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CC Work Session

Meeting Date: 10/14/2025

Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Enhance City’s communication through transparency and accountability.
Information

Title:

Review Proposed Parking Restrictions on One Side of Public Streets in Village of Sunfish Lake

Purpose/Background:

Purpose:
Review Proposed Parking Restrictions on One Side of Public Streets in the Village of Sunfish Lake.

Background:

On April 22, 2003, the Ramsey City Council adopted Resolution #03-04-095 approving the final plat for the
Village of Sunfish Lake residential development. Attached is a copy of the adopted resolution that includes a
contingency to comply with the City Staff Review Letter dated April 18, 2003, which specifies required parking
restrictions on one side of all 28-foot-wide public streets, on both sides of the 20-foot-wide public street
surrounding the green space west of Radium Street, and on both sides of all 24-foot-wide private streets. Copies
of the City Staff Review Letter and an excerpt from the February 18, 2003, Public Works Committee meeting
minutes addressing this topic are included in the attachment.

As a reminder, the median islands were removed from Radium Street this summer as part of the 2025
Neighborhood Pavement Overlay Improvements project so parking is no longer restricted along this street.

A resident of this neighborhood contacted staff this Spring to request on-street parking restrictions. Staff then
researched this topic and found the attached documentation. At that time, staff from several departments met to
discuss the benefits of installing no-parking signs along the public streets in this development, which included
improving access, response times and operational efficiencies for emergency responders and public works
operations, improving access to mailboxes for mail carriers, and improving sight lines for drivers and pedestrians.

Staff then formulated a plan to restrict parking on one or both sides of the public streets throughout the Village of
Sunfish Lake development per previous City Council approval and as shown on the attached figure (red lines
denote the side of the street where parking is proposed to be prohibited).

On September 16, 2025, Staff discussed the plan to install no-parking signs on public streets in the Village of
Sunfish Lake development with the Public Works Committee, and to mail letters to residents informing them of
this plan. Staff received confirmation from the Committee that letters should be mailed to all residents in the
development. Attached is a copy of the letter with the attached figure enclosed that was mailed to residents on
September 24, 2025.

Since the letters were mailed, several residents contacted staff to voice the following concerns with the plan to
restrict parking in this development.

¢ A lack of available on-street parking already exists in the neighborhood, which is especially problematic on
holidays and when vendors arrive to provide services.

e Many homeowners have multiple vehicles that cannot all fit in driveways and garages overnight, primarily
due to the HOA’s outdoor storage restrictions and numerous families having older children at home that
drive.

o Vehicles cannot park two-deep in driveways without blocking sidewalks, which impedes pedestrians and
snow removal operations.



o The green space within the loop street west of Radium Street is used by many residents as a local Park, so
restricting parking on both sides of this street will force people to park in front of homes a distance away,
removing available on-street parking spaces for those property owners and their guests.

Staff had planned to call Gopher State One Call on October 9th to ensure utility locators would not begin painting
marks on the ground to identify the locations of electric, gas, telecommunications, sewer, and water utility lines
until well after all residents had received and reviewed the letter. Public Works crews then planned to start
installing sign bases the week of October 13th, with the installation of posts with no-parking signs occurring
immediately after.

The Ramsey Police Department then planned to begin enforcing the no-parking signs by issuing written warnings
and/or parking citations due to improper parking. When no-parking locations change, Ramsey Police Officers use
discretion when enforcing parking violations. In this instance, education through written warnings was planned
for a period of 30 days, though citations may have been issued sooner to repeat offenders or as needed to keep the
streets clear for emergencies and/or snow removal operations.

It is important to remember that throughout the year parking on either side of any city street is not permitted
between 2:00 and 6:00 am. From 2018 to today, Ramsey Police issued 55 citations to vehicles parked on city
streets overnight in the Village of Sunfish Lake, and of those citations, approximately half were warnings only.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:

Timeframe:
Staff anticipates up to 20 minutes may be required to present and discuss this case, respond to questions, and
receive consensus direction.

Observations:

The Riverstone North and Riverstone South residential developments both have 28-foot-wide public streets and
all these streets have signs restricting parking on one side of the street for the same reasons as noted earlier. The
parking restrictions on these streets appear to be working well so staff reviewed the signing on these streets and
followed the same design guidelines when formulating the signing plan for the Village of Sunfish Lake.

