
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

City Council Work Session
Tuesday, October 8, 2024

5:30 pm
Lake Itasca Room, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

 

           
1. Call to Order   
 

2. Topics for Discussion   
 

1. Review Proposed Amendments to Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization Joint
Powers Agreement

 
2. Discussion of Ordinance #24-12, Regulating Cannabis Businesses

 
3. Discuss Potential Amendments to Rental Housing Code

 
4. Discuss Changes to the Earned Sick and Safe Time Policy

 
5. Attorney-Client Privileged Discussion of Litigation: Murray v. City of Ramsey (Conciliation Court

Appeal) - Closed to the Public
 
3. Topics for Future Discussion   
 

1. Review Future Topics/Calendar 
 
4. Mayor/Council/Staff Input   
 

5. Adjournment*

*Note:  the City Council may motion to recess this Work Session meeting and reconvene after
the regular City Council meeting if items on the agenda are not completed.
 

  

 

Our Mission:  To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


2. 1. 
CC Work Session
Meeting Date: 10/08/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Not Applicable

Information
Title:
Review Proposed Amendments to Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization Joint Powers
Agreement

Purpose/Background:
Purpose
The purpose of this case is to review the attached draft Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization
(LRRWMO) Joint Powwers Agreement (JPA) and provide comments for the LRRWMO Board of
Commissioners to review and discuss at their October 17th LRRWMO Board meeting. 

Background
Attached is a copy of the draft LRRWMO JPA for the 10-year period from 2025 to 2034, with changes
tracked.  Also attached for historical reference are copies of the first LRRWMO JPA used between 1995 and
2014, which includes 2007 amendments, as well as the current JPA adopted by the City of Ramsey in August
2014.

The attached draft 2025 - 2034 LRRWMO JPA includes numerous revisions and additions. Revisions were
completed for the following primary purposes; 

Verify statutory language/references are current.
Update references to other plans if modified since current JPA was adopted.
Add numbers/letters to denote separate sections for clarity.
Revise authorities and duties of members as needed.
Remove references to the JPA's establishment.
Add definitions.
Add footnotes.
Correct grammatical and spelling errors.
Resolve inconsistencies.

Language highlighted in yellow in the attached draft reflect revisions each City is urged to review and comment
on.  These revisions include; 

Page 7 - A Commissioner's right to vote is suspended if the member city is delinquent in making payments.
Page 27 - Member assessments are capped at 120-percent of the amount the member city was assessed the
previous year, unless the member city adopts a reslution approving the increase.
Page 28 - The amount of a member's annual contribution to the operating budget shall not exceed one-half
of one-percent of the net tax capacity of the member's total contributing area. 

A revisions summary is included on the cover page of the attached draft JPA.

City staff reviewed the attached draft JPA and offer the following comments. 
Pg. 21, section 5.6(b)(iii) - The word "Member" should not be deleted unless a definition for "City" is
added to section 1.  Staff recommends not deleting the word "Member". 
Pg. 30, section 7.2 - Why was 2/3 revised to 3/4 in the last sentence? There are only 3 member cities so a
3/4 approval is not attainable and would require a unanimous vote. Staff recommends leaving 2/3 as is.    



The City Attorney reviewed the draft JPA and approved it as to legal form.

Councilmember Musgrove is the City of Ramsey's Commissioner on the LRRWMO Board, and is currently Chair
of the LRRWMO Board of Commissioners.  

Attached are 4 of the most applicable State Statutes addressing the purpose and operations of Watershed
Management Organizations in Minnesota.   

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Staff anticipates up to 30 minutes will be required to present this case and respond to questions. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommends reviewing the attached draft LRRWMO JPA and providing comments for the LRRWMO
Board of Commissioners to review and discuss at their October 17th LRRWMO Board meeting.    

Outcome/Action:
Review the attached draft LRRWMO JPA and provide comments for the LRRWMO Board of Commissioners to
review and discuss at their October 17th LRRWMO Board meeting. 

Attachments
LRRWMO JPA 1995-2014 
LRRWMO JPA 2015-2024 
LRRWMO JPA 2025-2034 DRAFTwBoardComments 
MN Statute 103B.201 
MN Statute 103B.211 
MN Statute 103B.227 
MN Statute 103B.251 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 10/03/2024 02:40 PM
Form Started By: Bruce Westby Started On: 09/05/2024 04:47 PM
Final Approval Date: 10/03/2024 



























































































































































103B.201 METROPOLITAN WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM; PURPOSE.​

The purposes of the water management programs required by sections 103B.205 to 103B.255 are to:​

(1) protect, preserve, and use natural surface water and groundwater storage and retention systems;​

(2) minimize public capital expenditures needed to correct flooding and water quality problems;​

(3) identify and plan for means to effectively protect and improve surface water and groundwater quality;​

(4) establish more uniform local policies and official controls for surface water and groundwater​
management;​

(5) prevent erosion of soil into surface water systems;​

(6) promote groundwater recharge;​

(7) protect and enhance fish and wildlife habitat and water recreational facilities; and​

(8) secure the other benefits associated with the proper management of surface water and groundwater.​

History: 1990 c 391 art 2 s 5; 1990 c 601 s 6; 2019 c 50 art 1 s 24​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

103B.201​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2023​1​



103B.211 JOINT POWERS WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION.​

Subdivision 1. Authority. (a) Any agreement under section 471.59 to jointly or cooperatively manage​
or plan for the management of surface water in a watershed delineated pursuant to subdivision 2, as required​
by sections 103B.205 to 103B.255, may provide, in addition to other provisions authorized by section 471.59,​
for a joint board having:​

(1) the authority to prepare, adopt, and implement a plan for the watershed meeting the requirements of​
section 103B.231;​

(2) the authority to review and approve local water management plans as provided in section 103B.235;​

(3) the authority of a watershed district under chapter 103D to regulate the use and development of land​
in the watershed when one or more of the following conditions exists:​

(i) the local government unit exercising planning and zoning authority over the land under Minnesota​
Statutes 2020, sections 366.10 to 366.181, or sections 394.21 to 394.37, or 462.351 to 462.364, does not​
have a local water management plan approved and adopted in accordance with the requirements of section​
103B.235 or has not adopted the implementation program described in the plan;​

(ii) an application to the local government unit for a permit for the use and development of land requires​
an amendment to or variance from the adopted local water management plan or implementation program​
of the local unit; or​

(iii) the local government unit has authorized the organization to require permits for the use and​
development of land;​

(4) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.625, to accept the transfer of drainage systems​
in the watershed, to repair, improve, and maintain the transferred drainage systems, and to construct all new​
drainage systems and improvements of existing drainage systems in the watershed, provided that: (i) projects​
may be carried out under the powers granted in sections 103B.205 to 103B.255 or chapter 103D or 103E;​
and (ii) proceedings of the board with respect to the systems must be in conformance with the watershed​
plan adopted under section 103B.231;​

(5) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.911 to adopt a budget and decide on the​
total amount necessary to be raised from ad valorem tax levies to meet the budget;​

(6) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.915 to certify its budget with the auditor of​
each county having territory within the joint powers watershed management organization;​

(7) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.901 to file approved assessment statements​
with each affected county; and​

(8) other powers necessary to exercise the authority under clauses (1) to (3), including the power to enter​
into contracts for the performance of functions with governmental units or persons.​

(b) The Board of Water and Soil Resources shall adopt rules prescribing minimum requirements for the​
content of watershed management organization joint powers agreements.​

(c) Decisions by a joint powers board may not require more than a majority vote, except a decision on​
a capital improvement project, which may require no more than a two-thirds vote.​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

103B.211​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2023​1​



Subd. 2. Reviewing watershed boundaries. Before commencing planning under section 103B.231, a​
watershed management organization established pursuant to section 471.59 and this section shall submit a​
map delineating the boundaries of the watershed to the Board of Water and Soil Resources for review and​
comment on the conformance of the boundaries with the requirements of sections 103B.205 to 103B.255.​
The board shall have 60 days to comment.​

Subd. 3. Jurisdiction over nonmembers. (a) A watershed management organization established by​
agreement pursuant to subdivision 1 may exercise the authority provided in the agreement throughout the​
watershed delineated, including territory in statutory and home rule charter cities and towns that are not​
members of the organization, if the cities and towns that are not members consent to the exercise of authority​
within their jurisdictions and if the membership of the organization includes:​

(1) the county or counties having jurisdiction over all of the territory of the watershed that is within the​
cities and towns that are not members of the organization; and​

(2) either cities and towns having jurisdiction over at least 50 percent of the land area of the watershed​
and comprising at least three-quarters of all of the cities and towns having territory in the watershed, or cities​
and towns having jurisdiction over at least 75 percent of the land area of the watershed.​

(b) The county or counties identified in paragraph (a), clause (1), are responsible for watershed​
management activities and may exercise authority under sections 103B.205 to 103B.255 in and for consenting​
cities and towns that are not members of the organization.​

Subd. 4. Appropriations from small watercourses. (a) This subdivision applies in Hennepin and​
Ramsey Counties to the following public waters:​

(1) a public water basin or wetland wholly within the county that is less than 500 acres; or​

(2) a protected watercourse that has a drainage area of less than 50 square miles.​

(b) An appropriation of water that is below the minimum established in section 103G.271, subdivision​
4, for a nonessential use, as defined under section 103G.291, is prohibited unless a permit is obtained from​
the watershed district or watershed management organization having jurisdiction over the public water basin,​
wetland, or watercourse. The watershed district or watershed management organization may impose a fee​
to cover the cost of issuing the permit. This subdivision must be enforced by the home rule charter or statutory​
city where the appropriation occurs. Violation of this subdivision is a petty misdemeanor, except that a​
second violation within a year is a misdemeanor. Affected cities shall mail notice of this law to affected​
riparian and adjoining landowners.​

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1991 c 199 art 1 s 16]​

History: 1990 c 391 art 2 s 7; 1990 c 601 s 8; 1991 c 199 art 1 s 15; 1995 c 184 s 2; 2023 c 25 s 22​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

2​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2023​103B.211​



103B.227 WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATIONS.​

Subdivision 1. Appointing members. Watershed management organizations shall notify the Board of​
Water and Soil Resources of member appointments and vacancies in member positions within 30 days.​
Appointing authorities shall fill vacant positions by 90 days after the vacancy occurs.​

Subd. 2. Notice of board vacancies. Appointing authorities for watershed management organization​
board members shall publish a notice of vacancies resulting from expiration of members' terms and other​
reasons. The notices must be published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the watershed​
management organization area. The notices must state that persons interested in being appointed to serve​
on the watershed management organization board may submit their names to the appointing authority for​
consideration. After December 31, 1999, staff of local units of government that are members of the watershed​
management organization are not eligible to be appointed to the board. Published notice of the vacancy must​
be given at least 15 days before an appointment or reappointment is made.​

Subd. 3. Removal. Appointing authorities may remove members of watershed management organization​
boards for just cause. The Board of Water and Soil Resources shall adopt rules prescribing standards and​
procedures for removing members of watershed management organization boards for just cause.​

Subd. 4. Newsletter. A watershed management organization shall publish and distribute at least one​
newsletter or other appropriate written communication each year to residents. The newsletter or other​
communication must explain the organization's water management programs and list the officers and telephone​
numbers.​

Subd. 5. Requests for proposals for services. A watershed management organization shall at least​
every two years solicit interest proposals for legal, professional, or technical consultant services before​
retaining the services of an attorney or consultant or extending an annual services agreement.​

Subd. 6. [Repealed, 1995 c 184 s 32]​

Subd. 7. Drainage systems. Watershed management organizations may accept transfer of drainage​
systems under sections 103B.205 to 103B.255.​

History: 1990 c 601 s 9; 1999 c 231 s 126​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

103B.227​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2023​1​



103B.251 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS BY WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATIONS.​

Subdivision 1. General authority. The authority provided to watershed districts in this section is in​
addition to the authority provided in chapter 103D. A watershed management organization which has adopted​
a watershed plan in accordance with section 103B.231 may certify for payment by the county as provided​
in this section all or any part of the cost of a capital improvement contained in the capital improvement​
program of the plan.​

Subd. 2. County board to receive plan. A copy of the plan for the improvement shall be forwarded to​
the county board.​

Subd. 3. Improvement hearing notice. (a) The organization shall then hold a public hearing on the​
proposed improvement, following publication once each week for two successive weeks before the date of​
the hearing in a legal newspaper published in the county or counties in which a part or all of the affected​
waters and lands are located. The last publication shall occur not more than 30 days nor less than ten days​
before the hearing.​

(b) The notice shall state the time and place of hearing, the general nature of the proposed improvement,​
the estimated cost, and the method by which the cost of the improvement is to be paid, including the cost​
to be allocated to each county or minor watershed unit under subdivision 5.​

(c) At least ten days before the hearing, notice by mail shall be given to the counties and to each home​
rule charter or statutory city or town located wholly or partly within the territory of the watershed management​
organization.​

