
Ramsey, Minnesota, CodeofOrdinances
PARTICHARTER

PARTI
1CHARTER

CHAPTER1. NAME, BOUNDARIES, POWERSANDGENERALPROVISIONS

Sec. 1.1. Nameandboundaries.  

TheCityofRamsey, AnokaCounty, Minnesota, shallcontinuetobeamunicipalcorporationunderthatname
andwiththesameboundariesasnowareorhereaftermaybeestablished. Thecityclerkshallkeepinhis/her
officeatleasttwocopiesofthisCharterwithamendments, andshallmaintainineachcopyanaccurateandup-to- 
datedescriptionoftheboundaries. ThecopiesoftheCharter, amendmentsandboundarydescriptionsshallbe
availableforpublicinspectionanytimeduringregularofficehours.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 1.2. Powers ofthecity.  

Thecityshallhaveallpowerswhichitmaynoworhereafterbepossibleforamunicipalcorporationinthis
statetoexerciseinharmonywiththisCharterandwiththeconstitutionsofthisstateandoftheUnitedStatesand
withthestatutesofthisstate. ItistheintentionofthisChartertoconferuponthecityeverypowerwhichitwould
haveifitwerespecificallymentioned, unlessotherwiseprovidedinthisCharter. TheChartershallbeconstrued
liberallyinfavorofthecity, andthespecificmentionofparticularmunicipalpowersinothersectionsofthis
Charterdoesnotlimitthepowersofthecitytothosethusmentioned. Unlessgrantedtosomeotherofficeror
body, allpowersarevestedinthecouncil.   

Sec. 1.3. Charter apublicact.  

ThisChartershallbeapublicactandneednotbepleadedorprovedinanycase.   

CHAPTER2. FORMOFGOVERNMENT

1Editor'snote(s)—PrintedinthispartisthecityCharter, whichCharterwasoriginallyadoptedonMay22, 1984.  
Amendmentsareindicatedbyparentheticalhistorynotesfollowingamendedprovisions. Theabsenceofa
historynoteindicatesthattheprovisionremainsunchangedfromtheoriginal. Obviousmisspellingshave
beencorrectedwithoutnotation. Forstylisticpurposes, headingsandcatchlineshavebeenmadeuniform
andthesameschemeforexpressionofnumbersintextasappearsintheCodehasbeenused. Aconsistent
schemeofcapitalization hasalsobeenused. Additionsforclarityareindicatedbybrackets.   

Statelawreference(s)—CityChartersgenerally, Minn. Stats. ch. 410.   
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Sec. 2.1. Formofgovernment.  

TheformofgovernmentestablishedbythisCharteristhe "Mayor-CouncilPlan" asdefinedbycurrent
Minnesotastatestatutes. ExceptasotherwiseprovidedbystatestatutesorthisCharter, allpowersofthecityare
vestedinthecitycouncil.   

Sec. 2.2. Boards andcommissions.  

Thereshallbenoseparateadministrativeboardofhealth, libraryboard, oranyotheradministrativeboardor
commissionexceptfortheadministrationofafunctionjointlywithanotherpoliticalsubdivision. Thecouncilshall
itselfbeandperformthedutiesandexercisethepowersofsuchboardsandcommissionsprovidedforbystate
statutes. Thecouncilmay, however, establishorabolishbyordinanceboardsorcommissions toadvisethecouncil
withrespecttoanymunicipal functionoractivity, ortoperformquasi-judicialfunctions. Noticeofinitialformation
andallvacanciesshallbepublishedinthecitynewsletterandinthelegalnewspaper. Membershipofthe
economicdevelopmentauthority, environmentalpolicyboard, parksandrecreationcommission, planning
commissionandanyfutureboardsandcommissionsthecitycouncildeemsnecessaryshallnotexceednine
members, allmembersofwhichshallberesidentsoftheCityofRamsey.   

Ord. No. 23-04, § 2, 3-28-2023)  

Sec. 2.3. Council composition andelection.  

2.3.1Mayorandcouncil. Thecouncilshallbecomposedofthemayor, electedatlarge, twocouncilmembers
electedat-large, andfourcouncilmembers, eachofwhomshallbeelectedfromaseparatewardas
establishedoramendedpursuanttothisCharter. Themayorandcouncilmembers shallbequalifiedelectors.  
Eachcouncilmemberelectedfromawardshallbearesidentoftheward, butachangeinwardboundaries
doesnotdisqualifyacouncilmember fromservingtheremainderofaterm. Exceptashereinafterprovided,  
councilmembers shallserveforatermoffouryearsanduntilasuccessoriselectedandqualifies. Themayor
shallserveforatermoffouryearsanduntilasuccessoriselectedandqualifies. Theelectionsforthemayor
andcouncilmembers shallbeheldasprovidedinsubsection2.3.3.   

2.3.2Wards. Thecityshallbedividedintofourseparatewards. Theboundariesofsuchwardsshallbedetermined
byordinancebaseduponpopulationasdeterminedbythemostrecentfederaldecennialcensusandshallbe
asequalinpopulationaspracticableandeachwardshallbecomposedofcompact, contiguousterritory. An
ordinancedesignatingtheboundariesofthecity'selectionwardsshallbeenactedwithin60daysafterthe
statelegislaturehasbeenredistrictedorbyMay10intheyearendingintwo, whichevercomesfirst. The
wardsshallbedesignatedaswardnumbers1, 2, 3and4.   

2.3.3Transitionschedule.  

2.3.3.1 Forthe2002citywideelectiononly:   

1) Councilmembers electedintheyear2000shallbeassignedtothewardinwhichhe/sheresides.   

2) Councilmembers fromwardnumbers1and3shallbeelected.   

3) Twoat-largecouncilmembers shallbeelected, withthecandidatereceivingthehighestnumber
ofvotesservingafouryeartermandthecandidatereceivingthesecondhighestnumberofvotes
servingatwo-yearterm.   

2.3.3.2 Forthe2004citywideelectiononly:   

1) Councilmembers fromwardnumbers2and4shallbeelected.   
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2) Oneat-largecouncilmembershallbeelectedtoserveafour-yearterm.   

3) Amayorshallbeelected.   

2.3.3.3 Thereafterandcommencingwiththecitywideelectionin2006, thereshallbebiennialcitywide
electionswithcouncilmembersfromwardnumbers1and3andanat-largecouncilmemberelected,  
andatthenextcitywideelectioncouncilmembersfromwardnumbers2and4, anat-large
councilmemberandamayorshallbeelected.   

Ref. of11-5-1996; Ref. of11-6-2001)  

Sec. 2.4. Incompatible offices.  

Nomemberofthecouncilshallholdanypaidmunicipalofficeoremployment throughthecityotherthan
thattowhichelected. Further, untiloneyearaftertheexpirationofhis/herterm, nomayororcouncilmember
shallbeappointedoremployedbythecityinacompensatedpositionwhichwascreated, orthecompensationfor
whichwasincreased, duringhis/hertermasmayororcouncilmember.   

NomemberofthecouncilmayserveasamemberoftheCityofRamseyCharterCommissionwhileserving
onthecouncil. NomemberoftheCouncilmayserveasavotingmemberofanyothercommissionorboardofthe
CityofRamseywhilehe/sheremainsinofficeunlesssuchmembership isotherwiserequiredbylaw.   

Ord. No. 22-29, § 2, 1-24-2023, eff. 5-11-2023)  

Sec. 2.5. Vacancies.  

Avacancyinthecouncil, whetheritbeintheofficeofmayororcouncilmember, shallbedeemedtoexistin
thecaseofthefailureofanypersonelectedtheretotoqualify, orbyreasonofthedeath, resignationinwriting
filedwiththecityclerk, removalfromoffice, non-residenceinthecityorrespectiveward, convictionofafelonyof
anysuchpersonafterhis/herelection, orbyreasonofthefailureofanycouncilmemberwithoutgoodcauseto
attendcouncilmeetingsforaperiodofthreeconsecutivemonths. Ineachsuchcase, thecouncilshallpublicly
declarebyresolution, thevacancytoexistwithin15daysofitsoccurrenceandsuchvacancyshallbefilled
accordingtotheprovisionsofsection4.5.   

Ord. No. 09-18, § 2, 12-8-2009)  

Sec. 2.6. Themayor'spowers andduties.  

2.6.1Themayorshallpresideatmeetingsofthecouncilandshallhaveavoteasamember. Themayorshallbe
recognizedastheheadofthecitygovernmentforallceremonialpurposes, bythecourtsforservingcivil
process, andbythegovernorforpurposesofmartiallaw, butshallhavenoadministrativeduties.   

2.6.2Consistentwiththeresponsibility toacceptconsiderableleadershipoverthegeneralconductofcityaffairs,  
themayorshallstudytheoperationsofthecitygovernmentandrecommenddesirablechangesand
improvements tothecouncil. Themayorshallalsodelivermessagestothecouncilandthepublic, includinga
comprehensivemessageonthestateofthecity, assoonaspracticableafterthebeginningofeachyearof
his/hertermofoffice.   

2.6.3Atthefirstmeetingofeachyearthecouncilshallchooseanactingmayorfromthecouncilmembers. He/she
shallperformthedutiesofmayorduringthedisabilityorabsenceofthemayor, or, inthecaseofvacancyin
theofficeofmayor, untilasuccessorhasbeenappointedandqualifies.   

