
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, February 12, 2024

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

           
1. Call to Order   
 

2. Citizen Input   
 

3. Approve Agenda   
 

4. Approve Minutes   
 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes Dated November 20, 2023
 
5. Policy Board Business   
 

1. Consider Natural Resources Elements of the Harmony Farms Preliminary Plat (Project No. 23-111);
Case of U.S. Home LLC dba Lennar 

 
2. Rain Barrel and Compost Bin Sale and Distribution Event

 
6. Board/Staff Input   
 

7. Adjournment   
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


4. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 02/12/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Not Applicable 

Information
Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes Dated November 20, 2023

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to approve the November 20, 2023 Environmental Policy Board meeting minutes.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the meeting minutes dated November 20, 2023.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to approve the meeting minutes dated November 20, 2023.

Attachments
Meeting Minutes Dated November 20, 2023 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Dana Verbeek 02/08/2024 12:16 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/05/2024 09:12 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/08/2024 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, November 20, 2023, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council 

Chambers at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Chairperson Laura Moore 

   Board Member Reid Bernard 

   Board Member Melissa Fetterley 

   Board Member Thomas Hagerty 

   Board Member Mike Heifner 

   Board Member Hassan Salami 

   Board Member Jessica Vikander 

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Also Present:  Senior Planner Chris Anderson 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Moore called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Bernard and seconded by Board Member Vikander to approve the 

agenda as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Moore, Board Members Bernard, Vikander, Fetterley, 

Hagerty, Heifner, and Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated August 21, 2023 

 

Motion by Board Member Fetterley and seconded by Board Member Vikander to approve the 

regular meeting minutes dated August 21, 2023. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Moore, Board Members Fetterley, Vikander, Bernard, 

Hagerty, Heifner, and Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 
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5.01: Consider Natural Resource Aspects of Proposed Site Plan and Plat for Storyteller  

 Café (Project No. 23-118); Case of Stories Foundation 

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the City has received an 

application from Stories Foundation for Site Plan and Final Plat consideration for a proposed three-

story building located in the southeast corner of Yolite Street and Sunwood Drive.  The project 

was originally reviewed and approved in 2021 (with contingencies, including plan revisions).  

However, those approvals have since expired. 

 

Board Member Salami asked how tall the rail guard would be on the rooftop level, as customers 

would be drinking on that level. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that there are specific building regulations that would need to be 

followed and that would be addressed during the building permit review.   

 

Board Member Heifner commented that he is a fan of maples but noted an invasive bug concern 

for maples. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that at this time he did not believe the planting of maples should 

be restricted.  He agreed that diversity is important for any plan.   

 

Motion by Board Member Fetterley and seconded by Board Member Salami to recommend 

approval of the Landscape Plan, contingent upon compliance with staff’s review comments. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Moore, Board Members Fetterley, Salami, Bernard, 

Hagerty, Heifner, and Vikander.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5.02: Update on Water Efficiency Grant Program 

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that in 2022, the City of Ramsey 

was awarded $19,800 in grant funding, through the Metropolitan Council, to implement a rebate 

program for certain water-efficient devices.  The program went into effect July 1, 2022, and runs 

through June 30, 2024 (or until grant funds are exhausted if that is sooner).  Eligible replacement 

devices include WaterSense certified irrigation controllers and toilets, as well as Energy Star 

certified dishwashers and washing machines.  All City of Ramsey water customers that are current 

on their utility account are eligible to apply for a rebate of up to $200, per eligible device, with a 

maximum cap of $500 per address (rebate cannot exceed the cost of the device).  As of November 

14, 2023, approximately $13,000 in rebates have been issued.  This opportunity has been promoted 

through the City’s website, social media, Ramsey Resident, Ramsey Recycler, and on the City’s 

dynamic display sign along Highway 10 and seems to be appreciated by residents.  Staff will 

continue to promote this opportunity throughout the remainder of the grant cycle to ideally fully 

exhaust the grant funds. 

