
City of Ramsey
Agenda

 Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Monday, August 17, 2026

6:30 pm
Council Chambers, 7550 Sunwood Drive NW

Remote Attendance available at www.cityoframsey.com/meetings.
Those joining remotely and requesting to speak are asked to use a webcam when speaking.

           
1. Call to Order
 

2. Citizen Input
 

3. Approve Agenda
 

4. Approve Minutes
 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes Dated July 20, 2026 
 
5. Policy Board Business
 

1. Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Proposed Residential Subdivision Located South of the
Intersection of Erkium Street and 177th Avenue (Project No. 26-106); Case of Sundance Woods, LLC 

 
2. Consider Natural Resources Aspects of a Site Plan for Scooter's Coffee (Project No. 26-110); Case of

Harlow Beckett Enterprises 
 

3. Protect Community Forests for Community Resiliency Grant Opportunity 
 
6. Board/Staff Input 

Recap of EPB's Participation in the Farmers Market
 

7. Adjournment
 

Our Mission: To work together to responsibly grow our community, and to provide quality, cost-effective, and efficient government
services

http://www.cityoframsey.com/meetings


4. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/17/2026

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Approve Meeting Minutes Dated July 20, 2026

Purpose/Background:
The purpose of this case is to approve the Environmental Policy Board's meeting minutes dated July 20, 2026.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the July 20, 2026, meeting minutes.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to approve the July 20, 2026, meeting minutes.

Attachments
Meeting Minutes Dated July 20, 2026

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Kalia Lor 08/13/2026 01:40 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/11/2026 11:32 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/13/2026 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BOARD  
CITY OF RAMSEY 
ANOKA COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
On Monday, July 20, 2026, the Environmental Policy Board (EPB) met in the Council Chambers 
at the Ramsey Municipal Center, 7550 Sunwood Drive N.W., Ramsey, Minnesota. 
 
Members Present: Chairperson Melissa Fetterley 
   Board Member Reid Bernard 
   Board Member Thomas Hagerty 
   Board Member Paula Houts 
   Board Member Hassan Salami 
 
Members Absent:  Board Member Nick Burgess 
   Board Member Daniel Payne 
 
Also Present:  Senior Planner Chris Anderson 
   City Council Liaison Kirsten Buscher (arrived 6:47 p.m.)  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Fetterley called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT 
 
None. 
 
3. APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Motion by Board Member Bernard and seconded by Board Member Houts to approve the agenda 
as submitted. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Bernard, Houts, Hagerty, and 
Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess and Payne. 
 
4. APPROVE MINUTES 
 
4.01: Approve Meeting Minutes Dated May 11, 2026 
 
Motion by Board Member Hagerty and seconded by Board Member Salami to approve the regular 
meeting minutes dated May 11, 2026. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Hagerty, Salami, Bernard, and 
Houts.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess and Payne. 
 
5. POLICY BOARD BUSINESS 
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5.01: Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Minor Plat and Site Plan for Wildlife 
Research Center, Inc. (Project No. 26-108); Case of Wildlife Research Center, Inc. 

 
Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the City has received a Land 
Use Application from Wildlife Research Center, Inc. for a Minor Plat and Site Plan for the property 
at 14485 Azurite Street NW.  The City currently owns a vacant parcel east of the subject property 
that the applicant will be purchasing as part of this project.  The Minor Plat will combine the 
subject property and this vacant parcel into a single parcel so that the applicant can construct both 
a 36,000 square foot addition to their existing building, as well as a stand-alone storage building 
that will be 13,500 square feet in size. 
 
Chairperson Fetterley asked if the drainage area is required to increase in size. 
 
Senior Planner Anderson explained that the current ponding is based on the existing development.  
He noted that the proposed increase in size would accommodate the additional development on 
the site and would also address infiltration, which was not a requirement when the original 
development occurred. 
 
Board Member Hagerty asked for more information on the restitution and how that is used. 
 
Senior Planner Anderson explained that those funds go into the community forestry fund, which 
is then utilized to replant trees throughout the community.   
 
Board Member Hagerty asked for information on the allowed impervious surface for a lot. 
 
Senior Planner Anderson commented that this proposal would not exceed the allowance for 
impervious surface or building footprint. 
 
Motion by Board Member Bernard and seconded by Board Member Hagerty to recommend 
approval of the natural resources aspects of this project, contingent upon compliance with staff’s 
review comments. 
 
Motion carried.  Voting Yes: Chairperson Fetterley, Board Member Bernard, Hagerty, Houts, and 
Salami.  Voting No: None.  Absent:  Board Member Burgess and Payne. 
 
5.02: Environmental Policy Board Participation at the Farmers Market 
 

Senior Planner Anderson presented the staff report.  He stated that the purpose of this case is to 
solidify the date that the EBP will staff a table at the Farmers Market this summer.  Based on 
responses from members, it appears that August 11, 2026, is the date that works for most members.  
He reviewed items he would have available at the booth. 
 
Board Member Hagerty asked if there were any rain barrels available. 
 
Senior Planner Anderson provided background information on the rain barrels that were previously 
available but stated that there are currently none available.  He commented that there are two weed 
wrenches that are available for rental, and perhaps they could have one of those at the table to 
make residents more aware of the rental program.  He recommended that the Board work in shifts. 
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Board Members Hagerty and Salami volunteered for the first shift, and Chairperson Fetterley and 
Board Member Houts volunteered for the second shift.   
 