Alternatives:
Alternative #1:

Provide consensus direction to staff to continue with the plan as proposed in the letter mailed to residents on
September 24, 2025.

Alternative #2:
Provide consensus direction to staff to install parking restriction signs as follows;

Alternative #3:
Provide consensus direction to staff to not install signs and to mail letters to residents to inform them that parking
restriction signs will not be installed.

Funding Source:

Sign fabrication materials have already been purchased but these materials can be used to fabricate signs for use
on other city streets.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends proceeding with the plan outlined in the attached letter.

Outcome/Action:

Based on discussions.
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Councilmember Cook introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption:
RESOLUTION #03-04-095

RESOLUTION GRANTING FINAL PLAT APPROVAL TO VILLAGE OF SUNFISH
LAKT. SUBDIVISION.

WHEREAS, LTR Land Development, LLC, hereafter referred to as “Developer”,
properly applied for preliminary plat approval of the following described property located in the
City of Ramsey:

That part of Government Lot 3 in Section 26, Township 32, Range 25, Anoka
County, Minnesota, lying northerly of the plats of Chestnut Hill 4™ Addition and
Chestnut Hill 5" Addition, and southerly of the plat of Sunfish Lake Estates.

And that part of Government Lot 2 in Section 26, Township 32, Range 25, Anoka
County, Minnesota, lying southerly and southeasterly of the following described line:

Beginning at the point of intersection of the east line of said Government Lot 2 with
the center line of Sunwood Drive NW per Document No. 1226775, as recorded at the
Anoka County Recorder’s Office; thence westerly along said center line to the
intersection with the easterly extension of the north line of Sunfish Lake Estates,
according to the recorded plat thereof, Anoka County, Minnesota; thence westerly
along said northerly line extended to the most easterly corner of said Sunfish Lake
Iistates; thence southwesterly along the easterly line of said Sunfish Lake Estates to
the south line of said Government Lot 2 and there terminating,

- or upon recording -

lots 1-14, Block 1, Lots 1-13, Block 2 , Lots 1-14, Block 3, and Outlots A, B, C, D, E, F,
G, H,1,J, K, L, and M., Village of Sunfish Lake , Anoka County, Minnesota.

(Subject Property); and

WHEREAS, on December 6, 2003, the City of Ramsey received an application and
sketeh plan for Village of Sunfish Lake from LTR Land Development, LLC; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the sketch plan on January 2, 2003 and
rccommended proceeding to the preliminary plat stage; and

WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed the sketch plan at a City Council - work session
on January 21, 2003; and

WHEREAS, on January 6, 2003, the City received an application and preliminary plat
for Village of Sunfish Lake from LTR Land Development, LL.C and;



WHERIAS, on February 6, 2003, the Ramsey Planning Commission conducted a public
hearing regarding the proposed preliminary plat for Village of Sunfish Lake and recommended
City Council approval of same contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review Letter
datcd November 1, 2002 and certain other conditions; and

WHERIAS, on February 25, 2003, the Ramsey City Council reviewed and approved the
proposed preliminary plat Lake contingent on compliance with City staff review letter dated
January 31, 2003, revised February 21, 2003, rezoning the land to the PUD, 146" Avenue be
connccted, the southern trail being eliminated, staff working with the developer on identifying
possible trees to be relocated, drainage issues being addressed, a sidewalk along 145™ Lane being
constructed in lieu of the backyard trail on the southern portion of the property, and trees being
protected from oak wilt, and

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2003, the Developer submitted final plat and construction
plans for the Village of Sunfish Lake.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
RAMSEY, ANOKA COUNTY , STATE OF MINNESOTA, as follows:

That the Ramsey City Council hereby grants final plat approval to Village of Sunfish Lake in
accordance with relevant City Codes contingent upon compliance with the City Staff Review
Letter dated April 18, 2003, the City rezoning the Subject Property to Planned Unit
Development, and the Developer entering into a Development Agreement with the City.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember
Pearson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:

Mayor Gamec
Councilmember Cook
Councilmember Pearson
Councilmember Elvig
Councilmember Strommen
Councilmember Zimmerman

and the following voted against the same:
None

and the following abstained:
Councilmember Kurak

and the following were absent:

None

RESOLUTION #03-04-095
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whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted by the Ramsey City Council
this 22" day of April, 2003.

