
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, March 17, 2025

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

           
1. Call to Order   
 

2. Citizen Input   
 

3. Approve Agenda   
 

4. Approve Minutes   
 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes Dated February 10, 2025
 
5. Policy Board Business   
 

1. Appoint Chair and Vice Chairperson
 

2. Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Site Plan for a Parking Lot Expansion at 7900 Riverdale
Drive (Project No. 25-102); Case of Pleasureland RV

 
3. Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Ground-Mounted Solar Energy System Proposed at the

Closed Landfill (Project No. 25-100)
 
6. Board/Staff Input   
 

1. Arbor Month Planting Activity
 
7. Adjournment   
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


4. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 03/17/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes Dated February 10, 2025

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to approve the meeting minutes from the February 10, 2025 Environmental Policy
Board meeting.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the meeting minutes dated February 10, 2025.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to adopt the meeting minutes dated February 10, 2025.

Attachments
Meeting Minutes Dated February 10, 2025 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 03/06/2025 09:34 AM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/27/2025 02:07 PM
Final Approval Date: 03/06/2025 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, February 10, 2025, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council 

Chambers at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Chairperson Melissa Fetterley 

   Board Member Reid Bernard 

   Board Member Paula Houts 

   Board Member Hassan Salami 

 

Members Absent:  Board Member Nick Burgess 

   Board Member Thomas Hagerty 

   Board Member Laura Moore 

 

Also Present:  Senior Planner Chris Anderson 

   City Council Liaison Eric Peters 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Fetterley called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Bernard and seconded by Board Member Salami to approve the agenda 

as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Bernard, Salami, and Houts.  

Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess, Hagerty, and Moore. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated January 13, 2025 

 

Motion by Board Member Bernard and seconded by Board Member Salami to approve the regular 

meeting minutes dated January 13, 2025. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Bernard, Salami, and Houts.  

Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess, Hagerty, and Moore. 

 

Chairperson Fetterley welcomed the new Council Liaison, Councilmember Eric Peters. 
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Councilmember Peters introduced himself. 

 

5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 

 

5.01: Curbside Recycling Contract Status 

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated the City of Ramsey is currently in 

the fifth and final year of a five-year residential curbside recycling contract with ACE Solid Waste.  

The current contract runs through December 31, 2025.  The purpose of this case is to initiate 

discussion on policy direction in advance of the expiration of the current recycling contract.  He 

reviewed options the Board could consider and stated that staff has been satisfied with the program 

as-is. 

 

Board Member Bernard asked how residents are currently billed for recycling. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that is included in the City utility billing.  He explained residents 

are charged $3.98 per month for recycling, noting that the utility billing is done quarterly, therefore 

it is shown as $11.94 quarterly for recycling services per household.  He stated that ACE bills the 

City and the City does not charge any additional fees to residents, simply passing on the charges. 

 

Chairperson Fetterley asked if ACE has always been the recycling provider and whether staff are 

satisfied with the hauler. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson confirmed that ACE has always been the recycling hauler and staff is 

satisfied with the services provided.  He stated that staff receive some complaints, but they are not 

frequent.  He noted that some of the calls are related to recycling not being picked up and ACE 

now has cameras on their trucks.  He noted that in a recent follow up it was determined that the 

customer had a large, black plastic bag on top of the recycling, which is not recyclable, and 

therefore the container was not picked up. 

 

Board Member Salami asked if it could be more cost-efficient for the City to provide the recycling 

services directly with its own trucks.  

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that the City has never contemplated that and believed that would 

have significant costs for staffing, purchasing vehicles, etc.   

 

Board Member Houts asked the last time the City went out for an RFP for recycling. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that in the past 20 years, Staff has always been directed to 

negotiate directly with ACE for either a contract extension or a new curbside recycling service.   

 

Councilmember Peters asked the amount of staff time that is spent handling recycling issues. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that he does track that time because his time spent on recycling 

is funded in another manner.  He estimated 10 to 15 percent of his time is spent on recycling but 

that is not always resident calls.  He explained the educational items that he completes related to 

recycling.  He stated that administration and customer calls are a relatively small portion of his 

recycling time. 
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Councilmember Peters asked where ACE sorts these loads. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that in the last five years, ACE added a transfer station to their 

Ramsey location and explained that process. 

 

Councilmember Peters asked how much of the material collected for recycling is rejected. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that the weight collected that is shown in the case is the presort 

weight, which is the required reporting.  He stated that inevitably there are contaminated items. 

 

Councilmember Peters stated that his parents recently began participating in the organics recycling 

program in Maple Grove and have found that freezing temps often cause the organics to freeze to 

the container.  He asked for information on what is done in neighboring communities for recycling. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson provided information on the recycling collection of neighboring 

communities.   

 

Councilmember Peters commented that he would not want trucks from seven haulers coming down 

the road, along with seven additional trucks for recycling, and would prefer to stay with organized 

recycling. 

 

Chairperson Fetterley agreed that she would prefer to remain with organized recycling.  She agreed 

that ACE has done a good job, and she does like supporting a local Ramsey company.  She asked 

if the City could receive quotes from other haulers as that would provide more information and 

provide for competition. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson stated that if direction is given to negotiate with the current hauler, he 

would not solicit other quotes.  He stated that if additional quotes were desired, the City would 

need to follow an RFP process.   

 

Board Member Houts commented that she is an ACE customer for trash and has no issues, but 

believes that after 20 years an RFP should be done to ensure the City is continuing to receive the 

best pricing.   

 

Board Member Salami commented on the increases that he has seen as an ACE trash customer.  

He stated that if a reasonable price continues to be given, he would not object. 

 

Board Member Bernard commented that the service has been great, and he has no issues continuing 

as is.   

 

Chairperson Fetterley commented that she believed that organized recycling collection is in the 

best interest of the community and confirmed the consensus of the Board. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson stated that if there is direction to negotiate a new contract and that does 

not seem to go well, the City can still decide to issue an RFP.   

 

Chairperson Fetterley stated that she would prefer to negotiate with ACE and see how that goes. 
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Senior Planner Anderson commented that it seems there is consensus in support of continuing to 

provide a contracted service for recycling.  He explained that typically there is a lesser monthly 

charge for contracted service to the whole city, compared to open market hauling.   