6. BOARD / STAFF INPUT 
 

• Curbside Recycling Event: August 3 – 14, 2026  
 
Senior Planner Anderson provided information about the upcoming curbside recycling event 
taking place from August 3rd through the 14th.  He also provided a brief update on organics 
recycling.   
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Board Member Hagerty and seconded by Board Member Houts to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________ 
Chris Anderson 
Senior Planner 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Kalia Lor 
Planning Administrative Assistant 
 
 
Drafted by Amanda Staple 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
 



5. 1. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/17/2026

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Consider the Natural Resources Aspects of a Proposed Residential Subdivision Located South of the Intersection
of Erkium Street and 177th Avenue (Project No. 26-106); Case of Sundance Woods, LLC

Purpose/Background:
The City has received a Land Use Application from Sundance Woods, LLC (the "Applicant") for a proposed
Major Plat subdivision of the properties known as 17400 and 17650 Erkium Street (the "Subject Property").  The
proposed subdivision would create fifteen (15) residential lots, although the existing home at 17400 Erkium Street
will remain, meaning the subdivision will result in fourteen (14) new homes.  The Subject Property is located in
the Rural Residential zoning district and is guided as Rural Developing in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. 
Additionally, the parcel currently addressed as 17400 Erkium Street is also within the Scenic River Protection
Overlay District, which includes additional standards. 

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Project Overview
The Subject Property is approximately 61 acres in size, which includes the existing road easement and platted
right-of-way (very southern portion of the Erkium Street corridor).  The proposed subdivision will create 15
residential lots (again, the existing home at 17400 Erkium Street will remain, so 14 new homes).  The Rural
Residential District requires a minimum lot size of 2.5 acres and a minimum lot width of 200 feet (100 feet if on
the bulb of a cul-de-sac).  Additionally, the southern 20 acres or so are within the Scenic River Protection Overlay
District.  This overlay district includes additional bulk standards that will apply to only those lots within it.  There
is significant topography, wetlands, and floodplain across the Subject Property and thus, the Applicant is
proposing a custom grading/building approach on many of the lots.

Natural Resources Inventory and Minnesota Land Cover Classification System
The Minnesota Land Cover Classification System (MLCCS) identifies five (5) land cover types, including Upland
Forest, Wetland Forest, Urban with Vegetative Cover, Wetland Shrubland, and Planted or Cultivated Vegetation
on the Subject Property, with Upland Forest covering the largest area.  Additionally, the City's Natural Resources
Inventory (NRI) does identify a native plant community of Oak Forest (mesic subtype) on the Subject Property. 
 A portion of this native plant community is rated as exceptional, while another portion is rated as high (see
attached exhibit).  These designations indicate that there was either little or no evidence of past disturbance, or
that the site had largely recovered from the effects of past disturbance when the analysis was done in the
mid-2000s.  Due to the quality of the mesic oak forest, the Applicant is proposing to custom grade most lots,
which will help limit the impact on this quality native plant community.

Wetlands and Floodplains
There are multiple wetlands across the Subject Property, primarily adjacent to Trott Brook.  However, there are a
couple of smaller, isolated wetlands as well.  The City's Functional Assessment of Wetlands, which was
completed in the mid-2000s, classifies these wetland areas as high quality.  There is a small area of wetland
impact of 6,700 square feet to accommodate the construction of Erkium Street, which is subject to review and
approval by the Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization.   Aside from that, there will be no other
impacts on existing wetlands. 

There are also floodplain areas present on the Subject Property.  The majority of the floodplain on the Subject



There are also floodplain areas present on the Subject Property.  The majority of the floodplain on the Subject
Property is Floodway, but there are smaller portions classified as Flood Fringe (still part of the 100-year
floodplain, but allows fill to be used to elevate structures above the flood elevation) and a 0.2% annual chance
flood hazard designation (more commonly referred to as a 500-year floodplain), which has no associated
restrictions/regulations.  Where Erkium Street crosses through the floodplain, there will be some impact. 
However, the Applicant is proposing to create an additional 65,700 cubic feet of floodplain area to offset the fill
needed for the street construction.  Overall, there would be no net impact on floodplains.

Scenic River Protection Overlay District
The existing parcel addressed as 17400 Erkium Street is within the Scenic River Overlay District.  This overlay
district has several more restrictive bulk standards than the Rural Residential District, including lot size and lot
width for riparian lots.  Riparian lots shall be at least four (4) acres in size (only applicable to the lot with the
existing home on it) and have a lot width of 300 feet at both the building line and the OHW (this is applicable to
the lot with the existing home on it as well as those that back up to Trott Brook).  It appears that all lots are
compliant with these additional standards.

Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan
A Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan was included with the submittal.  Tree cover generally includes a mix of
oak species, basswood, American elm, black cherry, quaking aspen, and red pine.  The Tree Inventory does not
include any trees within the designated floodplain areas, as there is no proposed disturbance to these areas, except
for where Erkium Street crosses the floodplain (trees were inventoried in this area).  Of the trees inventoried,
approximately 35% of the significant tree DBH inches will be removed (City Code would allow up to 60%
removal).  However, if trees in the floodplain areas were also inventoried, the percentage of DBH inches removed
would decrease even more.  As proposed, the proposed development complies with the tree preservation
requirements and no reforestation/restitution will be required.

