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CITY COUNCIL
CITYOFRAMSEY
ANOKA COUNTY

STATE OFMINNESOTA

TheRamsey CityCouncil conducted aregular meeting onTuesday, December 8, 2020, atthe
Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW, Ramsey, Minnesota.  

Members Present: Mayor JohnLeTourneau
Councilmember Mark Kuzma
Councilmember JeffMenth
Councilmember Debra Musgrove
Councilmember ChrisRiley
Councilmember DanSpecht

Members Absent: None

AlsoPresent:  CityAdministrator KurtisUlrich
Finance Director DianaLund
Police Chief JeffKaters
Public Works Superintendent Grant Riemer
Administrative Services Director Colleen Lasher
Deputy CityAdministrator Timothy Gladhill

1. CALL TOORDER

Mayor LeTourneau called theregular meeting oftheRamsey CityCouncil toorderat7:05p.m.,  
followed bythePledge ofAllegiance ledbyMayor LeTourneau.  

2. PRESENTATION

2.01: Recognize Mayor JohnLeTourneau andCouncilmember JeffMenth fortheirService
totheCityofRamsey

CityAdministrator Ulrich recognized Councilmember JeffMenth forhisservice ontheCity
Council andalsopresented himwithaplaque thanking himforhisservice ontheQuad Cities
Cable Communications Commission.  Herecognized Mayor JohnLeTourneau forhisservice as
Mayor, ontheCityCouncil, andasamember oftheEconomic Development Authority noting
thathiscontributions totalover20yearsofservice.    

TheCityCouncil andstaff thanked bothMayor LeTourneau andCouncilmember Menth fortheir
service andwish them bothwell intheir future endeavors.    

3. CITIZEN INPUT
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Justin Okeson, 14361 Potassium Street NW, stated thatheispresent tonight asacitizen ofRamsey.   
Hestated thathehasranhisbusiness inRamsey forthepasteightyears and isnowraising his
family inRamsey.  Hestated thathisconcerns arewith thefutureofRamsey andwhere the
community goesfromhere.  Heasked what theCitywilldowithCOVID regulations thatcontinue
tobepassed down fromGovernor Walz.  Heprovided background information onhimself andhis
experience intheMarines.  Hecommented thatuponreturning home fromtheMarines hefound
thathisskillsdidnotapply toregular lifeandtherefore triedcollege, which healsofound wasnot
forhim.  Hestated thatbecause ofthestruggles hefaced infinding ajob, hestarted hisown
businesses which wasalsoastruggle togetgoing.  Hestated thatby2018/2019 hisbusiness was
successful, andhewasatapointwhere hecould sellthebusiness, butthenCOVID hitandhurt
hisbusiness substantially.  Hestated thatheisexpressing theconcerns ofavast number ofpeople
inRamsey which iswhat thefuture willbeforthechildren inthecommunity.  Hereferenced an
article inalocalnewspaper which stated that96.67percent ofinfections could notbeprevented.   
Hestated thatitthenputs thequestion ontheimpacts thatarebeingmade totheeconomy,  
education, andchildren inorder toprotect theother3.24percent ofthepopulation.  Hestated that
hehasseen thissituation before withmandates ofwhocanthrive andwhocannot andwhocan
gather andwho cannot.  Heasked theCouncil what lineinthesandtheCitywilldrawandwhen
itwillbedrawn.  Herecognized that localgovernment isbyfarthemost important andasked when
theCityofRamsey will standupforitscitizens.  Hestated that justbecause something isalaw
doesnotmean itisajust lawandjustbecause something isaninstitution, doesnotmean itis a
justinstitution.  Hestated thathedoesnotexpect theCouncil toagree with him, butthepublic
deserves ananswer astowhen theCouncil willmake thatdecision andwhen thelinewillbedrawn.   
Heasked when theCitywould petition theGovernor ortell theGovernor that itwillnotenforce
further mandates.  Hestated thathedoesnotexpect theanswer tonight butdoeswant theanswer.    

Mayor LeTourneau thanked theresident forthethought heputintohiscomments andhisrealand
emotional message.  Heappreciated the inputandrecognized that theanswer cannot bemade
today.  Hestated that thevoiceoftheresident isheard, and theCouncil willwork tounderstand
thevoiceofthecommunity when working under theguidelines itisgiven.  Hestated thattosome
point thevoiceoftheCouncil canecho thoseconcerns.  Hestated that theCity isdoing thebest it
caninalotofwaysbutwillcontinue todetermine whatelsecanbedoneandshare theconcerns
ofresidents when speaking with legislators.  Hecommented that this isanongoing process that is
noteasyorpredictable andhasbeenachallenge.    

Councilmember Specht thanked theresident forhisservice tothecountry.  Hestated thatheagrees
withmany ofthecomments fromtheresident andwouldbehappy tomeetwithhimtodiscuss
ideasonsomeofthese mandates thatheconsiders unconstitutional.    

Councilmember Menth thanked theresident forhisservice.  Heasked what thebusiness is.  

Mr. Okeson replied thathisbusiness iscalled Yorfit andislocated onHighway 10.  

Mayor LeTourneau thanked Mr. Okeson forsharing hiscomments with theCouncil.  