 

Motion by Board Member Salami and seconded by Board Member Houts to recommend 

continuing with organized recycling collection and direct staff to begin negotiations with the 

current hauler. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Salami, Houts, and Bernard.  

Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess, Hagerty, and Moore. 

 

Board Member Houts asked if the City has considered organized trash hauling, recognizing the 

difficulty recently experienced in Anoka when trying to institute that system. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that there has never been direction to look at organized trash 

hauling in Ramsey.  He stated that if the Board wants to make that recommendation, that could be 

forwarded to the City Council but noted that has been extremely contentious in some communities.   

 

Chairperson Fetterley stated that she has no interest in providing that recommendation as people 

enjoy having a choice in their trash provider because of the price gouging that occurs.   

 

6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 

 

Senior Planner Anderson stated that the vendor for the 2025 recycling events has been selected, 

noting that it is the same vendor they worked with last year.  He stated that information on the 

spring recycling event will be advertised in the next Ramsey Resident. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Houts and seconded by Board Member Bernard to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Senior Planner 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ 

Kathy Schmitz 

Administrative Clerk 

 

Drafted by Amanda Staple 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 



5. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 03/17/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Appoint Chair and Vice Chairperson

Purpose/Background:
Each year, Commissions and Boards appoint officers. Currently, Ms. Melissa Fetterley serves as Chairperson and
Ms. Laura Moore serves as Vice Chair.  The current chair and vice chair appointments are valid through the end
of March.  The new appointments will go into effect on April 1, 2025, and will run through March 31, 2026. 

On February 14, 2023, the City Council adopted a new policy related to serving as Chair of any Board or
Commission.  The City Council expressed a desire to offer members an opportunity to grow their experience
while serving on a Board or Commission and therefore, effective April 1, 2023, a member may only serve a
maximum of two (2) consecutive terms as Chair.  After that, a new member is to be appointed as Chair.  The
outgoing Chair could be appointed as Vice Chair and would be eligible to serve as Chair again in the future. 
Chair Fetterley is currently serving her first term as Chair and, therefore, she is still eligible for the role of
Chairperson this year.  

Recommendation:
NA

Outcome/Action:
Motion to appoint _______ as Chairperson of the Environmental Policy Board.

-and-

Motion to appoint _______ as Vice Chairperson of the Environmental Policy Board.

Attachments
No file(s) attached.

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 03/13/2025 12:54 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 03/06/2025 08:44 AM
Final Approval Date: 03/13/2025 



5. 2. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 03/17/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Promote economic growth and development. 

Information
Title:
Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Site Plan for a Parking Lot Expansion at 7900 Riverdale Drive
(Project No. 25-102); Case of Pleasureland RV

Purpose/Background:
The City has received a Land Use Application from Pleasureland RV Center - North Metro (the "Applicant") for
a proposed parking lot expansion at 7900 Riverdale Drive NW (the "Subject Property").  Part of this project also
includes connecting the building to the City's sanitary sewer and municipal water systems.  If the Subject Property
did not abut land with existing residential uses, this would have qualified for an Administrative Site Plan review.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Project Overview and Background Information
The Applicant actually owns land on both sides of Riverdale (7900 and 7945 Riverdale Drive). The proposed
improvements are all on the parcel along the south side of Riverdale Drive.  The Subject Property is
approximately 6.84 acres in size and is zoned B-3 Regional Business District.  The parcels to the east, west, and
north are all also zoned B-3.  The parcels abutting the Subject Property to the south are zoned R-1A Single
Family Residential.  Motor vehicle sales and showrooms and rental are a Conditional Use in this zoning district. 
However, the use existed on the Subject Property prior to the most recent zoning code overhaul and thus, the use
is considered lawful, nonconforming. 

The western quarter or so of the Subject Property is vacant, pervious land.  The Applicant is proposing to expand
their parking lot west to accommodate additional inventory.  As part of this project, the Applicant will be
abandoning their septic system and connecting to the City's sanitary sewer system.  Additionally, while the
Applicant intends to retain their well for irrigation purposes, the building will also be connected to the City's
municipal water system.

Existing Natural Resources Information
The City's Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) does not identify any native plant communities on the Subject
Property.  Furthermore, per the Minnesota Land Cover Classification System (MLCCS), the Subject Property is
classified as 'Urban with Little Vegetative Cover'.  Finally, there are no wetlands or floodplain on the Subject
Property either.

Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan
The only trees on the Subject Property were installed when the site was originally developed.  None of the
plantings were installed in the westernmost quadrant of the Subject Property (the plantings only extended as far
west as the existing parking area).  Therefore, a tree inventory and preservation plan is not required for this
project.

Landscape Plan
The Applicant is proposing to continue with the existing pattern of landscaping along the northern boundary of the
Subject Property.  This includes alternating silver maples and clusters of juniper shrubs.  Along the western
boundary of the Subject Property, they are proposing Norway spruces, interspersed with pairs of juniper shrubs. 
Along the southern boundary, where, due to existing residential uses to the south, a bufferyard is required, the
Applicant is proposing a mixture of Norway spruce, silver maple, concolor fir, and groupings of juniper shrubs. 



The minimum required width of the bufferyard is forty (40) feet, with an additional thirty percent (30%) of
plantings in this area.  The plans do satisfy the bufferyard (and general landscaping) requirements.  Staff has
recommended utilizing a different shrub species in the bufferyard, as the Andorra juniper does not typically get
much taller than two (2) feet.  Furthermore, it appears that the labeling for the juniper shrub has a typo, which
Staff has requested to be corrected (shows the size of the shrubs as 2.5" rather than 24" in height or width,
depending on the species' growth characteristics).  Otherwise, the Landscape Plan is generally acceptable.

RV Dump Station
There is currently an RV dump station near the southeastern corner of the parking lot on the Subject Property. 
This dump station is currently connected to the septic system.  However, since the septic system is being
abandoned, the Applicant is proposing to connect the RV dump station to the sanitary sewer as part of this
project.  The City's Utilities Supervisor is meeting with the Applicant to better understand how this system will
work and what safeguards need to be in place to protect the City's sanitary sewer system.

  
 

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this review are the Applicant's responsibility.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the natural resources aspects of this project, contingent upon compliance with
Staff's review comments.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the natural resources aspects of the Site Plan.