(d) Failure to give mailed notice or defects in the notice shall not invalidate the proceedings.​

Subd. 4. Improvement hearing. At the time and place specified in the notice the organization shall​
hear all parties interested in the proposed improvement. If upon full hearing the organization finds that the​
improvement will be conducive to public health and promote the general welfare, and is in compliance with​
sections 103B.205 to 103B.255 and the plan adopted pursuant to section 103B.231, it shall make findings​
accordingly, determine the cost of the improvement, and certify the cost before October 1 to the county or​
counties for payment.​

Subd. 5. Apportioning costs. If the territory of the watershed management organization extends into​
more than one county, the cost of the improvement shall be certified to the respective county boards in the​
proportions prescribed in the capital improvement program of the organization. The certification of the​
watershed management organization may apportion the cost among some or all of the subwatershed units​
in the watershed and for this purpose may require the establishment of more than one tax district in the​
watershed.​

Subd. 6. County payment. Each county receiving certifications for payment from watershed management​
organizations under this section shall promptly after September 30 of each year provide funds to meet its​
proportionate share of the cost of the improvements as shown in the certifications by organizations received​
during the prior 12 months. In an emergency and after receipt of certification the county shall provide funds​
at other times. When an organization anticipates an emergency it shall promptly inform the county and​
provide it with appropriate information.​

Subd. 7. Bonds. In order to make the payment required by subdivision 6, the county board of each​
county may issue general obligation bonds of the county in the amount necessary to pay all or part of the​
cost of projects certified to the county board or to refund general obligation bonds issued for this purpose.​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

103B.251​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2023​1​



The bonds shall be sold, issued, and secured in accordance with the provisions of chapter 475 for general​
obligation bonds, except as otherwise provided in this subdivision. No election shall be required.​

Subd. 8. Tax. (a) For the payment of principal and interest on the bonds issued under subdivision 7 and​
the payment required under subdivision 6, the county shall irrevocably pledge and appropriate the proceeds​
of a tax levied on all taxable property located within the territory of the watershed management organization​
or subwatershed unit for which the bonds are issued. Each year until the reserve for payment of the bonds​
is sufficient to retire the bonds, the county shall levy on all taxable property in the territory of the organization​
or unit, without respect to any statutory or other limitation on taxes, an amount of taxes sufficient to pay​
principal and interest on the bonds and to restore any deficiencies in reserves required to be maintained for​
payment of the bonds.​

(b) The tax levied on rural towns other than urban towns may not exceed 0.02418 percent of estimated​
market value, unless approved by resolution of the town electors.​

(c) If at any time the amounts available from the levy on property in the territory of the organization are​
insufficient to pay principal and interest on the bonds when due, the county shall make payment from any​
available funds in the county treasury.​

(d) The amount of any taxes which are required to be levied outside of the territory of the watershed​
management organization or unit or taken from the general funds of the county to pay principal or interest​
on the bonds shall be reimbursed to the county from taxes levied within the territory of the watershed​
management organization or unit.​

Subd. 9. Maintenance levy. For the purpose of creating a maintenance fund to be used for normal and​
routine maintenance of a work of improvement constructed in whole or part with money provided by the​
county pursuant to subdivision 6, the board of managers of a watershed district, with the approval of the​
county, may impose an ad valorem levy on all property located within the territory of the watershed district​
or subwatershed unit. The levy shall be certified, levied, collected, and distributed as provided in sections​
103D.915 and 103D.921, and shall be in addition to any other money levied and distributed to the district.​
The proceeds of the levy shall be deposited in a separate maintenance and repair account to be used only​
for the purpose for which the levy was made.​

History: 1990 c 391 art 2 s 15; 1990 c 601 s 24-26; 1995 c 184 s 15,16; 2013 c 143 art 14 s 8​

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota​
Revisor of Statutes​

2​MINNESOTA STATUTES 2023​103B.251​



2. 2. 
CC Work Session
Meeting Date: 10/08/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Promote economic growth and development.

Information
Title:
Discussion of Ordinance #24-12, Regulating Cannabis Businesses

Purpose/Background:
At the September 24, 2024, City Council work session, Council discussed and provided comments about the
model ordinance drafted by the Office of Cannabis Management (OCM). At that time, the City Council directed
staff to establish a required distance between the adult-use cannabis retailers. Section 3 Requirements for
Cannabis Businesses, staff added language that will limit the number of retailers in the COR zoning districts to
one (1) retailer and outside the COR districts, a location must be at least 1,000 feet apart from another retail
premise, as measured between customer entrances. If City Council would like a different distance requirement,
staff would incorporate the distance approved by the Council.

Section 4 Temporary Cannabis Events regulates these type of events. MN Stat 342 does not require a
municipality to allow for temporary cannabis events; therefore, City Attorney Knaak has the legal opinion that the
section can be omitted from the ordinance. If, in the future, the City supports temporary cannabis events or the
state amends MN Stat 342 to require such events, it can be added to the ordinance. Staff is seeking direction from
the City Council to omit the language or to allow for temporary cannabis events. 

Notification:
Not applicable

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
On April 9, 2024, City Council adopted Ordinance #24-05, an interim ordinance prohibiting the establishment of
new uses or the operation of an adult-use cannabis business. The interim ordinance expires on December 31,
2024. The proposed ordinance will allow the establishment of new uses or the operation of adult-use cannabis
businesses.

Timeframe for Ordinance Adoption
October 22, 2024: Introduction/First Reading at City Council
November 12, 2024: Final adoption by City Council
November 15–December 15, 2024: 30 day publication
January 1, 2025: Effective date

Alernatives
City Council could move forward with the timeline or give staff direction for something else.
 

Funding Source:
Not Applicable

Recommendation:
Staff recommends omitting Section 4 Temporary Cannabis Events and to move forward with the draft ordinance.



Outcome/Action:
Discuss and provide staff with direction regarding the draft ordinance and timeline.

Attachments
Draft #24-12 Ordinance 
THC Location Map 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 10/03/2024 03:09 PM
Form Started By: Stephanie Hanson Started On: 10/02/2024 10:20 AM
Final Approval Date: 10/03/2024 



 

ORDINANCE #24-12 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE CANNABIS BUSINESS WITHIN THE CITY OF 
RAMEY, MINNESOTA, ANOKA COUNTY 

 
The City Council of Ramsey ordains: 
 

SECTION 1. ADMINISTRATION 
 
Chapter 26, Article XX is hereby established with the following: 
 

10.1 Findings and Purpose 
The City Council makes the following legislative findings: 

The purpose of this ordinance is to implement the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, 
chapter 342, which authorizes Ramsey to protect the public health, safety, welfare of 
Ramsey residents by regulating cannabis businesses within the legal boundaries of 
Ramsey. 

The City Council finds and concludes that the proposed provisions are appropriate and 
lawful land use regulations for Ramsey that the proposed amendments will promote the 
community's interest in reasonable stability in zoning for now and in the future, and that 
the proposed provisions are in the public interest and for the public good. 

10.2 Authority & Jurisdiction 

The City Council has the authority to adopt this ordinance pursuant to: 

a) Minn. Stat. 342.13(c), regarding the authority of a local unit of government to 
adopt reasonable restrictions of the time, place, and manner of the operation of 



 

a cannabis business provided that such restrictions do not prohibit the 
establishment or operation of cannabis businesses. 

b) Minn. Stat. 342.22, regarding the local registration and enforcement 
requirements of state-licensed cannabis retail businesses and lower-potency 
hemp edible retail businesses. 

c) Minn. Stat. 152.0263, Subd. 5, regarding the use of cannabis in public places. 
d) Minn. Stat. 462.357, regarding the authority of a local authority to adopt zoning 

ordinances. 

10.3 Severability 
If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional 
or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not 
be affected thereby. 

10.4 Enforcement 

The City of Ramsey is responsible for the administration and enforcement of this 
ordinance. Any violation of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with any 
of its requirements constitutes a misdemeanor and is punishable as defined by law. 
Violations of this ordinance can occur regardless of whether or not a permit is required 
for a regulated activity listed in this ordinance. 

10.5 Definitions 
1. Unless otherwise noted in this section, words and phrases contained in Minn. Stat. 342.01 

and the rules promulgated pursuant to any of these acts, shall have the same meanings in 
this ordinance. 

2. Cannabis Cultivation: A cannabis business licensed to grow cannabis plants within the 
approved amount of space from seed or immature plant to mature plant. harvest 
cannabis flower from mature plant, package and label immature plants and seedlings 
and cannabis flower for sale to other cannabis businesses, transport cannabis flower to a 
cannabis manufacturer located on the same premises, and perform other actions 
approved by the office. 

3. Cannabis Retail Businesses: A retail location and the retail location(s) of a 
mezzobusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, microbusinesses with a retail 
operations endorsement, medical combination businesses operating a retail location, and 
lower-potency hemp edible retailers. 



 

4. Cannabis Retailer: Any person, partnership, firm, corporation, or association, foreign or 
domestic, selling cannabis product to a consumer and not for the purpose of resale in any 
form. 

5. Daycare: A location licensed with the Minnesota Department of Human Services to 
provide the care of a child in a residence outside the child's own home for gain or 
otherwise, on a regular basis, for any part of a 24-hour day. 

6. Lower-potency Hemp Edible: As defined under Minn. Stat. 342.01 subd. 50. 
7. Office of Cannabis Management: Minnesota Office of Cannabis Management, referred to 

as “OCM” in this ordinance. 
8. Place of Public Accommodation: A business, accommodation, refreshment, 

entertainment, recreation, or transportation facility of any kind, whether licensed or not, 
whose goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages or accommodations are extended, 
offered, sold, or otherwise made available to the public. 

9. Preliminary License Approval: OCM pre-approval for a cannabis business license for 
applicants who qualify under Minn. Stat. 342.17. 

10. Public Place: A public park or trail, public street or sidewalk; any enclosed, indoor area 
used by the general public, including, but not limited to, restaurants; bars; any other food 
or liquor establishment; hospitals; nursing homes; auditoriums; arenas; gyms; meeting 
rooms; common areas of rental apartment buildings, and other places of public 
accommodation. 

11. Residential Treatment Facility: As defined under Minn. Stat. 245.462 subd. 23. 
12. Retail Registration: An approved registration issued by the City of Ramsey to a state- 

licensed cannabis retail business. 
13. School: A public school as defined under Minn. Stat. 120A.05 or a nonpublic school that 

must meet the reporting requirements under Minn. Stat. 120A.24. 
14. State License: An approved license issued by the State of Minnesota’s Office of Cannabis 

Management to a cannabis retail business. 

 
Section 2.   Registration of Cannabis Businesses 

2.1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Consent to registering of Cannabis Businesses 
No individual or entity may operate a state-licensed cannabis retail business within Ramsey 
without first registering with the city. 

Any state-licensed cannabis retail business that sells to a customer or patient without valid 
retail registration shall incur a civil penalty of $2,000 for each violation. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the state shall not issue a license to any 
cannabis business to operate in Indian country, as defined in United States Code, title 18, 
section 1151, of a Minnesota Tribal government without the consent of the Tribal 
government. 



 

2.2 Compliance Checks Prior to Retail Registration 

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 342, within 30 days of receiving a copy of a state license 
application from OCM, Ramsey shall certify on a form provided by OCM whether a 
proposed cannabis retail business complies with local zoning ordinances and, if 
applicable, whether the proposed business complies with the state fire code and building 
code. 

2.3 Registration & Application Procedure 
2.3.1 Fees. 

Ramsey shall not charge an application fee. 

A registration fee, as established in Ramsey’s fee schedule, shall be charged to applicants 
depending on the type of retail business license applied for. 

An initial retail registration fee shall not exceed $500 or half the amount of an initial state 
license fee under Minn. Stat. 342.11, whichever is less. The initial registration fee shall 
include the initial retail registration fee and the first annual renewal fee. 

Any renewal retail registration fee imposed by Ramsey shall be charged at the time of the 
second renewal and each subsequent renewal thereafter. 

A renewal retail registration fee shall not exceed $1,000 or half the amount of a renewal 
state license fee under Minn. Stat. 342.11, whichever is less. 

A medical combination business operating an adult-use retail location may only be 
charged a single registration fee, not to exceed the lesser of a single retail registration fee, 
defined under this section, of the adult-use retail business. 

2.3.2 Application Submittal. 
The City of Ramsey shall issue a retail registration to a state-licensed cannabis retail 
business that adheres to the requirements of Minn. Stat. 342.22. 

(A) An applicant for a retail registration shall fill out an application form, as provided 
by the city. Said form shall include, but is not limited to: 

i. Full name of the property owner and applicant; 
ii. Address, email address, and telephone number of the applicant; 

iii. The address and parcel ID for the property which the retail registration is 
sought; 

iv. Certification that the applicant complies with the requirements of local 
ordinances established pursuant to Minn. Stat. 342.13. 

