PART Il - CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 117 - SUBDIVISIONS, SIGNS, TREE PRESERVATION, GRADING, AND DRAINAGE
ARTICLE Il. - PERFORMANCE STANDARDS, SIGNS, MISCELLANEOUS USES
DIVISION 8. SIGNS

DIVISION 8. SIGNS

Subdivision 1. In General

Sec. 117-457. Purpose.

The purpose of this division is to protect and promote the general welfare, health, safety and order within
the city through the establishment of a comprehensive and impartial series of standards, regulations and
procedures governing the erection, use and/or display of devices, signs or symbols serving as a visual
communicative media to persons situated within or upon public rights-of-way or properties. The provisions of this
division are intended to encourage creativity, a reasonable degree of freedom of c hoice, an opportunity for
effective communication and a sense of concern for the visual amenities on the part of those designing and
displaying communicative media for the types regulated by this division, while at the same time assuring that the
public health and welfare is not endangered.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.01; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, & 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-458. Substitution clause.

The owner of any sign that is otherwise allowed by this division may substitute noncommercial speech in lieu
of any other commercial speech or noncommercial speech. The owner of any sign that is otherwise allowed by this
division may substitute commercial speech in lieu of any other commercial speech or noncommercial speech. This
substitution of copy may be made without any additional approval or permitting. The purpose of this division is to
prevent any inadvertent favoring of commercial speech over noncommercial speech, favoring of noncommercial
speech over commercial speech, favoring any particular commercial speech over any other commercial speech, or
favoring of any particular noncommercial speech over any other noncommercial speech. This division prevails over
any more specific provision to the contrary.

Sec. 117-459. Variations.

Request for variations from the provisions of this division shall be processed by the applicant applying to the
zoning administrator for a conditional use permit, which conditional use permit procedure shall be as prescribed in
section 117-50.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.24; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-460. Conflict.

If any portion of this division is found to be in conflict with any other provision of any zoning, building, fire,
safety or health ordinance of the city, the provision that establishes the higher standard shall prevail.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.25; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Ramsey, Minnesota, Code of Ordinances Created: 2024-07-25 15:21:45 [EST]
(Supp. No. 13, Update 2)

Page 1 of 15



Sec. 117-461. Violations.

(a)

(b)

When, in the opinion of the zoning administrator, a violation of this Code exists, the zoning administrator
shall issue a written order to either the owner of the sign, or the owner of the property, or tenant leasing the
property, on which the sign is placed. The order shall specify those sections of this Code involved, describe
the violation and shall direct that the violation be corrected within five days from the date of the order,
unless otherwise specified by the zoning administrator. If the violation is not corrected, the violation will be
penalized through the administrative citation or removal, whichever is appropriate.

If the zoning administrator or building official finds that a sign is abandoned or is structurally, or electrically
defective, or in any way endangers the public, the zoning administrator or building official shall issue a
written order to the owner of the sign and occupant of the premises stating the nature of the violation and
requiring repair or removal of the sign within 60 days of the date of the order.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.21; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-462. Removal of signs by the zoning administrator.

(a)

(b)

(d)

The zoning administrator may cause the removal of any illegal sign, any sign remaining after a business
permanently closes, or any sign not properly maintained in cases of emergency, or after failure to timely
comply with written orders for removal or repair. After removal or demolition of the sign, a notice shall be
mailed to the sign owner and owner of the property where the sign was located stating the nature of the
work and the date on which it was performed and demanding payment of the costs as certified by the zoning
administrator together with an additional 50 percent for inspection and incidental costs.

If the amount specified in the notice is not paid within 30 days after mailing of the notice, it shall become a
lien against the parcel where the sign was located and shall be certified as an assessment against the
property together with ten percentinterest for collection in the same manner as the real estate taxes.

The owner of the parcel upon which the sign is located shall be presumed to be the owner of all signs
thereon unless facts to the contrary are brought to the attention of the zoning administrator.

In case of emergency, the zoning administrator or building official may cause the immediate removal of a
dangerous or defective sign without notice. Signs removed in this manner must present a hazard to the
public safety as defined in the state building code.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.22; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-463. General restrictions.

(a)
(b)
(c)

Address sign. One address sign shall be required per main building in all districts.
Bench sign. Bench signs shall be permitted only at bus stops.

Ground sign. A ground sign shall not project higher than 25 feet as measured from base of sign or grade of
the nearest adjacent roadway, whichever is lower. Any ground sign within 50 feet of any intersection of
street right-of-way lines and/or driveway entrances shall have a minimum vertical clearance of 12 feet above
the centerline of the pavement unless it can be shown that it can comply with subsections (e)(2)a and b of
this section.
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(d)

(e)

(f)

(8)

(h)

Canopies or marquees. Canopies and marquees shall be considered to be an integral part of the structure to
which they are an accessory. Signs may be attached to a canopy or marquee, but such structures shall not be
considered as part of the wall area and thus shall not warrant additional sign area.