Attachments
Site Location Map 
Certificate of Survey 
Grading, Drainage, and Erosion Control Plan 
Site and Dimension Plan 
Utility Plan 
Landscape Plan with Staff Review Comments 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 03/13/2025 12:48 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 03/04/2025 10:36 AM
Final Approval Date: 03/13/2025 



LOGIS, Three Rivers Park District, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, NGA, USGS

Print Date: February 19, 2025

Pleasureland RV 

0 0.04 0.07 0.11 0.140.02
mi

Site Location Map
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Juniper Andorra Size

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 02/20/2025 08:49 AM
Update the size of the juniper shrubs.  The labels show it as 2.5" but it should be 24" (the size is correct in the planting schedule).

--------- 0 Replies ---------




Species?

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 02/20/2025 08:55 AM
This species symbol isn't in the plant schedule.  Plant schedule calls for 13 Norway Spruce, which there are, excluding these 2 trees.  Add this symbol to the plant schedule or change it to the symbol for Norway Spruce.

--------- 0 Replies ---------




Shrub Species

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 02/20/2025 09:21 AM
It is recommended that an alternative shrub species be used around the pond.  This is a 'bufferyard', which is required by City Code (due to residential to the south), and the Andorra Juniper only gets to maybe about 2 feet in height.  A taller growing shrub would do more in terms of screening or buffering between the different uses.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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Page 1

18-0269.01_2025 Pleasureland RV Site Improvements 02112025 7.pdf V1 - Changemark Notes ( 3 Notes )

1  -  Juniper Andorra Size

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 02/20/2025 08:49 AM

Update the size of the juniper shrubs.  The labels show it as 2.5" but it should be 24" (the size is 
correct in the planting schedule).

--------- 0 Replies ---------

2  -  Species?

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 02/20/2025 08:55 AM

This species symbol isn't in the plant schedule.  Plant schedule calls for 13 Norway Spruce, 
which there are, excluding these 2 trees.  Add this symbol to the plant schedule or change it to 
the symbol for Norway Spruce.

--------- 0 Replies ---------

3  -  Shrub Species

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 02/20/2025 09:21 AM

It is recommended that an alternative shrub species be used around the pond.  This is a 
'bufferyard', which is required by City Code (due to residential to the south), and the Andorra 
Juniper only gets to maybe about 2 feet in height.  A taller growing shrub would do more in terms 
of screening or buffering between the different uses.

--------- 0 Replies ---------



5. 3. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 03/17/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Promote economic growth and development. 

Information
Title:
Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Ground-Mounted Solar Energy System Proposed at the Closed
Landfill (Project No. 25-100)

Purpose/Background:
The City has received a Land Use Application from Cedar Creek Energy (the "Applicant") to construct a
ground-mounted solar energy system on two (2) parcels (PID #s 27-32-25-14-0003 & 27-32-25-11-0004) on the
closed landfill site (the "Subject Property").  The State of Minnesota, as the Property Owner, and has joined in the
application.

As part of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update, the State of Minnesota (via the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency) requested a new land use category, Closed Landfill, be added to the Comprehensive Plan.  With that
addition, the City also added a new zoning district, Closed Landfill, to the Zoning Code as well.  The State of
Minnesota requested the added land use designation so that it may be possible to utilize a portion of the Closed
Landfill site for solar energy production.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Project Overview
The Applicant is proposing to install a 4.125-megawatt (MW) AC, 5.66 MW DC, ground-mounted, single-axis
tracking solar PV array in the southeast portion of the closed landfill site.  No part of the solar array will be on the
landfill 'cap'.  All the power generated from this system will be supplied to Connexus Energy's grid system, with
no need for on-site battery storage.  Due to existing and proposed topography and tree cover, significant portions
of the solar energy system will be screened from view from both Sunwood Drive and Sunfish Lake Boulevard. 
The Subject Property is both zoned and guided as Closed Landfill and solar energy systems are a permitted use in
this zoning district.

Existing Natural Resources Information
The City's Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) identifies a couple of different native plant communities on the
Subject Property as well as an altered/non-native wetland.  There is a high quality 'grassland with sparse
deciduous trees' that clips the far northwest corner of the Subject Property.  The vast majority of this high quality
native plant community is west of where the proposed solar array will be installed. However, one (1) bur oak and
two (2) red pines will be removed, which are technically within the high quality native plant community.  The
State of Minnesota actually developed a management plan for this high quality plant community, as it is actually
one of the larger remnant oak savannas left in the county.  This plant community will be generally unaffected by
this project, with only the three (3) aforementioned trees being removed.

There is also a moderate quality oak woodland-brushland native plant community in the southeast corner of the
Subject Property.  This plant community appears to be outside the construction limits for the project and thus,
should be left undisturbed.  In the very southeast corner of the Subject Property is a wetland, which also crosses
over onto a city-owned parcel at the intersection of Sunfish Lake Boulevard and Sunwood Drive, which is
categorized as an altered/non-native plant community.  This wetland area is outside the construction limits for this
project as well, and therefore, should also be undisturbed as a result of this project.  Finally, there is a small
wetland within the construction limits and, while it is not identified in the NRI as a native plant community, the
solar array will be positioned around the wetland and the 16.5 foot wetland setback.



There are no floodplains on the Subject Property.

Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan
A tree inventory and preservation plan was submitted with the plan set.  The dominant tree species on site include
eastern red cedar, red pine, cottonwood, and bur oak.  The project will result in the removal of approximately
sixty-eight percent (68%) of the existing significant tree inches, which does comply with the tree preservation
standards for Business and Industrial zoning districts.  Additionally, about two dozen smaller (DBH of 4 inches)
red cedars will be transplanted to provide more screening of the solar array along Sunwood Drive.

Landscape Plan
A Landscape Plan was not submitted, nor are there any specific landscaping requirements for the Closed Landfill
zoning district.  However, the submittal does include an Erosion and Sediment Control and Restoration Plan
which indicates the entire site will be seeded with a Dry Prairie seed mix.  Furthermore, the Applicant has
submitted a Vegetation Management Plan, prepared by Natural Resources Services, outlining the establishment
and maintenance standards to ensure a viable prairie establishment.  Moreover, the chosen seed mix qualifies for
the Habitat Friendly Solar status, which was developed by the Board of Water and Soil Resources.

 

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this review are the Applicant's responsibility.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the natural resources aspects of this project.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the natural resources aspects of this Site Plan.

