) round trips.

4.  The Permittee has stated that the majority of sales are done online, if this or any of the
recital stated above changes, the Permittee shall reapply for a Home Occupation.Permit
with the City.

5.  That the Permittee agrees to comply with Chapter 117, Article II, Division 6,
Subdivision 1 of City Code, titled" Signs." The Permittee shall apply for any sign with
the City of Ramsey.
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6.  That the Permittee agrees there will be no exterior evidence of the Home Occupation

permitted on the Subject Property unless in compliance with Chapter 117- 351 ( Home
Occupations) of City Code.

7.  That the Permittee is responsible to verify and ensure that the structures( s) is compliant
with all applicable state and local codes.

8.  That should the Permittee die or should the Subject Property be sold, the Permit shall
be automatically terminated, except that in the case of death, should a surviving spouse or
child, residing at the same address, desire to continue the Home Occupation, written
notice to that effect shall be given to the Zoning Administrator and the City Council may
authorize continuation of the Permit without further hearing.

9.  The Permittee shall reside on the Subject Property; if the Permittee does not reside on
the Subject Property, the Permit shall be automatically terminated.

10. That the Permittee agrees that if the operation expands, they will notify the City of
Ramsey and reapply for a Permit.

11. That adequate water supply and on-site sewage disposal facilities shall be the
responsibility of the Permittee.

12. The Permittee shall be responsible for obtaining and having in full force and effect all
applicable State, County, and City licenses. The Permittee must receive proper
permitting through the ATF.

13. The Permittee shall be responsible for all costs incurred in the administration and

enforcement of this Permit.

14. That the Permittee agrees that all drop-offs shall only be from USPS or other typical
express delivery outfits that operate in residential areas.

15. That the City Administrator, or his/ her designee, shall have the right to inspect the
Subject Property for compliance and safety purposes annually or at any time, upon
reasonable request to the Permittee.

16. That the Permittee agrees to take additional measures to secure the firearms for online

sales, which must include a gun safe.

17. That the Permittee agrees to secure all firearms and will not leave firearms unattended.

The Permittee agrees that when the Permittee is not in the vicinity of the firearms, they
will be secured and stored properly. The Permittee agrees to notify the City of Ramsey
Police Department and Community Development Department of any thefts or vandalism.

18. That this Permit does not give the Permittee or anyone onsite the authorization to test or

discharge/ shoot firearms onsite. All testing must be done off-site in a permitted location.
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19. That if the City receives concerns or complaints from neighbors about traffic, noise,
disruption to the neighborhood, or public nuisance concerns, the City will bring the
permit forward for City Council review and possible revocation.

20. That not meeting any of the conditions listed above is grounds for immediate permit
revocation.
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PERMITTEE:

Derek Trout hereby acknowledges receipt of this Permit and has reviewed the conditions of this
Permit and has as reed to comply with the terms of this Permit.

i- -     rout

STATE OF MINNESOTA    )

ss.

COUNTY OF0'

On this day of Se..30 2019, before me a Notary Public, personally appeared
Derek Trout, to me known to be those described in and who executed the foregoing instrument
and acknowledged that they executed the same as their free act and deed.

otary '

R; .    JESSE ALLEN WHITE
NOTARY NE   - MINNESOTA

atteltbsix Spires Jan. 31, 2020
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CITY OF RAMSEY:

By:   CAMAfflAAI\hei       •
Zoning Administrator

STATE OF MINNESOTA    )

ss.

COUNTY OF ANOKA

The foregoing was acknowledged before me this l day of
p-Ie

2019,  by
CA,NA      (

1`\(&
IA r-2 —   ,  Zoning Administrator of the City of Ramsey,  a Municipal

Corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota, on behalf of the Municipal Corporation.

JOP34" 

0, 1%0 Notary ublicN
ata20

Ota

MMne  .  31. E
EXE,   

3a

The document drafted by:
The City of Ramsey

7550 Sunwood Dr NW

Ramsey, Minnesota 55303
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HOP Level I Permit declarations from 9/09/19 states:

Whereas Item # Believed Original HOP Level I Violations 

1 Required to reside at property
Mr. Trout drives a white pickup and a white car      ARRIVES   Through day at Pole Barn ONLY, never to occupancy
Leaves end of day and doesn't return
NOTE:  A young woman with red car resides;  I didn't see a rental license on file
              A black truck in residence driveway has been positioned and not moved in recent 3 weeks only
                    A Driver's License and Vehicle Registration would verify the (4) vehicles in question

2, 3 Requirements not ensured.   Appears to be a continued failure of ensuring City requirements 
Business has continually been conducted out of pole barn NOT the home since 9/9/19 as required
Guns in store are not trigger or safe locked on wall

7 Mr. Trout added structural alterations

8 Friend, not residing also helps out, as per his submitted HOP Level II application and his videos online

9 Has an open retail store, as shown in videos and statements on website
Vehicles have been coming to the business, with guns being transferred in/out of vehicles and/or pole barn 
       plain sight visibility, while children are playing and walking around the neighborhood to see 

14 Videos show lot of long guns, pistols, and ammo NOT in locked gun safes or trigger locked
       Photos illustrate no gun lock, plain sight, easily accessible to grab

The City's approved HOP Level I Permit from 9/09/19 states:
Condition #

1 Online ONLY   in    RESIDENCE ONLY
      Doesn't online sales mean, he is the shipper and items need to be picked up at registered dealer location

3 Required to eight hour business day, and two round trips.   Hours on website list 5-8pm and both weekend day hours

4 Any changes to original HOP, states to REAPPLY

5, 6 Has NOT requested a Sign
      Upon City posting sign in yard, Mr. Trout covered his business sign with a Bridal Shower paper taped to sign
      Actual sign shows Peacekeeper guns with logo stating visitors here at end of pole barn driveway
      On 2/18/22 the actual sign was removed from ground post

8, 9 Mr. Trout does NOT reside; wouldn't this also apply with any Military leave/deployment?

10 Requested expansion permit ONLY AFTER notification by City Code Officer (Bria Raines) of Resident Complaints via Feb 2022 

11 Water supply/on-site sewage are not in building/No Permit

12 FFL Dealer License shows EXPIRED:  1/1/2022

15 Final Inspection still not done – original building permit was for  6 mos, over 1 ½ yr of no final interior inspection

16 Videos show large assortment of long guns, pistols, and ammo NOT in locked gun safe and/or trigger locked
AR15's and ammunition easily accessible in unsecured bin to grab

18 Gun discharge has been heard by residents on several occasions

20 Not meeting conditions states immediate HOP revocation

       https://www.facebook.com/PeaceKeepersMN/