Landscape Plan
A Landscape Plan was not included in the submittal.  However, it appears that most lots will preserve trees
between the new homes and the street, which would satisfy the requirement of two (2) front yard trees per lot. 
However, Staff has commented that a Landscape Plan showing two (2) trees per lot should be provided, with a
note stating that existing trees, if preserved, between the house and street, then no additional plantings are
required.

Staff did forward this plan set to the MN DNR, due to a portion of the Subject Property being within the Scenic
River Protection Overlay District.  They had no specific comments regarding the Preliminary Plat plan set.

Funding Source:
All costs associated with this project are the Applicant's resonsibility.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the natural resources aspects of this project, contingent upon compliance with Staff's
review comments.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the natural resources aspects of the project, contingent upon compliance with
Staff's review comments.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Preliminary Plat
Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan
Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan Sheets with Changemarks



Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan Sheets with Changemarks
Additional Tree Cover in Floodplain Areas Exhibit
Native Plant Community Quality Exhibit

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Kalia Lor 08/13/2026 01:41 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/07/2026 10:22 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/13/2026 
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Landscape Plan

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:45 AM
For any lot that will not have trees saved between the house and the street, a minimum of two (2) front yard trees will be required to be installed.  Conifers shall be a minimum height of five (5) feet and deciduous trees shall have a minimum caliper of one (1) inch.  All lots shall have four (4) inches of topsoil, with no more than 35% sand content, applied over all disturbed areas not otherwise improved with impervious surfacing (house, driveway, walkways, etc.).  If in-ground irrigation will be installed, it must include both a rain sensor and some form of water efficient technology, such as a weather compensating smart controller.



A landscape plan should be submitted that includes 2 trees per lot, with a note that if existing trees are preserved between the home and street (essentialy saving trees in the front yard) then no additional plants would be required.  The landscape plan shall also include a Tree Planting Detail and the aforementioned notes about topsoil and irrigation.




--------- 0 Replies ---------




'Off-Site' Trees

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:19 AM
Unless these trees are actually on 17500 Erkium Street, which would be considered off-site, they are all on site and should be presumably included with the removals.  Please update this page and the corresponding page(s) of the tree inventory to reflect them as being removed rather than off-site and also update the removal calculation to ensure that the property is not removing more than 60% of the significant tree DBH inches.

--------- 0 Replies ---------




On site?

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:22 AM
Please verify that these couple trees along the property line are actually on the development property.  At the Sketch Plan meeting with Planning Commission, there was at least one resident that raised concerns about people possibly walking on their property looking at the trees.  Just want to ensure that no tree that is truly 'off-site' gets errantly removed.

--------- 0 Replies ---------





08/11/2026 11:04 AM
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1.17 - TP - RRR.pdf V3 - Changemark Notes ( 3 Notes )

1  -  Landscape Plan

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:45 AM

For any lot that will not have trees saved between the house and the street, a minimum of two (2) 
front yard trees will be required to be installed.  Conifers shall be a minimum height of five (5) 
feet and deciduous trees shall have a minimum caliper of one (1) inch.  All lots shall have four (4) 
inches of topsoil, with no more than 35% sand content, applied over all disturbed areas not 
otherwise improved with impervious surfacing (house, driveway, walkways, etc.).  If in-ground 
irrigation will be installed, it must include both a rain sensor and some form of water efficient 
technology, such as a weather compensating smart controller.

A landscape plan should be submitted that includes 2 trees per lot, with a note that if existing 
trees are preserved between the home and street (essentialy saving trees in the front yard) then 
no additional plants would be required.  The landscape plan shall also include a Tree Planting 
Detail and the aforementioned notes about topsoil and irrigation.

--------- 0 Replies ---------

2  -  'Off-Site' Trees

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:19 AM

Unless these trees are actually on 17500 Erkium Street, which would be considered off-site, they 
are all on site and should be presumably included with the removals.  Please update this page 
and the corresponding page(s) of the tree inventory to reflect them as being removed rather than 
off-site and also update the removal calculation to ensure that the property is not removing more 
than 60% of the significant tree DBH inches.

--------- 0 Replies ---------

3  -  On site?

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:22 AM

Please verify that these couple trees along the property line are actually on the development 
property.  At the Sketch Plan meeting with Planning Commission, there was at least one resident 
that raised concerns about people possibly walking on their property looking at the trees.  Just 
want to ensure that no tree that is truly 'off-site' gets errantly removed.

--------- 0 Replies ---------




Why shown as removed?

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:26 AM
There is no proposed contours shown in this area, so why are all these trees shown as being removed?  What impacts will be occurring here prior to construction of a home?

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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1.18 - TP - RRR.pdf V3 - Changemark Notes ( 1 Note )

1  -  Why shown as removed?

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:26 AM

There is no proposed contours shown in this area, so why are all these trees shown as being 
removed?  What impacts will be occurring here prior to construction of a home?

--------- 0 Replies ---------




Update Inventory Table

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:36 AM
As an example, tree #3691, a 9" Basswood, is located in the center of the proposed cul-de-sac, which is part of the development area.  It is not off-site.  Please revise the tree inventory table accordingly for not just this tree, but for all of the trees errantly shown as off-site (essentially in or near the cul-de-sac of Erkium St).  Also need to amend their symbols to be shown 'Tree Removed' and update the removal calculations at the end of the tree inventory table.