Mayor
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April 18, 2003

Joseph P. Gisch

LTR Land Development, LL.C
2145 Woodlane Dr., Suite 100
Woodbury, MN 55125

Re: Final Plat Review: The Village of Sunfish Lake

Dear Joseph:

We are in receipt of your final plat to develop a plat of single-family and association maintained
residential lots in Ramsey. The Final Plat consists of 5 sheets, prepared by Loucks McLagan
Associates, entitled Village of Sunfish Lake, and 26 pages of construction plans prepared by
Loucks McLagan Associates, dated March 18, 2003 and March 24, 2003.We offer the following
comments:

1.

General: The subject property is approximately 29.07 acres in size and is generally along
Sunwood Dr. between Potassium St. and 145" Ave. NW. You are proposing to construct a
total of 115 housing units with 79 proposed to be single family lots and 36 as association
maintained cottages. The final plat submitted shows the first phase of the development shows
27 single-family units and 14 cottages.

Zoning: The subject property is zoned R-1 and you are requesting rezoning to a PUD. The
City Council will be considering final approval of the zoning the subject property to PUD at
its April 22, 2003 meeting.

Streets: The final plat correctly shows street connections at 146™ Ave. and Tungsten Way.
The final plat shows right-of-way widths as approved by the City Council on February 25,
2003. The street construction plans shows the correct widths of the streets as approved by
the Ramsey City Council on February 25, 2003. The approved road widths are as follows:

All public streets shall be 28 feet wide as measured from back of curb to back of curb and shall
have parking restricted to one side of the street.

The one-way streets around the center green shall be 20 feet wide from back of curb to back of
curb and will not allow any on-street parking.

The one-way streets on the main north-south road spine entering from Sunwood Dr. shall be 16
feet wide from back of curb to back of curb and will not allow any on-street parking.

The one-way private streets in the cottage area shall be 18 feet from back of curb to back of curb
with parking only allowed in the designated pull-off parking nodes.

The two-way private streets in the cottage area shall be 24 feet wide from back of curb to back of
curb and will not allow any on-street parking.



Final Plat: The Village of Sunfish Lake
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4. Lot Size and Dimensions: As part of the preliminary plat and PUD approval, the City
Council approved lot sizes smaller than the required 10,800 square feet in size. The final plat
shows single-family homes being located on lots ranging from 5,460 to 8,500 square feet
consistent with the approved preliminary plat.

5. Construction Plans for the Sewer, Water, and Streets: A set of construction plans have
been submitted and reviewed by City Staff. A letter requesting modifications to the
construction plans was sent to the Developer on April 4, 2003. The most significant
comments focused on drainage and utility easements running between lots in two locations.
A ten-foot easement was proposed by the Developer, whereas Staff is requiring a minimum
easement width of 20 feet. Revised construction plans have not been received by the City at
the time this final plat case. It should be noted that correcting the plans in accordance with
the comments contained in the April 4, 2003 letter may alter the configuration of the
development’s infrastructure. Staff will be continuing to work on these issues with the
Developer and will give an update on these matters at the City Council meeting.

6. LRRWMO Permit: A permit was issued by the Lower Rum River Watershed Management
Organization on Thursday, April 17, 2003 for this project. The permit requires that
documentation be submitted to show that the reduction in the drainage area of the eastern
wetland will not affect its hydrology.

7. Tree Preservation: An effort is being made to preserve some of the significant trees along
both the eastern and southern boundaries and will result in a reduction of the required
landscape planting as discussed above. In addition to the aforementioned trees being
preserved, there are roughly twenty-five (25) additional oaks that are being preserved along
Sunwood Drive.

Above and beyond the trees that are slated for preservation, there is tremendous potential to
preserve a number of young red and white oaks by relocating them with a tree spade. Prior
to grading, on site inspections with City Staff to identify possible candidates for relocation
will need to take place. Either way, they would certainly bolster the buffering between the
existing homes and the new lots. Furthermore, these trees are already accustomed to the
site/soil and should recover rather well if properly maintained during and after the
transplanting.

An ideal location for some of these trees to be transplanted to would be in the southwestern
corner of the development. In this area, around the drainage ponds, the plantings are rather
sparse. Thus, relocating some of the young oaks to this area would provide some additional
landscaping as well as more buffering for the existing single-family houses.