Attachments
Site Location Map 
ALTA Survey 
Existing Conditions 
Site Plan 
Side Profile of Solar Array Equipment 
Erosion & Sediment Control and Restoration Plan 
Restoration Notes 
Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan 
Vegetation Management Plan 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 03/13/2025 12:49 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 03/06/2025 09:12 AM
Final Approval Date: 03/13/2025 





LOGIS, Three Rivers Park District, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, NGA, USGS

Print Date: January 13, 2025

14730 Sunfish Lake Blvd
27-32-25-11-0004-27-32-25-14-0003

Landfill Solar PV

0 0.07 0.15 0.22 0.30.04
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Site Plan Review
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PID: 27-32-25-11-0003
ZONING: CLOSED LANDFILL DISTRICT

SUNFISH LAKE

PID: 27-32-25-14-0003
(34.67 ACRES)

ZONING: CLOSED
LANDFILL DISTRICT

CONSTRUCTION LIMITS AND
TREE REMOVAL LIMITS

(25.88 ACRES)

EXISTING TREELINE

SOIL BORING 1

SOIL BORING 2

SOIL BORING 3

DELINEATED WETLAND

EXISTING OVERHEAD ELECTRIC

DELINEATED WETLAND

EXISTING WATER LINE

EXISTING GAS LINE
(ABANDONED)

PID: 27-32-25-11-0004
(30.29 ACRES)

ZONING: CLOSED
LANDFILL DISTRICT

PID: 27-32-25-13-0004
ZONING: LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

PID: 27-32-25-12-0002
ZONING: CLOSED LANDFILL DISTRICT

PID: 26-32-25-22-0001
ZONING: MEDIUM DENSITY AND RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

PID: 26-32-25-23-0001
ZONING: PARKS AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

PID: 26-32-25-23-0003
ZONING: PARKS AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

SOIL BORING 4

SU
N

FI
SH

 L
AK

E 
BL

VD
 N

W

SUNWOOD DR NW

EXISTING PRESSURE COLLECTION SYSTEM

NOTES:
1. ALL TREES WITHIN CONSTRUCTION LIMITS AND OUTSIDE

THE WETLAND SHALL BE REMOVED.
2. SEE PLAN SHEET 04 - TREE PRESERVATION PLAN FOR

ENTIRE LIST OF TREES ONSITE AND TRANSPLANTED.
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EXISTING SANITARY LINE

EXISTING DRAINAGE AND
UTILITY EASEMENT

EXISTING ACCESS ROAD
AVERAGE WIDTH: 14'

EXISTING BUILDING

EXISTING CULVERT
INV IN: 865.74

INV OUT: 685.22 EXISTING CULVERT
INV IN: 862.07
INV OUT: 681.55
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SUNWOOD DR NW

SUNFISH LAKE

EQUIPMENT PAD

PERIMETER FENCE (TYP.)
21.05 ACRES

20' WIDE ACCESS GATE

20' WIDE ACCESS GATE

SHALLOW TREATMENT BASIN
(SEE GRADING & DRAINAGE PLAN)

SOLAR ARRAY
(SEE ELECTRICAL PLANS
FOR DETAILED DESIGN)

05
10

01
10

01
11

01
10

PRESERVE 16.5' VEGETATED
WETLAND BUFFER

15'X15' SHED
(SEE NOTE 1)

NOTES:
1. SHED UP TO 225 SF FOR ONSITE SPARE PARTS STORAGE

TO BE INSTALLED, SHED TO HAVE ASPHALT SHINGLE
ROOF, AND LP SMART SIDING.

TEMPORARY LAYDOWN AREA
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UTILIZE EXISTING ACCESS ROAD
APPROXIMATE WIDTH: 14'

CONTRACTOR TO ENSURE PEDESTRIAN SIDEWALK WILL NOT
BE OBSTRUCTED OR MODIFIED FROM IT'S EXISTING STATE

10' WIDE UTILITY EASEMENT

PRESERVE 5' BUFFER
AROUND CREEPING

JUNIPER PLANT
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PLANT AND SEED SCHEDULE

TREES                                                                               QTY

TRANSPLANT EXISTING ONSITE TREES SHOWN  24
ON PLAN SHEET 03 - TREE PRESERVATION PLAN

NRS NRS
NATIVE MIX CODE NATIVE MIX RATE AREA

S1 Dry Prairie Southeast 13.29 LB/AC 24.99 ACRES
Seed Mix 35-622 1,088,564 sf

03
09

01
09 TRANSPLANTED TREES, TYP.

SILT FENCE
02
10

SU
N
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SH

 L
AK

E 
BL

VD
 N

W

SUNWOOD DR NW

SUNFISH LAKE

PRESERVE 16.5' VEGETATED
WETLAND BUFFER

CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE/EXIT
AND PERMANENT SITE ACCESS

03
10

TREE PROTECTION
FENCE, TYP.

01
09
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AROUND CREEPING

JUNIPER PLANT
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MULCH - 3" DEPTH - SHREDDED HARD WOOD SHALL BE
SUBSTANTIALLY FREE OF MOLD, DIRT, SAWDUST, AND FOREIGN
MATERIAL AND SHALL NOT BE IN AN ADVANCED STATE OF
DECOMPOSITION. THE MATERIAL SHALL PASS A 4" SCREEN AND
NOT MORE THAN 20% BY MASS OF THE MATERIAL SHALL PASS A .1
SIEVE MAX. LENGTH OF INDIVIDUAL PIECES NOT TO EXCEED 20". NO
MULCH TO LAY AGAINST TRUNK OR ROOT COLLAR. PROVIDE 36"
DIA. RING OF MULCH AROUND ALL TREES.

PLANTS SHOULD BE AT THE PROPER DEPTH WHEREBY THE
BEGINNING TAPER OF THE ROOT FLARE IS AT THE SAME ELEVATION
AS THE FINISHED SOIL GRADE. THIS SHOULD BE THE SAME DEPTH
AS THE PLANTS WERE GROWN IN THE NURSERY. NOTE THAT THE
ROOTS OF BALLED AND BURLAPPED PLANTS ARE UNACCEPTABLE
WHEN THEY ARE COVERED BY MORE THAN 4" OF SOIL IN THE TOP
OF THE BALL.