--------- 0 Replies ---------




Update Calculations

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:43 AM
A number of trees in or around the proposed Erkium St cul-de-sac are currently shown as 'Off-Site' when they are actually part of the development land.  So, the overall removal calcuation will need to be updated.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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1.27 - TP - RRR.pdf V2 - Changemark Notes ( 2 Notes )

1  -  Update Inventory Table

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:36 AM

As an example, tree #3691, a 9" Basswood, is located in the center of the proposed cul-de-sac, 
which is part of the development area.  It is not off-site.  Please revise the tree inventory table 
accordingly for not just this tree, but for all of the trees errantly shown as off-site (essentially in or 
near the cul-de-sac of Erkium St).  Also need to amend their symbols to be shown 'Tree 
Removed' and update the removal calculations at the end of the tree inventory table.

--------- 0 Replies ---------

2  -  Update Calculations

Created by: Chris Anderson
On: 08/06/2026 10:43 AM

A number of trees in or around the proposed Erkium St cul-de-sac are currently shown as 
'Off-Site' when they are actually part of the development land.  So, the overall removal calcuation 
will need to be updated.

--------- 0 Replies ---------
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5. 2. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/17/2026

  
Primary Strategic Plan Initiative:

Information
Title:
Consider Natural Resources Aspects of a Site Plan for Scooter's Coffee (Project No. 26-110); Case of Harlow
Beckett Enterprises

Purpose/Background:
The City has received a Land Use Application from Harlow Beckett Enterprises (the "Applicant") for a Minor
Plat and Site Plan for a proposed Scooter's Coffee to be located along the west side of Ramsey Boulevard, south
of Sunwood Drive and the existing Casey's store (the "Subject Property"). 

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Project Overview
The Applicant is proposing to construct a 664 square foot, drive-thru coffee shop on the Subject Property.  While
the Subject Property fronts onto Ramsey Boulevard, access will be off of Sunwood Drive via a shared access
drive between Casey's and Oreilly's.  The Subject Property is in the COR-3 zoning district and is guided as Mixed
Use in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.  A coffee shop is a permitted use in this zoning district; however, the
drive-thru component will require a Conditional Use Permit.  This is a drive-thru only, with no accommodations
for indoor seating.

Natural Resources Inventory and Minnesotal Land Cover Classification System
The City's Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) does not identify any native plant communities on the Subject
Property.  Furthermore, the Minnesota Land Cover Classification System (MLCCS) identifies the entirety of the
Subject Property as 'Urban with Little Vegetative Cover'.  There are no wetlands or floodplains on the Subject
Property.

Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan
The Subject Property is devoid of any significant trees and, therefore, a Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan is
not required.

Landscape Plan
A Landscape Plan was included with the submittal.  The Landscape Plan includes sixteen (16) deciduous trees
and forty-three (43) shrubs, including a mixture of deciduous and coniferous species.  All proposed species and
sizes are compliant.  The Subject Property is only about 0.75 acres in size, with a majority of the site being
impervious.  The COR Design Framework really emphasizes streetscape plantings.  However, the only public
road frontage abutting the Subject Property is Ramsey Boulevard, which is an Anoka County Highway, where
tree plantings are not required (or supported by Anoka County Highway Department).  All impervious areas,
excluding planter beds, will be finished with sod and an in-ground irrigation system.  

The only comments Staff had on the Landscape Plan are: 

Provide additional details on the proposed fencing that will parallel Ramsey Boulevard (dimensions and
materials); and

1.

The warranty period on the trees and shrubs needs to be two (2) years.2.

Funding Source:



All costs associated with this request are the Applicant's responsibility.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the natural resources aspects of this project.

Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend approval of the natural resources aspects of the Scooters Coffee Site Plan.

Attachments
Site Location Map
Site Plan
Landscape Plan

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Kalia Lor 08/13/2026 01:41 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/10/2026 03:57 PM
Final Approval Date: 08/13/2026 
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I hereby certify that this plan, specification, or report was
prepared by me or under my direct supervision and that I
am a duly Licensed Landscape Architect under the laws of
the State of Minnesota.  Name: Carmen Simonet

Signature:_____________________________________

License # 24236 Date________________

Carmen Simonet Design LLC
354 Stonebridge Blvd.,  St. Paul, MN 55105
(651) 695-0273  carmen@simonetdesign.com
www.simonetdesign.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT:

07.14.26

NOTES:
1. SEE SHEET L2 & L3 FOR PLANTING DETAILS AND LANDSCAPE SPECIFICATIONS.

2. ALL TREES, PLANTING BEDS, AND TURF AREAS TO BE IRRIGATED; SEE SHEET L3
FOR IRRIGATION NOTES.

SOD

LEGEND

PLANT SCHEDULE
CODE  QTY SCIENTIFIC NAME/COMMON NAME  SIZE  ROOT REMARKS

SHADE TREES (ALL TREES TO HAVE STRAIGHT TRUNK & SINGLE LEADER)

CO 5 CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS  2" BB  SPACE 40' O.C.

HACKBERRY

GT 3 GLEDITSIA TRIACANTHOS 'HARVE' 2" BB  SPACE 35' O.C.

