
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

Regular City Council
Tuesday, February 11, 2025

7:00 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

 

           
1. Call to Order   
 

2. Presentation   
 

1. State of the City 2025: Mayor's Address
 

2. QCTV Update
 
3. Citizen Input

Citizen input is an opportunity for the public to address the City Council concerning items not listed
on the agenda. Please raise your hand to be recognized by the Mayor or member officiating the
meeting. Approach the podium and state your full name and address for the record. Time may be
limited. 

  

 

4. Approve Agenda   
 

5. Approve Minutes   
 

1. Approve the Following Meeting Minutes: 

1. City Council Work Session dated January 28, 2025
2. City Council Regular Session dated January 28, 2025

 
6. Consent Agenda

All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or non-controversial by the
City Council and will be enacted by one motion, without discussion.

  

 

1. Note the following Boards, Commissions, and Committee Meeting Minutes: 

Our Mission:  To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


1. Note the following Boards, Commissions, and Committee Meeting Minutes: 
Environmental Policy Board Meeting Minutes Dated December 16th, 2024
Park and Rec Commission Meeting Minutes Dated November 14, 2024
Public Works Committee Meeting Minutes Dated November 19th, 2024

 
2. Adopt Resolution #25-041 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of

Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of January 23, 2025 through February 5,
2025.

 
3. Adopt Resolution #25-015, Approving a Development Agreement for Blanery LLC at 6591 141st

Avenue NW
 

4. Adopt Resolution #25-035 Approving Partial Payment to GMH Asphalt Corporation for
Improvement Project #24-03, 2024 NE Ramsey Street Reconstruction.

 
5. Adopt Resolution #25-039 Approving Proposal for Interim Stormwater Management and Water

Resources Engineering Services 
 
7. Public Hearing   
 

8. Council Business   
 

1. Introduce Charter Recommended Ordinance #25-02 to Amend Chapter 3 of the Charter
 

2. Introduce Charter Recommended Ordinance #25-03 to Amend Chapters 2, 3 and 12 of the Charter.
 
9. Mayor/Council/Staff Input   
 

10. Adjournment   
 

Our Mission:  To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government services



2. 1. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Enhance City’s communication through transparency and accountability. 

Title:
State of the City 2025: Mayor's Address

Purpose/Background:
Annually, the Mayor provides a 'State of the City' presentation to Ramsey residents and businesses during a
regular City Council meeting. The purpose of this presentation is to provide a recap of City operations, updates
and news from the past year, as well as a look ahead at what is to come in the new year.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/08/2024 01:40 PM
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 12:40 PM
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 12:40 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 02/06/2024 10:41 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 



2. 2. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Enhance City’s communication through transparency and accountability. 

Title:
QCTV Update

Purpose/Background:
Executive Director Karen George and Communications Coordinator Seamus Burke will provide a brief update on
QCTV. 

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 08:17 AM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 01/27/2025 09:31 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 



5. 1. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Enhance City’s communication through transparency and accountability. 

Title
Approve the Following Meeting Minutes: 

1. City Council Work Session dated January 28, 2025
2. City Council Regular Session dated January 28, 2025

Purpose/Background:
Purpose: The purpose of this case is for Council review and approval of meeting minutes.

Background: Attached are the meeting minutes referenced above.

Recommendation:
Approve the meeting minutes. 

OutcomeAction:
Motion to approve the following Council meeting minutes: 

1. City Council Work Session dated January 28, 2025
2. City Council Regular Session dated January 28, 2025

Attachments
1-28-25 CCWS 
1-28-25 Meeting 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 12:39 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 02/06/2025 11:31 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a City Council Work Session on Tuesday, January 28, 2025, 
at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Ryan Heineman 

Councilmember Kirsten Buscher (attended remotely) 
Councilmember Michael Olson 
Councilmember Eric Peters 
Councilmember Chris Riley 
Councilmember Dan Specht 
Councilmember Shana Stewart 

 
Also Present:  City Administrator Brian Hagen 
   Community Development Director Stephanie Hanson 
   City Attorney Fritz Knaak  
   Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Mark Riverblood 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Heineman called the City Council Work Session to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
2. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
2.01: Receive Recommendation from the Charter Commission to Amend Chapters 2, 3 and 

12 of the Charter. 
 
City Administrator Hagen reviewed the Staff report in regard to recommendations from the Charter 
Commission on amendments to the Charter.  
 
Councilmember Specht said he is not supportive of no longer requiring a roll call vote for 
ordinances, they are very important and he thinks everyone’s vote should be said aloud 
individually.  
 
Councilmember Stewart agreed she added that she was also supportive of requiring a 
Councilmember to live in their Ward, and if they move out of the Ward, they should give up their 
Council seat.  
 
Councilmember Specht asked if this requirement would be immediate upon a Councilmember 
moving or if there would be a grace period.  
 
City Attorney Knaak noted that when a Councilmember moves out of their Ward, they have 
committed a disqualifying act.  
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Councilmember Buscher added that if they were to create a vacancy due to a Councilmember 
moving, she would still want to ensure that the Ward was advocated for and rightfully represented. 
She asked how they would verify if people have moved from their Ward if they do not share this 
information.  
 
City Administrator Hagen noted this would likely be an honors system to notify the City of any 
moves.  
 
Mayor Heineman asked if there could be any legal action taken against a Councilmember for not 
disclosing that they had moved.  
 
City Attorney Knaak stated that it is hard for him to imagine someone would move into another 
Ward and not tell the City.  
 
Councilmember Peters asked if a Councilmember having to temporarily live in a rental or hotel 
due certain circumstances if this would also be considered a disqualifying act.  
 
City Attorney Knaak noted that under certain circumstances there is a measure of intent and the 
City would be hard pressed to determine this a disqualifying act.  
 
Mayor Heineman asked if they should add language to the Charter that clarifies temporary living 
situations or if it is already implied.  
 
City Attorney Knaak said they could add this kind of language; however, he does not see the 
current language as causing any issues.  
 
Councilmember Peters asked if they have redrawn the Ward lines recently.  
 
City Administrator Hagen said yes and explained that every ten years they look at the Ward lines 
and make changes if needed.  
 
Councilmember Peters asked if it was possible that the Ward lines changing could redistrict a 
Councilmember out of their Ward.  
 
City Administrator Hagen explained that the Council sets the Ward boundaries, and he does not 
see this as an issue.  
 
City Attorney Knaak said that if this were to happen it would still be considered a disqualifying 
act and the Councilmember would have to resign.  
 
Councilmember Riley noted that this was a consideration for the Council the last time they 
reviewed Ward lines.  
 
City Administrator Hagen continued reviewing the recommended Charter changes.  
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Councilmember Stewart shared concern with eliminating the 30 day time frame for an ordinance 
to be published before it is in effect. She stated that after speaking with City Administrator Hagen 
and understanding that most ordinances are in progress for two months or longer, she is okay with 
this change.  
 
Councilmember Specht asked if residents would still have time to appeal an ordinance with this 
change.  
 
City Administrator Hagen said yes and explained that even with the current 30-day requirement, a 
resident could likely not get an appeal organized fast enough anyway.  
 
Councilmember Peters asked if the Council could put a start date on an ordinance if they did not 
want it effective immediately.  
 
City Administrator Hagen said yes. He moved on to discuss the recommendation to decrease the 
number of City newsletters from six to four per year.   
 
Councilmember Riley shared that he is constantly hearing that residents do not feel as though they 
get enough communication from the City and that the newsletter is the number one source of 
information. He said he would not support decreasing the number; however, the change is currently 
written to state that they must send at least four newsletter per year, so they could continue to send 
6 under this change.  
 
Councilmember Specht agreed and shared that the City’s demographics seem to enjoy a newsletter. 
He added that he does not see a benefit to making this change.  
 
Councilmember Stewart agreed.  
 
Councilmember Peters agreed.  
 
Councilmember Buscher shared that she had discussed this with City Administrator Hagen as she 
was also concerned with reducing the number of newsletters. She noted that they discussed other 
ways to fund the newsletter, including looking for more businesses to advertise in the newsletter.  
 
Mayor Heineman asked if the cost to the City is $60,000 a year for the six newsletters before or 
after the revenue they receive for advertisements.  
 
City Administrator Hagen said the City’s cost is less than $60,000 after the advertisement revenue 
comes in. He added that they could also look into reducing the length of the newsletter to save 
money.  
 
Mayor Heineman suggested adding a page to the newsletter to put advertisements on.  
 
The consensus of the Council was to move forward with the Charter changes as proposed, with 
the exception of keeping roll call votes for ordinances and keeping the number of City newsletters 
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per year at six. The Council directed Staff to draft language that refers to temporary living 
situations outside of the elected Ward.  
 
2.02: Traprock Park Mono-Pole Cell Tower Lease 
 
City Administrator Hagen reviewed the Staff report concerning the request for a mono-pole cell 
tower lease in Traprock Park.  
 
Councilmember Stewart said she is supportive of using this park for a mono-pole cell tower lease; 
however, she would like to see a better deal negotiated.  
 
Councilmember Specht asked if a mono-pole is just a basic cell tower.  
 
City Administrator Hagen shared that it is comparable to what is currently at Alpine Park. He noted 
that they would engineer the design to have a breaking point if the cell tower were to fall. He added 
that the west side of the Traprock property is farthest from any residential areas and would be the 
best place for the cell tower.  
 
Councilmember Specht stated he is concerned if this would match the rural aesthetics of the area 
and he is not sure how the residents in this area would feel.  
 
City Administrator Hagen explained that when they had a survey done of the property, stakes were 
put into the ground which generated a few phone calls from residents. He noted that they would 
look to have community meetings with the residents in the area if this were to move forward to 
gauge interest.  
 
Councilmember Peters asked if they would include in their contract that if Verizon added other 
carriers to the tower the City would see an increase in the lease.  
 
City Administrator Hagen said this had already been discussed and they were willing to add an 
additional $200 a month per additional carrier.  
 
Councilmember Riley shared that they have two studies completed on what the fair market value 
for this would be and if Verizon does not want to pay fair market value, then he would not support 
this.  
 
Mayor Heineman added that this area is already covered with 5G cell coverage. He noted that he 
thinks this would be a big eye sore and he thinks people would object to this being so close to 
residential areas. He said he does not think this would be worth it based on the amount of revenue 
they would be getting.  
 
Councilmember Specht asked what else they would be able to do with this land if they do not 
pursue a cell tower lease.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood noted that they could use this land for any 
park related use. He shared that some residents were interested in an outdoor archery range in this 
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area. He explained that this park was platted in the 1980s at a time when the adjoining properties 
were platted. He said at this time they used the area for a horseback riding arena. He added that 
they currently use this area as a drop-off site during large weather events for debris and the 
mosquito control chopper uses this area as well.  
 
Councilmember Stewart asked if this cell tower would inhibit any of the other potential uses for 
the property.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood said no.  
 
Councilmember Buscher shared that she thinks they should explore some more creative ideas to 
try to get more money out of a lease; however, if they cannot get market value for the site, they 
would have to look into the impact of accepting something that is below market value. She asked 
if they do not move forward with this if there is a possibility that a cell tower could be constructed 
on private land outside of the City’s oversight.  
 
City Administrator Hagen explained that there would be an opportunity for a private property to 
move forward with this; however, it would require a land use application. He noted that this is not 
something the City could say no to; however, they could set reasonable restrictions.  
 
Mayor Heineman said he is not in support as he does not see the benefits outweighing the 
drawbacks.  
 
Councilmember Stweart asked if they were to move this forward if the residents in the area would 
be notified and would have the opportunity to come forward at a Council meeting and voice their 
opinions.  
 
City Administrator Hagen explained that they would need to hold a targeted neighborhood meeting 
with the residents in the area for them to provide the City with feedback before they decide to 
move forward with agreeing to the lease.  
 
Councilmember Buscher suggested they try to negotiate the rate with Verizon and at the same 
time, hold a neighborhood meeting to get the residents’ feedback before they move forward or not.  
 
Councilmember Olson shared that he is not supportive of this, especially at the proposed rate. He 
noted the community support for this will be very important to him if they decide to move forward 
with this.  
 
Mayor Heineman said he does not see many residents being supportive of this.  
 
Councilmember Buscher stated they have held neighborhood meetings for lesser items than this. 
She explained she would like to put the potential revenue for the City into perspective for the 
residents she may see them being supportive. She noted it is her goal to ensure that the residents 
are included in these kinds of conversations.  
 
Mayor Heineman agreed; however, he thinks they need to be aware of unintended consequences.  
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Councilmember Stewart asked about the history of the cell tower at Alpine Park.  
 
City Administrator Hagen shared that this cell tower has been there for over 20 years.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood added that the cell tower ended up in the 
center of this park and the residents understood that some of the revenue was going to the parks 
system.  
 
City Administrator Hagen explained that they could put together maps for the residents at the 
neighborhood meeting to show them other potential areas in the City where the cell tower could 
go if not on this property.  
 
Mayor Heineman asked if there is a price point that they would like to target to make this worth it 
before they begin negotiations.  
 
Councilmember Stewart asked how much the lease is at Alpine Park.  
 
Councilmember Riley said the two current leases are at $26,400 and $24,000 per year and he would 
like this to be their target for negotiations.  
 
Mayor Heineman added that he would like them to start imagining what they would use the lease 
money for to help sell the idea to the residents.  
 
City Administrator Hagen asked if Verizon is not willing to meet market value if they would not 
want to move forward with a neighborhood meeting.  
 
Mayor Heineman said yes.  
 
The consensus of the Council was to renegotiate the terms with Verizon and direct Staff to schedule 
a neighborhood meeting to get feedback from the residents.  
 
2.03: Continued review of the draft Rental Housing Licensing Inspections Policy  
 
Community Development Director Hanson reviewed the Staff report in regard to the rental housing 
licensing inspection policy.  
 
Councilmember Riley said he likes the idea of this becoming a policy, so they do not have to 
continue to change the ordinance. He added that he supports the changes made and feels that this 
is an important policy.  
 
Councilmember Stewart shared that she is against any inspections for tenants as she feels as though 
it is a violation of tenant rights.  
 
Councilmember Specht stated he likes the idea of the policy as they have found some rental units 
that have been in rough shape and they have already found things that could have resulted in big 
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issues if not addressed. He said he is open to hearing more ways that they can make the policy 
more tenant friendly.  
 
Councilmember Olson shared that he has been very vocal about his opposition of this program 
since the beginning. He said the ideal situation would be to offer these inspections as a benefit 
rather than something that is imposed. He stated he likes the content of the policy for the most 
part.  
 
Councilmember Peters noted he has been a renter for more than half his life and he has never had 
the benefit of one of these inspections. He said he thinks the policy is great to have in place for the 
City to take an invested interest in ensuring that the rental communities do not become dilapidated.  
 
Councilmember Buscher said she thinks this is something the City should do. She noted the intent 
of the policy is to protect the safety of the tenants. She shared that she understands people’s 
concerns about having an inspector in their private spaces; however, renters should understand that 
inspections can take place for their benefit. She added that she would not want this to be something 
that people could opt out of.  
 
Mayor Heineman asked if the policy is written in a way that it protects the property owner or the 
tenant.  
 
Community Development Director Hanson shared that their goal with this policy was that it was 
for the tenant, the property owner, and the City. She said they want to have a clear policy and 
process for rental housing.  
 
Councilmember Stewart said she would not want inspectors looking in someone’s closets or in a 
personal area as the inspector could touch their belongings She suggested pulling back on where 
the inspector will be going in these homes to make it safe for the tenants while still maintaining 
the unit.  
 
Mayor Heineman agreed that they should only be going into areas with specific reasons while not 
inspecting areas that are not of concern.  
 
Community Development Director Hanson explained that when the inspector goes into someone’s 
closet, the only thing they are looking at is the ceiling to see if there is any water damage. She said 
Staff does not touch anyone’s personal belongings.  
 
Mayor Heineman asked if it is pertinent that they check the ceiling in every closet.  
 
Councilmember Riley suggested that they no longer require inspections of closet ceilings.  
 
Councilmember Olson added that it would be very rare that there was a leak just limited to the area 
within the closet so he does not see a need for the closets to be inspected.  
 
Councilmember Buscher shared that this plan was modelled after similar policies and programs in 
other cities. She said she would not want to create policies based off of potential bad personnel. 
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She noted that there are also other avenues that they can advocate for tenants' rights as well as 
property owners' rights by having an open dialogue to allow tenants to talk to their landlords about 
concerns. She added that they can come up with other ways to protect the tenants without lessening 
what they are doing with this policy.  
 
Mayor Heineman noted the spirit of this policy to ensure there is a safe environment and that 
tenants and landlords are not taking advantage of each other. He said he would like to still allow 
the tenants to have security and privacy while the City is ensuring their living conditions are safe.  
 
Councilmember Specht said he is not concerned with this being a trust issue with Staff. He stated 
he is struggling with finding the balance with this policy where they are ensuring that tenants and 
landlords have a safe environment while not infringing upon anyone’s right. He suggested scaling 
down the inspection checklist.  
 
Mayor Heineman shared that even when the Police Department is issued a warrant to search 
someone’s residence, there are limitations to what they are able to search through. He noted that 
the inspectors are only entering these units to inspect certain things and anything that is outside of 
these set items would be off limits.  
 
Councilmember Buscher asked how many complaints they have received from tenants in the City 
about this being an overly restrictive policy.  
 
Community Development Director Hanson said they have only received one complaint.  
 
City Administrator Hagen shared that last year they had an apartment tenant who completely 
disagreed with letting the inspector in and they were able to address this situation right away with 
the concerned resident and they worked out an agreement that they would just inspect the unit after 
the tenant moved out. He explained that when they brought on a new Code Enforcement Officer a 
few years ago the code enforcement process began to move forward. He shared that during this 
time they were receiving calls from renters who were concerned with the state of their units. He 
said they have gotten support from the residents on this policy so far.  
 
The consensus of the Council was to direct Staff to scale back the inspection requirements and 
continue this discussion at the next Work Session.  
 
3. TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 
3.01:  Review Future Topics/ Calendar 
 
Noted. 
 
4. MAYOR / COUNCIL / STAFF INPUT 
 
Councilmember Peters shared that he had residents contact him about the new State flag.  
 
Councilmember Stewart shared that she was also contacted by a resident in regard to the State flag.  
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City Administrator Hagen said they can discuss the State flag at a future Work Session.  
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Work Session of the City Council was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Brian S. Hagen 
City Administrator 
 
 
ATTEST: 
  
  
__________________________________ 
Katie M. Schmidt 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Ava Major 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Ramsey City Council conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, January 28, 2025, at the 
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Ryan Heineman 

Councilmember Kirsten Buscher (attended remotely) 
Councilmember Michael Olson 
Councilmember Eric Peters 
Councilmember Chris Riley 
Councilmember Dan Specht 
Councilmember Shanna Stewart 

 
Members Absent: None 
 
Also Present:  City Administrator Brian Hagen 
   Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Mark Riverblood 
   Assistant City Engineer Joe Feriancek 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Heineman called the regular meeting of the Ramsey City Council to order at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Heineman. 

2. PRESENTATION 
 
None.  

3. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None.  

4. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Peters, seconded by Councilmember Olson, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Councilmember Buscher aye 
Councilmember Riley  aye 
Councilmember Stewart aye 
Councilmember Olson aye 
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Councilmember Specht aye 
Councilmember Peters aye 
Mayor Heineman  aye 
 
Motion carried. 
 

5. APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Motion by Councilmember Specht, seconded by Councilmember Olson, to approve the 
following meeting minutes:  
 
5.01: City Council Work Session dated, January 14, 2025 
5.02: City Council Regular Session dated, January 14, 2025 
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Councilmember Buscher aye 
Councilmember Riley  aye 
Councilmember Stewart aye 
Councilmember Olson aye 
Councilmember Specht aye 
Councilmember Peters aye 
Mayor Heineman  aye 
 
Motion carried. 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Stewart, seconded by Councilmember Olson, to approve the following 
items on the Consent Agenda: 
 
6.01: Approve Business License Applications. 
6.02: Authorization to Promote the Police Records Technician/Data Analyst to Crime Data 

Analyst 
6.03: Authorization to Promote the HR Specialist to HR Generalist 
6.04: Authorization to Fill the HR Specialist Position 
6.05: Adopt Resolution #25-033 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing 

Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of January 9, 2025 
through January 22, 2025. 

6.06: Adopt Resolution #25-020 Approving Plans and Specifications and Authorizing 
Advertisement for Bids for 2025 Crack Seal Improvements, Improvement Project #25-09 

6.07: Adopt Resolution #25-021 Approving Plans and Specifications and Authorizing 
Advertisement for Bids for 2025 Pavement Rejuvenation Improvements, Improvement 
Project #25-10 
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6.08: Adopt Resolution #25-022 Approving Partial Payment to Douglas-Kerr Underground, 
LLC for Improvement Project #25-01, Rivers Bend Regional Stormwater Pond 
Improvements. 

6.09: Adopt Resolution #25-023 Approving Final Payment to North Valley, Inc. for 
Improvement Project #24-07, 2024 Neighborhood Pavement Overlay Improvement. 

6:10: Adopt Resolution #25-024 Approving Final Payment to North Valley, Inc. for 
Improvement Project #24-12, Juniper Woods 1st - 3rd Street Reconstruction. 

6:11: Adopt Resolution #25-031 Approving Construction Contingency Expense No. 8 for 
Improvement Project #21-09, Centralized Water Treatment Plant 

6:12: Adopt Resolution #25-032 Authorizing Partial Payment #19 to Magney Construction, Inc. 
for Improvement Project #21-09, Centralized Water Treatment Plant 

6:13: Adopt 2025 Legislative Priorities 
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Councilmember Buscher aye 
Councilmember Riley  aye 
Councilmember Stewart aye 
Councilmember Olson aye 
Councilmember Specht aye 
Councilmember Peters aye 
Mayor Heineman  aye 
 
Motion carried. 

7. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None.  

8. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

8.01: Adopt Resolution #25-029, Central Park Playground Renovation and Replacement - 
Please Note: due to technical difficulties, this case was moved to the last case on the 
agenda. 

 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood reviewed the Staff report in regard to the 
Central Park playground renovations and replacement.  
 
Councilmember Specht thanked Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood for all of 
his work on this project. He asked if there is a consideration for the noise that the music aspects of 
the park will have on the baseball or football fields within the park.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood said he does not expect this to be an issue 
as the spectator areas for these fields are around 300 feet from the playground with the music 
aspects.  
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Councilmember Specht asked how new the artificial turf landscaping is and if it will be durable.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood explained that they toured a park in 
Brooklyn Park that has artificial turf which has been in use for 12 years and is holding up well. He 
added that Brooklyn Park maintenance staff has not reported any issues or concerns.  
 
Councilmember Peters asked if they will be keeping replacement parts in stock at Public Works 
for quick fixes if needed.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood shared that the playground equipment 
comes with a maintenance kit that has touchup paint and fixtures. He noted they would not stock 
larger replacement parts as they do not know what pieces will be needed. He shared that parts for 
the equipment will be available for around 15 years and common parts are available beyond this.  
 
Councilmember Specht asked if they are using this much park funding this year if it will affect 
their ability to renovate and replace other parks next year.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood stated they originally looked at putting a 
pause on the parks scheduled for replacement in 2026; however, in looking at the cash flows, they 
will likely still have enough funding next year for a neighborhood park as it will be smaller. He 
added that there likely will not be a request for the $25,000 that the City had been contributing to 
Youth First, which will be funding that can go towards the parks.  
 
Councilmember Riley noted that this is not coming out of the general fund. He added that he is 
pleased to see that they will have new boulders as they get a lot of use.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood shared that around 30% of the play at this 
playground is from children hopping from boulder to boulder. He added that this project provides 
for a 4%-7% discount off of the list cost because of the State contract and the equipment is 
available at the warehouse in Wisconsin today and they will not have to wait for the manufacturing 
of the equipment.  
 
Councilmember Specht asked if this project would interfere with any other projects, like a splash 
pad, that they have been discussing to use park dedication funds for.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood explained that the present balance in the 
park trust fund is around $5,000,000 and they are continuing to bring in more funds with 
development in the COR so this project will use a small amount of those funds.  
 
Mayor Heineman asked if there is a warranty on the turf and if it is UV-resistant. He asked what 
the digging play equipment will be used for.  
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood stated the digging area will have washed 
sand that the children can play in that will be split off from the rest of the park by boulders. He 
noted that there is a two-year warranty of the installation of the turf; however, even after this point, 
the installers have stood behind their products for others who have used their turf.  
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Mayor Heineman stated putting money into the parks is very important.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Peters, seconded by Councilmember Olson, to adopt Resolution #25-
029, approving a playground replacement for Central Park at a not-to-exceed cost of $449,000, 
with an intended completion date of May 2025.  
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Councilmember Buscher aye 
Councilmember Riley  aye 
Councilmember Stewart aye 
Councilmember Olson aye 
Councilmember Specht aye 
Councilmember Peters aye 
Mayor Heineman  aye 
 
Motion carried. 

8.02: Adopt Resolution #25-018 Accepting Bids and Awarding Contract for Fox Ridge 
Estates 1st & 2nd Street Reconstructions, Improvement Project #24-13 

 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek reviewed the Staff report concerning the street reconstruction 
for Fox Ridge Estates 1st and 2nd. He shared the low bid came from Douglas-Kerr Underground, 
L.L.C. in the amount of $2,099,737.06.  
 
Mayor Heineman asked how they ensure all bids come in with reliable work history to make sure 
the lowest bidder does not equate to the lowest quality.  
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek explained that each bidder must be bonded and insured, as well 
as a responsible contractor. He added that Douglas-Kerr tends to have a project in the City almost 
every year. He noted if a new contractor bids the project, they will do a reference check for the 
contractor.  
 
Councilmember Riley shared that this was recommended by the Public Works Committee. He 
explained that all of these projects go before the Public Works Committee, and they get a longer 
presentation of the project and make a recommendation for the Council.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Olson, seconded by Councilmember Peters, to adopt Resolution #25-
018 awarding a contract to Douglas-Kerr Underground, L.L.C. in the amount of $2,099,737.06 for 
Fox Ridge Estates 1st & 2nd Street Reconstructions, Improvement Project #24-13. 
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Councilmember Buscher aye 
Councilmember Riley  aye 
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Councilmember Stewart aye 
Councilmember Olson aye 
Councilmember Specht aye 
Councilmember Peters aye 
Mayor Heineman  aye 
 
Motion carried. 

8.03: Adopt Resolution #25-019 Accepting Bids and Awarding Contract for MSA 
Sunwood Drive Reconstruction, Improvement Project #25-02 

 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek reviewed the Staff report in regard to the MSA Sunwood Drive 
reconstruction. He shared the low bid came from North Valley, Inc. in the amount of $272,962.90. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Olson, seconded by Councilmember Stewart, to adopt Resolution #25-
019 awarding a contract to North Valley, Inc. in the amount of $272,962.90 for MSA Sunwood 
Drive Reconstruction, Improvement Project #25-02. 
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Councilmember Buscher aye 
Councilmember Riley  aye 
Councilmember Stewart aye 
Councilmember Olson aye 
Councilmember Specht aye 
Councilmember Peters aye 
Mayor Heineman  aye 
 
Motion carried. 

9. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND STAFF INPUT 
 
City Administrator Hagen announced upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Councilmember Stewart thanked Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood for all of 
his work on the Central Park Playground.  
 
Mayor Heineman shared that there are some Boards and Commissions that have openings and 
applications can be accepted until February 28.  

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Olson, seconded by Councilmember Stewart, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
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Councilmember Buscher aye 
Councilmember Riley  aye 
Councilmember Stewart aye 
Councilmember Olson aye 
Councilmember Specht aye 
Councilmember Peters aye 
Mayor Heineman  aye 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Brian S. Hagen 
City Administrator  
 
ATTEST: 
  
  
__________________________________ 
Katie M. Schmidt 
City Clerk 
 
Drafted by Ava Major 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
 
 
A recording of this meeting is available for viewing online at  www.qctv.org 
<http://www.qctv.org>.  Recordings are available for 36 months after the date of the meeting. 

http://www.qctv.org/
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

 

The Ramsey Park and Recreation Commission conducted a regular meeting on November 14, 

2024, at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota.   

 

 

Commission Members Present: Chair Nathan Barten 

Vice Chair Brandon Sis 

Commissioner Todd Arts 

Commissioner Jennifer Leistico (arrived at 6:35 p.m.) 