Mr. Okeson stated thatmore people havediedearning thecivil liberties thanthose thathavedied
asthosecivil liberties aretaken away.  Hestated thathewillwant ananswer astowhen theline

CityCouncil / December 8, 2020
Page3of17



inthesandwillbedrawn.  Hestated thatitfeels that thecomments going tohigher levels of
government arenotbeing heard andwillnotbeheard until thepeople saynomore.    

4. APPROVE AGENDA

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Kuzma, toapprove theagenda as
presented.   

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Kuzma, Menth,  
Musgrove, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

5. CONSENT AGENDA

Motion byCouncilmember Menth, seconded byCouncilmember Riley, toapprove thefollowing
itemsontheConsent Agenda:  

5.01: Receive October Financial Reports – General Fund andEnterprise Funds
5.02: Receive Cash andInvestments forPeriod Ending October 31, 2020
5.03: Approve thefollowing Meeting Minutes:  

1) CityCouncil Work Session dated November 10, 2020
2) CityCouncil Regular dated November 10, 2020
3) CityCouncil Canvassing Board dated November 12, 2020
4) CityCouncil Special Work Session dated November 17, 2020
5) CityCouncil Work Session dated November 24, 2020
6) CityCouncil Regular dated November 24, 2020

5.04: Approve Business Licenses (includes 2021 renewals)  
5.05: Approve Rental Licenses
5.06: Approve Request toDeclare Surplus Property
5.07: Adopt Policies andProcedures forFederal Awards Administration
5.08: Adopt Resolution #20-287Approving CashDisbursements Made andAuthorizing

Payment ofAccounts Payable Invoicing Received During thePeriod ofNovember 19,  
2020 through December 2, 2020

5.09: Adopt Resolution #20-312Amending theAllocation ofCARES ActFunds forEconomic
Recovery Activities andResolution #20-313Amending theAllocation ofCARES Act
Funds toLocal Government Activities

5.10: Adopt Resolution #20-225Curbside Recycling Contract withACESolid Waste
5.11: Adopt Resolution #20-241Authorizing Final Payment toOmann Contracting Companies,  

Inc. forImprovement Project #19-03, Wood Pond HillsandChestnut Ridge Street
Reconstructions

th5.12: Adopt Resolution #20-266Providing Direction toLennar Related toRivenwick 4
Concept Plan (Project #20-134)  

5.13: Adopt Resolution #20-284Establishing Precinct andPolling Locations forthe2021
Election Year

5.14: Adopt Resolution #20-286Approving Release ofRightofRe-Entry Agreement; Caseof
PSDLLC
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5.15: Adopt Resolution #20-288Authorizing Final Payment to Dryden Excavating for
Improvement Project #19-10, Hedgehog Street Drainage Improvement

5.16: Adopt Resolution #20-289Approving Donation Agreement andAcquisition ofLot1,  
ndBlock1, Pineview Estates 2 Addition

5.17: Adopt Resolution #20-294Accepting Municipal Testing Proposals for2021 Pavement
Management Program Projects

5.18: Adopt Resolution #20-298Authorizing Partial Payment #5toParkConstruction for
Improvement Project #20-01, Variolite Street Reconstruction Project

5.19: Adopt Resolution #20-299Authorizing Partial Payment #2toHakanson Anderson
Associates for Improvement Project #20-07, NewPublic Works Facility

5.20: Adopt Resolution #20-300Authorizing Partial Payment #2toNorthland Concrete and
Masonry Company, LLCforImprovement Project #20-07, NewPublic Works Facility

5.21: Adopt Resolution #20-301Authorizing Partial Payment #2toMinnesota Utilities and
Excavating, LLCfor Improvement Project #20-07, NewPublic Works Facility

5.22: Adopt Resolution #20-302Authorizing Partial Payment #1toHerzog Coatings for
Improvement Project #20-07, NewPublic Works Facility

5.23: Adopt Resolution #20-303Authorizing Partial Payment #1toThornberg Steel for
Improvement Project #20-07, NewPublic Works Facility

5.24: Adopt Resolution #20-304Authorizing Partial Payment #2toThornberg Steel for
Improvement Project #20-07, NewPublic Works Facility

5.25: Adopt Resolution #20-305Authorizing Partial Payment #1toJacon LLCforImprovement
Project #20-07, NewPublic Works Facility

5.26: Adopt Resolution #20-306Authorizing Partial Payment #3toRJMConstruction for
Improvement Project #20-07, NewPublic Works Facility

5.27: Adopt Resolution #20-308Authorizing Local Road Improvement Program Grant
Application forRiverdale Drive Extension – Llama Street toBowers Drive, Improvement
Project #20-05

5.28: Adopt Resolution #20-309Extending Towing Services Agreement withNorthstar Towing
Services

5.29: Adopt Resolution #20-310Extending Animal Impound Services Contract withNorth
Metro Animal CareandControl

5.30: Adopt Resolution #20-311toApprove aPosition Reclassification
5.31: Adopt Resolution #20-296Hiring Temporary IceRinkAttendants

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Menth, Riley, Kuzma,  
Musgrove, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

6. PUBLIC HEARING

6.01: Public Hearing: Adopt Resolution #20-290Adopting theCity’s2021-2030Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP)  

Presentation

Finance Director Lund reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation toadopt the2021-2030
Capital Improvement Planasoutlined, noting thatthis isaforecasting toolandnotactual,  
committed projects andexpenditures.    
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Public Hearing

Mayor LeTourneau called thepublic hearing toorderat7:28p.m.  