Location.

(1) No sign other than governmental signs shall be erected or temporarily placed within any street or
public right-of-way or upon any public easement.

(2) A permitfor asign to be located within 50 feet of any street or highway regulatory or warning sign, or
any traffic sign or signal, or of any crossroad or crosswalk, will not be issued unless:

a. The sign will not interfere with the ability of drivers and pedestrians to see any street or highway
sign, or any traffic sign or signal, or any crossroad or crosswalk; and

b. The sign will not distract drivers nor offer any confusion to any street or highway, sign, or any
traffic sign or signal.

(3) A sign shall not be located so as to extend over any lot line or within 15 feet of any point of vehicular
access from a parcel to a public roadway.

Dynamic display and illumination.

(1) Based on findings conducted by scientific studies, the city finds that dynamic displays should be
allowed on signs with appropriate regulation in order to minimize their proliferation and their potential
threats to public safety.

(2) Regulations. Dynamic displays on signs are subject to the following conditions:

a. Size. On-premise signs may include dynamic displays. Dynamic display signs shall not exceed the
size allowed by this chapter. Dynamic displays are not in addition to the size allowed for static
signs.

b. Frequency of display change. A dynamic display may not change more often than once every

three seconds, and no part of the display may include flashing or scrolling text. The images
display must be static, and the transition from one display to another must be instantaneous
without special effects. The dynamic display shall not be allowed to project full-motion video.
Subtle transition animations shall be allowed.

c. Brightness. No sign may be brighter than is necessary for clear and adequate visibility, or that it
interferes with the effectiveness of a traffic sign or signal, or that it distracts a driver from motor
vehicle operation.

d. Troubleshooting. Dynamic displays must be designed and equipped to freeze the device in one
position if a malfunction occurs. The display must also be equipped with a means to immediately
discontinue the display if it malfunctions, and the sign owner must immediately stop the dynamic
display when notified by the city that it is not complying with the standards of this section.

Institutional and recreational identification sign. One wall and/or ground sign shall be permitted to identify
the civic, philanthropic, educational, public or religious organization or recreational use occupying the parcel.
There shall not be more than one ground sign for each parcel. The gross surface area of a ground sign shall
not exceed 100 square feet for each exposed face nor exceed an aggregate gross surface area of 200 square
feet. Such facilities having more than one point of entrance or street frontage may erect secondary
identification signs not to exceed 50 square feet for each exposed face at the additional entrance points or
street frontages.

Institutional attraction boards. There shall not be more than one institutional attraction board for each
principal building and it may be either wall or ground type or constructed as a part of the institutional
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(i)

(k)

(1)

(m)

(n)

identification sign. The gross surface area of an attraction board shall not exceed 50 square feet for each
exposed face nor exceed an aggregate gross surface area of 100 square feet. An attraction board shall not be
located so as to extend over any lot line or within 15 feet of any point of vehicular access from any parcel to
a public roadway. Attraction boards shall not exceed 15 feet in height as measured from the base of the sign
or building to which the sign is to be affixed or the grade of the nearest adjacent roadway, whichever is
higher.

Pennants. The use of pennants is permitted in any commercial district provided the pennants are securely
anchored and maintained in good repair, including replacement or removal when weather damage is
evident. The zoning administrator, or his designee, shall have the authority to identify and notify property
owners and/or occupants of the parcel on which the pennants have been determined to be in violation of
this Code. Failure to remove or replace the pennants within ten days of notification shall be sufficient cause
for the zoning administrator or his designee to remove said pennants. The property owner shall be billed for
all costs incurred by the city in administering this subdivision.

Banners. The use of banners is permitted in any commercial district as permanent wall signage provided the
banner is securely anchored and maintained in good repair, including replacement or removal when weather
damage is evident. The square footage dedicated to banners is limited to 50 percent of the total square
footage allowance for wall signs. Facilities choosing to utilize wall banners in addition to other permanent
wall signage shall be required to obtain a separate sign permit for the maximum square footage allowed for
banners and payment of the permanent sign fee.

Flags. The display of flags shall be permitted in all districts. However, the total square footage area of any
flags used as advertising copy or as attention getting devices for commercial purposes shall be considered as
permanent signage and counted towards the total allowable sign area permitted by this section for the
parcel on which the flag is displayed. Flag height is restricted to 25 feet.

