
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, February 10, 2025

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

           
1. Call to Order   
 

2. Citizen Input   
 

3. Approve Agenda   
 

4. Approve Minutes   
 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes Dated January 13, 2025
 
5. Policy Board Business   
 

1. Curbside Recycling Contact Status
 
6. Board/Staff Input   
 

7. Adjournment   
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


4. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 02/10/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes Dated January 13, 2025

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to approve the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) meeting minutes dated January 13,
2025.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the meeting minutes.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to approve the meeting minutes dated January 13, 2025.

Attachments
Meeting Minutes Dated January 13, 2025 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 08:30 AM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/05/2025 12:19 PM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, January 13, 2025, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council 

Chambers at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Chairperson Melissa Fetterley 

   Board Member Reid Bernard 

   Board Member Thomas Hagerty 

   Board Member Paula Houts 

   Board Member Laura Moore 

   Board Member Hassan Salami 

 

Members Absent:  Board Member Nick Burgess 

 

Also Present:  Senior Planner Chris Anderson 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Fetterley called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Moore and seconded by Board Member Bernard to approve the agenda 

as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Moore, Bernard, Hagerty, 

Houts, and Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated December 16, 2024 

 

Motion by Board Member Hagerty and seconded by Board Member Salami to approve the regular 

meeting minutes dated December 16, 2024. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Hagerty, Salami, Bernard, 

Houts, and Moore.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess. 

 

5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 

 

5.01: Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Preliminary Plat for Riverstone South  
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 6th Addition (Project No. 24-127); Case of Development Consulting Services, LLC 

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the City has received an 

application from Development Consulting Services, LLC for a Preliminary Plat for Riverstone 

South 6th Addition, a proposed single-family residential development to be located on Outlot C, 

Riverstone South.  The subject property is located south of Riverdale Drive, between 148th and 

Pearson Street.  Revised plans have been received and additional comments have been provided. 

 

Board Member Moore asked for more information on the oaks that need to be removed prior to 

April 15th and whether that would just be chopping the tree or removing the entire stump as well. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that it is about getting the trees removed and if the stumps would 

not be removed at that time, those stumps would need to be painted immediately to help prevent 

the introduction of oak wilt.  

 

Board Member Moore asked if there is an end date on the protection of the City-owned land. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that it is his understanding that the seven-acre parcel acquired 

through the Riverstone South project provided that protection in perpetuity.   

 

Board Member Moore asked if there are native seed mixes used by this builder in other additions 

of this development. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that some seed mixes have been used around stormwater basins, 

but the vast majority of Riverstone South does not have native seed mix.   

 

Motion by Board Member Moore and seconded by Board Member Hagerty to recommend 

approval of the plans, contingent upon compliance with staff’s review comments. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Moore, Hagerty, Bernard, 

Houts, and Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess. 

 

5.02: Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Proposed Site Plan for Northstar  

 Truck & RV Parking LLC (Project No. 24-122) 

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the City has received a Land 

Use Application from Nikolay Babkin for a Site Plan and Zoning Amendment to accommodate a 

proposed truck and RV parking operation on the property known as 15861 Jarvis Street NW.  

 

Board Member Salami asked if this is the first project where a property straddles two communities. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that this is a unique project that not only straddles two cities, but 

two counties.  He commented that Ramsey and Elk River have worked together on road projects, 

but this is the first for a land use application in his experience.   

 

Board Member Salami asked how taxes would work. 
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Senior Planner Anderson replied that nothing will change with how the site is taxed, noting that 

Sherburne County and Elk River would tax their portion of property and Anoka County and 

Ramsey will tax its portion of property.   

 

Board Member Moore asked for more information on the Northfork lots near this parcel and 

whether those are vacant. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that there are homes on the Ramsey side but industrial 

development on the Elk River site. 

 

Board Member Moore commented that there appears to be a significant tree buffer between the 

Northfork home and subject property.  She commented that there are a lot of semis and RVs in her 

neighborhood that park on the street or overhanging from the driveway, so this is a great concept.  

She commented that those vehicles are taller than six feet and asked if the fence should be higher. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that the fence is not required at all, as screening could also be 

provided through plantings.  He stated that even with an eight-foot fence the top of a semi would 

still be above that.  He stated that there is a heavily wooded area that exists with a fence and 

additional plantings inside of the fence that will be added.   

 

Board Member Moore stated that she agrees it would not make sense to place trees in the middle 

of the parking area as that could cause difficulty for the vehicles to maneuver. 