NORTHERN ACCLAIM HONEYLOCUST

QB  1 QUERCUS BICOLOR  2" BB  SEE PLAN FOR SPACING

SWAMP WHITE OAK

ORNAMENTAL TREES (ALL TREES TO HAVE STRAIGHT TRUNK & SINGLE LEADER)

CC 2 CRATAEGUS CRUS-GALLI VAR. INERMIS  1.75" BB  SPACE 18' O.C.

THORNLESS COCKSPUR HAWTHORN

MP 5 MALUS 'PINK SPIRES' 1.75" BB  SEE PLAN FOR SPACING

PINK SPIRES CRABAPPLE

SHRUBS

DL  30 DIERVILLA LONICERA  #5  CONT 
SPACE 3' O.C. & SHRUBS
SHALL BE A MIN. 24" WIDTH
AT TIME OF INSTALLATION.

DWARF BUSH HONEYSUCKLE

JS 13 JUNIPERUS SABINA 'BROADMOOR' #5  CONT 
SPACE 4' O.C. & SHRUBS
SHALL BE A MIN. 24" WIDTH
AT TIME OF INSTALLATION.

BROADMOOR JUNIPER

PERENNIALS

AB  79 AMSONIA 'BLUE ICE' #1 CONT SPACE 18" O.C.

BLUE ICE AMSONIA

CO 
5

CC
2

SCOOTER'S
COFFEE

EDGER
(TYP.)

MONUMENT
SIGN

R
A
M
S
E
Y
 B

LV
D
 N

W

AB
49

JS
9

JS
4

AB
8

MP
5

DL
6

AB
22

QB
1

DL
24

GT
3

09.21.2023  REVISED PER CITY COMMENTS & SITE PLAN UPDATES

FLAGPOLE

FENCE

 PATIO 



I hereby certify that this plan, specification, or report was
prepared by me or under my direct supervision and that I
am a duly Licensed Landscape Architect under the laws of
the State of Minnesota.  Name: Carmen Simonet

Signature:_____________________________________

License # 24236 Date________________

Carmen Simonet Design LLC
354 Stonebridge Blvd.,  St. Paul, MN 55105
(651) 695-0273  carmen@simonetdesign.com
www.simonetdesign.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT:

07.14.26

PLANTING BED MULCH AND EDGING DETAIL
NOT TO SCALE

4

L2

MULCH HELD 1/2"
BELOW EDGER

MULCH HELD 1/2" BELOW
CONCRETE SIDEWALK OR
CURB EDGE

MULCH TAPERED
AWAY FROM BASE OF
PLANT

LANDSCAPE FABRIC USE
ONLY WITH ROCK MULCH.

PLANTING DETAILS

1

L2

TREE PLANTING DETAIL
NOT TO SCALE

NOTES:

1. REMOVE DEAD OR DAMAGED BRANCHES. RETAIN THE NATURAL

FORM OF THE TREE. DO NOT CUT THE LEADER.

2. WIDTH OF PLANTING HOLES: 18" MIN. LARGER THAN ROOT BALL,

ON ALL SIDES.

3. DEPTH OF HOLE: ROOT FLARE TO SIT AT, OR UP TO 2" ABOVE THE

TOP OF THE FINISHED SOIL ELEVATION. LEAVE SOIL

UNDISTURBED BENEATH THE ROOT BALL.

4. SCARIFY BOTTOM AND SIDES OF HOLE PRIOR TO PLANTING.

5. SET PLANT ON UNDISTURBED SOIL OR THOROUGHLY

COMPACTED PLANTING SOIL.

6. REMOVE TOP 1/3 OF THE BASKET OR THE TOP TWO HORIZONTAL

RINGS WHICHEVER IS GREATER. REMOVE ALL BURLAP FROM TOP

1/3 OF ROOT BALL. REMOVE ALL TWINE.

7. REMOVE OR CORRECT STEM GIRDLING ROOTS.

8. SLIT REMAINING BURLAP AT 6" INTERVALS.

9. PLUMB & BACKFILL WITH PLANTING SOIL AMENDED WITH

COMPOST. THOROUGHLY WATER IN TREE WITHIN 2 HOURS TO

SETTLE PLANTS AND FILL VOIDS.

10.BACKFILL VOIDS AND WATER A SECOND TIME.

11.PLACE 4" SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH WITHIN 48 HOURS OF

THE SECOND WATERING. NO MULCH TO BE IN CONTACT W/

TRUNK.

12.CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING TREES IN A

PLUMB POSITION THROUGHOUT THE GUARANTEE PERIOD. IF

NEEDED, STAKE TREES USING 16" LONG, 1.5" WIDE STRAPS, AND

ATTACH TO POST WITH WIRE. INSTALL POST 3' INTO GROUND.

REMOVE WITHIN ONE YEAR.

13.WRAP TRUNK IN FALL REMOVE IN SPRING.

14.REFER TO SPECS. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

NOTES:

1. DIG SHRUB HOLE 12" MIN. LARGER THAN

CONTAINER SIZE, ALL SIDES.

2. SCARIFY BOTTOM AND SIDES OF HOLE PRIOR

TO PLANTING.

3. REMOVE DEAD OR DAMAGED BRANCHES.

RETAIN THE NATURAL FORM OF THE SHRUB.

4. HAND LOOSEN ROOTS OF CONTAINERIZED

MATERIAL. SCORE OUTSIDE OF SOIL MASS TO

REDIRECT CIRCLING FIBROUS ROOTS.