Directional signs. Directional or instructional signs are restricted to on-site direction and instruction, with the
exception of governmental signs, temporary real estate signs and public event signs, and shall not exceed
four square feet in size. Such signs shall only provide direction or instruction to guide persons to facilities
intended to serve the public.

Maintenance.

(1) The surface and structure of all signs must be kept refinished as necessary to prevent the sign surface
from becoming unkempt in appearance. The zoning administrator shall use the following guidelines to
determine if the sign is unkempt: evidence of rust, peeling paint, structural damage, message damage,
and/or weathering.

(2) When any sign for which a permit is required is removed, the zoning administrator shall be notified and
the entire sign and its components shall be removed.

(3) The permit owner shall be responsible for all of the requirements of this section, including the liability
for expense of removal and maintenance incurred by the city.

Sign content. No sign shall contain obscene images or statements in violation of Minn. Stats. § 617.241.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.03; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008; Ord. No. 12-20, & 1,11-27-2012)

Sec. 117-464. Prohibited signs.

(a)
(b)

"A" frame or sandwich board signs. "A" frame or sandwich board signs are prohibited.

Advertising device signs. Advertising device signs are prohibited except as provided for in section 117-465.
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(d)

(e)
(f)
(8)
(h)

(i)

(k)

(1)

Whirling devices, searchlights, streamers, balloons and other gas-filled figures. Whirling devices, searchlights,
streamers, balloons, and other gas filled figures, are prohibited except as a temporary sign as provided for in
section 117-465.

Flashing or scrolling signs, devices or lights. Flashing signs, devices, or lights are not permitted in any district
except as provided for in section 117-463(f).

Portable signs. Portable signs are prohibited except as temporary signs as provided for in section 117-465.
Projecting signs. No projecting sign shall be permitted in any district.
Roof signs. Roof signs are prohibited in any zoning district.

Signs on parked vehicles. Signs painted or mounted on or attached to vehicles, trailers or equipment where
the apparent primary purpose of the vehicle or equipment is to display said sign are prohibited. However,
this is not in any way intended to prohibit signs placed on or affixed to vehicles and trailers, such as lettering
on motor vehicles, where the sign is incidental to the primary use of the vehicle, trailer and/or any other
type of mobile equipment.

Signs on trees and utility poles. Signs which are attached or otherwise affixed to trees or other vegetation or
utility poles are prohibited.

Signs painted on walls. Signs painted on an exterior wall, fascia, parapet or a chimney of a building or on a
fence are prohibited.

Signs which imitate traffic control devices. Signs which imitate, interfere with, obstruct the view of, or can be
confused with any authorized traffic control sign, signal, or other device are prohibited.

Billboards. No billboards shall be permitted in any zoning district of the city, except as otherwise provided in
this division and except that off-premise signs may be located on adjacent parcels or at shared entrances.
Shared entrances shall be encumbered by a recordable easement, filed with the Anoka County Recorder.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.04; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, & 2, 8-12-2008; Ord. No. 12-20, § 1, 11-27-2012)

Sec. 117-465. Temporary signs.

(a)

Temporary signs are defined as signs which are erected or displayed for a limited period of time and not
affixed to a state building code approved structure. A sign is considered temporary if it is not intended to
remain on the property permanently and has not received a permanent sign permit and/or is not intended to
be constructed per the state building code.

(1) Duration. Temporary signs shall be permitted for up to six weeks per year per parcel, or per business
on multitenant business parcels. The six-week limit may be extended up to four weeks if there have
been no sign violations in the past year by the entity who erects the sign.

a. Temporary Highway 10 construction provision (city-wide). The timeframes described above shall
be permitted up to 12 weeks and may be extended in eight-week periods if there have been no
sign violations in the past year by the entity who erects the sign and if the sign is in good repair.
This temporary provision expires on December 31, 2025.

(2) Location. Temporary signs must be located fully on private property, with the permission of the
property owner. The city will remove any signs in the public right-of-way, or erected without
permission from the property owner.

(3) Number. All properties are limited to two temporary signs per parcel. In locations where there are
multiple businesses on one parcel (a multitenant facility), three signs are permitted.
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(b)

(4) Size. Temporary signs shall be limited to 50 square feet in size.

(5) Permits and fees. All temporary signs shall be required to obtain a temporary sign permit. The
temporary sign permit application shall specify the exact times and dates the temporary sign is to be
erected, the size of the sign, the location of the sign, contact information, and other information
deemed necessary by the zoning administrator to determine that the temporary sign is erected within
applicable code. The temporary sign permit shall be clearly displayed on the temporary sign. The fee
for the temporary sign permit shall be established by ordinance as part of the rates and charges. The
fee shall only be collected for the first permit per parcel or per business in a multi-tenant facility. The
provisions of this division apply to all temporary signs, and appropriate penalties for violations will be
assessed, as outlined in section 117-461.

a. Exemptions from temporary sign Permit. Signs less than 15 square feet in size and all temporary
signs in residential districts (R-1 Residential, R-2 Residential, R-3 Residential) are exempt from
temporary sign permitting requirements.

