
           

City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, August 18, 2025

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

           
1. Call to Order   
 

2. Citizen Input   
 

3. Approve Agenda   
 

4. Approve Minutes   
 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes Dated May 19, 2025 
 
5. Policy Board Business   
 

1. Continued Discussion on Exterior Solid Fuel-Fired Heating Devices 
 

2. Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of the Preliminary Plat for Brookside Terrace
(Project No. 25-113); Case of Brookside Construction Inc. 

 
6. Board/Staff Input   
 

7. Adjournment   
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


4. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/18/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes Dated May 19, 2025 

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to approve the Environmental Policy Board minutes from the May 19, 2025 meeting. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the May 19, 2025 meeting minutes. 

Outcome/Action:
Motion to approve the May 19, 2025 meeting minutes. 

Attachments
Meeting Minutes Dated May 19, 2025

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Kalia Lor 08/14/2025 02:59 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/11/2025 01:52 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/14/2025 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  

CITY OF RAMSEY 

ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

On Monday, May 19, 2025, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council Chambers 

at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

Members Present: Chairperson Melissa Fetterley 

   Board Member Reid Bernard 

   Board Member Nick Burgess 

   Board Member Thomas Hagerty 

   Board Member Paula Houts 

   Board Member Laura Moore 

   Board Member Hassan Salami 

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Also Present:  Senior Planner Chris Anderson 

   City Councilmember Eric Peters 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Fetterley called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

None. 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Motion by Board Member Bernard and seconded by Board Member Burgess to approve the agenda 

as submitted. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Members Bernard, Burgess, Hagerty, 

Houts, Moore, and Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated April 21, 2025 

 

Motion by Board Member Moore and seconded by Board Member Bernard to approve the regular 

meeting minutes dated April 21, 2025. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Members Moore, Bernard, Burgess, 

Hagerty, Houts, and Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 
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5.01: Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Site Plan for Taco Bell (Project No. 25- 

 109); Case of Border Foods, LLC 

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He reported that the City has received an 

application from Border Foods, LLC for consideration of a Site Plan for Taco Bell, to be located 

at the southeast corner of Armstrong Boulevard and Bunker Lake Boulevard. 

 

Board Member Moore asked if the yellow outline is just the Taco Bell site or the whole site. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that Taco Bell would be the northern portion, while the yellow 

line represents the three parcels. 

 

Board Member Moore stated that there is a significant amount of tree cover in the portion of the 

plat closest to the roundabout and asked if there is a plan to save any of those trees. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that there would not be much tree removal as a part of this, noting 

that most of the removal work previously occurred, noting additional comments will be provided 

during case two. 

 

Chairperson Fetterley asked if a different type of fence could be used that would provide more of 

a sound barrier for the drive-through from the busy road. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that the applicant could choose to do so, but there is nothing in 

the City Code that would require that.  He stated that the fence would need to be decorative or 

match the building, which can add a significant cost to a project.  He noted that there would be a 

consistent fence along all three parcels to make it look more uniform.   

 

Chairperson Fetterley asked and received confirmation that the trees shown would be on the 

outside of the fence. 

 

Motion by Board Member Salami and seconded by Board Member Moore to recommend approval 

of the natural resources elements of the Site Plan. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Members Salami, Moore, Bernard, 

Burgess, Hagerty, and Houts.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

5.02: Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of Bunker Lake Crossing Subdivision  

 (Project No. 25-105); Case of Capital Real Estate, Inc. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He reported that the City has received an 

application from Capital Real Estate Inc. for consideration of a Final Plat for Bunker Lake 

Crossing, a three-lot subdivision located south of Bunker Lake Boulevard, north of Sunwood 

Drive, and east of Armstrong Boulevard.  Typically, landscaping is reviewed as part of a Site Plan, 

however, the applicant has essentially designed the layout and landscaping for two of the three lots 

in the subdivision. 

 

Board Member Houts asked how large the outdoor seating area would be. 
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Senior Planner Anderson replied that there would be enough space for two to four tables.  He 

provided additional explanation on the request to place some trees in that area to provide screening 

and shade. 

