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CITY COUNCIL
CITYOFRAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OFMINNESOTA

TheRamsey CityCouncil conducted aregular meeting onTuesday, March 11, 2025, attheRamsey
Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood DriveNW, Ramsey, Minnesota.  

Members Present: Mayor Ryan Heineman
Councilmember Kirsten Buscher
Councilmember Michael Olson
Councilmember EricPeters
Councilmember ChrisRiley
Councilmember DanSpecht
Councilmember Shanna Stewart

Members Absent: None

AlsoPresent:  CityAdministrator Brian Hagen
Planning Manager Todd Larson
Assistant CityEngineer JoeFeriancek
CityAttorney FritzKnaak

1. CALL TOORDER

Mayor Heineman called theregular meeting oftheRamsey CityCouncil toorderat7:00p.m.,  
followed bythePledge ofAllegiance ledbyMayor Heineman.  

2. PRESENTATION

None.   

3. CITIZEN INPUT

Debra Musgrove, 15247 Fluorine Street, came forward andshared thatshehasthree itemsshe
would liketodiscuss withtheCouncil thisevening, therepackaging oftheMissing Middle
Housing legislation from2024, cost-sharing with theCounty andState, andpreserving parksand
infrastructure. Sheexplained that theMissing Middle Housing legislation failed in2024; however,  
itisbeing brought back thisyear intheformofseven bills, thefirstbeing House File1987and
Senate File2229. Shenoted that these billswould permit atleast twounitsonanysingle-family
zoned lotandallow accessory dwellings. Sheadded thatitwould limitminimum-sized lottoan
eighth ofanacreforduplexes andsingle-family homes, prohibit minimum-sized lotsfor
townhouses larger than1,500square feet, allow atleast80% lotcoverage andrestrict floorand
ratiosetbacks, prohibit minimum parking requirements foranydevelopment, andrequire an
administrative approval process forresidential developments withnomore thanapublic meeting,  
notapublic hearing. Shesaidmore information canbefound ontheLeague ofMinnesota Cities
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website. Shenoted that thesame government thatisrotwithwaste, fraud, andoverspending is
nowgaslighting thecitieswith legislation named the Minnesota NewStarter Home Act, and
others. Shesaid these legislations allsound good, butduetooverspending andovertaxing, these
billsdonotmean much. Shestated shedoes notwant toseezoning regulations taken away from
those whohavebeenelected attheCity leveltorepresent theCity. Sheexplained that theCouncil
heldaSpecial Meeting lastyearwhere theytoldtherepresentatives totheGovernor that theydid
notwant thelocal zoning authority taken fromtheCouncil. Sheadded that theGovernor hasalso
stated thathewants tosave $400,000,000,000over thenext fouryearsbycost-sharing with the
counties. Sheshared thatshespoke toanAnoka County Commissioner whoexpressed concerns
about thecosts andissues thiswillbring to county budgets. Shesaiditisproposed tobea5%  
increase ontopofany other increases. Shenoted these areunfunded mandates. Sheasked how
people would beabletoafford ahome withsuch large taxincreases. Shenoted thattheCouncil
willbebeginning budget discussions soonandshewould like themtobeaware ofwhat is
happening attheState level sotheCouncil canmakeadecision oniftheywanttovoice their
opinion against these issues. Sheadded thatshewould also liketodiscuss fireprevention. She
shared thatshewaswalking inoneoftheCity’sparks andshenoticed that thewoodland area was
notcleaned. Shenoted thatithasbeenaproblem across thecountry where underbrush hadnot
been taken careofandthedangers ofwildfire duetothis.   

Councilmember Specht asked which parkshenoticed thisunderbrush in.   

Ms. Musgrove saidshesawitinElmcrest andAlpine Park.   

Councilmember Rileyshared thathehadalready discussed thebillsmentioned byMs. Musgrove
withCityAdministrator Hagen andtheywillbeadded tothelegislative updates.   