THE CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING ALL TREES IN
A PLUMB POSITION THROUGH THE WARRANTY PERIOD. STAKING IS
NOT PERMITTED.

PRUNE DAMAGED AND CROSSING BRANCHES AFTER PLANTING IS
COMPLETE.

REMOVE ALL FLAGGING AND LABELING FROM TREE.

WATER TREE THOROUGHLY DURING PLANTING OPERATIONS. PLACE
BACKFILL IN 8-12" LIFTS AND SATURATE SOIL WITH WATER. DO NOT
COMPACT MORE THAN NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN PLUMB. CREATE A
SHALLOW RING DEPRESSION AROUND TREE TO RETAIN WATER.

PLANTING SOIL - PER SPEC. 329300.
SCARIFY BOTTOM AND SIDES OF HOLE PRIOR TO PLANTING.

ROOT BALL SET ON MOUNDED SUBGRADE.

1.5 X ROOT BALL WIDTH

ROOT BALL TO BE DUG 8
INCHES WIDE FOR EACH INCH
OF TRUNK DIAMETER AT BASE

(ROOT BALL IN FEET = 23W)

W IN.

NOTE:
1. SEE SPECIFICATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL TREE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS.
2. NO PRUNING SHALL BE PERFORMED.
3. NO EQUIPMENT SHALL OPERATE INSIDE THE PROTECTIVE FENCING,
INCLUDING DURING FENCE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL. CROWN DRIP LINE

4'
-0

"

KEEP OUT
TREE

PROTECTION
AREA

TREE PROTECTION FENCE:
HIGH DENSITY
POLYETHYLENE FENCING
WITH 3.5" x 1.5" OPENINGS;
COLOR - ORANGE. STEEL
POSTS INSTALLED AT 8' O.C.

2" x 6' STEEL POSTS OR
APPROVED EQUAL

5" THICK LAYER OF MULCH

MAINTAIN EXISTING GRADE
WITH THE TREE PROTECTION
FENCE UNLESS OTHERWISE
INDICATED ON PLANS

8.5" x 11" SIGN
LAMINATED IN

PLASTIC SPACED
EVERY 50' ALONG

FENCE
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GENERAL NOTES
1. LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR SHALL INSPECT THE SITE AND BECOME FAMILIAR WITH EXISTING CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE NATURE AND SCOPE OF WORK.
2. LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY PLAN LAYOUT AND BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT DISCREPANCIES WHICH MAY

COMPROMISE THE DESIGN OR INTENT OF THE LAYOUT.
3. LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR SHALL ASSURE COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE CODES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE WORK AND MATERIALS SUPPLIED.
4. LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY ALIGNMENT AND LOCATION OF UNDERGROUND AND ABOVE GRADE UTILITIES AND PROVIDE THE NECESSARY

PROTECTION FOR SAME BEFORE CONSTRUCTION BEGINS.
5. LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR SHALL REVIEW THE SITE FOR DEFICIENCIES IN SITE CONDITIONS WHICH MIGHT NEGATIVELY AFFECT PLANT ESTABLISHMENT,

SURVIVAL OR WARRANTY. UNDESIRABLE SITE CONDITIONS SHALL BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT PRIOR TO BEGINNING
OF WORK.

6. LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ONGOING MAINTENANCE OF NEWLY INSTALLED MATERIALS UNTIL TIME OF FINAL ACCEPTANCE BY
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. REPAIR OF ACTS OF VANDALISM OR DAMAGE WHICH MAY OCCUR PRIOR TO FINAL ACCEPTANCE SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF THE LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR.

SEEDING NOTES
7. SEEDING SHALL FOLLOW MNDOT SEEDING MANUAL 2023 EDITION.
8. SEED SHALL BE LOCAL ORIGIN AND WILD ECOTYPE. SEED ORIGIN SHALL BE CERTIFIED BY THE MN CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION. LOCAL ORIGIN

SHALL MEAN WITHIN 175 MILES OF PROJECT SITE. PROVIDE MCIA DOCUMENTATION TO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT PRIOR TO SEEDING.
9. SOW SEED MIXES ON ALL DISTURBED AREAS AFTER ALL GRADING  ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. SEEDING MAY TAKE PLACE PRIOR TO PILE DRIVING

AND SOLAR ARRAY INSTALLATION, HOWEVER ANY DISTURBED AREAS WILL HAVE TO BE RE-SEEDED.
10. ACCEPTABLE SEEDING DATES ARE APRIL 15 - JULY 20 IN THE SPRING, OR SEPTEMBER 20 - OCTOBER 20 IN THE FALL. WRITTEN PERMISSION MUST BE

GRANTED BY THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT TO PERFORM SEEDING OPERATIONS ON ANY OTHER DATES OF THE YEAR.
11. SEEDING METHODS 1-3 ARE ANTICIPATED ACROSS THE SITE IN RESPONSE TO SITE CONDITIONS.  CONTRACTOR WILL PREPARE SEEDING PLAN IN

CONJUNCTION WITH PROJECT LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, APPROVAL IS NECESSARY TO EXECUTE.
12. SOW NATIVE SEEDS WITH A MULTI-BOX BROADCAST SEEDER SUCH AS THE TRILLION BY TRUAX, WHERE POSSIBLE.
13. PREPARE SEED BED PRIOR TO SEEDING PER MNDOT SPEC. 2574.3.A.4.
14. SOLAR ARRAYS MUST BE PROTECTED FROM HYDRO-MULCH OVERSPRAY OR CLEANED AFTER APPLICATION PER MNDOT SPEC. 2575.3.E.
15. COVER NATIVE SEED MIXES WITH CLEAN STRAW MULCH (TYPE 3), AND DISC ANCHOR, EXCEPT WHERE EROSION CONTROL BLANKET IS INDICATED ON

PLANS.
20. USE TEMPORARY EROSION CONTROL DEVICES (SEDIMENT LOGS, SILT FENCE) AS NEEDED TO PREVENT EROSION PRIOR TO AND DURING SEED

ESTABLISHMENT.
21. INCLUDE A COVER CROP OF OATS WITHIN NATIVE GRASS SEED MIX (@ RATE OF 32 LB/ACRE) IF SEEDING BETWEEN OCTOBER 15TH AND AUGUST 1ST. IF

SEEDING BETWEEN AUGUST 1ST AND OCTOBER 15TH, SUBSTITUTE WINTER WHEAT FOR OATS AT THE SAME RATE.