Commissioner Dean Olson 

    

Commission Members Absent: Commissioner Shane Bennett 

     Commissioner Megan Ealain 

 

Also Present:   City Council Liaison Debra Musgrove 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Mark Riverblood 

    Recreation Coordinator Abby Proulx  

      
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Barten called the Park and Recreation Commission meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Commissioner Sis, seconded by Commissioner Arts, to approve the Park and 

Recreation Commission meeting agenda as presented. 

 

Motion carried. Voting Yes: Chair Barten; Commissioners Sis, Arts, and Olson.  Voting No: None.  

Absent:  Commissioners Bennett, Ealain and Leistico. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

Motion by Commissioner Sis, seconded by Commissioner Olson, to approve the following Park 

and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes: 
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• Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes date October 10, 2024 

 

Motion carried. Voting Yes: Chair Barten; Commissioners Sis, Olson, and Arts.  Voting No: None.  

Absent:  Commissioners Bennett, Ealain, and Leistico. 

 

5. COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 

5.01: 2025 Playground Replacement Planning – Central and Riverdale Parks 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood stated that the playground replacement policy 

projects that one playground per year is replaced, noting that five playground have been replaced 

in the last five years.  He reviewed the current condition of the Central Park playground noting 

that the wood posts are still solid and in good condition and identified items that could easily be 

refurbished and others that could be removed.  He provided a similar overview of Riverdale Park.  

He displayed brand new regional playground equipment that is available because it was made in 

the wrong color.  He noted the equipment has a value of $346,000 (not including installation) and 

explained that the playground components could be divided between the two parks.  He identified 

items that could be added to Central Park, along with refurbishment of the equipment that would 

remain as well as the additional equipment that could go to Riverdale Park.  He stated that in 

another scenario, all of the equipment could go to Central Park and Riverdale Park could then wait 

for 2026.   

 

Commissioner Leistico arrived. 

 

Commissioner Sis asked for an overview of the cost component for some of the items. 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood stated that he does have the breakdown of 

the different cost components but does not have that with him today.  He stated that the value of 

the equipment is about $346,000 but the City could purchase it for about $250,000 and installation 

is typically around 30 percent of the product cost.  He stated that they would also need to update 

each of the playground with engineered wood fiber, which would have a cost of $12,000 to $18,000 

per playground.  He stated that they would also adjust the playground borders, noting that could 

be done by staff.  He noted that the demolition and disposal cost for each park would be about 

$2,000 but that could be reduced by refurbishing some elements.  He noted that staff would 

continue to work on the menu of costs. 

 

Chair Barten commented that the wood components at Central Park are in good shape and asked 

about the anticipated lifespan for those posts if they were to remain. 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood commented that the wood is treated from 

within and suspected that the posts would last a long time given the sunny conditions.  He stated 

that if they were able to refurbish the Central Park wood items and add some new components, 

they would plan to circle back to Central Park after they have completed additional playground 

replacement and continue to replace the wood items at that time, estimating perhaps another five 

years. 
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Chair Barten asked if the refurbished components at Central Park would be painted to match the 

new components. 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood confirmed that they would plan to paint in 

similar colors.  He explained that this would be a way to improve more than one playground within 

the budget constraints. 

 

Councilmember Musgrove commented that this looks like a great plan and asked if the total 

package of equipment would need to be purchased or whether certain items could be chosen. 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood replied that they probably could parse out 

equipment but suspected that this opportunity is also being reviewed by other communities.   

 

Councilmember Musgrove asked for details on the timeframe when the equipment would be 

available. 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood replied that the equipment is available now.  

He stated that once the Commission makes a recommendation, he would bring that to the Council 

as soon as possible after that.  He hoped to have more information for the Commission to review 

in January and February in order to then bring it to the Council in order to plan for implementation 

in 2025.  He noted that these components are ready and assembled which could mean the 

equipment is ready for use in June rather than later in the summer. 

 

Councilmember Musgrove commented that she liked the idea of spreading this between two parks. 

 

Commissioner Olson commented that there are a lot of youth programs at Central Park and parents 

comments on how they like parking lot and landscaping improvements, along with the pickleball 

courts.  He stated that he likes the idea of spreading it out, but Central Park is a marque park with 

a lot of use and would want to see that continue to be improved. 

 

Commissioner Sis commented that if there is chance for implementation on Central Park earlier 

rather than limping along, he could support that, especially with all the development in that area. 

 

Chair Barten commented it seems the Commission agrees that this could be a good value to acquire 

this equipment and would be interested in seeing more information.  He agreed that Central Park 

continues to have increased use and is in need of this amenity.   

 

Commissioner Sis commented that if they can get the discounted equipment that is a great option 

but otherwise does not believe that both parks need to be done in one year. 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood commented that he can present a few options.  

He agreed that Central Park has a lot of use and while there are a lot of children around Riverdale, 

they do need to continue to focus on Central Park and therefore one option can be for just Central 

Park. 

 

5.02: Recreation Programs – A Year in Review  
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Recreation Coordinator Proulx presented an overview of recreation programing throughout the 

past year. 

 

Commissioner Sis commended Recreation Coordinator Proulx for her excellent work and 

expanded programing opportunities.  He noted that he found himself participating in more 

programing this past year as well. 

 

Councilmember Musgrove stated that she enjoyed the wood duck house and puzzle contest events.  

She asked if this presentation would be available online for residents to review. 

 

Recreation Coordinator Proulx confirmed that could be posted to share with the residents. 

 

Commissioner Olson appreciated the creativity and excitement which creates diverse programing 

for the residents.   

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood called attention to the partnerships mentioned 

by Recreation Coordinator Proulx as that is how the City is able to offer so many things while also 

building community.   

 

6. COMMISSION/STAFF INPUT 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood stated there are not any actionable items for 

December and did not anticipate a December meeting. 

 

Councilmember Musgrove commented that she has appreciated her time as a liaison on the Park 

and Recreation Commission.  She recognized the great job that Chair Barten, Vice Chair Sis and 

the other members of the Commission have done this last year.  She thanked the Commission for 

its hard work.   

 

Commissioner Arts referenced expansion of pickleball programming and asked if there are plans 

to convert the tennis courts to pickleball use at Central Park. 

 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood commented that staff is looking to stripe the 

Riverdale courts for pickleball and there is an opportunity for additional courts on the Lord of Life 

site.  He stated that there are plans to stripe one tennis court as four pickleball courts.  He stated 

that they would look at that option along with the rehabilitation of the playgrounds.   

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Commissioner Olson, seconded by Commissioner Arts, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. Voting Yes: Chair Barten; Commissioners Olson, Arts, Leistico, and Sis.  Voting 

No: None.  Absent:  Commissioners Bennett and Ealain. 

  

The Park and Recreation Commission meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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________________________________ 

Mark Riverblood 

Parks & Assistant Public Works Director 

 

Drafted by Amanda Staple 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 



Public Works Committee / November 19, 2024 
Page 1 of 8 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
The Public Works Committee conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, November 19, 2024, at 
the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Debra Musgrove 
   Councilmember Chelsee Howell 
   Councilmember Michael Olson 
 
Also Present:  City Engineer/Public Works Director Bruce Westby 

Assistant City Engineer Joe Feriancek 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Mark Riverblood 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Musgrove called the regular meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:30 
p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
There was none. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember Olson, seconded by Councilmember Howell, to approve the agenda, 
as presented.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Musgrove, Councilmembers Olson and Howell.  Voting 
No: None. 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 
 
4.01: Approve October 15, 2024, Meeting Minutes  
 
Motion by Councilmember Olson, seconded by Councilmember Howell, to approve the following 
minutes: 
 
 Regular Meeting Minutes dated October 15, 2024 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Musgrove, Councilmembers Olson and Howell.  Voting 
No: None. 
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5. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
5.01: Consider Recommendation to City Council to Adopt Stormwater Management 

Facilities Maintenance Policy 
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby reviewed the staff report and the recommendation 
to provide a recommendation to the City Council to adopt the Stormwater Management Facilities 
Maintenance Policy.  He stated that the Committee could also discuss the Trail Maintenance Policy 
under this item in regard to format since they would be similar and would become templates for 
future policies, noting that action should still remain separate. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced inspections and maintenance, and received confirmation that 
the information would be incorporated into section five. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove noted that many sections include a maintenance recommendation of ten 
years.  She asked if there should be language to preface such as starting four years after the 
adoption, or six years after the adoption of the policy in order to stagger those timeframes.   

 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby reviewed the language related to the inspection of 
drainage pipes, which explains when the inspection typically occurs.  He acknowledged that staff 
ultimately intends to do more frequent inspections, other than when streets are flooded or in 
preparation for proposed pavement management program projects.  He stated that most inspections 
would be more staggered, and he could update the policy language to reflect that.   
 
Councilmember Olson referenced the ten-year inspection cycle and asked if there are records that 
would reflect when those inspections would be due.  He stated that perhaps the policy would refer 
to where the information would be kept. 
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby replied that information would be kept in the 
maintenance records.  He stated that City staff has not been proactively inspecting most stormwater 
facilities and keeping inspection records, but staff would begin to do this if the policy is adopted.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove commented that this looks good and provides direction.  She suggested 
that, because safety and training are addressed in other policies, perhaps they should be referenced. 
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby replied that he does not believe that is necessary as 
this policy directs specific work and staff is adequately trained in the use of required equipment 
and safety prior to completing this work.   
 
Councilmember Howell agreed that it would make sense not to include that information in order 
to keep this policy more straightforward and concise.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove confirmed the consensus of the Committee to also exclude those sections 
in the Trail Maintenance Policy.  She referenced an instance where perhaps a resident is upset with 
tree trimming and asked if there should be information in the Trail Maintenance Policy that would 
address the proper process. 



Public Works Committee / November 19, 2024 
Page 3 of 8 

 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood commented that would also be addressed 
under the training and personnel policies. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced language found within the Trail Maintenance Policy 
introduction that could be considered redundant and could perhaps be found under the funding 
section instead.   
 
Councilmember Olson commented that because there is a funding section it would make sense to 
place the information in that section rather than the introduction.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced the sidewalk and trail inspection section and two-inch trip 
hazard threshold, asking for more information. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood commented that the City threshold is 
actually lower than that, but he would want to verify with the League of Minnesota Cities on the 
correct trip hazard threshold before placing that language within the policy.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced language found in the St. Francis policy and asked if that would 
be appropriate to have in the policy. 
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood provided additional details on the 
responsibility to repair sidewalk panels and the cost for that, which is a rate/charge adopted by the 
City Council annually.  He did not see a problem leaving that language within the policy. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove suggested a location for the trail maintenance photo.  She noted a reference 
to City Code that she did not believe matched Ramsey’s City Code and asked if that should be 
updated.  She stated that there are some trails and sidewalks mapped out and asked for clarification 
on whether the map should simply state trails or whether every sidewalk would be included on the 
map.    
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood replied that sidewalks and trails would want 
to be kept together.  He stated that there is not an official map for trail and sidewalk snow removal, 
although they do have plow maps. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek stated that there is a trail and sidewalk map for plowing, 
although it is a plow map and not an official City map.  He stated that they would have the means 
to create one if desired.   
 
Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood suggested striking the word official.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced language related to the lifecycle of a boardwalk and the 
approach for repair.  She stated that some of that detail seems to be more appropriate for plans and 
specifications rather than a policy but noted that she would be fine leaving the language in the 
policy as well.   
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Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood replied that the entirety of letter D could 
be removed. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced language related to trail bridges, expressing similar concern but 
stated that she would be fine leaving the language as is.  She moved to funding and stated that it is 
a lot of information.  She commented that she likes the comparison to what has been done and will 
need to be done.  She suggested that information that would seem more specific to a case could be 
removed.  She suggested that statement 14.03 be reviewed by staff and legal counsel.  She stated 
that typically the Committee does not meet in December, but this could be brought back in 
December if desired.  She noted that the other options would be for this to move forward to a 
Council worksession or on the regular City Council agenda. 
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby commented that the policies will be reformatted to 
match and both policies could be ready for the December 10th City Council worksession.   
 
It was confirmed that this will move forward to the December 10th City Council worksession and 
then onto the regular agenda as an item on consent if there are no substantiative changes. 
 
5.02: Trail Maintenance Policy 
 
This item was discussed at part of Item 5.01 and the consensus was that this policy will move to 
the December 10th City Council worksession.    
 
5.03: Consider Recommending City Council Authorization to Prepare Plans and 

Specifications for 2025 Pavement Maintenance Improvement Projects 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek reviewed the staff report and the recommendation for City 
Council authorization to prepare plans and specifications for 2025 pavement maintenance 
improvement projects. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove commented that she recalled the budget was $750,000 whereas the 
proposed cost is $650,000.  She asked if anything was removed from the list to result in the lesser 
cost.  She asked if the MSA pavement marking would come from MSA funding. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek replied that there was a one-year bump to $750,000.  He stated 
that based on the ten-year CIP and projected needs, he has reviewed what would be needed for 
crack seal and rejuvenation as well as pavement marking.  He confirmed that a portion of the MSA 
funds is designated towards maintenance, therefore technically MSA funds are used but as an 
automatic contribution towards maintenance.  He stated that the $600,000 should be sufficient and 
projects were not pulled from the list. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove asked for additional clarification on pothole repair. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek replied that if there are funds left over from the $600,000, those 
funds could be used for skim patching or other pothole repairs.  He stated that staff plans to bring 
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this item to the City Council next week to receive authorization to develop the plans and 
specification and reviewed the anticipated timeline for bidding. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Olson, seconded by Councilmember Howell, to recommend City 
Council authorization to prepare plans and specifications for 2025 Pavement Maintenance 
Improvement Projects.   
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Musgrove, Councilmembers Olson and Howell.  Voting 
No: None. 
 
5.04: Consider Recommending City Council Authorization to Prepare Plans and 

Specifications for 2025 Pavement Management Program Projects 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek reviewed the staff report and recommendation to recommend 
City Council authorization to prepare plans and specifications for 2025 pavement management 
program projects. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced crosswalk markings in different locations on Alpine and 
received confirmation that those markings would be removed.  She also asked if the trail near the 
fire station would be raised to prevent it from flooding. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek provided details on the storm sewer in that area and stated that 
perhaps the inlet needs to be adjusted to allow better drainage.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove commented that if the road is going to be redone, it would make sense to 
also address the trail. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek commented that while there are parts of the trail that are not 
terrible, there are some parts that need work.  He asked if the Committee would support including 
a bid alternate for the trail replacement. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove confirmed the consensus of the Committee in support of including the trail 
replacement as a bid alternate.  She also referenced a segment of trail that goes nowhere. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek replied that the short segment would be removed as there would 
be too many challenges to extending the trail to the intersection.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced a drainage issue that was discussed in the plans for the 161st 
Avenue reconstruction project and asked for more detail on where that is located. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek identified the path that much of the drainage from Central Park 
and its parking lot system followed.  He stated that as part of the 161st project, storm sewer and 
catch basins were installed along with a swale into the pond.  He identified the low point coming 
off 159th and identified the larger area that is serviced by the pond. 
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Assistant City Engineer Feriancek reviewed the anticipated timeline for moving forward to the 
Council and related to bidding and construction.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove referenced the Alpine Drive project, noting there is a median at the 
intersection of Alpine and Highway 47 and asking if that would stay. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek replied that the median would stay.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove asked if the trail bids were based on the length of the trail to create a rough 
estimate. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek replied that the trails were based off a quick estimate of the 
area.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Howell, seconded by Councilmember Olson, to recommend City 
Council authorization to prepare plans and specifications for 2025 Pavement Management 
Program Projects, including the bid alternates for trails as discussed. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Chairperson Musgrove, Councilmembers Howell and Olson.  Voting 
No: None. 
 
6. COMMITTEE / STAFF INPUT 
 
6.01: Discuss Use of Recycled Asphalt Shingles for Paving Operations 
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby reviewed the staff report and asked for input from 
the Committee. 
 
Councilmember Olson stated that he would be interested in the additional information as he had 
the same questions that were included in the staff presentation.   
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby confirmed that staff can continue to do research once 
some of the road planning is wrapped up. 
 
Councilmember Howell thanked staff for bringing this forward and hoped that she could gather 
some additional information as well.   
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby confirmed the consensus of the Committee to place 
this item on the future topics calendar. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove recognized that sometimes staff is required to complete training and 
perhaps there would be some type of training or education session on this topic.   
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby commented that there are many avenues that could 
be used to learn more about this.  He explained that if the City chose to use this method for 
patching, they would use a contractor that uses the mix and would not make the mix themselves.   
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Councilmember Howell asked if there could be a requirement for residents to dispose of asphalt 
shingles at a City location.  She stated that the City could then partner with a company that would 
collect the material and provide a cost savings in return to the City on the patching mix.  
 
6.02: Receive Updates on Improvement Projects, Studies, and Items of Interest 
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby provided an update on current and proposed City, 
County, and MnDOT improvement projects and studies, and on other items of interest to the 
Committee. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove thanked staff, and the partners involved in the River’s Bend regional pond.  
She noted a project for Waco that is slated for 2033 and asked if that could be moved to 2030. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Feriancek stated that project would be MSA funded and therefore it is a 
matter of funding allocation.  He stated that the CIP is reviewed annually, and they can continue 
to monitor that.   
 
6.03: Review Future Topics Calendar 
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby reviewed the future topics calendar.   
 
Chairperson Musgrove asked and received confirmation that the County would be the lead on 
potential roundabouts for County Road 5.  She asked why the gravel road policy was highlighted. 
 
City Engineer/Public Works Director Westby commented that staff is working to develop solid 
cost estimates for each segment and will present that information at the January meeting.  He stated 
that staff had a meeting scheduled with MnDOT for the TH 47 trail segment, but that was canceled.  
He stated that staff will continue to work on rescheduling the meeting.  He stated that typically, 
there is not a December meeting and received confirmation from the Committee to cancel that 
meeting. 
 
Chairperson Musgrove acknowledged that she and Councilmember Howell will not be returning 
in January and thanked staff for their hard work, noting that it has been great to be a member of 
the Committee. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilmember Howell, seconded by Councilmember Olson, to adjourn the Public 
Works Committee meeting.  
 
Motion carried.   
 
 
 
 



Public Works Committee / November 19, 2024 
Page 8 of 8 

The regular meeting of the Public Works Committee adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________ 
Bruce Westby 
City Engineer/Public Works Director 

Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 



6. 2. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Not Applicable 

Title:
Adopt Resolution #25-041 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of Accounts Payable
Invoicing Received During the Period of January 23, 2025 through February 5, 2025.

Purpose/Background:
Adopt Resolution #25-041 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment of Accounts Payable
Invoicing Received During the Period of January 23, 2025 through February 5, 2025.

Recommendation:
Staff Recommends to Adopt Resolution #25-041 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing Payment
of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of January 23, 2025 through February 5, 2025.

Outcome/Action:
Staff Recommends to ?Adopt Resolution #25-041 Approving Cash Disbursements Made and Authorizing
Payment of Accounts Payable Invoicing Received During the Period of January 23, 2025 through February 5,
2025.

Attachments
Bills List 2/11/2025 
Resolution 25-041 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Diana Lund Diana Lund 02/06/2025 07:59 AM
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 08:30 AM
Form Started By: Tammy Oakes Started On: 02/05/2025 03:10 PM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 



























































Councilmember   introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION #25-041 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CASH DISBURSEMENTS MADE AND AUTHORIZING 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICING RECEIVED DURING THE 

PERIOD OF JANUARY 23, 2025 THROUGH FEBRUARY 5, 2025 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey Finance Department has made cash disbursements and 

received accounts payable invoicing during the period of January 23, 2025 through February 5, 

2025 in the amount of $1,436,770.36 and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Ramsey is required to authorize payment for 

all disbursement transactions. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 

 

1) That the Ramsey City Council hereby approves the cash disbursements made and 

authorizes payment of the accounts payable invoices as detailed in the attached Bills List 

for the period January 23, 2025 through February 5, 2025 in the amount of $1,436,770.36. 

 

The motion for adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 

, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

 

 Mayor  

 Councilmember  

 Councilmember  

 Councilmember 

 Councilmember  

 Councilmember  

 Councilmember  

 

and the following voted against the same: 

 

 None 

 

and the following abstained: 

 

 None 

 

and the following were absent: 

 

 None 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 

the 11th day of February, 2025. 

 

              

       Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Clerk 

 



6. 3. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Promote economic growth and development. 

Title:
Adopt Resolution #25-015, Approving a Development Agreement for Blanery LLC at 6591 141st Avenue NW

Purpose/Background:
On November 12th, 2024, the City Council approved the Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan for Blanery LLC
at 6591 141st Avenue NW. Since that date, the Applicant has supplied engineering cost estimates to Staff as part
of drafting the Development Agreement. The Development Agreement is standard in its form.

The requested action is to approve the Development Agreement for the approved development. This is the last
step in Council actions before Blanery LLC can close on the City-owned land and apply for a building permit.

Notification:
No notification is needed for this action. 

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this request are the Applicant's responsibility.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the Development Agreement.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #25-015, Approving a Development Agreement for Blanery LLC at 6591 141st
Avenue NW.

Attachments
Resolution #25-015 Development Agreement 
Development Agreement 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 08:30 AM
Form Started By: Adam Martin Started On: 01/29/2025 03:13 PM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 



Councilmember __________ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #25-015 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR “BLANERY 
LLC” 

 
WHEREAS, The City of Ramsey received an application from Blanery LLC (the 

“Applicant”), requesting approval of a Conditional Use Permit for Motor Vehicle Repair on the 
property legally described as follows: 

 
All that part of the North 200 feet of the South 233 feet of the South half of the Southeast 

quarter  of Section 27, Range 32, Township 25, Anoka County, Minnesota, lying West of the 
East 1146 feet thereof and lying East of a line parallel with the East line of said South half of the 

Southeast quarter drawn Northerly from a point on the South line of said South half of the 
Southeast quarter a distance of 266.00 feet East of the Northwest corner of Lot 1 of the duly 
recorded plat of Auditor’s Subdivision Number 30, said Anoka County, said 266 feet being 
measured at right angles to the West line of said Lot 1 together with an easement for road 

purposes over the South 33 feet of the East 1146 feet of the South half of the Southeast quarter, 
Anoka County, Minnesota 

 
(the “Subject Property”). 

 
WHEREAS, the Subject Property is zoned I-1, Light Industrial District, and is guided for 

Business Park land uses in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Applicant is proposing to construct a Motor Vehicle Repair business on an 

0.95-acre lot; and   
 

WHEREAS, all Motor Vehicle Repair uses within the I-1 zoning district require Conditional 
Use Permits and formal Site Plan Reviews from Planning Commission and City Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Applicant submitted a Site Plan alongside the Conditional Use Permit 

application to Staff on September 14, 2024; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Applicant appeared before the Planning Commission for a public hearing on 
October 24, 2024, that said public hearing was property advertised; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan at 

their regular meeting on October 24, 2024 and recommended approval of both; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed and approved that request at their meeting on 
November 12, 2024; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Development Agreement is required to provide financial guaranty of site 

improvements for proposed developments; and 
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WHEREAS, the proposed Development Agreement conforms to City Code requirements; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed the request at their meeting on February 11, 2025.  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THIS CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 
That the Ramsey City Council hereby grants approval of the Development Agreement for Blanery 
LLC on the Subject Property in accordance with relevant City Codes, subject to the following 
conditions: 
 
1) Final legal form approved by the City Attorney.  

2) That the Applicant enters into a Development Agreement with the City. 

3) That the Mayor and City Administrator are authorized to sign the Development Agreement. 
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BLANERY LLC 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

This Agreement (hereinafter the “Agreement”) is dated as of this 11th  day of February, 2025, and 

is by and between the City of Ramsey, a Minnesota municipal corporation (the “CITY”) and BLANERY 

LLC, a Minnesota limited liability corporation (the “PERMITTEE”). 

Recitals 

 

A. The PERMITTEE is the fee title owner of land generally known as 6591 141st Avenue Northwest, 

Ramsey, MN 55303 and legally described as: 

 

All that part of the North 200 feet of the South 233 feet of the South half of the Southeast quarter  

of Section 27, Range 32, Township 25, Anoka County, Minnesota, lying West of the East 1146 feet 

thereof and lying East of a line parallel with the East line of said South half of the Southeast quarter 

drawn Northerly from a point on the South line of said South half of the Southeast quarter a distance 

of 266.00 feet East of the Northwest corner of Lot 1 of the duly recorded plat of Auditor’s 

Subdivision Number 30, said Anoka County, said 266 feet being measured at right angles to the 

West line of said Lot 1 together with an easement for road purposes over the South 33 feet of the 

East 1146 feet of the South half of the Southeast quarter, Anoka County, Minnesota. 

 

(the “Subject Property”)   

 

B. That on September 14, 2024, the CITY received a Land Use Application from Aliaksandr 

Blashchanitsa on behalf of Blanery LLC (the “PERMITTEE”) requesting a Conditional Use 

Permit and Site Plan as part of a proposal to construct a commercial building for motor vehicle 

repair operations on the Subject Property, and associated site improvements (cumulatively, the 

“New Building”). 

 

C. That on October 24, 2024, the Planning Commission reviewed and recommended approval of the 

Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan. 

 

D. That on November 12, 2024, the City Council adopted Resolution #24-303, which approved the 

Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan for the proposed New Building. 
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E. The PERMITTEE intends to cause the Required Improvements to the Subject Property to be 

constructed without financial participation by the CITY. 

 

Agreement 

 

SECTION I 

REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS AND FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

1. City Code Compliance.  The CITY approves the site plan (the “Site Plan”) conditioned on the 

PERMITTEE developing the Subject Property in accordance with the applicable provisions of 

City Code.  

 

2. Conformance with the Plans.  The Subject Property shall be developed in accordance with the 

final plans (the “Plans”) prepared by Demarc Land Surveying & Engineering dated December 6, 

2024 and Negen Associates and dated November 1, 2024. The Plans remain subject to: (a) City 

Staff’s review and approval of the Plans to, among other things, confirm that the revisions 

requested in the CITY’s review have been made; and (b) such further revisions as the 

PERMITTEE may propose and the CITY approves.  The Plans shall not be attached to this 

Agreement, but are in the CITY’s files.    

 

3. Incorporation of All City Code Requirements.  That the recitals above and the applicable 

provisions of the City Charter, Subdivision Code, and Zoning Code of the CITY, as amended to 

date hereof, are incorporated herein by reference. 

 

4. State Building Code Compliance. The structure(s) shall be constructed in accordance with the 

requirements of the Building Code.  

 

5. Fire Lanes. Fire lanes shall be maintained on the Subject Property. The exact locations of these 

items on the Subject Property shall be as directed by the Fire Chief. The PERMITTEE herein 

agrees to post “No Parking” signs along driveways in accordance with City Code requirements and 

in conjunction with the instructions of the Fire Chief. 

 

6. Required On-Site Improvements. The PERMITTEE shall construct and install the following 

site improvements on the Subject Property in accordance with the specifications and location as 

shown on the Plans. The Required Improvements and the allocated costs therefor are as follows:  

 

Required Improvement – Blanery Cost 125% of Cost 

Release Amount 

a. Site work (including lot grading, 

parking lot and driveway 

bituminous pavement, and 

concrete walkways, curb, and 

gutter) 

$97,550.00 $121,938.00 

b. Landscaping (including temporary 

and permanent erosion control) 

$5,234.00 $6,542.00 

c. Storm drainage facilities $25,306.00 $31,632.00 

d. Sanitary sewer service $6,820.00 $8,525.00 

e. Water services $10,081.00 $12,601.00 

TOTAL $144,991.00 $181,238.00 
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 ("Required Improvements") 

 

The PERMITTEE agrees to construct the Required Improvements according to the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement, in accordance with the Plans, and in compliance with Staff review 

comments. 

 

7. Required Off-Site Improvements. The PERMITTEE shall construct and install the following 

site improvements in the right-of-way of 141st Avenue NW and Basalt Street NW immediately 

south and west of the Subject Property in accordance with the specifications and location as shown 

on the Plans. The Required Improvements and the allocated costs therefor are as follows:  

 

Required Improvement – Blanery Cost 125% of Cost 

Release Amount 

f. Site work (including lot grading, 

parking lot and driveway 

bituminous pavement, and 

concrete walkways, curb, and 

gutter) 

$9,970.00 $12,463.00 

g. Landscaping (including temporary 

and permanent erosion control) 

$700.00 $875.00 

TOTAL $10,670.00 $13,338.00 

 

 ("Required Improvements") 

 

The PERMITTEE agrees to construct the Required Improvements according to the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement, in accordance with the Plans, and in compliance with Staff review 

comments. 

