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ELECTION INTEGRITY GOAL #1

•Through Local Management

Small Voting Precincts
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Since 2010 
multiple precincts 
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Minnesota
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Summary | Recommendations

• Cities are authorized to determine precinct size
• Precincts with <2,000 registered voters are more manageable

 ADOPT A RESOLUTION to
limit voting districts to 2,000 registered voters or less



CITY OF RAMSEY 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-___

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PRECINCT DESIGN POLICIES

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 204B.14, subd. 1 empowers: “the governing body of each municipality shall establish 
the boundaries of the election precincts in the municipality”; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 204B.14 permits municipalities to change the number and boundaries of their 
precincts at certain times and under certain conditions; and

WHEREAS, “unlike elective districts, voting precincts are based on administrative convenience and may contain a 
large or small population” (2021 Redistricting Guide, p.20); and 

WHEREAS, “while there is no specific threshold that covers all situations statewide, a small percentage of precincts 
have over 2,000 registered voters” (2021 Redistricting Guide, p 19); and

WHEREAS, “precincts containing more than 2,000 registered voters can become unwieldy for election 
administration purposes” (Guide, p. 20); and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of ________ hereby adopts the following policies for establishing 
the design of voting precincts:  No more than 2,000 registered voters per precinct.

Approved this ________ day of ___________, 2024. 
______________________________ 

_______________, Mayor 
ATTEST: _______________________________________ 
_______________, City Clerk 
(Seal)
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ELECTION INTEGRITY GOAL #5

Paper Poll Books
•Through Local Management



28Counties do not use ePollbooks
16Counties use in some precincts
45 Counties use in all precincts

The use of electronic 
ePollbooks

is optional in Minnesota 
Counties and Municipalities
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Online Security Risk Points in Poll Pads
Paper

• None
Electronic

• KNOWiNK/BPro/ePulse Cloud 
INTEGRATED data management

• 129 Verizon SA2100 hot spot devices
• 5 Cisco Meraki MR42 routers
• 22 iSync Cloud drives
• Anoka County’s data on Amazon Aurora in

Amazon’s GovCloud
9



You Have a Choice
201.225 ELECTRONIC ROSTER AUTHORIZATION.
Subdivision 1.Authority.
A county, municipality, or school district may use electronic rosters for any election. In a county, municipality, 
or school district that uses electronic rosters, the head elections official may designate that some or all of the
precincts use electronic rosters. An electronic roster must comply with all of the requirements of this section. An 
electronic roster must include information required in section 201.221, subdivision 3, and any rules adopted 
pursuant to that section.
…
Subd. 5.Election day.
(a) Precincts may use electronic rosters for election day registration, to process preregistered voters, or both. 
The printed election day registration applications must be reviewed when electronic records are processed in the 
statewide voter registration system. The election judges shall determine the number of ballots to be counted by 
counting the number of original voter signature certificates or the number of voter receipts.
(b) Each precinct using electronic rosters shall have a paper backup system approved by the secretary of state 
present at the polling place to use in the event that the election judges are unable to use the electronic roster.

10Source: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.225

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.221
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.225
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Paper Works!
• All of Anoka County precincts used paper poll books until 2018

• Nearby Isanti County still uses paper poll books in 17 of 19 precincts.  
In fact 29 (1/3rd of) MN counties still use paper poll books today

• MN Statute 201.225 Subdivision 5.b. mandates paper poll books at
every precinct for every election

• They must be available as backup

• They are supplied by county to each precinct before election with most 
recent list of registered voters.

• Each precinct maintains their copy onsite on election day



Paper is More Cost-Effective

Paper
• Paper and ink

(Same as today – as
required in MN
Statute 201.225)

Electronic
• Original capital, license, maintenance cost in 2018

• Average annual expenses

$602,033

$69,930
• Software license, maintenance fees
• Software connectivity license
• Verizon Wireless Data Plan (hotspots)

$63,125/yr.
$1,000/yr.

$3870-$7740/yr.

• $3,870 in odd years

• $7,740 in even years
• Total Anoka County cost for 2018-2023 $1,029,353

• NOTE: Need for capital upgrade between 2024-2026 $218,413

Sources: KNOWiNK contract, 2018; Property Records & Taxation Committee, July 19, 2022 12



Sample Resolution
to return to use of
Paper Poll Books--
electronic copy available
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ELECTION INTEGRITY GOAL #5

Paper Poll Books
•Through Local Management



Evidence that Municipalities can opt out of Use of ePollBooks (ipads)

1.The 2013 JPA (County, municipalities, school districts) only covers the purchase, maintenance and 
licensing of the ES&S vote tabulators (DS200, DS450, DS850).
1. We have found no subsequent amendments to that agreement to cover poll pads.
2. In 2013 poll pads were not a thing, but were authorized and tested about 2015/2016 by the State.
3.There were County level discussions in July-December of 2017 about how many to purchase.
4. Apparently, before the end of 2017, a decision was made to purchase 505 of them to cover all 128 
precincts.
5.So far, we have no record of local agreements regarding this decision.
6. The poll pads were purchased in 2018 by Anoka County with no funds from municipalities.
7. As recently as July of 2022, county discussed a capital improvement to replace/upgrade the poll pads at 
a cost of about $220,000.
8.The report said that the cost would be born entirely by Anoka County.
9. If there are no formal actions (votes by County and municipalities) and no written and signed 
agreement(s), then the cities may not bound.
12. Therefore, we concluded that the poll pads are not mandated to be used by municipalities under a JPA 
with Anoka County, and they are not mandated by State law. We believe municipalities can opt out of their 
use.
13. Oak Grove is discussing opting out.
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Source: Anoka County Property Records & Taxation Meeting Agenda, July 19, 2022

Did this happen?
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Source: Anoka County Property Records & Taxation Meeting Agenda, July 19, 2022
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Summary | Recommendations
• Electronic poll pads are not worth the risk
• Returning to using ONLY paper poll books is the safe way to 

check voters in
• Paper works and it is cheaper
• Many precincts in Minnesota use paper ONLY

 ADOPT A RESOLUTION to
return to paper poll books
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