
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, October 21, 2024

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

           
1. Call to Order   
 

2. Citizen Input   
 

3. Approve Agenda   
 

4. Approve Minutes   
 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes Dated August 19, 2024
 
5. Policy Board Business   
 

1. Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Site Plan for Blanery LLC at 6591 141st Avenue NW
(Project No. 24-124); Case of Blanery LLC

 
2. Continue Discussion on Potential Performance Standards for Managed Natural Landscapes

 
6. Board/Staff Input   
 

7. Adjournment   
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


4. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 10/21/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Not Applicable 

Information
Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes Dated August 19, 2024

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to approve the meeting minutes from the August 19, 2024, Environmental Policy
Board meeting.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the meeting minutes.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to approve the August 19, 2024, meeting minutes.

Attachments
Meeting Minutes Dated August 19, 2024 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 10/16/2024 10:24 AM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 10/14/2024 01:09 PM
Final Approval Date: 10/16/2024 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, August 19, 2024, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council 

Chambers at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Acting Chairperson Laura Moore 

   Board Member Reid Bernard 

   Board Member Nick Burgess 

   Board Member Thomas Hagerty 

   Board Member Paula Houts 

   Board Member Hassan Salami 

 

Members Absent:  Chairperson Melissa Fetterley 

 

Also Present:  Senior Planner Chris Anderson 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Acting Chairperson Moore called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Bernard and seconded by Board Member Hagerty to approve the agenda 

as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Acting Chairperson Moore, Board Member Bernard, Hagerty, 

Burgess, Houts, and Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Chairperson Fetterley. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated July 15, 2024 

 

Motion by Board Member Hagerty and seconded by Board Member Salami to approve the regular 

meeting minutes dated July 15, 2024. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Acting Chairperson Moore, Board Member Hagerty, Salami, 

Bernard, Burgess, and Houts.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Chairperson Fetterley. 

 

5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 

 

5.01: Consider Natural Resources Aspects for Parkside Townhomes Preliminary Plat 
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Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the City has received an 

application from Ramsey at COR LLC for Preliminary Plat review of a proposed townhome 

development located on the block bordered by Rhinestone Street, Traprock Street, 146th Avenue, 

and Ramsey Parkway.  The purpose of this case is to review the Landscape Plan and other natural 

resources aspects of the project.  Environmental Policy Board (EPB) members may recall this 

project from early in 2023.  Parkside Townhomes actually received Preliminary Plat approval, 

however, the applicant withdrew the application for Final Plat consideration to work through some 

items with his builder.  Preliminary Plat approval is only valid for one year, and by the time the 

applicant was ready to move forward, the approval had expired. 

 

Acting Chairperson Moore asked the anticipated timing between phases. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that there is not a specific timeline, as that often depends on how 

quickly units sell in the first phase.  He stated that the third phase, which is not part of the 

application, is geared more for the future once this entire block is constructed.   

 

Motion by Board Member Bernard and seconded by Board Member Salami to recommend 

approval of the Landscape Plan, contingent upon compliance with staff’s review comments. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Acting Chairperson Moore, Board Member Bernard, Salami, 

Burgess, Hagerty, and Houts.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Chairperson Fetterley. 

 

5.02: Discuss Potential Development of Performance Standards for Managed Natural  

 Landscapes 

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that in 2007, the City of Ramsey 

amended Chapter 30 (Nuisances) of City Code to exempt natural landscape plant materials from 

the eight-inch height restriction for grass and weeds.  In 2023, the State of Minnesota enacted State 

Statute 412.925 (Native Landscapes), which specifies that statutory and home rule charter cities 

must allow private property owners to install and maintain managed natural landscapes on private 

property.  In 2024, Ramsey amended Chapter 30 (Nuisances) again, reiterating that natural 

landscapes are exempt from the vegetative height restrictions but also specifying that an approved 

management plan is required.  However, there are no other standards in place regarding these 

managed natural landscapes.  He reviewed potential standards that could be considered. 

 

Acting Chairperson Moore appreciated that there is growing interest in this, noting that she is doing 

several native plantings in her yard currently.  She stated that she would support having a 

discussion related to boulevard type regulations. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson provided details on the road right-of-way, noting that while ideally the 

road would be centered within that right-of-way, it is not always.  He stated that on average there 

could be 15 feet of right-of-way on each side, but that is not always the case. 