5. SET SHRUB ON UNDISTURBED SOIL OR ON

THOROUGHLY COMPACTED PLANTING SOIL.

INSTALL PLANT SO THE TOP OF ROOT FLARE IS

AT OR UP TO 2" ABOVE THE FINISHED GRADE.

6. PLUMB AND BACKFILL WITH PLANTING SOIL

AMENDED WITH COMPOST. THOROUGHLY

WATER IN SHRUB PRIOR TO PLACING MULCH.

7. ALL SHRUB PLANTINGS RECEIVE 4" DEPTH

SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH.

8. REFER TO SPECS. FOR ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION.

NOTES:

1. PLANT INTO PREPARED PLANTING BED.

REMOVE WEEDS, LOOSEN COMPACTED

SOILS TO A MIN. DEPTH OF 6", AND

AMEND PLANTING SOIL WITH

COMPOST.

2. PLANT AT SAME DEPTH AS IN

CONTAINER.

3. PLACE SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH

OVER PERENNIAL BED. DO NOT PLACE

ANY MULCH ON VEGETATION.

4. THOROUGHLY WATER IN PLANTS.

5. REFER TO PLAN AND SPECS. FOR

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

2-3" DEPTH
MULCH

PLANT PER
SCHEDULE

6" DEPTH
PLANTING SOIL

SUBGRADE

2

L2

SHRUB PLANTING DETAIL
NOT TO SCALE

3

L2

PERENNIAL PLANTING DETAIL
NOT TO SCALE

4" DEPTH MULCH

SHRUB PER
SCHEDULE

PLANTING
SOIL

SUBGRADE

SLIGHTLY CROWN
BOTTOM OF HOLE

ROOT BALL  

PLANTING SOIL

SUBGRADE

4" DEPTH MULCH
ROOT FLARE

TREE WRAP

TREE PER
SCHEDULE

GUYING  

7'0"
STEEL
POST

ROOT BALL  

ADJACENT CONDITION
VARIES SEE
LANDSCAPE PLAN

SLIGHTLY CROWN
BOTTOM OF HOLE



I hereby certify that this plan, specification, or report was
prepared by me or under my direct supervision and that I
am a duly Licensed Landscape Architect under the laws of
the State of Minnesota.  Name: Carmen Simonet

Signature:_____________________________________

License # 24236 Date________________

Carmen Simonet Design LLC
354 Stonebridge Blvd.,  St. Paul, MN 55105
(651) 695-0273  carmen@simonetdesign.com
www.simonetdesign.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT:

07.14.26

LANDSCAPE SPECIFICATIONS

TREES, SHRUBS,  AND PERENNIALS

1. REFERENCES

A. MnDOT - Minnesota Department of Transportation, Standard
Specifications for Construction, 2020 Edition.

B. American Standard for Nursery Stock, ANSI Z60.1-2014.

C. ASTM, American Society for Testing and Materials.

2. QUALITY ASSURANCE

A. Work shall be performed by a landscape contractor with extensive
horticulture knowledge, and a min. of 3 years of experience.

B. Handle plants in such a way as to protect from damage either physical or
by exposure to sun and wind. Mishandled plants are subject to rejection
by Landscape Architect.

C. Plants used on this project shall meet the grading standards
recommended by the ANSI Z60.1-2014.

D. Each tree shall have a plant tag with botanical and common name
attached to it, and each shrub or perennial bed will contain at least one
tag for verification of item.Tag to remain on until acceptance of project.

3.  PRODUCTS

A. Plants: Provide as specified on Plant Schedule.

B. Edging: Colmet steel edging 3/16" x 5" with stakes, black color, or equal.

C. Mulch:  Shredded hardwood mulch

D. Landscape Fabric: DeWitt PRO 3.0 oz.

E. Water: Contractor to provide.

F. Planting Soil: rich friable, loam topsoil, free of debris and seeds,
conforming to MnDOT 3877.2, Loam Topsoil Borrow.

G. Compost: Conforming to MnDOT 3890.2, Grade 2.

H. Tree Wrap: White plastic tree guards min. 3" dia., or light colored
two-ply weather resistant paper product.

4. PLANTING DATES: Spring Planting: Apr. 1 - June 15. These dates may be

extended if daytime temps. remain below 80 degrees.  Fall: Sept. 30 - Oct.

30th. Daytime temps. need to drop below 80 degrees before planting begins,

and may continue until freeze up.  Coniferous trees Aug. 15 - Oct. 1st. Plant

under favorable weather conditions, do not plant during days of extreme

heat.

5. EXECUTION

A. Prior to digging, Contractor to have utilities located.

B. Contractor to notify Owner and Landscape Architect 3 days in advance
of when planting work will occur.

C. Plant into prepared planting beds, free of weeds.

D. No landscape fabric unless stone mulch is used in the planting beds.

E. Install trees, shrubs, and perennials per planting details, adjust location
if in conflict with utilities. Verify new location with Landscape Architect
prior to planting.

F. Separate all shrub and perennial beds from sod areas with edger.

G. Clean-up entire site following planting operations.

6. ACCEPTANCE OF PLANTING WORK

A. Contractor to notify Owner when planting work is complete for review
and punch list.

B. Contractor to water and maintain the trees, shrubs, and perennials until
Owner Acceptance.

C. Owner will give Acceptance of Work following satisfactory correction of
punch list items.

D. Following acceptance of planting work, Contractor to remove all plant
tags and ribbons to prevent future girdling.

E. Watering and regular landscape maintenance of trees, shrubs, and
perennials will be Owners responsibility following acceptance of work.