 

8. Required Improvements Completion Date.  The Required Improvements shall be                   

completed within twenty-four (24) months from the date of Site Plan approval for the New 

Building, subject to Unavoidable Delays. For the purposes of this Agreement, Unavoidable Delays 

means delays, outside the control of the party claiming its occurrence, which are the result of 

strikes, other labor troubles, unusually severe or prolonged bad weather, acts of God, global 

pandemic, epidemic, fire or other casualty to the Project, litigation commenced by third parties 

which, by injunction or other similar judicial action or by the exercise of reasonable discretion, 

results in delays, or acts of any federal, state or local governmental unit other than the CITY. 

 

9. Required Improvements Financial Guaranty.  In order to ensure the installation of the Required 

Improvements in accordance with CITY specifications and in a timely manner, the PERMITTEE 

shall be required to deposit with the CITY a cash escrow or an irrevocable letter of credit, approved 

as to form by the CITY, in the amount of One Hundred Ninety-Four Thousand Five Hundred 

Seventy-Six Dollars and No Cents ($194,576.00), which is 125% of the CITY's estimated cost 

of the Required Improvements for the on-site and off-site improvements. Prior to the issuance of 

the building permit, the financial guaranty must be provided as required herein. 

  

At the request of PERMITTEE, the CITY shall, not more frequently that once monthly, release 

that part of the Financial Guaranty for any completed portion of the Required Improvements in the 

amount set forth in Section 6 that have been accepted in writing by the CITY.  Upon completion 

of the construction of all or any remaining of the Required Improvements and written acceptance 

by the CITY, the financial guaranty shall be returned to the PERMITTEE and the PERMITTEE 

shall be required to provide the landscaping maintenance guaranty described in Section III 
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Paragraph 11 of this Agreement.  The determination of completion of the construction of the 

Required Improvements shall be made by the CITY.  In the event the PERMITTEE fails to 

construct and install the Required Improvements as required herein, the City Council may order 

the completion of the Required Improvements with CITY day labor and/or by letting contracts 

for said completion and draw upon the escrow for payment.  Only the City Council shall have the 

authority to direct completion of the Required Improvements and withdraw from the escrow 

account.  The PERMITTEE hereby grants permission and a license to the CITY and/or its 

contractors and assigns to enter upon the Subject Property for the purpose of completing the 

construction and installation of the Required Improvements in the event of the PERMITTEE’s 

default. 

 

10. Site Inspection Fees.  The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for all site inspection costs incurred 

by the CITY related to the installation of Required Improvements.  The PERMITTEE shall 

make a cash deposit into the appropriate escrow account at the CITY and the CITY shall have the 

authority to draw upon these funds for the purpose of compensating for inspection services.  The 

amount of the deposit shall be equal to five percent (5%) of the estimated cost of the Required 

Improvements, which equates to Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-Three Dollars and 

No Cents ($7,783.00) (5% x $155,661.00).  Upon completion of the Required Improvements to 

the satisfaction of the CITY, any surplus balance remaining in the CITY’s escrow account shall 

be refunded to the PERMITTEE. 

 

11. Street Sign Fee.  While the CITY provides and installs the street name and traffic control signage, 

the PERMITTEE is responsible for paying for them at a rate of $265 per sign.  PERMITTEE 

must pay a Street Sign Fee of $530.00 ($265 x 2 “no parking from here to corner” signs). 

 

SECTION II 

DEVELOPMENT FEE INFORMATION 

 

The Subject Property is a buildable lot of record. However, the lot is not currently connected to municipal 

water, sanitary sewer, or storm sewer, and the Required Improvements propose connecting to each of 

these three utilities. Thus, Items 12 through 17 in this section are included in the development fees for 

Blanery LLC. The PERMITTEE must pay these fees prior to constructing the Required Improvements. 

 

12. Storm Water Management Fee.  The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying applicable 

Storm Water Management Fee requirements for connecting to municipal storm sewer services. The 

PERMITTEE must pay a Storm Water Management Fee of $5,207.00 (0.95 acres x $5,481.00 per 

acre). 

 

13. Park Dedication and Trail Development.  Since the Subject Property is a lot of record and is 

not subject to platting, no Park Dedication or Trail Development fees apply to this project.   

 

14. Sanitary Sewer Connection (Trunk) Fees. The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying 

applicable Sanitary Sewer Trunk Fee requirements for connecting to sanitary sewer services. The 

PERMITTEE must pay a Sanitary Sewer Trunk Fee of $3,976.00 (0.95 acres x $4,185.00 per 

acre). 

 

15. Sanitary Sewer Lateral Benefit Fees. The lateral benefit charge was paid through TIF District #2. 

 

16. Water Connection (Trunk) Fees. The PERMITTEE is responsible for satisfying applicable 

Water Trunk Fee requirements for connecting to municipal water services. The PERMITTEE 

must pay a Water Trunk Fee of $7,185.00 (0.95 acres x $7,563.00 per acre). 



Blanery LLC 

Development Agreement 

Page 5 of 9 

 

17. Water Lateral Benefit Fees. The lateral benefit charge was paid through TIF District #2. 

 

SECTION III 

PERMITS AND OCCUPANCY  

 

18. Requirements for Building Permit. 

 

a. No building permit shall be issued until the PERMITTEE has: (a) installed a Class 5 driving 

surface to within 300 feet of the structure; (b) provided the CITY Building Official with a 

Certificate of Survey; (c) the financial guaranty described in Section I Paragraph 8 to the CITY; 

and (d) obtained all necessary permits from the Lower Rum River Watershed Management 

Organization and has provided a copy of such permit to the CITY, if applicable; and   

 

b. No occupancy permit shall be issued until the PERMITTEE has: (a) constructed vehicular 

access to the lot, including the installation of at least one layer of bituminous surfacing; and (b) 

constructed all utilities and storm water facilities this Agreement requires to serve the lot and 

such utilities and storm water facilities are in place, operational and accepted by the CITY. 

 

SECTION IV 

ON-SITE LANDSCAPING 

 

19. Maintenance Guaranty for Landscaping.  It is herein agreed that the PERMITTEE shall 

provide a maintenance guaranty to ensure the survival of the plantings.  Said maintenance guaranty 

shall consist of cash or an irrevocable letter of credit, approved as to form by the CITY, in the 

amount of One Thousand Eight Hundred Forty-Five Dollars and No Cents ($1,845.00)  

[# plantings (16 trees and 18 shrubs) x cost/planting ($300/tree and $75/shrub) x 30% average non-

survival rate], which shall be in effect for a two (2) year period commencing on the date of the 

CITY’s written acceptance of said plantings as part of the Required Improvements. 

At the end of the two (2) year period, the PERMITTEE shall contact the CITY to schedule a final 

inspection of the landscaping. The determination that all plantings that have been planted in 

accordance with the Plans have either survived or have been replaced shall be made by the CITY.  

Upon approval of the final landscape inspection by the CITY, the maintenance guaranty shall be 

returned to the PERMITTEE.  In the event the PERMITTEE fails to maintain the required 

plantings for a two (2) year period, the City Council may order the replacement of plantings with 

CITY day labor and/or by letting contracts and draw upon the escrow for payment.  Only the City 

Council shall have the authority to direct replacement of the plantings and withdraw from the 

escrow account.  The PERMITTEE hereby grants permission and a license to the CITY and/or 

its contractors and assigns to enter upon the Subject Property for the purpose of replacing 

plantings in the event of the PERMITTEE default. 

 

SECTION V 

GENERAL 

 

20. As-Built Record Plan. The PERMITTEE shall provide the CITY with a set of re­producible as-

built plans in Computer Aided Drafting (CAD) format upon completion of storm sewer, sanitary 

sewer, and water connections at the stubs in Riverdale Drive NW. 

 

21. Survey Monumentation. The PERMITTEE must protect all lot corner stakes and survey 

monumentation at all lot corners.  
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22. Boulevard and Area Restoration.  The PERMITTEE shall be responsible for restoring all areas 

disturbed by the development grading operation in accordance with the approved erosion and 

sediment control plan.  The PERMITTEE shall also be responsible for the cost of cleaning any 

soil, earth or debris from the wetlands within and adjacent to the Subject Property resulting from 

grading performed in the development of the land. 

 

23. Construction Site Maintenance.  The PERMITTEE shall adhere to all CITY ordinances relating 

to, but not limited to, dumping of garbage, site development, construction debris, open burning, 

etc. 

 

24. Construction, Hours and Entrance Signs.  The CITY restricts construction and delivery hours 

to Monday through Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  The PERMITTEE is required to provide a 

sign at each entrance point stating delivery and construction operation hours.  Said signs are not to 

exceed eighty (80) square feet in size and must be clearly visible at all times during the construction 

period.  

 

25. Estimated Cost.  It is understood and agreed that cost amounts set forth in this Agreement as 

Required Improvements, unless specified as fixed amounts, are estimated.  The PERMITTEE 

agrees to pay the entire cost of said improvements including interest, engineering and legal charges. 

 

26. Site Plan Approval Expenses.  The PERMITTEE agrees that it will pay to the CITY all CITY 

expenses incurred in the approval of the Site Plan, including, but not limited to administration 

expenses, engineering and legal fees.  Said expenses shall be paid within fifteen (15) days of billing 

by the CITY and outstanding billings shall be paid prior to issuance of the building permit.  Any 

expenses incurred after the release of the building permit shall also be paid within said fifteen (15) 

day billing period.  Failure to pay the CITY’s expenses within the fifteen (15) day billing period 

will permit the CITY to draw upon any of the escrows required by this contract for payment. 

 

27. Reimbursement to the City.  The PERMITTEE agrees to reimburse the CITY for all costs 

incurred by the CITY in defense or enforcement of this Agreement, or any portion thereof, 

including court costs and reasonable engineering and attorney's fees. 

 

28. Invalidity of Any Section.  If any portion, section, subsection, sentence, clause, paragraph or 

phrase of this Agreement is for any reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

such decision shall not affect or void any of the other provisions of this Agreement. 

 

29. Proof of Authority.  When the PERMITTEE is a corporation, the CITY requires proof of 

authority by the corporation to execute this Agreement.  This proof of authority may be satisfied 

by providing the CITY with a certified copy of minutes of the corporate Board of Directors granting 

such authority. 

 

30. Violation of This Permit.  If the PERMITTEE fails to perform any of the terms of this 

Agreement in the manner required by the CITY, the CITY shall be entitled to recover, from the 

PERMITTEE or the issuer of PERMITTEE financial guarantee, the full amount of any and all 

financial guarantees.  Breach of any of the terms of this Agreement by the PERMITTEE shall 

also be grounds for denial of Building Permit or issuance of Certificate of Occupancy. 

 

31. Certificate of Occupancy.  The term “Certificate of Occupancy” as used in this Agreement shall 

be defined as a document issued by the CITY’s Building Official, which authorizes the structure 

to be used for its intended purposes. 



Blanery LLC 

Development Agreement 

Page 7 of 9 

 

32. Agreement Binding on Successors and Assigns.  The PERMITTEE agrees that this Agreement 

shall be binding upon its successors and assigns. 

 

33. Notices.  Required notices shall be in writing, and shall be either hand delivered to the Parties, its 

employees or agents, or mailed to them by certified or registered mail at the following address: 

 

TO PERMITTEE: 

Blanery LLC 

Attn: Aliaksandr Blashchanitsa 

4764 Erickson Drive 

New Hope, MN 55428 

 

TO THE CITY: 

City of Ramsey 

Attn: Community Development Director 

7550 Sunwood Dr. NW 

Ramsey, MN 55303 

[The rest of this page left intentionally blank] 
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THE PERMITTEE: 

Blanery LLC 

 

 

By:______________________________ 

Aliaksandr Blashchanitsa 

Its: Owner 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

) ss. 

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _______ day of ____________, 2025, by 

Aliaksandr Blashchanitsa, the Owner of Blanery LLC, a Minnesota limited liability corporation, on behalf 

of the company. 

 

 

_

_______________________________   

 Notary Public 
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THE CITY: 

 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

 

By:______________________________ 

Ryan Heineman 

Its: Mayor 

 

 

 

 

By:______________________________ 

Brian Hagen 

Its: City Administrator 

 

 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

) ss. 

COUNTY OF ANOKA   ) 

  

The forgoing instrument was acknowledged before me on this______________ day of_______________ 

2025, by Ryan Heineman and Brian Hagen, the Mayor and the City Administrator of the City of Ramsey, 

a charter city and municipal corporation organized under the laws of the state of Minnesota on behalf of the 

City. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Notary Public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document drafted by:    This document reviewed by: 

City of Ramsey      HKB Law, P.A. 

7550 Sunwood Drive NW    413 Wacouta Street, Suite 550 

Ramsey, MN 55303     St. Paul, MN 55101     

 

 

 

   



6. 4. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Not Applicable 

Title:
Adopt Resolution #25-035 Approving Partial Payment to GMH Asphalt Corporation for Improvement Project
#24-03, 2024 NE Ramsey Street Reconstruction.

Purpose/Background:
Resolution and Pay Request Attached.

Recommendation:
The Senior Engineering Technician has inspected the completed work and recommends partial payment to GMH
Asphalt Corporation for improvement project #24-03, 2024 NE Ramsey Street Reconstruction in the amount of
$65,103.12.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution #25-035 approving partial payment to GMH Asphalt Corporation for improvement
project #24-03, 2024 NE Ramsey Street Reconstruction in the amount of $65,103.12.

Attachments
Resolution #25-035 
Pay Request 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Bruce Westby Bruce Westby 02/05/2025 09:22 AM
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 08:30 AM
Form Started By: Stacie Damjanovich Started On: 01/30/2025 09:06 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 



Councilmember ____ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #25-035 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTIAL PAYMENT No. 5 TO GMH ASPHALT CORPORATION 
FOR 2024 NE RAMSEY STREET RECONSTRUCTIONS, IMPROVEMENT PROJECT #24-03 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Ramsey proposes to reconstruct the streets within the Ford Brook Estates 
3rd, Rodeo Hills Estates, Valley View Acres, and Section 01 Unplatted north of CR 27 subdivisions as 
identified within the 2024 – 2033 10-Year Capital Improvement Program; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council Resolution #23-199, adopted August 22, 2023, The 

City Council awarded the proposal from Hakanson Anderson to prepare final plans and specifications for 
2024 NE Ramsey Street Reconstruction, Improvement Project #24-03; and  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council Resolution #23-279, adopted November 14, 2023, 

the City Council awarded the proposal from Haugo Geotechnical Services, LLC to preform geotechnical 
proposals for Improvement Project #24-03; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council Resolution #24-032, adopted January 23, 2024, the 

City Council negotiated a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Nowthen for 2024 NE Ramsey Street 
Reconstruction, Improvement Project #24-03; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council Resolution #24-109, adopted April 23, 2024, the 
City Council approved final plans and specifications as prepared by Hakanson Anderson and authorized 
advertisement for bids for the same improvements; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ramsey City Council Resolution #24-139, adopted May 28, 2024, a 

contract was awarded to GMH Asphalt Corporation of Chaska, Minnesota, in the amount of $2,441,039.52 
for said improvements; and 

 
WHEREAS, as of February 11, 2025 $2,141,728.63 has been paid to date; and 
 
WHEREAS, as of February 11, 2025 $376,979.29 has been paid to the City of Ramsey from the 

City of Nowthen to date; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Senior Engineering Technician has inspected the completed work and 

recommends partial payment No. 5 to GMH Asphalt Corporation of Chaska, Minnesota, for improvement 
project #24-03 2024 NE Ramsey Street Reconstructions, in the amount of $65,103.12. The City of Nowthen 
is therefore to be invoiced by the City of Ramsey $16,118.57 according to the Joint Powers Agreement 
adopted on January 23, 2024.  

 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
 
1) The City Council hereby authorizes partial payment No. 5 to GMH Asphalt Corporation of Chaska, 

Minnesota for Improvement Project #24-03, 2024 NE Ramsey Street Reconstructions in the amount 
of $65,103.12. 

 
2) The City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the release form for 

this payment. 
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3) The total amount of this payment is not included in resolutions approving payment of bills for the 
date of February 11, 2025.  

 
4) The City of Ramsey Finance Department will be provided a signed copy of this resolution. 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember ______           
and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
 
 and the following voted against the same: 
 
  
 
and the following abstained: 
 
 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this the 11th 
day of February, 2025. 
 
 
              
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
  















6. 5. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Not Applicable 

Title:
Adopt Resolution #25-039 Approving Proposal for Interim Stormwater Management and Water Resources
Engineering Services 

Purpose/Background:
The Civil Engineer IV position in Engineering will be vacated soon due to a pending retirement.  Approximately
70-percent of this position's time is spent reviewing stormwater management design calculations/models/reports,
administering permit applications for the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization (LRRWMO),
serving as staff liaison to the LRRWMO and attending the monthly Board meetings, managing the City of
Ramsey's Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) program, inspecting stormwater infrastructure,
addressing public inquiries related to stormwater management and wetlands, managing and programming
stormwater capital improvement projects, and other various duties pertaining to stormwater management and
water resources.

Other staff do not currently possess the required knowledge, skills and abilities to fulfill these duties.  Contracted
professional services are therefore required to temporarily support staff in fulfilling these duties until the vacancy
in Engineering is filled and any required training can be completed to allow these duties to be successfully
fulfilled in-house again.  Because Bolton & Menk has a positive working relationship with staff and has provided
engineering support services to the city in the past on similar stormwater management and water resources tasks,
staff requested that they submit an interim stormwater management and water resources engineering
services proposal.  Attached is a copy of Bolton & Menk's proposal, which states they are available immediately
to provide assistance and will bill the city on an hourly basis per their 2025 schedule of fees. Staff has reviewed
their proposal and feel Bolton & Menk's proposed team will work well and that their fees are reasonable in
comparison to similar engineering consultants.

The City Engineer/Public Works Director will serve as interim staff liaison to the LRRWMO and will attend all
monthly LRRWMO Board meetings. 

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Typically, staff strive to ensure more than one staff person is capable of completing a specific task to allow
in-house staff to cover for others when out of the office, rather than enlisting contracted services.  Engineering
will therefore request sufficient training funds during the 2026 budget process to cover additional stormwater
management training for other Engineering staff.     

Funding Source:
All interim stormwater management and water resources engineering services provided by Bolton & Menk
will be funded using stormwater funds and private development escrows. This is the same funding split utilized
for the Civil Engineer IV position.

Recommendation:
Due to an immediate need for contracted professional services, as well as Bolton & Menk's positive working



Due to an immediate need for contracted professional services, as well as Bolton & Menk's positive working
relationship with staff and overall familiarity with the city, staff recommends adopting Resolution #25-039
approving the attached Bolton & Menk proposal for interim stormwater management and water resources
engineering services. 

Outcome/Action:
Adopt Resolution #25-039 approving Bolton & Menk's proposal for Interim Stormwater Management and Water
Resources Engineering Services.

Attachments
BMI Proposal Interim SW&WR Services 
Resolution 25-039 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 08:46 AM
Form Started By: Bruce Westby Started On: 02/05/2025 07:09 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

7533 Sunwood Drive NW 

Suite 206 

Ramsey, MN 55303 
 

Phone: (763) 433-2851 

Bolton-Menk.com 

 

January 31, 2025 

 

Bruce Westby, PE 

City Engineer, Public Works Director 

7550 Sunwood Dr. NW 

Ramsey, MN 55303 

RE: Proposal for Interim Stormwater Management & Water Resources Engineering Services 

 City of Ramsey, MN 

Dear Mr. Westby: 

The City of Ramsey is seeking interim stormwater management and water resources support during a 

period of staff transition. Bolton & Menk appreciates the opportunity to present this proposal to assist 

the City with these services.   

Scope of Services 

The scope of services can be expanded or reduced based the immediate needs of the City during this 

transition period. Generally, the scope of services includes, but may not be limited to, the following: 

• Provide water resources engineering support including regular consultation with city staff on a 

multitude of stormwater management, drainage, local flooding, water quality, etc. items. 

• Review stormwater management design calculations, plans and reports for private development  

submittals. 

• Review Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization (LRRWMO) stormwater and  

wetland permit applications, including all necessary coordination with LRRWMO staff and the  

LRRWMO Engineer (currently BARR Engineering).  Bolton & Menk staff will work to ensure full  

compliance with LRRWMO and City MS4 standards for all development reviews. 

• Coordinate regional hydraulic model updates based on development reviews and other drainage  

related concerns. 

• Support City staff as needed with stormwater management design efforts on City-led projects,  

including coordination with the LRRWMO.  The City will lead the actual permitting efforts. 

• Support the MS4 program. Depending on the duration of our services, this may include the 

following: 

o Conduct MS4 Annual Review. These are typically due in June of each year. Bolton & 

Menk will leverage past annual program reviews and work with staff to collect the 

necessary supporting documentation (public education, plan reviews, construction site 

inspections, etc.). 
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o Support ongoing and new construction site inspections in alignment with previous City 

staff efforts. That is, conduct inspections as needed at the frequency of previous 

inspections and complete in-place inspection forms. 

o Assist the City in documenting all completed MS4 activities. 

In addition to the above tasks, there will be time required to become more familiar with previous City 

approaches to projects. Also, we will be available as a resource for City staff to discuss modeling, MS4 

support, inspections, etc. 

Proposed Staff, Current Availability, and 2025 Rates 

Bolton & Menk will leverage water resources engineering and design staff to provide these support 

services. The following staff have availability to support the City of Ramsey. As availability needs evolve, 

this team is subject to change. Any anticipated staff changes will be communicated with the City. We 

propose a Project Manager, Tim Olson, PE as the primary point of contact for these services. Also, Kevin 

Kielb, PE and Zach Lingl, PE are available as needed.   

 

Staff Person Role Role Description Availability 2025 Rate 

Tim Olson, PE, CFM  Project 

Manager 

Provide past City of Ramsey 

stormwater management 

experience, senior water 

resources project 

management, and leadership; 

ensure delivery of projects in 

time and budget; facilitate 

meetings and communication 

with stakeholders. 

10 - 20% $227.00/Hr 

Paul Strong, PE  Project 

Engineering 

Lead 

Support the project manager 

in delivery of technical 

project components; work 

with design staff on day-to-

day project coordination; 

support construction plan 

review. 

10 - 20% $170.00/Hr 

Kyra Oliver, PE  Project 

Engineer 

Support project design 

deliver; coordinate permit 

development. 

20 - 40% $170.00/Hr 

Gianna Turturillo, EIT  Design 

Engineer 

Provide technical project 

support; coordinate MS4 

related items. 

30 - 50% $150.00/Hr 

We have also attached our general 2025 Rate Table for your review. 
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We are prepared to begin water resources support immediately. If you have any questions, please 

contact Kevin Kielb or Tim Olson. 

Sincerely, 

Bolton & Menk, Inc. 

 

 

Timothy J. Olson, PE, CFM     Kevin P. Kielb, PE 

Principal Water Resources Engineer    Principal Engineer 

(651) 724-0404       (651) 968-7760 

 

Attachment: 2025 Rate Table 

 



Submitted by Bolton & Menk, Inc.

The following fee schedule is based upon 
competent, responsible professional services 
and is the minimum, below which adequate 
professional standards cannot be maintained. 
It is, therefore, to the advantage of both 
the professional and the client that fees be 
commensurate with the service rendered. 
Charges are based on hours spent at hourly 
rates in effect for the individuals performing 
the work. The hourly rates for principals and 
members of the staff vary according to skill 
and experience. The current specific billing 
rate for any individual can be provided upon 
request.

The fee schedule shall apply for the period 
through December 31, 2025. These rates may 
be adjusted annually thereafter to account 
for changed labor costs, inflation, or changed 
overhead conditions.

These rates include labor, general business, 
and other normal and customary expenses 
associated with operating a professional 
business. For projects with typical expenses 
and unless otherwise agreed, the above 
rates include vehicle and personal expenses, 
mileage, telephone, survey stakes, and 
routine expendable supplies; no separate 
charges will be made for these activities 
and materials. Expenses beyond typical 
project expenses, non-routine expenses, 
and expenses beyond the agreed scope 
of services, such as out of town travel 
expenses, long travel distances, large 
quantities of prints, extra report copies, 
outsourced graphics and photographic 
reproductions, document recording fees, 
outside professional and technical assistance, 
and other items of this general nature will be 
invoiced separately. Rates and charges do not 
include sales tax, if applicable.

1 No separate charges will be made for GPS or robotic total stations on Bolton & Menk, Inc. 
survey assignments; the cost of this equipment is included in the rates for survey technicians.

*Specialized role not classified above otherwise.

**Highly specialized and industry expertise unique to the market or area of discipline.

Employee Classification 2025 Hourly 
Billing  

Graduate Engineer $125-185

Design Engineer $125-196

Project Engineer $145-215

Senior Project Engineer $160-215

Project Manager $135-240

Senior Project Manager $188-273

Architect $186-267

Planner $125-168

Senior Planner $170-228

Landscape Designer $98-196

Landscape Architect $148-176

Senior Landscape Architect $160-268

Survey Technician1 $90-196

Graduate Surveyor $122-190

Licensed Project Surveyor $180-225

Technician $75-182

Senior Technician $125-212

Administrative/Corporate Specialists $68-175

Specialist* $100-230

Practice Expert** $145-363

Principal** $175-316

Senior Principal** $218-333

GPS/Robotic Survey Equipment1 NO CHARGE

CAD/Computer Usage NO CHARGE

Routine Office Supplies NO CHARGE

Routine Photo Copying/Reproduction NO CHARGE

Field Supplies/Survey Stakes & Equipment NO CHARGE

Mileage NO CHARGE

2025 SCHEDULE OF FEES



Councilmember _____ introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #25-039 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPOSAL FOR INTERIM STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT AND WATER RESOURCES ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

WHEREAS, the Civil Engineer IV position in Engineering will be vacated soon due to a 
pending retirement; and 
 

WHEREAS, this position is responsible for completing numerous stormwater 
management and water resources duties; and 
 

WHEREAS, other staff do not currently possess the required knowledge, skills and 
abilities to fulfill these duties until the vacant position can be filled and required training can be 
completed to allow these duties to be successfully fulfilled in-house again; and 
 

WHEREAS, Bolton & Menk has a positive working relationship with staff and has 
provided engineering support services to the city in the past on similar stormwater management 
and water resources tasks so staff requested they submit an interim stormwater management and 
water resources engineering services proposal; and 
 

WHEREAS, Bolton & Menk is available to provide immediate assistance and proposes to 
bill the city on an hourly basis as outlined within their proposal; and  
 

WHEREAS, Bolton & Menk’s fees will be paid using stormwater funds and private 
development escrows, which is the same funding split utilized for the Civil Engineer IV position.  

  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY, STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows: 
 

1) The City Council hereby approves said professional services proposal from Bolton & Menk, Inc. 
to provide interim stormwater management and water resources engineering services for and on 
behalf of the City of Ramsey.  

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
_____, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
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and the following abstained: 
 
 
 
and the following were absent: 
 
 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council this 
the 11th day of February, 2025.   
 
 
              
       Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk  
 
 



8. 1. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  

Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Identify and implement operational efficiencies, cost savings and additional
funding sources.

Title:
Introduce Charter Recommended Ordinance #25-02 to Amend Chapter 3 of the Charter

Purpose/Background:
Purpose: The purpose of this case is to Introduce Ordinance #25-02, which is the recommendation from the
Charter Commission to amend Chapter 3 of the Charter. 

Background: The proposed amendments to the City Charter are mainly some housekeeping items, efficiency
items that mirror general practices by the City Council. Council received the recommendation to amend the
Charter at the January 28, 2025 work session. The proposed ordinance with the recommendation from the Charter
Commission, and a full version of the charter with redlined edits are attached to this case for reference. Below is a
brief rationale behind each proposed change.