 

Acting Chairperson Moore commented that people should be able to do as they want with their 

own yard and therefore would only want to consider regulations in the boulevard, near the road.  

She stated that perhaps the management plan is a suggestion, as requiring that element may detract 

some people from wanting to pursue that endeavor.  She commented that sometimes when you 
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start a native planting area, things often change based on what is successful and what is not.  She 

stated that there could be guidelines on what a plan could look like, which could help keep the 

areas contained.  She stated that when there is not a border around the native area, perhaps there 

is signage.  She stated that she would also be interested in a regulation to keep invasives out of the 

natural area.   

 

Senior Planner Anderson commented that a management plan forces a property owner to put 

thought into it and think about what they are going to do.  He stated that some people think about 

a native landscape, thinking they will not need to maintain it, but commented that the first three to 

five years require a lot of work.  He stated that he would not necessarily advocate for needing a 

buffer/border on a natural area, but used the example where that area may abuts another property 

and could begin to encroach on the neighboring property.   

 

Board Member Salami commented that he has lived in Ramsey for almost 15 years and has noticed 

properties with grass/vegetation that is too tall.  He stated that he has wondered if the City could 

intervene and cut grass or trim trees on certain properties.  He also noted that some trees seem to 

be planted on property lines. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that there is not a setback for tree planting, noting that a tree can 

be planted further from the property line and then still encroach onto a neighboring property over 

the years.  He also noted volunteer trees that pop up also.  He stated that there is also nothing the 

City can do about things that grow from one yard to the next yard.  He stated that the private 

property owner is responsible for cutting their grass and trimming their trees.  He stated that there 

are stretches of City owned land that would be maintained by public works, acknowledging that 

the City has limited resources.   

 

Board Member Houts asked if the City differentiates between native and natural landscape. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that the City does not, as everything falls under the umbrella of 

alternative landscapes.   

 

Board Member Houts asked if the boulevard would be different than someone that has a ditch 

adjacent to the road. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that currently there is not a distinction but that could be something 

the board may wish to consider. 

 

Board Member Hagerty stated that he favors having some type of standards and management plan.  

He stated that he does like the idea of a border between properties, signage, and maintenance 

activities.  He acknowledged that there is a lot more work involved in native plant areas compared 

to mowing a lawn and believed that the management/standards would help people to understand 

that.  He asked if the City has been receiving complaints and whether that is what drove this issue 

forward. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson commented that the City did receive complaints about a property 

undergoing a native landscape, noting that property does have a management plan.  He recognized 

that there is a strong sense of property rights in Ramsey, but that does not mean there cannot or 

should not be standards as well.  He stated that perhaps they should incorporate the notion that this 
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landscape would need to be installed, as there has been interest from someone that intended to stop 

mowing and have their neighbor’s natural landscaping blow into their yard.   

 

Acting Chairperson Moore stated that to really do a good job to establish a native prairie you really 

need to start with a burn, recognizing that some yards are larger and could allow that while others 

could not.   

 

Senior Planner Anderson commented that while a controlled burn would be ideal, there are many 

places that would not be allowed.  He stated that there are alternative methods that could be used 

to establish the native landscaping, it just takes more effort and work, noting that it is often two or 

three years after the initial seeding that you would see above ground growth and therefore often 

looks very undesirable.  He stated that is where signage would be helpful to communicate to those 

passing by that this is an intentional process.   

 

Board Member Burgess asked if there are standards that exist in other communities that could be 

used as a starting point. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson stated that he does have some examples from other communities that he 

forgot to attach to the case, noting that he can email those as a follow up.   

 

6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 

 

• Fall Recycling Event – September 28, 2024 (8am – 12 pm, Public Works Campus, 

14199 Jasper Street) 

 

Senior Planner Anderson noted the upcoming event and stated that the curbside recycling event 

recently concluded but he did not yet have those numbers. 

 

• Fix It Clinic – October 5, 2024 (10am – 1pm, Public Works Campus, 14199 Jasper 

Street) 

 

Senior Planner Anderson advised of the upcoming event. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Salami and seconded by Board Member Burgess to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 
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________________________________ 

Abdi Sahal 

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Drafted by Amanda Staple 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 



5. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 10/21/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Promote economic growth and development. 