4. APPROVE AGENDA

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Olson, toapprove theagenda as
presented.   

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Heineman, Councilmembers Riley, Olson, Buscher, Peters,  
Specht, andStewart.  Voting No: None.  

5. APPROVE MINUTES

Motion byCouncilmember Peters, seconded byCouncilmember Stewart, toapprove thefollowing
meeting minutes:   

5.01: CityCouncil Work Session dated, February 25, 2025
5.02: CityCouncil Regular Session dated, February 25, 2025

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Heineman, Councilmembers Peters, Stewart, Buscher, Olson,  
Riley, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  
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6. CONSENT AGENDA

Motion byCouncilmember Stewart, seconded byCouncilmember Olson, toapprove thefollowing
itemsontheConsent Agenda:  

6.01: Receive January 2025 Financial Reports - General Fund, EDAandEnterprise Funds
6.02: Receive Cash andInvestments forPeriod Ending February 28, 2025
6.03: Approve Business License Applications.  
6.04: Adopt Resolution #25-056toUpdate theNon-Union Post-Employment Healthcare

Savings Plan
6.05: Adopt Resolution #25-059Approving Cash Disbursements Made andAuthorizing

Payment ofAccounts Payable Invoicing Received During thePeriodofFebruary 20, 2025
through March 5, 2025.  

6.06: Adopt Resolution #25-051, Approving aDevelopment Agreement forVoiceofHope
Church at15620 Armstrong BlvdNW

6.07: Adopt Resolution #25-052, Approving aFinal PlatandDevelopment Agreement for
Waterfront Village 2ndAddition

6.08: Adopt Resolution #25-053Approving theDevelopment Agreement forEmerald Estates,  
Located on181st Avenue West ofXenolith Street (Project No. 24-123); CaseofAlan &  
JoniGreenwaldt

6.09: Adopt Resolution #25-057Approving theTransfer ofExcess General Fund Revenues to
theEquipment Revolving Fund, Facilities Construction Fund, Capital Maintenance Fund
andPublic Improvement Revolving (PIR) Fund.  

6:10: Adopt Resolution #25-058Approving Time Extensions forPreliminary PlatandSitePlan
Review ofHaviland Fields.  

6:11: Adopt Resolution #25-060Approving Premise Permit forAnoka Area IceArena for
Lawful Gambling atAurelio'sPizza

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Heineman, Councilmembers Stewart, Olson, Buscher, Peters,  
Riley, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

7. PUBLIC HEARING

None.  

8. COUNCIL BUSINESS

8.01: Introduce Ordinance #25-04Northstar Truck & RVParking - Rezoning andSitePlan
Review - 15861 Jarvis St. NW

Planning Manager Larson reviewed theStaff report inregard totherezoning andsiteplan review
forNorthstar Truck & RVParking. Heshared thePlanning Commission’srecommendation of
approval.   
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Nikolya Vladyka, theapplicant, came forward andthanked Staff forworking hardonthisproject
withhim. Henoted that this isaveryunique property, andtheywanttomake everyone happy and
comply withcode.   

Councilmember Peters asked ifanyvehicles holding hazardous waste willbeallowed tobeparked
onthisproperty.   

Planning Manager Larson saidtheyhadnotgone intomuch detail about what typesoftrucks are
allowed andthey leftitbroaderattheapplicant'srequest. Headded that theapplicant hadrequested
topark rollover dumpsters ontheproperty; however, Staffdidnotwant toallow this.   

Councilmember Specht noted thatthis isagreat alternative fortheapplicant tohaveabusiness
where these large trucks canbeparked since there aredifferent regulations around parking onthe
roads.   

Councilmember Riley asked what isbenefiting theCity inthissituation.   

Planning Manager Larson said theyaregetting abusiness intheCityoutofthissituation. Headded
that theapplicant hasdonealottocleanupthisproperty.   

Mayor Heineman asked ifthereareanyconcerns with these semi-trucks being able topulloutof
thisproperty onto theroad.   