Ord. of12-6-2001)  
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Sec. 2.7. Salaries.  

Themayorandcouncilmembers shallreceivesuchcompensationasisfixedbythecouncilinaccordancewith
statestatutes. Anyincreasesinsuchcompensationshallnotbecomeeffectiveuntilafterthenextmunicipal
election. Otherofficersandemployeesofthecityshallreceivesuchsalariesorwagesasmaybefixedbythe
council.   

Sec. 2.8. Investigation ofcityaffairs.  

Thecouncilmaymakeinvestigations intotheaffairsofthecityandtheconductofanycitydepartment,  
officeoragencyandforthispurposemaysubpoenawitnesses, administeroaths, taketestimony, andrequirethe
productionofevidence. Thecouncilshallprovideforanauditofthecity'saccountsatleastonceayearbythe
statedepartmentinchargeofsuchworkorbyacertifiedpublicaccountant. Atanytime, thecouncilmayprovide
foranexaminationorauditofthecityaccountsofanycityofficeroragency, anditmayprovideforanysurveyor
researchstudyofanysubjectofmunicipalconcern.   

CHAPTER3. COUNCILPROCEDURES

Sec. 3.1. Council meetings.  

Thecouncilshallmeetregularlyatleastonceeachmonthatsuchtimesandplacesasthecouncilmay
designatebyordinance. Themayororanythreemembersofthecouncilmaycallspecialmeetingsofthecouncil
uponatleast24hoursnoticetoeachmember, andsuchreasonablepublicnoticesasmaybeprescribedbycouncil
ruleincompliancewithstatestatutes. The24hoursnoticeshallnotberequiredinanemergency. Astateof
emergencyshallbedeemedtoexistwhenthepublicpeace, health, morals, safetyorwelfareareinimmediate
jeopardy. Totheextentprovidedbystatestatutes, allmeetingsofthecouncilanditscommitteesshallbepublic,  
andanycitizenshallhaveaccesstotheminutesandrecordsofthecouncilatallreasonabletimes. Duringanyofits
publicmeetings, thecouncilshallnotprohibit, butmayplacereasonable restrictionsuponcitizens' commentsand
questionsandcitizeninputshallbeprovidedforatthebeginningofeachcouncilmeeting.   

Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 1), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 3.2. \[Precincts\].  

3.2.1 \[Repealed\].   

3.2.2Precinctboundaries. Theprecinctboundariesshallcorrespondtothoseadoptedandrevisedperiodicallyby
council, byresolution.   

3.2.3 \[Repealed\]   

Ord. of9-8-1993; Ord. of1-28-2000; Ref. of11-5-2002; Ord. of9-8-2003)  

Sec. 3.3. Rulesofprocedure andquorum.  

ExceptasotherwiseprovidedinthisCharter, thecouncilshalldetermineitsownrulesandorderofbusiness.  
Amajorityofallmembersshallconstituteaquorumtodobusiness, butasmallernumbermayadjournfromtime
totime. Thecouncilmaybyruleprovidemeansbywhichaminoritymaycompeltheattendanceofabsent
membersinaccordancewithstatestatutes.   
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Sec. 3.4. Ordinances, resolutions andmotions.  

3.4.1ExceptasotherwiseprovidedinthisCharterofstatestatutes, anaffirmativevoteoffourormoremembers
ofthecouncilshallberequiredfortheadoptionofallordinances, resolutionsandmotions. Thevotesof
councilmembersonanyactiontakenshallberecordedinaccordancewithstatestatutes.   

3.4.2ExceptasotherwiseprovidedinthisCharter, alllegislationshallbebyordinance. Thevoteonallordinances
shallbebyarollcallvote.   

3.4.3Thegeneraladministrativebusinessofthecouncilshallbeconductedbyresolutionormotion.   

Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 2), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 3.5. Procedures onordinances.  

Everyproposedordinanceshallbepresentedinwriting. Theintroductionofanordinanceshallbevotedon
itsown, separatefromanyotheragendaitem. Anordinancewhichreceivesaunanimousvoteontheintroduction,  
mayhavefinalconsiderationmadeontheconsentagendaatasubsequentmeeting. Noordinanceshallcontain
morethanonesubject. Suchsubjectshallbeclearlyexpressedinitstitle. Theenactingclauseshallbe "TheCityof
RamseyOrdains." Noordinance, exceptanemergencyordinance, shallbeadoptedatthemeetingatwhichitis
introducedandatleastthreedaysshallelapsebetweenitsintroductionandfinaladoption.   

Ord. No. 85-09, 9-28-1985)  

Sec. 3.6. Emergency ordinances.  

Anemergencyordinanceisanordinancenecessaryfortheimmediatepreservationofthepublicpeace,  
health, morals, safetyorwelfare, andinsuchordinancetheemergencyisdefinedanddeclaredinapreamble
thereto. Anemergencyordinancemustbeapprovedbyamajorityofavailablemembersofthecitycouncil. An
emergencyordinancemustbeinwritingbutmaybeenactedwithoutpreviousfilingorvoting, andmaybe
adoptedfinallyatthemeetingatwhichitisfirstintroducedandvoteduponbythecouncil. Anemergency
ordinanceshallremainineffectforthedurationoftheemergency. Noprosecutionshallbebaseduponthe
provisionsofanemergencyordinanceuntil24hoursaftertheordinancehasbeenadopted, filedwiththecity
clerk, andeitherhasbeenpostedinthreeconspicuousplacesinthecityorpublishedasprovidedforinthis
Charter, orthepersonchargedwithviolationthereofhadactualnoticeoftheordinancepriortotheactor
omissionresultingintheprosecution.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 3.7. Signing andpublication ofordinances.  

Thefinalversionofeveryordinanceshallbereadinfullpriortopassagebycouncilunlesssuchreadingis
waivedbyamajorityvoteofthecouncil, providedthatacopyoftheordinanceispostedorotherwisemade
availabletothepublicatleastthreeworkingdayspriortothemeetingatwhichitistobeadopted. Theordinance
shallthenbesignedbythemayor, attestedtobythecityclerk, andfiledandpreservedbythecityclerk. Each
ordinance, orsummaryofsuchordinance, shallbepublishedatleastonceintheofficialnewspaper. Thissummary
ofeachordinanceshallinclude, inlayman'sterms, theintentoftheordinance. Totheextentandinthemanner
providedbystatestatutes, anordinancemayincorporatebyreference, astatestatute, astateadministrativerule
orastateregulation, acode, oranordinanceorpartthereof, withoutpublishingthematerialreferredtoinfull.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  
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Sec. 3.8. Procedure onresolutions.  

Everyresolutionshallbepresentedinwritingandshallbefiledandpreservedbythecityclerk.   

Ord. No. 85-09, 9-28-1985; Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 3.9. When ordinances andresolutions passed bycitycouncil takeeffect.  

Everyresolutionandemergencyordinanceshalltakeeffectimmediatelyuponitsadoptionoratsuchlater
dateasitspecifies. Everyotherordinanceshalltakeeffect30daysafteritspublicationoratsuchlaterdateasit
specifies.   

Sec. 3.10. Amendment andrepealofordinances andresolutions.  

3.10.1 Anordinanceorresolutionwhichrepealsallorpartofapreviousordinanceorresolution, respectively,  
shallgivethenumber, ifany, inthetitleoftheordinanceorresolutiontoberepealedinwholeorinpart. No
ordinanceorresolutionshallbeamendedbyreferencetothetitlealone, butanordinanceorresolution
whichamendssuchordinanceorresolution, respectively, shallsetforthinfulleachsectiontobeamended
andshallindicatebyappropriatetypeorsymbols, mattertobeomittedoradded. Amendmentorrepealof
anordinanceorresolutionshallrequireamajorityvoteofallmembersofthecouncil, unlessotherwise
providedinthisCharterorbystatestatutes.   

3.10.2 Repealofinitiativeordinances. Anordinancepassedundertheinitiativepowershallnotberepealedor
amendedbythecouncilexceptbysubmissiontothevotersofthequestionbythecouncilataregular
municipalorspecialelection.   

Sec. 3.11. Review andrevision ofordinances andindexing ofresolutions.  

Thecityshallreview, reviseandrearrangeitsordinancecodeanditsresolutionindexwithsuchadditionsand
deletionsasmaybedeemednecessarybythecouncilatleastonceeverytwoyears. Theordinancecodeandthe
resolutionindexmaybepublishedinabook, pamphletorloose-leafformandcopiesshallbemadeavailableby
thecouncilattheofficeofthecityclerkforgeneraldistributiontothepublicforareasonablecharge.  
Incorporation insuchacodeshallbeasufficientpublicationofanyordinanceprovisionnotpreviouslypublished, if
anoticeisplacedintheofficialnewspaperforatleasttwosuccessiveweeksthatcopiesofthecodificationare
availableattheofficeofthecityclerk.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

CHAPTER4. NOMINATIONSANDELECTIONS

Sec. 4.1. Theregular municipal election.  