 

Chairperson Fetterly agreed that this is an interesting concept that is needed in the community.   

 

Motion by Board Member Salami and seconded by Board Member Bernard to recommend 

approval of the Landscape Plan, contingent upon compliance with staff’s review comments. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Salami, Bernard, Hagerty, 

Houts, and Moore.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess. 

 

6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 

 

Senior Planner Anderson stated that there are still dumpsters at the Public Works site for cardboard 

collection that will run through the following week.  He stated that the holiday lights collection 

will run for another 2.5 weeks at City Hall.  He noted that a new Council Liaison will be appointed 

at the City Council meeting this week and should be at the next EPB meeting. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Moore and seconded by Board Member Hagerty to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Senior Planner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________ 

Abdi Sahal 

Planning Assistant 

 

 

Drafted by Amanda Staple 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 



5. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 02/10/2025

  

Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Identify and implement operational efficiencies, cost savings and additional
funding sources. 

Information
Title:
Curbside Recycling Contact Status

Purpose/Background:
The City of Ramsey is currently in the fifth and final year of a 5-year residential curbside recycling contract with
ACE Solid Waste.  The current contract runs through December 31, 2025.  The purpose of this case is to initiate
discussion on policy direction in advance of the expiration of the current recycling contract.  Please note, this case
and discussion focuses solely on recycling service and does not contemplate garbage service.  Ultimately, there
are essentially three (3) potential options to be considered: 

Enter into negotiations with the current recycling service provider to extend or renew the curbside
recycling contract.
Prepare a Request for Proposals (RFP) to solicit bids for a curbside recycling service.
Migrate to an open hauling system (similar to what we currently have for garbage service), which would
not necessarily include management and oversight of the curbside program by the City, but would still
involve licensing of haulers, semiannual reporting to Anoka County (both financial and tonnage reports),
and education and marketing efforts.

 

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Background and Historical Overview
State Statute (Chapter 115A Waste Management) requires that residents, including both single family and
multifamily residences, have the opportunity to recycle. The City has historically satisfied this requirement with a
contract for curbside collection of residentially generated recyclables. In fact, it appears that the City's first
contract for curbside recycling service was executed in 1990 (recycling service at that time was $1.15 per
household), and since then, the City has continued to utilize a contracted service to ensure residents have an
opportunity to recycle. The current contract specifically addresses all townhomes and single-family residential
homes. Note that apartment complexes and the manufactured home park are treated as commercial accounts and
are not part of the current contract (meaning they need to secure recycling service through their trash hauler
directly).

In addition to the statutory requirement that residents have an opportunity to recycle, the City also enters into a
Recycling Agreement annually with Anoka County in order to receive funding to operate the recycling program
(funding is provided from the State of Minnesota via the Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment or
SCORE).  Among other things, this annual agreement specifies the tonnage goal for each municipality (for
example, the 2025 tonnage goal for Ramsey, which is set by Anoka County, is 3,124 tons).  The annual tonnage
goal is based on population and type of housing (split between single family households [225lbs per person] and
multi-unit households [150lbs per person]).  These tonnage goals tend to increase each year in an attempt to meet
the State of Minnesota's goal of recycling 75% of solid waste by 2030.  The City of Ramsey has continuously
achieved its annual tonnage goal since 2006 (when Ramsey moved to a single sort system rather than having to
separate various materials and bagging them before putting them in the 18-gallon bin and setting it out at the curb).



The City of Ramsey can comply with Chapter 115A of State Statutes by either providing recycling service via a
contract or by migrating to an open hauling system.  Both options have their pros and cons, which are generally
laid out below.

Organized Collection (Contracted Recycling Service)
Organized collection of recycling, accomplished via a contracted service, oftentimes results in greater
participation rates and greater volumes (tonnage) of material collected.  Since one hauler would be serving the
entire community, there are collection efficiencies realized that often result in a lower cost per household
compared to an open hauling system.  Organized collection typically means fewer trucks on residential streets
(there are presently seven [7] licensed waste haulers in Ramsey, which, under an open hauling system, could
result in seven [7] different recycling trucks coming down the same residential street.  That would be in addition
to garbage trucks, yard waste trucks, and organics collection trucks, which, per the latest Metropolitan Solid
Waste Management Plan, by the year 2030, the option for curbside collection of organics must be available in
cities with a population of 5,000 or more.).  Fewer trucks on the road would mean less wear and tear on our
streets, reduced truck emissions, and should improve safety (fewer potential accidents with fewer trucks). 
Administration of a contracted recycling service tends to be more efficient compared to open hauling, since there
is a single hauler that Staff has to work with to obtain tonnage data needed for the semi-annual reporting to Anoka
County.  Similarly, education and marketing tends to be more efficient and more specific also.  This is because
different haulers may have slightly different standards and/or accept more or less materials than other haulers.