Information
Title:
Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Site Plan for Blanery LLC at 6591 141st Avenue NW (Project No.
24-124); Case of Blanery LLC

Purpose/Background:
The City has received a Land Use Application from Blanery LLC (the "Applicant") for a Conditional Use Permit
and Site Plan for a proposed automotive body shop at 6591 141st Avenue NW (the "Subject Property").  The
Applicant has a purchase agreement with the City to acquire the Subject Property, contingent upon approval of the
Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan.

Notification:
Staff attempted to notify property owners within 350 feet of the Subject Property, as reflected in the Anoka
County Property Records, of the request for a Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan for the automotive body
shop, as well as the Public Hearing to be held by the Planning Commission on October 24. A notice of the Public
Hearing was published in the Anoka County UnionHerald, the City's official newspaper. A proposed
development sign was also placed on the Subject Property.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Project Overview
The Applicant is proposing to construct a 9,600 square foot building, with ten (10) bays, on the Subject Property
to operate an automotive body shop.  There will be two points of access into the Subject Property, one off of
141st Avenue and the other off of Basalt Street.  The Subject Property will be connected to the municipal water
and sanitary sewer systems.  

Subject Property Information
The Subject Property is approximately 0.95 acres in size.  It is zoned I-1 (Light Industrial) and is guided as
Business Park in the 2024 Comprehensive Plan.  The surrounding parcels are of similar sizes, and they too are
zoned I-1 (Light Industrial) and guided as Business Park.  Motor vehicle repair is a Conditional Use in the I-1
District.

Natural Resources Summary
The City's Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) does not identify any native plant communities on the Subject
Property.  The Minnesota Land Cover Classification System classifies the Subject Property as 'Urban with Little
Vegetative Cover'.  There are no wetlands or floodplain on the Subject Property.  There are some existing trees on
the Subject Property. However, all but one are proposed for removal.

Tree Inventory & Preservation Plan
An inventory of existing significant trees was completed.  There is a total of 292 Diameter at Breast Height
(DBH) inches on the Subject Property and of those, 284 inches are proposed to be removed.  Per the City's tree
preservation standards, 87 DBH inches should be retained on site and, if not, reforestation would be required. 
Only a single tree is proposed to be preserved (8" DBH) and therefore, reforestation is required at a rate of 1.25"
inches for each 1 inch removed beyond the removal threshold or $125 per inch removed beyond the removal
threshold, or a combination of the two.  The Applicant is proposing to plant forty (40) DBH inches of new trees
and will pay into the Community Forestry Fund $7,375.00.  The combination of landscaping and payment



and will pay into the Community Forestry Fund $7,375.00.  The combination of landscaping and payment
satisfies the tree preservation requirements.

Landscape Plan
The Landscape Plan includes a combination of deciduous and coniferous trees (a mix of Swamp White Oak and
Norway Spruce), as well as some decorative grasses.  Species and sizes are all acceptable.  Staff only had a minor
comment on the Landscape Plan, and it pertains to the Landscape Summary, which indicates that thirty-five (35)
shrubs are proposed.  In fact, what is proposed is decorative grasses, not shrubs.  While shrubs are not required,
Staff has recommended incorporating some into the Landscape Plan.  The only open space there will be on the
Subject Property is around the perimeter of the site, which is where all trees are proposed.

 

Funding Source:
The Applicant is responsible for all costs associated with this application.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the Landscape Plan and the Tree Inventory & Preservation Plan.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the Landscape Plan and Tree Inventory & Preservation Plan contingent upon
compliance with Staff's comments.

Attachments
Site Location Map 
Site Plan 
Building Elevations 
Landscape & Tree Inventory Plan with Changemarks 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Chris Anderson (Originator) Chris Anderson 10/15/2024 02:05 PM
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 10/16/2024 10:25 AM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 10/14/2024 01:22 PM
Final Approval Date: 10/16/2024 
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LANDSCAPE PLAN NOTES

1. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL CONTACT GOPHER "ONE CALL" TO VERIFY THE LOCATIONS OF ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES

PRIOR TO THE INSTALLATION OF ANY PLANT OR LANDSCAPING

2. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE A TWO-YEAR GUARANTEE OF ALL PLANT MATERIALS.  THE GUARANTEE BEGINS ON

THE DATE OF THE OWNER'S WRITTEN ACCEPTANCE OF THE INITIAL PLANTING.  REPLACEMENT PLANT MATERIALS SHALL

ALSO HAVE A TWO-YEAR GUARANTEE COMMENCING UPON PLANTING.