 
(B) The applicant shall include with the form: 



 

i. the application fee as required in [Section 2.3.1]; 
ii. a copy of a valid state license or written notice of OCM license 

preapproval; 
(C) Once an application is considered complete, the City Administrator or designee 

shall inform the applicant as such, process the application fees, and forward the 
application to the Community Development Department for approval or denial. 

(D) The application fee shall be non-refundable once processed. 

 
2.3.3 Application Approval 

(A) A state-licensed cannabis retail business application shall not be approved if the 
cannabis retail business would exceed the maximum number of registered 
cannabis retail businesses permitted under Section 2.6. 

(B) A state-licensed cannabis retail business application shall not be approved or 
renewed if the applicant is unable to meet the requirements of this ordinance. 

(C) A state-licensed cannabis retail business application that meets the requirements 
of this ordinance shall be approved. 

2.3.4 Annual Compliance Checks. 

The City of Ramsey Police Department shall complete at minimum one compliance check 
per calendar year of every cannabis business to assess if the business meets age 
verification requirements, as required under [Minn. Stat. 342.22 Subd. 4(b) and Minn. 
Stat. 342.24] and this section. 

The Ramsey Police Department shall conduct at minimum one unannounced age 
verification compliance check at least once per calendar year. 

Age verification compliance checks shall involve persons at least 17 years of age but under 
the age of 21 who, with the prior written consent of a parent or guardian if the person is 
under the age of 18, attempt to purchase adult-use cannabis flower, adult-use cannabis 
products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer products under the 
direct supervision of a law enforcement officer or an employee of the local unit of 
government. 

Any failures under this section must be reported to the Office of Cannabis Management. 

2.3.5 Location Change 

A state-licensed cannabis retail business shall be required to submit a new application for 
registration under Section 2.3.2 if it seeks to move to a new location still within the legal 
boundaries of the City of Ramsey. 



 

2.4 Renewal of Registration 
The City of Ramsey shall renew an annual registration of a state-licensed cannabis retail 
business at the same time OCM renews the cannabis retail business’ license. 

A state-licensed cannabis retail business shall apply to renew registration on a form 
established by the city. 

A cannabis retail registration issued under this ordinance shall not be transferred. 

2.4.1 Renewal Fees. 

The city may charge a renewal fee for the registration starting at the second renewal, as 
established in Ramsey’s rates and fee schedule. 

2.4.2 Renewal Application. 

The application for renewal of a retail registration shall include, but is not limited to: 

• Items required under Section 2.3.2 of this Ordinance. 
 

2.5 Suspension of Registration 
2.5.1 When Suspension is Warranted. 

The City of Ramsey may suspend a cannabis retail business’s registration if it violates the 
ordinance of the city or poses an immediate threat to the health or safety of the public. 
The city shall immediately notify the cannabis retail business in writing the grounds for 
the suspension. 

2.5.2 Notification to OCM. 

The city shall immediately notify the OCM in writing the grounds for the suspension. OCM 
will provide the city and cannabis business retailer a response to the complaint within 
seven calendar days and perform any necessary inspections within 30 calendar days. 

2.5.3 Length of Suspension. 

The suspension of a cannabis retail business registration may be for up to 30 calendar 
days, unless OCM suspends the license for a longer period. Reinstatement of the 
registration is dependent on the determination for the OCM.  The business may not make 
sales to customers if their registration is suspended. 



 

The city may reinstate a registration if it determines that the violations have been resolved. 

The city shall reinstate a registration if OCM determines that the violation(s) have been 
resolved. 

2.5.4 Civil Penalties. 

Subject to Minn. Stat. 342.22, subd. 5(e) the city of Ramsey may impose a civil penalty, as 
specified in Ramsey’s Fee Schedule, for registration violations, not to exceed $2,000. 

2.6 Limiting of Registrations 

The City of Ramsey shall limit the number of cannabis retail businesses to no fewer than 
one registration for every 12,500 residents within city limits. 

 
Section 3. Requirements for Cannabis Businesses 

3.1 Minimum Buffer Requirements 

The city shall prohibit the operation of a cannabis business within 
1,000 feet of a school. 
 
The city shall prohibit the operation of a cannabis business within 
500 feet of a day care. 

The city shall prohibit the operation of a cannabis business within 
500 feet of a residential treatment facility. 

The city shall prohibit the operation of a cannabis business within 500 feet of an attraction 
within a public park that is regularly used by minors, including a playground or athletic 
field. 

The city shall limit the number of retail locations within the combined COR zoning districts to 
one (1) retail location. Outside the COR districts, a retail location must be at least 1,000 feet 
apart from another licensed retail premise, as measured between customer entrances.  

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 462.367 subd. 14, nothing in Section 3.1 shall prohibit an active 
cannabis business or a cannabis business seeking registration from continuing operation 
at the same site if a school/daycare/residential treatment facility/attraction within a 
public park that is regularly used by minors moves within the minimum buffer zone. 

3.2 Zoning and Land Use 
 
The following business types defined in this chapter are interpreted to be a part of the 
uses defined in Chapter 106 – Zoning Code: 

3.2.1. Cultivation. 
Cannabis businesses licensed or endorsed for cultivation are permitted as an agricultural 
use in the following zoning districts: 

• RR – Rural Residential District (indoor or outdoor) 
• MR – MUSA Reserve District (indoor or outdoor) 
• I-1 – Light Industrial District (indoor only) 



 

• I-2 – General Industrial District (indoor only) 

3.2.2. Cannabis Manufacturer. 
Cannabis businesses licensed or endorsed for cannabis manufacturer are permitted as a 
manufacturing use in the following zoning districts: 

• I-1 – Light Industrial District 
• I-2 – General Industrial District  

 
3.2.1. Hemp Manufacturer. 
Businesses licensed or endorsed for low-potency hemp edible manufacturers permitted 
as a manufacturing use in the following zoning districts: 

• I-1 – Light Industrial District 
• I-2 – General Industrial District  

3.2.2. Wholesale. 
Cannabis businesses licensed or endorsed for wholesale are permitted as a wholesale 
sales use in the following zoning districts: 

• I-1 – Light Industrial District 
• I-2 – General Industrial District  

3.2.2. Cannabis Retail. 
Cannabis businesses licensed or endorsed for cannabis retail are permitted as retail sales 
in the following zoning districts: 
 

• COR Zoning Districts 
• B-2 – Community Business District 
• B-3 – Regional Business District 
• I-1 – Light Industrial District 
• I-2 – General Industrial District  
• Those portions of COR and PUD approved and designed for retail sales 

3.2.1. Cannabis Transportation. 
Cannabis businesses licensed or endorsed for transportation are permitted as a 
warehousing use in the following zoning districts: 

• I-1 – Light Industrial District 
• I-2 – General Industrial District  

3.2.2. Cannabis Delivery. 
Cannabis businesses licensed or endorsed for delivery are permitted as a warehousing 
use in the following zoning districts: 

• I-1 – Light Industrial District 
• I-2 – General Industrial District  

3.3 Hours of Operation 

Cannabis businesses are limited to retail sale of cannabis, cannabis flower, cannabis 
products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer products between the 



 

hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Monday through Saturday and 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. on Sundays. 

 

Section 4. Temporary Cannabis Events 
Any individual or business seeking to obtain a cannabis event license must provide OCM information 
about the time, location, layout, number of business participants, and hours of operation. A cannabis 
event organizer must receive local approval, including obtaining any necessary permits or licenses issued 
by a local unit of government before holding a cannabis event. 

4.1 License or Permit Required for Temporary Cannabis Events 
4.1.1 License Required. 
A cannabis event organizer license entitles the license holder to organize a temporary 
cannabis event lasting no more than four days. A jurisdiction should determine what type 
of approval is consistent with their existing ordinances for events. 

A license or permit is required to be issued and approved by (insert local here) prior to 
holding a Temporary Cannabis Event. 

4.1.2 Registration & Application Procedure 
A registration fee, as established in (insert local here)’s fee schedule, shall be charged to 
applicants for Temporary Cannabis Events. 

4.1.3 Application Submittal & Review. 
The (insert local here) shall require an application for Temporary Cannabis Events. 

(A) An applicant for a retail registration shall fill out an application form, as provided 
by the (insert local here). Said form shall include, but is not limited to: 

i. Full name of the property owner and applicant; 
ii. Address, email address, and telephone number of the applicant; 

iii. (Insert additional standards here) 
(B) The applicant shall include with the form: 

i. the application fee as required in (Section 4.1.2); 
ii. a copy of the OCM cannabis event license application, submitted pursuant 

to 342.39 subd. 2. 

The application shall be submitted to the (insert local authority), or other designee for 
review. If the designee determines that a submitted application is incomplete, they shall 
return the application to the applicant with the notice of deficiencies. 

(C) Once an application is considered complete, the designee shall inform the 
applicant as such, process the application fees, and forward the application to the 
(insert staff/department, or elected body that will approve or deny the request) for 
approval or denial. 

(D) The application fee shall be non-refundable once processed. 

(E) The application for a license for a Temporary Cannabis Event shall meet the 
following standards: 



 

A jurisdiction may establish standards for Temporary cannabis events which the event 
organizer must meet, including restricting or prohibiting any on-site consumption. If 
there are public health, safety, or welfare concerns associated with a proposed cannabis 
event, a jurisdiction would presumably be authorized to deny approval of that event. 

• Insert standards here 
(G) A request for a Temporary Cannabis Event that meets the requirements of this 
Section shall be approved. 

(H) A request for a Temporary Cannabis Event that does not meet the requirements 
of this Section shall be denied. The (insert city/town/county) shall notify the 
applicant of the standards not met and basis for denial. 

(Optional) Temporary cannabis events shall only be held (on the property of a 
microbusiness or mezzobusiness). 

(Optional) Temporary cannabis events shall only be held between the hours of (insert start 
time) and (insert stop time). 

 
 

Section 5. (Optional) Lower-Potency Hemp Edibles 
A jurisdiction can establish different standards or requirements regarding Low-Potency Edibles. A 
jurisdiction can consider including the following section and subsections in their cannabis ordinance. 

5.1 Sale of Low-Potency Hemp Edibles 
The sale of Low-Potency Edibles is permitted, subject to the conditions within this 
Section. 

5.2 Zoning Districts 
If sales are permitted, a jurisdiction can limit what zone(s) the sales of Low-Potency 
Edibles can take place in. A jurisdiction can also determine if such activity requires a 
Conditional or Interim Use permit. 

Low-Potency Edibles businesses are permitted as a (type of use) in the following zoning 
districts: 

• (Insert zoning districts use is permitted in here) 
• (Insert zoning districts use is permitted in here) 

5.3 (Optional) Additional Standards 
5.3.1 Sales within Municipal Liquor Store. 

A jurisdiction that already operates a Municipal Liquor Store may sell Low-Potency 
Edibles within the same store. 

The sale of Low-Potency Edibles is permitted in a Municipal Liquor Store. 

5.3.2 Age Requirements. 

A jurisdiction is able to restrict the sale of Low-Potency Edibles to locations such as bars. 



 

The sale of Low-Potency Edibles is permitted only in places that admit persons 21 years of 
age or older. 

5.3.3 Beverages. 

The sale of Low-Potency Hemp Beverages is permitted in places that meet requirements of 
this Section. 

5.3.4 Storage of Product. 

A jurisdiction is able to set requirements on storage and sales of Low-Potency Edibles. 

Low-Potency Edibles shall be sold behind a counter, and stored in a locked case. 

Section 7 Use in Public Places 
No person shall use cannabis flower, cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived 
consumer products in a public place or a place of public accommodation unless the premises is an 
establishment or an event licensed to permit on-site consumption of adult-use. 
 

SECTION . SUMMARY 
 
The following official summary of Ordinance #24-12 has been approved by the City Council of the 
City of Ramsey as clearly informing the public of the intent and effect of the Ordinance: 
 
Chapter 26, Article XX is hereby created in order to comply with the requirements of State Statues 342 
regulating cannabis licensing.  
 
SECTION . EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This ordinance becomes effective 30 days after its passage and publication, subject to City Charter 
Section 5.04. 
 
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota the X day of X, 2024. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                           _______________________________ 
                                                                                                                           Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
City Clerk 
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2. 3. 
CC Work Session
Meeting Date: 10/08/2024

  

Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Create a positive image for residential neighborhoods, business districts and key
corridors.

Information
Title:
Discuss Potential Amendments to Rental Housing Code

Purpose/Background:
As the City Council and staff continue to work on the rental housing inspection program, staff recommends a
discussion regarding potential text changes to the code. The goal is to amend the program to better suit the City of
Ramsey. 