 

Councilmember Peters asked if this site would have irrigation. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that he is unsure.  He stated that the City Code does not require 

irrigation, but if irrigation is used, it must have both a rain sensor and some other form of water 

efficient technology.  He went on to state that the tree and shrub plantings do require a two year 

maintenance warranty.   

 

Motion by Board Member Burgess and seconded by Board Member Salami to recommend 

approval of the natural resources aspects of this subdivision. 

 

Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Members Burgess, Salami, Bernard, 

Hagerty, Houts, and Moore.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  None. 

 

6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 

 

• Wood Boilers  

 

Senior Planner Anderson noted that staff reached out to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

(MPCA) to seek out an individual who could attend an EPB meeting to discuss outdoor wood 

boilers in greater detail. Coincidentally, the MPCA is currently seeking to fill this position, and 

until it is filled, they would not have anyone available to attend a meeting, which is why the item 

was not back on the agenda. 

 

• Spring Recycling Event 

 

Senior Planner Anderson reported that about 450 vehicles were serviced at the event.  Staff have 

not yet received the tonnage data, but it is safe to say this was another successful recycling event. 

 

Board Member Moore asked if the City is pursuing the option of having cardboard recycling year-

round rather than just at the holidays. 

 

Senior Planner Anderson replied that concept was discussed but it was determined that it would 

not make sense to spend funds on a dumpster when ACE has a dropped off dumpster available for 

that purpose down the road.  He recognized that the City dumpster used around the holidays does 

get a lot of use.   

 

Councilmember Peters noted that Coon Rapids also has a recycling center that is available to 

everyone, and appliances can be dropped off at the appliance store in Anoka at no cost. 

 

• Arbor Month Planting Recap 
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Senior Planner Anderson provided a recap of the Arbor Month events.  He also provided details 

on the upcoming rain barrel and compost bin distribution event. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Board Member Moore and seconded by Board Member Bernard to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Chris Anderson 

Senior Planner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________ 

JoAnn Shaw 

Community Development Secretary 

 

 

Drafted by Amanda Staple 

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

 



5. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/18/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Continued Discussion on Exterior Solid Fuel-Fired Heating Devices 

Purpose/Background:
In April of this year, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) received an update on outdoor wood boilers, also
known as exterior solid fuel-fired heating devices.  As the Board may recall, Staff was going to attempt to invite a
representative from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) to attend a future EPB to provide a
high-level overview of these devices, some of the concerns that can arise from their use, and touch on regulations
that other communities have adopted to reduce potential nuisance issues from arising.  The position within the
MPCA that would address these types of inquiries is still vacant, which is why this item hasn't been back to the
EPB since April.  However, Staff has been in contact with one of the Air Policy Planners with the MPCA, who
has agreed to attend this evening's meeting to present information on outdoor wood boilers. 

As a reminder, the City's only regulations pertaining to outdoor wood boilers at this time include: 
A setback of seventy-five (75) feet from property lines.
They cannot be located in the front yard.
Restrictions on materials that cannot be used or burned, including: grass, leaves, oils, rubber, plastics, tires,
railroad ties, construction debris, and painted or chemically treated materials such as treated lumber,
composite shingles, tar paper, insulation composition board, sheetrock, wiring, paint, and hazardous and
industrial solid waste.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Since the time this topic was introduced to the EPB, Staff did research whether mechanical permits had been
applied for and obtained for the parcels in the neighborhood where the concern was most recently raised.  Staff
confirmed that of the three (3) properties in the neighborhood where the concern was raised, only one had
obtained a mechanical permit.  However, it is unknown when the other two units were installed (prior to 2005,
there were no specific regulations pertaining to these devices).

Staff did reach out to both Elk River and Andover to inquire whether either community allows these devices and,
if so, whether they have any regulations or standards pertaining to them.  Elk River has stated that they do not
have any regulations related to outdoor wood boilers, but their City Code does not specifically prohibit them. 
Furthermore, their staff stated they know of at least several properties that have them and these tend to be larger
parcels (although they weren't able to say just how large the properties are).  Likewise, Andover does not have
any regulations pertaining to outdoor wood boilers.  They stated that it would require a mechanical permit and that
smoke would be subject to their City Code standards regarding public nuisances. 