Citizen Input

Aresident asked ifthis item isrelated toproperty taxes.    

Mayor LeTourneau noted thatthiscase isrelated totheCIPandthenextcasewilldealwith the
proposed 2021 budget and levy.  

Motion byCouncilmember Kuzma, seconded byCouncilmember Specht, toclose thepublic
hearing.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Specht, Menth,  
Musgrove, andRiley.  Voting No: None.  

Thepublic hearing wasclosed at7:30p.m.  

Council Business

Councilmember Musgrove commented thatshewasgladtoseetheHighway 10improvements
moved frompriority fivetopriority two.  Sherecognized that this isaworking document thatdoes
notauthorize funding butstated thatitisnicetoseetheproject changed toahigher priority.  

Motion byCouncilmember Kuzma, seconded byCouncilmember Menth, to Adopt Resolution
20-290Adopting the2021-2030Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).   

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Menth, Musgrove,  
Riley, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

6.02: Public Hearing on2021TaxLevies andGeneral Fund Budget
Adopt Resolution #20-291Adopting the2020, Payable 2021 Municipal TaxLevy
Adopt Resolution #20-292Adopting the2021General FundBudget
Adopt Resolution #20-293Adopting the2021Economic Development Authority
EDA) Budget

Presentation

Finance Director Lundreviewed thestaff reportandrecommendation toadopt Resolution #20-291
adopting the2020 payable 2021municipal taxlevies intheamount of $13,051,074; adopt
Resolution #20-292adopting the2021 general fundbudget intheamount of $14,383,348; and
adopt Resolution #20-293adopting the2021EDAbudget intheamount of $85,360.  
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Councilmember Musgrove stated thattherewerebotheightandfourpercent increases mentioned
inthepresentation andasked forclarification.    

Finance Director Lundreplied that theeightpercent increase wasrelated tothegeneral fundbudget
while thefourpercent increase was related totheproperty taxlevy.  

Councilmember Musgrove referenced theslide inthepresentation related toother funding sources
andasked ifthefranchise feewas included.  

Finance Director Lund replied that thefranchise feewasnot included asthat isnotpartofthe
general fundbudget.  Shereviewed theother funding sources which were included inthe
presentation.    

Public Hearing

Mayor LeTourneau called thepublic hearing toorderat7:50p.m.  

Citizen Input

thJeriann Palmer, 8251 154 LaneNW, referenced thefranchise feewhich shefeels ismore ofa
hostage feethatwillactually costhermoreannually.  Shestated thatpeople arehaving difficulties
because oftheimpacts ofCOVID anddoesnotlikethathertaxesareincreasing tosupport acost- 
of-living increase forstaff.  Shenoted thatshehasnotreceived acost-of-living increase infive
years.  Shereferenced thenew equipment andpublic works facility andasked iftheexpenditures
could bespread overmore years.  Sheasked howmany households thecost isbeing shared across.   
Shereferenced thenewproperties thathavebeen developed andhowthat isspread across the
years.  Shestated thatperhaps equipment purchases arepushed outuntil those homes arebrought
intothetaxbasetooffset thecost.    

Mayor LeTourneau thanked Ms. Palmer forhercomments.  Henoted that theCouncil has
discussed thistopiconmultiple occasions andhasdiscussed thequestions thatMs. Palmer brought
forward.  

Ms. Palmer recognized thatadditional personnel are necessary tokeepupwith theadditional
households thathavebeenadded butdidnotbelieve itappropriate toreceive acost-of-living
increase when many residents havenotbeen receiving costofliving increases andmany have
actually lost jobs.    

Mayor LeTourneau stated that theCouncil spent muchoftheworksession discussion tonight
related tostaff compensation andtherewasmuch debate onthat topic.  Hestated thathecannot
saytheCity isdoing itrightorwrong, buttheCouncil isattempting tomake thebestdecisions.    

Ms. Palmer stated thatshemoved toRamsey because itwasasmall andsleepy community but
over theyears thenoise levelhaschanged because oftheincreasing growth.  Shestated thatsheis
concerned that theCityhasperhaps lostwhat itwasintheprocess.    
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Mayor LeTourneau stated thathehears thecomments ofMs. Palmer andacknowledged that the
Council continues tohave discussions onthose topics inorder todetermine therightmix.    

Ms. Palmer commented thatperhaps theCitycould share information related togrowth with
residents.  

Finance Director Lund commented that thecapital expenditures, suchasequipment purchases, are
notfunded through thegeneral levy.    

Ms. Palmer stated thatshewould be interested toknow whathappens withequipment that is
replaced, whether itissold andhowthose funds areused.  

Mayor LeTourneau commented thatstaff attempts toreclaim whatcanbereclaimed onthe
equipment thathasbeenreplaced and/ortrade inthatequipment orsell it.  

Motion byCouncilmember Kuzma, seconded byCouncilmember Menth, toclose thepublic
hearing.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Menth, Musgrove,  
Riley, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

Thepublic hearing wasclosed at7:59p.m.  

Council Business

Mayor LeTourneau askedwhether themotion could betaken inoneactionorneeds tobeseparate
motions.  

Finance Director Lund confirmed that theactions could becompleted inonemotion.  