(6) Dynamic display. Temporary signs may consist of dynamic display, provided all standards of section
117-463(f) are complied with.

Balloons, gas filled figures, streamers, whirling devices and revolving searchlights or any such attention-
getting device that is not specifically a sign may be permitted up to four weeks per year, for one week at a
time.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.05; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008;
Ord. No. 10-11, § 2, 7-27-2010; Ord. No. 12-20, § 1, 11-27-2012; Ord. No. 23-19, § 2, 1-9-2024)

Secs. 117-466. Other temporary signs.

(a)

(b)

Real estate signs. One temporary real estate sign constructed of durable materials located on the premises is
permitted for sale or lease of building or vacant lot for each street frontage.

Construction signs. One temporary construction sign constructed of durable materials located on the
premises is permitted on each street frontage of a development under construction.

(Ord. No. 12-20, § 1, 11-27-2012)

Secs. 117-467. Unified development signs.

(a)

General provisions. A unified development is a development that consists of multiple parcels of similar
zoning district and bound by major roadways consisting of arterial or collector designation or higher. Signs
for multi-tenant commercial and employment developments may be erected to include off-premise copy
under the following conditions:

(1) The sign must identify the development at the top of the sign and may include provisions for individual
users within the development.

(2) The sign must be located within 500 feet of the development and may not be separated from the
development by an arterial road.

(3) The sign must not exceed 250 square feet per face (500 square feet aggregate) and 30 feet in height.

(4) The sign may include dynamic display not to exceed 100 square feet per face (200 square feet
aggregate).

(5) The sign will not be included in the total signage permitted for the property in which it is located.
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(6) The general location of area identification signs for commercial and employment districts must be
approved by the planning commission as part of a master sign plan approved as part of site plan
approval.

(Ord. No. 12-20, § 1, 11-27-2012)

Sec.

(a)

(b)

117-468. Off-premise digital billboard signs.

Findings, purpose, and intent. The city council finds it necessary for the promotion and preservation of the
health, safety, welfare, and aesthetics of the community that the construction, location, size, conspicuity,
brightness, legibility, operational characteristics, and maintenance of off-premises digital billboard signs be
controlled. Off-premises digital billboard signs have a direct and substantial impact on traffic safety,
pedestrian safety, community aesthetics and property values. If left uncontrolled, off-premises digital
billboard signs, designed to catch the eye of persons in their vicinity and hold it for extended periods of time,
including video display signs, constitute a serious traffic safety threat. The city council intends by this
subsection to establish a legal framework for off-premises digital billboard sign regulation in the city to
facilitate an easy and agreeable communication between people while protecting and promoting the public
health, safety, welfare and aesthetics of the community. It is not the purpose or intent of this subsection to
prefer or favor commercial messages or speech over noncommercial messages or speech or to discriminate
between types of noncommercial speech or the viewpoints represented therein. Rather, the purpose of the
off-premises digital billboard sign regulations promulgated in this subsection is:

(1) To eliminate potential hazards to motorists and pedestrians using the public streets, sidewalks, and
rights-of-way;

(2) To safeguard and enhance property values;
(3) To control nuisances;

(4) To preserve and improve the appearance of the city through adherence to aesthetic principles, in order
to create a community that is attractive to residents and to nonresidents who come to live, visit, work,
or trade;

(5) To eliminate excessive and confusing sign displays;

(6) To encourage signs which by their design are integrated with and harmonious to the surrounding
environment and the buildings and sites they occupy;

(7) To maintain the character of the mainstreet core downtown but allow local businesses the opportunity
to reach a wider audience by advertising along Highway 10; and

(8) To promote the public health, safety, and general welfare.

Location of off-premises digital billboard signs. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained within
this Code, off-premises digital billboard signs may be located only within the off-premises digital billboard
sign overlay district. Off-premises digital billboard signs are prohibited in all zoning districts of the city other
than the off-premises digital billboard sign overlay district. Off-premises digital billboard signs located in the
off-premises digital billboard sign overlay district must comply with all Code requirements for permitted off-
premises digital billboard signs.