Attached is the adopted code and proposed amendments from staff. The staff is proposing to eliminate the phasing
and crime-free housing program. At this point, the Police Department does not have the resources to implement a
crime-free housing program. As part of The Minnesota Crime Prevention Program, it is a requirement that the
crime-free program is implemented by the Police Department. Although staff is recommending the program to be
eliminated, staff is proposing to provide an educational course similar to the crime-free course, in which the Code
Enforcement Officer and the Rental Housing Inspector will administer a class twice a year. Topics will be similar
to that of the crime-free program; such as inspection processes, fire safety, international maintenance code, crime
prevention through environmental design, provide Attorney General information, etc. The staff thinks the property
manager would still benefit with the additional education as part of the licensing process.

Staff recommends City Council review the proposed amendments and continue discussion to better the program
to meet the needs of Ramsey.

 

Notification:
Not applicable

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Time Frame
November 12, 2024: Review the amendments at the City Council Work Session and have the introduction/First
Reading at the City Council regular meeting
November 26, 2024: Adoption at the City Council regular meeting
November 29 - December 29, 2024: 30 day publication
January 1, 2025: Effective date of ordinance

Alternatives
Council could choose to move forward with amendments, leave the ordinance as-is, or propose something
different.
 

Recommendation:
Staff seeks directions to move forward with amendments to the rental inspections code



Outcome/Action:
Provide staff with directions and comments to move forward with a potential amendment to the rental inspection
code.

Attachments
Rental Inspections List 
Article XIV Rental Code 
Staff Proposed Amendments 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 10/03/2024 02:32 PM
Form Started By: Stephanie Hanson Started On: 09/30/2024 02:40 PM
Final Approval Date: 10/03/2024 



7550 Sunwood Drive NW • Ramsey, MN 55303
City Hall 763-427-1410 • Fax 763-427-5543
www.cityoframsey.com

Rental License  
Pre-Inspection Checklist

The following list includes common code deficiencies cited during property maintenance inspections. 
This list is for example purposes only. It is not intended nor shall it be considered a complete set of 
requirements. This checklist is a helpful tool for you to prepare ahead of inspection.

INTERIOR EVALUATION

Walls and Ceilings
□	In good repair
□	Free from holes
□	Free from water damage

Floors
□	In good repair
□	No holes
□	No trip hazards (i.e. torn carpet)
□	Structurally sound

Sleeping Rooms
□	Proper egress or door open to the

outside required
□	Floor space shall be no less than 70 square feet

with a seven-foot (7') minimum width
□	Proper light and ventilation
□	Operable smoke detectors

(10 years old or less)

Hallway/Landing
□	Clear pathway
□	Handrails/guardrails securely attached
□	Continuous guardrails required on open sides

of landings/stairways 30" or more above grade
□	Grippable handrails
□	Floor covering should be intact and

secured to floor
□	Locate a smoke detector within close proximity

to sleeping rooms
□	All smoke detectors shall be installed per the

manufacturer’s installation instructions and its
listing. Hard-wired smoke detectors shall be
wired to a proper unswitched circuit. Must be
10 years old or less.

□	Carbon monoxide detector required outside of
bedrooms within ten-foot (10') of doors

Doors
□	Secure
□	Fits frame
□	Weather-tight and rodent-proof
□	Proper hardware

Windows
□	No broken/cracked glass
□	Can be easily opened
□	Capable of being held in position by

window hardware
□	Windows that open, must have screens

in good repair
□	Weather-tight
□	Window frame must be free of cracked,

chipped, peeling, chalking, or flaking paint
and caulk and biological growth

Fire Protection
□	Storage of paint, paper, boxes, rags or other

combustible/flammable material not allowed
within 10-feet (10') of gas fire appliances
(furnaces, water heaters, etc.)

□	Path of egress shall not be blocked by debris,
storage, trash, snow, ice or other obstruction

□	All stairways require continuous, grippable
handrails

□	Buildings with three (3) or more units require
fire extinguishers

□	All smoke detectors shall be installed to
requirements with working batteries and
functional connections (must be 10 years old
or less).

□	Locate at least one smoke detector on
each level, not including crawl spaces and
uninhabitable attics.
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INTERIOR EVALUATION 

Occupancy 
□  Occupied sleeping rooms must have proper 

egress window or door opening to the 
outdoors.

□  Cellars/crawlspaces shall not be used as 
habitable space.

□  Basements must meet all permit construction 
requirements for light, ventilation, egress, etc. 
prior to being used as habitable space.

□  Adequate hot and cold running water must 
be provided to all sinks and tubs.

□  All household drains must connect to a 
sanitary sewer.

□  Waste lines must be properly installed, “S” 
traps not allowed, and no flexible style waste 
lines.

□  Hand-held showers must have backflow 
prevention or shorten the line to one and one 
half inches (1.5") above the spill line.

□  No leaking faucets or pipes.
□  Unused gas lines must be capped.
□  All pipes must be free from defects and 

obstruction and properly secure and 
supported.

Kitchen 
□	Hot (110 degrees) and cold running water
□	Kitchen sink must be properly connected to

sanitary sewer
□	Kitchen must NOT be used for sleeping

purposes
□	No dripping faucets
□	Drains must function properly, free of

obstructions 
□	Cabinets must be in good repair
□	Supplied or provided appliances must be in

good working condition
□	Gas appliances must be connected properly

with approved fittings/connectors

INTERIOR EVALUATION

Bathroom 
□  A tub or shower properly installed, 

maintained and in good repair with caulking 
intact

□  A washbasin properly installed, maintained 
and in good repair with caulking intact.

□  Properly installed toilet with all components 
intact and properly secured, maintained and 
functioning, sealed at base

□  Faucets must have a minimum one-inch (1") 
gap above the spill line

□  Bathroom cabinets must be in good repair
□  No leaking faucets
□  Water-impervious flooring
□  Either an openable window or mechanical 

venting is required
□  Hot and cold running water required to each 

fixture

ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL & PLUMBING
Electrical 
□	Adequate service and outlets
□	Properly installed service panel
□	Fixtures must be intact and properly

functioning.
□	Extension cords cannot be used in lieu of

permanent wiring.
□	Cover plates are required on all outlets,

switches, and junction boxes.
□	All wiring must be intact and properly

maintained.

Mechanical 
□	Heating appliance must be properly installed

and maintained.
□	Temporary heating devices shall not be used as

the primary source of heat.
□	Fuel-burning appliances must be connected to

an approved chimney, flue, or vent.
□	You may be required to provide service records

of any heating system.
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ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL & PLUMBING

Plumbing 
□  Faucets must be a minimum 1 inch (1") above 

spill lines on all fixtures.
□  All plumbing must be installed and 

maintained to code.
□  Gas flex connectors must be Underwriters 

Laboratory (UL) listed and approved.

EXTERIOR EVALUATION

Windows and Doors 
□	Bug and rodent proof
□	Weather-tight
□	Working hardware
□	Free of defects – no torn/ripped screens

Paint 
□	Wood surface weather protected
□	NO peeling, chipping, caulking, flaking or other

deteriorated paint

Walls – Exterior 
□	Soffit and fascia in good repair
□	House numbers in front

(visible from public way)
□	Siding is weather tight and intact

Foundation
□	Structurally sound
□	Free of holes or gaps
□	Proper grading

Roof 
□	Free of leaks
□	Structurally sound
□	No loose or missing shingles

Gutters and Downspouts (pertains to existing) 
□	Good condition 
□	Properly attached and drain water away from

structure

EXTERIOR EVALUATION

Chimney 
□	Tuckpointing/mortar in good repair
□	Flue liner in good repair

Porch/Decks
□	Good repair
□	Guard railings required if over 30-inches (30")

above grade

Yard
□	No junk and debris in the yard
□	Grass kept to standard length
□	Free from pet waste

Driveway
□	Vehicles properly licensed and operable
□	Vehicles parked on improved surfaces
□	Driveway free from debris and maintained
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ARTICLE XIV. RENTAL RESIDENTIAL DWELLING UNITS 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Sec. 26-614. Purpose. 

It is the purpose of this chapter to protect the public health and safety of citizens of the city by adopting a 
rental dwelling licensing, inspection and maintenance program that corrects substandard conditions, maintains a 
standard for existing and newly constructed rental dwellings, and promotes neighborhood stability in the city. The 
operation of rental properties is a business enterprise that includes certain responsibilities for the licensee and 
tenant. Licensees' are responsible to take such reasonable steps as are necessary to ensure that the renters who 
occupy such rental units, as well as neighboring properties, may pursue the quiet enjoyment of the normal 
activities of life in surroundings that are safe, secure, and sanitary, free from noise, nuisances and annoyances, and 
free from unreasonable fears about safety of persons and property.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Ord. No. 23-16 renumbered the former § 26-614 as § 26-615.  

Sec. 26-615. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them 
in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Apartment means a community, complex or building having a common owner and containing at least one 
rental dwelling unit.  

City means the City of Ramsey.  

City approved inspector's report or inspection report means a rental dwelling inspection report prepared and 
signed by the city's rental housing inspector or inspector contracted by the city to conduct an inspection and 
provide a report to the city.  

City administrator means the city administrator of the City of Ramsey, or designee.  

Dwelling means a building or one or more portions of a building occupied or intended to be occupied for 
residential purposes of a continued nature.  

Let for occupancy or to let or to rent means to permit possession or occupancy of a dwelling or rental 
dwelling unit by a person who is not the legal owner of record thereof, pursuant to the terms of a written or 
unwritten lease.  

Manager means any person who has charge, care or control of a dwelling that is required to be licensed 
under this chapter.  

Operate means to charge a rental charge, fee or other form of monetary or non-monetary compensation for 
the use of a rental dwelling unit.  

Occupant means any person occupying, living, or sleeping or having possession of a space within any 
dwelling.  
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Owner or licensee means any person having a legal or equitable interest in a dwelling that is required to be 
licensed under this chapter as recorded in the official state, county or city records as holding title to the property 
or otherwise having control of the property.  

Person may be an individual, corporation, firm, association, company, partnership, organization or any other 
group acting as a unit.  

Rental dwelling means any dwelling used for residential occupancy by one or more persons who are not the 
owner or a member of the owner's immediate family.  

Rental dwelling license means a certificate issued by the city administrator or designee after the rental 
dwelling or rental dwelling unit has passed a rental dwelling inspection.  

Rental dwelling unit means any room or rooms, or space, in any rental dwelling designed or used for 
residential occupancy by one or more persons who are not the owner or the owner's qualifying relative. Qualifying 
relative is defined as: parent, stepparent, child, stepchild, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, 
nephew or niece. This relationship may be either by blood or by marriage.  

Short term rental (STR) means a dwelling unit, offered to the public in exchange for money, goods or 
services, on a nightly or weekly basis for not more than 30 consecutive days.  

Tenant means any person occupying a dwelling unit or having possession of a space within a dwelling unit 
who pays, in any manner, for the right to occupy such space or who has a leasehold right to occupy the dwelling 
unit.  

(Ord. No. 21-17, § 2, 8-24-2021; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Secs. 26-616—26-644. Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. LICENSE 

Sec. 26-645. License required. 

No person shall operate a rental dwelling building or unit without first having obtained a license to do so 
from the city.  

(1) A rental license is required for all rentals, including short term rentals (STRs).  

(2) Tents, campers, trailers, yurts, and similar may not be rented out or used as residences. Only those 
places of residence with active certificates of occupancy (CO) for habitation may be rented. Property 
owners may not let or rent land for camping unless locating in a properly zoned and designated 
campground in accordance with City Code.  

(3) Exceptions.  

a. These rental licensing requirements do not apply to residential property that has been sold on a 
contract for deed so long as the purchaser (vendee) occupies the property and the sale 
document used to memorialize the sale is a Minnesota uniform conveyancing blank and is 
recorded with the Anoka County Recorder's office and a copy is provided to the city upon 
request.  

b. These rental licensing requirements do not apply to residential property that is occupied by the 
owner or the owner's qualifying relative and two or fewer tenants where the owner and the 
tenants share all living space within the dwelling.  
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c. Rental licensing fees and conversion fees do not apply to a dwelling owned by a member of the 
United States armed services who is on active duty and the property is rented to another person 
during the time of active duty. The owner must provide the city with a copy of the owner's 
military orders and must occupy the property when not on active duty as the owner's primary 
residence.  

(4) As a condition of the license, the licensee must, as a continuing obligation, conduct criminal 
background checks and credit history checks on all prospective tenants and maintain a current roster of 
tenants and other persons who have a lawful right to occupy the rental dwelling or rental dwelling 
units. The licensee must designate the name of the person or persons who will have possession of the 
roster and must promptly notify the city administrator of any change in the identity, address or 
telephone numbers of the designee. The roster must be available for inspection by city officials upon 
request. If a person under investigation by the city claims a lawful right to occupy a rental dwelling unit 
or be present on the rental property, the city administrator or designee may request to inspect the 
lease for the unit in which the person claims to reside. Upon such request, the licensee shall provide 
the lease for inspection.  

