
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, August 19, 2024

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

           
1. Call to Order   
 

2. Citizen Input   
 

3. Approve Agenda   
 

4. Approve Minutes   
 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes Dated July 15, 2024
 
5. Policy Board Business   
 

1. Consider Natural Resources Aspects for Parkside Townhomes Preliminary Plat
 

2. Discuss Potential Development of Performance Standards for Managed Natural Landscapes
 
6. Board/Staff Input

Fall Recycling Event - September 28, 2024 (8am - 12pm, Public Works Campus, 14199 Jasper
St)
Fix It Clinic - October 5, 2024 (10am - 1pm, Public Works Campus, 14199 Jasper St)

  

 

7. Adjournment   
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


4. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/19/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes Dated July 15, 2024

Purpose/Background:
NA

Recommendation:
NA

Outcome/Action:
Motion to approve meeting minutes dated July 15, 2024.

Attachments
Meeting Minutes Dated July 15, 2024 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 08/15/2024 10:47 AM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/13/2024 10:00 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/15/2024 











5. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/19/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Promote economic growth and development. 

Information
Title:
Consider Natural Resources Aspects for Parkside Townhomes Preliminary Plat

Purpose/Background:
The City has received an application from Ramsey at COR LLC (the "Applicant") for Preliminary Plat review of
a proposed townhome development located on the block bordered by Rhinestone Street, Traprock Street, 146th
Avenue, and Ramsey Parkway (the "Subject Property").  The purpose of this case is to review the Landscape Plan
and other natural resources aspects of the project.  Environmental Policy Board (EPB) members may recall this
project from early in 2023.  Parkside Townhomes actually received Preliminary Plat approval.  However, the
Applicant withdrew the application for Final Plat consideration to work through some items with his builder. 
Preliminary Plat approval is only valid for one (1) year, and by the time the Applicant was ready to move forward
again, that approval had expired.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Project Summary
The Subject Property is located within the COR District and, more specifically, the COR-4b neighborhood
subdistrict.  This zoning district allows a density of up to fifteen (15) units per acre.  The project includes
sixty-eight (68) townhome units across approximately 5.04 acres, which equates to a net density of 13.5 units per
acre.  The Subject Property was actually originally platted as Ramsey Town Center 7th Addition in the
mid-2000s, but due to the housing crash, the former property owner did not complete construction of townhomes
on the Subject Property.  The current preliminary plat is aligned very similarly to the existing property boundaries.

Natural Resources Inventory
The City's Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) does not identify any native plant communities on the Subject
Property.  The Minnesota Land Cover Classification System (MLCCS) categorizes the entire Subject Property as
urban with little vegetative cover.

Wetlands and Floodplains
Per the National Wetland Inventory (NWI), there are no wetlands on the Subject Property.  Also, per FEMA's
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), there are no floodplains on the Subject Property either.

Drinking Water Supply Management Area
The Subject Property is within a Drinking Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA), as is the majority of The
COR subdivision.  Furthermore, much of the Subject Property is within a 10-year capture zone (again, as is much
of the COR subdivision).  Thus, the project is not eligible to provide onsite stormwater infiltration.  Rather, the
project will have to make a financial contribution to the City's Infiltration Fund, which helps offset the cost of a
City-installed infiltration basin serving the entire COR subdivision (this is located in the southeast corner of The
COR, abutting Ramsey Boulevard and the BNSF railroad tracks and outside the DWSMA)
.
Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan
A Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan was included.  While there are some trees on site, almost all do not meet
the criteria of a significant tree (as defined in City Code).  Additionally, most of these 'scrub' trees are Siberian
Elm.  The inventory only identified two (2) significant trees, both of which are located on the vacant land on the
north side of 146th Avenue (also owned by the Applicant and will eventually be platted/developed, just not at this



time). 

Landscape Plan
The Landscape Plan includes a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs.  All species are acceptable or
preferred per the Ramsey Tree Book.  The Landscape Plan includes both boulevard trees, which are emphasized
in The COR Design Framework, and plantings internal to the project.  There were only a couple minor revisions
that Staff requested.  These include adding a note to the Plant Schedule specifying that River Birch shall be in the
form of a single stem, rather than the more common clump form, when planted in the boulevard (clump form is
acceptable for plantings internal to the site) and adding a note that the irrigation system must include some form
of water efficient technology (such as a smart controller).  The Landscape Plan is generally acceptable, with the
necessary corrections noted on the plan sheets.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this application are the responsibility of the Applicant.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the Landscape Plan, contingent upon compliance with Staff's review comments.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the Landscape Plan, contingent upon compliance with Staff's review comments.