(1) Permitted districts. The off-premises digital billboard sign overlay district shall commence along
Highway 10 within 250 feet of the Highway 10 centerline within the Ramsey city limits. Off-premises
digital billboard signs are not allowed in any residential or planned unit development (PUD) zoning
district.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

Number of off-premises digital billboard signs. A total of three off-premises digital billboard signs shall
be permitted within the entirety of the off-premises digital billboard sign overlay district.

Separation distance between off-premises digital billboard signs. Off-premises digital billboard signs
shall have a separation distance of at least two miles between each site in which they are located.

Size. Off-premises digital billboard signs shall not exceed 700 square feet in surface area per sign
surface.

Number of surfaces. Off-premises digital billboard signs shall not contain more than two sign surfaces.
Said sign surfaces shall face in opposite directions with an interior angle not to exceed 45 degrees.

Height. Off-premises digital billboard signs shall not exceed 50 feet in height as measured from the
established grade of the site upon which the off-premises signs and digital billboards is located.

Conditional use. Off-premises digital billboard signs shall be processed in accordance with the
procedures established for conditional use permits in section 117-51.

(c)  Off-premises digital billboard sign overlay district performance standards: The off-premises digital billboard
sign overlay district is hereby established as a separate zoning district within the city. Within the off-premises
digital billboard sign overlay district, off-premises digital billboard signs are permitted subject to the
following conditions:

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

No off-premises digital billboard signs shall be erected that, by reason of position, shape, movement,
or color, interferes with the proper functioning of a traffic signal or which constitutes a traffic hazard.

Off-premises digital billboard signs shall not be located so as to extend over any property line or within
a drainage and utility easement, or within 15 feet of any point of vehicular access from a parcel to a
public roadway.

Off-premises digital billboard signs must have an architecturally enhanced base.

Off-premises digital billboard signs must have minimum display duration of seven seconds. Such
display shall contain static messages only; change from one static message to another shall be
instantaneous without any special effects, through dissolve or fade transitions, or with the use of
another subtle transition technique that does not have the appearance of moving text or images.

Off-premises digital billboard signs must be rectangular in shape and all messages must be contained
within the off-premises digital billboard frame.

All off-premises digital billboard signs shall have ambient light monitors installed as part of the off-
premises digital billboard sign and shall, at all times, allow such monitors to automatically adjust the
brightness level of the electronic sign based on light conditions.

Off-premises digital billboard signs shall meet the following brightness standards:

a. Off-premises digital billboard signs shall not exceed 7,500 nits (candelas per square meter)
between the hours of civil sunrise and civil sunset and shall not exceed 500 nits (candelas per
square meter) between the hours of civil sunset and civil sunrise as measured from the face of
the sign. The light level shall not exceed 0.3-foot candles above ambient light as measured from a
pre-set distance depending on sign size. Measuring distance shall be determined using the
following equation: the square root of the message center sign area multiplied by 100. Example:
12 square foot sign V(12 x 100) = 34.6 feet measuring distance.

Off-premises digital billboard signs shall have a fully functional monitoring off switch system that shuts
the dynamic display off-premises sign off when the display deteriorates, in any fashion, five percent or
greater until the dynamic display sign has been repaired to its fully functional factory specifications.

Off-premises billboard signs must be part of the State of Minnesota's public safety alert system.
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(10) Applicants for an off-premises digital billboard signs permit shall enter into an agreement with the city
to provide the city no less than 20 hours (provided in 9,000 eight-second spots) per month per dynamic
display off-premises sign face in the city for community and public service messages at such times as
shall be reasonably determined by the city. This agreement must be approved by the city council
before a permit for the construction or conversion of an off-premises signs and digital billboard may be
issued by the building official.

(Ord. No. 22-19, § 2, 6-28-2022)

Secs. 117-469—117-483. Reserved.

Subdivision Il. Permit

Sec. 117-484. Required; exemptions.

(a)  All permanent signs shall obtain a permit prior to installation. This permit is reviewed by the zoning
administrator and the building official, or their assigns, for conformance with the regulations described
herein. Temporary signs shall obtain a permit in accordance with section 117-465.

(b) Exemptions. The exemptions permitted by this section shall apply only to the requirement of a permit and
fee and shall not be construed as relieving the installer of the sign, or the owner of the property upon which
the sign is located, from conforming with the other provisions of this division.

(1) A window sign not exceeding 30 percent of the window area.

(2) Holiday decorations temporarily displayed on traditionally accepted civic, patriotic, or religious
holidays.

(3) On-premises address or nameplate identification signs having a sign area of four square feet or less.

(4) Memorial plaques or tablets, grave markers, statutory, or other remembrances of persons or events
that are noncommercial in nature.