(5) Written tenant application and lease agreement required. The licensee must screen all potential 
tenants using a written tenant application. The licensee must use a written lease agreement for all 
tenants. The licensee must have all tenants execute a Minnesota Crime Free Housing Lease Addendum. 
The written tenant application must include sufficient information so that the licensee can conduct 
appropriate criminal background and credit checks on prospective tenants. The written tenant 
application and written lease agreement and the Minnesota Crime Free Housing Lease Addendum for 
each tenant must be part of the licensee's files. Upon request the licensee must show proof, 
satisfactory to the city, that the licensee is maintaining the documents required by this section. Failure 
to use, maintain, or provide these documents to the city upon request is a violation of this chapter.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 1; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 21-17, § 2, 8-24-2021; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-646. Application. 

(a) Application for an initial or renewal license shall be made by the owner of rental units or by the owner's 
legally constituted agent to the city on forms provided by the city. Applications shall include, at a minimum:  

(1) Name, address, telephone number, email address, and date of birth of the dwelling owner, principal 
partners if a partnership, or corporate officers if a corporation.  

(2) Name, address, telephone number, email address, and date of birth of the designated local agent, if 
any.  

(3) Local address of the dwelling.  

(4) Number of buildings.  

(5) Number of dwelling units within each building.  

(6) Description of procedure through which tenant inquiries and complaints are to be processed.  

(7) Whether the rental license is for a multifamily building, single-family dwelling, or short term rental.  

(8) Photocopy of a current state issued driver's license or current identification card to verify owner or 
agent resides within 75 miles of city.  

(b) Every person holding a license shall give notice in writing to the city, within ten business days after any 
change to any of the required information.  
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(c) Application for license renewal shall be filed at least 30 days prior to the license expiration date. An initial or 
renewal license shall not be issued until the city has determined that the premises are in conformance with 
all state and local laws and ordinances, except as otherwise required by this article.  

(d) A criminal background investigation will be conducted on the owner listed on the application. If the dwelling 
is owned by more than one individual the city may request additional information from the license applicant 
regarding all owners. If the dwelling is owned by a business entity the city may request additional 
information regarding all officers, managers, or directors, and may conduct additional background 
investigations as it deems necessary. The applicant shall pay a background investigation fee for each 
background investigation conducted. The applicant shall obtain any necessary signature on a release 
provided by the city authorizing the city to conduct the investigation.  

(e) Criminal background investigations are not required for renewal applications and no background 
investigation fee shall be required; however, the police department or other city staff may conduct a 
background investigation at its sole discretion.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 4; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 21-17, § 2, 8-24-2021; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-647. Fees. 

(a) License fees shall be established by ordinance. All required fees shall accompany an initial or renewal 
application. A delinquency penalty of five percent of the license fee shall be charged for each day of 
operation without a valid license up to 90 days. Thereafter, the city may take appropriate action to prevent 
the continued use of the affected dwelling unit in accordance with state and local laws and ordinances.  

(b) A licensee shall not be entitled to a refund of any license fee upon revocation or suspension.  

(c) A reinspection fee, established from time to time, by the city council shall be charged for each reinspection 
required to follow-up for any inspection. Reinspection fees shall be payable at time of reinspection and no 
renewal license shall be issued unless all inspection fees are paid.  

(d) A conversion fee for conversion to rental. A residential dwelling or dwelling unit that is converted to a rental 
property shall pay a conversion fee approved in the fee schedule established by the city council. The 
conversion fee includes the rental license application fee the first year. Fees charged for required 
educational training are not included in the conversion fee.  

(1) Exemptions. All properties that have been converted to a rental dwelling prior to the adoption of this 
code, are exempted from paying a conversation to maintain the property as a rental. Once a dwelling 
unit is converted back to a non-rental, the exemption is voided.  

(e) Reinstatement fee. A residential dwelling or dwelling unit in which the license has been suspended or 
revoked must pay a reinstatement fee according to the city fee schedule to reinstate the license.  

Table 1. 
Fee Discounts Associated with Level of Participation in the Crime Free Housing Program  

 Annual License Fee Discount  
for Crime Free  

Phase 3 
Participant  

Phase 2 
Participant  

Phase 1 
Participant  

Multi-Family  25%  10%  0  

Single Family  25%  10%  0  

Short Term Rental (STR)  25%  10%  0  

State/County/Federally Licensed Facilities  25%  10%  0  
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(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 3; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-648. Expiration of license. 

Licenses shall be issued every year and shall expire on the anniversary date of the license. License fees will be 
established by the city council, and determined by the city's fee schedule.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 2; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-649. Local agent. 

(a) No license shall be issued or renewed if the owner does not reside within 75 miles of the rental dwelling 
units unless such owner designates in writing the name and contact information (verified by drivers license 
or identification card) of a local agent who resides within 75 miles of the rental units, who is responsible for 
the maintenance upkeep of the building, and who is legally constituted and empowered to receive service of 
notice of violation of the provisions of this Code, to receive orders, to institute remedial action to effect such 
orders, and to accept all service of process pursuant to law. The city shall be notified in writing of any change 
of local agent. No P.O. Boxes will be accepted without a current owner address.  

(b) Licensees are responsible for acts or omissions of their managers or local agents as it pertains to the rental 
dwelling.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 6; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-650. Inspection. 

(a) Inspections. The city administrator or designee is authorized to make inspections reasonably necessary to 
enforce this chapter. All authorized inspectors have the authority to enter any rental dwelling or rental 
dwelling unit at all reasonable times. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 504B.211, the licensee is 
responsible for scheduling the inspection and notifying any existing tenant of the inspection. The licensee 
must provide access to the requesting city official at the date and time of the scheduled inspection. Failure to 
provide access for any reason may result in a re-inspection fee, in addition to any other sanctions imposed 
for noncompliance  

(b) Application inspections. By submitting an application for an initial or renewal license, the applicant agrees to 
submit the rental property to an inspection, subject to reasonable notice from the city.  

(c) Compliance inspections. In the event the city receives or obtains information indicating a possible violation of 
City Code on the premises of a rental dwelling unit, the city may seek access to the property for the purpose 
of a compliance inspection. If the property owner, agent or tenant refuses entry to the property or dwelling, 
the city may purse any remedy at law, including an administrative search warrant.  

(d) Access by occupant. Each occupant of a rental dwelling or rental dwelling unit shall give the licensee, 
manager, or authorized city official access to any part of such rental dwelling or rental dwelling unit at 
reasonable times for the purpose of inspection, maintenance, repairs or alterations as are necessary to 
comply with the provisions of this chapter.  

Table 2. 
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The table below outlines the required inspections based on the participation level of the license holder in the 
Crime Free Housing Program. Inspections may be required, outside of the referenced table as required by city 
administrator.  

 Inspection Schedules  Phase 3 
Participant  

Phase 2 
Participant  

Phase 1 
Participant  

Multi-Family  3 Years  2 Years  Annually  

Single Family  3 Years  2 Years  Annually  

Short Term Rental  3 Years  2 Years  Annually  

State/County/Federally Licensed Facilities  3 Years  2 Years  Annually  

 

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 7; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-651. Issuance. 

All rental licenses may be approved administratively unless the city administrator determines there may be 
grounds for denial. When it is determined there is grounds for denial, the city administrator must present findings 
to the city council for review at which point the city council may approve or deny the rental license.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 5; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-652. Posting license and notifications for public hearings. 

(a) Every licensee of a residential rental facility containing three or more dwelling units, or a short-term rental 
(STR), shall cause to be conspicuously posted in the main entryway or other conspicuous location therein the 
current license for the dwelling. Every licensee of a single occupancy facility shall provide to the occupant of 
the dwelling unit, a certified copy of the current license for the dwelling.  

(b) The licensee must, as a continuing obligation of the license, provide written notice to tenants or in the 
alternative, post the written notice in the lobby or common area of the rental dwelling for any public hearing 
notice received by the licensee that pertains to the rental dwelling, the rental dwelling unit, the property on 
which the rental dwelling is located or any adjacent rights of way.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 8; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 21-17, § 2, 8-24-2021; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-653. License not transferable. 

No license shall be transferable to another person or to another rental dwelling or rental dwelling unit. Every 
person holding a license shall give notice in writing to the city within ten business days after having legally 
transferred or otherwise disposed of the legal control of any licensed rental dwelling. Such notice shall include the 
name and address of the person succeeding to the ownership or control of such rental dwelling or dwellings. The 
successor shall apply to the city for a new rental license.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 9; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 
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DIVISION 3. CRIME FREE HOUSING 

Sec. 26-654. Crime Free Rental Housing Program. 

The licensee or manager is required to complete the Phase One educational course of the Crime-Free Rental 
Housing Program, or similar course as approved by the city. Certification as a rental property manager may also be 
considered by the city to satisfy this requirement. To promote the benefits of the program, the city encourages 
licensees to fully participate in the Crime-Free Rental Housing Program. The licensee must provide proof that the 
licensee or manager has either successfully completed the phase one educational course or the licensee or 
manager has registered to attend a phase one educational course before a rental license will be issued.  

(1) Phase one participant (required for licensure). 

 a. The licensee or the manager with control over the rental dwellings and rental dwelling units must 
attend, at a minimum, the Phase I crime-free rental housing educational course or similar course 
as approved by the city administrator as a condition of receiving or renewing a license. The cost 
of attending the educational requirements under this section shall be paid in addition to any 
license and inspection fees. Course attendance will be required on a schedule to be determined 
by the city administrator.  

b. The licensee and/or manager must attend an eight-hour crime-free housing course presented by 
police, fire, public housing and others.  

c. Use a written lease including the Minnesota Crime Free Housing Lease Addendum.  

d. Check the criminal background and credit score of all prospective tenants.  

e. Actively pursue the eviction of tenants who violate the terms of the lease and/or the crime free 
lease addendum.  

(2) Phase two participant (includes phase one plus the following). 

 a. Complete a security assessment and complete the security improvements recommended. This 
phase will certify that the rental dwelling has met the security requirements for the tenant's 
safety.  

b. For rental dwellings with four or more units, attend a minimum of 25 percent of 
owners/managers association meetings.  

c. For rental dwellings with less than four units, attend licensee/manager refresher training at least 
once every three years and conduct an exterior inspection of the property at least once every 
year  

(3) Phase three participant (includes phase one and two plus the following). 

 a. For rental dwellings with four or more units, conduct resident training annually for the residents 
where crime watch and crime prevention techniques are discussed.  

b. For rental dwellings with four or more units, hold regular resident meetings.  

c. For rental dwellings with four or more units attend a minimum of 50 percent of 
licensee/managers association meetings.  
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d. Have no unresolved City Code violations within the past year.  

e. For rental dwellings with less than four units, attend annual refresher training approved by the 
city administrator at least one time per year and verify attendance.  

f. For rental dwellings with less than four units, meet with tenants at least one time per year, 
inspect the exterior of the dwelling at least quarterly, and inspect the interior of the dwelling unit 
at least one time per year and provide written verification on a form provided by the city.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

DIVISION 4. PENALTIES 

Sec. 26-655. License denial, suspension, or revocation. 

(a) Grounds for denial, suspension or revocation. The city administrator may temporarily suspend, deny or not 
renew a license and the city council may revoke or suspend a license for any of the following reasons that 
shall also constitute a violation of this chapter:  

(1) The property does not conform to City of Ramsey Zoning Code;  

(2) The property does not comply with a health, building, maintenance, or other provisions of the City 
Code or state law;  

(3) The licensee has failed to pay the license fee, inspection fees, the investigation fee, or a fine that has 
been imposed;  

(4) The licensee has made fraudulent statements, misrepresentations, or false statements in the 
application or investigation or in any information required by this chapter;  

(5) Conviction of a background check crime as defined in Minn. Stats. § 299C.67, subd.2, as may be 
amended from time to time; or any crime related to the business licensed and failure to show, by 
competent evidence, rehabilitation and present fitness to perform the duties of the business;  

(6) Operating or allowing the rental property to be used in such a manner as to constitute a breach of the 
peace, a menace to the health, safety, and welfare of the public, or a disturbance of the peace or 
comfort of the residents of the city, upon recommendation of the chief of police;  

(7) Actions unauthorized or beyond the scope of the license granted;  

(8) The licensee's rental license to operate a rental dwelling in another jurisdiction has been denied, 
revoked, or suspended;  

(9) Failure to schedule and/or allow rental or building inspections of the licensed premises, for the 
purpose of ensuring compliance with rental licensing requirements, City Code requirements, state 
building codes, or other applicable state or federal law;  

(10) Failure to continuously comply with all conditions required as precedent to the approval of the license;  

(11) Real estate or personal property taxes have become delinquent and the property owner and the 
licensee are the same person or entity, or have any common ownership where they are a different 
person or entity;  

(12) Violation of any regulation or provision of the City Code applicable to the activity for which the license 
has been granted, or any regulation or state or federal law that may be applicable;  
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(13) Excessive calls for service as determined by the chief of police based on the number and nature of the 
calls compared to the number of dwelling units on the property when the licensee has been notified of 
the calls by the chief of police and the licensee has failed to supply an appropriate written action plan 
for reducing the calls for service, or when the calls for service exceed an established threshold a second 
time within 12 months of completing an action plan for previously exceeding the threshold.  

