
 
 
 

  

 
Stephanie Hanson 
Community Development Director 
City of Ramsey 
7550 Sunwood Drive NW 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
 
Re:  Zoning Amendment request Parcel ID 27-32-25-14-0003 from I1 – Light Industrial 
to CL Closed Landfill 
 
Dear Mrs. Hanson: 
 
Connexus Energy (Connexus) is requesting that Parcel ID 27-32-25-14-0003 be zoned CL 
Closed Landfill as this designation best reflects the property and permissible uses. This 
property is subject to the Landfill Cleanup Agreement, effective October 15, 1997, and 
filed with the Office of the Anoka County Recorder on March 11, 1998, as Document No. 
1326786, to provide environmental response for the qualified facility known as the 
Anoka-Ramsey Closed Landfill. The current zoning classification is inaccurate as the 
property is not conducive for uses as defined in I1 – Light Industrial. 
 
Connexus has an Option to Lease Agreement with the State of Minnesota, acting by and 
through its Commissioner of the Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). This agreement 
allows Connexus to construct and operate a renewable energy system on the property. 
The MPCA has determined that a renewable energy system is compatible with their 
environmental response action implementation, as specified in Minn. Stat §115B.17, 
subd. 16(c), under the Landfill Cleanup Program, Minn Stat. § 115B.39-115B.445, and 
assists the MPCA with carrying out the Landfill Cleanup Program responsibilities and 
obligations regarding the operation and maintenance of the property including mowing, 
snowplowing, litter removal and site monitoring.   
 
This Zoning Amendment request is being made under the plans for Connexus to develop 
a solar energy generation system on the property. The MPCA was granted authority 
under Laws of Minnesota 2021, 1st Spec. Sess. Chapter 4, article 1, section 2, subd. 10, to 
take actions and execute agreements to facilitate the beneficial reuse of the Anoka-
Ramsey Landfill and, specifically, to install a solar energy generating system.  
 
As part of this submission, we have included a site plan. This site plan works around the 
existing force main, the berm just north of Sunwood Drive and the tree line just west of 
Ramsey Blvd. As part of the agreement, the solar generating system will be designed in 
a manner that will allow for future monitoring wells to be installed in between the rows 
of solar as deemed necessary by the MPCA. 
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This parcel includes infrastructure for monitoring the property as a closed landfill. Figure 
1 below provides an overview of the site, and specifically identifies the monitoring wells.  

 
Figure 1 

 
 
The CL Closed Landfill zoning designation would allow for future monitoring wells and a 
solar generating system as an acceptable use.  
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian Burandt 
VP Power Supply & Business Development 
763.323.2785 
Brian.burandt@connexusenergy.com 

  
Enclosure 
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43,100 sf 
Footprint

84,600 sf footprint75,600 sf
Footprint

± 1 inch = 235 feet
Maps are for graphical purposes only.  They do not represent a legal survey.
While every effort has been made to ensure that these data are accurate
and reliable within the limits of the current state of the art, Municipal Group
LLC cannot assume liability for any damages caused by any errors or
omissions in the data, nor as a result of the failure of the data to function on
a particular system. Municipal Group LLC makes no warranty, expressed or
implied, nor does the fact of distribution constitute such a warranty.

Legend
[ [ Existing Fence Line
[ [ Proposed Fence Line

Sanitary Force Main (30')
Potential Development Pad
Potential Development Pad
County Parcels

Planner Notes:
1) Solar arrays are
10'x150' or 10'x75'
2) Solar arrays are
separated 15'
3) Solar array clusters
are separated 10'
4) Sanitary force main
is unbuildable 15' on
either side (30' total
unbuildable)
5) Field verify existing
fence line
6) Verify with local utility
on sanitary force main
location and any
existing easements

Maintenance Building

Connexus Energy Solar Array Conceptual Site Plan With Development Pads

Fence Line & 
Development Pad 
can be adjusted
as needed
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Operations Assistant Division Director

Wayne Cords

November 8, 2023
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