The proposal is to eliminate the requirement that the ordinance be read aloud before adoption. The City Council
has historically utilized the charter provision to waive that requirement. With technology allowing full agenda
packets to be posted to the internet typically six days before the meeting, there is ample opportunity for residents
to review the ordinance ahead of time. Furthermore, from the first posting of an agenda with the introduction of an
ordinance to final consideration, an ordinance is posted to the internet for approximately three weeks. Lastly,
ordinances currently require a 30-day publication period before they become effective. This requirement is also
fairly unique, and state statute simply requires publication prior to it becoming effective. The Charter Commission
recommendation is to eliminate the 30-day waiting period. An added benefit to the near immediate effective date
is that staff can provide direction to residents on the changes without having to delay the enforcement of the
changes.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
With an amendment proposed by the Charter Commission, the City Council may amend the charter by
ordinance.  Within one month of receiving a recommendation to amend, the City must publish notice of a public
hearing of the proposal.  Within one month of the public hearing, the City Council must vote on the proposed
charter amendment.  If approved unanimously, the ordinance goes into effect 90 days after passage subject to no
petition being submitted by voters forcing a referendum.

January 28, 2025 - Recommendation received by Council
February 7, 2025 - Public Hearing Publication 
February 11, 2025 - Introduction of the Ordinance
February 25, 2025 - Public Hearing and Final Vote 
 

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommendation:
Staff's recommendation is to Introduce Ordinance #25-02: Amending Chapter 3 of the Charter. 
 



Outcome/Action:
Motion to Introduce Ordinance #25-02: Amending Chapter 3 of the Charter. 

Roll Call Vote

Attachments
Ordinance #25-02 
Full Charter with Proposed Changes 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 12:54 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 02/04/2025 11:07 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 



ORDINANCE #25-02 

 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY CHARTER OF THE  

CITY OF RAMSEY, MINNESOTA 

 

 

The City of Ramsey ordains: 

 

Underlined text is inserted into the Charter. 

Strikethrough text is deleted from the Charter. 

 

SECTION 1.  AUTHORITY 

 

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority of the City Charter of the City of Ramsey and 

such authority as it is given under Minnesota Statutes Section 410.12, subdivision 7. 

 

SECTION 2. 

 

Sec. 3.4 Ordinances, resolution and motions. is amended to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 3.4. Ordinances, resolutions and motions. 

 

3.4.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Charter ofor state statutes, an affirmative vote of 

four or more members of the council shall be required for the adoption of all ordinances, 

resolutions and motions. The votes of councilmembers on any action taken shall be recorded in 

accordance with state statutes.  

 

3.4.2 Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, all legislation shall be by ordinance. The 

vote on all ordinances shall be by a roll call vote.  

 

3.4.3 The general administrative business of the council shall be conducted by resolution or 

motion. 

 

SECTION 3. 

 

Sec. 3.7. Signing and publication of ordinances. is amended to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 3.7. Signing and publication of ordinances.  

 

The final version of every ordinance shall be read in full prior to passage by council 

unless such reading is waived by a majority vote of the council, provided that a copy of the 

ordinance is posted or otherwise made available to the public at least three working days prior to 
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the meeting at which it is to be adopted. The ordinance shall then be signed by the mayor, 

attested to by the city clerk, and filed and preserved by the city clerk. Each ordinance, or 

summary of such ordinance, shall be published at least once in the official newspaper. This 

summary of each ordinance shall include, in layman's terms, the intent of the ordinance. To the 

extent and in the manner provided by state statutes, an ordinance may incorporate by reference, a 

state statute, a state administrative rule or a state regulation, a code, or an ordinance or part 

thereof, without publishing the material referred to in full. 

 

SECTION 4.  

 

Sec. 3.9. When ordinances and resolutions passed by city council take effect. is amended to read 

as follows: 

 

Sec. 3.9. When ordinances and resolutions passed by city council take effect. 

 

Every resolution and emergency ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its 

adoption or at such later date as it specifies. Every other ordinance shall take effect 30 days after 

its upon publication or at such later date as it specifies. 

 

 

SECTION 5.  SUMMARY 

The following official summary of Ordinance #25-02 has been approved by the City Council of 

the City of Ramsey as clearly informing the public of the intent and effect of the Ordinance: 

 

Ordinance #25-02 amends Chapter 3. Council Procedures of the city charter related to noticing 

for meetings and procedures on ordinance adoptions.  

 

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This ordinance becomes effective 90 days after its passage and publication as provided by 

Minnesota Statutes Section 410.12, Subdivision 7, as may be modified by any action undertaken 

pursuant to City of Ramsey Charter Section 5. 

 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota, the ____ day of ____, 2025. 

 

 

      

Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

      

City Clerk 

 

 

Date Recommended by the Charter Commission: January 28, 2025 

Introduction date: February 11, 2025 
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Posting dates:  

Adoption date:  

Publication date:  

Effective date:  
 



Ramsey, Minnesota, Code of Ordinances
PART I CHARTER

PART I

CHARTER' 

CHAPTER 1. NAME, BOUNDARIES, POWERS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 1. 1. Name and boundaries. 

The City of Ramsey, Anoka County, Minnesota, shall continue to be a municipal corporation under that name

and with the same boundaries as now are or hereafter may be established. The city clerk shall keep in his/ her

office at least two copies of this Charter with amendments, and shall maintain in each copy an accurate and up- to- 

date description of the boundaries. The copies of the Charter, amendments and boundary descriptions shall be

available for public inspection anytime during regular office hours. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 1. 2. Powers of the city. 

The city shall have all powers which it may now or hereafter be possible for a municipal corporation in this

state to exercise in harmony with this Charter and with the constitutions of this state and of the United States and

with the statutes of this state. It is the intention of this Charter to confer upon the city every power which it would

have if it were specifically mentioned, unless otherwise provided in this Charter. The Charter shall be construed

liberally in favor of the city, and the specific mention of particular municipal powers in other sections of this

Charter does not limit the powers of the city to those thus mentioned. Unless granted to some other officer or

body, all powers are vested in the council. 

Sec. 1. 3. Charter a public act. 

This Charter shall be a public act and need not be pleaded or proved in any case. 

CHAPTER 2. FORM OF GOVERNMENT

Editor' s note( s)— Printed in this part is the city Charter, which Charter was originally adopted on May 22, 1984. 

Amendments are indicated by parenthetical history notes following amended provisions. The absence of a

history note indicates that the provision remains unchanged from the original. Obvious misspellings have

been corrected without notation. For stylistic purposes, headings and catchlines have been made uniform
and the same scheme for expression of numbers in text as appears in the Code has been used. A consistent

scheme of capitalization has also been used. Additions for clarity are indicated by brackets. 

State law reference( s)— City Charters generally, Minn. Stats. ch. 410. 

Ramsey, Minnesota, Code of Ordinances

Supp. No. 13) 

Created: 2025- 01- 03 16: 18: 19 [ EST] 
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Sec. 2. 1. Form of government. 

The form of government established by this Charter is the " Mayor -Council Plan" as defined by current

Minnesota state statutes. Except as otherwise provided by state statutes or this Charter, all powers of the city are

vested in the city council. 

Sec. 2. 2. Boards and commissions. 

There shall be no separate administrative board of health, library board, or any other administrative board or

commission except for the administration of a function jointly with another political subdivision. The council shall

itself be and perform the duties and exercise the powers of such boards and commissions provided for by state

statutes. The council may, however, establish or abolish by ordinance boards or commissions to advise the council

with respect to any municipal function or activity, or to perform quasi- judicial functions. Notice of initial formation

and all vacancies shall be published in the city newsletter and in the legal newspaper. Membership of the

economic development authority, environmental policy board, parks and recreation commission, planning

commission and any future boards and commissions the city council deems necessary shall not exceed nine

members, all members of which shall be residents of the City of Ramsey. 

Ord. No. 23- 04, § 2, 3- 28- 2023) 

Sec. 2. 3. Council composition and election. 

2. 3. 1 Mayor and council. The council shall be composed of the mayor, elected at large, two councilmembers

elected at -large, and four councilmembers, each of whom shall be elected from a separate ward as

established or amended pursuant to this Charter. The mayor and councilmembers shall be qualified electors. 
Each councilmember elected from a ward shall be a resident of the ward, but a change in ward boundaries

does not disqualify a councilmember from serving the remainder of a term. Except as hereinafter provided, 

councilmembers shall serve for a term of four years and until a successor is elected and qualifies. The mayor

shall serve for a term of four years and until a successor is elected and qualifies. The elections for the mayor

and councilmembers shall be held as provided in subsection 2. 3. 3. 

2. 3. 2 Wards. The city shall be divided into four separate wards. The boundaries of such wards shall be determined

by ordinance based upon population as determined by the most recent federal decennial census and shall be

as equal in population as practicable and each ward shall be composed of compact, contiguous territory. An

ordinance designating the boundaries of the city' s election wards shall be enacted within 60 days after the

state legislature has been redistricted or by May 10 in the year ending in two, whichever comes first. The
wards shall be designated as ward numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

2. 3. 3 Transition schedule. 

2. 3. 3. 1 For the 2002 city wide election only: 

1) Councilmembers elected in the year 2000 shall be assigned to the ward in which he/ she resides. 

2) Councilmembers from ward numbers 1 and 3 shall be elected. 

3) Two at -large councilmembers shall be elected, with the candidate receiving the highest number

of votes serving a four year term and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes

serving a two- year term. 

2. 3. 3. 2 For the 2004 city wide election only: 

1) Councilmembers from ward numbers 2 and 4 shall be elected. 

Supp. No. 13) 
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2) One at -large councilmember shall be elected to serve a four- year term. 

3) A mayor shall be elected. 

2. 3. 3. 3 Thereafter and commencing with the city wide election in 2006, there shall be biennial city wide
elections with councilmembers from ward numbers 1 and 3 and an at -large councilmember elected, 

and at the next city wide election councilmembers from ward numbers 2 and 4, an at -large
councilmember and a mayor shall be elected. 

Ref. of 11- 5- 1996; Ref. of 11- 6- 2001) 

Sec. 2. 4. Incompatible offices. 

No member of the council shall hold any paid municipal office or employment through the city other than

that to which elected. Further, until one year after the expiration of his/ her term, no mayor or councilmember

shall be appointed or employed by the city in a compensated position which was created, or the compensation for

which was increased, during his/ her term as mayor or councilmember. 

No member of the council may serve as a member of the City of Ramsey Charter Commission while serving

on the council. No member of the Council may serve as a voting member of any other commission or board of the

City of Ramsey while he/ she remains in office unless such membership is otherwise required by law. 

Ord. No. 22- 29, § 2, 1- 24- 2023, eff. 5- 11- 2023) 

Sec. 2. 5. Vacancies. 

A vacancy in the council, whether it be in the office of mayor or councilmember, shall be deemed to exist in

the case of the failure of any person elected thereto to qualify, or by reason of the death, resignation in writing

filed with the city clerk, removal from office, non - residence in the city, conviction of a felony of any such person

after his/ her election, or by reason of the failure of any councilmember without good cause to attend council

meetings for a period of three consecutive months. In each such case, the council shall publicly declare by

resolution, the vacancy to exist within 15 days of its occurrence and such vacancy shall be filled according to the

provisions of section 4. 5. 

Ord. No. 09- 18, § 2, 12- 8- 2009) 

Sec. 2. 6. The mayor' s powers and duties. 

2. 6. 1 The mayor shall preside at meetings of the council and shall have a vote as a member. The mayor shall be

recognized as the head of the city government for all ceremonial purposes, by the courts for serving civil

process, and by the governor for purposes of martial law, but shall have no administrative duties. 

2. 6. 2 Consistent with the responsibility to accept considerable leadership over the general conduct of city affairs, 

the mayor shall study the operations of the city government and recommend desirable changes and

improvements to the council. The mayor shall also deliver messages to the council and the public, including a

comprehensive message on the state of the city, as soon as practicable after the beginning of each year of
his/ her term of office. 

2. 6. 3 At the first meeting of each year the council shall choose an acting mayor from the councilmembers. He/ she

shall perform the duties of mayor during the disability or absence of the mayor, or, in the case of vacancy in

the office of mayor, until a successor has been appointed and qualifies. 

Ord. of 12- 6- 2001) 
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Sec. 2. 7. Salaries. 

The mayor and councilmembers shall receive such compensation as is fixed by the council in accordance with

state statutes. Any increases in such compensation shall not become effective until after the next municipal

election. Other officers and employees of the city shall receive such salaries or wages as may be fixed by the
council. 

Sec. 2. 8. Investigation of city affairs. 

The council may make investigations into the affairs of the city and the conduct of any city department, 

office or agency and for this purpose may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, take testimony, and require the

production of evidence. The council shall provide for an audit of the city' s accounts at least once a year by the

state department in charge of such work or by a certified public accountant. At any time, the council may provide

for an examination or audit of the city accounts of any city officer or agency, and it may provide for any survey or

research study of any subject of municipal concern. 

CHAPTER 3. COUNCIL PROCEDURES

Sec. 3. 1. Council meetings. 

The council shall meet regularly at least once each month at such times and places as the council may

designate by ordinance. The mayor or any three members of the council may call special meetings of the council

upon at least 24 hours notice to each member, and such reasonable public notices as may be prescribed by council

rule in compliance with state statutes. The 24 hours notice shall not be required in an emergency. A state of

emergency shall be deemed to exist when the public peace, health, morals, safety or welfare are in immediate

jeopardy. To the extent provided by state statutes, all meetings of the council and its committees shall be public, 

and any citizen shall have access to the minutes and records of the council at all reasonable times. During any of its

public meetings, the council shall not prohibit, but may place reasonable restrictions upon citizens' comments and

questions and citizen input shall be provided for at the beginning of each council meeting. 

Ord. No. 04- 47, § 1( Subd. 1), 11- 23- 2004) 

Sec. 3. 2. [ Precincts]. 

3. 2. 1 [ Repealed]. 

3. 2. 2 Precinct boundaries. The precinct boundaries shall correspond to those adopted and revised periodically by

council, by resolution. 

3. 2. 3 [ Repealed] 

Ord. of 9- 8- 1993; Ord. of 1- 28- 2000; Ref. of 11- 5- 2002; Ord. of 9- 8- 2003) 

Sec. 3. 3. Rules of procedure and quorum. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the council shall determine its own rules and order of business. 

A majority of all members shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from time

to time. The council may by rule provide means by which a minority may compel the attendance of absent
members in accordance with state statutes. 

Supp. No. 13) 
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Sec. 3. 4. Ordinances, resolutions and motions. 

3. 4. 1 Except as otherwise provided in this Charter efor state statutes, an affirmative vote of four or more members
of the council shall be required for the adoption of all ordinances, resolutions and motions. The votes of

councilmembers on any action taken shall be recorded in accordance with state statutes. 

3. 4. 2 Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, all legislation shall be by ordinance. The vote on all ordinances

shall be by a roll call vote. 

3. 4. 3 The general administrative business of the council shall be conducted by resolution or motion. 

Ord. No. 04- 47, § 1( Subd. 2), 11- 23- 2004) 

Sec. 3. 5. Procedures on ordinances. 

Every proposed ordinance shall be presented in writing. No ordinance shall contain more than one subject. 
Such subject shall be clearly expressed in its title. The enacting clause shall be " The City of Ramsey Ordains." No

ordinance, except an emergency ordinance, shall be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced and at least
three days shall elapse between its introduction and final adoption. 

Ord. No. 85- 09, 9- 28- 1985) 

Sec. 3. 6. Emergency ordinances. 

An emergency ordinance is an ordinance necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 

health, morals, safety or welfare, and in such ordinance the emergency is defined and declared in a preamble

thereto. An emergency ordinance must be approved by a majority of available members of the city council. An

emergency ordinance must be in writing but may be enacted without previous filing or voting, and may be

adopted finally at the meeting at which it is first introduced and voted upon by the council. An emergency

ordinance shall remain in effect for the duration of the emergency. No prosecution shall be based upon the

provisions of an emergency ordinance until 24 hours after the ordinance has been adopted, filed with the city

clerk, and either has been posted in three conspicuous places in the city or published as provided for in this

Charter, or the person charged with violation thereof had actual notice of the ordinance prior to the act or

omission resulting in the prosecution. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 3. 7. Signing and publication of ordinances. 

The final version of every ordinance shall bc r ad in full prior to passage by council unless such reading is

waived by a majority vote of thc council, provided that a copy of thc ordinance is posted or otherwise made

available to thc public at I ast three working days prior to thc meeting at which it is to bc adopted. The ordinance

shall they} be signed by the mayor, attested to by the city clerk, and filed and preserved by the city clerk. Each

ordinance, or summary of such ordinance, shall be published at least once in the official newspaper. This summary
of each ordinance shall include, in layman' s terms, the intent of the ordinance. To the extent and in the manner

provided by state statutes, an ordinance may incorporate by reference, a state statute, a state administrative rule

or a state regulation, a code, or an ordinance or part thereof, without publishing the material referred to in full. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 
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Sec. 3. 8. Procedure on resolutions. 

Every resolution shall be presented in writing and shall be filed and preserved by the city clerk. 

Ord. No. 85- 09, 9- 28- 1985; Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 3. 9. When ordinances and resolutions passed by city council take effect. 

Every resolution and emergency ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption or at such later

date as it specifies. Every other ordinance shall take effect 30 days aftcr itsupon publication or at such later date as
it specifies. 

Sec. 3. 10. Amendment and repeal of ordinances and resolutions. 

3. 10. 1 An ordinance or resolution which repeals all or part of a previous ordinance or resolution, respectively, 

shall give the number, if any, in the title of the ordinance or resolution to be repealed in whole or in part. No

ordinance or resolution shall be amended by reference to the title alone, but an ordinance or resolution

which amends such ordinance or resolution, respectively, shall set forth in full each section to be amended

and shall indicate by appropriate type or symbols, matter to be omitted or added. Amendment or repeal of

an ordinance or resolution shall require a majority vote of all members of the council, unless otherwise

provided in this Charter or by state statutes. 

3. 10. 2 Repeal of initiative ordinances. An ordinance passed under the initiative power shall not be repealed or

amended by the council except by submission to the voters of the question by the council at a regular
municipal or special election. 

Sec. 3. 11. Review and revision of ordinances and indexing of resolutions. 

The city shall review, revise and rearrange its ordinance code and its resolution index with such additions and

deletions as may be deemed necessary by the council at least once every two years. The ordinance code and the

resolution index may be published in a book, pamphlet or loose- leaf form and copies shall be made available by

the council at the office of the city clerk for general distribution to the public for a reasonable charge. 

Incorporation in such a code shall be a sufficient publication of any ordinance provision not previously published, if

a notice is placed in the official newspaper for at least two successive weeks that copies of the codification are

available at the office of the city clerk. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

CHAPTER 4. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Sec. 4. 1. The regular municipal election. 

A regular municipal election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each

even -numbered year, at such places as the city council shall designate. At least 15 days prior notice shall be given

by the city clerk by posting a notice thereof in the city clerk' s office, on the city website and by publishing a notice

thereof at least once in the official newspaper of the city stating the time and the places of holding such election

and of the officers to be elected. Failure to give such notice shall not invalidate such election. Elected and qualified

officers provided for by this Charter shall assume the duties of office to which they were elected on the first

Monday in January following such election. 

Supp. No. 13) 
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4. 1. 1 Primary elections. The regular primary election shall be held on the same date as prescribed by

Minnesota Election Law, which establishes the statewide primary election date. The primary election
shall be for the selection of two nominees for each elective office at the regular municipal election. If

two candidates or fewer file for any elective office, that office shall not appear on the primary ballot

and the candidates shall appear on the municipal general election ballot as the nominees for that
office. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001; Ref. of 11- 6- 2001; Ord. No. 10- 08, § 1, 5- 4- 2010; Ord. No. 23- 05, § 2, 4- 25- 2023) 

Sec. 4. 2. Filing for office. 

All persons who shall desire to be elected to any elected office shall file an affidavit not more than 84 days

nor less than 70 days before the primary election with the city clerk, paying a filing fee to the city clerk in an

amount as set by ordinance or filing a nominating petition. The clerk shall also accept an application for candidacy

as authorized by state law. 

The city clerk shall prepare and have printed at the expense of the city the necessary ballots or other
required material for such election. 

The ballots or other material shall contain no political party designation of any candidate and the names of

the candidates for each office shall be rotated in the manner provided by state law. Consistent with state law, the

ballots or the results shall be counted and preserved and the city clerk shall be the final custodian of such ballots

or returns for the city. 

A sample ballot or a facsimile representation of the ballot shall be posted in the city clerk' s office and

published in the official newspaper of the city at least two weeks before such election by the city clerk, whose duty

it is to preserve such sample ballots. 

4. 2. 1. [ Repealed]. 

Ord. of 11- 14- 1994; Ref. of 1- 24- 2001; Ref. of 11- 6- 2001; Ord. No. 23- 05, § 2, 4- 25- 2023) 

Sec. 4. 3. Procedure at elections. 

Consistent with the provisions of this Charter and applicable state statutes, the council may by ordinance

further regulate the conduct of municipal elections. Except as otherwise provided by this Charter and

supplementary ordinances, general state statutes on elections shall apply to municipal elections. 

Sec. 4. 4. Special and advisory elections except for elected office. 

The council may, by resolution, order any special or advisory election deemed appropriate by the council, for

any reason, and provide all means for holding it, except that any election so ordered shall only be held on the same

date as a regular municipal election. This section does not apply to special elections to fill vacancies in municipal
offices. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001; Ord. No. 23- 05, § 2, 4- 25- 2023) 

Sec. 4. 5. Vacancy of municipal elected office. 

4. 5. 1 In the event that a vacancy in an elected office of the city occurs with 365 days or more remaining in the

term of the vacated office, a special election shall occur on the date established by the city council per Minn

Supp. No. 13) 
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Stats. § 205. 10, as the same may be revised, amended or recodified, to elect a successor to serve for the
remainder of the unexpired term of the office vacated. 

4. 5. 2 A person elected at a special election held pursuant to this section to fill the balance of the unexpired term

shall take office immediately after being qualified. 

4. 5. 3 The procedure at such election shall conform as nearly as practicable to that prescribed for other municipal
elections under this Charter. 

4. 5. 4 If a special election has been called to fill a vacancy in an elected office of the city, and no candidates filed an

affidavit of candidacy prior to the expiration of the period for filing an affidavit of candidacy, the special

election shall be cancelled. In the event that such a cancellation occurs the council may, by unanimous vote

of all current members of the city council, appoint a successor to serve until a successor elected at a special

election held pursuant to this section is qualified. If a subsequent attempt to hold a special election would

occur in the fourth year of the vacant term, no special election would be held. The council may appoint a

successor according to section 4. 5. 6 of this Charter. 

4. 5. 5 If two or fewer candidates file an affidavit of candidacy, the special primary election shall be canceled and

the special general election may be moved up to the primary date with council approval. If this option is

utilized, it must be noted on the resolution calling for a special election. 

4. 5. 6 In the case of a vacancy where there remains less than 365 days in the unexpired term, the council may, by

unanimous vote of all current members of the city council, appoint a successor to serve for the remainder of
said term. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001; Ord. No. 04- 47, § 1( Subd. 3), 11- 23- 2004; Ord. No. 09- 18, § 2, 12- 8- 2009; Ord. No. 23- 05, § 2, 

4- 25- 2023; Ord. No. 23- 08, § 2, 9- 26- 2023) 

CHAPTER 5. INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL

Sec. 5. 1. Powers reserved by the people. 

The people of the City of Ramsey reserve to themselves the powers in accordance with the provisions of this

Charter to initiate and adopt ordinances, to require ordinances passed by the council to be referred to the

electorate for approval or disapproval, and to recall elected public officials. These powers shall be called the

initiative, the referendum, and the recall, respectively. 

Sec. 5. 2. General provisions for petitions. 

5. 2. 1 Petition for initiative and referendum. A petition for initiative and referendum provided for under this

chapter shall be sponsored by a committee of five registered voters of the city whose names and addresses

shall appear on the petition. A petition may consist of one or more papers, but each separately circulated

paper shall contain at its head, or attached thereto, the information specified in section 5. 5 or 5. 7 which

apply, respectively, to initiative, and referendum. Each signer shall be a registered voter of the city and shall

sign his/ her name and give his/ her street address. Each separate page of the petition shall have appended to

it a certificate by the circulator, verified by oath, that each signature appended thereto was made in his/ her

presence that the circulator believes them to be the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports

to be. The person making the certificate shall be a resident of the city and registered to vote. Any person

whose name appears on a petition may withdraw his/ her name by a statement in writing filed with the city

clerk before said city clerk advises the council of the sufficiency of the petition. 

Supp. No. 13) 
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5. 2. 2 Petition for recall of a ward councilmember. A petition for recall of a councilmember elected from a separate

ward shall be sponsored by a committee of five registered voters whose name and addresses shall appear on

the petition and who reside within the ward represented by the councilmember. A petition may consist of

one or more papers, but each separately circulated paper shall contain at its head, or attached thereto, the
information specified in section 5. 8 which applies to recall. Each signer shall be a registered voter of the ward

represented by the councilmember subject to the recall and each signer shall sign his/ her name and give

his/ her street address. Each separate page of the petition shall have appended to it a certificate by the

circulator, verified by oath, that each signature appended thereto was made in his/ her presence and that the

circulator believes them to be the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. The person

making the certificate shall be a registered voter of the ward represented by the councilmember subject to

the recall. Any person whose name appears on a petition may withdraw his/ her name by a statement in

writing filed with the clerk -administrator before said clerk -administrator advises the council of the sufficiency

of the petition. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001; Ord. No. 04- 47, § 1( Subd. 4), 11- 23- 2004) 

Sec. 5. 3. Determination of sufficiency. 

The committee shall file the completed petition in the office of the city clerk. The required number of

signatures for initiative and referendum shall be at least 20 percent of the total number of registered voters at the

time of the last city- wide election. The required number of signatures for recall of the mayor or a councilmember

elected at large shall be at least 20 percent of the total number of registered voters in the city at the time of the

last city- wide election. The required number of signatures for recall of a councilmember elected from a ward shall

be at least 20 percent of the total number of registered voters in the ward represented by the councilmember

subject to the recall at the time of the last city- wide election. Immediately upon receipt of the petition, the clerk - 

administrator shall examine the petition as to its sufficiency and report to the council within ten days. Upon

receiving the report, the council shall determine by resolution the sufficiency of the petition. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001; Ord. No. 04- 47, § 1( Subd. 5), 11- 23- 2004) 

Sec. 5.4. Disposition of insufficient or irregular petition. 

If the council determines that the petition is insufficient or irregular, as defined in sections 5. 3 and 5. 2

respectively, the city clerk shall deliver a copy of the petition, together with a written statement of its defects, to

the sponsoring committee. The committee shall have 30 days in which to file additional signature papers and/ or to

correct the petition in all other particulars, except that, in the case of a petition for recall, the committee may not

change the statement of the grounds on which the recall is sought. Within five days of receipt of the corrected

petition, the city clerk shall again report to the council. If the council finds that the petition is still insufficient or

irregular, the city clerk shall file the petition in his/ her office and notify the sponsoring committee. The final finding

that the petition is insufficient or irregular shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the same purpose, nor

shall it prevent the council from referring the subject matter of the petition to the voters at the next regular or
special election. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 5. 5. Initiative. 

Any ordinance may be proposed by a petition which shall state at the head of each page or attached thereto

the exact text of the proposed ordinance. If the council passes the proposed ordinance with amendments, and a

majority of the sponsoring committee do not disapprove the amended form by a statement filed with the city clerk

Supp. No. 13) 
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within ten days of its passage by the council, the ordinance need not be submitted to the voters. If the council fails

to enact the ordinance in a form acceptable to the majority of the sponsoring committee within 60 days after the

final determination of sufficiency of the petition, the ordinance as originally proposed shall be placed on the ballot

at the next election occurring in the city. If no election is to occur within 120 days after the filing of the petition, 

the council shall call a special election on the ordinance to be held within such period. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 5. 6. Initiative to amend the Charter. 

Nothing in this Charter shall be construed in any way as affecting the right of the electors to propose
amendments to this Charter. 

Ref. of 12- 6- 2001) 

Sec. 5. 7. Referendum. 

Prior to the date an ordinance takes effect, it may be subjected to referendum by a petition which shall state

at the head of each page, or attached thereto, the exact text of the ordinance to be considered by the voters. If the

petition is found to be sufficient under the provisions of section 5. 3 of this chapter, the said ordinance shall

thereby be prevented from going into operation, and the subject matter of the petition shall be placed on the

ballot at the next election occurring in the city. If no election is to occur within 120 days after the filing of the

petition, the council shall call a special election to be held within such period, providing the petition has been

found to be sufficient. If a majority of the voters voting thereon vote for the ordinance contained in the petition, it

shall take effect immediately upon certification of the election results by the council. 