(5) Interior signs which are fully located within the interior of any building or stadium, or within an
enclosed lobby or court of any building, or in the lobby or entrance of any theater which are intended
solely for information relating to the interior operation of the building in which they are located.

(6) Pennants.

(7) Noncommercial speech signs, as exempted in the Minnesota Statutes.
(Code 1978, 8§ 9.12.14,9.12.16; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-
2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008; Ord. No. 10-11, § 2, 7-27-2010)

State law reference(s)—Exemptions for noncommercial signs, Minn. Stats. § 211B.045.

Sec. 117-485. Application.

Application for permits shall be made upon forms provided by the zoning administrator and shall state or
have attached thereto the following information:

(1) The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the applicant, the owner of the parcel on which the
sign is to be erected or affixed, the owner of the sign, and the person to be erecting or affixing the sign.

(2) Type of sign.
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(3) Type of construction materials to be used.
(4) Location of building, structure or parcel to which, or upon which, the sign is to be attached or erected.

(5) Position of the sign or other advertising structures in relation to the nearest buildings, structures,
public streets, rights-of-way and property lines, along with location and square footage areas for all
existing signs on the same premises. The drawing showing such position shall be prepared "to scale."

(6) Blueprint or ink drawing of the plans and specifications, and method of construction or attachment to
the building or in the ground, including all dimensions, locating all light sources, wattage, type and
color of lights and details of any light shields or shades.

(7) Copy of stress sheets and calculations, showing the structure is designated for dead load and wind
velocity in the amount required by this division and all other ordinances of the city, if required by the
zoning administrator or building official. The zoning administrator or building official may require
additional information concerning safety.

(8) An agreement with the city which would authorize and direct the city to remove the sign and sign
structure, at the expense of the applicant, where maintenance is required and the maintenance is not
furnished, but only after a notice of 60 days specifying the maintenance required by the city.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.17; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008;)

Sec. 117-486. Administration.

The zoning administrator shall process applications for permits. The building official is empowered, upon
presentation of proper credentials, to enter or inspect any building, structure, or parcel in the city for the purpose
of inspection of a sign and its structural and electrical connections to ensure compliance with all applicable codes
and ordinances.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.20; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-487. Permit issuance or denial.

(@) The zoning administrator shall issue a permit for the erection, alteration, or relocation of a sign within 14
days of receipt of a completed application and nonrefundable application fee provided that the sign complies
with all applicable laws and regulations of the city.

(b)  When a permitis denied, written notice shall be provided to the applicant along with a brief statement of
the reasons for denial. The zoning administrator or building official may suspend or revoke an issued permit
for any false statement or misrepresentation of fact in the application.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.18; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-488. Permit fees.

The permit fee for permanent and temporary signs shall be as provided by ordinance.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.15; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

State law reference(s)—Fees, Minn. Stats. § 462.353, subds. 4, 4a.
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Sec. 117-489. Fee refunds and permit expiration; commencing work without permit.

(a) Ifan issued permit is withdrawn by the applicant within 90 days of issuance, and if no inspections have been
made and no work authorized by the permit has been performed, 50 percent of the permit fee may be
refunded to the applicant.

(b) A permitissued by the zoning administrator becomes null and void if work is suspended or abandoned or not
completed within six months of issuance, but may be reinstated with an additional payment of one -half of
the original fee.

(c)  Anysign installed or placed on any parcel prior to receipt of a permit, the specified permit fee shall be
doubled. However, the payment of the doubled fee shall not relieve any person of any other requirement or
penalties prescribed in this section.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.19; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Secs. 117-490—117-516. Reserved.

Subdivision Ill. District Regulations

Sec. 117-517. District regulations.

In addition to those signs permitted or required in all districts as described in sections 117-463 and 117-465,
the following signs are permitted in each specific district and shall be regulated as to size, location and character
according to the requirements herein set forth.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.06; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-518. Residential type districts.

(a) Area identification signs. One sign per vehicular access to a development, not to exceed 32 square feetin
area is permitted.

(b)  Temporary signs. Temporary signs are permitted in accordance with section 117-465.
(c) Home occupation signs. Home occupations signs may be permitted in accordance with section 117-351.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.07; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord. No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-519. Business type districts.

(a)  Business use signs.

(1) Wall, canopy or marquee sign. Total sign area may not exceed 15 percent of the front building facade.
Businesses in multitenant buildings shall be allowed the proportionate share of the total wall sign area.
The total wall signage permitted may be distributed on any other building facade. Sign height shall not
exceed the top of the parapet wall or, if no parapet wall, sign height shall not exceed the height of the
eaves. A wall, canopy or marquee sign may be located on the outermost wall of any principal building
but shall not project more than 16 inches from the wall to which the sign is to be affixed. The gross
surface area of a wall, canopy or marquee sign may be increased by ten percent if such wall sign:
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a. Consists only of individual, outlined alphabetic, numeric and/or symbolic characters without
background except that provided by the building surface to which the sign is to be affixed; and

b. lllumination, if any, is achieved through shielded illumination, shielded silhouette lighting, or
shielded spot lighting but not any lighting where the light source is visible or exposed on the face
or sides of the characters.

