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ZOO – April, 2026 
Highlights/Animal Care/Maintenance: 

 
❖ Routine upkeep done on all animal enclosures, the park, and non-animal areas. 
❖ Lead zookeeper, Ayrin Meeks, did a school program with our eclectus parrot, Mango, with an 

audience of 180 students and staff. 
❖ On weekends, we regularly have attendance of 100+ guests. We expect this number to increase 

during the summer, and for more people to visit during the week as well.  
❖ We added a new zookeeper, Travis Smith, to our team, filling a vacant position.  
❖ Interviews have been conducted to fill two vacant zookeeper positions.  
❖ Our green iguana, Smaug, was moved an exhibit for public viewing now that the weather is warm 

enough. As you can see pictured below, he was very ready to move outside. We would like to build 
him an indoor attached to his outdoor enclosure so he can have more room and flexibility with the 
extreme weather here.  

❖ Our lemurs, Hedley and Berney, celebrated their 20th birthdays! 
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One of our bears enjoying their bed made of firehose with a welded metal frame 

(courtesy of Robert at Parks)  

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Hedley & Berney!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our bears using their platforms. Many forms of enrichment are 

given to the bears to increase their quality of life and help them 

exhibit natural behaviors. The platforms allow the bears to climb and 

get different perspectives of their environment. The hammock gives 

them a comfy place to lay (or something to play with). The brushes 

attached to the platform give them a place to rub and scratch 

themselves. They are also provided with varying daily enrichment.  