AregularmunicipalelectionshallbeheldonthefirstTuesdayafterthefirstMondayinNovemberofeach
even-numberedyear, atsuchplacesasthecitycouncilshalldesignate. Atleast15dayspriornoticeshallbegiven
bythecityclerkbypostinganoticethereofinthecityclerk'soffice, onthecitywebsiteandbypublishinganotice
thereofatleastonceintheofficialnewspaperofthecitystatingthetimeandtheplacesofholdingsuchelection
andoftheofficerstobeelected. Failuretogivesuchnoticeshallnotinvalidatesuchelection. Electedandqualified
officersprovidedforbythisChartershallassumethedutiesofofficetowhichtheywereelectedonthefirst
MondayinJanuaryfollowingsuchelection.   
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4.1.1Primaryelections. Theregularprimaryelectionshallbeheldonthesamedateasprescribedby
MinnesotaElectionLaw, whichestablishesthestatewideprimaryelectiondate. Theprimaryelection
shallbefortheselectionoftwonomineesforeachelectiveofficeattheregularmunicipalelection. If
twocandidatesorfewerfileforanyelectiveoffice, thatofficeshallnotappearontheprimaryballot
andthecandidatesshallappearonthemunicipalgeneralelectionballotasthenomineesforthat
office.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ref. of11-6-2001; Ord. No. 10-08, § 1, 5-4-2010; Ord. No. 23-05, § 2, 4-25-2023)  

Sec. 4.2. Filing foroffice.  

Allpersonswhoshalldesiretobeelectedtoanyelectedofficeshallfileanaffidavitnotmorethan84days
norlessthan70daysbeforetheprimaryelectionwiththecityclerk, payingafilingfeetothecityclerkinan
amountassetbyordinanceorfilinganominatingpetition. Theclerkshallalsoacceptanapplicationforcandidacy
asauthorizedbystatelaw.   

Thecityclerkshallprepareandhaveprintedattheexpenseofthecitythenecessaryballotsorother
requiredmaterialforsuchelection.   

Theballotsorothermaterialshallcontainnopoliticalpartydesignationofanycandidateandthenamesof
thecandidatesforeachofficeshallberotatedinthemannerprovidedbystatelaw. Consistentwithstatelaw, the
ballotsortheresultsshallbecountedandpreservedandthecityclerkshallbethefinalcustodianofsuchballots
orreturnsforthecity.   

Asampleballotorafacsimilerepresentationoftheballotshallbepostedinthecityclerk'sofficeand
publishedintheofficialnewspaperofthecityatleasttwoweeksbeforesuchelectionbythecityclerk, whoseduty
itistopreservesuchsampleballots.   

4.2.1. \[Repealed\].   

Ord. of11-14-1994; Ref. of1-24-2001; Ref. of11-6-2001; Ord. No. 23-05, § 2, 4-25-2023)  

Sec. 4.3. Procedure atelections.  

ConsistentwiththeprovisionsofthisCharterandapplicablestatestatutes, thecouncilmaybyordinance
furtherregulatetheconductofmunicipalelections. ExceptasotherwiseprovidedbythisCharterand
supplementaryordinances, generalstatestatutesonelectionsshallapplytomunicipalelections.   

Sec. 4.4. Special andadvisory elections except forelected office.  

Thecouncilmay, byresolution, orderanyspecialoradvisoryelectiondeemedappropriatebythecouncil, for
anyreason, andprovideallmeansforholdingit, exceptthatanyelectionsoorderedshallonlybeheldonthesame
dateasaregularmunicipalelection. Thissectiondoesnotapplytospecialelectionstofillvacanciesinmunicipal
offices.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 23-05, § 2, 4-25-2023)  

Sec. 4.5. Vacancy ofmunicipal elected office.  

4.5.1Intheeventthatavacancyinanelectedofficeofthecityoccurswith365daysormoreremaininginthe
termofthevacatedoffice, aspecialelectionshalloccuronthedateestablishedbythecitycouncilperMinn
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Stats. § 205.10, asthesamemayberevised, amendedorrecodified, toelectasuccessortoserveforthe
remainderoftheunexpiredtermoftheofficevacated.   

4.5.2Apersonelectedataspecialelectionheldpursuanttothissectiontofillthebalanceoftheunexpiredterm
shalltakeofficeimmediatelyafterbeingqualified.   

4.5.3Theprocedureatsuchelectionshallconformasnearlyaspracticabletothatprescribedforothermunicipal
electionsunderthisCharter.   

4.5.4Ifaspecialelectionhasbeencalledtofillavacancyinanelectedofficeofthecity, andnocandidatesfiledan
affidavitofcandidacypriortotheexpirationoftheperiodforfilinganaffidavitofcandidacy, thespecial
electionshallbecancelled. Intheeventthatsuchacancellationoccursthecouncilmay, byunanimousvote
ofallcurrentmembersofthecitycouncil, appointasuccessortoserveuntilasuccessorelectedataspecial
electionheldpursuanttothissectionisqualified. Ifasubsequentattempttoholdaspecialelectionwould
occurinthefourthyearofthevacantterm, nospecialelectionwouldbeheld. Thecouncilmayappointa
successoraccordingtosection4.5.6ofthisCharter.   

4.5.5Iftwoorfewercandidatesfileanaffidavitofcandidacy, thespecialprimaryelectionshallbecanceledand
thespecialgeneralelectionmaybemoveduptotheprimarydatewithcouncilapproval. Ifthisoptionis
utilized, itmustbenotedontheresolutioncallingforaspecialelection.   

4.5.6Inthecaseofavacancywherethereremainslessthan365daysintheunexpiredterm, thecouncilmay, by
unanimousvoteofallcurrentmembersofthecitycouncil, appointasuccessortoservefortheremainderof
saidterm.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 3), 11-23-2004; Ord. No. 09-18, § 2, 12-8-2009; Ord. No. 23-05, § 2,  
4-25-2023; Ord. No. 23-08, § 2, 9-26-2023)  

CHAPTER5. INITIATIVE, REFERENDUMANDRECALL

Sec. 5.1. Powers reserved bythepeople.  

ThepeopleoftheCityofRamseyreservetothemselvesthepowersinaccordancewiththeprovisionsofthis
Chartertoinitiateandadoptordinances, torequireordinancespassedbythecounciltobereferredtothe
electorateforapprovalordisapproval, andtorecallelectedpublicofficials. Thesepowersshallbecalledthe
initiative, thereferendum, andtherecall, respectively.   

Sec. 5.2. General provisions forpetitions.  

5.2.1Petitionforinitiativeandreferendum. Apetitionforinitiativeandreferendumprovidedforunderthis
chaptershallbesponsoredbyacommitteeoffiveregisteredvotersofthecitywhosenamesandaddresses
shallappearonthepetition. Apetitionmayconsistofoneormorepapers, buteachseparatelycirculated
papershallcontainatitshead, orattachedthereto, theinformationspecifiedinsection5.5or5.7which
apply, respectively, toinitiative, andreferendum. Eachsignershallbearegisteredvoterofthecityandshall
signhis/hernameandgivehis/herstreetaddress. Eachseparatepageofthepetitionshallhaveappendedto
itacertificatebythecirculator, verifiedbyoath, thateachsignatureappendedtheretowasmadeinhis/her
presencethatthecirculatorbelievesthemtobethegenuinesignatureofthepersonwhosenameitpurports
tobe. Thepersonmakingthecertificateshallbearesidentofthecityandregisteredtovote. Anyperson
whosenameappearsonapetitionmaywithdrawhis/hernamebyastatementinwritingfiledwiththecity
clerkbeforesaidcityclerkadvisesthecouncilofthesufficiencyofthepetition.   
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5.2.2Petitionforrecallofawardcouncilmember. Apetitionforrecallofacouncilmemberelectedfromaseparate
wardshallbesponsoredbyacommitteeoffiveregisteredvoterswhosenameandaddressesshallappearon
thepetitionandwhoresidewithinthewardrepresentedbythecouncilmember. Apetitionmayconsistof
oneormorepapers, buteachseparatelycirculatedpapershallcontainatitshead, orattachedthereto, the
informationspecifiedinsection5.8whichappliestorecall. Eachsignershallbearegisteredvoteroftheward
representedbythecouncilmembersubjecttotherecallandeachsignershallsignhis/hernameandgive
his/herstreetaddress. Eachseparatepageofthepetitionshallhaveappendedtoitacertificatebythe
circulator, verifiedbyoath, thateachsignatureappendedtheretowasmadeinhis/herpresenceandthatthe
circulatorbelievesthemtobethegenuinesignatureofthepersonwhosenameitpurportstobe. Theperson
makingthecertificateshallbearegisteredvoterofthewardrepresentedbythecouncilmembersubjectto
therecall. Anypersonwhosenameappearsonapetitionmaywithdrawhis/hernamebyastatementin
writingfiledwiththeclerk-administratorbeforesaidclerk-administrator advisesthecouncilofthesufficiency
ofthepetition.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 4), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 5.3. Determination ofsufficiency.  