Councilmember Riley commented that thepreliminary levywasproposed atanincrease offive
percent andsince that timestaff andtheCouncil worked tolower that increase tofourpercent.  

thstCouncilmember Musgrove received thefundbalances dated September 30 andOctober 31,  
referencing thebalance inthepavement management fund.  Sheaskedhowmuch ofthat funding
hasbeenused thisyearandwhether itwould carry forward tothenextcycle foruseorcould be
usedtooffset thelevy.    

Finance Director Lund stated thatwhen thefranchise feewasestablished thebalance inthe
pavement management account wasusedtodetermine thenecessary funding thatwouldbeneeded
through thefranchise fee.  Sheconfirmed that thefunds areslated tobeused inafuture road
improvement project.  Sheexplained that isarestricted fundthatcanonlybeused forpavement
management.  Shestated thatonly thecrackseal fundswill remain inthegeneral fund budget.    
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Mayor LeTourneau referenced thestatement that thepavement management account isrestricted
andclarified thatmeans that thefunds inthataccount canonlybeused forpavement management
purposes.    

Councilmember Musgrove thanked Ms. Palmer forcoming forward tonight.  Shestated thatshe
attempted toshare similar concerns during thebudget discussions andcommented thatshe
believed thatMs. Palmer’scomments willhelp toprovide additional context forfuture discussions.  

Motion byCouncilmember Kuzma, seconded byCouncilmember Menth, to Adopt Resolution
20-291Adopting the2020, Payable 2021, Municipal TaxLevy; Adopt Resolution #20-292

Adopting the2021CityofRamsey General Fund Operating Budget; andAdopt Resolution #20- 
293Adopting the2021CityofRamsey Economic Development Authority Fund Budget.  

Further discussion:  Councilmember Specht thanked staffandthemembers oftheCouncil forthe
work todevelop thebudget.  Hethanked theresident forsharing hercomments asheshared similar
concerns.  Hereferenced thetaxcapacity rate, which allows theCitytospread thetaxes overa
larger population.  Mayor LeTourneau stated that theCitymonitors thetaxcapacity rate, asthat
reflects thevalueofthegrowth ofthecommunity.  Councilmember Musgrove stated thatshewill
notbesupporting this budget, even though staff didagreat job.  Shestated that theyareliving
within apandemic but isspending asthough itisnot.  Shecommented thatcitizens havebeen
burdened with thefranchise feewhich doesnoteven result inadecrease tothelevy.  Shefelt that
theCouncil should dobetter foritsresidents.  Mayor LeTourneau recognized that thefranchise
feesareanewaspect butwill fund therepairofroads, which continues tobeahighpriority ofthe
Cityandtheresidents.  Hestated that thismethod offunding willprovide thebestrateofreturn
fortheinvestment oftheresidents.    

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Kuzma, Menth, Riley, and
Specht.  Voting No: Councilmember Musgrove.  

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS

7.01: Adopt Resolution #20-297Providing fortheIssuance andSaleof $9,065,000General
Obligation Capital Improvement PlanBonds, Series 2020A andLevying aTaxforthe
Payment Thereof

Finance Director Lundreviewed thestaff reportandrecommendation toadopt Resolution #20-297
authorizing approval ofthesaleof $9,065,000ofGOCapital Improvement PlanBonds, Series
2020A asbonding wasoneoftherecommended funding sources identified intheCapital
Improvement PlanforthePublic Works Campus andagreed uponaftermuch discussion bythe
CityCouncil.    

Stacy Kvilvang, Ehlers, reported that thesaleoccurred thismorning with fourbidders andprovided
details onthesaleand lowest responsible bidder.  

Councilmember Riley commented that thiscomes inunder theamount planned which decreased
thelevyandisawinfortheCity.  
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Councilmember Musgrove stated thatwhen thedifferent funding sources were discussed, the
available balance wasnot included.  Shereferenced thestreetlight utility fund andasked ifmore
funds could havecome fromthat fundtosupport thisproject.  

Finance Director Lund replied that $250,000wastaken fromthatfund.  Sheexplained thatwhen
pulling fromdifferent funds, staffattempted todetermine therespective portion oftheproject that
could beallocated tothat fund.  Shenoted thateach fundhasitsownCIPneeds tobefunded in
thefuture.  

Councilmember Musgrove stated thatshewaspleased toseethefigures come inlower than
expected.  Sheasked andreceived confirmation that thedecrease tothedebtservice levywas
included inthepreviously approved case.  

Mayor LeTourneau stated that inthefunding discussions therewereconscious discussions and
decisions inorder todetermine theamount offunding thatwould beappropriate fromeach fund.    

Finance Director Lundexplained thatsheusedcalculations specific tothestaffing andequipment
atthepublicworks facility thatcould belegally attributed toeach fund.    

Motion byCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Kuzma, toAdopt Resolution #20- 
297Providing fortheIssuance andSaleof $9,065,000General Obligation Capital Improvement
PlanBonds, Series 2020A andLevying aTaxforthePayment Thereof.    

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Riley, Kuzma, Menth,  
Musgrove, andSpecht.  Voting No: None.  