 

Chairperson Moore asked the percentage of residents in Ramsey on City water versus private 

wells. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson commented that for a long time they were about 50/50 but believed that 

has tipped to about 60/40 with more people on City water.   
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Chairperson Moore commented that she would like to see something to encourage residents on 

private wells to conserve water as well.  She stated that perhaps it could be as easy as sharing 

educational information. 

 

Board Member Hagerty asked and received confirmation that Energy Star and WaterSense are not 

brand names but types of equipment.  He asked if there is information on the website that would 

list eligible appliances. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that on the City website there is a link for the program with 

additional links that provide those specific lists of eligible appliances, toilets, and WaterSense 

irrigation controllers.   

 

Board Member Fetterley asked if the appliance would need to be an upgrade or simply an Energy 

Star appliance. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson confirmed that it would be any Energy Star appliance or device and it 

would not matter if you were replacing an existing Energy Star device or appliance.   

 

5.03: Consider the Environmental Policy Board Meeting Calendar for 2024  

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that annually the EPB reviews its 

meeting schedule and identifies alternate meeting dates when there is a conflict.  He presented the 

2024 meeting schedule, identifying conflicts in January and February as well as presenting 

alternate dates for the group to consider. 

 

Motion by Board Member Hagerty and seconded by Board Member Bernard to approve the 2024 

meeting calendar with the January meeting to be held on January 22nd and the February meeting 

to be held on February 12th. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Moore, Board Member Hagerty, Bernard, Fetterley, 

Heifner, Salami, and Vikander.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 

 

Senior Planner Anderson stated that Anoka County reached out with a desire for Ramsey to host 

another Fix-It Clinic, on October 5, 2024.  He noted the success of the previously hosted event in 

Ramsey and stated that the event would be held at the public works building.  He also welcomed 

assistance from the Board on drafting articles for the newsletter.  He confirmed that the City will 

be collecting holiday lights for recycling, beginning December 1st.  He stated that there will also 

be dumpsters for cardboard recycling at the public works facility from mid-December through 

mid-January.   

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Salami and seconded by Board Member Bernard to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Senior Planner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Community Development Secretary 

 

 

Drafted by Amanda Staple 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 



5. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 02/12/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Promote economic growth and development. 

Information
Title:
Consider Natural Resources Elements of the Harmony Farms Preliminary Plat (Project No. 23-111); Case of U.S.
Home LLC dba Lennar 

Purpose/Background:
The City has received an application from Lennar (the "Applicant") for Preliminary Plat review of a proposed
single family residential development north of 167th Ave and east of Nowthen Boulevard on Outlots B & C,
Harmony Farms (the "Subject Property").  

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Project Overview
The Applicant is proposing a single family residential development of fifty-seven (57) lots to be served by
municipal sanitary sewer and water.  The Subject Property is zoned R-1A, which requires a minimum lot width
of eighty (80) feet and a minimum lot area of 10,000 square feet.  There will be two points of access to the
development, including a full access at Coquina Street and 167th Avenue and a right-in right-out access on
Nowthen Boulevard, satisfying both the City and Anoka County.  The Subject Property also abuts the Brookside
Elementary School property and the Applicant has included a trail to connect this neighborhood with the school
parcel.

Natural Resources Inventory and Minnesota Land Cover Classification System
The City's Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) does not indicate any native plant communities within the Subject
Property.  Per the Minnesota Land Cover Classification System (MLCCS), the Subject Property consists of
'Planted or Cultivated Vegetation' and a very small portion of 'Dry Grassland'.  There are no floodplains present
and only a very small portion of the Subject Property is considered wetland.  There are no proposed impacts to the
wetland area.

Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan
The only existing trees on the Subject Property are along the northern boundary and adjacent to the wetland in the
southern portion of the site.  The proposed tree removal exceeds the removal threshold (allowed to remove up to
sixty percent [60%] of the significant tree DBH inches; this project is proposing to remove seventy-six percent
[76%] of existing significant tree DBH inches).  This requires reforestation of at least 331 inches of newly planted
trees.  The Landscape Plan includes 500 inches of new trees, which does satisfy the reforestation requirement.