Planning Manager Larson shared that there isplenty ofroomforthese vehicles tomaneuver asthe
railroad isafewhundred feetaway fromwhere theproposed gatewillbe.   

Councilmember Stewart asked whatwould happen ifthisproperty were tobesoldtoadifferent
owner.   

Planning Manager Larson explained thatiftheparcels weresoldseparately, theywould revert
back toeachcity’sregulations.   

Councilmember Stewart asked ifsomeone elsepurchased theproperty andwanted touseitfora
parking business iftheywould beallowed todoso.   

Planning Manager Larson saidthenewowner would havetobringanewapplication tothe
Council.   

Councilmember Buscher asked whatwould happen iftheparcels weresoldtogether.   

Planning Manager Larson explained that thelanduseapprovals staywith theland andnot the
property owner. Hesaidiftherewasanewbuyer whobought bothparcels then theywould just
needtogetthepermit changed over totheirname.   

Motion byCouncilmember Stewart, seconded byCouncilmember Olson, tointroduce Ordinance
25-04Rezoning Property FromI-1toPUDat15861 Jarvis Street Northwest.  
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Further Discussion:   

Councilmember Riley shared thathewillnotbesupporting thisasthis isauserwhoalready hasa
history ofnotfollowing therulesofwhat isandisnotallowed. Hestated hethinks theywillend
upwithmore problems inthefuture.   

Councilmember Peters saidhewillalsonotbesupporting thisasithasbeenapast enforcement
issue, andhedoesnotseethisbeing apositive experience fortheCity.   

Arollcallvotewasperformed:  

Councilmember Buscher nay
Councilmember Riley nay
Councilmember Stewart aye
Councilmember Olson aye
Councilmember Specht aye
Councilmember Peters nay
Mayor Heineman aye

Motion carried.  

8.02: Introduce Ordinance #25-05: Code Amendments toChapters 2, 10, 26, 105, 106, and
109

Planning Manager Larson reviewed theStaff report concerning thecode amendments toChapters
2, 10, 26, 105, 106, and109ofCityCode. Heshared thePlanning Commission’ srecommendation
ofapproval.   

Councilmember Specht thanked Staff for theirhardworkonupdating thecode.   

Motion byCouncilmember Peters, seconded byCouncilmember Olson, tointroduce Ordinance
25-05Amending Chapters 2, 10, 26, 105, 106, and109ofCityCode

Arollcallvotewasperformed:  

Councilmember Buscher aye
Councilmember Riley aye
Councilmember Stewart aye
Councilmember Olson aye
Councilmember Specht aye
Councilmember Peters aye
Mayor Heineman aye

Motion carried.  
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8.03: Adopt Resolution #25-054Accepting BidsandAwarding Contract for2025Crack
Seal Improvements, Improvement Project #25-09

Assistant CityEngineer Feriancek reviewed theStaff report inregard toaccepting bidsand
awarding acontract forthe2025 crack seal improvements. Heshared that thelowbidcamefrom
FlowSeal Surface Maintenance ofElkRiver, intheamount of $154,749.49.   

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Olson, toadopt Resolution #25- 
054accepting bidsandawarding contract for2025 Crack Seal Improvements, Improvement
Project #25-09.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Heineman, Councilmembers Riley, Olson, Buscher, Peters,  
Specht, andStewart.  Voting No: None.  

8.04: Adopt Resolution #25-055Accepting BidsandAwarding Contract for2025Pavement
Rejuvenation Improvements, Improvement Project #25-10

Assistant CityEngineer Feriancek reviewed theStaff report concerning accepting bidsand
awarding acontract forthe2025pavement rejuvenation improvements. Heshared that thelowbid
came from Corrective Asphalt Materials, LLCofSouth Roxana, Illinois, intheamount of
233,191.32.   

Councilmember Buscher thanked Assistant CityEngineer Feriancak forallofhishardworkon
these street projects.   