Thecommitteeshallfilethecompletedpetitionintheofficeofthecityclerk. Therequirednumberof
signaturesforinitiativeandreferendumshallbeatleast20percentofthetotalnumberofregisteredvotersatthe
timeofthelastcity-wideelection. Therequirednumberofsignaturesforrecallofthemayororacouncilmember
electedatlargeshallbeatleast20percentofthetotalnumberofregisteredvotersinthecityatthetimeofthe
lastcity-wideelection. Therequirednumberofsignaturesforrecallofacouncilmemberelectedfromawardshall
beatleast20percentofthetotalnumberofregisteredvotersinthewardrepresentedbythecouncilmember
subjecttotherecallatthetimeofthelastcity-wideelection. Immediatelyuponreceiptofthepetition, theclerk- 
administratorshallexaminethepetitionastoitssufficiencyandreporttothecouncilwithintendays. Upon
receivingthereport, thecouncilshalldeterminebyresolutionthesufficiencyofthepetition.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 5), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 5.4. Disposition ofinsufficient orirregular petition.  

Ifthecouncildeterminesthatthepetitionisinsufficientorirregular, asdefinedinsections5.3and5.2
respectively, thecityclerkshalldeliveracopyofthepetition, togetherwithawrittenstatementofitsdefects, to
thesponsoringcommittee. Thecommitteeshallhave30daysinwhichtofileadditionalsignaturepapersand/orto
correctthepetitioninallotherparticulars, exceptthat, inthecaseofapetitionforrecall, thecommitteemaynot
changethestatementofthegroundsonwhichtherecallissought. Withinfivedaysofreceiptofthecorrected
petition, thecityclerkshallagainreporttothecouncil. Ifthecouncilfindsthatthepetitionisstillinsufficientor
irregular, thecityclerkshallfilethepetitioninhis/herofficeandnotifythesponsoringcommittee. Thefinalfinding
thatthepetitionisinsufficientorirregularshallnotprejudicethefilingofanewpetitionforthesamepurpose, nor
shallitpreventthecouncilfromreferringthesubjectmatterofthepetitiontothevotersatthenextregularor
specialelection.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 5.5. Initiative.  

Anyordinancemaybeproposedbyapetitionwhichshallstateattheheadofeachpageorattachedthereto
theexacttextoftheproposedordinance. Ifthecouncilpassestheproposedordinancewithamendments, anda
majorityofthesponsoringcommitteedonotdisapprovetheamendedformbyastatementfiledwiththecityclerk
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withintendaysofitspassagebythecouncil, theordinanceneednotbesubmittedtothevoters. Ifthecouncilfails
toenacttheordinanceinaformacceptabletothemajorityofthesponsoringcommitteewithin60daysafterthe
finaldeterminationofsufficiencyofthepetition, theordinanceasoriginallyproposedshallbeplacedontheballot
atthenextelectionoccurringinthecity. Ifnoelectionistooccurwithin120daysafterthefilingofthepetition,  
thecouncilshallcallaspecialelectionontheordinancetobeheldwithinsuchperiod.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 5.6. Initiative toamend theCharter.  

NothinginthisChartershallbeconstruedinanywayasaffectingtherightoftheelectorstopropose
amendmentstothisCharter.   

Ref. of12-6-2001)  

Sec. 5.7. Referendum.  

Priortothedateanordinancetakeseffect, itmaybesubjectedtoreferendumbyapetitionwhichshallstate
attheheadofeachpage, orattachedthereto, theexacttextoftheordinancetobeconsideredbythevoters. Ifthe
petitionisfoundtobesufficientundertheprovisionsofsection5.3ofthischapter, thesaidordinanceshall
therebybepreventedfromgoingintooperation, andthesubjectmatterofthepetitionshallbeplacedonthe
ballotatthenextelectionoccurringinthecity. Ifnoelectionistooccurwithin120daysafterthefilingofthe
petition, thecouncilshallcallaspecialelectiontobeheldwithinsuchperiod, providingthepetitionhasbeen
foundtobesufficient. Ifamajorityofthevotersvotingthereonvotefortheordinancecontainedinthepetition, it
shalltakeeffectimmediatelyuponcertificationoftheelectionresultsbythecouncil.   

Sec. 5.8. Recall.  

Considerationbytheelectorateoftherecallofanyelectedofficerofthecitymaybeinitiatedbypetition.  
Thepetitionshallstateattheheadofeachpage, orattachedthereto, acertificatestatingthenameoftheofficer
whoseremovalissought, thegroundsforrecall, whichshallbemalfeasance, misfeasanceornonfeasanceinoffice,  
isnotmorethan250words, andtheintentionofthesponsoringcommitteetobringabouttheofficer'srecall. Such
petitionshallbefiledinthecityclerk'sofficepriortocirculation. Ifthepetitionoramendedpetitionisfound
sufficientundertheprovisionsofsection5.3ofthischapter, thecityclerkshalltransmitittothecouncilwithout
delay, andshallalsoofficiallynotifythepersonsoughttoberecalledofthesufficiencyofthepetitionandofthe
pendingaction. Thecouncilshall, atitsnextmeeting, byresolution, providefortheholdingofaspecialrecall
electionwithinninetydaysaftersuchmeeting, thecouncilmay, initsdiscretionprovidefortheholdingofthe
recallvoteatthattime. Ifthespecialrecallelectioninvolvesacouncilmemberelectedfromaseparateward, the
specialrecallelectionshallbeconductedonlywithinthewardofsuchcouncilmember. Ifthespecialrecallelection
involvesthemayororacouncilmember whoiselectedatlarge, theelectionshallbeacity-wideelection. Thecity
clerkshallincludewiththepublishednoticeoftheelectionthestatementofthegroundsfortherecalland, also, in
notmorethan500words, theansweroftheofficerconcernedinjustificationofhis/hercourseofoffice. Ifa
vacancyoccursduetorecallelection, section4.5shallapplytofillsuchvacancy.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 6), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 5.9. Majority voter turnout.  

NoballotquestionconsideredatageneralorspecialelectionpursuanttoChartersections5.5Initiative, 5.7
Referendumor5.8Recallshallbedeemedapprovedbythevotersunlessattheelection:   
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1. Amajorityoftheregisteredvotersatthetimeofthelastcitywideelectionvoteontheballotquestion;  
and

2. Amajorityofthepersonsvoting, voteinfavoroftheballotquestions.   

CHAPTER6. ADMINISTRATIONOFCITYAFFAIRS

Sec. 6.1. Administrative responsibility.  

Thecouncil, asabody, shallberesponsiblefortheadministrationofthecity. Thecouncilshallappointan
administrativeofficertoassistintheadministrationofcityaffairs. ForpurposesofreferenceinthisCharter, this
administrativeofficershallbereferredtoasthecityadministrator.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 6.2. Administrative organization.  

6.2.1Thecouncilmaybyordinanceestablishcitydepartments, officesandagenciesandprescribetheirfunctions.  
NopowerordutyconferredbythisCharteruponaparticularofficeoragencyshallbetransferredtoany
other.   

6.2.2Thecitycouncilshallbyresolutionhireorremoveheadsofdepartments, andsuchotherfutureofficersand
personnelasmayberequiredtooperatethecityefficiently. Thecouncilshalldeterminethequalifications
thereofandprescribethedutiestobeperformedbyeach, exceptasotherwiseprescribedinthisCharter.   

6.2.3Theheadsofdepartmentsandotherofficersdesignatedbythecouncilshallreportinpersontothecouncil
andtothepublicatleastonceeachquarterataregularlyscheduledcouncilmeeting.   

Sec. 6.3. Dutiesofthecityadministrator.  

Thecityadministratorshallbethechiefadministrativeofficerforthecouncil. Thecouncilshallestablishby
resolution, thepowersdutiesandreportingrequirementsofthecityadministrator.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 6.4. Purchases andcontracts.  

Allpurchasesshallbemadeandallcontractsletbythecouncil. Contractsshallbemadeincompliancewith
theuniformcontractinglaw, andwhenevercompetitivebidsarerequired, thecontractshallbelettothelowest
responsiblebidder. Allcontracts, bondsandinstrumentsofanykindtowhichthecityisapartyshallbesignedby
themayorandthecityadministratoronbehalfofthecityandshallbeexecutedinthenameofthecity. The
councilmaybyordinanceadoptfurtherregulationsforthemakingofbidsandthelettingofcontracts.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 6.5. Subordinate officers.  

Thereshallbeacityclerkandsuchotherofficerssubordinate tothecityadministratorasthecitycouncil
maycreatebyordinance. Thecityclerk, subjecttothedirectionofthecityadministrator, shallkeepthepublic
records, andshallhaveotherdutiesasthecityadministratorshallprescribe. Inaddition, thecityclerkshallhave
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otherpowersanddutiesimposedbystatelaw, thisCharter, cityordinanceandcityresolution. TheCouncilmayby
ordinanceabolishofficeswhichhavebeencreatedbyordinance, andmaybyresolution, abolishofficeswhichhave
beencreatedbyresolution. Itmaycombinethedutiesofvariousofficesasitmayseefit.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

CHAPTER7. TAXATIONANDFINANCES

Sec. 7.1. Council tocontrol finances.  

Thecouncilshallhavefullauthorityoverthefinancialaffairsofthecityexceptaslimitedorprohibitedbythe
stateconstitution, statelaws, orthisCharter. Itshallprovideforthecollectionofallrevenuesandotherassets,  
andtheauditingandsettlementofaccounts. Itshallfurtherprovideforthesafekeepinganddisbursementof
publicmoneys.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.2. Fiscal year.  