On the other hand, organized collection has its cons as well.  Coordination of upsizing or downsizing recycling
carts (which can be requested by a resident at any time during the year) must go through the City rather than
directly through the hauler.  Also, requests for recycling carts to be delivered to a new construction home all have
to come through City Staff.  Any complaints related to the recycling service come through the City to be resolved
rather than directly to the hauler (complaints/concerns have generally been scarce but can consume a lot of Staff
time).  Organized collection eliminates the option for residents to change haulers if they so desire, and it means
that all households pay for recycling, even if they choose not to participate in the recycling program.  Residents
can choose not to recycle, but the monthly fee is still applicable.

Open Hauling System
In an open hauling system, the primary benefit is that residents have the freedom and ability to change haulers
any time they so choose.  A household will have a more direct relationship with their hauler as any questions
and/or concerns they have would go directly to the hauler instead of to City Staff.  This type of collection system
tends to be more 'business friendly' to smaller haulers and/or a start-up hauling business.

As with organized collection, an open hauling system also has its own cons.  Open hauling typically results in
more collection trucks on local streets.  The potential disadvantages of this include increased street maintenance
(by the city), more truck emissions, and increased traffic (which could lead to more safety concerns).  In an open
hauling system, monthly costs tend to be higher per household, as there are likely greater distances between
service addresses.  Promotion and education (by the city) tends to be more generalized, since different haulers
may accept different materials and/or have different preparation requirements.

Although not mandatory, many communities that operate under an open hauling system, tend to offer their
residents a year-round recycling center.  Presently, Ramsey does not have any such facility, nor does Ramsey
have sufficient staffing for such a facility.  Additionally, if the City were to move toward an open hauling system,
various code amendments would likely be needed, such as specifying that any licensed hauler must offer
recycling and that haulers cannot charge a household that recycles more than a household that does not recycle
(State Statute 115A.93, Subd.3.c).

Finally, should the City opt to move to an open hauling system, moving back toward an organized system would
be more challenging after the statutory changes that were adopted by the legislature in 2013 (the process is
outlined under IV. Solid Waste and Recycling Collection D. Procedural Requirements for Adopting Organized
Collection under the second attachment to this case).



 

Funding Source:
Funding for the City's recycling program is through the Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment
(SCORE).  This funding is used to cover that portion of the Senior Planner's salary spent on recycling activities,
as well as recycling promotion and education, and the city's various recycling events throughout the year.

Recommendation:
Staff has been satisfied with the program as-is.  

Outcome/Action:
Provide a recommendation on the desired collection method for recycling and specify any talking points that the
board feels are important for the City Council to consider.

Attachments
MN State Statute 115A.93 
League of Minnesota Cities Informational Memo on City Solid Waste Management 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 02/06/2025 04:26 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/04/2025 08:59 AM
Final Approval Date: 02/06/2025 
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����������	�
���


��������������������������������������������� � �� �!"!#�����$�%�&�'�(���������������� � )����*�

� +,-.,/0�1,-23�45�67550-082�37903:�;0,3<-06�.=�2>07-�?4@<;0�78�/,@@483:�14<@6�.0�733<06�24�1<324;0-3�A>4�1,8�601760�A>,2�3790�/,-.,/0�1,-2�.032�3<723�2>07-�673B43,@�80063C�D788C�E2,2C�F�GGHICJK:�3<.6C�KL6MC� N>0�14;;7337480-�45�2>0�DOPI�;,=�0Q0;B2�,�@7108378/�,<2>4-72=�5-4;�2>73�-0R<7-0;082�75�2>0�14<82=�78�A>71>�2>0�172=�73�@41,206�>,3�,8�,BB-4?06�34@76�A,320�B@,8�2>,2�1481@<603�2>,2�?,-7,.@0�-,20�B-7178/�73�842�,BB-4B-7,20�54-�2>,2�S<-736712748�.01,<30�72�73�781483732082�A72>�42>0-�7810827?03�,86�;01>,873;3�������D788C�E2,2C�F�GGHICJK:�3<.6C�KL0MC� 7;B@0;08206�2>,2�,-0�;4-0�0550127?0�78�,22,7878/�2>0�/4,@3�45�67314<-,/78/�48T3720�673B43,@:�@7220-78/:�,86�7@@0/,@�6<;B78/C�N>0�14;;7337480-�;,=�,@34�0Q0;B2�,�14@@0124-�5-4;�2>73�-0R<7-0;082�A>7@0�-0?737483�,-0�.078/�;,60�24�2>0�14<82=U3�34@76�A,320�B@,8�75�10-2,78�1486727483�,-0�;02C�N>0�0Q0;B2748�73�48@=�0550127?0�<827@�2>0�14<82=�34@76�A,320�B@,8�73�-0?7306C�D788C�E2,2C�F�GGHICJK:�3<.6C�K,C� E01486:�,�@710830�2>,2�-0R<7-03�,�B-7178/�3=320;�.,306�48�?4@<;0�78320,6�45�A07/>2�3>,@@�6020-;780�,�.,30�<872�3790�54-�,8�,?0-,/0�3;,@@�R<,8272=�>4<30>4@6�/080-,24-�45�A,320�,86�032,.@73>:�4-�-0R<7-0�2>0�@7108300�24�032,.@73>:�,�;<@27B@0�<872�B-7178/�3=320;�2>,2�083<-03�2>,2�,;4<823�45�A,320�/080-,206�78�0Q1033�45�2>0�.,30�<872�,;4<82�,-0�B-7106�>7/>0-�2>,8�2>0�.,30�<872�B-710C�D788C�E2,2C�F�GGHICJK:�3<.6C�KL1MC�� N>7-6:�,�@710830�3>,@@�B-4>7.72�14@@0124-3�5-4;�7;B4378/�,�/-0,20-�1>,-/0�48�-03760823�A>4�-01=1@0�2>,8�48�-03760823�A>4�64�842C�� VW��XYZY[\]̂�Y_[[XỲ_ab�D788C�E2,2C�F�GGHICHHK:�3<.6C�cC�D788C�E2,2C�F�GGHICJK:�3<.6C�GL.MC� P4<82703�1,8�-0R<7-0�072>0-�14<82=�4-�;<8717B,@�@7108303�54-�2>0�14@@012748�45�-01=1@,.@0�;,20-7,@3C�I�B0-348�;,=�842�14@@012�-01=1@,.@0�;,20-7,@3�54-�>7-0�<8@033�2>,2�B0-348�73�@7108306�@41,@@=�4-�73�-0/7320-06�A72>�2>0�DOPIC�d,1>�14<82=�;<32�083<-0�2>,2�;,20-7,@3�30B,-,206�54-�-01=1@78/�,-0�2,e08�24�;,-e023�54-�3,@0�4-�24�-01=1@,.@0�;,20-7,@�B-4103378/�10820-3C�f4�14<82=�;,=�B-0?082�,�B0-348�2>,2�/080-,203�4-�14@@0123�34@76�A,320�5-4;�60@7?0-78/�-01=1@,.@0�;,20-7,@3�24�,�-01=1@78/�5,17@72=�45�2>0�/080-,24-U3�4-�14@@0124-U3�1>4710C�D788C�E2,2C�F�GGHICgh:�3<.6C�HC� i5�,�172=�,123�,3�,�@7108378/�,<2>4-72=:�72�;,=�7;B430�-0R<7-0;0823�2>,2�,-0�1483732082�A72>�2>0�14<82=U3�-01=1@78/�B4@71703C�I�172=�1,8�,@34�7;B430�-0R<7-0;0823�2>,2�,-0�78�,6672748�24�4-�67550-082�5-4;�2>0�14<82=U3�B4@71703�75�2>0�172=U3�-0R<7-0;0823�,-0�6037/806�24�-06<10�A,320�/080-,2748�4-�B-4;420�2>0�-0<30�45�A,320�;,20-7,@3C��� jW��\YX]bX�kXXb�lmm�no�pqrs�tu�vtwxyzrym{�GJK�D788C�K|G:�cH}�fC~C�HhJ�LGJKHMC� E2,20�@,A�6403�842�,66-033�2>0�,;4<82�2>,2�172703�1,8�1>,-/0�54-�@7108303�54-�14@@012748�45�34@76�A,320�4-�-01=1@,.@0�;,20-7,@3C�+080-,@@=:�,�@710830�500�;<32�.0�-0,348,.@0C�
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