(14) Failure to actively pursue the eviction of tenants who have violated the provisions of the crime free 
lease addendum or who have otherwise created a nuisance in violation of the provisions of the written 
lease; and  

(15) Other good cause as determined by the city council after conducting a public hearing.  

The city council may revoke a license or suspend a license for a set period of time or until violations of City 
Code, or state or federal law are corrected and, in addition, impose a civil penalty for each violation or impose a 
combination of these sanctions.  

(b) Temporary suspension. The city administrator may temporarily suspend a license pending a hearing on the 
suspension or revocation when, in its judgment, the public health, safety, and welfare is endangered by the 
continuance of the licensed activity.  

(c) Notice. Before the suspension or revocation of the rental license, the city must provide written notice 
informing the licensee of the right to a hearing. The notice must provide at least 30 calendar days' notice of 
the time and place of the hearing and must state the grounds for the proposed suspension or revocation of 
the license. The notice may be served upon the licensee personally, by leaving the notice at the licensed 
premises with the designated manager, or by certified mail to the address listed on the license application.  

(d) Hearing. A hearing will be conducted before the city council at a public meeting. The licensee shall have the 
right to be represented by counsel, the right to respond to the charged violations, and the right to present 
evidence through witnesses. The rules of evidence do not apply to the hearing and the city council may rely 
on all evidence it determines to be reasonably credible. The determination to suspend or revoke the license 
shall be made upon a preponderance of the evidence. It is not necessary that criminal charges be brought in 
order to support a suspension or revocation of a license violation nor does the dismissal or acquittal of such 
a criminal charge operate as a bar to suspension or revocation.  

(e) Final decision. Following the hearing, the city council may revoke or suspend the license for all or any part of 
the licensed premises, may stay the revocation or suspension upon such terms and conditions as it deems 
reasonable and necessary to accomplish the purposes of this chapter, or grant or continue the license. The 
decision by the city council following a hearing is final. Upon a decision to suspend a license, no new 
application from the current licensee for the same rental dwelling will be accepted for a period of time 
specified in the council's decision, not exceeding one year. A decision to revoke a license will result in no new 
application being accepted from the same licensee for a minimum of one year.  

(f) Appeal of decision to deny or not renew license. If the city administrator denies or does not renew a license, 
the licensee shall be notified in writing, specifying the reasons for denying or not renewing the license. If the 
licensee corrects the conditions leading to the denial or non-renewal within 14 days, the city administrator 
shall issue the license. A licensee whose license has been denied or not renewed by the city may appeal the 
decision by filing with the city administrator a written notice of appeal within ten days of receiving notice of 
the city's decision. The hearing will be conducted pursuant to City Code.  

(g) Notification to tenants. Upon denial, suspension, revocation or other enforcement action of a license, the 
city will notify all affected tenants of the action against the license. If the license is revoked or suspended the 
licensee may not let, rent or allow to be occupied any vacant dwelling units, or dwelling units that become 
vacant during the revocation or suspension period.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 
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Sec. 26-656. Minimum penalties. 

The following are minimum penalties for a licensee's failure to comply with applicable federal law, state law, 
City Code or the requirements of this chapter relating to the license. These penalties do not prohibit the city from 
any other sanctions listed in City Code or by state or federal law.  

(1) Property owners, tenants and/or occupants can be held accountable for violations as deemed 
necessary by the city administrator or designee.  

(2) Appeals shall be heard in accordance to the procedures set forth in City Code.  

(3) The city council at any time, may determine the level and order of penalties, or may impose penalties 
exceeding those below based on the history of compliance and the severity of the violation up to a 
maximum of $10,000.00 per violation.  

(4) Penalties for violations based on crime free housing participation are based on annual adopted fees as 
part of the fee schedule.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-657. Administration and maintenance standards. 

The city has adopted standards for all properties, to include rental properties. In regards to this Code, all 
rental properties must be maintained in accordance to all local, state and federal laws including but not limited to, 
the Minnesota State Fire Code, Building Code, and Accessibility Code. The city has adopted the International 
Property Maintenance Code (IPMC), referenced in article V, Property Maintenance Code; section 105-142, 
adopting the 2021 International Property Maintenance Code as published by the International Code Council, Inc.  

(1) It is the responsibility of the licensee to assure that every rental dwelling and rental dwelling unit is 
maintained in compliance with all city ordinances, state law, and federal laws. A violation of City Code, 
state law, or federal law, constitutes a public nuisance and may be abated under the provisions of the 
City Code or IPMC.  

(2) Snow and ice removal. Rental dwellings containing four or more dwelling units must remove snow and 
ice and remediate hazardous conditions from all walkways, sidewalks, steps and parking areas within 
72 hours of a snowfall.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-658. Reserved. 

Sec. 26-659. Falsely reporting violations. 

No person shall report a violation of this chapter knowing or having reason to know that the report is false 
with the intent to affect the licensing status or inspection schedule of the rental dwelling.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 
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Sec. 26-660. Violations. 

In addition to any other sanctions or administrative penalties imposed, any violation of this chapter shall 
constitute a misdemeanor offense, punishable as defined by state law. Each day of violation constitutes a separate 
offense.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-661. No warranty by city. 

By enacting and undertaking to enforce this chapter, neither the city nor its city council, agents or employees 
warrant or guaranty the safety, fitness or suitability of any rental dwelling or rental dwelling unit in the city. 
Licensees and occupants should take appropriate steps to protect their interests, health, safety and welfare.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Secs. 26-662—26-679. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE XIV. RENTAL RESIDENTIAL DWELLING UNITS 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Sec. 26-614. Purpose. 

It is the purpose of this chapter to protect the public health and safety of citizens of the city by adopting a 
rental dwelling licensing, inspection and maintenance program that corrects substandard conditions, maintains a 
standard for existing and newly constructed rental dwellings, and promotes neighborhood stability in the city. The 
operation of rental properties is a business enterprise that includes certain responsibilities for the licensee and 
tenant. Licensees' are responsible to take such reasonable steps as are necessary to ensure that the renters who 
occupy such rental units, as well as neighboring properties, may pursue the quiet enjoyment of the normal 
activities of life in surroundings that are safe, secure, and sanitary, free from noise, nuisances and annoyances, and 
free from unreasonable fears about safety of persons and property.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Ord. No. 23-16 renumbered the former § 26-614 as § 26-615.  

Sec. 26-615. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them 
in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Apartment means a community, complex or building having a common owner and containing at least one 
rental dwelling unit.  

City means the City of Ramsey.  

City approved inspector's report or inspection report means a rental dwelling inspection report prepared and 
signed by the city's rental housing inspector or inspector contracted by the city to conduct an inspection and 
provide a report to the city.  

City administrator means the city administrator of the City of Ramsey, or designee.  

Dwelling means a building or one or more portions of a building occupied or intended to be occupied for 
residential purposes of a continued nature.  

Let for occupancy or to let or to rent means to permit possession or occupancy of a dwelling or rental 
dwelling unit by a person who is not the legal owner of record thereof, pursuant to the terms of a written or 
unwritten lease.  

Manager means any person who has charge, care or control of a dwelling that is required to be licensed 
under this chapter.  

Operate means to charge a rental charge, fee or other form of monetary or non-monetary compensation for 
the use of a rental dwelling unit.  

Occupant means any person occupying, living, or sleeping or having possession of a space within any 
dwelling.  
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Owner or licensee means any person having a legal or equitable interest in a dwelling that is required to be 
licensed under this chapter as recorded in the official state, county or city records as holding title to the property 
or otherwise having control of the property.  

Person may be an individual, corporation, firm, association, company, partnership, organization or any other 
group acting as a unit.  

Rental dwelling means any dwelling used for residential occupancy by one or more persons who are not the 
owner or a member of the owner's immediate family.  

Rental dwelling license means a certificate issued by the city administrator or designee after the rental 
dwelling or rental dwelling unit has passed a rental dwelling inspection.  

Rental dwelling unit means any room or rooms, or space, in any rental dwelling designed or used for 
residential occupancy by one or more persons who are not the owner or the owner's qualifying relative. Qualifying 
relative is defined as: parent, stepparent, child, stepchild, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, 
nephew or niece. This relationship may be either by blood or by marriage.  

Short term rental (STR) means a dwelling unit, offered to the public in exchange for money, goods or 
services, on a nightly or weekly basis for not more than 30 consecutive days.  

Tenant means any person occupying a dwelling unit or having possession of a space within a dwelling unit 
who pays, in any manner, for the right to occupy such space or who has a leasehold right to occupy the dwelling 
unit.  

(Ord. No. 21-17, § 2, 8-24-2021; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Secs. 26-616—26-644. Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. LICENSE 

Sec. 26-645. License required. 

No person shall operate a rental dwelling building or unit without first having obtained a license to do so 
from the city.  

(1) A rental license is required for all rentals, including short term rentals (STRs).  

(2) Tents, campers, trailers, yurts, and similar may not be rented out or used as residences. Only those 
places of residence with active certificates of occupancy (CO) for habitation may be rented. Property 
owners may not let or rent land for camping unless locating in a properly zoned and designated 
campground in accordance with City Code.  

(3) Exceptions.  

a. These rental licensing requirements do not apply to residential property that has been sold on a 
contract for deed so long as the purchaser (vendee) occupies the property and the sale 
document used to memorialize the sale is a Minnesota uniform conveyancing blank and is 
recorded with the Anoka County Recorder's office and a copy is provided to the city upon 
request.  

b. These rental licensing requirements do not apply to residential property that is occupied by the 
owner or the owner's qualifying relative and two or fewer tenants where the owner and the 
tenants share all living space within the dwelling.  
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c. Rental licensing fees and conversion fees do not apply to a dwelling owned by a member of the 
United States armed services who is on active duty and the property is rented to another person 
during the time of active duty. The owner must provide the city with a copy of the owner's 
military orders and must occupy the property when not on active duty as the owner's primary 
residence.  

(4) As a condition of the license, the licensee must, as a continuing obligation, conduct criminal 
background checks and credit history checks on all prospective tenants and maintain a current roster of 
tenants and other persons who have a lawful right to occupy the rental dwelling or rental dwelling 
units. The licensee must designate the name of the person or persons who will have possession of the 
roster and must promptly notify the city administrator of any change in the identity, address or 
telephone numbers of the designee. The roster must be available for inspection by city officials upon 
request. If a person under investigation by the city claims a lawful right to occupy a rental dwelling unit 
or be present on the rental property, the city administrator or designee may request to inspect the 
lease for the unit in which the person claims to reside. Upon such request, the licensee shall provide 
the lease for inspection.  

(5) Written tenant application and lease agreement required. The licensee must screen all potential 
tenants using a written tenant application. The licensee must use a written lease agreement for all 
tenants. The licensee must have all tenants execute a Minnesota Crime Free Housing Lease Addendum. 
The written tenant application must include sufficient information so that the licensee can conduct 
appropriate criminal background and credit checks on prospective tenants. The written tenant 
application and written lease agreement and the Minnesota Crime Free Housing Lease Addendum for 
each tenant must be part of the licensee's files. Upon request the licensee must show proof, 
satisfactory to the city, that the licensee is maintaining the documents required by this section. Failure 
to use, maintain, or provide these documents to the city upon request is a violation of this chapter.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 1; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 21-17, § 2, 8-24-2021; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-646. Application. 

(a) Application for an initial or renewal license shall be made by the owner of rental units or by the owner's 
legally constituted agent to the city on forms provided by the city. Applications shall include, at a minimum:  

(1) Name, address, telephone number, email address, and date of birth of the dwelling owner, principal 
partners if a partnership, or corporate officers if a corporation.  

(2) Name, address, telephone number, email address, and date of birth of the designated local agent, if 
any.  

(3) Local address of the dwelling.  

(4) Number of buildings.  

(5) Number of dwelling units within each building.  

(6) Description of procedure through which tenant inquiries and complaints are to be processed.  

(7) Whether the rental license is for a multifamily building, single-family dwelling, or short term rental.  

(8) Photocopy of a current state issued driver's license or current identification card to verify owner or 
agent resides within 75 miles of city.  

(b) Every person holding a license shall give notice in writing to the city, within ten business days after any 
change to any of the required information.  
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(c) Application for license renewal shall be filed at least 30 days prior to the license expiration date. An initial or 
renewal license shall not be issued until the city has determined that the premises are in conformance with 
all state and local laws and ordinances, except as otherwise required by this article.  

(d) A criminal background investigation will be conducted on the owner listed on the application. If the dwelling 
is owned by more than one individual the city may request additional information from the license applicant 
regarding all owners. If the dwelling is owned by a business entity the city may request additional 
information regarding all officers, managers, or directors, and may conduct additional background 
investigations as it deems necessary. The applicant shall pay a background investigation fee for each 
background investigation conducted. The applicant shall obtain any necessary signature on a release 
provided by the city authorizing the city to conduct the investigation.  