Thefiscalyearofthecityshallbethecalendaryear.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.3. System oftaxation.  

Subjecttothestateconstitution, andexceptasforbiddenbyit, orbystatestatutes, thecouncilshallhavefull
powertoprovidebyordinanceforasystemoflocaltaxation. Thisauthorityincludesthepowerbyordinanceto
assess, levy, andcollecttaxesonallsubjectsorobjectsoftaxationexceptaslimitedorprohibitedbythestate
constitution, bythisCharterorbystatestatutesimposingrestrictionuponthecity, irrespectiveofCharter
provisions.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.4. Submission ofbudget.  

7.4.1Annually, thecityadministratorshallsubmittothecouncilthebudgetrecommendations inaccordancewith
abudgetcalendartobeestablishedbyresolution. Thebudgetshallprovideacompletefinancialplanforall
cityfundsandactivitiesfortheensuingfiscalyearand, exceptasrequiredbystatestatutesorthisCharter,  
shallbeinsuchformasthecouncilmayrequire. Itshallincludeasummaryandshowindetailallestimated
incomeandallproposedexpenditures, includingdebtserviceandcomparativefiguresforthecurrentfiscal
year, actualandestimated, andtheprecedingyear. Inadditiontoshowingproposedexpendituresfor
currentoperations, itshallshowproposedcapitalexpenditurestobemadeduringtheyearandthe
proposedmethodoffinancingeachsuchcapitalexpenditure. Thetotalproposedoperatingbudgettobe
providedfromthepropertytaxshallnotexceedtheamountsauthorizedbystatestatutesandthisCharter.  
Consistentwiththeseprovisions, thebudgetshallcontainsuchinformationandbeintheformprescribedby
ordinanceandbystatestatutes. TheAnnualFinancialStatementshallbeinsuchformasstatestatutes, this
Charterorthecouncilmayprescribe.   
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7.4.2Foreachutilityoperatedbythecity, itsbudgetshallshowanticipatednetsurplusordeficitandtheproposed
methodofitsdisposition; andsubsidiarybudgetsforeachutilitygivingincomeandexpenditureinformation
shallbeincludedorattachedasappendices.   

Ord. of3-25-1994; Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 7.5. Long-termfinancial plan.  

7.5.1Thecitycouncilshallhavepreparedalong-termfinancialplanofatleastfiveyears. Thisinformationshallbe
revisedandextendedeachyear. Thecitycouncilshallholdanannualpublichearingonthelong-term
financialplanandadoptitbyresolutionwithorwithoutamendment. Thefinancialplan, atminimum, shall
consistofthreeelementsasspecifiedinsections7.5.2through7.5.4whichfollow.   

7.5.2Thepublicserviceprogram. Theprogramshallbeacontinuingfive-yearplanforallpublicservices,  
estimatingfutureneedsforthepublichealth, safetyandwelfareofthecity. Itshallmeasuretheobjectives
andneedsforeachcitydepartment, thestandardofservicesdesired, andtheimpactofeachsuchserviceon
theannualoperatingbudget.   

7.5.3Thecapitalimprovementprogram. Thisprogramshallconsistofprojectsandfacilitiesthatareorwillbe
neededbythecityincarryingouttheanticipatedprogramofpublicservices. Itshallincludealistofall
capitalimprovementsproposedtobeundertakenduringthenextfivefiscalyears, withappropriate
supportinginformationastothenecessityforsuchimprovements; thepriorityofeachanticipated
improvement; costestimate, methodoffinancingandrecommendedtimescheduleforeachsuch
improvement; andtheestimatedannualcostofoperatingandmaintainingthefacilitiestobeconstructedor
acquired. Thisinformationshallberevisedandextendedeachyearforcapitalimprovementsstillpendingor
inprocess.   

7.5.4Fiveyearfinancialforecast. Thisforecastshalldetailtheestimatedrevenueandexpendituresnecessaryto
carryoutthepublicserviceandcapitalimprovementprogramsasdescribedinsections7.5.2and7.5.3. In
addition, theforecastwillidentifyfinancingsourcesanduses, cashflowprojections, andfinancialpolicies
thatimpactoexercisecontroloverrevenuesandexpenditures.   

7.5.5Asummaryofthelong-termfinancialplanshallbepublishedinthecitynewsletterannually.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.6. Council actiononbudget.  

7.6.1Thebudgetpublichearingdates, procedurestobefollowedduringthehearing: andpublicationsare
establishedbystatestatute. However, theactualadoptionoftheproposedannualbudgetandthemunicipal
levyshalltakeplaceatthenextregularly; scheduledcouncilmeetingfollowingthemandatedpublic
hearing(s) toensurethatcommentsreceivedduringthepublichearing(s) aregivendueconsiderationbefore
thefinalbudgetandmunicipaltaxlevyareadopted. Thecouncilmayrevisetheproposebudgetbutno
amendmenttothebudgetshallincreasetheauthorizedexpenditurestoaamountgreaterthanthe
estimatedfundsavailable. Thecouncilshalladoptthebudgetbyaresolutionthatshallsetforththetotalfor
eachbudgetedfundandeachdepartmentfunctionorprogram, withsuchsegregationastoobjectsand
purposeofexpendituresasthecouncildeemsnecessaryforpurposesofbudgetcontrol. Thecouncilshall
alsoadoptaresolutionlevyingtheamountoftaxesprovidedinthebudget, andthecityadministratorshall
certifythetaxresolutiontothecountyauditorinaccordancewithstatelaw. Adoptionofthebudget
resolutionshallconstituteappropriationsatthebeginningofthefiscalyearofthesumsfixedinthe
resolutionoftheseveralpurposesnamed.   
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7.6.2Atleasttwoweeksbeforetheproposedbudgetisadopted, fortheensuingfiscalyear, asummaryofthe
proposedbudgetandmunicipallevyincreasesanddecreasesshallbegiveninthecitynewsletter. Such
summaryshallbesetforthinlanguagedesignedtobereadilyunderstoodbythelayperson, andshallprovide
appropriatesupportinginformationastothenecessityforanyincreases. Failuretoprovidethespecified
summarywillnotinvalidatethebudget. Asummaryoftheadoptedfinalbudgetshallbeprintedinthecity
newsletterassoonasispracticalaftertheadoption.   

Ord. of3-25-1994; Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 7.7. Enforcement ofthebudget.  

7.7.1Thecitycouncilshallenforcetheprovisionsofthebudget. Itshallapproveandauthorizepaymentsofbills, at
eachregularlyscheduledcouncilmeeting, thathavebeenpresentedforpayment, supportedbyanitemized
bill, payrolltimesheet, orotherdocumentapprovedandsignedbytheresponsiblecityofficerwhovouches
foritscorrectnessandreasonableness. Billsthatareofanongoingoperatingnature, havebeenappropriated
inthebudget, andbeenapprovedbytheresponsiblecityofficer, maybepaidpriortoregularcouncil
meetingstoavoidlatepenaltiesortotakeadvantageofavailablediscounts. Otherpaymentsmayoccurin
theeventitisunreasonableoruntimelytoobtaincouncilapprovalforfundinganemergencyorunforeseen
expenditurewhichisnecessaryfortheroutineoperationofthecityasdirectedbycouncilinapurchasing
policywhichshallbeadoptedbyordinance.   

7.7.2Anyobligationincurredbyanypersonintheemployofthecityforanypurposenotauthorizedinthebudget
resolution, orforanyamountinexcessoftheamountauthorized, shallbeapersonalobligationuponthe
personincurringtheobligationandsuchpersonwillbesubjecttoappropriatedisciplinaryorcriminalaction.  
Nocheckshallbeissuedortransfermadetoanyaccountotherthanoneownedbythecityuntiltheclaimto
whichitrelateshasbeensupportedbyanitemizedbill, payroll, timesheetorotherdocumentapprovedand
signedbytheresponsiblecityofficerwhovouchesforitscorrectnessandreasonableness.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.8. Alterations tothebudget.  

Afterthebudgetresolutionhasbeenadopted, thecouncilshallnotincreasetheamountsfixedinthe
resolutionbeyondtheestimatedfundsavailableexcepttotheextentthatactualreceiptsexceedtheestimated
fundsavailable. Atanytime, thecouncilmay, byresolutionapprovedbyafour-fifthsvoteofitsmembers, reduce
thesumsappropriatedforanypurposebythebudgetresolution, orauthorizethetransferofsumsfrom
unencumberedbalancesofappropriations inthebudgetresolutiontootherpurposes.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.9. Funds.  

Thereshallbemaintainedinthecitytreasuryageneralfundandsuchotherfundsasmayberequiredby
statestatutes, resolutionorordinance. Thecouncilshall, byresolutionorordinance, createandabolishfundsand
shalldefinewhichfundsareeligibleforinterfundloansasitmaydeemnecessaryandappropriate.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  
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Sec. 7.10. City indebtedness.  

7.10.1 Exceptasprovidedinsections7.11and7.12, noobligationshallbeissuedtopaycurrentexpenses, but
thecouncilmayissueandsellobligationsforanyothermunicipalpurposeinaccordancewithstatestatutes
andwithinthelimitationsprescribedbylaw. Exceptinthecaseofobligationsforwhichanelectionisnot
requiredbythisCharterorstatestatutes, nosuchobligationshallbeissuedandsoldwithouttheapprovalof
themajorityofthevotersvotingonthequestionatageneralorspecialelection.   