7.02: Consider Action Reduce Interest Charged onDeferred Assessments DueUpon Sale
ofTractA, RLSNo. 119

CityAdministrator Ulrich reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation todeny thisrequest for
thereasons stated inthestaff report.  TheCityCouncil isabletoconsider thisrequest and
recommend adifferent approach ifdesired, however, ifitisthedecision toreduce theinterest
payments, consideration should begiven toapolicy thatwould cover similar situations inthe
future.    

Mayor LeTourneau invited anyresidents toprovide input.  

JoeKrekelberg, LinoLakes resident, spoke inrepresentation oftheHamilton/Holasek family.  He
stated thattheir family soldthe landtoConnections Church inSeptember asthatwould bealand
usethataligns with theshared faith andbeliefs ofthefamily.  Henoted thatwhen selling toa
church itisnotasprofitable asother typesofdevelopment would havebeen.  Hestated that inthe
process ofselling theproperty, thefamily learned ofan $89,000billowed totheCity fora $25,000
assessment issued in1989.  Hestated that thefamily was shocked toseethat interest hadbeen
collected, especially thatamount ofinterest.  Hestated that theprimary landowners, Mr. Hamilton
andMr. Holasek, have passed away andthefamilywasunaware that interest hadbeencharged.   
Hethanked Citystaff for theirassistance andconsideration onthismatter.  Hestated that they
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agree that theproperty benefited fromtheroad improvement andthe $25,000assessment istheir
responsibility.  Hestated that theyunderstand that theassessment isdueatclosing, asoutlined in
statute.  Hestated that theonlydocument thatspecifies interest was included inaresolution that
wascompleted prior totheuseoftheinternet.  Hestated that thefamily andstaff looked for
correspondence related totheinterest that would becharged andneither sidecould findsuch
correspondence.  Hestated that theresolution specified thattheassessment would bepaidwithin
theten-yearperiod, withequal installments andinterest charged over that ten-yearperiod.  Hedid
notseehowthatresolution applied tothisdeferment.  Hestated that there isalackof
documentation supporting this interest andthey disagree thatitwould beappropriate fortheCity
tofollow thisso-called process.  Hedidnotbelieve itanappropriate process tocontinue tocharge
interest for thisnumber ofyears without correspondence.  Hestated thatifthefamily would have
beenaware that interest wasaccruing atthatpercent, theywould havepaiditoff.  Hereferenced
therateatwhich theCity justbonded fordebt, atalmost seven percent lower than theinterest rate
hisfamily hasbeencharged for thepast30years.  Hestated thatafinancial institution could not
getawaywithcharging interest atthatrateandduration without itbeing welldocumented.  He
stated that thefamily isoffering afairoffer topaytheassessment with tenyearsofinterest, which
would beconsistent with theresolution andbond term.  Heasked theCouncil nottoaccept the
recommendation ofstaffand instead accept theoffer fromthefamily.  Hesuggested thatafter this
situation, itwould behelpful fortheCitytoreview itsrecords andreach outtoanyresidents that
havedeferred assessments inorder toprevent asituation ofthis type inthefuture.  

Councilmember Musgrove stated thatasshereviewed thecase, shenoticed thecertificate of
deferred assessment anddidnotseeanymention ofinterest.  Shestated that thedocument
referenced thedeferment andamount butdidnotshowinterest.  Sheasked forinput fromstaff.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated thatdocument isdated 2007bytheCityClerk, andtheproperty
owner hadrequested atthat time whether therewere deferments ontheproperty, which was
certified noting that therequest stands onitsowntoidentify thegreen acres classification and
deferred assessments butwould not include interest asthat typeofdocument doesnot include that
levelofdetail.  

Finance Director Lund stated that in2007theCounty requested anupdated certificate forallgreen
acres properties anddeferments, which iswhythatdatawasprovided.  Shestated that theCounty
only requests theprincipal amount andnotinterest.  Shestated that theresolution from1989 does
include theinterest rateandnoted thatMr. Hamilton attended thatmeeting ashewaslisted asan
attendee intheminutes.    

Mr. Krekelberg asked iftheminutes fromthatmeeting mentioned adiscussion related tothe
interest rate.  

Finance Director Lund replied that theresolution included theproject name, number, and interest
rate.  Sheconfirmed that theresolution wasadopted atthatmeeting.    

Councilmember Kuzma asked whysomeone fromthefamily would notcallandaskfordetails
about thedeferred assessment.  Herecognized thatadeferred assessment would come with interest.    
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Mr. Krekelberg stated that there hasbeen movement between thedifferent generations.  Hestated
thathewasunaware ofthedeferred assessment until theclosing ontheproperty.  Hestated that
withhismortgage heisaware ofthepayment andinterest that isdueeachmonth.  Heasked for
thiscompromise.  

Councilmember Specht thanked theresident forproviding inputandbelieved thatthefamily’s
proposal isagood compromise thatboth takes ownership fortheir responsibility.  Hestated that
hesupports thiscompromise.  

Motion byCouncilmember Specht, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toapprove therequest
oftheHamilton andHolasek families toreduce theinterest charged ondeferred assessments due
upon their recent saleofTractA, RLSNo. 119, 2020.  