(e) Criminal background investigations are not required for renewal applications and no background 
investigation fee shall be required; however, the police department or other city staff may conduct a 
background investigation at its sole discretion.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 4; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 21-17, § 2, 8-24-2021; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-647. Fees. 

(a) License fees shall be established by ordinance. All required fees shall accompany an initial or renewal 
application. A delinquency penalty of five percent of the license fee shall be charged for each day of 
operation without a valid license up to 90 days. Thereafter, the city may take appropriate action to prevent 
the continued use of the affected dwelling unit in accordance with state and local laws and ordinances.  

(b) A licensee shall not be entitled to a refund of any license fee upon revocation or suspension.  

(c) A reinspection fee, established from time to time, by the city council shall be charged for each reinspection 
required to follow-up for any inspection. Reinspection fees shall be payable at time of reinspection and no 
renewal license shall be issued unless all inspection fees are paid.  

(d) A conversion fee for conversion to rental. A residential dwelling or dwelling unit that is converted to a rental 
property shall pay a conversion fee approved in the fee schedule established by the city council. The 
conversion fee includes the rental license application fee the first year. Fees charged for required 
educational training are not included in the conversion fee.  

(1) Exemptions. All properties that have been converted to a rental dwelling prior to the adoption of this 
code, are exempted from paying a conversation to maintain the property as a rental. Once a dwelling 
unit is converted back to a non-rental, the exemption is voided.  

(e) Reinstatement fee. A residential dwelling or dwelling unit in which the license has been suspended or 
revoked must pay a reinstatement fee according to the city fee schedule to reinstate the license.  

Table 1. 
Fee Discounts Associated with Level of Participation in the Crime Free Housing Program  

 Annual License Fee Discount  
for Crime Free  

Phase 3 
Participant  

Phase 2 
Participant  

Phase 1 
Participant  

Multi-Family  25%  10%  0  
Single Family  25%  10%  0  
Short Term Rental (STR)  25%  10%  0  
State/County/Federally Licensed Facilities  25%  10%  0  
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(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 3; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-648. Expiration of license. 

Licenses shall be issued every year and shall expire on the anniversary date of the license. License fees will be 
established by the city council, and determined by the city's fee schedule.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 2; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-649. Local agent. 

(a) No license shall be issued or renewed if the owner does not reside within 75 miles of the rental dwelling 
units unless such owner designates in writing the name and contact information (verified by drivers license 
or identification card) of a local agent who resides within 75 miles of the rental units, who is responsible for 
the maintenance upkeep of the building, and who is legally constituted and empowered to receive service of 
notice of violation of the provisions of this Code, to receive orders, to institute remedial action to effect such 
orders, and to accept all service of process pursuant to law. The city shall be notified in writing of any change 
of local agent. No P.O. Boxes will be accepted without a current owner address.  

(b) Licensees are responsible for acts or omissions of their managers or local agents as it pertains to the rental 
dwelling.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 6; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-650. Inspection. 

(a) Inspections. The city administrator or designee is authorized to make inspections reasonably necessary to 
enforce this chapter. All authorized inspectors have the authority to enter any rental dwelling or rental 
dwelling unit at all reasonable times. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 504B.211, the licensee is 
responsible for scheduling the inspection and notifying any existing tenant of the inspection. The licensee 
must provide access to the requesting city official at the date and time of the scheduled inspection. Failure to 
provide access for any reason may result in a re-inspection fee, in addition to any other sanctions imposed 
for noncompliance  

(b) Application inspections. By submitting an application for an initial or renewal license, the applicant agrees to 
submit the rental property to an inspection, subject to reasonable notice from the city.  

(c) Compliance inspections. In the event the city receives or obtains information indicating a possible violation of 
City Code on the premises of a rental dwelling unit, the city may seek access to the property for the purpose 
of a compliance inspection. If the property owner, agent or tenant refuses entry to the property or dwelling, 
the city may purse any remedy at law, including an administrative search warrant.  

(d) Access by occupant. Each occupant of a rental dwelling or rental dwelling unit shall give the licensee, 
manager, or authorized city official access to any part of such rental dwelling or rental dwelling unit at 
reasonable times for the purpose of inspection, maintenance, repairs or alterations as are necessary to 
comply with the provisions of this chapter.  

Table 2. 



 
 

 
    Created: 2024-07-25 15:21:31 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 13, Update 2) 

 
Page 6 of 11 

The table below outlines the required inspections based on the participation level of the license holder in the 
Crime Free Housing Program. Inspections may be required, outside of the referenced table as required by city 
administrator.  

 Inspection Schedules  Phase 3 
Participant  

Phase 2 
Participant  

Phase 1 
Participant  

Multi-Family  3 Years  2 Years  Annually  
Single Family  3 Years  2 Years  Annually  
Short Term Rental  3 Years  2 Years  Annually  
State/County/Federally Licensed Facilities  3 Years  2 Years  Annually  

 

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 7; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-651. Issuance. 

All rental licenses may be approved administratively unless the city administrator determines there may be 
grounds for denial. When it is determined there is grounds for denial, the city administrator must present findings 
to the city council for review at which point the city council may approve or deny the rental license.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 5; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-652. Posting license and notifications for public hearings. 

(a) Every licensee of a residential rental facility containing three or more dwelling units, or a short-term rental 
(STR), shall cause to be conspicuously posted in the main entryway or other conspicuous location therein the 
current license for the dwelling. Every licensee of a single occupancy facility shall provide to the occupant of 
the dwelling unit, a certified copy of the current license for the dwelling.  

(b) The licensee must, as a continuing obligation of the license, provide written notice to tenants or in the 
alternative, post the written notice in the lobby or common area of the rental dwelling for any public hearing 
notice received by the licensee that pertains to the rental dwelling, the rental dwelling unit, the property on 
which the rental dwelling is located or any adjacent rights of way.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 8; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 21-17, § 2, 8-24-2021; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-653. License not transferable. 

No license shall be transferable to another person or to another rental dwelling or rental dwelling unit. Every 
person holding a license shall give notice in writing to the city within ten business days after having legally 
transferred or otherwise disposed of the legal control of any licensed rental dwelling. Such notice shall include the 
name and address of the person succeeding to the ownership or control of such rental dwelling or dwellings. The 
successor shall apply to the city for a new rental license.  

(Code 1978, § 7.15, subd. 9; Ord. No. 03-26, 8-25-2003; Ord. No. 10-13, § 2, 9-28-2010; Ord. No. 16-09, § 2, 10-25-
2016; Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 
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DIVISION 3. CRIME FREE HOUSING 

Sec. 26-654. Crime Free Rental Housing Program. 

The licensee or manager is required to complete the Phase One educational course of the Crime-Free Rental 
Housing Program, or similar course as approved by the city. Certification as a rental property manager may also be 
considered by the city to satisfy this requirement. To promote the benefits of the program, the city encourages 
licensees to fully participate in the Crime-Free Rental Housing Program. The licensee must provide proof that the 
licensee or manager has either successfully completed the phase one educational course or the licensee or 
manager has registered to attend a phase one educational course before a rental license will be issued.  

(1) Phase one participant (required for licensure). 

 a. The licensee or the manager with control over the rental dwellings and rental dwelling units must 
attend, at a minimum, the Phase I crime-free rental housing educational course or similar course 
as approved by the city administrator as a condition of receiving or renewing a license. The cost 
of attending the educational requirements under this section shall be paid in addition to any 
license and inspection fees. Course attendance will be required on a schedule to be determined 
by the city administrator.  

b. The licensee and/or manager must attend an eight-hour crime-free housing course presented by 
police, fire, public housing and others.  

c. Use a written lease including the Minnesota Crime Free Housing Lease Addendum.  

d. Check the criminal background and credit score of all prospective tenants.  

e. Actively pursue the eviction of tenants who violate the terms of the lease and/or the crime free 
lease addendum.  

(2) Phase two participant (includes phase one plus the following). 

 a. Complete a security assessment and complete the security improvements recommended. This 
phase will certify that the rental dwelling has met the security requirements for the tenant's 
safety.  

b. For rental dwellings with four or more units, attend a minimum of 25 percent of 
owners/managers association meetings.  

c. For rental dwellings with less than four units, attend licensee/manager refresher training at least 
once every three years and conduct an exterior inspection of the property at least once every 
year  

(3) Phase three participant (includes phase one and two plus the following). 

 a. For rental dwellings with four or more units, conduct resident training annually for the residents 
where crime watch and crime prevention techniques are discussed.  

b. For rental dwellings with four or more units, hold regular resident meetings.  

c. For rental dwellings with four or more units attend a minimum of 50 percent of 
licensee/managers association meetings.  
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d. Have no unresolved City Code violations within the past year.  

e. For rental dwellings with less than four units, attend annual refresher training approved by the 
city administrator at least one time per year and verify attendance.  

f. For rental dwellings with less than four units, meet with tenants at least one time per year, 
inspect the exterior of the dwelling at least quarterly, and inspect the interior of the dwelling unit 
at least one time per year and provide written verification on a form provided by the city.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

DIVISION 4. PENALTIES 

Sec. 26-655. License denial, suspension, or revocation. 

(a) Grounds for denial, suspension or revocation. The city administrator may temporarily suspend, deny or not 
renew a license and the city council may revoke or suspend a license for any of the following reasons that 
shall also constitute a violation of this chapter:  

(1) The property does not conform to City of Ramsey Zoning Code;  

(2) The property does not comply with a health, building, maintenance, or other provisions of the City 
Code or state law;  

(3) The licensee has failed to pay the license fee, inspection fees, the investigation fee, or a fine that has 
been imposed;  

(4) The licensee has made fraudulent statements, misrepresentations, or false statements in the 
application or investigation or in any information required by this chapter;  

(5) Conviction of a background check crime as defined in Minn. Stats. § 299C.67, subd.2, as may be 
amended from time to time; or any crime related to the business licensed and failure to show, by 
competent evidence, rehabilitation and present fitness to perform the duties of the business;  

(6) Operating or allowing the rental property to be used in such a manner as to constitute a breach of the 
peace, a menace to the health, safety, and welfare of the public, or a disturbance of the peace or 
comfort of the residents of the city, upon recommendation of the chief of police;  

(7) Actions unauthorized or beyond the scope of the license granted;  

(8) The licensee's rental license to operate a rental dwelling in another jurisdiction has been denied, 
revoked, or suspended;  

(9) Failure to schedule and/or allow rental or building inspections of the licensed premises, for the 
purpose of ensuring compliance with rental licensing requirements, City Code requirements, state 
building codes, or other applicable state or federal law;  

(10) Failure to continuously comply with all conditions required as precedent to the approval of the license;  

(11) Real estate or personal property taxes have become delinquent and the property owner and the 
licensee are the same person or entity, or have any common ownership where they are a different 
person or entity;  

(12) Violation of any regulation or provision of the City Code applicable to the activity for which the license 
has been granted, or any regulation or state or federal law that may be applicable;  



 
 

 
    Created: 2024-07-25 15:21:31 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 13, Update 2) 

 
Page 9 of 11 

(13) Excessive calls for service as determined by the chief of police based on the number and nature of the 
calls compared to the number of dwelling units on the property when the licensee has been notified of 
the calls by the chief of police and the licensee has failed to supply an appropriate written action plan 
for reducing the calls for service, or when the calls for service exceed an established threshold a second 
time within 12 months of completing an action plan for previously exceeding the threshold.  

(14) Failure to actively pursue the eviction of tenants who have violated the provisions of the crime free 
lease addendum or who have otherwise created a nuisance in violation of the provisions of the written 
lease; and  

(15) Other good cause as determined by the city council after conducting a public hearing.  

The city council may revoke a license or suspend a license for a set period of time or until violations of City 
Code, or state or federal law are corrected and, in addition, impose a civil penalty for each violation or impose a 
combination of these sanctions.  

(b) Temporary suspension. The city administrator may temporarily suspend a license pending a hearing on the 
suspension or revocation when, in its judgment, the public health, safety, and welfare is endangered by the 
continuance of the licensed activity.  

(c) Notice. Before the suspension or revocation of the rental license, the city must provide written notice 
informing the licensee of the right to a hearing. The notice must provide at least 30 calendar days' notice of 
the time and place of the hearing and must state the grounds for the proposed suspension or revocation of 
the license. The notice may be served upon the licensee personally, by leaving the notice at the licensed 
premises with the designated manager, or by certified mail to the address listed on the license application.  

(d) Hearing. A hearing will be conducted before the city council at a public meeting. The licensee shall have the 
right to be represented by counsel, the right to respond to the charged violations, and the right to present 
evidence through witnesses. The rules of evidence do not apply to the hearing and the city council may rely 
on all evidence it determines to be reasonably credible. The determination to suspend or revoke the license 
shall be made upon a preponderance of the evidence. It is not necessary that criminal charges be brought in 
order to support a suspension or revocation of a license violation nor does the dismissal or acquittal of such 
a criminal charge operate as a bar to suspension or revocation.  