Recommendation:
At this time, Staff's only recommendation would be to potentially consider modifying City Code Section 106-334
to specify what can be burned in these devices (clean, dry wood and/or pellets, per the manufacturer's
specifications) rather than trying to capture all materials that cannot be burned in them. 

Outcome/Action:
Based on discussion. 



Based on discussion. 

Attachments
City Code Section 106-334 (current regulations in City Code)
EPA Burn Wise Program Information
EPA's Air Rules for Residential Wood Heaters
Information from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection on Outdoor Wood Boilers
Summary of Examples of Local Minnesota Ordinances Related to Outdoor Wood Boilers
City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes Dated February 25, 2025

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Kalia Lor 08/14/2025 02:59 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/07/2025 03:30 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/14/2025 





EPA Burn Wise Program 
 
Hydronic heater basics 
Hydronic heaters, or outdoor wood boilers, are typically located outside in small 

sheds with short smokestacks. They burn wood, which heats either water or water-

antifreeze, which sends the heat and hot water through pipes into nearby buildings, 

such as homes, barns and greenhouses. However, hydronic heaters may be located 

indoors and may use other biomass for fuel, such as corn or wood pellets. 

 

Source: Hearth, Patio and Barbecue Association (HPBA) 

  

Although most units are designed to burn dry, seasoned wood, some people use them 

to burn green wood, which generates much more smoke and is less efficient. Other 

people burn household trash or treated wood, which not only release harmful 

chemicals and pollution, but is against federal law. 

  

Unqualified or uncertified hydronic heaters can be substantially dirtier and less 

efficient than most other home heating technologies. With their smoldering fires and 

short smokestacks (usually no more than six to ten feet tall), hydronic heaters can 

create heavy smoke and release it close to the ground, where it can linger and expose 

people to nuisance conditions and health risks. EPA-certified models are the cleanest 

models available. 
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EPA’s Air Rules for Residential Wood Heaters  

Summary of Requirements for Wood-fired Hydronic Heaters  

SUMMARY OF ACTION 

On February 3, 2015, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) updated its clean air 

standards for residential wood heaters to make new heaters significantly cleaner and improve 

air quality in communities where people burn wood for heat. The updates, which are based on 

improved wood heater technology, strengthen the emissions standards for new woodstoves, 

while establishing the first-ever federal air standards for previously unregulated new wood 

heaters, including outdoor and indoor wood-fired boilers (also known as hydronic heaters), 

indoor wood-fired forced air furnaces, and single burn-rate woodstoves. The final rule, known 

as New Source Performance Standards (NSPS), will phase in emission limits over a five-year 

period, beginning this year. The standards apply only to new wood heaters and will not affect 

wood heaters already in use in homes. 

ABOUT HYDRONIC HEATERS  

 Wood-burning hydronic heaters (also called outdoor wood boilers) are usually located 

outside the buildings they heat, in small sheds with short smokestacks. These units typically 

burn wood to heat liquid (water or a combination of water and antifreeze) that is circulated 

through pipes to provide heat and hot water to buildings such as homes, barns and 

greenhouses. Hydronic heaters sometimes are located indoors, and sometimes, they use 

other biomass as fuel (such as corn or wood pellets). EPA estimates that nearly 14,000 

wood-fired hydronic heaters will be sold this year. 

 Hydronic heaters previously were not covered by EPA’s air emissions standards. Use of 

these heaters has increased in some areas of the country in recent years, leading to 

concerns about the health effects of the smoke they produce. In 2007, EPA launched a 

voluntary program to encourage manufacturers to make hydronic heaters cleaner. 

 Through the voluntary Hydronic Heater Program, manufacturers have redesigned some 

models to make new units available to consumers that are 90 percent cleaner on average 

than unqualified models, based on laboratory testing.  

REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW, CLEANER HYDRONIC HEATERS 

 Today’s final rule builds on the voluntary program to ensure that all new wood-fired 

hydronic heaters will be cleaner, establishing particle pollution emissions limits for these 

heaters in two steps. Particle pollution (also called particulate matter or PM) is a major 

constituent of wood smoke. 
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o Step 1: The Step 1 PM emissions limit, effective in 2015, is identical to the current 

qualifying level for EPA’s voluntary Hydronic Heater Program. Most models that were 

“Phase 2” qualified (using EPA Method 28WHH) under the voluntary program 

automatically will be certified as meeting the Step 1 limit. This will reduce potential the 

potential for testing delays. 