SEED ESTABLISHMENT NOTES
22. ESTABLISHMENT PERIOD COMMENCES UPON ACCEPTANCE OF SEEDING (ADEQUATE COVER CROP GERMINATION AND COVERAGE) AND RUNS FOR THREE

YEARS FROM THIS DATE.
23. MONITOR THE SITE MONTHLY DURING THIS PERIOD TO DETECT AREAS OF WEED COLONIZATION. CUT OR TREAT ALL NOXIOUS WEEDS (AS CURRENTLY

DEFINED BY MN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE) WITH GLYPHOSATE HERBICIDE AS SOON AS DETECTED.
24. DURING THE FIRST GROWING SEASON MOW  OR CUT THE ENTIRE SEEDED AREA EVERY 30 DAYS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30TH AT A HEIGHT OF 5-8".
25. DURING THE SECOND GROWING SEASON MOW  OR CUT THE ENTIRE SEEDED AREA ONCE IN MID-JUNE AND ONCE IN MID-AUGUST AT A HEIGHT OF 5-8".
26. IF AREAS OF BARE GROUND PERSIST AFTER FIRST GROWING SEASON RESEED PER PLAN.
27. AFTER THE FIRST TWO GROWING SEASONS MOW OR CUT NATIVE SEED AREAS IN LATE FALL OR EARLY SPRING.  RAKE OUT AND REMOVE DOWNED

VEGETATION.

TREE PRESERVATION AND TRANSPLANT NOTES
28. TREES TO BE RELOCATED WILL BE TAGGED IN THE FIELD BY THE ENGINEER. CONTRACTORS SHALL IMMEDIATELY TRANSPLANT TREES DUG FOR

RELOCATIONS, AND WATER AS NECESSARY. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR TREE MORTALITY AND REPLACE FAILED TREES AT NO COST TO
PROJECT.

09
03 CONIFEROUS TREE  TRANSPLANTING DETAIL

NOT TO SCALE 

EXISTING TREES ON SITE TO BE
TRANSPLANTED 16' MIN. FROM
FENCE LINE, SPACED 25' O.C.

09
02 TREE TRANSPLANTING - LAYOUT PLAN

1:20

09
01 TREE PROTECTION FENCING

1:20

02/18/2025         1       IFPR - ISSUED FOR PERMIT REVIEW

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN, SPECIFICATION, OR REPORT  WAS
PREPARED BY ME OR UNDER MY DIRECT SUPERVISION AND  THAT I AM
A DULY LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER UNDER
THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.

KYLE D. CRAWFORD DATE: 02/18/2025 LICENSE  #54906
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PRESERVE 16.5' VEGETATED
WETLAND BUFFER

TREES SHALL BE TRANSPLANTED AS
SHOWN ON PLAN SHEETS 08 AND 09
SEE TABLE FOR LIST OF TREES TO BE
TRANSPLANT

TREE PROTECTION
FENCE, TYP.

01
09

02/18/2025         1       IFPR - ISSUED FOR PERMIT REVIEW

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN, SPECIFICATION, OR REPORT  WAS
PREPARED BY ME OR UNDER MY DIRECT SUPERVISION AND  THAT I AM
A DULY LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER UNDER
THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.

KYLE D. CRAWFORD DATE: 02/18/2025 LICENSE  #54906

NOTES:

1. ALL SPECIES OF OAK WITH A DBH OF 4" OR GREATER; ALL CONIFEROUS SPECIES
WITH A DBH OF 4" OR GREATER; AND ALL OTHER TREES WITH A DBH OF 8" OR
GREATER WERE SURVEYED WITHIN 30' OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION LIMITS.
TREES BEYOND THAT EXTENT WITHIN THE PROPERTY WERE NOT SURVEYED.

2. #89 CREEPING JUNIPER IDENTIFIED ON SITE IS NOT INCLUDED IN CALCULATIONS
BUT WILL BE PRESERVED AND PROTECTED THROUGHOUT CONSTRUCTION.

3. #28 BUR OAK IS DEAD AND WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE CALCULATIONS.

THIS SHEET NOT VALID UNLESS PREPRODUCED IN COLOR

LIMITS OF CONSTRUCTION FOR
PROPOSED SOLAR SITE

PROPOSED
TRANSPLANTED

TREE LOCATIONS
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1. Connexus Landfill Vegetation Management Plan (VMP) Overview 
1.1. Site Developer 

Cedar Creek Energy    
3155 104th LN NE 
Blaine, MN 5549 
763.450.9763 

1.2. Vegetation Restoration Consultant 
Natural Resource Services, Inc 
2885 Quail Road NE 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 
320.290.5363 

 and 

16425 W. State Route 90 
Princeville, IL 61559 

1.3. Project Description 
The proposed Connexus Landfill project is a 4.125 MW AC project planned for 
approximately 26.21 acres of solar footprint in Anoka County, Ramsey, Minnesota.  
Tracker-style panels with approximately 24” ground clearance at max tilt and above-
ground drivelines are planned.  

Some tree removal will be set forth to avoid hindering the productivity of solar panels. An 
existing tree line on the northern, eastern, and parts of the western end of the site will 
provide vegetative screening. One wetland has been delineated and identified within the 
fenced project area. The site will be planted with a fully-native pollinator mix to achieve the 
Habitat Friendly Solar status as defined by the Board of Water and Soil Resources.1 An 
uncommon MN native plant species, creeping juniper, has also been identified on site. Any 
possible future herbicide applications will be done so in a manner to maintain a 5-foot 
buffer around this species. 