Sec. 5. 8. Recall. 

Consideration by the electorate of the recall of any elected officer of the city may be initiated by petition. 

The petition shall state at the head of each page, or attached thereto, a certificate stating the name of the officer

whose removal is sought, the grounds for recall, which shall be malfeasance, misfeasance or nonfeasance in office, 

is not more than 250 words, and the intention of the sponsoring committee to bring about the officer' s recall. Such

petition shall be filed in the city clerk' s office prior to circulation. If the petition or amended petition is found

sufficient under the provisions of section 5. 3 of this chapter, the city clerk shall transmit it to the council without

delay, and shall also officially notify the person sought to be recalled of the sufficiency of the petition and of the

pending action. The council shall, at its next meeting, by resolution, provide for the holding of a special recall

election within ninety days after such meeting, the council may, in its discretion provide for the holding of the
recall vote at that time. If the special recall election involves a councilmember elected from a separate ward, the

special recall election shall be conducted only within the ward of such councilmember. If the special recall election

involves the mayor or a councilmember who is elected at large, the election shall be a city- wide election. The city

clerk shall include with the published notice of the election the statement of the grounds for the recall and, also, in

not more than 500 words, the answer of the officer concerned in justification of his/ her course of office. If a

vacancy occurs due to recall election, section 4. 5 shall apply to fill such vacancy. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001; Ord. No. 04- 47, § 1( Subd. 6), 11- 23- 2004) 

Sec. 5. 9. Majority voter turnout. 

No ballot question considered at a general or special election pursuant to Charter sections 5. 5 Initiative, 5. 7

Referendum or 5. 8 Recall shall be deemed approved by the voters unless at the election: 

Supp. No. 13) 
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1. A majority of the registered voters at the time of the last citywide election vote on the ballot question; 
and

2. A majority of the persons voting, vote in favor of the ballot questions. 

CHAPTER 6. ADMINISTRATION OF CITY AFFAIRS

Sec. 6. 1. Administrative responsibility. 

The council, as a body, shall be responsible for the administration of the city. The council shall appoint an

administrative officer to assist in the administration of city affairs. For purposes of reference in this Charter, this

administrative officer shall be referred to as the city administrator. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 6. 2. Administrative organization. 

6. 2. 1 The council may by ordinance establish city departments, offices and agencies and prescribe their functions. 

No power or duty conferred by this Charter upon a particular office or agency shall be transferred to any
other. 

6. 2. 2 The city council shall by resolution hire or remove heads of departments, and such other future officers and

personnel as may be required to operate the city efficiently. The council shall determine the qualifications

thereof and prescribe the duties to be performed by each, except as otherwise prescribed in this Charter. 

6. 2. 3 The heads of departments and other officers designated by the council shall report in person to the council

and to the public at least once each quarter at a regularly scheduled council meeting. 

Sec. 6. 3. Duties of the city administrator. 

The city administrator shall be the chief administrative officer for the council. The council shall establish by

resolution, the powers duties and reporting requirements of the city administrator. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 6. 4. Purchases and contracts. 

All purchases shall be made and all contracts let by the council. Contracts shall be made in compliance with

the uniform contracting law, and whenever competitive bids are required, the contract shall be let to the lowest

responsible bidder. All contracts, bonds and instruments of any kind to which the city is a party shall be signed by

the mayor and the city administrator on behalf of the city and shall be executed in the name of the city. The

council may by ordinance adopt further regulations for the making of bids and the letting of contracts. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 6. 5. Subordinate officers. 

There shall be a city clerk and such other officers subordinate to the city administrator as the city council

may create by ordinance. The city clerk, subject to the direction of the city administrator, shall keep the public

records, and shall have other duties as the city administrator shall prescribe. In addition, the city clerk shall have

Supp. No. 13) 
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other powers and duties imposed by state law, this Charter, city ordinance and city resolution. The Council may by

ordinance abolish offices which have been created by ordinance, and may by resolution, abolish offices which have

been created by resolution. It may combine the duties of various offices as it may see fit. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

CHAPTER 7. TAXATION AND FINANCES

Sec. 7. 1. Council to control finances. 

The council shall have full authority over the financial affairs of the city except as limited or prohibited by the

state constitution, state laws, or this Charter. It shall provide for the collection of all revenues and other assets, 

and the auditing and settlement of accounts. It shall further provide for the safekeeping and disbursement of

public moneys. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

Sec. 7. 2. Fiscal year. 

The fiscal year of the city shall be the calendar year. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

Sec. 7. 3. System of taxation. 

Subject to the state constitution, and except as forbidden by it, or by state statutes, the council shall have full

power to provide by ordinance for a system of local taxation. This authority includes the power by ordinance to

assess, levy, and collect taxes on all subjects or objects of taxation except as limited or prohibited by the state

constitution, by this Charter or by state statutes imposing restriction upon the city, irrespective of Charter

provisions. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

Sec. 7. 4. Submission of budget. 

7. 4. 1 Annually, the city administrator shall submit to the council the budget recommendations in accordance with

a budget calendar to be established by resolution. The budget shall provide a complete financial plan for all

city funds and activities for the ensuing fiscal year and, except as required by state statutes or this Charter, 

shall be in such form as the council may require. It shall include a summary and show in detail all estimated

income and all proposed expenditures, including debt service and comparative figures for the current fiscal

year, actual and estimated, and the preceding year. In addition to showing proposed expenditures for

current operations, it shall show proposed capital expenditures to be made during the year and the

proposed method of financing each such capital expenditure. The total proposed operating budget to be

provided from the property tax shall not exceed the amounts authorized by state statutes and this Charter. 

Consistent with these provisions, the budget shall contain such information and be in the form prescribed by

ordinance and by state statutes. The Annual Financial Statement shall be in such form as state statutes, this

Charter or the council may prescribe. 

Supp. No. 13) 

Created: 2025- 01- 03 16: 18: 18 [ EST] 

Page 12 of 25



7. 4. 2 For each utility operated by the city, its budget shall show anticipated net surplus or deficit and the proposed

method of its disposition; and subsidiary budgets for each utility giving income and expenditure information
shall be included or attached as appendices. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994; Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 7. 5. Long- term financial plan. 

7. 5. 1 The city council shall have prepared a long- term financial plan of at least five years. This information shall be

revised and extended each year. The city council shall hold an annual public hearing on the long- term

financial plan and adopt it by resolution with or without amendment. The financial plan, at minimum, shall
consist of three elements as specified in sections 7. 5. 2 through 7. 5. 4 which follow. 

7. 5. 2 The public service program. The program shall be a continuing five- year plan for all public services, 

estimating future needs for the public health, safety and welfare of the city. It shall measure the objectives

and needs for each city department, the standard of services desired, and the impact of each such service on

the annual operating budget. 

7. 5. 3 The capital improvement program. This program shall consist of projects and facilities that are or will be

needed by the city in carrying out the anticipated program of public services. It shall include a list of all

capital improvements proposed to be undertaken during the next five fiscal years, with appropriate

supporting information as to the necessity for such improvements; the priority of each anticipated

improvement; cost estimate, method of financing and recommended time schedule for each such

improvement; and the estimated annual cost of operating and maintaining the facilities to be constructed or

acquired. This information shall be revised and extended each year for capital improvements still pending or

in process. 

7. 5. 4 Five year financial forecast. This forecast shall detail the estimated revenue and expenditures necessary to

carry out the public service and capital improvement programs as described in sections 7. 5. 2 and 7. 5. 3. In

addition, the forecast will identify financing sources and uses, cash flow projections, and financial policies
that impact o exercise control over revenues and expenditures. 

7. 5. 5 A summary of the long- term financial plan shall be published in the city newsletter annually. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

Sec. 7. 6. Council action on budget. 

7. 6. 1 The budget public hearing dates, procedures to be followed during the hearing: and publications are

established by state statute. However, the actual adoption of the proposed annual budget and the municipal

levy shall take place at the next regularly; scheduled council meeting following the mandated public

hearing( s) to ensure that comments received during the public hearing( s) are given due consideration before

the final budget and municipal tax levy are adopted. The council may revise the propose budget but no

amendment to the budget shall increase the authorized expenditures to a amount greater than the

estimated funds available. The council shall adopt the budget by a resolution that shall set forth the total for

each budgeted fund and each department function or program, with such segregation as to objects and

purpose of expenditures as the council deems necessary for purposes of budget control. The council shall

also adopt a resolution levying the amount of taxes provided in the budget, and the city administrator shall

certify the tax resolution to the county auditor in accordance with state law. Adoption of the budget

resolution shall constitute appropriations at the beginning of the fiscal year of the sums fixed in the

resolution of the several purposes named. 

Supp. No. 13) 
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7. 6. 2 At least two weeks before the proposed budget is adopted, for the ensuing fiscal year, a summary of the

proposed budget and municipal levy increases and decreases shall be given in the city newsletter. Such

summary shall be set forth in language designed to be readily understood by the layperson, and shall provide

appropriate supporting information as to the necessity for any increases. Failure to provide the specified

summary will not invalidate the budget. A summary of the adopted final budget shall be printed in the city

newsletter as soon as is practical after the adoption. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994; Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 7. 7. Enforcement of the budget. 

7. 7. 1 The city council shall enforce the provisions of the budget. It shall approve and authorize payments of bills, at

each regularly scheduled council meeting, that have been presented for payment, supported by an itemized

bill, payroll time sheet, or other document approved and signed by the responsible city officer who vouches

for its correctness and reasonableness. Bills that are of an ongoing operating nature, have been appropriated

in the budget, and been approved by the responsible city officer, may be paid prior to regular council

meetings to avoid late penalties or to take advantage of available discounts. Other payments may occur in

the event it is unreasonable or untimely to obtain council approval for funding an emergency or unforeseen

expenditure which is necessary for the routine operation of the city as directed by council in a purchasing

policy which shall be adopted by ordinance. 

7. 7. 2 Any obligation incurred by any person in the employ of the city for any purpose not authorized in the budget

resolution, or for any amount in excess of the amount authorized, shall be a personal obligation upon the

person incurring the obligation and such person will be subject to appropriate disciplinary or criminal action. 

No check shall be issued or transfer made to any account other than one owned by the city until the claim to

which it relates has been supported by an itemized bill, payroll, time sheet or other document approved and

signed by the responsible city officer who vouches for its correctness and reasonableness. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

Sec. 7. 8. Alterations to the budget. 

After the budget resolution has been adopted, the council shall not increase the amounts fixed in the

resolution beyond the estimated funds available except to the extent that actual receipts exceed the estimated

funds available. At anytime, the council may, by resolution approved by a four -fifths vote of its members, reduce

the sums appropriated for any purpose by the budget resolution, or authorize the transfer of sums from

unencumbered balances of appropriations in the budget resolution to other purposes. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

Sec. 7. 9. Funds. 

There shall be maintained in the city treasury a general fund and such other funds as may be required by

state statutes, resolution or ordinance. The council shall, by resolution or ordinance, create and abolish funds and

shall define which funds are eligible for interfund loans as it may deem necessary and appropriate. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 
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Sec. 7. 10. City indebtedness. 

7. 10. 1 Except as provided in sections 7. 11 and 7. 12, no obligation shall be issued to pay current expenses, but

the council may issue and sell obligations for any other municipal purpose in accordance with state statutes

and within the limitations prescribed by law. Except in the case of obligations for which an election is not

required by this Charter or state statutes, no such obligation shall be issued and sold without the approval of

the majority of the voters voting on the question at a general or special election. 

7. 10. 2 A description of each such proposed issue shall be published in the city newsletter, but failure to publish

such description, or any defect in the description, shall not invalidate the issue. However, corrections shall be

published at the earliest practical time. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

Sec. 7. 11. Tax anticipation certificates. 

At any time after January 1, the council may issue tax anticipation certificates in anticipation of state and

federal aids and the collection of taxes levied the previous year for any fund and not yet collected. The total

amount of certificates issued against any fund for any year together with interest thereon until maturity shall not

exceed 90 percent of the total state and federal aids and current taxes due to the fund and uncollected at the time

of issuance. Such certificates shall be issued on such terms and conditions as the council may determine, but they

shall become due no later than April 1 of the year following their issuance. The proceeds of the tax levied and such

state or federal aids as the governing body may have allocated for the fund against which tax anticipation

certificates are issued, and the full faith and credit of the city shall be irrevocably pledged for the redemption of
the certificates. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

Sec. 7. 12. Emergency debt certificates. 

7. 12. 1 If in any year, the receipt from taxes or other sources should, for some unforeseen cause, become

insufficient for the ordinary expenses of the city, or if any calamity or other public emergency necessitates

the making of extraordinary expenditures, the council may by ordinance issue on such terms and in such

manner as the council determines, emergency debt certificates to run not in excess of three years. A tax

sufficient to pay principal and interest on such certificates with the margin required by law shall be levied as

required by law. The ordinance authorizing the issue of the emergency debt certificates shall state the nature

of the emergency and be approved by at least four members of the council. It may be passed by emergency

ordinance as defined in section 3. 6 except that the ordinance shall be enacted by a four -fifths vote of the
council. 

7. 12. 2 A description of each such proposed certificate shall be published in the city newsletter, but failure to

publish such description, or any defect in the description, shall not invalidate the certificate. However, 

corrections shall be published at the earliest practical time. 

Ord. of 3- 25- 1994) 

CHAPTER S. PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Supp. No. 13) 
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Sec. 8. 1. Power to make improvements and levy assessments. 

The city may make any type of local improvement not forbidden by law and levy special assessments to pay

all or part of the cost of such local improvements. The total of the assessments for any local improvement may not

exceed the cost of the local improvement, plus all costs and expenses connected therewith, including interest. No

assessment shall exceed the benefit to the property assessed as measured by the increase in the market value of

the property assessed as a result of the local improvement. 

Ord. of 1- 25- 1993) 

Sec. 8. 2. Application of Charter. 

All local improvement projects shall be carried out exclusively under the provisions of this Charter. The term

local improvement" as used in this section shall mean a public improvement financed partly or wholly from
special assessments. 

Ord. of 1- 25- 1993) 

Sec. 8. 3. Assessments for services. 

The council may provide by ordinance that the cost of the city services to streets, sidewalks, or other public

or private property may be assessed against property benefited and may be collected in the same manner as
special assessments. 

Ord. of 1- 25- 1993) 

Sec. 8.4. Local improvement procedure. 

When the city undertakes any local improvement to which the state local improvement code, Minn. Stats. 

chapter 429 applies, it shall comply with the provisions of that law, except as modified below. The council may by

ordinance prescribe the procedure to be followed in making any other local improvement and levying assessments
therefor. 

8. 4. 1 Sixty- day waiting period. A period of 60 days shall elapse after the conclusion of the public hearing

required by law to precede the ordering of the construction of a local improvement project ( the " public

hearing") before the actual ordering of the local improvement by the council and the council entering
into a contract for the local improvement construction. 

8. 4. 2 Percentage of owners required. When the local improvement has been petitioned for by the owners of

not less than 50 percent in frontage of the real property abutting on streets named in the petition as

the location of the local improvement the resolution ordering the local improvement by the council

may be approved by vote of a majority of all members of the council. When there has been no such

petition, the resolution may be adopted only by vote of four -fifths of all members of the council. 

8. 4. 3 Petition against the local improvement. A proposed local improvement may be initiated by petition of

the owners of real property abutting on the streets named in the petition. If, within 30 days of the

conclusion of the public hearing, a petition against such local improvement is filed with the city

administrator which petition is signed by a percentage of the owners of real property abutting on the

streets named in the initiating petition as the location of the improvement which percentage is greater

than the percentage of owners of real property who signed the initiating petition, the council shall not

make such local improvement at the expense of the abutting property owners. For purposes of the
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foregoing sentence, " owners of real property" shall not include owners of properties zoned for

commercial or industrial uses or owners of properties zoned residential greater than ten acres in size

based on zoning classifications in effect at the date of such petition, or owners of non -homestead real

property greater than one acre in size. 

8. 4. 4 Counter petition in favor of the improvement. If within 30 days of the filing with the city administrator

of a petition against the local improvement as described in section 8. 4. 3 above, there is filed with the

city administrator a petition in favor of the local improvement, signed by owners of real property

abutting on the streets named in the initiating petition as the location of the improvement, in a

percentage greater than the percent of owners of real property who signed the petition against the

local improvement, then in such event the council may disregard the petition against the local

improvement and proceed with the local improvement. 

8. 4. 5 Petition against council initiated improvement. If the local improvement was initiated by council

resolution without an initiating petition and, within 60 days of the conclusion of the public hearing, a

petition is filed with the city administrator against such local improvement and which petition is signed

by 60 percent or more of the owners of real property proposed to be assessed for and benefited by the
local improvement, the council shall not make such local improvement at the expense of the benefited

property owners. For purposes of the foregoing sentence, " owners of real property" shall not include

owners of properties zoned for commercial or industrial uses or owners of properties zoned residential

greater than ten acres in size based on zoning classifications in effect at the date of such petition, or

owners of non -homestead real property greater than one acre in size. 

8. 4. 6 Withdrawal of name from petition. Any person whose name appears on a petition to the council in

favor of a local improvement, or on a petition to the council filed against a local improvement, may

withdraw his/ her name by a statement in writing filed with the city administrator before such petition

is presented to the council or in person at a city council meeting before the city council accepts said

petition. 

8. 4. 7 Filing of petition with city council. All completed petitions filed with the city administrator as described

herein shall be presented to the council by the city administrator at the council' s next regularly

scheduled meeting. 

8. 4. 8 One year before any further action. When a proposed local improvement is disallowed pursuant to the

petition process described in the foregoing sections, the council shall not vote on the same

improvement within a period of one year after the public hearing on said improvement. 

Ord. of 1- 25- 1993; Ord. No. 06- 22, § 2, 7- 5- 2006; Ord. No. 12- 08, § 2, 6- 26- 2012; Ord. No. 14- 07, § 2, 8- 11- 2014) 

Sec. 8. 5. Computation of time. 

Where the performance or doing of any act or matter is required by this Charter, and the period of time is

prescribed and fixed by this Charter, the time shall be computed so as to exclude the first and include the last day

of the prescribed or fixed period of time. When the last day of the period falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or a legal

holiday, that day shall be omitted from the computation. 

Ord. of 1- 25- 1993) 

Sec. 8. 6. Sewer and water projects. 

This section applies to any local improvement project completed after January 1, 1996, which includes

extending urban services ( sewer and/ or water) to an existing home or neighborhood. 

Supp. No. 13) 

Created: 2025- 01- 03 16: 18: 18 [ EST] 

Page 17 of 25



8. 6. 1 Connection policy. The city may not compel any property owner with a functional private sewer and

water system to connect to city sewer and/ or water. 

8. 6. 2 Assessment policy. The city may not levy an assessment for any component of any project which

includes sewer and/ or water improvements against a property whose owner elects to remain on a

functional private sewer and/ or water system. 

8. 6. 3 Request for urban services. Property owners who remain on private sewer and water systems after

urban services become available may request connection to urban services at any time. Upon

connection to urban services an assessment may be levied provided it is consistent with the original
assessment. 

Ref. of 5- 20- 1996; Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

CHAPTER 9. EMINENT DOMAIN

Sec. 9. 1. Acquisition of property. 

The city may acquire by purchase, gift, condemnation, or otherwise, any property, either within or without

its boundaries, that may be needed by the city for any public purpose. In acquiring property by exercising the

power of eminent domain, the city shall proceed according to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 117 [ Minn. Stats. ch. 
117], or other applicable laws. 

CHAPTER 10. FRANCHISES

Sec. 10. 1. [ Required.] 

Except as otherwise provided by state statutes, no person, firm or corporation shall place or maintain any

permanent or semi -permanent fixtures in, over, upon or under any street or public place for the purpose of

operating a public utility, or for any other purpose, without a franchise therefor from the city. A franchise shall be

granted only by ordinance, which shall not be an emergency ordinance. No exclusive franchise shall be granted

unless the proposed ordinance is submitted to the voters of the city following a public hearing and approved by at

least a majority of those voting thereon. Every ordinance granting a franchise shall contain all the terms and

conditions of the franchise. The grantee shall bear the costs of publication of the franchise ordinance and shall

make a sufficient deposit with the city clerk to guarantee publication before the ordinance is passed. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 10. 2. Term. 

No perpetual franchise or privilege shall be created, nor shall any exclusive franchise or privilege be granted

for a period of more than 25 years. 

Sec. 10. 3. Public hearing. 

Before any franchise ordinance is adopted or any rates, fares, or prices to be charged by a public utility are

fixed by the council, the council shall hold a public hearing on the matter. Notice of such hearing shall be published

at least once in the city newsletter and in the official newspaper not less than ten days prior to the date of the
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hearing. Failure to publish said notice or any defect in said notice shall not invalidate the notice. However, 

correction( s) must be published at the earliest practical time. 

Sec. 10. 4. Power of regulation reserved. 

Subject to any applicable state statutes, the council may by ordinance reasonably regulate and control the

exercise of any franchise, including the maximum rates, fares, or prices to be charged by the grantee. No franchise

value shall be included in the valuation of the grantee' s property in regulating utility rates, fares, or prices under

any applicable state or municipal law, or regulation, or in proceedings for municipal acquisition of the grantee' s

property by purchase or eminent domain. 

Sec. 10. 5. Renewals or extensions. 

Every extension, renewal, or modification of any existing franchise, or of any franchise granted thereafter, 

shall be subject to the same limitations and shall be granted in the same manner as a new franchise. 

CHAPTER 11. PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND OPERATION OF UTILITIES

Sec. 11. 1. Acquisition and operation of utilities. 

The city may own and operate any gas, water, heat, power, light, telephone or other public utility for

supplying its own needs for utility service, or for supplying utility service to private consumers or both. It may

construct all facilities reasonably needed for that purpose, and may acquire any existing utility properties so

needed; but such action shall only be taken by ordinance, which shall not be an emergency ordinance. The

operation of all public utilities owned by the city shall be under the supervision of the city council. 

Sec. 11. 2. Rates and finances. 

The council may, by ordinance, fix rates, fares and prices for municipal utilities, but such rates, fares and

prices shall be just and reasonable. The council shall make each municipal utility financially self sustaining. Before

any rates, fares or prices for municipal utilities shall be fixed by the council, the council shall hold a public hearing

on the matter in accordance with section 11. 6 of this chapter. The council shall prescribe the time and the manner

in which payments for all such utility services shall be made, and may make such other regulations as may be

necessary, and prescribe penalties for violations of such regulations. 

Sec. 11. 3. Purchase in bulk. 

The council may, in lieu of providing for the local production of gas, electricity, water and other utilities, 

purchase the same in bulk and resell them to local consumers at such rates as it may fix. Before such rates are

fixed by the council, the council shall hold a public hearing on the matter in accordance with section 11. 6 of this
chapter. 

Sec. 11. 4. Lease of plant. 

The council may, if the public interest will be served thereby, contract with any responsible person, co- 

partnership or corporation for the operation of any utility owned by the city upon such rentals and conditions as it

may deem necessary; but such contract shall not be an emergency ordinance. In no case shall such contract be for

a longer term than ten years. 
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Sec. 11. 5. Public utility. 

How sold. No public utility owned by the city shall be sold or otherwise disposed of by the city unless the full

terms of the proposition of said sale or other disposition thereof, together with the price to be paid therefor, shall

be embodied in an ordinance approved by a majority of the registered voters voting thereon at a general or special

election. Before such ordinance is submitted to a vote, the council shall hold a public hearing on the matter in
accordance with section 11. 6 of this chapter. 

Sec. 11. 6. Notice of public hearing. 

Notice of public hearing required by this chapter shall be published at least once in the official newspaper

and in the city newsletter at least ten days prior to the date of the hearing. Failure to publish said notice or any

defect in said notice shall not invalidate the notice. However, the correction( s) must be published at the earliest

practical time. 

CHAPTER 12. MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

Sec. 12. 1. Official publication. 

The council shall annually designate a legal newspaper of general circulation in the city as its official

newspaper in which shall be published ordinances and other matters required by state statutes and this Charter to

be so published, as well as such other matters as the council may deem it in the public interest to have published
in this manner. 

Sec. 12. 2. Oath of office. 

Every officer of the city shall, before entering upon the duties of his/ her office, take and subscribe an oath of
office in substantially the following form: " I do solemnly swear ( or affix:) to support the constitution of the United

States and of this state and to discharge faithfully the duties devolving upon me as ( mayor, councilmember, city

administrator, etc.) of the City of Ramsey to the best of my judgment and ability". 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 

Sec. 12. 3. City officers not to be interested in contracts. 

Except as otherwise permitted by state statutes, no officer of the city, who is authorized to take part in any

manner in any contract with the city, shall voluntarily have a personal financial interest in such contract or

personally benefit financially therefrom. 

Sec. 12. 4. Official bonds. 

The city administrator and other such officers or employees of the city as may be provided for by ordinance

shall each, before entering upon the duties of his/ her respective office or employment, give a corporate surety

bond to the city in such form and such amount as may be fixed by the council as security for the faithful

performance of his/ her official duties. This corporate surety bond may be in the form of either individual or

blanket bonds at the discretion of the council. They shall be approved by the council, and approved as to form by

the city attorney, and filed with the city administrator. The premiums on the bonds shall be paid by the city. 

Ord. of 1- 24- 2001) 
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Sec. 12. 5. Sales of real property. 

No real property of the city, with the exception of cemetery plots, shall be disposed of except by ordinance. 

The proceeds of any sale of such property shall be used as far as possible to retire any outstanding indebtedness

incurred by the city in the purchase, construction, or improvement of this or other property used for the same

public purpose. If there is no such outstanding indebtedness, the council may by resolution designate some other

public use for the proceeds. 

Sec. 12. 6. Vacation of streets. 

The council may by ordinance vacate any street or alley or other public grounds or part thereof within the

city. Such vacation may be made only after published notice in the official newspaper and an opportunity for

affected property owner and public to be heard, and upon such further terms and by such procedure as the council

by ordinance may prescribe. A notice of completion of such procedure shall be filed in accordance with state
statutes. 

Sec. 12. 7. Statutes not affected by Charter. 

All general laws and statutes of the state applicable to all cities operating under home rule charters, or

applicable to cities of the same class as the City of Ramsey operating under home rule charters, and not

inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter, or the ordinances of this city, shall apply to the City of Ramsey, and

shall be construed as supplementary to the provision of this Charter. 

Sec. 12. 8. City to succeed to rights and obligations of former city. 

The city shall succeed to all property, rights, and privileges, and shall be subject to all legal obligations of the

former city. 

Sec. 12. 9. Existing ordinances and resolutions continued. 

All ordinances, resolutions and regulations of the municipality in force when this Charter takes effect, and

not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, are hereby continued in full force and effect until amended or
repealed. 

Sec. 12. 10. Officers to continue for present terms. 

All elective and appointive officers of the city holding office on the effective date of this Charter shall

continue in office for the terms to which they were elected or appointed, and until their successors shall have been

elected or appointed and have qualified. 

Sec. 12. 11. Pending condemnations and assessments. 

Any condemnation or assessment proceeding in progress when this Charter takes effect shall be continued

and completed under the state statutes under which such proceeding was begun. All assessments made by the

municipality prior to the time when this Charter takes effect shall be collected, and the lien thereof enforced in the
same manner as if this Charter had not been adopted. 
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Sec. 12. 12. Ordinances to make Charter effective. 

The council shall by ordinance, resolution, or other appropriate action make such regulations as may be

necessary to carry out and make effective the provisions of this Charter. 

Sec. 12. 13. A newsletter. 

A newsletter shall be published by the city at regular intervals at least six times each year. The postal role for

the city shall be used for the distribution. 

Sec. 12. 14. [ Effective date.] 

This Charter becomes effective 30 days after adoption. 

CHAPTER 13. POLICE DEPARTMENT

Sec. 13. 1. Department created. 

The existing police department for the city shall forthwith be established as permanent and shall consist of a

chief of police, and such other officers and members as may be provided for by the council. 

Ord. of 12- 13- 1988) 

Sec. 13. 2. Appointments. 

The chief of police shall be appointed by the council. All other appointments to or promotions within the

department shall be made as provided by law. 

Ord. of 12- 13- 1988) 

Sec. 13. 3. Rank. 

The chief of police shall be the head of the department and have supervision over all officers and members
thereof. 

Ord. of 12- 13- 1988) 

Sec. 13. 4. Duties of chief. 