 To ease the transition to cleaner heaters, EPA’s final rule will allow hydronic heater 

retailers sell their existing inventory until December 31, 2015. After that date, heaters 

sold at retail must meet the Step 1 emissions limit in the final rule. 

 

o In Step 2 (2020), hydronic heaters will have to meet stronger emissions limits (see table 

below). 

o The rule does not apply to heaters that are fueled solely by gas, oil or coal. 

Emissions Limits and Compliance Deadlines for Hydronic Heaters 

Step PM Limit Compliance Date 

Step 1   0.32 pounds per million Btu 
heat output (weighted 
average), with a cap of 18 
grams per hour for individual 
test runs. 

 Limit is for crib testing. If 
tested with cordwood, 
emissions test method must 
be approved, and stoves 
must meet crib wood limit. 

60 days after final rule is 
published in the Federal 
Register 

Step 2  0.10 pounds per million Btu 
heat output for each burn 
rate 

 Alternative limit: 0.15 pounds 
per million Btu heat output 
for each burn rate. If tested 
with cordwood; method must 
be approved. 

5 years after the final rule is 
published (2020) 

 

DETERMINING COMPLIANCE 

 To improve compliance and consumer confidence, the final standards require testing and 
certification by internationally accredited laboratories and certification bodies. EPA will 
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review the test results and make them available to consumers on a website. 
 

 Wood-burning hydronic heaters sold in the United States will be required to have a 

permanent label indicating they are EPA-certified to meet emission limits in the final rule. 

This label will signal to consumers that the heater meets EPA standards. 

 Each model line subject to the rules will be required to demonstrate compliance through 

performance testing, similar to requirements of the 1988 wood stove regulations. Under 

that certification program, manufacturers have one representative appliance tested by an 

accredited laboratory to demonstrate compliance for an entire model line. This is a 

commonly used approach and will minimize testing costs for manufacturers. 

 The final rule also includes test methods that manufacturers will have to use to determine 

PM emissions and demonstrate compliance for each emissions limit in the rule. Based on 

public comment on the proposed rule and additional review, EPA has determined that the 

agency does not yet have sufficient data to require hydronic heaters to be tested using fires 

that burn cordwood (split wood) at this time. Instead, manufacturers will be required to test 

emissions using fires that burn lumber assembled in standardized configurations known as 

“cribs” – the same type of testing used for the 1988 woodstove standards.  

 EPA believes emissions testing using cordwood is important, because it presents a more 

realistic picture of emissions from wood heaters in daily use. The agency will allow 

manufacturers to test emissions using cordwood both for the 2015 (Step 1) and the 2020 

(Step 2) emissions limits. Manufacturers choosing to test with cordwood will be required to 

have EPA approval of the test method. 

 In addition, to encourage further development of cordwood test methods, EPA is including 

an alternative Step 2 emissions limit based on cordwood testing. Manufacturers may test 

using either cribs or cordwood in Step 2, and must meet the limit corresponding to the type 

of test they choose. (Manufacturers testing with cordwood for Step 1 must meet the same 

emissions limit as those testing using cribs.) 

 Any manufacturer that tests hydronic heaters using cordwood will be allowed to use a 

special EPA label that will recognize that emissions from cordwood testing more closely 

reflect likely emissions from in-home use. Use of this label is voluntary. 

For additional information 

 For additional information about today’s final rule, including the text of the rule and 

additional fact sheets, visit: http://www2.epa.gov/residential-wood-heaters . 

 