1.4. VMP Use and Objectives 
The VMP was written to provide a brief overview and description of the project and to act 
as a guide for vegetation installation and management.  It has been custom-written based 
on information known at the time of writing. The VMP should be treated as a living 
document and adjusted as additional information about the site is gathered both pre and 
post construction. A qualified native vegetation contractor with a history of success 
working on native vegetation restorations should be contracted to implement the 
procedures outlined in this document and to provide feedback and suggestions for the 
VMP during the lifespan of the project.   
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___________________________ 

1https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216B.1642 

2. Site Information 
2.1. Site Location  

The Connexus Landfill project site is located on the west side of the intersection of 
Sunwood Dr. NW and Sunfish Lake Blvd NW. It is found approximately 1.25 miles to the 
northeast of the Mississippi River and less than ¼ of a mile to the West of Sunfish Lake in 
Ramsey township. The GPS coordinates of Connexus Landfill are 45.236828, -93.429691. 
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2.2. Map of Array Layout 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3. Site Conditions 
A review of historical aerial photos shows that a majority of the site has been minimally 
disturbed over the past 30 years. Over time, the presence of trees and shrubs has grown 
and the delineated wetlands can be observed. A review of the soils on the USDA/NRCS 
Web Soil Survey shows excessively drained soils; 55% of the site is ecologically classified 
as Hubbard loamy sand, 35% as a gravel-Udipsamments complex, and the remaining 10% 
as Nymore loamy coarse sand.  
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3. Overview of Vegetation Establishment and Management 
3.1. Vegetative Goals 

The primary vegetative goal is to establish permanent vegetation that does not interfere 
with solar production. This solar site is being planted with 100% native species. The species 
chosen produce an emphasis on native pollinator habitat to achieve and maintain the 
Habitat Friendly Solar status. 

3.2. Contribution of Native Habitat on Solar Sites 
Economical production of power is the foremost goal of solar sites. There is a parallel 
opportunity to provide critically important native pollinator-friendly habitat throughout the 
array while capitalizing on the long-term low maintenance needs of native vegetation.  

Establishing prairies and other native plant communities within the confines of solar sites 
provides a tremendous opportunity to restore ecosystems that have been severely 
degraded or eliminated across all areas of the country. 

Native plants have profound root systems, many reaching 12 or more feet deep into the 
soil. Rainwater follows those roots into the ground, helping to reduce water runoff and 
promote the drainage of standing water into an aquifer. Those deep roots also stabilize the 
soil, preventing erosion from rain and wind. The plants provide seeds for songbirds, cover 
for game birds and, of course, provide blossoms and host plants for our beloved butterflies 
and other nectar-loving insects.  

Native grasses and forbs will 
be selected based on their 
ecological appropriateness to 
the specific conditions of this 
site, with consideration to their 
mature height to not interfere 
with panel productivity. These 
species will not require 
irrigation, fertilizer, or other 
soil amendments. 

The contribution to habitat 
restoration cannot be 
overstated given the acreage 
impacted and lifespan of the 
project. 
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3.3. Vegetation Installation Overview 
The native mix planned for this array is selected for ecological appropriateness to the soil 
types, moisture, and conditions as well as the mature plant height of 24” to 36” so as to not 
interfere with panel productivity. The habitat provides low-maintenance vegetation that 
won’t require fertilizer, amended soils or irrigation on this site.  

It is important to note that the species selected for this site are based on their ability to 
successfully establish from seed and thrive within the unique conditions found on solar 
sites. From a practical standpoint, the species contained in these mixes are generally 
available in the marketplace and, as a whole, have reasonable price points. Ultimately, the 
list consists of well-performing, workhorse species coupled with smaller amounts of more 
unique species for a robust mixture. 

3.4. Vegetation Management Overview 
Maintenance plays a vital role in the eventual success of any native landscape installation, 
especially during the establishment period of years one through three.  Active management 
is similar in all areas of the project site. All areas of the site are inspected annually followed 
by maintenance necessary to encourage healthy native species while discouraging non-
native/invasive species. During the growing season of the first year of establishment, the 
site shall be inspected a minimum of three times.  
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4. Vegetation Installation Procedures 

4.1. Site Inspections and Monitoring 

Site inspections and monitoring throughout the installation process are vital to continually 
assess site conditions and determine what procedures are needed and the timing of those 
procedures.  The pre-construction site inspection is particularly important to determine the 
need for any herbicide application or mowing prior to soil preparation and seeding. 

4.2. Site Preparation Herbicide Application 

A site preparation herbicide application, if deemed necessary, should be performed by a 
licensed, qualified contractor using appropriate herbicides to kill all actively growing 
weeds on the project site. Typically, only glyphosate herbicide is necessary, but if certain 
perennial weed species are present such as Canada thistle, a broadleaf additive may be 
necessary. The contractor should carefully select an herbicide with a short soil residual, 
such as Garlon 3A, to minimize the impact on germination of the permanent seeding.  The 
vegetation should not be disturbed for a minimum of 14 days after an herbicide application 
to allow time for effective weed elimination.  

4.3. Site Preparation Mowing 

Site preparation mowing may be required to reset vegetative growth to prepare for an 
herbicide application. Additionally, site preparation mowing may be needed to cut and 
mulch vegetation to simplify the soil preparation and seeding process. 

4.4. Soil and Seedbed Preparation 

Soil and seedbed preparation is vital to the success of any planting.  Disking and harrowing 
(or raking) the site is common and extremely effective. If extreme compaction is present on 
site, a ripper may be needed to mitigate the compaction. The seedbed should be relatively 
smooth and firm prior to seeding. Soil that is too clumpy or too fluffy may result in seeds 
being planted too deep in the soil to germinate and survive. 

4.5. Seed and Seeding 

 A custom native pollinator seed mix has been designed for use on this project and is found 
in Section 8. Seeding will be completed through broadcasting by using a mechanical 
spreader appropriate for the specified seed mixes. Large and fluffy seeds (such as most 
grasses and cover crop) should be broadcast first and then lightly harrowed/raked into the 
soil. Following the harrowing, small seeds (such as most forbs, sedges, and rushes) should 
be broadcast on top of the soil.  
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4.6. Erosion control  

Erosion control measures should be implemented as required after permanent seeding is 
completed. 

 

5. Vegetation Management Procedures 
5.1. Adaptive Management 

An adaptive management strategy is vital to the success of any project, but especially so 
for native pollinator restorations. Adaptive management consists of continual monitoring 
and adjusting maintenance strategies based on the site conditions in order to achieve the 
best outcomes. No two sites are exactly the same and responding to changing site 
conditions, weed pressures, weather, and a multitude of other variables is essential to the 
success of the planting.   