The City Council will be meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 22, 2003 at the Ramsey Fire
Station No. 2, 15050 Armstrong Blvd. NW, to review your final plat. A copy of the case cover
sheet is enclosed. If you have any questions or need additional information, please don’t hesitate
to call us.
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Respectfully,

CITY OF RAMSEY

Patrick Trudgeon, AICP
Principal Planner

ce: Todd Bjerstedt
Todd Allen Homes
545 Eben Court
Stillwater, MN 55082

Steve Jankowski
City Engineer

Chet Harrison

Loucks Associates

7200 Hemlock Lane, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55369



PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
CITY OF RAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OF MINNESOTA

The Ramsey Public Works Committee conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, February 18,
2003 at the Ramsey Fire Station Number I, 15050 Armstrong Boulevard NW, Ramsey,
Minnesota.

Members Present: Mayor Thomas Gamec
Councilmember Todd Cook
Councilmember David Elvig
Councilmember Patti Kurak
Councilmember Al Pearson
Councilmember Sara Strommen
Councilmember Gerald Zimmerman

Also Present: City Administrator James E. Norman
Director of Public Works/Fire Chief Dean Kapler
Principal City Engineer Brian Olson
City Engineer Steve Jankowski
Principal Planner Patrick Trudgeon
Street Supervisor Grant Reimer

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gamec called the regular meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:44 p.m.
CITIZEN INPUT

None.

APPROVE AGENDA

Principal City Engineer Olson stated that he wanted to update the C ommittee on the NPDES
permit under Committee/Staff input.

COMMITTEE BUSINESS
Case #1: Consider Street Widths in New Subdivisions
City Engineer Jankowski stated that The Village of Sunfish Lake Planned Unit Development

(PUD) has proposed street widths, which fall below the City’s residential street standards.
Discussion of this proposal should begin with a review of the rational behind the City’s current

Public Works Committee/February 18, 2003
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width s tandards. I deally, an urban residential street might provide space for parking on both
sides and through traffic in both directions. A typical traffic through lane is generally designed to
be 12 feet wide. On street parking lanes varies between 6 to 9 feet. A diagram was presented
indicating an ideal cross-section for a residential City street and illustrated a requirement of 42
feet from back of curb to back of curb. Realizing that the ideal section illustrated in Figure A
does have adverse environmental and social impacts, the current City standard has sealed back
the width demands from this idealized section. They compared that illustration to the current
City standards, Reducing three feet from the travel lanes and two feet from the parking lanes is a
significant compression over that of the idealized street section. This standard functions
satisfactorily because of the fact that parking on both sides of the street is a relatively infrequent
event, and free parking lanes give flexibility to the street use. With the proposal by the developer
to prohibit parking on one side of each residential street, Staff would be supportive of reducing
the street section to 28 feet wide. The difference from current City sections is the elimination of
a six-foot parking lane, and an increase in one foot in each traffic lane. The increase in travel
lane width is deemed necessary to compensate for the loss of flexibility provided by the second
parking lane. During winter months snow is plowed only to the gutter line. Furthermore during
snowy periods, high snow banks result in the loss of up to several feet along the pavement edge
and vehicles tend to park farther into the street to allow passengers to exit the vehicle. These
conditions were observed to some degree during the recent bus trip to Liberty on the Lake in
Stillwater. The developer is also proposing to have one-way streets with parking restricted on
both sides. This will occur in two locations, on the main entry street and on the eastern street
with a large green space separating northbound and southbound traffic. Since all additional lanes
have been eliminated, there is no flexibility left in the roadway section. Careful consideration
must be given for emergency situations, including snow, disabled vehicles, road repairs, etc.
Staff supports a road width of 20 feet, which provides a six-foot area for emergencies. It was
noted that all of the sections shown illustrates the use of surmountable curb, which extends one
foot beyond the flow line of the gutter. The recommended street section may be further reduced
by using straight-back curb in place of surmountable. Since the width of the curb back is six
inches for straight-back curb, a one-half foot reduction may take for each curb line replaced with
straight-back curb. Staff recommended that the following street reductions be allowed in the
Village of Sunfish Lake subdivision. A) two-way streets with parking restricted on one side, 28
feet and B) one way street with parking restricted on one side, 20 feet.

Councilmember Kurak inquired if they had addressed the turning radiuses.

Principal City Engineer Olson replied that the radiuses should be increased up to 25 to 30 feet
with the narrow streets.

Councilmember Kurak inquired as to the two different types of curbs that could be used.
City Engineer Jankowski explained that the advantage of a surmountable curb is that driveways

don’t need to be identified when the curb is installed, but a straight back curb is generally a better
curb because it holds more water, but it has to be cut out for driveways.