3. ALL DISTURBED AREAS THAT ARE NOT IMPROVED WITH IMPERVIOUS SURFACE SHALL RECEIVE 4" OF TOPSOIL WITH

NOT MORE THAN 35%  SAND CONTENT.

4. ALL DISTURBED AREAS ARE TO BE SEEDED UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE.

5. SOD TO BE STANDARD MINNESOTA GROWN.  ALL SOD AREAS SHALL BE PREPARED WITH 4" OF TOPSOIL AND RAKED

TO REMOVE DEBRIS AND ENSURE DRAINAGE.  SLOPES OF 3:1 OR GREATER SHALL BE STAKED.

6. ALL PLANTS TO BE SPECIMEN GRADE AND SHALL ADHERE TO BUT IS NOT LIMITED BY THE FOLLOWING STANDARDS:

      ALL PLANTS TO BE MINNESOTA-GROWN AND/OR HARDY.

      ALL PLANTS SHALL BE FREE FROM DISEASE, PESTS, WOUNDS, SCARS, ETC.

      ALL PLANTS SHALL BE FREE FROM NOTICEABLE GAPS, HOLES, OR DEFORMITIES.

      ALL PLANTS SHALL HAVE HEAVY, HEALTHY BRANCHING AND LEAFING.

      CONIFEROUS TREES SHALL HAVE AN ESTABLISHED MAIN LEADER AND A HEIGHT-TO-WIDTH RATIO OF NO LESS THAN

5:3.

7. PLANTS MUST MEET AMERICAN STANDARD FOR NURSERY STOCK REQUIREMENTS FOR SIZE AND TYPE SPECIFIED.

8. PRUNE PLANTS AS NECESSARY - PER STANDARD NURSERY PRACTICE AND TO CORRECT POOR BRANCHING.

7. PLANTS TO BE INSTALLED AS PER STANDARD AAN PLANTING PRACTICES.

9. USE MINIMUM 12'" LOAM PLANTING SOIL ON TREES AND 6" ON SHRUBS (SIDES AND BOTTOM OF HOLE).

10. STAKING OF TREES OPTIONAL; REPOSITION IF NOT PLUMB AFTER ONE YEAR.

11. WRAP ALL SMOOTH-BARKED TREES-FASTEN TOP AND BOTTOM.  REMOVE BY APRIL 1.

11. OPEN THE TOP OF THE BURLAP ON BB MATERIALS; REMOVE THE POT ON POTTED PLANTS; SPLIT AND BREAK APART

PEAT POTS.

13. PLANTS SHALL BE IMMEDIATELY PLANTED UPON ARRIVAL AT SITE.  PROPERLY HEEL-IN MATERIALS IF NECESSARY;

TEMPORARY ONLY.

14. SIX INCHES OF SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK MULCH SHALL BE USED AROUND ALL TREES WITHIN TURF AREAS.

15. ALL SHRUB PLANTING BEDS (WITHIN SODDED AREAS) SHALL HAVE WEED BARRIER FABRIC, 4" OF SHREDDED

HARDWOOD BARK MULCH (EXCEPT AS NOTED) AND VALLEY-VIEW BLACK DIAMOND (OR EQUAL) POLY EDGING.  THE

EDGING SHALL BE PLACED WITH SMOOTH CURVES AND AT LEAST 4' FROM THE CENTERS OF EVERGREEN TREES.

PARKING LOT ISLANDS TO BE SEEDED.  UTILIZE CURBS AND SIDEWALKS FOR EDGING WHERE POSSIBLE.

16. ROCK MULCH 4" DEEP SHALL BE PROVIDED IN ALL PLANTING BEDS ADJACENT TO SIDEWALKS AND DRIVEWAYS.  ROCK

MULCH SHALL BE WASHED, 3/4"-1 1/2".

17. ACTUAL LOCATION OF PLANT MATERIAL IS SUBJECT TO FIELD AND SITE CONDITIONS.

18. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL CONTACT GOPHER STATE "ONE CALL" (1-800-252-1166) TO VERIFY THE LOCATIONS OF

ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES.

19. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE NECESSARY WATERING OF PLANT MATERIALS UNTIL THE PLANT IS FULLY ESTABLISHED.

THE OWNER WILL NOT PROVIDE WATER FOR THE CONTRACTOR.

20. NO PLANT MATERIAL SUBSTITUTIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNLESS APPROVED BY THE  ARCHITECT/CITY OF RAMSEY.