7.10.2 Adescriptionofeachsuchproposedissueshallbepublishedinthecitynewsletter, butfailuretopublish
suchdescription, oranydefectinthedescription, shallnotinvalidatetheissue. However, correctionsshallbe
publishedattheearliestpracticaltime.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.11. Taxanticipation certificates.  

AtanytimeafterJanuary1, thecouncilmayissuetaxanticipationcertificatesinanticipationofstateand
federalaidsandthecollectionoftaxesleviedthepreviousyearforanyfundandnotyetcollected. Thetotal
amountofcertificates issuedagainstanyfundforanyyeartogetherwithinterestthereonuntilmaturityshallnot
exceed90percentofthetotalstateandfederalaidsandcurrenttaxesduetothefundanduncollectedatthetime
ofissuance. Suchcertificatesshallbeissuedonsuchtermsandconditionsasthecouncilmaydetermine, butthey
shallbecomeduenolaterthanApril1oftheyearfollowingtheirissuance. Theproceedsofthetaxleviedandsuch
stateorfederalaidsasthegoverningbodymayhaveallocatedforthefundagainstwhichtaxanticipation
certificatesareissued, andthefullfaithandcreditofthecityshallbeirrevocablypledgedfortheredemptionof
thecertificates.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.12. Emergency debtcertificates.  

7.12.1 Ifinanyyear, thereceiptfromtaxesorothersourcesshould, forsomeunforeseencause, become
insufficientfortheordinaryexpensesofthecity, orifanycalamityorotherpublicemergencynecessitates
themakingofextraordinary expenditures, thecouncilmaybyordinanceissueonsuchtermsandinsuch
mannerasthecouncildetermines, emergencydebtcertificatestorunnotinexcessofthreeyears. Atax
sufficienttopayprincipalandinterestonsuchcertificateswiththemarginrequiredbylawshallbeleviedas
requiredbylaw. Theordinanceauthorizingtheissueoftheemergencydebtcertificatesshallstatethenature
oftheemergencyandbeapprovedbyatleastfourmembersofthecouncil. Itmaybepassedbyemergency
ordinanceasdefinedinsection3.6exceptthattheordinanceshallbeenactedbyafour-fifthsvoteofthe
council.   

7.12.2 Adescriptionofeachsuchproposedcertificateshallbepublishedinthecitynewsletter, butfailureto
publishsuchdescription, oranydefectinthedescription, shallnotinvalidatethecertificate. However,  
correctionsshallbepublishedattheearliestpracticaltime.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

CHAPTER8. PUBLICIMPROVEMENTSANDSPECIALASSESSMENTS
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Sec. 8.1. Power tomake improvements andlevyassessments.  

Thecitymaymakeanytypeoflocalimprovementnotforbiddenbylawandlevyspecialassessmentstopay
allorpartofthecostofsuchlocalimprovements. Thetotaloftheassessmentsforanylocalimprovementmaynot
exceedthecostofthelocalimprovement, plusallcostsandexpensesconnectedtherewith, includinginterest. No
assessmentshallexceedthebenefittothepropertyassessedasmeasuredbytheincreaseinthemarketvalueof
thepropertyassessedasaresultofthelocalimprovement.   

Ord. of1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.2. Application ofCharter.  

AlllocalimprovementprojectsshallbecarriedoutexclusivelyundertheprovisionsofthisCharter. Theterm
localimprovement" asusedinthissectionshallmeanapublicimprovement financedpartlyorwhollyfrom

specialassessments.   

Ord. of1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.3. Assessments forservices.  

Thecouncilmayprovidebyordinancethatthecostofthecityservicestostreets, sidewalks, orotherpublic
orprivatepropertymaybeassessedagainstpropertybenefitedandmaybecollectedinthesamemanneras
specialassessments.   

Ord. of1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.4. Local improvement procedure.  

Whenthecityundertakesanylocalimprovementtowhichthestatelocalimprovement code, Minn. Stats.  
chapter429applies, itshallcomplywiththeprovisionsofthatlaw, exceptasmodifiedbelow. Thecouncilmayby
ordinanceprescribetheproceduretobefollowedinmakinganyotherlocalimprovementandlevyingassessments
therefor.   

8.4.1Sixty-daywaitingperiod. Aperiodof60daysshallelapseaftertheconclusionofthepublichearing
requiredbylawtoprecedetheorderingoftheconstructionofalocalimprovementproject (the "public
hearing") beforetheactualorderingofthelocalimprovementbythecouncilandthecouncilentering
intoacontractforthelocalimprovementconstruction.   

8.4.2Percentageofownersrequired. Whenthelocalimprovementhasbeenpetitionedforbytheownersof
notlessthan50percentinfrontageoftherealpropertyabuttingonstreetsnamedinthepetitionas
thelocationofthelocalimprovement theresolutionorderingthelocalimprovementbythecouncil
maybeapprovedbyvoteofamajorityofallmembersofthecouncil. Whentherehasbeennosuch
petition, theresolutionmaybeadoptedonlybyvoteoffour-fifthsofallmembersofthecouncil.   

8.4.3Petitionagainstthelocalimprovement. Aproposedlocalimprovementmaybeinitiatedbypetitionof
theownersofrealpropertyabuttingonthestreetsnamedinthepetition. If, within30daysofthe
conclusionofthepublichearing, apetitionagainstsuchlocalimprovement isfiledwiththecity
administratorwhichpetitionissignedbyapercentageoftheownersofrealpropertyabuttingonthe
streetsnamedintheinitiatingpetitionasthelocationoftheimprovementwhichpercentageisgreater
thanthepercentageofownersofrealpropertywhosignedtheinitiatingpetition, thecouncilshallnot
makesuchlocalimprovementattheexpenseoftheabuttingpropertyowners. Forpurposesofthe
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foregoingsentence, "ownersofrealproperty" shallnotincludeownersofpropertieszonedfor
commercialorindustrialusesorownersofpropertieszonedresidentialgreaterthantenacresinsize
basedonzoningclassificationsineffectatthedateofsuchpetition, orownersofnon-homesteadreal
propertygreaterthanoneacreinsize.   

8.4.4Counterpetitioninfavoroftheimprovement. Ifwithin30daysofthefilingwiththecityadministrator
ofapetitionagainstthelocalimprovementasdescribedinsection8.4.3above, thereisfiledwiththe
cityadministratorapetitioninfavorofthelocalimprovement, signedbyownersofrealproperty
abuttingonthestreetsnamedintheinitiatingpetitionasthelocationoftheimprovement, ina
percentagegreaterthanthepercentofownersofrealpropertywhosignedthepetitionagainstthe
localimprovement, theninsucheventthecouncilmaydisregardthepetitionagainstthelocal
improvementandproceedwiththelocalimprovement.   

8.4.5Petitionagainstcouncilinitiatedimprovement. Ifthelocalimprovementwasinitiatedbycouncil
resolutionwithoutaninitiatingpetitionand, within60daysoftheconclusionofthepublichearing, a
petitionisfiledwiththecityadministratoragainstsuchlocalimprovementandwhichpetitionissigned
by60percentormoreoftheownersofrealpropertyproposedtobeassessedforandbenefitedbythe
localimprovement, thecouncilshallnotmakesuchlocalimprovementattheexpenseofthebenefited
propertyowners. Forpurposesoftheforegoingsentence, "ownersofrealproperty" shallnotinclude
ownersofpropertieszonedforcommercialorindustrialusesorownersofpropertieszonedresidential
greaterthantenacresinsizebasedonzoningclassifications ineffectatthedateofsuchpetition, or
ownersofnon-homesteadrealpropertygreaterthanoneacreinsize.   

8.4.6Withdrawalofnamefrompetition. Anypersonwhosenameappearsonapetitiontothecouncilin
favorofalocalimprovement, oronapetitiontothecouncilfiledagainstalocalimprovement, may
withdrawhis/hernamebyastatementinwritingfiledwiththecityadministratorbeforesuchpetition
ispresentedtothecouncilorinpersonatacitycouncilmeetingbeforethecitycouncilacceptssaid
petition.   

8.4.7Filingofpetitionwithcitycouncil. Allcompletedpetitionsfiledwiththecityadministratorasdescribed
hereinshallbepresentedtothecouncilbythecityadministratoratthecouncil'snextregularly
scheduledmeeting.   

8.4.8Oneyearbeforeanyfurtheraction. Whenaproposedlocalimprovement isdisallowedpursuanttothe
petitionprocessdescribedintheforegoingsections, thecouncilshallnotvoteonthesame
improvementwithinaperiodofoneyearafterthepublichearingonsaidimprovement.   

Ord. of1-25-1993; Ord. No. 06-22, § 2, 7-5-2006; Ord. No. 12-08, § 2, 6-26-2012; Ord. No. 14-07, § 2, 8-11-2014)  

Sec. 8.5. Computation oftime.  