Landscape Plan
The Landscape Plan provides a minimum of two (2) trees per lot, with the lots abutting Nowthen Boulevard and
some of the lots abutting the elementary school parcel having additional plantings in the rear yards.  Additionally,
there are extra trees proposed in the rear yards that back up to the proposed stormwater basins.  There is a healthy
mix of deciduous and evergreen trees with no genus constituting more than twenty percent (20%) of the overall
plantings.  All species and sizes are acceptable.  The Planting Schedule indicates that some trees will be three (3)
inches in size at the time of planting.  The total proposed inches being planted should be updated, as it was based
on all trees being 2.5 inches (meaning the reforestation is actually higher than the proposed 500 inches).  Staff has
also recommended that fencing, in addition to the proposed plantings, be installed now on the lots backing up to
Nowthen Boulevard to assist with screening and possible noise reduction.



 

Funding Source:
The Applicant is responsible for all costs associated with this request.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving both the Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan and the Landscape Plan, contingent
upon compliance with Staff's review comments.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the Landscape Plan and the Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan, contingent
upon compliance with Staff's review comments.

Attachments
Site Location Map 
Preliminary Plat 
Preliminary Site Plan 
Landscape Plan with Changemarks 
Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Dana Verbeek 02/08/2024 12:15 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/05/2024 09:13 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/08/2024 
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Site Location Map for Harmony Farms
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I hereby certify that this plan was prepared by
me  or under my direct supervision and that I
am a duly  Licensed Professional Surveyor
under the laws  of the  State of Minnesota 42299
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Name

Reg. No. Date 

Revisions
Date

Designed

Drawn

2023 Pioneer Engineering, P.A.

Mendota Heights, MN 55120 
2422 Enterprise Drive (651) 681-1914

Fax: 681-9488
www.pioneereng.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTSLAND SURVEYORS LAND PLANNERS CIVIL ENGINEERS 

I hereby certify that this plan was prepared by
me  or under my direct supervision and that I
am a duly  Licensed Landscape Architect
under the laws  of the  State of Minnesota 44763

Jennifer L. Thompson
LENNAR

16305 36TH AVE. NO., SUITE 600
PLYMOUTH, MINNESOTA 55446


Changemark note #01TL
Status as of 12/19/2023 10:38 AM
Type: Action
State: For Discussion

Created by: Todd Larson
On: 12/19/2023 10:38 AM
Type: Action
State: For Discussion
Homeowners are eventually going to build fences for screening or containing kids and dogs.  It is recommended to just build a fence now so that it looks nice and intentional.  Trees alone are only so good for screening.  

--------- 0 Replies ---------




Caliper
Status as of 12/27/2023 10:46 AM
Type: Action
State: For Discussion

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 12/27/2023 10:46 AM
Type: Action
State: For Discussion
The Planting Schedule indicates some species at 3" and others at 2.5".  The calculation shows all trees at 2.5".  Please either update the Planting Schedule with correct size or update the calculation with correct # of proposed inches.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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Landscape Plan 1.pdf V1 - Changemark Notes ( 2 Notes )

1  -  Changemark note #01TL

Status as of 12/19/2023 10:38 AM
Type: Action
State: For Discussion

Created by: Todd Larson
On: 12/19/2023 10:38 AM
Type: Action
State: For Discussion

Homeowners are eventually going to build fences for screening or containing kids and dogs.  It is 
recommended to just build a fence now so that it looks nice and intentional.  Trees alone are only 
so good for screening.  