(2) Ground sign. There shall not be more than one ground sign for each parcel or per road frontage on
parcels with more than one road frontage, not to exceed an aggregate of two ground signs. The gross
surface area of a ground sign shall not exceed 100 square feet for each exposed face nor exceed an
aggregate gross surface area of 200 square feet. For parcels qualifying for two ground signs, the second
ground sign shall not exceed 50 square feet for each exposed face nor exceed an aggregate gross
surface area of 100 square feet and may not exceed 12.5 feet in height as measure in section 117 -
463(c) of this section.

(3) Service bay identification signs. Service bay identification signs providing direction or instruction to
persons using the facility and containing no advertising material of any kind shall be subject to the
following:

a. All service bay identification signs shall be wall signs.

b. There shall not be more than one service bay identification sign for each service bay located on
the parcel.

c. A service bay identification sign may be located on the outermost wall of any principal building
adjacent to a service bay entrance.

d. A service bay identification sign shall not project higher than the parapet line of the wall to which
the sign is to be affixed.

(4) Fuel pump island identification sign. Fuel pump island identification signs indicating the type of service
offered; the price of gasoline; and other relevant information, within reason, pertaining to the facility;
or direction to persons using the facility shall be subject to the following: The gross surface area of a
service island identification sign shall be counted against the maximum allowable sign area for the
subject parcel.

(5) Menu board. Menu board for drive-up or walk-up lane of a drive-in business are allowed up to a
maximum of 50 square feet of total signage. Menu boards are allowed a message on one side only and
cannot contain an advertising message.

(6) Directional signs.
a. Directional or instructional signs are permitted in accordance with section 117-463(l).

b. Parking lot directional signs designating parking area entrances and exits are limited to one sign
for each entrance and/or exit and shall not exceed four square feet for each exposed face.
Parking lot directional signs shall not project higher than five feet in height, as measured from the
established grade of the parking area to which such signs are accessory.

c. Parking lot instructional signs designating the conditions of use or identifying parking areas shall
not exceed eight square feet and shall not project higher than ten feet in height for wall signs and
seven feet in height for ground signs, as measured from the established grade of the parking area
to which such signs are accessory.

d. Window signs are restricted to 30 percent of the area of the window in which the sign is to be
displayed.
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(b)

(c)

Shopping center signs. In accordance with section 117-54, the developer shall submit a sign plan for
approval, drawn to scale with elevations, at the time application is made for site plan approval. The sign plan
shall include but not be limited to the following information: number of signs, type of signs, sign sizes, type
of construction materials, sign messages, and proposed sign locations.

Permitted freestanding signs under previous section 117-519(a) (business use signs), and located within the
Highway 10 Signage Overlay District as defined by this section and not further regulated by the Mississippi
River Corridor Critical Area Overlay District, shall be allowed to a height of not more than 75 feet and an area
of not greater than 150 square feet (for a single-user sign) or 300 square feet (for a multi-user sign). Signs
permitted under this section shall have a monument style base constructed of materials that are consistent
with the principal building to a minimum height of six feet.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.08; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008; Ord. No. 10-11, § 2, 7-27-2010; Ord. No. 13-15, § 2, 8-27-2013; Ord. No. 22-20, § 3, 7-
26-2022)

Sec. 117-520. E-1 and E-2 Employment Districts.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Wall, canopy or marquee sign. Total sign area may not exceed 15 percent of the front building facade. Sign
height shall not exceed the top of the parapet wall or, if no parapet wall, sign height shall not exceed the
height of the eaves. A wall, canopy or marquee sign may be located on the outermost wall of any principal
building but shall not project more than 16 inches from the wall to which the sign is to be affixed. Where a
principal building is devoted to two or more permitted uses, the operator of each such use may install a wall
sign upon his proportionate share of the building wall to which the sign is to be affixed. The maximum gross
surface area of each such wall sign shall be determined by calculating the proportionate share of the area of
the building wall, including doors and windows to which the sign is to be affixed and applying such
proportion to the total permitted wall sign aggregate gross surface area for the building. The gross surface
area of a wall sign may be increased by ten percent if such wall sign:

(1) Consists only of individual, outlined alphabetic, numeric, and/or symbolic characters without
background except provided by the building surface to which the sign is to be affixed; and

(2) Any illumination, if any, is achieved through shielded illumination, shielded silhouette lighting, or
shielded spot lighting but not any lighting where the light source is visible or exposed on the face or
sides of the characters.