http://www2.epa.gov/residential-wood-heaters
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Ê�	i������	
�������� J�J �j�j D����	����������	H�����Q	��V���F	D���\�	��	�H�Z����F	S�����F	S�����	L�������I L���	������I L������	Q��	����R����	��Q�	�U������I L���	������I G��	��	�����	��	�	R�����	��������F	���	���	�R�������	��������Q	��	�����	�Z�\�F	��U����	��Z��F	Q��	���	����F	��	�������F	��	������������	����������	���	����	��	�	������	��	�������	�H�	����	�	R�����	��������I S��Z���	Z��	��	��������	���	��V����	����	��	R���H����	�����	�������V�	����I L���	������I TU�����Q	����\�	��	����Q������	���������	����\�	�H���	��	��Z�V��	��	��R�����	E��H��	�	Z���H�	��	������I L���	������I _�������	��	Z���	�Z������	���������	��������	��	TS[	���	b
 ����Z�Z	����\	H��QH�	��	�Jh	���Z	Q�����	��V��I		����Z�Z	����\	H��QH�	��	�E�����Q�	E��H	����	�H��	�ch	��	�R��	�R���	���E���	�����	��	Jh	���V�	�H�	H�QH���	����	���V�����	��	��]�����Q	R��R������I D���\�	��	�H�Z����	Z���	��	�����������	��	E��H�����	H�QH	E����	��	��H��	�������	���Z����F	��	Z������	��	���������	Z����	E��H	�	Z���Z�Z		�k	����I
l������E�	
�������� JJmF	�Z����	GHI	��	��	�H�	����	����	��	�������	GHI	��F	D��I	�I	[������	�K	e����������F	���	�����Q	e�V�����	�K	M��������	D��I	���ccjK	
���	e�V���RZ���	���	PZR��V�Z����K	
������	l����������Q	X������I		 ���j 
������	E����������Q	������I	 T�����	R�����	H����HF	������F	���	Q������	E������	��	����������	E��H	�H�	��������	��ZR��H����V�	R���	��	�H�	����	���	E��H	���R���	��V���RZ���	Q����I [RR����	��	������������	��	�R�������I		e���	���	�������	�����������	�����	���	��������	����	���	�������	�������	��	�	R��Z���	���������	���������	��	�������Q	���	����	��	R��V���	H���	��	�H��	�������QI [��	�����	R��H������I [��	�����	R��H������I [��	�����	R��H������I[��	�����	R��H������I [��	�����	R��H������I [��	�����	R��H������I [��	�����	R��H������I [��	�����	R��H������I [��	�����	R��H������I



���������	
����	
���������	�	�������	�	��������	���� ��	��	��

��� 	!��"	#�$%	�&	&'(�$)$*+ ,'(�$)$*+	-./0+' 1+)' 2+3�$���&$4 5.'6&4+7			2+*#)')��&$ 866#�*)0�#�� 7	9:*#.4�&$4 5'&"�0���&$4 -.�4)$*+	;+3+'+$*+ 5+'/��4	'+<.�'+( =�/��	��/+	!"+$	)##&!+( 8((���&$)#	'+<.�'+/+$�4	3&'	9:�4��$>	?$��4 @$4�)##)��&$	A6+*�3�*)��&$4 9/�44�&$	=�/��474�)$()'(4 A�)*%7�"�/$+ 		B+�>"� �"�/$+ 7			A�)*%	�&$4�'.*��&$	5'&6+'��+4
C����	
�������� D����	EFG	HIJ	KLM	����	N��O������	���	N���������G	P������	KLJ��	�	KLJKKM	Q�����R	��	P����	�����	��	ST������	P����	����������	U�����R	V�O����	���	P����	����	P����R�J ���� ST������	�����	����������	I�����R	��O���G	H����	����	������G	N�����	��������J N��W���	��	���	�������	�������G	�I��RI	W��I��������	���J ST������	R������RG	���X��R	�WW�������G	I���	R��������R	�����	������	�I�	�������R	����	���	I�Y��	��	���Y��	I���������G	������������	�����G	������������	����O�����G	���J Z��	W��������	������	��	���	��IG	����G	O�W���G	�����G	�Y�X�G	��	��	W��I������[	��	W��	D����	F\G	P��J	�]�J�̂�		�NHZ	��R��������	���	���������	�WW��J P��_���	��	W�����	��������	W��I��������J		 Q������R	W��Y��	��������J �̀��	������J �̀��	������J �̀��	������J P��	aJ ����Y�Y	��	�]b		���O�	R�����	��O�� ����	��	�����������	��������R	��	Y������������b	�W������������	���	Y���	��	Y������	��	���������	Y����	c��I	�	Y���Y�Y	�b	��������	����	���Y����J
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2.01: Outdoor Wood-Burning Boiler Discussion 

 

Community Development Director Hanson reviewed the Staff report in regard to the outdoor 

wood-burning boilers and their effects on the air quality.  