WheretheperformanceordoingofanyactormatterisrequiredbythisCharter, andtheperiodoftimeis
prescribedandfixedbythisCharter, thetimeshallbecomputedsoastoexcludethefirstandincludethelastday
oftheprescribedorfixedperiodoftime. WhenthelastdayoftheperiodfallsonaSaturday, Sunday, oralegal
holiday, thatdayshallbeomittedfromthecomputation.   

Ord. of1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.6. Sewer andwater projects.  

ThissectionappliestoanylocalimprovementprojectcompletedafterJanuary1, 1996, whichincludes
extendingurbanservices (sewerand/orwater) toanexistinghomeorneighborhood.   
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8.6.1Connectionpolicy. Thecitymaynotcompelanypropertyownerwithafunctionalprivatesewerand
watersystemtoconnecttocitysewerand/orwater.   

8.6.2Assessmentpolicy. Thecitymaynotlevyanassessmentforanycomponentofanyprojectwhich
includessewerand/orwaterimprovementsagainstapropertywhoseownerelectstoremainona
functionalprivatesewerand/orwatersystem.   

8.6.3Requestforurbanservices. Propertyownerswhoremainonprivatesewerandwatersystemsafter
urbanservicesbecomeavailablemayrequestconnectiontourbanservicesatanytime. Upon
connectiontourbanservicesanassessmentmaybeleviedprovideditisconsistentwiththeoriginal
assessment.   

Ref. of5-20-1996; Ord. of1-24-2001)  

CHAPTER9. EMINENTDOMAIN

Sec. 9.1. Acquisition ofproperty.  

Thecitymayacquirebypurchase, gift, condemnation, orotherwise, anyproperty, eitherwithinorwithout
itsboundaries, thatmaybeneededbythecityforanypublicpurpose. Inacquiringpropertybyexercisingthe
powerofeminentdomain, thecityshallproceedaccordingtoMinnesotaStatutes, chapter117 \[Minn. Stats. ch.  
117\], orotherapplicablelaws.   

CHAPTER10. FRANCHISES

Sec. 10.1. \[Required.\]  

Exceptasotherwiseprovidedbystatestatutes, noperson, firmorcorporationshallplaceormaintainany
permanentorsemi-permanentfixturesin, over, uponorunderanystreetorpublicplaceforthepurposeof
operatingapublicutility, orforanyotherpurpose, withoutafranchisethereforfromthecity. Afranchiseshallbe
grantedonlybyordinance, whichshallnotbeanemergencyordinance. Noexclusivefranchiseshallbegranted
unlesstheproposedordinanceissubmittedtothevotersofthecityfollowingapublichearingandapprovedbyat
leastamajorityofthosevotingthereon. Everyordinancegrantingafranchiseshallcontainallthetermsand
conditionsofthefranchise. Thegranteeshallbearthecostsofpublicationofthefranchiseordinanceandshall
makeasufficientdepositwiththecityclerktoguaranteepublicationbeforetheordinanceispassed.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 10.2. Term.  

Noperpetualfranchiseorprivilegeshallbecreated, norshallanyexclusivefranchiseorprivilegebegranted
foraperiodofmorethan25years.   

Sec. 10.3. Public hearing.  

Beforeanyfranchiseordinanceisadoptedoranyrates, fares, orpricestobechargedbyapublicutilityare
fixedbythecouncil, thecouncilshallholdapublichearingonthematter. Noticeofsuchhearingshallbepublished
atleastonceinthecitynewsletterandintheofficialnewspapernotlessthantendayspriortothedateofthe
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hearing. Failuretopublishsaidnoticeoranydefectinsaidnoticeshallnotinvalidatethenotice. However,  
correction(s) mustbepublishedattheearliestpracticaltime.   

Sec. 10.4. Powerofregulation reserved.  

Subjecttoanyapplicablestatestatutes, thecouncilmaybyordinancereasonablyregulateandcontrolthe
exerciseofanyfranchise, includingthemaximumrates, fares, orpricestobechargedbythegrantee. Nofranchise
valueshallbeincludedinthevaluationofthegrantee'spropertyinregulatingutilityrates, fares, orpricesunder
anyapplicablestateormunicipallaw, orregulation, orinproceedingsformunicipalacquisitionofthegrantee's
propertybypurchaseoreminentdomain.   

Sec. 10.5. Renewals orextensions.  

Everyextension, renewal, ormodificationofanyexistingfranchise, orofanyfranchisegrantedthereafter,  
shallbesubjecttothesamelimitationsandshallbegrantedinthesamemannerasanewfranchise.   

CHAPTER11. PUBLICOWNERSHIPANDOPERATIONOFUTILITIES

Sec. 11.1. Acquisition andoperation ofutilities.  

Thecitymayownandoperateanygas, water, heat, power, light, telephoneorotherpublicutilityfor
supplyingitsownneedsforutilityservice, orforsupplyingutilityservicetoprivateconsumersorboth. Itmay
constructallfacilitiesreasonablyneededforthatpurpose, andmayacquireanyexistingutilitypropertiesso
needed; butsuchactionshallonlybetakenbyordinance, whichshallnotbeanemergencyordinance. The
operationofallpublicutilitiesownedbythecityshallbeunderthesupervisionofthecitycouncil.   

Sec. 11.2. Ratesandfinances.  

Thecouncilmay, byordinance, fixrates, faresandpricesformunicipalutilities, butsuchrates, faresand
pricesshallbejustandreasonable. Thecouncilshallmakeeachmunicipalutilityfinanciallyselfsustaining. Before
anyrates, faresorpricesformunicipalutilitiesshallbefixedbythecouncil, thecouncilshallholdapublichearing
onthematterinaccordancewithsection11.6ofthischapter. Thecouncilshallprescribethetimeandthemanner
inwhichpaymentsforallsuchutilityservicesshallbemade, andmaymakesuchotherregulationsasmaybe
necessary, andprescribepenaltiesforviolationsofsuchregulations.   

Sec. 11.3. Purchase inbulk.  

Thecouncilmay, inlieuofprovidingforthelocalproductionofgas, electricity, waterandotherutilities,  
purchasethesameinbulkandresellthemtolocalconsumersatsuchratesasitmayfix. Beforesuchratesare
fixedbythecouncil, thecouncilshallholdapublichearingonthematterinaccordancewithsection11.6ofthis
chapter.   

Sec. 11.4. Leaseofplant.  

Thecouncilmay, ifthepublicinterestwillbeservedthereby, contractwithanyresponsibleperson, co- 
partnershiporcorporationfortheoperationofanyutilityownedbythecityuponsuchrentalsandconditionsasit
maydeemnecessary; butsuchcontractshallnotbeanemergencyordinance. Innocaseshallsuchcontractbefor
alongertermthantenyears.   
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Sec. 11.5. Publicutility.  

Howsold. Nopublicutilityownedbythecityshallbesoldorotherwisedisposedofbythecityunlessthefull
termsofthepropositionofsaidsaleorotherdispositionthereof, togetherwiththepricetobepaidtherefor, shall
beembodiedinanordinanceapprovedbyamajorityoftheregisteredvotersvotingthereonatageneralorspecial
election. Beforesuchordinanceissubmittedtoavote, thecouncilshallholdapublichearingonthematterin
accordancewithsection11.6ofthischapter.   

Sec. 11.6. Noticeofpublichearing.  

Noticeofpublichearingrequiredbythischaptershallbepublishedatleastonceintheofficialnewspaper
andinthecitynewsletteratleasttendayspriortothedateofthehearing. Failuretopublishsaidnoticeorany
defectinsaidnoticeshallnotinvalidatethenotice. However, thecorrection(s) mustbepublishedattheearliest
practicaltime.   

CHAPTER12. MISCELLANEOUSANDTRANSITORYPROVISIONS

Sec. 12.1. Official publication.  

Thecouncilshallannuallydesignatealegalnewspaperofgeneralcirculationinthecityasitsofficial
newspaper inwhichshallbepublishedordinancesandothermattersrequiredbystatestatutesandthisCharterto
besopublished, aswellassuchothermattersasthecouncilmaydeemitinthepublicinteresttohavepublished
inthismanner.   

Sec. 12.2. Oathofoffice.  

Everyofficerofthecityshall, beforeenteringuponthedutiesofhis/heroffice, takeandsubscribeanoathof
officeinsubstantially thefollowingform: "Idosolemnlyswear (oraffix:) tosupporttheconstitutionoftheUnited
Statesandofthisstateandtodischargefaithfullythedutiesdevolvinguponmeas (mayor, councilmember, city
administrator, etc.) oftheCityofRamseytothebestofmyjudgmentandability".   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 12.3. Cityofficers nottobeinterested incontracts.  

Exceptasotherwisepermittedbystatestatutes, noofficerofthecity, whoisauthorizedtotakepartinany
mannerinanycontractwiththecity, shallvoluntarilyhaveapersonalfinancialinterestinsuchcontractor
personallybenefitfinanciallytherefrom.   

Sec. 12.4. Official bonds.  

Thecityadministratorandothersuchofficersoremployeesofthecityasmaybeprovidedforbyordinance
shalleach, beforeenteringuponthedutiesofhis/herrespectiveofficeoremployment, giveacorporatesurety
bondtothecityinsuchformandsuchamountasmaybefixedbythecouncilassecurityforthefaithful
performanceofhis/herofficialduties. Thiscorporatesuretybondmaybeintheformofeitherindividualor
blanketbondsatthediscretionofthecouncil. Theyshallbeapprovedbythecouncil, andapprovedastoformby
thecityattorney, andfiledwiththecityadministrator. Thepremiumsonthebondsshallbepaidbythecity.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  
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Sec. 12.5. Salesofrealproperty.  