The chief of police shall keep such records and make such reports concerning the activities of his/ her

department as may be required by statute or by the city council. The chief shall be responsible for the

performance by the police department of its functions, and all persons who are members of the police department

shall serve subject to the orders of the chief of police. 

Ord. of 12- 13- 1988) 
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Sec. 13. 5. Duties. 

It shall be the duty of the officers of the police department to see to the enforcement of all of the ordinances

of the city and all statutes applicable therein, and to preserve order and prevent infractions of the law and arrest
violators thereof. 

Ord. of 12- 13- 1988) 

Sec. 13. 6. Conduct of members. 

It shall be the duty of every member and officer of the police department to conduct himself or herself in a

proper and law abiding manner at all times. Each member and officer of the department shall obey the orders and
directions of his/ her superior. 

Ord. of 12- 13- 1988) 

Sec. 13. 7. Rules and regulations. 

The chief of the police department may make or prescribe such rules and regulations as he/ she shall deem

advisable, such rules, when approved by the council, shall be binding on such officers and members. Such rules and

regulations may cover, besides the conduct of the officers and members, uniforms and equipment to be worn or

carried, hours of service, vacation, and all other similar matters necessary or desirable for the efficiency of the
department. 

Ord. of 12- 13- 1988) 

Sec. 13. 8. Equal opportunity. 

In making appointments to the police department, no person shall be deprived of an opportunity to serve on

the police department because of race, religion, skin color, national origin or sex. No arbitrary rules on height, 

weight, or achievement of strength unrelated to job needs shall be imposed. No handicapped person shall be

denied, merely by virtue of being handicapped, appointment to a position on the police department which the

handicapped person is competent to fill. 

Ord. of 12- 13- 1988) 

CHAPTER 15. ADOPTION OF COMPREHENSIVE MUNICIPAL PLAN

Sec. 15. 1. Comprehensive plan. 

Minnesota Statutes, chapter 462 [ Minn. Stats. ch. 462] requires that the city prepare and adopt a

comprehensive municipal plan which plan is defined as a compilation of policy statements, goals, standards and

maps for guiding the physical, social and economic development, both private and public, of the municipality and

its environs. The comprehensive plan represents the city' s planning agency' s recommendations for the future

development of the city. 

15. 1. 1 Adoption of comprehensive plan. The city council may by resolution by a majority vote of all its

members adopt and amend the comprehensive plan or portion thereof as the official municipal plan

upon such notice and hearing as may be prescribed by ordinance. 
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Ref. of 11- 6- 2001) 

CHARTER COMPARATIVE TABLE ORDINANCES

This table shows the location amendments to the Charter. The Charter was originally adopted on May 22, 1984. 

Ordinance

Number

Date Section Section

this Charter

85- 09 9- 28- 1985 3. 5

12- 13- 1988( Ord.) 13. 1- 13. 8

1- 25- 1993( Ord.) 8. 1- 8. 5

9- 8- 1993( Ord.) 3. 2

3- 25- 1994( Ord.) 7. 1- 7. 12

11- 14- 1994( Ord.) 4. 2

5- 20- 1996( Ref.) 8. 6

11- 5- 1996( Ref.) 2. 3

1- 28- 2000( Ord.) 3. 2

1- 24- 2001( Ord.) 1. 1

3. 6- 3. 8

3. 11

4. 1, 4. 2

4. 4, 4. 5

5. 2- 5. 5

5. 8

6. 1

6. 3- 6. 5

7. 4

7. 6

8. 6

10. 1

12. 2

12. 4

11- 6- 2001( Ord.) 2. 3

4. 1, 

4. 2

15. 1

12- 6- 2001( Ord.) 2. 6

12- 6- 2001( Ref.) 5. 6

11- 5- 2002( Ref.) 3. 2

9- 8- 2003( Ord.) 3. 2

04- 47 11- 23- 2004 1( Subd. 1) 3. 1

1( Subd. 2) 3. 4. 1

1( Subd. 3) 4. 5

1( Subd. 4) 5. 2

1( Subd. 5) 5. 3

1( Subd. 6) 5. 8

9- 28- 2005 3. 8
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PART I - CHARTER

CHARTER COMPARATIVE TABLE ORDINANCES

06- 22 7- 5- 2006 2 8. 4

09- 18 12- 8- 2009 2 2. 5

4. 5. 5

10- 08 5- 4- 2010 1 4. 1. 1

12- 08 6- 26- 2012 2 Added 8. 4. 2

Rnbd 8. 4. 2- 8. 4. 7

as 8. 4. 3- 8. 4. 8

14- 07 8- 11- 2014 2 8. 4. 5

22- 29 1- 24- 2023 2 2. 4

23- 04 3- 28- 2023 2 2. 2

23- 05 4- 25- 2023 2 4. 1, 4. 2, 4. 4, 4. 5

23- 08 9- 26- 2023 2 4. 5

Ramsey, Minnesota, Code of Ordinances
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8. 2. 
CC Regular Session
Meeting Date: 02/11/2025

  

Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Identify and implement operational efficiencies, cost savings and additional
funding sources.

Title:
Introduce Charter Recommended Ordinance #25-03 to Amend Chapters 2, 3 and 12 of the Charter.

Purpose/Background:
Purpose: The purpose of this case is to Introduce Charter recommended Ordinance #25-03 to amend Chapters 2, 3
and 12 of the Charter. 

Background: The proposed amendments to the City Charter are mainly some housekeeping items, efficiency
items that mirror general practices by the City Council and to consider a cost-savings measure related to the
newsletter. The proposed ordinance with the recommendation from the Charter Commission, and a full version of
the charter with redlined edits are attached to this case for reference. Below is a brief rationale behind each
proposed change.

Vacancies to a city council seat currently do not establish a vacancy when a member moves outside their ward
but remains in the City of Ramsey. Staff proposes to recognize that a councilmember elected to a ward seat is
expected to represent residents who live within their ward. By moving to a new house within Ramsey but in a
different ward would not allow this direct representation as a ward resident.  During discussion to understand
what the amendments mean on January 28, 2025, council generally supported this change but wanted to
recognize situations were temporary living conditions may be needed outside of the ward as long as the intent of
the councilmember is to move permanently back into their elected ward.

The process to consider ordinances by council is generally a two-month process. Furthermore, there are some
unique steps required through the charter that may be outdated as technology has advanced and been implemented
into our operations. The Charter Commission is proposing to eliminate the requirement for a roll call vote on
ordinances. The rationale being, a roll call vote may be requested at any time. We have a regular practice of
video recording our meetings, which can be viewed by the public on local TV or the internet, and if there is
confusion on a voice vote, we can clarify the vote to ensure accurate records reflect the vote. A further
recommendation is to allow for an ordinance to be placed on the consent agenda for final consideration so long as
it was unanimously introduced by the City Council. The rationale behind this is only if the roll call vote
requirement is supported, and this allows for more efficient meetings by eliminating redundancy. If council
chooses, any consent agenda item may be removed and considered as a separate agenda item. Ordinances are still
proposed to go to two city council meetings, with the introduction of the ordinance as a standalone agenda item
with a brief presentation by staff outlining the parameters of the ordinance. 

The last area the Charter Commission is proposing a change is related to the city newsletter. The charter requires
six newsletters a year at regular intervals. The City publishes bi-monthly newsletters, with the first being issued in
January. The newsletter is mailed to each parcel within the city limits, with extras available at City Hall. The
annual budget is approximately $63,000 for the six newsletters. In addition to the newsletter, staff also prepares
two recycling-related newsletters throughout the year that are mailed to every property. Staff considered
recommending only electronic versions of the newsletter be produced. However, we recognize that many residents
prefer a physical copy. The Charter Commission recommendation was to reduce the number of newsletters to four
per year. The newsletters would generally follow the seasons of the year and still allow for important budget
information to be published prior to final budget and levy adoption.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:



Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
With an amendment proposed by the Charter Commission, the City Council may amend the charter by
ordinance.  Within one month of receiving a recommendation to amend, the City must publish notice of a public
hearing of the proposal.  Within one month of the public hearing, the City Council must vote on the proposed
charter amendment.  If approved unanimously, the ordinance goes into effect 90 days after passage subject to no
petition being submitted by voters forcing a referendum.

January 28, 2025 - Recommendation received by Council
February 7, 2025 - Public Hearing Publication 
February 11, 2025 - Introduction of the Ordinance
February 25, 2025 - Public Hearing and Final Vote 

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommendation:
Staff's recommendation is to Introduce Ordinance #25-03: Amending Chapters 2, 3, and 12 of the Charter, and
hold the required public hearing.  If the ordinance is not unanimously adopted, it would not go into effect
automatically.
 

Outcome/Action:
Motion to Introduce Ordinance #25-03: Amending Chapters 2, 3, and 12 of the Charter. 

Roll Call Vote 

Attachments
Ordinance #25-03 
Full Charter with Proposed Changes 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 12:58 PM
Form Started By: Katie Schmidt Started On: 02/04/2025 12:47 PM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 



ORDINANCE #25-03 

 

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY CHARTER OF THE  

CITY OF RAMSEY, MINNESOTA 

 

 

The City of Ramsey ordains: 

 

Underlined text is inserted into the Charter. 

Strikethrough text is deleted from the Charter. 

 

SECTION 1.  AUTHORITY 

 

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority of the City Charter of the City of Ramsey and 

such authority as it is given under Minnesota Statutes Section 410.12, subdivision 7. 

 

SECTION 2. 

 

Sec. 2.5. Vacancies of the City of Ramsey Charter is amended to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 2.5. Vacancies.  

 

 A vacancy in the council, whether it be in the office of mayor or councilmember, shall be 

deemed to exist in the case of the failure of any person elected thereto to qualify, or by reason of 

the death, resignation in writing filed with the city clerk, removal from office, non-residence in 

the city or respective ward, conviction of a felony of any such person after his/her election, or by 

reason of the failure of any councilmember without good cause to attend council meetings for a 

period of three consecutive months. In each such case, the council shall publicly declare by 

resolution, the vacancy to exist within 15 days of its occurrence and such vacancy shall be filled 

according to the provisions of section 4.5. 

 

SECTION 3. 

 

Sec. 3.4 Ordinances, resolution and motions. is amended to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 3.4. Ordinances, resolutions and motions. 

 

3.4.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Charter of state statutes, an affirmative vote of four 

or more members of the council shall be required for the adoption of all ordinances, resolutions 

and motions. The votes of councilmembers on any action taken shall be recorded in accordance 

with state statutes.  
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3.4.2 Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, all legislation shall be by ordinance. The 

vote on all ordinances shall be by a roll call vote.  

 

3.4.3 The general administrative business of the council shall be conducted by resolution or 

motion. 

 

SECTION 4. 

 

Sec. 3.5. Procedures on ordinances. is amended to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 3.5. Procedures on ordinances.  

 

Every proposed ordinance shall be presented in writing. The introduction of an ordinance 

shall be voted on its own, separate from any other agenda item. An ordinance which receives a 

unanimous vote on the introduction, may have final consideration made on the consent agenda at 

a subsequent meeting. No ordinance shall contain more than one subject. Such subject shall be 

clearly expressed in its title. The enacting clause shall be "The City of Ramsey Ordains." No 

ordinance, except an emergency ordinance, shall be adopted at the meeting at which it is 

introduced and at least three days shall elapse between its introduction and final adoption. 

 

 

SECTION 5. 

 

Sec. 12.13. A newsletter. is amended to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 12.13. A newsletter. 

 

A newsletter shall be published by the city at regular intervals at least six four times each 

year. The postal role for the city shall be used for the distribution. 

 

SECTION 6.  SUMMARY 

The following official summary of Ordinance #25-02 has been approved by the City Council of 

the City of Ramsey as clearly informing the public of the intent and effect of the Ordinance: 

 

Ordinance #25-03 amends Chapter 2. Form of Government of the city charter related to council 

vacancies, Chapter 3. Council Procedures of the city charter related to noticing for meetings and 

procedures on ordinance adoptions and Chapter 12. Miscellaneous and Transitory Provisions of 

the city charter related to the publication of a city newsletter. 

 

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This ordinance becomes effective 90 days after its passage and publication as provided by 

Minnesota Statutes Section 410.12, Subdivision 7, as may be modified by any action undertaken 

pursuant to City of Ramsey Charter Section 5. 

 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Ramsey, Minnesota, the ____ day of ____, 2025. 
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Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

      

City Clerk 

 

 

Date Recommended by the Charter Commission: January 28, 2025 

Introduction date: February 11, 2025 

Posting dates:  

Adoption date:  

Publication date:  

Effective date:  
 



Ramsey, Minnesota, CodeofOrdinances
PARTICHARTER

PARTI
1CHARTER

CHAPTER1. NAME, BOUNDARIES, POWERSANDGENERALPROVISIONS

Sec. 1.1. Nameandboundaries.  

TheCityofRamsey, AnokaCounty, Minnesota, shallcontinuetobeamunicipalcorporationunderthatname
andwiththesameboundariesasnowareorhereaftermaybeestablished. Thecityclerkshallkeepinhis/her
officeatleasttwocopiesofthisCharterwithamendments, andshallmaintainineachcopyanaccurateandup-to- 
datedescriptionoftheboundaries. ThecopiesoftheCharter, amendmentsandboundarydescriptionsshallbe
availableforpublicinspectionanytimeduringregularofficehours.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 1.2. Powers ofthecity.  

Thecityshallhaveallpowerswhichitmaynoworhereafterbepossibleforamunicipalcorporationinthis
statetoexerciseinharmonywiththisCharterandwiththeconstitutionsofthisstateandoftheUnitedStatesand
withthestatutesofthisstate. ItistheintentionofthisChartertoconferuponthecityeverypowerwhichitwould
haveifitwerespecificallymentioned, unlessotherwiseprovidedinthisCharter. TheChartershallbeconstrued
liberallyinfavorofthecity, andthespecificmentionofparticularmunicipalpowersinothersectionsofthis
Charterdoesnotlimitthepowersofthecitytothosethusmentioned. Unlessgrantedtosomeotherofficeror
body, allpowersarevestedinthecouncil.   

Sec. 1.3. Charter apublicact.  

ThisChartershallbeapublicactandneednotbepleadedorprovedinanycase.   

CHAPTER2. FORMOFGOVERNMENT

1Editor'snote(s)—PrintedinthispartisthecityCharter, whichCharterwasoriginallyadoptedonMay22, 1984.  
Amendmentsareindicatedbyparentheticalhistorynotesfollowingamendedprovisions. Theabsenceofa
historynoteindicatesthattheprovisionremainsunchangedfromtheoriginal. Obviousmisspellingshave
beencorrectedwithoutnotation. Forstylisticpurposes, headingsandcatchlineshavebeenmadeuniform
andthesameschemeforexpressionofnumbersintextasappearsintheCodehasbeenused. Aconsistent
schemeofcapitalization hasalsobeenused. Additionsforclarityareindicatedbybrackets.   

Statelawreference(s)—CityChartersgenerally, Minn. Stats. ch. 410.   

Ramsey, Minnesota, CodeofOrdinances Created: 2025-01-03 16:18:19 \[ EST\]  

Supp. No. 13)  

Page1of25



Sec. 2.1. Formofgovernment.  

TheformofgovernmentestablishedbythisCharteristhe "Mayor-CouncilPlan" asdefinedbycurrent
Minnesotastatestatutes. ExceptasotherwiseprovidedbystatestatutesorthisCharter, allpowersofthecityare
vestedinthecitycouncil.   

Sec. 2.2. Boards andcommissions.  

Thereshallbenoseparateadministrativeboardofhealth, libraryboard, oranyotheradministrativeboardor
commissionexceptfortheadministrationofafunctionjointlywithanotherpoliticalsubdivision. Thecouncilshall
itselfbeandperformthedutiesandexercisethepowersofsuchboardsandcommissionsprovidedforbystate
statutes. Thecouncilmay, however, establishorabolishbyordinanceboardsorcommissions toadvisethecouncil
withrespecttoanymunicipal functionoractivity, ortoperformquasi-judicialfunctions. Noticeofinitialformation
andallvacanciesshallbepublishedinthecitynewsletterandinthelegalnewspaper. Membershipofthe
economicdevelopmentauthority, environmentalpolicyboard, parksandrecreationcommission, planning
commissionandanyfutureboardsandcommissionsthecitycouncildeemsnecessaryshallnotexceednine
members, allmembersofwhichshallberesidentsoftheCityofRamsey.   

Ord. No. 23-04, § 2, 3-28-2023)  

Sec. 2.3. Council composition andelection.  

2.3.1Mayorandcouncil. Thecouncilshallbecomposedofthemayor, electedatlarge, twocouncilmembers
electedat-large, andfourcouncilmembers, eachofwhomshallbeelectedfromaseparatewardas
establishedoramendedpursuanttothisCharter. Themayorandcouncilmembers shallbequalifiedelectors.  
Eachcouncilmemberelectedfromawardshallbearesidentoftheward, butachangeinwardboundaries
doesnotdisqualifyacouncilmember fromservingtheremainderofaterm. Exceptashereinafterprovided,  
councilmembers shallserveforatermoffouryearsanduntilasuccessoriselectedandqualifies. Themayor
shallserveforatermoffouryearsanduntilasuccessoriselectedandqualifies. Theelectionsforthemayor
andcouncilmembers shallbeheldasprovidedinsubsection2.3.3.   

2.3.2Wards. Thecityshallbedividedintofourseparatewards. Theboundariesofsuchwardsshallbedetermined
byordinancebaseduponpopulationasdeterminedbythemostrecentfederaldecennialcensusandshallbe
asequalinpopulationaspracticableandeachwardshallbecomposedofcompact, contiguousterritory. An
ordinancedesignatingtheboundariesofthecity'selectionwardsshallbeenactedwithin60daysafterthe
statelegislaturehasbeenredistrictedorbyMay10intheyearendingintwo, whichevercomesfirst. The
wardsshallbedesignatedaswardnumbers1, 2, 3and4.   

2.3.3Transitionschedule.  

2.3.3.1 Forthe2002citywideelectiononly:   

1) Councilmembers electedintheyear2000shallbeassignedtothewardinwhichhe/sheresides.   

2) Councilmembers fromwardnumbers1and3shallbeelected.   

3) Twoat-largecouncilmembers shallbeelected, withthecandidatereceivingthehighestnumber
ofvotesservingafouryeartermandthecandidatereceivingthesecondhighestnumberofvotes
servingatwo-yearterm.   

2.3.3.2 Forthe2004citywideelectiononly:   

1) Councilmembers fromwardnumbers2and4shallbeelected.   
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2) Oneat-largecouncilmembershallbeelectedtoserveafour-yearterm.   

3) Amayorshallbeelected.   

2.3.3.3 Thereafterandcommencingwiththecitywideelectionin2006, thereshallbebiennialcitywide
electionswithcouncilmembersfromwardnumbers1and3andanat-largecouncilmemberelected,  
andatthenextcitywideelectioncouncilmembersfromwardnumbers2and4, anat-large
councilmemberandamayorshallbeelected.   

Ref. of11-5-1996; Ref. of11-6-2001)  

Sec. 2.4. Incompatible offices.  

Nomemberofthecouncilshallholdanypaidmunicipalofficeoremployment throughthecityotherthan
thattowhichelected. Further, untiloneyearaftertheexpirationofhis/herterm, nomayororcouncilmember
shallbeappointedoremployedbythecityinacompensatedpositionwhichwascreated, orthecompensationfor
whichwasincreased, duringhis/hertermasmayororcouncilmember.   

NomemberofthecouncilmayserveasamemberoftheCityofRamseyCharterCommissionwhileserving
onthecouncil. NomemberoftheCouncilmayserveasavotingmemberofanyothercommissionorboardofthe
CityofRamseywhilehe/sheremainsinofficeunlesssuchmembership isotherwiserequiredbylaw.   

Ord. No. 22-29, § 2, 1-24-2023, eff. 5-11-2023)  

Sec. 2.5. Vacancies.  

Avacancyinthecouncil, whetheritbeintheofficeofmayororcouncilmember, shallbedeemedtoexistin
thecaseofthefailureofanypersonelectedtheretotoqualify, orbyreasonofthedeath, resignationinwriting
filedwiththecityclerk, removalfromoffice, non-residenceinthecityorrespectiveward, convictionofafelonyof
anysuchpersonafterhis/herelection, orbyreasonofthefailureofanycouncilmemberwithoutgoodcauseto
attendcouncilmeetingsforaperiodofthreeconsecutivemonths. Ineachsuchcase, thecouncilshallpublicly
declarebyresolution, thevacancytoexistwithin15daysofitsoccurrenceandsuchvacancyshallbefilled
accordingtotheprovisionsofsection4.5.   

Ord. No. 09-18, § 2, 12-8-2009)  

Sec. 2.6. Themayor'spowers andduties.  

2.6.1Themayorshallpresideatmeetingsofthecouncilandshallhaveavoteasamember. Themayorshallbe
recognizedastheheadofthecitygovernmentforallceremonialpurposes, bythecourtsforservingcivil
process, andbythegovernorforpurposesofmartiallaw, butshallhavenoadministrativeduties.   

2.6.2Consistentwiththeresponsibility toacceptconsiderableleadershipoverthegeneralconductofcityaffairs,  
themayorshallstudytheoperationsofthecitygovernmentandrecommenddesirablechangesand
improvements tothecouncil. Themayorshallalsodelivermessagestothecouncilandthepublic, includinga
comprehensivemessageonthestateofthecity, assoonaspracticableafterthebeginningofeachyearof
his/hertermofoffice.   

2.6.3Atthefirstmeetingofeachyearthecouncilshallchooseanactingmayorfromthecouncilmembers. He/she
shallperformthedutiesofmayorduringthedisabilityorabsenceofthemayor, or, inthecaseofvacancyin
theofficeofmayor, untilasuccessorhasbeenappointedandqualifies.   

Ord. of12-6-2001)  
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Sec. 2.7. Salaries.  

Themayorandcouncilmembers shallreceivesuchcompensationasisfixedbythecouncilinaccordancewith
statestatutes. Anyincreasesinsuchcompensationshallnotbecomeeffectiveuntilafterthenextmunicipal
election. Otherofficersandemployeesofthecityshallreceivesuchsalariesorwagesasmaybefixedbythe
council.   

Sec. 2.8. Investigation ofcityaffairs.  

Thecouncilmaymakeinvestigations intotheaffairsofthecityandtheconductofanycitydepartment,  
officeoragencyandforthispurposemaysubpoenawitnesses, administeroaths, taketestimony, andrequirethe
productionofevidence. Thecouncilshallprovideforanauditofthecity'saccountsatleastonceayearbythe
statedepartmentinchargeofsuchworkorbyacertifiedpublicaccountant. Atanytime, thecouncilmayprovide
foranexaminationorauditofthecityaccountsofanycityofficeroragency, anditmayprovideforanysurveyor
researchstudyofanysubjectofmunicipalconcern.   

CHAPTER3. COUNCILPROCEDURES

Sec. 3.1. Council meetings.  

Thecouncilshallmeetregularlyatleastonceeachmonthatsuchtimesandplacesasthecouncilmay
designatebyordinance. Themayororanythreemembersofthecouncilmaycallspecialmeetingsofthecouncil
uponatleast24hoursnoticetoeachmember, andsuchreasonablepublicnoticesasmaybeprescribedbycouncil
ruleincompliancewithstatestatutes. The24hoursnoticeshallnotberequiredinanemergency. Astateof
emergencyshallbedeemedtoexistwhenthepublicpeace, health, morals, safetyorwelfareareinimmediate
jeopardy. Totheextentprovidedbystatestatutes, allmeetingsofthecouncilanditscommitteesshallbepublic,  
andanycitizenshallhaveaccesstotheminutesandrecordsofthecouncilatallreasonabletimes. Duringanyofits
publicmeetings, thecouncilshallnotprohibit, butmayplacereasonable restrictionsuponcitizens' commentsand
questionsandcitizeninputshallbeprovidedforatthebeginningofeachcouncilmeeting.   

Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 1), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 3.2. \[Precincts\].  

3.2.1 \[Repealed\].   

3.2.2Precinctboundaries. Theprecinctboundariesshallcorrespondtothoseadoptedandrevisedperiodicallyby
council, byresolution.   

3.2.3 \[Repealed\]   

Ord. of9-8-1993; Ord. of1-28-2000; Ref. of11-5-2002; Ord. of9-8-2003)  

Sec. 3.3. Rulesofprocedure andquorum.  

ExceptasotherwiseprovidedinthisCharter, thecouncilshalldetermineitsownrulesandorderofbusiness.  
Amajorityofallmembersshallconstituteaquorumtodobusiness, butasmallernumbermayadjournfromtime
totime. Thecouncilmaybyruleprovidemeansbywhichaminoritymaycompeltheattendanceofabsent
membersinaccordancewithstatestatutes.   
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Sec. 3.4. Ordinances, resolutions andmotions.  

3.4.1ExceptasotherwiseprovidedinthisCharterofstatestatutes, anaffirmativevoteoffourormoremembers
ofthecouncilshallberequiredfortheadoptionofallordinances, resolutionsandmotions. Thevotesof
councilmembersonanyactiontakenshallberecordedinaccordancewithstatestatutes.   

3.4.2ExceptasotherwiseprovidedinthisCharter, alllegislationshallbebyordinance. Thevoteonallordinances
shallbebyarollcallvote.   

3.4.3Thegeneraladministrativebusinessofthecouncilshallbeconductedbyresolutionormotion.   

Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 2), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 3.5. Procedures onordinances.  

Everyproposedordinanceshallbepresentedinwriting. Theintroductionofanordinanceshallbevotedon
itsown, separatefromanyotheragendaitem. Anordinancewhichreceivesaunanimousvoteontheintroduction,  
mayhavefinalconsiderationmadeontheconsentagendaatasubsequentmeeting. Noordinanceshallcontain
morethanonesubject. Suchsubjectshallbeclearlyexpressedinitstitle. Theenactingclauseshallbe "TheCityof
RamseyOrdains." Noordinance, exceptanemergencyordinance, shallbeadoptedatthemeetingatwhichitis
introducedandatleastthreedaysshallelapsebetweenitsintroductionandfinaladoption.   

Ord. No. 85-09, 9-28-1985)  

Sec. 3.6. Emergency ordinances.  

Anemergencyordinanceisanordinancenecessaryfortheimmediatepreservationofthepublicpeace,  
health, morals, safetyorwelfare, andinsuchordinancetheemergencyisdefinedanddeclaredinapreamble
thereto. Anemergencyordinancemustbeapprovedbyamajorityofavailablemembersofthecitycouncil. An
emergencyordinancemustbeinwritingbutmaybeenactedwithoutpreviousfilingorvoting, andmaybe
adoptedfinallyatthemeetingatwhichitisfirstintroducedandvoteduponbythecouncil. Anemergency
ordinanceshallremainineffectforthedurationoftheemergency. Noprosecutionshallbebaseduponthe
provisionsofanemergencyordinanceuntil24hoursaftertheordinancehasbeenadopted, filedwiththecity
clerk, andeitherhasbeenpostedinthreeconspicuousplacesinthecityorpublishedasprovidedforinthis
Charter, orthepersonchargedwithviolationthereofhadactualnoticeoftheordinancepriortotheactor
omissionresultingintheprosecution.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 3.7. Signing andpublication ofordinances.  

Thefinalversionofeveryordinanceshallbereadinfullpriortopassagebycouncilunlesssuchreadingis
waivedbyamajorityvoteofthecouncil, providedthatacopyoftheordinanceispostedorotherwisemade
availabletothepublicatleastthreeworkingdayspriortothemeetingatwhichitistobeadopted. Theordinance
shallthenbesignedbythemayor, attestedtobythecityclerk, andfiledandpreservedbythecityclerk. Each
ordinance, orsummaryofsuchordinance, shallbepublishedatleastonceintheofficialnewspaper. Thissummary
ofeachordinanceshallinclude, inlayman'sterms, theintentoftheordinance. Totheextentandinthemanner
providedbystatestatutes, anordinancemayincorporatebyreference, astatestatute, astateadministrativerule
orastateregulation, acode, oranordinanceorpartthereof, withoutpublishingthematerialreferredtoinfull.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  
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Sec. 3.8. Procedure onresolutions.  

Everyresolutionshallbepresentedinwritingandshallbefiledandpreservedbythecityclerk.   

Ord. No. 85-09, 9-28-1985; Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 3.9. When ordinances andresolutions passed bycitycouncil takeeffect.  