Ground signs. There shall not be more than one ground sign for each parcel or per road frontage on parcels
with more than one road frontage, not to exceed an aggregate of two ground signs. The gross surface area of
a ground sign shall not exceed 100 square feet for each exposed face nor exceed an aggregate gross surface
area of 200 square feet. For parcels qualifying for two ground signs, the second ground sign shall not exceed
50 square feet for each exposed face nor exceed an aggregate gross surface area of 100 square feet and may
not exceed 12.5 feet in height as measured in section 117-463(c) of this section.

Directional signs.
(1) Directional or instructional signs are permitted in accordance with section 117-463(l).

(2) Parking lot directional signs designating parking area entrances and exits are limited to one sign for
each entrance and/or exit and shall not exceed four square feet for each exposed face. Parking lot
directional signs shall not project higher than five feet in height, as measured from the established
grade of the parking area to which such signs are accessory.

(3) Parking lot instructional signs designating the conditions of use or identification of parking areas shall
not exceed eight square feet and shall not project higher than ten feet in height for wall signs and
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seven feet in height for ground signs, as measured from the established grade of the parking area to
which such signs are accessory.

(d)  Window signs. Window signs shall not exceed 30 percent of the area of the window in which the sign is
proposed to be displayed.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.09; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008; Ord. No. 17-01, § 2, 1-10-2017)

Sec. 117-521. Business and industrial park signs.

(a)  Park identification signs. Industrial or business park signs shall be permitted to contain the following
information: the name and address of the park, the management or the developer thereof, and the names of
the individual businesses located within said park. Park identification signs shall contain no advertising
material of any kind, and shall be subject to the following:

(1) Allindustrial and business park signs shall be ground or wall signs.

(2) There shall not be more than one industrial or business park sign for each point of vehicular access to
an office or industrial park.

(3) The gross surface area of an industrial or business park sign shall not exceed 100 square feetin gross
surface area for each exposed face nor exceed an aggregate gross surface area of 200 square feet.

(4) A ground industrial or business park sign shall not project higher than ten feet, as measured from base
of sign or grade of the nearest adjacent roadway, whichever is higher.

(b)  Park member identification signs.

(1) There shall not be more than one wall sign for each principal building or tenant or use within a
building, except where the building abuts two or more streets, additional such signs, one oriented to
each abutting street, shall be permitted.

(2) There shall not be more than one ground sign for each principal building.

(3) The gross surface area of a wall sign shall not exceed 15 percent of the occupant's proportionate share
of the building wall to which the sign is to be affixed. A wall sign shall not project higher than the
parapet line of the wall to which the sign is to be affixed.

(4) The gross surface area of a ground sign shall not exceed 100 square feet for each exposed face nor
exceed an aggregate gross surface area of 200 square feet.

(5) A ground sign shall not project higher than ten feet, as measured from base of sign or grade of the
nearest adjacent roadway, whichever is higher.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.10; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Sec. 117-522. Construction specifications.

(a) All signs permitted by this division in excess of 16 square feet shall be painted, lettered, or faced to the
workmanship standards and best commercial practices of companies normally engaged in the business of
providing commercial signs, using materials designed and marketed specifically for use on outdoor signs.
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

In addition to complying with the provisions of this division, all signs shall be constructed in accordance with
the applicable provisions of the 1991 Edition of the Uniform Sign Code and State Electrical Code and as

subsequently amended.

All signs shall be located in such a way that they maintain horizontal and vertical clearance of all electrical
power lines and communication lines.

All signs and their supporting structures shall maintain clearance and non-interference with all surface and
underground facilities and conduits for water, sewage, gas, electricity, or communications equipment or
lines. In addition, the placement of all signs and their supporting structures shall not interfere with natural or
artificial drainage or surface or underground water.

All signs, except those attached flat against the wall of a building, shall be constructed to withstand minimum
wind loads as follows:

(1) Solid signs: 30 pounds per square foot per face of the sign.

(2) Open signs: 36 pounds per square foot of the total face area of the letters and other sign surfaces, or
ten pounds per square foot of the gross surface area of the sign, whichever is greater.

(Code 1978, § 9.12.12; Ord. No. 94-02, 2-28-1994; Ord. No. 03-31, 9-15-2003; Ord. No. 08-07, § 2, 2-12-2008; Ord.
No. 08-25, § 2, 8-12-2008)

Secs. 117-523—117-554. Reserved.
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