 

Councilmember Riley asked if the property in question meets the City regulations for these boilers.  

 

Community Development Director Hanson said yes.  

 

Councilmember Specht asked if there is a lot size requirement for these boilers.  

 

Community Development Director Hanson said no. She shared that these boilers have been a 

concern of the EPA and MPCA and they set strict regulations in 2020 about new furnaces in homes. 

She noted that these regulations only affected new furnaces and nothing can be done about old 

ones.  

 

Mayor Heineman shared that he met with the resident who expressed concern with this and when 

he drove out to his property he noticed the strong smoke smell. He said that while he is not a fan 

of adding regulations, he would like to find a happy medium so both of these neighbors can be 

happy.  

 

Councilmember Buscher agreed. She added that she would like them to look into what the cost 

difference would be between using these boilers and not. She shared that she reviewed the model 

ordinance from the MPCA as well as other ordinances from other cities and she noticed that a lot 

of cities require insulation of new outdoor burners. She added that some cities also regulate the 

chimney heights to ensure the smoke would be extending past the highest peak of the house and is 

out above the homes in the area. She asked if they had spoken to the homeowner who has the boiler 

that another resident shared concerns with.  

 

City Administrator Hagen explained that they have not reached out and he does not see why they 

would since they are not violating any City codes.  

 

Mayor Heineman asked if police and fire noticed any strong smoke smells when they visited the 

property.  

 

City Administrator Hagen shared Fire Chief Kohner had been out to the property and they looked 

for signs of construction materials or other materials being burned and he was not able to find any. 

He said if they are caught burning unauthorized materials, they would have to put it out 

immediately.  

 

Councilmember Peters shared that when he visited this property the moment he got out of his 

vehicle he was hit with what smelled like burning chemicals. He said he would like to find a way 

to put people into compliance.  

 

Councilmember Specht asked if they could do some kind of grant for wood burning stoves.  

 



City Administrator Hagen said they could look into this.  

 

Councilmember Specht said he does not want to pass more regulations; however, this seems to be 

an issue that he would like to have taken care of.  

 

Community Development Director Hanson noted that they did have a grant program in the past 

for people updating their wood-burning stoves.  

 

Mayor Heineman shared that Minnesota residents can receive a discount on pellet stoves through 

the Stove Swap program.  

 

Councilmember Specht said they would not be able to force residents to replace their stoves.  

 

Mayor Heineman suggested they send a mailer to residents outlining this program as an option.  

 

Councilmember Peters added that they can also reiterate what can and cannot be burned in these 

boilers.  

 

Councilmember Specht asked how they would be able to prove if someone was burning an 

unauthorized material.  

 

Police Captain Frankfurth shared that if they get a call for a strong smoke smell, they will search 

around and try to determine which property it is coming from and if they determine that it needs 

to be investigated then the Fire Department can investigate on the property.  

 

Councilmember Riley stated he likes the idea of sending a reminder to the residents about the 

current wood-burning boiler ordinance and what materials they are and are not allowed to burn.  

 

Mayor Heineman asked if they could just target this communication to specific areas where it is 

an issue or if it would have to be City-wide.  

 

Community Development Director Hanson suggested putting this communication in the next 

Ramsey Resident.  

 

Parks and Assistant Public Works Director Riverblood shared that adding a flue section can help 

disperse the smoke that is produced, and this is a very cheap option.  

 

Councilmember Buscher agreed and reiterated that she would like to see more regulations around 

new boilers that are installed. She noted that another city has these boilers subject to their nuisance 

regulations.  

 

Councilmember Peters suggested having this reviewed by the EPB.  

 

Mayor Heineman shared that he would be supportive of having this reviewed by the EPB. He 

reiterated that he is not in favor of more regulations; however, he would like to show this concerned 



resident who brought this forward that Council and Staff are listening to this concern and looking 

for ways to make it better.  

 

The consensus of the Council was to direct Staff to prepare a communication for residents 

reminding them of the boiler ordinance and to have this reviewed by the EPB.  

 



5. 2. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/18/2025

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of the Preliminary Plat for Brookside Terrace (Project No. 25-113); Case
of Brookside Construction Inc. 