Everyresolutionandemergencyordinanceshalltakeeffectimmediatelyuponitsadoptionoratsuchlater
dateasitspecifies. Everyotherordinanceshalltakeeffect30daysafteritspublicationoratsuchlaterdateasit
specifies.   

Sec. 3.10. Amendment andrepealofordinances andresolutions.  

3.10.1 Anordinanceorresolutionwhichrepealsallorpartofapreviousordinanceorresolution, respectively,  
shallgivethenumber, ifany, inthetitleoftheordinanceorresolutiontoberepealedinwholeorinpart. No
ordinanceorresolutionshallbeamendedbyreferencetothetitlealone, butanordinanceorresolution
whichamendssuchordinanceorresolution, respectively, shallsetforthinfulleachsectiontobeamended
andshallindicatebyappropriatetypeorsymbols, mattertobeomittedoradded. Amendmentorrepealof
anordinanceorresolutionshallrequireamajorityvoteofallmembersofthecouncil, unlessotherwise
providedinthisCharterorbystatestatutes.   

3.10.2 Repealofinitiativeordinances. Anordinancepassedundertheinitiativepowershallnotberepealedor
amendedbythecouncilexceptbysubmissiontothevotersofthequestionbythecouncilataregular
municipalorspecialelection.   

Sec. 3.11. Review andrevision ofordinances andindexing ofresolutions.  

Thecityshallreview, reviseandrearrangeitsordinancecodeanditsresolutionindexwithsuchadditionsand
deletionsasmaybedeemednecessarybythecouncilatleastonceeverytwoyears. Theordinancecodeandthe
resolutionindexmaybepublishedinabook, pamphletorloose-leafformandcopiesshallbemadeavailableby
thecouncilattheofficeofthecityclerkforgeneraldistributiontothepublicforareasonablecharge.  
Incorporation insuchacodeshallbeasufficientpublicationofanyordinanceprovisionnotpreviouslypublished, if
anoticeisplacedintheofficialnewspaperforatleasttwosuccessiveweeksthatcopiesofthecodificationare
availableattheofficeofthecityclerk.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

CHAPTER4. NOMINATIONSANDELECTIONS

Sec. 4.1. Theregular municipal election.  

AregularmunicipalelectionshallbeheldonthefirstTuesdayafterthefirstMondayinNovemberofeach
even-numberedyear, atsuchplacesasthecitycouncilshalldesignate. Atleast15dayspriornoticeshallbegiven
bythecityclerkbypostinganoticethereofinthecityclerk'soffice, onthecitywebsiteandbypublishinganotice
thereofatleastonceintheofficialnewspaperofthecitystatingthetimeandtheplacesofholdingsuchelection
andoftheofficerstobeelected. Failuretogivesuchnoticeshallnotinvalidatesuchelection. Electedandqualified
officersprovidedforbythisChartershallassumethedutiesofofficetowhichtheywereelectedonthefirst
MondayinJanuaryfollowingsuchelection.   
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4.1.1Primaryelections. Theregularprimaryelectionshallbeheldonthesamedateasprescribedby
MinnesotaElectionLaw, whichestablishesthestatewideprimaryelectiondate. Theprimaryelection
shallbefortheselectionoftwonomineesforeachelectiveofficeattheregularmunicipalelection. If
twocandidatesorfewerfileforanyelectiveoffice, thatofficeshallnotappearontheprimaryballot
andthecandidatesshallappearonthemunicipalgeneralelectionballotasthenomineesforthat
office.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ref. of11-6-2001; Ord. No. 10-08, § 1, 5-4-2010; Ord. No. 23-05, § 2, 4-25-2023)  

Sec. 4.2. Filing foroffice.  

Allpersonswhoshalldesiretobeelectedtoanyelectedofficeshallfileanaffidavitnotmorethan84days
norlessthan70daysbeforetheprimaryelectionwiththecityclerk, payingafilingfeetothecityclerkinan
amountassetbyordinanceorfilinganominatingpetition. Theclerkshallalsoacceptanapplicationforcandidacy
asauthorizedbystatelaw.   

Thecityclerkshallprepareandhaveprintedattheexpenseofthecitythenecessaryballotsorother
requiredmaterialforsuchelection.   

Theballotsorothermaterialshallcontainnopoliticalpartydesignationofanycandidateandthenamesof
thecandidatesforeachofficeshallberotatedinthemannerprovidedbystatelaw. Consistentwithstatelaw, the
ballotsortheresultsshallbecountedandpreservedandthecityclerkshallbethefinalcustodianofsuchballots
orreturnsforthecity.   

Asampleballotorafacsimilerepresentationoftheballotshallbepostedinthecityclerk'sofficeand
publishedintheofficialnewspaperofthecityatleasttwoweeksbeforesuchelectionbythecityclerk, whoseduty
itistopreservesuchsampleballots.   

4.2.1. \[Repealed\].   

Ord. of11-14-1994; Ref. of1-24-2001; Ref. of11-6-2001; Ord. No. 23-05, § 2, 4-25-2023)  

Sec. 4.3. Procedure atelections.  

ConsistentwiththeprovisionsofthisCharterandapplicablestatestatutes, thecouncilmaybyordinance
furtherregulatetheconductofmunicipalelections. ExceptasotherwiseprovidedbythisCharterand
supplementaryordinances, generalstatestatutesonelectionsshallapplytomunicipalelections.   

Sec. 4.4. Special andadvisory elections except forelected office.  

Thecouncilmay, byresolution, orderanyspecialoradvisoryelectiondeemedappropriatebythecouncil, for
anyreason, andprovideallmeansforholdingit, exceptthatanyelectionsoorderedshallonlybeheldonthesame
dateasaregularmunicipalelection. Thissectiondoesnotapplytospecialelectionstofillvacanciesinmunicipal
offices.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 23-05, § 2, 4-25-2023)  

Sec. 4.5. Vacancy ofmunicipal elected office.  

4.5.1Intheeventthatavacancyinanelectedofficeofthecityoccurswith365daysormoreremaininginthe
termofthevacatedoffice, aspecialelectionshalloccuronthedateestablishedbythecitycouncilperMinn
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Stats. § 205.10, asthesamemayberevised, amendedorrecodified, toelectasuccessortoserveforthe
remainderoftheunexpiredtermoftheofficevacated.   

4.5.2Apersonelectedataspecialelectionheldpursuanttothissectiontofillthebalanceoftheunexpiredterm
shalltakeofficeimmediatelyafterbeingqualified.   

4.5.3Theprocedureatsuchelectionshallconformasnearlyaspracticabletothatprescribedforothermunicipal
electionsunderthisCharter.   

4.5.4Ifaspecialelectionhasbeencalledtofillavacancyinanelectedofficeofthecity, andnocandidatesfiledan
affidavitofcandidacypriortotheexpirationoftheperiodforfilinganaffidavitofcandidacy, thespecial
electionshallbecancelled. Intheeventthatsuchacancellationoccursthecouncilmay, byunanimousvote
ofallcurrentmembersofthecitycouncil, appointasuccessortoserveuntilasuccessorelectedataspecial
electionheldpursuanttothissectionisqualified. Ifasubsequentattempttoholdaspecialelectionwould
occurinthefourthyearofthevacantterm, nospecialelectionwouldbeheld. Thecouncilmayappointa
successoraccordingtosection4.5.6ofthisCharter.   

4.5.5Iftwoorfewercandidatesfileanaffidavitofcandidacy, thespecialprimaryelectionshallbecanceledand
thespecialgeneralelectionmaybemoveduptotheprimarydatewithcouncilapproval. Ifthisoptionis
utilized, itmustbenotedontheresolutioncallingforaspecialelection.   

4.5.6Inthecaseofavacancywherethereremainslessthan365daysintheunexpiredterm, thecouncilmay, by
unanimousvoteofallcurrentmembersofthecitycouncil, appointasuccessortoservefortheremainderof
saidterm.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 3), 11-23-2004; Ord. No. 09-18, § 2, 12-8-2009; Ord. No. 23-05, § 2,  
4-25-2023; Ord. No. 23-08, § 2, 9-26-2023)  

CHAPTER5. INITIATIVE, REFERENDUMANDRECALL

Sec. 5.1. Powers reserved bythepeople.  

ThepeopleoftheCityofRamseyreservetothemselvesthepowersinaccordancewiththeprovisionsofthis
Chartertoinitiateandadoptordinances, torequireordinancespassedbythecounciltobereferredtothe
electorateforapprovalordisapproval, andtorecallelectedpublicofficials. Thesepowersshallbecalledthe
initiative, thereferendum, andtherecall, respectively.   

Sec. 5.2. General provisions forpetitions.  

5.2.1Petitionforinitiativeandreferendum. Apetitionforinitiativeandreferendumprovidedforunderthis
chaptershallbesponsoredbyacommitteeoffiveregisteredvotersofthecitywhosenamesandaddresses
shallappearonthepetition. Apetitionmayconsistofoneormorepapers, buteachseparatelycirculated
papershallcontainatitshead, orattachedthereto, theinformationspecifiedinsection5.5or5.7which
apply, respectively, toinitiative, andreferendum. Eachsignershallbearegisteredvoterofthecityandshall
signhis/hernameandgivehis/herstreetaddress. Eachseparatepageofthepetitionshallhaveappendedto
itacertificatebythecirculator, verifiedbyoath, thateachsignatureappendedtheretowasmadeinhis/her
presencethatthecirculatorbelievesthemtobethegenuinesignatureofthepersonwhosenameitpurports
tobe. Thepersonmakingthecertificateshallbearesidentofthecityandregisteredtovote. Anyperson
whosenameappearsonapetitionmaywithdrawhis/hernamebyastatementinwritingfiledwiththecity
clerkbeforesaidcityclerkadvisesthecouncilofthesufficiencyofthepetition.   
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5.2.2Petitionforrecallofawardcouncilmember. Apetitionforrecallofacouncilmemberelectedfromaseparate
wardshallbesponsoredbyacommitteeoffiveregisteredvoterswhosenameandaddressesshallappearon
thepetitionandwhoresidewithinthewardrepresentedbythecouncilmember. Apetitionmayconsistof
oneormorepapers, buteachseparatelycirculatedpapershallcontainatitshead, orattachedthereto, the
informationspecifiedinsection5.8whichappliestorecall. Eachsignershallbearegisteredvoteroftheward
representedbythecouncilmembersubjecttotherecallandeachsignershallsignhis/hernameandgive
his/herstreetaddress. Eachseparatepageofthepetitionshallhaveappendedtoitacertificatebythe
circulator, verifiedbyoath, thateachsignatureappendedtheretowasmadeinhis/herpresenceandthatthe
circulatorbelievesthemtobethegenuinesignatureofthepersonwhosenameitpurportstobe. Theperson
makingthecertificateshallbearegisteredvoterofthewardrepresentedbythecouncilmembersubjectto
therecall. Anypersonwhosenameappearsonapetitionmaywithdrawhis/hernamebyastatementin
writingfiledwiththeclerk-administratorbeforesaidclerk-administrator advisesthecouncilofthesufficiency
ofthepetition.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 4), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 5.3. Determination ofsufficiency.  

Thecommitteeshallfilethecompletedpetitionintheofficeofthecityclerk. Therequirednumberof
signaturesforinitiativeandreferendumshallbeatleast20percentofthetotalnumberofregisteredvotersatthe
timeofthelastcity-wideelection. Therequirednumberofsignaturesforrecallofthemayororacouncilmember
electedatlargeshallbeatleast20percentofthetotalnumberofregisteredvotersinthecityatthetimeofthe
lastcity-wideelection. Therequirednumberofsignaturesforrecallofacouncilmemberelectedfromawardshall
beatleast20percentofthetotalnumberofregisteredvotersinthewardrepresentedbythecouncilmember
subjecttotherecallatthetimeofthelastcity-wideelection. Immediatelyuponreceiptofthepetition, theclerk- 
administratorshallexaminethepetitionastoitssufficiencyandreporttothecouncilwithintendays. Upon
receivingthereport, thecouncilshalldeterminebyresolutionthesufficiencyofthepetition.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 5), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 5.4. Disposition ofinsufficient orirregular petition.  

Ifthecouncildeterminesthatthepetitionisinsufficientorirregular, asdefinedinsections5.3and5.2
respectively, thecityclerkshalldeliveracopyofthepetition, togetherwithawrittenstatementofitsdefects, to
thesponsoringcommittee. Thecommitteeshallhave30daysinwhichtofileadditionalsignaturepapersand/orto
correctthepetitioninallotherparticulars, exceptthat, inthecaseofapetitionforrecall, thecommitteemaynot
changethestatementofthegroundsonwhichtherecallissought. Withinfivedaysofreceiptofthecorrected
petition, thecityclerkshallagainreporttothecouncil. Ifthecouncilfindsthatthepetitionisstillinsufficientor
irregular, thecityclerkshallfilethepetitioninhis/herofficeandnotifythesponsoringcommittee. Thefinalfinding
thatthepetitionisinsufficientorirregularshallnotprejudicethefilingofanewpetitionforthesamepurpose, nor
shallitpreventthecouncilfromreferringthesubjectmatterofthepetitiontothevotersatthenextregularor
specialelection.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 5.5. Initiative.  

Anyordinancemaybeproposedbyapetitionwhichshallstateattheheadofeachpageorattachedthereto
theexacttextoftheproposedordinance. Ifthecouncilpassestheproposedordinancewithamendments, anda
majorityofthesponsoringcommitteedonotdisapprovetheamendedformbyastatementfiledwiththecityclerk
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withintendaysofitspassagebythecouncil, theordinanceneednotbesubmittedtothevoters. Ifthecouncilfails
toenacttheordinanceinaformacceptabletothemajorityofthesponsoringcommitteewithin60daysafterthe
finaldeterminationofsufficiencyofthepetition, theordinanceasoriginallyproposedshallbeplacedontheballot
atthenextelectionoccurringinthecity. Ifnoelectionistooccurwithin120daysafterthefilingofthepetition,  
thecouncilshallcallaspecialelectionontheordinancetobeheldwithinsuchperiod.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 5.6. Initiative toamend theCharter.  

NothinginthisChartershallbeconstruedinanywayasaffectingtherightoftheelectorstopropose
amendmentstothisCharter.   

Ref. of12-6-2001)  

Sec. 5.7. Referendum.  

Priortothedateanordinancetakeseffect, itmaybesubjectedtoreferendumbyapetitionwhichshallstate
attheheadofeachpage, orattachedthereto, theexacttextoftheordinancetobeconsideredbythevoters. Ifthe
petitionisfoundtobesufficientundertheprovisionsofsection5.3ofthischapter, thesaidordinanceshall
therebybepreventedfromgoingintooperation, andthesubjectmatterofthepetitionshallbeplacedonthe
ballotatthenextelectionoccurringinthecity. Ifnoelectionistooccurwithin120daysafterthefilingofthe
petition, thecouncilshallcallaspecialelectiontobeheldwithinsuchperiod, providingthepetitionhasbeen
foundtobesufficient. Ifamajorityofthevotersvotingthereonvotefortheordinancecontainedinthepetition, it
shalltakeeffectimmediatelyuponcertificationoftheelectionresultsbythecouncil.   

Sec. 5.8. Recall.  

Considerationbytheelectorateoftherecallofanyelectedofficerofthecitymaybeinitiatedbypetition.  
Thepetitionshallstateattheheadofeachpage, orattachedthereto, acertificatestatingthenameoftheofficer
whoseremovalissought, thegroundsforrecall, whichshallbemalfeasance, misfeasanceornonfeasanceinoffice,  
isnotmorethan250words, andtheintentionofthesponsoringcommitteetobringabouttheofficer'srecall. Such
petitionshallbefiledinthecityclerk'sofficepriortocirculation. Ifthepetitionoramendedpetitionisfound
sufficientundertheprovisionsofsection5.3ofthischapter, thecityclerkshalltransmitittothecouncilwithout
delay, andshallalsoofficiallynotifythepersonsoughttoberecalledofthesufficiencyofthepetitionandofthe
pendingaction. Thecouncilshall, atitsnextmeeting, byresolution, providefortheholdingofaspecialrecall
electionwithinninetydaysaftersuchmeeting, thecouncilmay, initsdiscretionprovidefortheholdingofthe
recallvoteatthattime. Ifthespecialrecallelectioninvolvesacouncilmemberelectedfromaseparateward, the
specialrecallelectionshallbeconductedonlywithinthewardofsuchcouncilmember. Ifthespecialrecallelection
involvesthemayororacouncilmember whoiselectedatlarge, theelectionshallbeacity-wideelection. Thecity
clerkshallincludewiththepublishednoticeoftheelectionthestatementofthegroundsfortherecalland, also, in
notmorethan500words, theansweroftheofficerconcernedinjustificationofhis/hercourseofoffice. Ifa
vacancyoccursduetorecallelection, section4.5shallapplytofillsuchvacancy.   

Ord. of1-24-2001; Ord. No. 04-47, § 1(Subd. 6), 11-23-2004)  

Sec. 5.9. Majority voter turnout.  

NoballotquestionconsideredatageneralorspecialelectionpursuanttoChartersections5.5Initiative, 5.7
Referendumor5.8Recallshallbedeemedapprovedbythevotersunlessattheelection:   
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1. Amajorityoftheregisteredvotersatthetimeofthelastcitywideelectionvoteontheballotquestion;  
and

2. Amajorityofthepersonsvoting, voteinfavoroftheballotquestions.   

CHAPTER6. ADMINISTRATIONOFCITYAFFAIRS

Sec. 6.1. Administrative responsibility.  

Thecouncil, asabody, shallberesponsiblefortheadministrationofthecity. Thecouncilshallappointan
administrativeofficertoassistintheadministrationofcityaffairs. ForpurposesofreferenceinthisCharter, this
administrativeofficershallbereferredtoasthecityadministrator.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 6.2. Administrative organization.  

6.2.1Thecouncilmaybyordinanceestablishcitydepartments, officesandagenciesandprescribetheirfunctions.  
NopowerordutyconferredbythisCharteruponaparticularofficeoragencyshallbetransferredtoany
other.   

6.2.2Thecitycouncilshallbyresolutionhireorremoveheadsofdepartments, andsuchotherfutureofficersand
personnelasmayberequiredtooperatethecityefficiently. Thecouncilshalldeterminethequalifications
thereofandprescribethedutiestobeperformedbyeach, exceptasotherwiseprescribedinthisCharter.   

6.2.3Theheadsofdepartmentsandotherofficersdesignatedbythecouncilshallreportinpersontothecouncil
andtothepublicatleastonceeachquarterataregularlyscheduledcouncilmeeting.   

Sec. 6.3. Dutiesofthecityadministrator.  

Thecityadministratorshallbethechiefadministrativeofficerforthecouncil. Thecouncilshallestablishby
resolution, thepowersdutiesandreportingrequirementsofthecityadministrator.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 6.4. Purchases andcontracts.  

Allpurchasesshallbemadeandallcontractsletbythecouncil. Contractsshallbemadeincompliancewith
theuniformcontractinglaw, andwhenevercompetitivebidsarerequired, thecontractshallbelettothelowest
responsiblebidder. Allcontracts, bondsandinstrumentsofanykindtowhichthecityisapartyshallbesignedby
themayorandthecityadministratoronbehalfofthecityandshallbeexecutedinthenameofthecity. The
councilmaybyordinanceadoptfurtherregulationsforthemakingofbidsandthelettingofcontracts.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 6.5. Subordinate officers.  

Thereshallbeacityclerkandsuchotherofficerssubordinate tothecityadministratorasthecitycouncil
maycreatebyordinance. Thecityclerk, subjecttothedirectionofthecityadministrator, shallkeepthepublic
records, andshallhaveotherdutiesasthecityadministratorshallprescribe. Inaddition, thecityclerkshallhave
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otherpowersanddutiesimposedbystatelaw, thisCharter, cityordinanceandcityresolution. TheCouncilmayby
ordinanceabolishofficeswhichhavebeencreatedbyordinance, andmaybyresolution, abolishofficeswhichhave
beencreatedbyresolution. Itmaycombinethedutiesofvariousofficesasitmayseefit.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

CHAPTER7. TAXATIONANDFINANCES

Sec. 7.1. Council tocontrol finances.  

Thecouncilshallhavefullauthorityoverthefinancialaffairsofthecityexceptaslimitedorprohibitedbythe
stateconstitution, statelaws, orthisCharter. Itshallprovideforthecollectionofallrevenuesandotherassets,  
andtheauditingandsettlementofaccounts. Itshallfurtherprovideforthesafekeepinganddisbursementof
publicmoneys.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.2. Fiscal year.  

Thefiscalyearofthecityshallbethecalendaryear.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.3. System oftaxation.  

Subjecttothestateconstitution, andexceptasforbiddenbyit, orbystatestatutes, thecouncilshallhavefull
powertoprovidebyordinanceforasystemoflocaltaxation. Thisauthorityincludesthepowerbyordinanceto
assess, levy, andcollecttaxesonallsubjectsorobjectsoftaxationexceptaslimitedorprohibitedbythestate
constitution, bythisCharterorbystatestatutesimposingrestrictionuponthecity, irrespectiveofCharter
provisions.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.4. Submission ofbudget.  

7.4.1Annually, thecityadministratorshallsubmittothecouncilthebudgetrecommendations inaccordancewith
abudgetcalendartobeestablishedbyresolution. Thebudgetshallprovideacompletefinancialplanforall
cityfundsandactivitiesfortheensuingfiscalyearand, exceptasrequiredbystatestatutesorthisCharter,  
shallbeinsuchformasthecouncilmayrequire. Itshallincludeasummaryandshowindetailallestimated
incomeandallproposedexpenditures, includingdebtserviceandcomparativefiguresforthecurrentfiscal
year, actualandestimated, andtheprecedingyear. Inadditiontoshowingproposedexpendituresfor
currentoperations, itshallshowproposedcapitalexpenditurestobemadeduringtheyearandthe
proposedmethodoffinancingeachsuchcapitalexpenditure. Thetotalproposedoperatingbudgettobe
providedfromthepropertytaxshallnotexceedtheamountsauthorizedbystatestatutesandthisCharter.  
Consistentwiththeseprovisions, thebudgetshallcontainsuchinformationandbeintheformprescribedby
ordinanceandbystatestatutes. TheAnnualFinancialStatementshallbeinsuchformasstatestatutes, this
Charterorthecouncilmayprescribe.   
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7.4.2Foreachutilityoperatedbythecity, itsbudgetshallshowanticipatednetsurplusordeficitandtheproposed
methodofitsdisposition; andsubsidiarybudgetsforeachutilitygivingincomeandexpenditureinformation
shallbeincludedorattachedasappendices.   

Ord. of3-25-1994; Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 7.5. Long-termfinancial plan.  

7.5.1Thecitycouncilshallhavepreparedalong-termfinancialplanofatleastfiveyears. Thisinformationshallbe
revisedandextendedeachyear. Thecitycouncilshallholdanannualpublichearingonthelong-term
financialplanandadoptitbyresolutionwithorwithoutamendment. Thefinancialplan, atminimum, shall
consistofthreeelementsasspecifiedinsections7.5.2through7.5.4whichfollow.   

7.5.2Thepublicserviceprogram. Theprogramshallbeacontinuingfive-yearplanforallpublicservices,  
estimatingfutureneedsforthepublichealth, safetyandwelfareofthecity. Itshallmeasuretheobjectives
andneedsforeachcitydepartment, thestandardofservicesdesired, andtheimpactofeachsuchserviceon
theannualoperatingbudget.   

7.5.3Thecapitalimprovementprogram. Thisprogramshallconsistofprojectsandfacilitiesthatareorwillbe
neededbythecityincarryingouttheanticipatedprogramofpublicservices. Itshallincludealistofall
capitalimprovementsproposedtobeundertakenduringthenextfivefiscalyears, withappropriate
supportinginformationastothenecessityforsuchimprovements; thepriorityofeachanticipated
improvement; costestimate, methodoffinancingandrecommendedtimescheduleforeachsuch
improvement; andtheestimatedannualcostofoperatingandmaintainingthefacilitiestobeconstructedor
acquired. Thisinformationshallberevisedandextendedeachyearforcapitalimprovementsstillpendingor
inprocess.   

7.5.4Fiveyearfinancialforecast. Thisforecastshalldetailtheestimatedrevenueandexpendituresnecessaryto
carryoutthepublicserviceandcapitalimprovementprogramsasdescribedinsections7.5.2and7.5.3. In
addition, theforecastwillidentifyfinancingsourcesanduses, cashflowprojections, andfinancialpolicies
thatimpactoexercisecontroloverrevenuesandexpenditures.   

7.5.5Asummaryofthelong-termfinancialplanshallbepublishedinthecitynewsletterannually.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.6. Council actiononbudget.  

7.6.1Thebudgetpublichearingdates, procedurestobefollowedduringthehearing: andpublicationsare
establishedbystatestatute. However, theactualadoptionoftheproposedannualbudgetandthemunicipal
levyshalltakeplaceatthenextregularly; scheduledcouncilmeetingfollowingthemandatedpublic
hearing(s) toensurethatcommentsreceivedduringthepublichearing(s) aregivendueconsiderationbefore
thefinalbudgetandmunicipaltaxlevyareadopted. Thecouncilmayrevisetheproposebudgetbutno
amendmenttothebudgetshallincreasetheauthorizedexpenditurestoaamountgreaterthanthe
estimatedfundsavailable. Thecouncilshalladoptthebudgetbyaresolutionthatshallsetforththetotalfor
eachbudgetedfundandeachdepartmentfunctionorprogram, withsuchsegregationastoobjectsand
purposeofexpendituresasthecouncildeemsnecessaryforpurposesofbudgetcontrol. Thecouncilshall
alsoadoptaresolutionlevyingtheamountoftaxesprovidedinthebudget, andthecityadministratorshall
certifythetaxresolutiontothecountyauditorinaccordancewithstatelaw. Adoptionofthebudget
resolutionshallconstituteappropriationsatthebeginningofthefiscalyearofthesumsfixedinthe
resolutionoftheseveralpurposesnamed.   
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7.6.2Atleasttwoweeksbeforetheproposedbudgetisadopted, fortheensuingfiscalyear, asummaryofthe
proposedbudgetandmunicipallevyincreasesanddecreasesshallbegiveninthecitynewsletter. Such
summaryshallbesetforthinlanguagedesignedtobereadilyunderstoodbythelayperson, andshallprovide
appropriatesupportinginformationastothenecessityforanyincreases. Failuretoprovidethespecified
summarywillnotinvalidatethebudget. Asummaryoftheadoptedfinalbudgetshallbeprintedinthecity
newsletterassoonasispracticalaftertheadoption.   

Ord. of3-25-1994; Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 7.7. Enforcement ofthebudget.  

7.7.1Thecitycouncilshallenforcetheprovisionsofthebudget. Itshallapproveandauthorizepaymentsofbills, at
eachregularlyscheduledcouncilmeeting, thathavebeenpresentedforpayment, supportedbyanitemized
bill, payrolltimesheet, orotherdocumentapprovedandsignedbytheresponsiblecityofficerwhovouches
foritscorrectnessandreasonableness. Billsthatareofanongoingoperatingnature, havebeenappropriated
inthebudget, andbeenapprovedbytheresponsiblecityofficer, maybepaidpriortoregularcouncil
meetingstoavoidlatepenaltiesortotakeadvantageofavailablediscounts. Otherpaymentsmayoccurin
theeventitisunreasonableoruntimelytoobtaincouncilapprovalforfundinganemergencyorunforeseen
expenditurewhichisnecessaryfortheroutineoperationofthecityasdirectedbycouncilinapurchasing
policywhichshallbeadoptedbyordinance.   

7.7.2Anyobligationincurredbyanypersonintheemployofthecityforanypurposenotauthorizedinthebudget
resolution, orforanyamountinexcessoftheamountauthorized, shallbeapersonalobligationuponthe
personincurringtheobligationandsuchpersonwillbesubjecttoappropriatedisciplinaryorcriminalaction.  
Nocheckshallbeissuedortransfermadetoanyaccountotherthanoneownedbythecityuntiltheclaimto
whichitrelateshasbeensupportedbyanitemizedbill, payroll, timesheetorotherdocumentapprovedand
signedbytheresponsiblecityofficerwhovouchesforitscorrectnessandreasonableness.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.8. Alterations tothebudget.  