--------- 0 Replies ---------

2  -  Caliper

Status as of 12/27/2023 10:46 AM
Type: Action
State: For Discussion

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 12/27/2023 10:46 AM
Type: Action
State: For Discussion

The Planting Schedule indicates some species at 3" and others at 2.5".  The calculation shows 
all trees at 2.5".  Please either update the Planting Schedule with correct size or update the 
calculation with correct # of proposed inches.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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5. 2. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 02/12/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Rain Barrel and Compost Bin Sale and Distribution Event

Purpose/Background:
The Recycling Association of Minnesota (RAM) reached out to City Staff about the possibility of the city serving
as a distrubution site again in 2024 for RAM's Rain Barrel and Compost Bin sales.  The city's only obligations
would be to provide a site and volunteers to assist with the distrubution of purchased items, along with promoting
the sales event to Ramsey residents.  RAM handles all sales (this is a pre-order only program, there are no
day-of-pickup sales) and all questions regarding the rain barrels and compost bins.  The City of Ramsey served as
a distribution site for RAM's 2022 Rain Barrel and Compost Bin sales and again in 2023 for the remaining
compost bins that did not sell in 2022.  There was minimal staff time required to participate as a distribution site
previously and Staff anticipates a similar time commitment again this year.  The sales event would be promoted
through the City's newsletter, website, the dynamic display sign on Highway 10, and through RAM's website.

Staff would like to hold the distribution event earlier than in past years and has selected Wednesday, May 1, 2024,
as the date for distribution.  The distribution event would run from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm at the Public Works
Campus, assuming that this will not disrupt Public Works daily operations.  This timeframe has worked well with
previous distribution events.  It provides sufficient time for purchasers to swing through to pick up their item(s),
while also not consuming Staff's and volunteers' entire evening. 

Funding Source:
Soft costs would include Staff time during the distribution event and putting together the promotional
information.  Staff recommends offering a $10 discount on the compost bins (for Ramsey residents only), which
could be covered via the recycling budget (funds provided by the Select Committee On Recycling and the
Environment [SCORE]).

Recommendation:
Staff recommends serving as a distribution site for this sale and to identify May 1, 2024, as the date of the
distribution event.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to partner with RAM on their Rain Barrel and Compost Bin sales by serving as a distribution site and to
hold the event on May 1, 2024, from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm.

Attachments
Rain Barrel Informational Sheet 
Compost Bin Informational Sheet 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Dana Verbeek 02/08/2024 12:15 PM



Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/05/2024 09:15 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/08/2024 



 

Rain Catcher Rain Barrel 
$90 + tax 

 
 

• The large opening and flat back design allow for 
easy installation and placement of the downspout 
while the spoke and wheel pattern in the top of 
the barrel keeps it child and pet safe. 

• The overflow connection at the back of the barrel 
allows excess water to flow down and underneath 
the barrel to direct it away from foundations. 

• Spigots on the side of the barrel allow you to 
connect multiple Rain Catcher barrels in-series for 
easy expansion of your rain water storage capacity. 

• The aluminum mesh screen keeps out debris and 
mosquitoes to keep the water clear and keep your 
family safe from insect borne illnesses. 

• Includes debris screen, garden hose, shut-off 
thumb valve, hanging hose clip, overflow hose, and 
linking kit 

• Place them around your home to catch fresh chlorine-free water as it pours from your downspouts – 
Water that would otherwise make its way into storm sewers only to be wasted. Rain barrels not only 
save you money but lessen the strain on water resources. 
 

• Made out of 100% recycled plastic 
 

• Retails at $120+ 

 

 

 

 

One (1) Year Warranty on Manufacturer Defects. Warranty excludes cracking from improper use. 

 

Specifications: 

Assembled Dimensions: 24″D x 24″W x 32″H 
Total Volume: 6 cu ft / 45 Gallon / 170 Litre 

 



Home Composter Compost Bin 
$76 + tax 

 

 

• Made of sturdy, yet lightweight, 100% recycled plastic materials 

• Two-piece construction for sides allows for easy transporting and turning of materials 

• Wide opening at the top – easy to add and view materials 

• Lockable lid to deter animals 

• Sliding doors on each side to monitor status of compost 

• Not available in stores. Similar models retail for $100+ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Home Composter Bin is warranted by Gracious Living Corp. for 10 years from the 
date of purchase for any defects due to manufacturing or delivery excluding any damage 
due to normal wear and use. 
 

Specifications: 

Assembled Dimensions: 33″D x 30″H 
Total Volume: 17 cu ft / 125 gallon 
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