Purpose/Background:
The City has received an application from Brookside Construction Inc. (the "Applicant") for a proposed six (6)
lot single-family residential subdivision of the property generally known as 15156 Nowthen Boulevard (the
"Subject Property"). 

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Project Overview
The Subject Property is located at the northwest corner of the intersection of Nowthen Boulevard and 151st
Lane.  There is presently a single family home on the Subject Property. However, the Applicant intends to
demolish and remove the home and detached accessory building, along with abandoning the well.  The Subject
Property is zoned R-1A Single Family Residential, which requires lots to have a minimum width of 80 feet, a
minimum lot depth of 100 feet, and a minimum lot area of 10,000 square feet.  The Subject Property is guided as
Low Density Residential in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) and Minnesota Land Cover Classification System Information
(MLCCS)
The City's NRI does not identify any native plant communities on the Subject Property.  A portion of an Altered /
Non-Native Plant Community (deciduous woodland) does extend down into the northwest corner of the Subject
Property.  Based on the natural topography of the area, all drainage flows toward the northwest portion of the
Subject Property.  Thus, the Applicant's intent is to work with the natural topography as much as possible,
meaning that the stormwater basin will be positioned in the northwest corner, and will result in some tree loss.  

The MLCCS indicates two different land cover types, including 'Urban with Vegetative Cover' and 'Altered
Non-Native Deciduous Woodland'.

Finally, there are no wetlands or floodplains within the Subject Property.

Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan
The submittal did include a Tree Inventory and Preservation.  The site consists primarily of red cedar and mixed
oaks, with some scattered willows, maples, pines, and ash.  There are a total of 2,800 DBH inches of significant
trees on site and the inventory indicates that 1,006 DBH inches will be removed (equivalent to removing
approximately 36% of the significant tree DBH inches).  The percentage is actually lower though, as the trees
being removed for the stormwater basin are exempt from the removal threshold.  As proposed, this project will be
in full compliance with the City's tree preservation standards.  Staff did add a review comment to the Tree
Inventory and Preservation Plan noting that, depending on the timing of tree removal, precautionary steps may be
needed to protect against the introduction of Oak Wilt. 

Landscape Plan
The submittal is missing a Landscape Plan.  Typically, in the R-1A Single Family Residential District, the
required landscaping would consist of two (2) front yard trees, four (4) inches of topsoil over all areas disturbed



that are not going to be finished with impervious surfacing (e.g. house, driveway, walkways, etc.), and turf
establishment.  Existing trees preserved on site can offset planting requirements, assuming they are located in the
front yard.  However, while the site is certainly exceeding the minimum threshold of DBH inches retained on site,
none of the preserved trees will be in the front yard.  Staff will continue to work with the Applicant on the
Landscape Plan.
  

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this request are the Applicant's responsibilty. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the natural resources aspects of this project, contingent upon receipt of a Landscape
Plan compliant with City Code Section 106-470 (Residential Landscaping Standards). 

Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the natural resources aspects of the project, contingent upon receipt of a
Landscape Plan compliant with City Code Section 106-470 (Residential Landscaping Standards). 

Attachments
Site Location Map
Preliminary Plat
Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan with Redline Comments

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Kalia Lor 08/14/2025 02:59 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/06/2025 03:47 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/14/2025 
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Timing of Tree Removal

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 07/16/2025 10:46 AM
If tree removal occurs during the active oak wilt season, caution is needed to prevent the introducation of oak wilt on the property.  If the stumps are not going to be removed at the same time as the trees, they must be painted with a wound sealant or latex paint to create a barrier to prevent oak wilt spores from entering a stump and potentially moving through the root system to another oak tree that is being preserved.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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BROOKSIDE TERRACE TREE INVENTORY.pdf V1 - Changemark Notes ( 1 Note )

1  -  Timing of Tree Removal

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 07/16/2025 10:46 AM

If tree removal occurs during the active oak wilt season, caution is needed to prevent the 
introducation of oak wilt on the property.  If the stumps are not going to be removed at the same 
time as the trees, they must be painted with a wound sealant or latex paint to create a barrier to 
prevent oak wilt spores from entering a stump and potentially moving through the root system to 
another oak tree that is being preserved.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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