Afterthebudgetresolutionhasbeenadopted, thecouncilshallnotincreasetheamountsfixedinthe
resolutionbeyondtheestimatedfundsavailableexcepttotheextentthatactualreceiptsexceedtheestimated
fundsavailable. Atanytime, thecouncilmay, byresolutionapprovedbyafour-fifthsvoteofitsmembers, reduce
thesumsappropriatedforanypurposebythebudgetresolution, orauthorizethetransferofsumsfrom
unencumberedbalancesofappropriations inthebudgetresolutiontootherpurposes.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.9. Funds.  

Thereshallbemaintainedinthecitytreasuryageneralfundandsuchotherfundsasmayberequiredby
statestatutes, resolutionorordinance. Thecouncilshall, byresolutionorordinance, createandabolishfundsand
shalldefinewhichfundsareeligibleforinterfundloansasitmaydeemnecessaryandappropriate.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  
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Sec. 7.10. City indebtedness.  

7.10.1 Exceptasprovidedinsections7.11and7.12, noobligationshallbeissuedtopaycurrentexpenses, but
thecouncilmayissueandsellobligationsforanyothermunicipalpurposeinaccordancewithstatestatutes
andwithinthelimitationsprescribedbylaw. Exceptinthecaseofobligationsforwhichanelectionisnot
requiredbythisCharterorstatestatutes, nosuchobligationshallbeissuedandsoldwithouttheapprovalof
themajorityofthevotersvotingonthequestionatageneralorspecialelection.   

7.10.2 Adescriptionofeachsuchproposedissueshallbepublishedinthecitynewsletter, butfailuretopublish
suchdescription, oranydefectinthedescription, shallnotinvalidatetheissue. However, correctionsshallbe
publishedattheearliestpracticaltime.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.11. Taxanticipation certificates.  

AtanytimeafterJanuary1, thecouncilmayissuetaxanticipationcertificatesinanticipationofstateand
federalaidsandthecollectionoftaxesleviedthepreviousyearforanyfundandnotyetcollected. Thetotal
amountofcertificates issuedagainstanyfundforanyyeartogetherwithinterestthereonuntilmaturityshallnot
exceed90percentofthetotalstateandfederalaidsandcurrenttaxesduetothefundanduncollectedatthetime
ofissuance. Suchcertificatesshallbeissuedonsuchtermsandconditionsasthecouncilmaydetermine, butthey
shallbecomeduenolaterthanApril1oftheyearfollowingtheirissuance. Theproceedsofthetaxleviedandsuch
stateorfederalaidsasthegoverningbodymayhaveallocatedforthefundagainstwhichtaxanticipation
certificatesareissued, andthefullfaithandcreditofthecityshallbeirrevocablypledgedfortheredemptionof
thecertificates.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

Sec. 7.12. Emergency debtcertificates.  

7.12.1 Ifinanyyear, thereceiptfromtaxesorothersourcesshould, forsomeunforeseencause, become
insufficientfortheordinaryexpensesofthecity, orifanycalamityorotherpublicemergencynecessitates
themakingofextraordinary expenditures, thecouncilmaybyordinanceissueonsuchtermsandinsuch
mannerasthecouncildetermines, emergencydebtcertificatestorunnotinexcessofthreeyears. Atax
sufficienttopayprincipalandinterestonsuchcertificateswiththemarginrequiredbylawshallbeleviedas
requiredbylaw. Theordinanceauthorizingtheissueoftheemergencydebtcertificatesshallstatethenature
oftheemergencyandbeapprovedbyatleastfourmembersofthecouncil. Itmaybepassedbyemergency
ordinanceasdefinedinsection3.6exceptthattheordinanceshallbeenactedbyafour-fifthsvoteofthe
council.   

7.12.2 Adescriptionofeachsuchproposedcertificateshallbepublishedinthecitynewsletter, butfailureto
publishsuchdescription, oranydefectinthedescription, shallnotinvalidatethecertificate. However,  
correctionsshallbepublishedattheearliestpracticaltime.   

Ord. of3-25-1994)  

CHAPTER8. PUBLICIMPROVEMENTSANDSPECIALASSESSMENTS
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Sec. 8.1. Power tomake improvements andlevyassessments.  

Thecitymaymakeanytypeoflocalimprovementnotforbiddenbylawandlevyspecialassessmentstopay
allorpartofthecostofsuchlocalimprovements. Thetotaloftheassessmentsforanylocalimprovementmaynot
exceedthecostofthelocalimprovement, plusallcostsandexpensesconnectedtherewith, includinginterest. No
assessmentshallexceedthebenefittothepropertyassessedasmeasuredbytheincreaseinthemarketvalueof
thepropertyassessedasaresultofthelocalimprovement.   

Ord. of1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.2. Application ofCharter.  

AlllocalimprovementprojectsshallbecarriedoutexclusivelyundertheprovisionsofthisCharter. Theterm
localimprovement" asusedinthissectionshallmeanapublicimprovement financedpartlyorwhollyfrom

specialassessments.   

Ord. of1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.3. Assessments forservices.  

Thecouncilmayprovidebyordinancethatthecostofthecityservicestostreets, sidewalks, orotherpublic
orprivatepropertymaybeassessedagainstpropertybenefitedandmaybecollectedinthesamemanneras
specialassessments.   

Ord. of1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.4. Local improvement procedure.  

Whenthecityundertakesanylocalimprovementtowhichthestatelocalimprovement code, Minn. Stats.  
chapter429applies, itshallcomplywiththeprovisionsofthatlaw, exceptasmodifiedbelow. Thecouncilmayby
ordinanceprescribetheproceduretobefollowedinmakinganyotherlocalimprovementandlevyingassessments
therefor.   

8.4.1Sixty-daywaitingperiod. Aperiodof60daysshallelapseaftertheconclusionofthepublichearing
requiredbylawtoprecedetheorderingoftheconstructionofalocalimprovementproject (the "public
hearing") beforetheactualorderingofthelocalimprovementbythecouncilandthecouncilentering
intoacontractforthelocalimprovementconstruction.   

8.4.2Percentageofownersrequired. Whenthelocalimprovementhasbeenpetitionedforbytheownersof
notlessthan50percentinfrontageoftherealpropertyabuttingonstreetsnamedinthepetitionas
thelocationofthelocalimprovement theresolutionorderingthelocalimprovementbythecouncil
maybeapprovedbyvoteofamajorityofallmembersofthecouncil. Whentherehasbeennosuch
petition, theresolutionmaybeadoptedonlybyvoteoffour-fifthsofallmembersofthecouncil.   

8.4.3Petitionagainstthelocalimprovement. Aproposedlocalimprovementmaybeinitiatedbypetitionof
theownersofrealpropertyabuttingonthestreetsnamedinthepetition. If, within30daysofthe
conclusionofthepublichearing, apetitionagainstsuchlocalimprovement isfiledwiththecity
administratorwhichpetitionissignedbyapercentageoftheownersofrealpropertyabuttingonthe
streetsnamedintheinitiatingpetitionasthelocationoftheimprovementwhichpercentageisgreater
thanthepercentageofownersofrealpropertywhosignedtheinitiatingpetition, thecouncilshallnot
makesuchlocalimprovementattheexpenseoftheabuttingpropertyowners. Forpurposesofthe
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foregoingsentence, "ownersofrealproperty" shallnotincludeownersofpropertieszonedfor
commercialorindustrialusesorownersofpropertieszonedresidentialgreaterthantenacresinsize
basedonzoningclassificationsineffectatthedateofsuchpetition, orownersofnon-homesteadreal
propertygreaterthanoneacreinsize.   

8.4.4Counterpetitioninfavoroftheimprovement. Ifwithin30daysofthefilingwiththecityadministrator
ofapetitionagainstthelocalimprovementasdescribedinsection8.4.3above, thereisfiledwiththe
cityadministratorapetitioninfavorofthelocalimprovement, signedbyownersofrealproperty
abuttingonthestreetsnamedintheinitiatingpetitionasthelocationoftheimprovement, ina
percentagegreaterthanthepercentofownersofrealpropertywhosignedthepetitionagainstthe
localimprovement, theninsucheventthecouncilmaydisregardthepetitionagainstthelocal
improvementandproceedwiththelocalimprovement.   

8.4.5Petitionagainstcouncilinitiatedimprovement. Ifthelocalimprovementwasinitiatedbycouncil
resolutionwithoutaninitiatingpetitionand, within60daysoftheconclusionofthepublichearing, a
petitionisfiledwiththecityadministratoragainstsuchlocalimprovementandwhichpetitionissigned
by60percentormoreoftheownersofrealpropertyproposedtobeassessedforandbenefitedbythe
localimprovement, thecouncilshallnotmakesuchlocalimprovementattheexpenseofthebenefited
propertyowners. Forpurposesoftheforegoingsentence, "ownersofrealproperty" shallnotinclude
ownersofpropertieszonedforcommercialorindustrialusesorownersofpropertieszonedresidential
greaterthantenacresinsizebasedonzoningclassifications ineffectatthedateofsuchpetition, or
ownersofnon-homesteadrealpropertygreaterthanoneacreinsize.   

8.4.6Withdrawalofnamefrompetition. Anypersonwhosenameappearsonapetitiontothecouncilin
favorofalocalimprovement, oronapetitiontothecouncilfiledagainstalocalimprovement, may
withdrawhis/hernamebyastatementinwritingfiledwiththecityadministratorbeforesuchpetition
ispresentedtothecouncilorinpersonatacitycouncilmeetingbeforethecitycouncilacceptssaid
petition.   

8.4.7Filingofpetitionwithcitycouncil. Allcompletedpetitionsfiledwiththecityadministratorasdescribed
hereinshallbepresentedtothecouncilbythecityadministratoratthecouncil'snextregularly
scheduledmeeting.   

8.4.8Oneyearbeforeanyfurtheraction. Whenaproposedlocalimprovement isdisallowedpursuanttothe
petitionprocessdescribedintheforegoingsections, thecouncilshallnotvoteonthesame
improvementwithinaperiodofoneyearafterthepublichearingonsaidimprovement.   

Ord. of1-25-1993; Ord. No. 06-22, § 2, 7-5-2006; Ord. No. 12-08, § 2, 6-26-2012; Ord. No. 14-07, § 2, 8-11-2014)  

Sec. 8.5. Computation oftime.  

WheretheperformanceordoingofanyactormatterisrequiredbythisCharter, andtheperiodoftimeis
prescribedandfixedbythisCharter, thetimeshallbecomputedsoastoexcludethefirstandincludethelastday
oftheprescribedorfixedperiodoftime. WhenthelastdayoftheperiodfallsonaSaturday, Sunday, oralegal
holiday, thatdayshallbeomittedfromthecomputation.   

Ord. of1-25-1993)  

Sec. 8.6. Sewer andwater projects.  

ThissectionappliestoanylocalimprovementprojectcompletedafterJanuary1, 1996, whichincludes
extendingurbanservices (sewerand/orwater) toanexistinghomeorneighborhood.   
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8.6.1Connectionpolicy. Thecitymaynotcompelanypropertyownerwithafunctionalprivatesewerand
watersystemtoconnecttocitysewerand/orwater.   

8.6.2Assessmentpolicy. Thecitymaynotlevyanassessmentforanycomponentofanyprojectwhich
includessewerand/orwaterimprovementsagainstapropertywhoseownerelectstoremainona
functionalprivatesewerand/orwatersystem.   

8.6.3Requestforurbanservices. Propertyownerswhoremainonprivatesewerandwatersystemsafter
urbanservicesbecomeavailablemayrequestconnectiontourbanservicesatanytime. Upon
connectiontourbanservicesanassessmentmaybeleviedprovideditisconsistentwiththeoriginal
assessment.   

Ref. of5-20-1996; Ord. of1-24-2001)  

CHAPTER9. EMINENTDOMAIN

Sec. 9.1. Acquisition ofproperty.  

Thecitymayacquirebypurchase, gift, condemnation, orotherwise, anyproperty, eitherwithinorwithout
itsboundaries, thatmaybeneededbythecityforanypublicpurpose. Inacquiringpropertybyexercisingthe
powerofeminentdomain, thecityshallproceedaccordingtoMinnesotaStatutes, chapter117 \[Minn. Stats. ch.  
117\], orotherapplicablelaws.   

CHAPTER10. FRANCHISES

Sec. 10.1. \[Required.\]  

Exceptasotherwiseprovidedbystatestatutes, noperson, firmorcorporationshallplaceormaintainany
permanentorsemi-permanentfixturesin, over, uponorunderanystreetorpublicplaceforthepurposeof
operatingapublicutility, orforanyotherpurpose, withoutafranchisethereforfromthecity. Afranchiseshallbe
grantedonlybyordinance, whichshallnotbeanemergencyordinance. Noexclusivefranchiseshallbegranted
unlesstheproposedordinanceissubmittedtothevotersofthecityfollowingapublichearingandapprovedbyat
leastamajorityofthosevotingthereon. Everyordinancegrantingafranchiseshallcontainallthetermsand
conditionsofthefranchise. Thegranteeshallbearthecostsofpublicationofthefranchiseordinanceandshall
makeasufficientdepositwiththecityclerktoguaranteepublicationbeforetheordinanceispassed.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 10.2. Term.  

Noperpetualfranchiseorprivilegeshallbecreated, norshallanyexclusivefranchiseorprivilegebegranted
foraperiodofmorethan25years.   

Sec. 10.3. Public hearing.  

Beforeanyfranchiseordinanceisadoptedoranyrates, fares, orpricestobechargedbyapublicutilityare
fixedbythecouncil, thecouncilshallholdapublichearingonthematter. Noticeofsuchhearingshallbepublished
atleastonceinthecitynewsletterandintheofficialnewspapernotlessthantendayspriortothedateofthe
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hearing. Failuretopublishsaidnoticeoranydefectinsaidnoticeshallnotinvalidatethenotice. However,  
correction(s) mustbepublishedattheearliestpracticaltime.   

Sec. 10.4. Powerofregulation reserved.  

Subjecttoanyapplicablestatestatutes, thecouncilmaybyordinancereasonablyregulateandcontrolthe
exerciseofanyfranchise, includingthemaximumrates, fares, orpricestobechargedbythegrantee. Nofranchise
valueshallbeincludedinthevaluationofthegrantee'spropertyinregulatingutilityrates, fares, orpricesunder
anyapplicablestateormunicipallaw, orregulation, orinproceedingsformunicipalacquisitionofthegrantee's
propertybypurchaseoreminentdomain.   

Sec. 10.5. Renewals orextensions.  

Everyextension, renewal, ormodificationofanyexistingfranchise, orofanyfranchisegrantedthereafter,  
shallbesubjecttothesamelimitationsandshallbegrantedinthesamemannerasanewfranchise.   

CHAPTER11. PUBLICOWNERSHIPANDOPERATIONOFUTILITIES

Sec. 11.1. Acquisition andoperation ofutilities.  

Thecitymayownandoperateanygas, water, heat, power, light, telephoneorotherpublicutilityfor
supplyingitsownneedsforutilityservice, orforsupplyingutilityservicetoprivateconsumersorboth. Itmay
constructallfacilitiesreasonablyneededforthatpurpose, andmayacquireanyexistingutilitypropertiesso
needed; butsuchactionshallonlybetakenbyordinance, whichshallnotbeanemergencyordinance. The
operationofallpublicutilitiesownedbythecityshallbeunderthesupervisionofthecitycouncil.   

Sec. 11.2. Ratesandfinances.  

Thecouncilmay, byordinance, fixrates, faresandpricesformunicipalutilities, butsuchrates, faresand
pricesshallbejustandreasonable. Thecouncilshallmakeeachmunicipalutilityfinanciallyselfsustaining. Before
anyrates, faresorpricesformunicipalutilitiesshallbefixedbythecouncil, thecouncilshallholdapublichearing
onthematterinaccordancewithsection11.6ofthischapter. Thecouncilshallprescribethetimeandthemanner
inwhichpaymentsforallsuchutilityservicesshallbemade, andmaymakesuchotherregulationsasmaybe
necessary, andprescribepenaltiesforviolationsofsuchregulations.   

Sec. 11.3. Purchase inbulk.  

Thecouncilmay, inlieuofprovidingforthelocalproductionofgas, electricity, waterandotherutilities,  
purchasethesameinbulkandresellthemtolocalconsumersatsuchratesasitmayfix. Beforesuchratesare
fixedbythecouncil, thecouncilshallholdapublichearingonthematterinaccordancewithsection11.6ofthis
chapter.   

Sec. 11.4. Leaseofplant.  

Thecouncilmay, ifthepublicinterestwillbeservedthereby, contractwithanyresponsibleperson, co- 
partnershiporcorporationfortheoperationofanyutilityownedbythecityuponsuchrentalsandconditionsasit
maydeemnecessary; butsuchcontractshallnotbeanemergencyordinance. Innocaseshallsuchcontractbefor
alongertermthantenyears.   
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Sec. 11.5. Publicutility.  

Howsold. Nopublicutilityownedbythecityshallbesoldorotherwisedisposedofbythecityunlessthefull
termsofthepropositionofsaidsaleorotherdispositionthereof, togetherwiththepricetobepaidtherefor, shall
beembodiedinanordinanceapprovedbyamajorityoftheregisteredvotersvotingthereonatageneralorspecial
election. Beforesuchordinanceissubmittedtoavote, thecouncilshallholdapublichearingonthematterin
accordancewithsection11.6ofthischapter.   

Sec. 11.6. Noticeofpublichearing.  

Noticeofpublichearingrequiredbythischaptershallbepublishedatleastonceintheofficialnewspaper
andinthecitynewsletteratleasttendayspriortothedateofthehearing. Failuretopublishsaidnoticeorany
defectinsaidnoticeshallnotinvalidatethenotice. However, thecorrection(s) mustbepublishedattheearliest
practicaltime.   

CHAPTER12. MISCELLANEOUSANDTRANSITORYPROVISIONS

Sec. 12.1. Official publication.  

Thecouncilshallannuallydesignatealegalnewspaperofgeneralcirculationinthecityasitsofficial
newspaper inwhichshallbepublishedordinancesandothermattersrequiredbystatestatutesandthisCharterto
besopublished, aswellassuchothermattersasthecouncilmaydeemitinthepublicinteresttohavepublished
inthismanner.   

Sec. 12.2. Oathofoffice.  

Everyofficerofthecityshall, beforeenteringuponthedutiesofhis/heroffice, takeandsubscribeanoathof
officeinsubstantially thefollowingform: "Idosolemnlyswear (oraffix:) tosupporttheconstitutionoftheUnited
Statesandofthisstateandtodischargefaithfullythedutiesdevolvinguponmeas (mayor, councilmember, city
administrator, etc.) oftheCityofRamseytothebestofmyjudgmentandability".   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  

Sec. 12.3. Cityofficers nottobeinterested incontracts.  

Exceptasotherwisepermittedbystatestatutes, noofficerofthecity, whoisauthorizedtotakepartinany
mannerinanycontractwiththecity, shallvoluntarilyhaveapersonalfinancialinterestinsuchcontractor
personallybenefitfinanciallytherefrom.   

Sec. 12.4. Official bonds.  

Thecityadministratorandothersuchofficersoremployeesofthecityasmaybeprovidedforbyordinance
shalleach, beforeenteringuponthedutiesofhis/herrespectiveofficeoremployment, giveacorporatesurety
bondtothecityinsuchformandsuchamountasmaybefixedbythecouncilassecurityforthefaithful
performanceofhis/herofficialduties. Thiscorporatesuretybondmaybeintheformofeitherindividualor
blanketbondsatthediscretionofthecouncil. Theyshallbeapprovedbythecouncil, andapprovedastoformby
thecityattorney, andfiledwiththecityadministrator. Thepremiumsonthebondsshallbepaidbythecity.   

Ord. of1-24-2001)  
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Sec. 12.5. Salesofrealproperty.  

Norealpropertyofthecity, withtheexceptionofcemeteryplots, shallbedisposedofexceptbyordinance.  
Theproceedsofanysaleofsuchpropertyshallbeusedasfaraspossibletoretireanyoutstandingindebtedness
incurredbythecityinthepurchase, construction, orimprovementofthisorotherpropertyusedforthesame
publicpurpose. Ifthereisnosuchoutstandingindebtedness, thecouncilmaybyresolutiondesignatesomeother
publicusefortheproceeds.   

Sec. 12.6. Vacation ofstreets.  

Thecouncilmaybyordinancevacateanystreetoralleyorotherpublicgroundsorpartthereofwithinthe
city. Suchvacationmaybemadeonlyafterpublishednoticeintheofficialnewspaperandanopportunityfor
affectedpropertyownerandpublictobeheard, anduponsuchfurthertermsandbysuchprocedureasthecouncil
byordinancemayprescribe. Anoticeofcompletionofsuchprocedureshallbefiledinaccordancewithstate
statutes.   

Sec. 12.7. Statutes notaffected byCharter.  

Allgenerallawsandstatutesofthestateapplicabletoallcitiesoperatingunderhomerulecharters, or
applicabletocitiesofthesameclassastheCityofRamseyoperatingunderhomerulecharters, andnot
inconsistentwiththeprovisionsofthisCharter, ortheordinancesofthiscity, shallapplytotheCityofRamsey, and
shallbeconstruedassupplementary totheprovisionofthisCharter.   

Sec. 12.8. Citytosucceed torightsandobligations offormer city.  

Thecityshallsucceedtoallproperty, rights, andprivileges, andshallbesubjecttoalllegalobligationsofthe
formercity.   

Sec. 12.9. Existing ordinances andresolutions continued.  

Allordinances, resolutionsandregulationsofthemunicipality inforcewhenthisChartertakeseffect, and
notinconsistentwiththeprovisionsthereof, areherebycontinuedinfullforceandeffectuntilamendedor
repealed.   

Sec. 12.10. Officers tocontinue forpresent terms.  

AllelectiveandappointiveofficersofthecityholdingofficeontheeffectivedateofthisChartershall
continueinofficeforthetermstowhichtheywereelectedorappointed, anduntiltheirsuccessorsshallhavebeen
electedorappointedandhavequalified.   

Sec. 12.11. Pending condemnations andassessments.  

AnycondemnationorassessmentproceedinginprogresswhenthisChartertakeseffectshallbecontinued
andcompletedunderthestatestatutesunderwhichsuchproceedingwasbegun. Allassessmentsmadebythe
municipalitypriortothetimewhenthisChartertakeseffectshallbecollected, andthelienthereofenforcedinthe
samemannerasifthisCharterhadnotbeenadopted.   
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Sec. 12.12. Ordinances tomake Charter effective.  

Thecouncilshallbyordinance, resolution, orotherappropriateactionmakesuchregulationsasmaybe
necessarytocarryoutandmakeeffectivetheprovisionsofthisCharter.   

Sec. 12.13. Anewsletter.  

Anewslettershallbepublishedbythecityatregularintervalsatleastsixfourtimeseachyear. Thepostalrole
forthecityshallbeusedforthedistribution.   

Sec. 12.14. \[Effective date.\]  

ThisCharterbecomeseffective30daysafteradoption.   

CHAPTER13. POLICEDEPARTMENT

Sec. 13.1. Department created.  

Theexistingpolicedepartmentforthecityshallforthwithbeestablishedaspermanentandshallconsistofa
chiefofpolice, andsuchotherofficersandmembersasmaybeprovidedforbythecouncil.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.2. Appointments.  

Thechiefofpoliceshallbeappointedbythecouncil. Allotherappointmentstoorpromotionswithinthe
departmentshallbemadeasprovidedbylaw.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.3. Rank.  

Thechiefofpoliceshallbetheheadofthedepartmentandhavesupervisionoverallofficersandmembers
thereof.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.4. Dutiesofchief.  

Thechiefofpoliceshallkeepsuchrecordsandmakesuchreportsconcerningtheactivitiesofhis/her
departmentasmayberequiredbystatuteorbythecitycouncil. Thechiefshallberesponsibleforthe
performancebythepolicedepartmentofitsfunctions, andallpersonswhoaremembersofthepolicedepartment
shallservesubjecttotheordersofthechiefofpolice.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  
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Sec. 13.5. Duties.  

Itshallbethedutyoftheofficersofthepolicedepartmenttoseetotheenforcementofalloftheordinances
ofthecityandallstatutesapplicable therein, andtopreserveorderandpreventinfractionsofthelawandarrest
violatorsthereof.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.6. Conduct ofmembers.  

Itshallbethedutyofeverymemberandofficerofthepolicedepartmenttoconducthimselforherselfina
properandlawabidingmanneratalltimes. Eachmemberandofficerofthedepartmentshallobeytheordersand
directionsofhis/hersuperior.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.7. Rulesandregulations.  

Thechiefofthepolicedepartmentmaymakeorprescribesuchrulesandregulationsashe/sheshalldeem
advisable, suchrules, whenapprovedbythecouncil, shallbebindingonsuchofficersandmembers. Suchrulesand
regulationsmaycover, besidestheconductoftheofficersandmembers, uniformsandequipmenttobewornor
carried, hoursofservice, vacation, andallothersimilarmattersnecessaryordesirablefortheefficiencyofthe
department.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

Sec. 13.8. Equalopportunity.  

Inmakingappointmentstothepolicedepartment, nopersonshallbedeprivedofanopportunitytoserveon
thepolicedepartmentbecauseofrace, religion, skincolor, nationaloriginorsex. Noarbitraryrulesonheight,  
weight, orachievementofstrengthunrelatedtojobneedsshallbeimposed. Nohandicappedpersonshallbe
denied, merelybyvirtueofbeinghandicapped, appointmenttoapositiononthepolicedepartmentwhichthe
handicappedpersoniscompetent tofill.   

Ord. of12-13-1988)  

CHAPTER15. ADOPTIONOFCOMPREHENSIVEMUNICIPALPLAN

Sec. 15.1. Comprehensive plan.  

MinnesotaStatutes, chapter462 \[Minn. Stats. ch. 462\] requiresthatthecityprepareandadopta
comprehensivemunicipalplanwhichplanisdefinedasacompilationofpolicystatements, goals, standardsand
mapsforguidingthephysical, socialandeconomicdevelopment, bothprivateandpublic, ofthemunicipalityand
itsenvirons. Thecomprehensiveplanrepresents thecity'splanningagency'srecommendations forthefuture
developmentofthecity.   

15.1.1 Adoptionofcomprehensiveplan. Thecitycouncilmaybyresolutionbyamajorityvoteofallits
membersadoptandamendthecomprehensiveplanorportionthereofastheofficialmunicipalplan
uponsuchnoticeandhearingasmaybeprescribedbyordinance.   

Created: 2025-01-03 16:18:19 \[ EST\]  

Supp. No. 13)  

Page23of25



Ref. of11-6-2001)  

CHARTERCOMPARATIVETABLEORDINANCES

ThistableshowsthelocationamendmentstotheCharter. TheCharterwasoriginallyadoptedonMay22, 1984.   

Ordinance Date Section Section
Number thisCharter
85-09 9-28-1985 3.5

12-13-1988(Ord.)   13.1—13.8
1-25-1993(Ord.)   8.1—8.5
9- 8-1993(Ord.)   3.2
3-25-1994(Ord.)   7.1—7.12

11-14-1994(Ord.)   4.2
5-20-1996(Ref.)   8.6

11- 5-1996(Ref.)   2.3
1-28-2000(Ord.)   3.2
1-24-2001(Ord.)   1.1

3.6—3.8
3.11
4.1, 4.2
4.4, 4.5
5.2—5.5
5.8
6.1
6.3—6.5
7.4
7.6
8.6
10.1
12.2
12.4

11- 6-2001(Ord.)   2.3
4.1,   
4.2
15.1

12- 6-2001(Ord.)   2.6
12- 6-2001(Ref.)   5.6
11- 5-2002(Ref.)   3.2
9- 8-2003(Ord.)   3.2

04-47 11-23-2004 1(Subd. 1)  3.1
1(Subd. 2)  3.4.1
1(Subd. 3)  4.5
1(Subd. 4)  5.2
1(Subd. 5)  5.3
1(Subd. 6)  5.8

9-28-2005 3.8
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PARTI - CHARTER
CHARTERCOMPARATIVE TABLEORDINANCES

06-22 7- 5-2006 2 8.4
09-18 12- 8-2009 2 2.5

4.5.5
10-08 5- 4-2010 1 4.1.1
12-08 6-26-2012 2Added 8.4.2

Rnbd 8.4.2—8.4.7
as 8.4.3—8.4.8

14-07 8-11-2014 2 8.4.5
22-29 1-24-2023 2 2.4
23-04 3-28-2023 2 2.2
23-05 4-25-2023 2 4.1, 4.2, 4.4, 4.5
23-08 9-26-2023 2 4.5
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