Further discussion: Mayor LeTourneau asked staff forinputonprecedent thatcould besetby
accepting thisproposal, astheprocess follows State Statute andCityprocess.  CityAdministrator
Ulrich confirmed thatthiswould setaprecedent thatdeferred assessments canbenegotiated.  He
stated thattheCitystillcannegotiate thisasapotential settlement, ifdesired.  Henoted thatifthe
Council would liketofollow thisprocess moving forward there should beinformation within City
policy assuch.  Councilmember Musgrove asked ifitwould helpfortheCouncil toaddlanguage
tothemotion specifying that thiswasduetogreen acresandgenerational changes, which would
thenmake thisaspecific action andnotsetprecedent.  CityAdministrator Ulrich stated that the
more specific they canbeabout thissituation, themore helpful.  Hestated that therearefewer
green acres parcels left inRamsey, theadditional rational could helptolimit thescopeofprecedent
being set.  Mayor LeTourneau stated thatperhaps thesecomments arecontained aspartofthe
record, soitisclear astowhat informed thisdecision.  Hestated thatpartofthedecision inthis
caseisthelackofdocumentation.  CityAdministrator Ulrich confirmed thatcould besufficient.   
Hestated thatstaffcould work with theCityAttorney todevelop language andfindings offact,  
depending upon thetimeline oftheHolasek/Hamilton family.  Heconfirmed that themotion could
stand asis.  Mayor LeTourneau asked ifthiscouldmove forward withstaffbringing back that
formal language fortheCouncil toapprove.  CityAdministrator Ulrich confirmed thatstaffcould

thwork with theCityAttorney andbring that language backattheDecember 15 meeting.   
Councilmember Riley appreciated thesituation ofthefamilyandthefamily making areasonable
offer.  Hestated thathewould beinclined tosupport thisnegotiation rather thanmoving forward
withaformal resolution tonight.  Councilmember Musgrove commented thatstaff should seekout
anyother deferred assessments toensure that thissituation doesnotrepeat itself.  City
Administrator Ulrich reviewed thelanguage ofthemotion asstated.  Hecommented thatadditional
details wouldbehelpful tomake itspecific totheoffermade bythefamily.  Councilmember Riley
suggested that thismotion notbefollowed andinstead thedirection beprovided tostaff tocontinue
negotiation withthefamily withthesame outcome.  CityAdministrator Ulrich stated thathewould
prefer todraft aformal settlement agreement thatcould come forward totheCouncil onDecember

th15 foracceptance.  Councilmember Specht asked ifCouncil approval isneeded forthisactivity,  
orwhether theCouncil could simply provide thatdirection tostaff.  CityAdministrator Ulrich
stated that thiswould beadeviation fromthepolicy andtherefore approval fromtheCouncil would
beneeded, orauthorization would needtobegiven tostaff tocomplete thesettlement asagreed.   
Councilmember Kuzma stated thathedisagrees with theother members oftheCouncil and
believes that theCouncil should stay consistent with thepolicy inthismatter noting thathedoes
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notwant tosetprecedent ofthisnature.  Councilmember Menth commented thathealso disagrees
with themajority oftheCouncil.  Hestated thathewasmarried in1987 andborrowed money from
hisfather atarateofeight percent.  Hestated that in1979theinterest ratewas19percent.  He
stated that theCitydeferred thepayment for30years andtherefore charged interest onthatservice.   
Hestated thatanyplace someone borrows moneyordefers payments will charge interest.  He
believed that thiswouldsetabadprecedent moving forward.  Hestated thathewould notsupport
thisaction.  Councilmember Specht asked forinput onthetimeline ofthefamily.  Mr. Krekelberg
replied that therearefunds inescrow being heldforthispurpose.  Hestated thatifadditional
interest isbeing charged, hewould notwant topostpone thisdecision, butwould beokay with the

thpostponement untilDecember 15 ifadditional interest would notaccrue.  LisaHamilton, 6825
Riverdale Drive, stated thatsheunderstands thecomments andpositions oftheCouncil.  Shestated
that therewasanassessment butthrough theresearch oftheir records andtheunderstanding ofher
mother, theunderstanding wasthat therewasnot interest accruing onthedeferred assessment.   
Shestated that iswhyquestions werenotasked about thedeferred assessment.  Shestated that in
good faith theyarecoming backandtaking ownership onthe8.1percent interest fortheten-year
period.  Shestated that theywould havegladly paid theassessment offwithin thetenyears ifthe
terms hadbeen communicated andifthere wasdocumentation supporting that.  Shestated that
Citystaffcould notprovide anydocumentation showing the8.1percent interest wasbeing charged
tothem.  Sheasked theCouncil tomeet thempartway.  Shestated that theyconnected with
Connections Church because staff reached outandmade thatconnection.  Shestated that thefamily
willgladly paytheinterest fortheten-yearperiod asproposed.  Councilmember Menth asked what
typeofdocumentation theCitywould haverelated tothedeferred assessment and interest rate.   
CityAdministrator Ulrich commented that theadopted resolution would betheprimary
documentation related totheinterest rate.  Hestated that iftheCouncil isinclined tosupport this
proposal, itcould authorize stafftoenter intoasettlement agreement subject totheapproval ofthe
CityAttorney.  Councilmember Specht stated thathewould beamenable toamending themotion
assuchortabling ittothefirstmeeting inJanuary.    

Councilmember Specht withdrew hismotion.    

Motion byCouncilmember Specht totableconsideration ofthisrequest tothefirstCouncil
meeting inJanuary 2021.    