Norealpropertyofthecity, withtheexceptionofcemeteryplots, shallbedisposedofexceptbyordinance.  
Theproceedsofanysaleofsuchpropertyshallbeusedasfaraspossibletoretireanyoutstandingindebtedness
incurredbythecityinthepurchase, construction, orimprovementofthisorotherpropertyusedforthesame
publicpurpose. Ifthereisnosuchoutstandingindebtedness, thecouncilmaybyresolutiondesignatesomeother
publicusefortheproceeds.   

Sec. 12.6. Vacation ofstreets.  

Thecouncilmaybyordinancevacateanystreetoralleyorotherpublicgroundsorpartthereofwithinthe
city. Suchvacationmaybemadeonlyafterpublishednoticeintheofficialnewspaperandanopportunityfor
affectedpropertyownerandpublictobeheard, anduponsuchfurthertermsandbysuchprocedureasthecouncil
byordinancemayprescribe. Anoticeofcompletionofsuchprocedureshallbefiledinaccordancewithstate
statutes.   

Sec. 12.7. Statutes notaffected byCharter.  

Allgenerallawsandstatutesofthestateapplicabletoallcitiesoperatingunderhomerulecharters, or
applicabletocitiesofthesameclassastheCityofRamseyoperatingunderhomerulecharters, andnot
inconsistentwiththeprovisionsofthisCharter, ortheordinancesofthiscity, shallapplytotheCityofRamsey, and
shallbeconstruedassupplementary totheprovisionofthisCharter.   

Sec. 12.8. Citytosucceed torightsandobligations offormer city.  

Thecityshallsucceedtoallproperty, rights, andprivileges, andshallbesubjecttoalllegalobligationsofthe
formercity.   

Sec. 12.9. Existing ordinances andresolutions continued.  

Allordinances, resolutionsandregulationsofthemunicipality inforcewhenthisChartertakeseffect, and
notinconsistentwiththeprovisionsthereof, areherebycontinuedinfullforceandeffectuntilamendedor
repealed.   

Sec. 12.10. Officers tocontinue forpresent terms.  

AllelectiveandappointiveofficersofthecityholdingofficeontheeffectivedateofthisChartershall
continueinofficeforthetermstowhichtheywereelectedorappointed, anduntiltheirsuccessorsshallhavebeen
electedorappointedandhavequalified.   

Sec. 12.11. Pending condemnations andassessments.  

AnycondemnationorassessmentproceedinginprogresswhenthisChartertakeseffectshallbecontinued
andcompletedunderthestatestatutesunderwhichsuchproceedingwasbegun. Allassessmentsmadebythe
municipalitypriortothetimewhenthisChartertakeseffectshallbecollected, andthelienthereofenforcedinthe
samemannerasifthisCharterhadnotbeenadopted.   
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Sec. 12.12. Ordinances tomake Charter effective.  

Thecouncilshallbyordinance, resolution, orotherappropriateactionmakesuchregulationsasmaybe
necessarytocarryoutandmakeeffectivetheprovisionsofthisCharter.   

Sec. 12.13. Anewsletter.  

Anewslettershallbepublishedbythecityatregularintervalsatleastsixfourtimeseachyear. Thepostalrole
forthecityshallbeusedforthedistribution.   

Sec. 12.14. \[Effective date.\]  

ThisCharterbecomeseffective30daysafteradoption.   

CHAPTER13. POLICEDEPARTMENT

Sec. 13.1. Department created.  

Theexistingpolicedepartmentforthecityshallforthwithbeestablishedaspermanentandshallconsistofa
chiefofpolice, andsuchotherofficersandmembersasmaybeprovidedforbythecouncil.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.2. Appointments.  

Thechiefofpoliceshallbeappointedbythecouncil. Allotherappointmentstoorpromotionswithinthe
departmentshallbemadeasprovidedbylaw.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.3. Rank.  

Thechiefofpoliceshallbetheheadofthedepartmentandhavesupervisionoverallofficersandmembers
thereof.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.4. Dutiesofchief.  

Thechiefofpoliceshallkeepsuchrecordsandmakesuchreportsconcerningtheactivitiesofhis/her
departmentasmayberequiredbystatuteorbythecitycouncil. Thechiefshallberesponsibleforthe
performancebythepolicedepartmentofitsfunctions, andallpersonswhoaremembersofthepolicedepartment
shallservesubjecttotheordersofthechiefofpolice.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  
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Sec. 13.5. Duties.  

Itshallbethedutyoftheofficersofthepolicedepartmenttoseetotheenforcementofalloftheordinances
ofthecityandallstatutesapplicable therein, andtopreserveorderandpreventinfractionsofthelawandarrest
violatorsthereof.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.6. Conduct ofmembers.  

Itshallbethedutyofeverymemberandofficerofthepolicedepartmenttoconducthimselforherselfina
properandlawabidingmanneratalltimes. Eachmemberandofficerofthedepartmentshallobeytheordersand
directionsofhis/hersuperior.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.7. Rulesandregulations.  

Thechiefofthepolicedepartmentmaymakeorprescribesuchrulesandregulationsashe/sheshalldeem
advisable, suchrules, whenapprovedbythecouncil, shallbebindingonsuchofficersandmembers. Suchrulesand
regulationsmaycover, besidestheconductoftheofficersandmembers, uniformsandequipmenttobewornor
carried, hoursofservice, vacation, andallothersimilarmattersnecessaryordesirablefortheefficiencyofthe
department.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.8. Equalopportunity.  

Inmakingappointmentstothepolicedepartment, nopersonshallbedeprivedofanopportunitytoserveon
thepolicedepartmentbecauseofrace, religion, skincolor, nationaloriginorsex. Noarbitraryrulesonheight,  
weight, orachievementofstrengthunrelatedtojobneedsshallbeimposed. Nohandicappedpersonshallbe
denied, merelybyvirtueofbeinghandicapped, appointmenttoapositiononthepolicedepartmentwhichthe
handicappedpersoniscompetent tofill.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

CHAPTER15. ADOPTIONOFCOMPREHENSIVEMUNICIPALPLAN

Sec. 15.1. Comprehensive plan.  

MinnesotaStatutes, chapter462 \[Minn. Stats. ch. 462\] requiresthatthecityprepareandadopta
comprehensivemunicipalplanwhichplanisdefinedasacompilationofpolicystatements, goals, standardsand
mapsforguidingthephysical, socialandeconomicdevelopment, bothprivateandpublic, ofthemunicipalityand
itsenvirons. Thecomprehensiveplanrepresents thecity'splanningagency'srecommendations forthefuture
developmentofthecity.   

15.1.1 Adoptionofcomprehensiveplan. Thecitycouncilmaybyresolutionbyamajorityvoteofallits
membersadoptandamendthecomprehensiveplanorportionthereofastheofficialmunicipalplan
uponsuchnoticeandhearingasmaybeprescribedbyordinance.   
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Ref. of11-6-2001)  

CHARTERCOMPARATIVETABLEORDINANCES

ThistableshowsthelocationamendmentstotheCharter. TheCharterwasoriginallyadoptedonMay22, 1984.   

Ordinance Date Section Section
Number thisCharter
85-09 9-28-1985 3.5

12-13-1988(Ord.)   13.1—13.8
1-25-1993(Ord.)   8.1—8.5
9- 8-1993(Ord.)   3.2
3-25-1994(Ord.)   7.1—7.12

11-14-1994(Ord.)   4.2
5-20-1996(Ref.)   8.6

11- 5-1996(Ref.)   2.3
1-28-2000(Ord.)   3.2
1-24-2001(Ord.)   1.1

3.6—3.8
3.11
4.1, 4.2
4.4, 4.5
5.2—5.5
5.8
6.1
6.3—6.5
7.4
7.6
8.6
10.1
12.2
12.4

11- 6-2001(Ord.)   2.3
4.1,   
4.2
15.1

12- 6-2001(Ord.)   2.6
12- 6-2001(Ref.)   5.6
11- 5-2002(Ref.)   3.2
9- 8-2003(Ord.)   3.2

04-47 11-23-2004 1(Subd. 1)  3.1
1(Subd. 2)  3.4.1
1(Subd. 3)  4.5
1(Subd. 4)  5.2
1(Subd. 5)  5.3
1(Subd. 6)  5.8

9-28-2005 3.8
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PARTI - CHARTER
CHARTERCOMPARATIVE TABLEORDINANCES

06-22 7- 5-2006 2 8.4
09-18 12- 8-2009 2 2.5

4.5.5
10-08 5- 4-2010 1 4.1.1
12-08 6-26-2012 2Added 8.4.2

Rnbd 8.4.2—8.4.7
as 8.4.3—8.4.8

14-07 8-11-2014 2 8.4.5
22-29 1-24-2023 2 2.4
23-04 3-28-2023 2 2.2
23-05 4-25-2023 2 4.1, 4.2, 4.4, 4.5
23-08 9-26-2023 2 4.5
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