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Buscher, toadopt Resolution #25- 
055accepting bidsandawarding contract for2025 Pavement Rejuvenation Improvements,  
Improvement Project #25-10.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Heineman, Councilmembers Riley, Buscher, Olson, Peters,  
Specht, andStewart.  Voting No: None.  

8.05: Adopt Charter Recommended Ordinance #25-02toAmend Chapter 3oftheCharter

CityAdministrator Hagen reviewed theStaff report inregard totherecommended Charter
amendments toChapter 3.   

Motion byCouncilmember Stewart, seconded byCouncilmember Olson, towaive theCityCharter
requirement thattheOrdinance bereadaloud andAdopt Ordinance #25-02: Amending Chapter 3
oftheCharter.   

Arollcallvotewasperformed:  

Councilmember Buscher aye
Councilmember Riley aye
Councilmember Stewart aye
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Councilmember Olson aye
Councilmember Specht aye
Councilmember Peters aye
Mayor Heineman aye

Motion carried.  

9. MAYOR, COUNCIL ANDSTAFF INPUT

9.01: Legislative Update

CityAdministrator Hagen reviewed thelegislative update with theCouncil. Heshared thatasthe
legislature isinsession hewillcontinue toprovide updates totheCouncil onexisting andnew
bills. Henoted that theCouncil sentaletter lastyearopposing theMissing Middle Housing
legislation. Hesaid theycanupdate andre-send this letter iftheCouncil would like. Hestated bills
aremoving very quickly this legislative session. Heexplained that theLeague ofMinnesota had
previously spoken outabout thisonbehalf ofcities keeping their localcontrol.   

Councilmember Riley noted thathethinks aletter would betheminimum ofwhat theywould like
todoandwould likeittobesentassoonaspossible considering howquickly thelegislature is
moving. Headded thathewould besupportive ofjusthaving Mayor Heineman signthis letter
rather thanbringing itback tothenextCouncil meeting tobeapproved byallmembers ofCouncil.  
Hesuggested reaching outtolegislators orother cities totrytobuildacoalition astheyneedtohit
thisonehead-on.   

Mayor Heineman agreed withCouncilmember Rileyandsaidhewould bewilling tosignoffon
this letteronbehalf oftheCity.   

TheCouncil wasinunanimous agreement tohaveMayor Heineman signaletter opposing the
Missing Middle Housing bill.   

Councilmember Peters shared that there isa5KatElmcrest ParkonMay17andencouraged others
tosignuptoparticipate.   

Councilmember Buscher gaveashoutout totheRamsey FireDepartment andfirefighter Timfor
winning Rookie oftheYear, firefighter Austin forwinning Firefighter oftheYear, andfirefighter
Mike forwinning Officer oftheYear.   

Councilmember Specht shared that theyhaveannounced alloftheactsfor thesummer concert
series andthelistcanbefound ontheCity’sFacebook page.   

Mayor Heineman noted there isanEgg-palooza coming upatAlpine ParkonApril 19. Heshared
that there arealsoopenpositions with theCity thatcanbefound ontheCity’swebsite.    

CityCouncil / March 11, 2025
Page8of9



10. ADJOURNMENT

MotionbyCouncilmember Peters, seconded byCouncilmember Olson, toadjourn themeeting.  

Motioncarried.  VotingYes:  MayorHeineman, Councilmembers Peters, Olson, Buscher, Riley,  
Specht, andStewart.  VotingNo: None.  

TheregularmeetingoftheCityCounciladjourned at8:00p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

BrianS. Hagen
CityAdministrator

ATTEST:  

KatieM. Schmidt
CityClerk

DraftedbyAvaMajor
TimeSaver OffSiteSecretarial, Inc.  

Arecording ofthismeeting isavailable forviewing onlineat www.qctv.org
http://www.qctv.org>.  Recordings areavailable for36months afterthedateofthemeeting.  
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