Motion failed forlackofsecond.  

Motion byCouncilmember Musgrove, seconded byCouncilmember Specht, toauthorize staff to
enter intoasettlement agreement with theHamilton/Holasek family consistent with theirproposal
intheletter dated October 26, 2020, subject toapproval oftheCityAttorney.  

Further discussion: Councilmember Kuzma stated thathecannot support theproposed action as
hefeels that thiswould setprecedent.  Councilmember Menth noted thathealsocannot support
theaction forthereasons stated byCouncilmember Kuzma.  

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Musgrove, Specht, andRiley.   
Voting No: Councilmembers Kuzma andMenth.  
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7.03: Adopt Resolution #20-307toApprove Acceptance ofaGrant forDedicated DWI
Enforcement andAuthorize anAdditional Police Officer Hire in2021

CityAdministrator Ulrich reviewed thestaff report andrecommendation toauthorize thepolice
department’sparticipation inthegrant program andtoauthorize anadditional Police Officer hire
starting April1, 2021.  

Police ChiefKaters stated thatthePolice Department followed thedirection oftheCouncil tolook
intoalternate funding sources anddidthatbyapplying forthisgrant todedicate anOfficer totraffic
enforcement, specifically toimpaired driving.  Hestated that thedepartment applied forthegrant
three timesandmost recently wasawarded inthisthird round.  Hestated that thisaction would
dedicate anOfficer, beginning January 1, 2021, totraffic safety andimpaired driving.  Hestated
thatinprevious budget discussions therewasaneed identified tohireanOfficer, which was
approved tonight.  Hestated that there isanother Officer proposed tobeadded in2022, noting that
thiswould allow theposition tobegin in2021asabudget neutral position andalternatives could
bediscussed for2022.  Hestated that thenumber ofdeaths ontheroadways hasnotfallen during
COVID andhasinfact increased fromtheprevious year.  

BillHammes, Law Enforcement Liaison fortheeight-county metro area, noting thatheassists
with traffic enforcement education andtheTZDgrants.  Hestated thathelives inAnoka County
andhasworked intheCounty, noting thatatraffic accident isanextremely violent waytolosea
life.  Hestated that inMinnesota in2019, 364people lost their livestotrafficaccidents, noting
that2020 hasalready seen372deaths.  Hestated that inAnoka County lastyear, 18people lost
their livesandalready in2020, 17people have lost their livesduetotraffic accidents. Henoted
thatisthesecond highest intheeight county area. Healsonoted that25to30percent ofthose
fatalities aretheresultofanimpaired driver.  Heestimated thatabout5,000liveshavebeen saved
because ofeverything thathascome forward during that timefrompublic works, engineering, and
traffic safety.  

Duane Siedschlag, Office ofTraffic Safety, provided background information onthisgrant
program which continues togrow andprovide value.  Hestated that the15or16Officers and
Deputies involved inthisproject havearrested sixpercent oftheimpaired drivers intheState.  He
stated thatAnoka County hasthesecond highest fatality rate intheState.  Hestated thatifonelife
issaved, then thefundsprovided bythisprogram areworth it.  

Police Chief Katers appreciated theinput fromtherepresentatives oftheOffice ofTraffic Safety.   
Hestated that thecalls forservice have increased during COVID, noting thathehasbeencognizant
toensure therecanbeproper staffing levels.  Hestated that thebenefit ofthisposition isthatthey
areoutontheroad looking forimpaired drivers butarealsoabletoaddress other traffic issues.   
Hestated thatsomeoftheother agencies that received awards fromthegrant received funding in
subsequent yearsbutnoted that isnotaguarantee.  

Councilmember Kuzma stated thatacomment wasmade toaddanOfficer in2022andasked for
details onthebudget impact.  
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Police Chief Katers replied that the2021budget would notbeimpacted because ofthecosts
savings provided bythegrant.  Hestated thathisrequest wouldbetocommit tothat2022 position
butadding that in2021because ofthisopportunity.  Hestated that therewillberetirements inthe
department andother areas thatcould belooked uponforsavings iffinancial difficulties come
forward in2021and2022.  Hestated thathewillaskforadditions inthebudget based upongrowth
andcalls forservice.  Henoted thatbased ontheprojected growth hehasanticipated adding an
Officer eachyear.  

Councilmember Musgrove asked forclarity ontheperiod September through December.  

Police Chief Katers confirmed that thisgrantwould runfromJanuary through September.  He
stated thatninemonths ofthewages ofthatOfficer would bereimbursed through thegrant.  He
stated that the2021budget included thehiringofanewOfficer, whichcould bedelayed from
January toApril inorder toprovide thethree months ofcostsavings needed tomake thisposition
budget neutral.    

Councilmember Musgrove stated thatsheappreciates thisfunding opportunity astheCityisnot
eligible forlocalgovernment aid.  Shethanked thepolice department andPolice Chief Katers for
putting intheeffort toreceive thisgrant award and taking thedirection oftheCouncil.  Shestated
that thedepartment willcontinue toneedpersonnel inorder toprovide service tothegrowing
community.  Shestated thatshewould support the2022 budget request.  

Councilmember echoed thecomments ofappreciation tostaff forpursuing andreceiving thisgrant
award.  