Attachments
Site Location Map 
Preliminary Plat 
Site Plan and Phasing Plan 
Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan 
Landscape Plan with Comments 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 08/15/2024 10:44 AM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/08/2024 03:50 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/15/2024 



LOGIS, Three Rivers Park District, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, NGA, USGS

Print Date: July 19, 2024

TRAPROCK ST, EAST RAMSEY PKWY 
NW, RHINESTONE ST NW, and 146TH 
AVE NW

PARKSIDE TOWNHOMES

0 0.01 0.03 0.04 0.060.01
mi

Preliminary Plat



Drainage and Utility Easement per plat

Drainage and Utility Easement per plat

Access easement per Doc. No. 1985760.002

Shared Utility easement per Doc. No. 2004075.015

Drainage and Utility Easement per platDrainage and Utility Easement per plat
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Town Center Tree Survey 
Project Location-Ramsey, MN 
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Town Center Tree Survey 
Tree Survey Results 
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Tree ID Species DBH X Stem Lat Long

1 Poplar Spp. (Cottonwood/Quaking Aspen) 8 2 45.14'13.36 93.27'26.63

2 Poplar Spp. (Cottonwood/Quaking Aspen) 8 2 45.14'13.63 93.27'30.24

Town Center Tree Survey - Results

Ramsey, MN

Conducted By: Lucas Mueller - Kjolhaug

City of Ramsey - Significant Tree Definition:

For the purposes of this division, significant trees shall include:
a.All species of oak that have a DBH of four inches or greater;

b.All evergreen species that have a DBH of four inches or greater; and

c.All other trees that have a DBH of eight inches or more;






River Birch

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 07/22/2024 04:27 PM
River Birch is acceptable in boulevard areas but it MUST be single stem.  No clump plantings in the boulevard will be permitted.  The clump form is acceptable for any plantings internal to the site.  Please add note to Plant Schedule.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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Landscape L1.2.pdf V1 - Changemark Notes ( 1 Note )

1  -  River Birch

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 07/22/2024 04:27 PM

River Birch is acceptable in boulevard areas but it MUST be single stem.  No clump plantings in 
the boulevard will be permitted.  The clump form is acceptable for any plantings internal to the 
site.  Please add note to Plant Schedule.

--------- 0 Replies ---------




Water Efficient Technology

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 07/23/2024 08:51 AM
Irrigation system must include some form of water efficient technology, such as a smart controller and/or soil moisture sensors.  Please add a note specifying that system must include some form of water efficient technology in addition to the state required rain sensor.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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Landscape L1.3.pdf V1 - Changemark Notes ( 1 Note )

1  -  Water Efficient Technology

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 07/23/2024 08:51 AM

Irrigation system must include some form of water efficient technology, such as a smart controller 
and/or soil moisture sensors.  Please add a note specifying that system must include some form 
of water efficient technology in addition to the state required rain sensor.

--------- 0 Replies ---------



5. 2. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/19/2024

  

Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Create a positive image for residential neighborhoods, business districts and key
corridors. 

Information
Title:
Discuss Potential Development of Performance Standards for Managed Natural Landscapes

Purpose/Background:
In 2007, the City of Ramsey amended Chapter 30 (Nuisances) of City Code to exempt natural landscape plant
materials from the eight (8) inch height restriction for grass and weeds.  In 2023, the State of Minnesota enacted
State Statute 412.925 (Native Landscapes), which specifies that statutory and home rule charter cities must allow
private property owners to install and maintain managed natural landscapes on private property.  In 2024, Ramsey
amended Chapter 30 (Nuisances) again, reiterating that natural landscapes are exempt from the vegetative height
restrictions but also specifying that an approved management plan is required.  However, there are no other
standards in place regarding these managed natural landscapes.

Potential standards could include the following: 
Require a setback from shared property lines with abutting properties
Limiting the location of managed natural landscapes (e.g. prohibiting them from being in
boulevards/rights-of-way)
Requiring small signage to inform the public that the landscape is intentional, planned, and managed (either
permanently or at least through 75% establishment)
Maintenance activities such as: 

Mowing (year 1: 1-3 mowings, year 2: 1 mowing, assess for need to spot spray, year 3 and beyond: 1
mowing per year and/or controlled burns if allowed and with the proper permit)
Routine weeding (should plan to do this at least weekly during the first 1-2 years of establishment) 

There is nothing that would require any amendments to City Code regarding natural/alternative landscapes. 
However, there has been greater interest in this type of landscape over the past 1-2 years, which could potentially
lead to an uptick in concerns from property owners nearby.  Thus, Staff thought it would be best to bring this topic
forward to the EPB to see if there is any interest in drafting some standards for incorporation into City Code,
which could be helpful in terms of enforcement actions. 

Staff has reached out to both the Board of Soil and Water Resources (BWSR) and Prairie Restorations, Inc.
seeking any resources they may have regarding 'must haves' in any management plan.  As of the writing of this
case, no responses have been received.

Recommendation:
NA

Outcome/Action:
No specific action is required.  The purpose of this case is to discuss whether the EPB sees any need or benefit to
developing standards for establishing a natural landscape.

Attachments



No file(s) attached.
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