(e) Final decision. Following the hearing, the city council may revoke or suspend the license for all or any part of 
the licensed premises, may stay the revocation or suspension upon such terms and conditions as it deems 
reasonable and necessary to accomplish the purposes of this chapter, or grant or continue the license. The 
decision by the city council following a hearing is final. Upon a decision to suspend a license, no new 
application from the current licensee for the same rental dwelling will be accepted for a period of time 
specified in the council's decision, not exceeding one year. A decision to revoke a license will result in no new 
application being accepted from the same licensee for a minimum of one year.  

(f) Appeal of decision to deny or not renew license. If the city administrator denies or does not renew a license, 
the licensee shall be notified in writing, specifying the reasons for denying or not renewing the license. If the 
licensee corrects the conditions leading to the denial or non-renewal within 14 days, the city administrator 
shall issue the license. A licensee whose license has been denied or not renewed by the city may appeal the 
decision by filing with the city administrator a written notice of appeal within ten days of receiving notice of 
the city's decision. The hearing will be conducted pursuant to City Code.  

(g) Notification to tenants. Upon denial, suspension, revocation or other enforcement action of a license, the 
city will notify all affected tenants of the action against the license. If the license is revoked or suspended the 
licensee may not let, rent or allow to be occupied any vacant dwelling units, or dwelling units that become 
vacant during the revocation or suspension period.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 
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Sec. 26-656. Minimum penalties. 

The following are minimum penalties for a licensee's failure to comply with applicable federal law, state law, 
City Code or the requirements of this chapter relating to the license. These penalties do not prohibit the city from 
any other sanctions listed in City Code or by state or federal law.  

(1) Property owners, tenants and/or occupants can be held accountable for violations as deemed 
necessary by the city administrator or designee.  

(2) Appeals shall be heard in accordance to the procedures set forth in City Code.  

(3) The city council at any time, may determine the level and order of penalties, or may impose penalties 
exceeding those below based on the history of compliance and the severity of the violation up to a 
maximum of $10,000.00 per violation.  

(4) Penalties for violations based on crime free housing participation are based on annual adopted fees as 
part of the fee schedule.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-657. Administration and maintenance standards. 

The city has adopted standards for all properties, to include rental properties. In regards to this Code, all 
rental properties must be maintained in accordance to all local, state and federal laws including but not limited to, 
the Minnesota State Fire Code, Building Code, and Accessibility Code. The city has adopted the International 
Property Maintenance Code (IPMC), referenced in article V, Property Maintenance Code; section 105-142, 
adopting the 2021 International Property Maintenance Code as published by the International Code Council, Inc.  

(1) It is the responsibility of the licensee to assure that every rental dwelling and rental dwelling unit is 
maintained in compliance with all city ordinances, state law, and federal laws. A violation of City Code, 
state law, or federal law, constitutes a public nuisance and may be abated under the provisions of the 
City Code or IPMC.  

(2) Snow and ice removal. Rental dwellings containing four or more dwelling units must remove snow and 
ice and remediate hazardous conditions from all walkways, sidewalks, steps and parking areas within 
72 hours of a snowfall.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-658. Reserved. 

Sec. 26-659. Falsely reporting violations. 

No person shall report a violation of this chapter knowing or having reason to know that the report is false 
with the intent to affect the licensing status or inspection schedule of the rental dwelling.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 
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Sec. 26-660. Violations. 

In addition to any other sanctions or administrative penalties imposed, any violation of this chapter shall 
constitute a misdemeanor offense, punishable as defined by state law. Each day of violation constitutes a separate 
offense.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Sec. 26-661. No warranty by city. 

By enacting and undertaking to enforce this chapter, neither the city nor its city council, agents or employees 
warrant or guaranty the safety, fitness or suitability of any rental dwelling or rental dwelling unit in the city. 
Licensees and occupants should take appropriate steps to protect their interests, health, safety and welfare.  

(Ord. No. 23-16, 9-12-2023) 

Secs. 26-662—26-679. Reserved. 
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Discuss Changes to the Earned Sick and Safe Time Policy

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this discussion is to update the City Council on Earned Sick and Safe Time (ESST) changes and to recommend
a change to the current policy. 

During a work session held October 24, 2023, staff discussed the new law called Earned Sick and Safe Time set to become
effective January 1, 2024.  At that time, staff recommended keeping the ESST time separate from the traditional sick leave
bank.  The reason for this was ESST eligible uses were more lenient than our existing sick time uses.  Additionally, ESST
earnings were capped at 48 hours per year versus our existing 96 hours.

During the 2024 Legislative Session, the ESST law changed to require all hours accrued by employees beginning in 2024 for
the use of sick time must comply with the eligible uses under ESST.  Administering ESST separately from the traditional sick
leave accruals obtained prior to 2024 will require an on going bank of sick hours for employees who started prior to 2024. 
Though possible, staff now feels carrying this bank is no longer as sensible with the 2024 ESST Law changes.   Additionally,
staff have learned that most public employers have made the switch to convert all accrued sick time to one accrual.  

Staff conducted a review of sick leave accruals and is recommending the City change course and pool the two sick leave
banks into one accrual, allowing the full accrual to follow ESST eligibility.   If approved, the updated policy will be added to
the Personnel Policy, for adoption in November. 
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Earned sick and safe time 

WHAT IS EARNED SICK AND SAFE TIME? 
Earned sick and safe time is paid leave employers must provide to employees in Minnesota 
that can be used for certain reasons, including when an employee is sick, to care for a sick 
family member or to seek assistance if an employee or their family member has experienced 
domestic abuse. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 
An employee is eligible for sick and safe time if they: 
• are anticipated to work at least 80 hours in a year for an employer in Minnesota; and 
• are not an independent contractor. 

Part-time, seasonal and temporary employees are eligible for sick and safe time. Sick and safe time requirements 
will not apply to building and construction industry employees who are represented by a building and construction 
trades labor organization if a valid waiver of these requirements is provided in a collective bargaining agreement. 

HOW MUCH LEAVE CAN EMPLOYEES EARN? 
An employee earns one hour of sick and safe time for 
every 30 hours worked and can earn a maximum of 48 
hours each year unless the employer agrees to a higher 
amount. 

AT WHAT RATE MUST THE LEAVE BE PAID? 
Sick and safe time must be paid at the same base rate an 
employee earns when they are working. 

WHAT CAN THE LEAVE BE USED FOR? 
Employees can use their sick and safe time for reasons 
such as: 
• the employee’s mental or physical illness, 

treatment or preventive care;   
• a family member’s mental or physical illness, 

treatment or preventive care; 
• absence due to domestic abuse, sexual assault or 

stalking of the employee or a family member; 
• closure of the employee’s workplace due to 

weather or public emergency or closure of a family 
member’s school or care facility due to weather or 
public emergency; and 

• when determined by a health authority or health 
care professional that the employee or family 
member is at risk of infecting others with a 
communicable disease. 

• making funeral arrangements, attending a funeral 
service or memorial or addressing financial or 
legal matters that arise after the death of a family 

WHICH FAMILY MEMBERS ARE INCLUDED? 
Employees may use sick and safe time for their 
following family members: 
1. their child, including foster child, adult child, 

legal ward, child for whom the employee is legal 
guardian or child to whom the employee stands or 
stood in loco parentis (in place of a parent); 

2. their spouse or registered domestic partner; 
3. their sibling, stepsibling or foster sibling; 
4. their biological, adoptive or foster parent, 

stepparent or a person who stood in loco parentis 
(in place of a parent) when the employee was a 
minor child; 

5. their grandchild, foster grandchild or step-
grandchild; 

6. their grandparent or step-grandparent; 
7. a child of a sibling of the employee; 
8. a sibling of the parents of the employee; 
9. a child-in-law or sibling-in-law; 
10. any of the family members listed in 1 through 

9 above of an employee’s spouse or registered 
domestic partner; 

11. any other individual related by blood or whose 
close association with the employee is the 
equivalent of a family relationship; and 

12. up to one individual annually designated by the 
employee. 

member. — more — 
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m il DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOR AND INDUSTRY 

Earned sick and safe time 

WHO DOESN'T QUALIFY FOR EARNED SICK AND SAFE TIME? 
Sick and safe time does not apply to the following employees: 
• Federal employees. 
• Independent contractors. 
• Volunteer and paid-on-call firefighters. 
• Volunteer ambulance attendants and ambulance service personnel. 
• Elected officials or a persons appointed to fill a vacancy to elected office. 
• An individual employed by a farmer, family farm, or family farm corporation to do physical labor or manage the 

farm, if they are hired to work for 28 days or less each year. 
• Building and construction industry employees who are represented by a building and construction trades labor 

organization if a valid waiver of these requirements is provided in a collective bargaining agreement. 
• Certain family caregivers who have waived their rights to sick and safe time. 

WHAT ADDITIONAL SICK AND SAFE TIME RESPONSIBILITIES DO EMPLOYERS HAVE? 
In addition to providing their employees with one hour of paid leave for every 30 hours worked, up to at least 48 
hours each year, employers are required to: 
• at the end of each pay period, provide to every employee the total number of earned sick and safe time hours 

available for use, as well as the total number of earned sick and safe time hours used during the pay period; 
• provide employees with a notice by Jan. 1, 2024 — or at the start of employment, whichever is later — in English 

and in an employee’s primary language if that is not English, informing them about earned sick and safe time; and 
• include a sick and safe time notice in the employee handbook, if the employer has an employee handbook. 

The Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry has prepared a uniform employee notice that employers can use 
and has made it available in English and many additional languages spoken in Minnesota. 

Sick time Safe time 
For physical or To address domestic 
mental health abuse, sexual assault 

conditions, illness or stalking 
or injury 

Labor Standards • 443 Lafayette Road N. • St. Paul, MN  55155 
651-284-5075 • 800-342-5354 • dli.mn.gov • esst.dli@state.mn.us 

Notice:  This is a brief summary of Minnesota law. It is intended as a guide and is not to be considered a substitute for Minnesota Statutes regarding earned sick and safe leave. 

Version 062024 
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CC Work Session 2. 5.        
Meeting Date: 10/08/2024  

Information
Title:
Attorney-Client Privileged Discussion of Litigation: Murray v. City of Ramsey (Conciliation Court Appeal) -
Closed to the Public

Purpose/Background:
This portion of the meeting will be closed to the public for an attorney-client privileged discussion regarding
litigation of Murray v. City of Ramsey (Conciliation Court Appeal).  The statutory authority for closing this
portion of the meeting is Minnesota Statutes, section 13D.05, subd. 3(b). 

Timeframe:

Funding Source:

Responsible Party(ies):
City Attorney Knaak

Outcome:

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 03/23/2023 02:38 PM
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 10/03/2024 03:20 PM
Form Started By: Brian Hagen Started On: 03/23/2023 08:25 AM
Final Approval Date: 10/03/2024 



3. 1. 
CC Work Session
Meeting Date: 10/08/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Enhance City’s communication through transparency and accountability.

Information
Title:
Review Future Topics/Calendar 

Purpose/Background:
Attached is the current list of future topics for work session discussions. Items are drawn from Council requests at
meetings, or are related to topics that have been identified in the City's strategic plan. Tentative dates have been
assigned. 

Recommendation:
For Council review - no formal action necessary.  

Outcome/Action:
For Council review.

Attachments
Future Topics List 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 10/03/2024 03:07 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 10/01/2024 12:50 PM
Final Approval Date: 10/03/2024 



Row 
# 

 Tentative City Council Future Work Session 
Topics 

 

 Proposed 
Date 

Topic Minutes 
(Estimate) 

 2024   

 Oct 22 Fund Balance Policy   
 Oct 22 Discuss Lawful Gambling proceeds and Non-

Profits  
 

 Oct 22 CIP 2025-2034  
 Oct 22 Rates and Fees  15 
 Oct 22 Final Budget   
 Oct 22 Lodging Tax Discussion  
 Oct 22  Charter Commission Recruitment Update  5 
 Oct 22 Set Canvassing Board Date  5 
 Nov 12 Continue Discussions Regarding Proposed 

Updates to the Personnel Policy 
 

 Nov 12 Draft Trail Maintenance Policy – Riverblood  
 Nov 12 Draft Stormwater Pond Maintenance Policy –

Westby 
 

 Nov 26 Continue Policy Project Discussion – continue 
Park Policy discussion – Riverblood 

30 

 Nov 26 Discuss Elections JPA and Polling Places   
 TBD Subdivision Code  
 TBD Hwy 10 Pedestrian Overpass  
 TBD City Facility Safety Improvements  
 TBD Review procedure/policy/best practice for 

introduction of resolutions/proclamations – Staff 
20 

 TBD Discuss Council and B/C Remote Meetings Policy 
- Staff 

15 

 TBD  Decorum of Council Towards Meeting Attendees   
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