7. GUARANTEE PERIOD

A. Contractor to warranty trees, shrubs and perennials for one year

following acceptance of Work by Owner.

B. Contractor to maintain the trees in a plumb position throughout the
guarantee period.

C. Contractor to remove all staking/wiring/straps from trees at the end of

the guarantee period.

D. Replacements: At the end of the guarantee period, all plants which are
unhealthy, dead, not having a normal density, size, shape or color shall

be shall be replaced. Replacements shall match caliper and/or height of

the other plants at time of replacement. Selection of replacement
material and installation practices shall follow the requirements of the
Drawings and Specifications.

IRRIGATION

1. DESCRIPTION

A. Work includes: design, furnish, and install complete, fully automatic and
programmable underground irrigation system, capable of alternate date
watering for all landscape areas. The system shall provide full coverage
with uniform levels of total precipitation throughout all irrigated areas.

B. The system is to include a master valve and water efficient technologies
including: a smart controller with a WaterSense label, a flow meter, soil

moisture and/or evapotranspiration (ET) sensors, a rain sensor, and be
calibrated to meet all applicable City Codes.

C. Dripline to be used in perennial and shrub beds not covered by lawn
sprinklers.

D. The system is to meet state department of health standards and have a
backflow preventer.

E. Materials, equipment, and methods of design and installation shall
comply with, but not be limited to, the following codes and standards:

· All local and state laws and ordinances, and with all the established
codes applicable thereto.

· National Electrical Code.

· American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM).

· National Sanitation Foundation (NSF).

· The best management practices developed by the Irrigation
Association.

F. The designer shall provide balanced pressure and flow and optimum
operating efficiency.

G. The contractor is responsible for obtaining all permits and licenses
required for installation of irrigation system.

2. QUALITY ASSURANCE

A. The irrigation system shall be designed and installed by a contractor
specializing in irrigation work, and will have a minimum of 5 years of
experience designing and installing systems of similar scope and size.

B. The contractor shall maintain a skilled foreman on site during the
installation of all work and the foreman will have a Minnesota Power
Limited Technician License.

3. SUBMITTALS

A. Shop Drawings: submit irrigation plan, product schedule, and
specifications for review and acceptance.

B. Operation and Maintenance Manual: following completion of work,
provide the Owner with an operation and maintenance manual of the
complete system in a digital pdf file format and one hard copy.

C. As-Built Plan: following completion of work, contractor to furnish Owner
a scaled as-built irrigation map, with dimensions as needed, on durable
paper or laminated to be mounted on wall with the main control panel
and a digital file in pdf format. The map shall indicate the zones, location
of all controls, piping and depths, heads (including type), drip-lines,
valves, connection to water service, and other related components.

4. PRODUCTS

A. Select products suitable to the landscape areas.

B. All products and materials used in the system shall be new and
professional grade.

C. Provide sprinkler heads, driplines, electric valves, and automatic
controller from one manufacturer: Toro, Rainbird, Hunter Industries, or
equal.

5. EXECUTION

A. Prior to digging, contractor to have utilities located.

B. Water Coverage: Provide uniform water coverage over turf areas and
planting beds.

C. Turf: Turf areas to be irrigated with spray heads. Locate heads to avoid
overspray onto sidewalks, parking areas, signs and buildings.

D. Planting Beds: All continuous shrubs, trees, perennial beds to be
irrigated with a drip system and spray heads where drip lines are
impractical.

E. Winterization: System to accommodate winterization by blowing system
dry with compressed air.

F. Install the irrigation system per contractor's plan and specifications.

G. Instructions: Contractor to instruct the Owner in proper operation and
maintenance of the system.

H. Cleanup: Replace landscaping disturbed by operations.  Cleanup all
debris and restore site to original condition.

IRRIGATION  - CONTINUED

6. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE

A. Contractor to test system to a hydrostatic pressure of not less than 100
psi. Remove and replace any components that do not pass test.

B. Contractor to contact Owner and perform operational test after system
is fully in place and demonstrate to the Owner that the irrigation system
meets coverage requirements and that automatic controls function
properly. Any corrective work identified shall be completed within two
weeks of receipt of comments.

C. Owner to accept work following: satisfactory completion of any
corrective work, receiving hands-on instructions for operation, and
receiving as-built plan and operation and maintenance manual
submittals.

7. MAINTENANCE

A. Contractor to drain and winterize irrigation system in the fall, following
first year of operation, and shall put the system back in service the
following spring as part of the work of this contract at no additional cost
to the Owner.

8. GUARANTEE

A. Warranty irrigation system materials and labor for one year following
acceptance of work by Owner. Contractor to promptly furnish and
install, at no cost to Owner, any parts that prove defective in material or
workmanship.

SODDING

1. AREAS TO SOD

A. Sod all areas disturbed by construction.

2. REFERENCES

A. MnDOT - Minnesota Department of Transportation, Standard
Specifications for Construction, 2020 Edition.

3. PRODUCTS

A. Sod: Provide drought tolerant, strongly rooted sod, machine cut
to pad thickness of 1", excluding top growth and thatch. Sod to
be at least 2 years old, free of weeds, disease, or other material
which might be detrimental to the development of the sod. Sod
to be moist when cut and maintained in moist condition during
transportation and storage at the site. Do not use sod that
shows signs of visible heating on this project.