LANDSCAPING SCHEDULE

 QUERCUS BICOLOR/ SWAMP WHITE OAK QB 2.5" BB

 DECIDUOUS TREE

KEY   BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME  SIZE  

10  

QTY  

21CK  CALAMAGROSTIS X ACUTIFLORA "KARL FOERSTER" / FEATHER REED GRASS  #1 CONT. 

14MC  #1 CONT. MOLINA CAERULEA "VARIEGATA" / VARIEGATED MOOR GRASS  

SHRUBS /  PERRENIALS

LANDSCAPE SUMMARY
DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT  Section 106-570
STANDARDS

Existing tree quantity: 29  292"
Trees to be removed: 18 284"
Trees to remain: 1     8"
Removal threshold: 205"
Deficit:   79"
Reforestation requirement (79"x1.25"):   99"
Proposed:   40"

Restitution (59x$125.00) $7,375.00

REQUIRED: Trees: 16 (800'/50)
Shrubs: 32 (9600/300)

Road frontage plantings 12 (400'/35)

PROPOSED:
Trees: 40
Shrubs: 35

GOOD 1  OAK 11" 

2 11" OAK 

EXISTING 

3 8" OAK 

4 6" OAK 

5 13" ELM  

6 16" OAK 

7 6" OAK 

8 9" MAPLE  

9 7" MAPLE  

10  20" OAK 

11 18" OAK 

12  6" ELM  

13 18" OAK 

14  18" OAK 

15  7" OAK 

16  7" OAK 

17 7" OAK 

18  7" OAK 

19 6" OAK 

20 5" OAK 

21 6" OAK 

22 6" OAK 

23 6" OAK 

24 6" ASH  

25 9" ASH  

26 6" OAK 

27 6" OAK 

28 15" OAK 

29 18" OAK 

30  8" OAK 

SIZE  COND. STATUS  REASON

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

REMOVED

PRESERVED

292"

205 (70%)

284" REMOVED

8" PRESERVED

TOTAL INCHES

25

CONIFEROUS

AP  PICEA ABIES / NORWAY SPRUCE  68'/2.5" BB  15

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING

 MASS GRADING
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Shrubs

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 10/08/2024 09:22 AM
There are no shrubs proposed, decorative grasses should not be listed under shrubs.  It is strongly encouraged to incorporate some shrubbery into the landscape plan.  Minimum shrub size at time of installed shall be 24" in height.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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1  -  Shrubs

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 10/08/2024 09:22 AM

There are no shrubs proposed, decorative grasses should not be listed under shrubs.  It is 
strongly encouraged to incorporate some shrubbery into the landscape plan.  Minimum shrub 
size at time of installed shall be 24" in height.

--------- 0 Replies ---------



5. 2. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 10/21/2024

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Not Applicable 

Information
Title:
Continue Discussion on Potential Performance Standards for Managed Natural Landscapes

Purpose/Background:
At the August Environmental Policy Board (EPB) meeting, the Board discussed the idea of developing
performance standards for natural landscapes.  There did seem to be consensus among board members to consider
standards within the right-of-way, but nothing really beyond that.  Staff has prepared a rough draft of an ordinance
amendment to assist with this discussion.  There are really three (3) components to the ordinance amendment. 
First, simply adding several definitions to Chapter 30 (Nuisances) of City Code.  Secondly, it specifically
addresses information that needs to be included in a management plan.  Thirdly, it attempts to identify standards
that are applicable when attempting to establish and maintain a natural landscape.  It's primarily this third
component that Staff is seeking input from the EPB on.

Recommendation:
NA

Outcome/Action:
No action is required, this is for discussion purposes only.

Attachments
Rough Draft of a Potential Ordinance Amendment 
Excerpt from Andover City Code 
Excerpt from Bloomington Code 
Excerpt from Burnsville Code 
Excerpt from Lino Lakes Code 
MN Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) Example Ordinances 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 10/17/2024 12:53 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 10/16/2024 01:37 PM
Final Approval Date: 10/17/2024 



ORDINANCE #24-XXX 

 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF 

MINNESOTA 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 30 - NUISANCES 

 

 

The City of Ramsey Ordains: 

 

Underlined text is inserted into City Code. 

Strikethrough text is deleted from City Code. 

 

 

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY 

 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to and under the authority of the City Charter of the City of 

Ramsey. 