Motion byCouncilmember Specht, seconded byCouncilmember Riley, toAdopt Resolution #20- 
307toApprove Acceptance ofaGrant forDedicated DWI Enforcement.  

Further discussion: Mayor LeTourneau commented that these investments made insafety provide
benefit totheCityandresidents andhelptoimprove thecorridor.    

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Specht, Riley, Kuzma, Menth,  
andMusgrove.  Voting No: None.  

7.04: Adopt Resolution #20-295toHireaPart-Time Police Records Technician

Administrative Services Director Lasher reviewed thestaff reportand recommendation tohireMs.  
Nicole Cramston astheCity’snewPolice Records Technician, effective onornearJanuary 4,  
2021, withacreditofthree vacation daysandatthe2020steponerate; after the2021contract is
settled, thewage shall beadjusted based ontheAFSCME contract.  

Councilmember Musgrove asked ifthisposition would bedone remote orinoffice.  

Administrative Services Director Lasher stated that therearesome instances when Police
Technicians haveworked remotely, buttypically most work their schedule onsiteatthePolice
Department.  

CityCouncil / December 8, 2020
Page15of17



Motion byCouncilmember Musgrove, seconded byCouncilmember Specht, toAdopt Resolution
20-295toHireaPart-Time Police Technician

Motion carried.  Voting Yes:  Mayor LeTourneau, Councilmembers Musgrove, Specht, Kuzma,  
Menth, andRiley.  Voting No: None.  

7.05: Review Current Legislative Priorities

CityAdministrator Ulrich reviewed thestaff report andstated that thepurpose ofthecase isto
confirm current legislative priorities andidentify anymissing priorities and/orremove any
outdated priorities.  Acasewillbebrought forward inJanuary toadopt theplatform andreview
witharea representatives.    

Councilmember Specht asked when thiswould come before theCouncil forapproval.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich stated that typically thatoccurs inJanuary.    

Councilmember Musgrove stated thatsheagrees that theLGAneeds tomove toalower priority.   
Shestated thatshewould liketokeep thefunding fornon-Stateaidroadsonthelist.  Shestated
thatalotoftheissues arefinancial andwould propose toaddapriority thatwould relate to
policy/governance.  Shestated thatshedoes notfeel thattheGovernor’sExecutive Orders reflect
those thatareintended toberepresented andtherefore would liketoseeapriority which would
address thereform ofthatauthority.  Shestated that shewould liketoseeRamsey beasanctuary
forbusinesses.  Shestated thatRamsey businesses arehurting, andtheCity ishaving ahard time
attracting more business.  Shestated that themandates areimpacting certain businesses, mainly
small businesses.  Shealsoreferenced fitness businesses which havehadanincredibly lowrateof
transmission butare forced tobeclosed.  

Mayor LeTourneau appreciated those comments.  Hestated thataverypowerful statement was
made tonight byaresident andthisaction would beproof that theCity islistening toitsresidents
andhearing their concerns.  Hestated that ifthere isanything theCitycoulddotoinfluence policy
onaState level, thiswouldbeagreat start.  Hechallenged theCouncil tolearnabout thenuisances
andchallenges thatlocal businesses arefacing, acknowledging thathistimeontheCouncil is
almost up.    

Councilmember Rileystated thathewould liketodiscuss theissueofgovernance related tothe
Metropolitan Council asthismoves forward.  

Councilmember Specht agreed with thecomments ofhiscolleagues.  Hestated thathewould want
totakeefforts toprotect thefreedoms oftheRamsey businesses andcitizens.  Hereferenced the
administration oftheabsentee ballots andstated thathewould disagree withoptionA, noting that
hevoted earlyanddidnotfindtheprocess cumbersome.   

Mayor LeTourneau noted thatstaffwill takethis inputandbringadraft forward for theCouncil
tocontinue todiscuss.     
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8. MAYOR, COUNCIL ANDSTAFFINPUT

th8.01: Confirm December 15 SpecialCityCouncil Meeting

CityAdministrator Ulrichannounced upcoming meetingsandevents.  

CityAdministrator Ulrich confirmed thedateoftheDecember 15, 2020SpecialCityCouncil
meeting.  

Councilmember Musgrove encouraged Ramsey residents tosupport localRamseybusinesses as
theycontinue tostruggle.  ShestatedthattheCitywebsitehasbeenupdatedwithlistsofRamsey
restaurants thatprovide take-outordelivery.  Shethanked Councilmember Menthforbeingavery
intuitive memberoftheCouncil, willingtolistenandrespectful ofdifference inopinion.  She
thankedMayor LeTourneau forassistingherwhenshejoinedtheCouncil andwished themboth
well.  

TheCouncil echoedcomments ofthankstoCouncilmember MenthandMayorLeTourneau.  

9. ADJOURNMENT

MotionbyCouncilmember Riley, seconded byCouncilmember Musgrove, toadjourn themeeting.  

Motioncarried.  

TheregularmeetingoftheCityCounciladjourned at9:47p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

KurtisG. Ulrich
CityAdministrator

ATTEST:  

KatieM. Schmidt
Administrative Assistant

DraftedbyAmanda Staple
TimeSaver OffSiteSecretarial, Inc.  

Arecording ofthismeeting isavailable forviewingonlineat www.qctv.org
http://www.qctv.org>.  Recordings areavailable for36monthsafterthedateofthemeeting.  
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