B. Fertilizer: Slow release 5-10-5 starter fertilizer.

C. Water: Contractor to provide.

D. Topsoil: provide rich friable, sandy loam, free of debris and
seeds, and conforming to MnDOT 3877.2  Common Topsoil
Borrow.

4. SOIL PREPARATION

A. Verify all sod areas have a minimum of 4" of topsoil.

B. Immediately prior to sodding, loosen topsoil to minimum depth
of 3".

C. On slopes operate cultivating equipment at right angles to the
direction of surface drainage.

D. Contractor to work all areas to receive sod until the soil is
smooth and an even grade is established.  Fill all holes,
depressions and rivulets to ensure an even grade and that
proper elevation is established. Fill material shall be compacted
sufficiently to provide uniform density and to resist erosion.
Remove all rubble, sticks, branches, stones and other

extraneous material over 1/2" in diameter on the surface prior
to sodding.

E. For all areas to be sodded work in dry, free flowing slow release
starter fertilizer into the top 1 inch of soil.

5. EXECUTION

A. Install sod during favorable weather, do not sod if ground is
frozen or sod is dormant.

B. Lay sod with tightly fitting joints, no overlapping joints, and
stagger rows to offset joints.  Anchor sod on slopes to prevent
slippage.

C. Thoroughly water sod immediately after installing.  Continue
watering at frequency necessary to initiate rooting, and until
the work is accepted by Owner.

D. Clean up and remove all debris resulting from sodding activity
and dispose of properly.  Restore all areas disturbed by sodding
operation to their original condition.

6. ACCEPTANCE OF SOD WORK

A. Contractor to notify Owner when sod work is complete for
review and punch list.

B. Owner to accept work following satisfactory correction of
punch list items.

C. Contractor will maintain all turf areas in a healthy, growing
condition by watering, mowing, and any other maintenance
necessary to establish the lawn, for a minimum of 30 days from
time of acceptance.

D. Any sod that does not show definite growth and establishment
during the 30 days from time of acceptance, shall be replaced
and established at the proper season by the Contractor at
Contractor's expense.



5. 3. 
Environmental Policy Board (EPB)
Meeting Date: 08/17/2026

  

Primary Strategic Plan Initiative: Identify and implement operational efficiencies, cost savings and additional
funding sources. 

Information
Title:
Protect Community Forests for Community Resiliency Grant Opportunity

Purpose/Background:
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR) has issued a Request for Applications (RFA) for a
new grant opportunity aimed at reducing the impacts of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) through tree management and
maintenance, education, and engagement efforts that will enhance community forest health and resilience.  There
is a total of $1.7 million available to fund projects that manage and/or reduce the impacts of EAB through forestry
activities on public, non-State lands and residential land for low-income residents.  There is no minimum amount
that must be requested, and matching funds are not required.

Time Frame/Observations/Alternatives:
Eligible activities covered by this grant include: 

Conducting community forestry work on non-State land or on residential land for low-income residents
(work on residential land must be conducted by companies or organizations with an International Society
of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist on staff, Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) accreditation, or
equivalent qualification.
Conducting a tree inventory
Developing an EAB Management Plan
Removing and replacing ash or high-risk, unsafe trees
Planting trees for diversity
Constructing and maintaining gravel beds (for growing tree stock)
Chemically treating ash trees with an injectable non-neonicotinoid insecticide such as emamectin benzoate
Maintaining existing canopy, including needed pruning or watering 

This grant could be helpful on multiple fronts, both for the City and for some residents.  From the City's
perspective, grant funds could be applied toward removal of EAB infested trees, pruning of park and/or boulevard
trees, and replanting efforts.  But, unlike many previous grant opportunities, this grant can also be utilized on
private property for low-income residents.  Per the RFA, cities would actually determine and define what
low-income means.  Most likely, Ramsey would utilize the Annual Median Income (AMI) as the threshold (see
attached table for Anoka County's AMI).  Residents frequently inquire with the city if there is any sort of
assistance available to remove EAB infested trees.  With this grant, should the city pursue it and be awarded grant
funding, those meeting the 80% AMI (presumably the metric that the City would use to be considered
'low-income') could be eligible beneficiaries of this program. 

Applications for this grant are due no later than September 14, 2026.  If awarded a grant, all grant work, including
any final reimbursement request(s), must be submitted by June 1, 2029.  Should the Environmental Policy Board
support pursuing this grant, and should the City Council authorize Staff to apply for grant funds, Staff would
develop a plan/program for how the City proposing to utilize the funding for the application submittal.

Recommendation:
Staff would recommend pursuing this grant opportunity.



Outcome/Action:
Motion to recommend City Council authorize Staff to apply for the Protect Community Forests for Community
Resiliency.

Attachments
Request for Applications (RFA)
MN DNR Priority Areas Map
Area Median Income Table - 2025

Form Review
Inbox Reviewed By Date
Brian Hagen Kalia Lor 08/13/2026 01:40 PM
Form Started By: Chris Anderson Started On: 08/12/2026 10:13 AM
Final Approval Date: 08/13/2026 
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