5.2. Complete Site Maintenance Mowing 
Complete site maintenance mowing consists of mowing the entire project area during the 
growing season, including trimming as appropriate around equipment or in inaccessible 
areas. Complete site maintenance mowing is implemented primarily during the 
establishment phase of the restoration (years 1-3) for several reasons. First, if a closed 
canopy of vegetation develops, mowing is implemented to knock back the taller vegetation 
and allow sunlight to reach the native seedlings below. Second, if weed species are present 
and actively nearing their seed set, mowing is implemented to prevent those weeds from 
producing viable seed. Third, vegetation has become tall enough to shade the panels or 
impact other solar equipment on site and must be cut down. 

5.3. Integrated Vegetation Maintenance 
Integrated vegetation maintenance or IVM is a method using a combination of targeted 
mowing/trimming and herbicide application aimed at reducing or eliminating weed species 
and promoting the desired vegetation. IVM can also include grazing, haying, and other 
maintenance options as appropriate. IVM is implemented starting towards the end of the 
2nd full growing season typically and is used throughout the life of the project. 3 IVM visits 
are typical on most sites until year 5 when a reduction to 1-2 visits per year can be made if 
site conditions allow. 

5.4. Dormant Mowing 
Dormant mowing is a type of complete site mow implemented when vegetation is not 
actively growing on site. This method is typically performed in early spring or fall.  
Oftentimes, dormant mows are completed in the fall to mulch up dead vegetation and 
encourage decomposition. This practice also has a dual purpose of cleaning up the site to 
make electrical maintenance easier and to reduce the chance of accidental fire. 
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6. Vegetation Installation and Management Timeline 
6.1. Site Prep and Installation Phase 

Site Preparation: 

1. Prior to the start of construction, a cover crop may be seeded to aid in erosion 
control, soil moisture management, and weed suppression. 

2. Inspection of the project area to assess site conditions and determine the need for 
any site prep mowing or spraying activities. 

3. If necessary, an herbicide application will be completed using glyphosate (Round-
up® or equivalent) as per manufacturer’s directions in areas with actively growing 
vegetation. Allow a minimum of 14 days before disturbing the soil or completing 
seeding activities.  

4. When perennial broadleaf vegetation is present a triclopyr herbicide will be added 
(Garlon 3A® or equivalent) as per manufacturer’s directions. When a broadleaf 
herbicide is used allow a minimum of 30 days before disturbing the site or 
completing seeding. 

5. Depending on the density and type of undesirable vegetation present (i.e., annual 
vs perennial) a complete site mowing might be advisable in lieu of an herbicide 
application. For instance, if the site is dominated by Foxtail (an annual), mowing 
would be preferrable to an herbicide application.   

 

Soil Prep and Seeding: 

1. Construction debris, garbage, and building materials will be removed and/or 
staged outside the intended seeding areas. 

2. Disk soil within the project area in preparation for seeding. Harrow or rake the soil 
to achieve the proper seedbed. 

3. Broadcast the large and fluffy seed (mostly grasses) along with a cover crop of 
winter wheat or oats. 

4. Harrow or rake the soil to work the seed to a proper depth. 
5. Broadcast the small seeds (forbs, sedges, rushes, small grass seeds) on top of the 

soil. 
 
 
Installation Phase Maintenance 

If the site is seeded in the summer or early fall, 1-2 complete site mowings may be needed 
during this first partial growing season. 

6.2. Establishment Phase 
Year 1 is defined as the 1st full growing season for the vegetation. A recommendation of 3 
complete site mowings is most common for this phase. Depending on site conditions and 
vegetation growth, more or less may be needed. 
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Year 2 is the second full growing season. 3 total visits are typical with 2 complete site 
mowings and 1 Integrated Vegetation Maintenance visit the most likely combination.   

Year 3 typically requires 3 IVM site visits depending on vegetation status. 

6.3. Maintenance Phase 
Year 4 – 34.  During the maintenance phase, 2 IVM visits are typical. 

7. Monitoring 
Consistent project monitoring is essential to evaluate vegetative establishment, weed 
presence, and possible erosion concerns. This information helps determine which 
management procedures to utilize, the proper timing for those procedures, and whether 
any other remedial action is required such as reseeding or replanting. As the site’s 
vegetation matures, adaptive management should be utilized as previously described.  
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8. Seed Mix  

  
 

Central MN Sandy Native Mix 02.2025 
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9. Pollinator Scorecard 



  14 

10. Soils Maps 
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6. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 03/17/2025

  

Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Create a positive image for residential neighborhoods, business districts and key
corridors. 

Information
Title:
Arbor Month Planting Activity

Purpose/Background:
As members of the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) may know, in Minnesota, Arbor Day is always observed
on the last Friday in April.  Additionally, the month of May is recognized as Arbor Month.  This year, Staff from
the Planning Division and Parks and Recreation Division are coordinating a planting activity in recognition of
Arbor Day and Arbor Month.  This planting event serves multiple purposes.  First, it will satisfy the Arbor Day
planting requirement necessary if the City of Ramsey intends to apply for recertification as a Tree City USA. 
Secondly, this planting activity will represent the first step in starting to replace lost canopy cover as a result of
removing Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) infested ash trees from boulevard areas (7 EAB-infested ash trees were
removed from the boulevard area over the 2022-2023 winter).

The planting activity will take place on Wednesday, May 14, 2025, beginning around 6pm.  The tree planting
will take place along 145th Avenue NW, just east of Rhinestone Street, in The COR (see the attached Site
Location Map).  Staff still needs to complete an assessment of the site to determine how many suitable planting
locations exist along this boulevard (keeping in mind sufficient spacing between not only the trees themselves but
also streetlights, street signs, and hydrants, trying to avoid replanting in the exact same locations as the previous
trees, and staying out of the vision clearance triangle as defined in City Code Section 106-322), so that the correct
number of trees can be ordered.

The intention is to have members of both the EPB and the Parks and Recreation Commission actively participate
in this Arbor Month planting activity.  However, since this activity will occur outside the EPB's regular meeting
date, participation is optional.

Recommendation:
Staff would recommend EPB members plan to participate in the tree planting activity if available. 

Outcome/Action:
No action is needed. This is for informational purposes only.

Attachments
Site Location Map 

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Brian Hagen 03/13/2025 12:46 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 02/27/2025 03:23 PM
Final Approval Date: 03/13/2025 

https://library.municode.com/mn/ramsey/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH106ZOCO_ARTIIIGEPEST_S106-322VICLTR


Site Location Map: Arbor Month Planting
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