Public Works Committee/February 18, 2003
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Mayor Gamec inquired if the Council were to agree with the street changes for the Village of
Sunfish Lake development would the narrower streets be permitted for future developments.

Principal City Engineer Olson noted that this is the first time that the City has considered
narrowing the streets with parking restrictions being the consideration for doing so.

Mayor Gamec inquired if what was being proposed for street widths was feasible for staff,
City Engineer Jankowski replied yes.

Director of Public Works/Fire Chief Kapler stated that the key is the parking restriction.
Mayor Gamec inquired if there would be an easement or boulevard beyond the curb.

City Engineer Jankowski replied that at this point they are talking about roadway, but they could
be flexible on right of way on a case-by-case basis.

Mayor Gamec stated that if there is no easement or right of way the City would probably be
replacing numerous sprinkling systems that would be damaged by snow plows.

Councilmember Cook felt that the right of way should be proportionate to the road width.
Principal City Engineer Olson stated that there is usually a 10-foot drainage easement that can be
used to accommodate some snow storage but City would not be able to dictate to people that they
would not have to fix sprinkling systems. The nice thing with the Village of Sunfish Lake
development is the association would be responsible for those repairs.

Mayor Gamec replied that his concern is that the association would require the City to fix it.

Principal City Engineer Olson pointed out that the right of way for the Village of Sunfish Lake
development is being proposed at 50 to 60 feet.

Councilmember Elvig inquired if the City currently had an ordinance identifying who maintains
the boulevard between the sidewalk and the road.

City Administrator Norman replied that the boulevard is maintained by the property owner.

Councilmember Kurak suggested that a snow easement be placed a portion of the property to put
the property owner on notice that snow storage would occur in that area.

Councilmember Cook recommended that language be added in the development agreement that
states that sprinkler heads cannot be placed within the easement.

Councilmember Zimmerman stated that he could agree with p ermitting a n arrower streetin a
Planned Unit Development (PUD) at four units per acre, but at three units acre he felt that they

Public Works Committee/February 18, 2003
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7550 Sunwood Drive NW e Ramsey, MN 55303
City Hall: 763.427.1410 e Fax: 763.427.5543

www.cityoframsey.com

September 23, 2025

Dear Village of Sunfish Lake Resident,

First, | want to extend my appreciation for your patience this summer while work was being completed
on the streets in your neighborhood. | understand construction can be inconvenient and messy, but |
am hopeful you found the end result to be worth the inconvenience and the wait.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that by request of many of your neighbors, your mail carrier,
and the City’s first-responders and snowplow drivers, parking will soon be restricted to one side of most
public streets in the Village of Sunfish Lake, and will be prohibited on both sides around the community
amenity space on the East end of 146" Lane. Enclosed is a figure showing the sides of streets where no-
parking zones will be implemented using no-parking signs (see red lines). These parking restrictions are
needed since these streets are narrower than typical residential city streets. Parking will be allowed on
both sides of Radium Street since this street is wider now that the median island has been removed.

Utility locators will soon start painting marks on the ground to identify the locations of electric, gas,
telecommunications, sewer, and water utility lines. City Public Works crews will then install sign bases,
followed by posts with no-parking signs. Once no-parking signs are installed per City Ordinance 54-33,
the Ramsey Police Department can begin enforcing the signs by issuing written warnings and/or parking
citations due to improper parking. When no-parking locations change, Ramsey Police Officers use
discretion when enforcing parking violations. In this instance, education through written warnings will
be enlisted for 30 days, though citations may be issued sooner to repeat offenders or as needed to keep
the streets clear for emergencies and/or snow removal operations. Additionally, it should be noted that
per Ramsey City Ordinance 54-38(b), parking on either side of any city street is not permitted between
2:00 and 6:00 am.

These parking restrictions will ensure uninterrupted mail service, allow for faster response times by first-
responders, improve driver visibility and pedestrian safety, and allow for more efficient and thorough
plowing and sweeping of streets. Please remember, overnight parking is prohibited on all City streets
year-round. Feel free to contact me at 763-433-9825 or bwestby@cityoframsey.com with any questions
regarding this letter.

Sincerely,

B W

Bruce Westby, City Engineer/Public Works Director

Enclosure: No Parking Zones Figure

It is our mission to work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective and efficient
government services.
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