 

SECTION 2.  AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 30 (NUISANCE CODE). 

 

The following portion of Chapter 30, Section 1 (Definitions), is amended as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-1. – Definitions 

 

Managed natural landscape means a planned, intentional and maintained planting of native or 

non-native grasses, wildflowers, forbs, ferns, shrubs, or trees, including but not limited to rain 

gardens, meadow vegetation, and ornamental plantings.  It does not include turf-grass lawns left 

unattended or unmaintained for the purpose of returning to a natural state. 

 

Meadow vegetation means grasses and flowering broad-leaf plants that are native to, or adapted 

to, the State of Minnesota, and that are commonly found in meadow and prairie plant 

communities, excluding noxious weeds. 

 

Noxious weeds shall have the meaning assigned by Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.77, Subd. 8. 

 

The following portion of Chapter 30, Section 3 (Property Conditions), is amended as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-3. – Property Conditions 

 

(2) Grass, weeds, or noxious growths. 

a. All grass, weeds, or noxious growths of vegetation upon public or private property 

exceeding eight inches in height, or whatever height specified in the appropriate 

zoning district, excluding acceptable prairie restoration plant materials managed 

natural landscapes with an approved management plan. 
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1. Exemption.  All ground cover vegetation located in the following areas are 

hereby exempt from height restrictions: 

i. Shore impact zones; 

ii. Bluff impact zones; 

iii. Areas within 50 feet of a wetland or natural drainage way; 

iv. Areas of native plant communities with approved management plans; 

v. Significant vegetative stands identified within City Code, relating to 

Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA) Overlay District 

development standards; 

vi. Any vegetation management within the MRCCA Overlay District shall 

comply with the requirements and standards of City Code and with any 

vegetation clearing permits approved by the City of Ramsey; 

vii. Areas of steep slope where mowing is not safely possible; 

viii. Any area that has been undisturbed by development, grading or building 

and remains in its original natural state. 

2. All areas that have been graded or developed must maintain the property to 

turf grass standards unless an appropriate prairie approved management plan 

for a managed natural landscape has been accepted by the city or falls within 

the exemption list above. 

i. Managed Natural Landscape Management Plan Required Information: 

i. Name of the property owner and address of the property. 

ii. Scaled site plan of the property (including all improvements such 

as structures, driveway(s), septic system, well, property lines). 

iii. A general description of proposed vegetation types, plants, and 

plant succession to be used. 

iv. Estimated transition period. 

v. Elimination of prior/existing vegetation in advance of establishing 

a managed natural landscape. 

vi. Non-native and/or invasive vegetation elimination (how, when, 

and frequency). 

vii. A general description of the means to plant natural landscape 

plants (e.g. through transplanting or seeding by human or 

mechanical means). 

ii. Managed Natural Landscape Standards: 

i. Location (looking for direction from EPB on whether any sort of 

setback should be required from the street or adjacent properties).  

Examples could include: Not allowed in the road right-of-way, 

needs to be either 18” or 1 lawn mowers width of maintained edge 

along street edge, 1 lawnmowers swath or 3 feet back from 

side/rear lot lines, maybe an exemption if the property has an 

opaque (privacy) fence). 

ii. Planting or replanting of the area by transplant or seeded by human 

or mechanical means (e.g. cannot just rely on wind, insect, or other 

natural means of establishing a managed landscape area). 

iii. If the managed natural landscape is in a location likely to be seen 

by the public, a small sign, no larger than 12 inches by 12 inches, 



Ordinance #24-XXX 

Page 3 of 3 

 

and to a height not taller than 36 inches, which informs the public 

that a natural landscape is being established, shall be installed and 

maintained until less than 25% of the managed natural landscape 

area consists of weeds. 

iv. If more than 25% of the managed natural landscape area consists 

of weeds, it shall be mowed to a height not more than 8 inches at 

least once per year. 

v. The managed natural landscape area must be maintained at least 

once per year by way of mowing to a height not more than 8 inches 

or by burning, after securing the necessary burn permit(s) from the 

Ramsey Fire Department. 

 

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

This ordinance becomes effective 30 days after its passage and publication, subject to City Charter 

Section 5.04. 

 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota the _____ day of _____, 2024. 

 

 

 

Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

City Clerk 
 
 

Introduction date: October 8, 2024 

Posting dates:  

Adoption date:   

Publication date: 

Effective date: 
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