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Department summary 

• Chief Lance Bateman retired February 28, 2026.  Deputy Chief Alberto Aldana was 

promoted to Chief of Police effective March 1, 2026.   

• Sgt. Cavin is still deployed. His return date is unknown and based on ongoing issues 

in Iran. 

• The department is in the process of possibly rehiring three former RPD officers who left 

for other LE agencies for less than 90 days.   

 

Patrol/Traffic/SWAT  

Accidents: 

Total accidents reported for the month: 86 

Adam 12 Baker 13 Charlie 24 Delta 17  Echo 19  Frank 1         Unknown 0 

Of the 86 accidents, 16 were with injuries and 25 persons reported injuries and we had 1 fatality/deaths as 

a result for the month.   

65 were reported during the day, 0700-1800 hours 

21 were reported during the night, 1800-0700 hours 

32 were reported as hit-and-run accidents 

4 DUI arrest related to accidents 

Citations related to accidents: 

19 citations were issued for failure to yield/stop  

10 were issued for speed 

27 were issued for driver inattention 

10 for improper lane change 

16 for moving violations (backing, overtaking etc.) 

4 were issued for other non-moving issues (weather, road conditions, hit-and-runs with no other 

information) 

8 were issued for no driver’s license 

4 were issued for no insurance 

0 were issued for no seat belt 

Total:  102 
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CATEGORY 
Day 
shift Swing shift Midnight shift Total 

1.     Dispatched calls 1164 1264 614 3042 

2.     Incident reports 156 164 82 402 

3.     Supplement reports 83 103 89 275 

4.     Self-initiated 289 121 89 499 

5.     Warrants served 43 33 22 98 

6.     Probable cause arrests 14 29 22 65 

7.     Summonses/warrants obtain 10 12 8 30 

8.     Traffic stops 70 138 170 378 

9.     Moving/park citations 179 105 91 375 

10.   Accident reports 36 39 6 81 

11.   FI cards 0 2 1 3 

12.   Open doors 18 12 18 48 

13.   County calls 237 347 115 699 

14.   Total arrests 52 61 39 152 

15.   Arrest citations 4 3 3 10 

16.   Total activities 2355 2433 1369 6157 

 

 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS      

• Patrol Conducted an emergency shift bid due to an officer going to SID and Officer 

Candelaria going to training. 

• Traffic Officer R. Cardiel started his recon classes. 

• Lt. Rhodes and TSU Tech S. Nguyen went to First Responder Mental Health Conference. 

• Sgt. Tan Nguyen was recertified in defective tactics.  

• Sgt. Best was returned to full-duty status.  

     

PLANS FOR NEXT MONTH  

• Patrol is continuing to conduct traffic details in problem areas and intersections.   

• Establish a Sergeants promotional list. 

• Changes within the RPD 
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ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

• Patrol is working on our fleet due to all Dodge Durangos and Ford Explorers having 

manufacture issues. I talked with Dodge staff and learned the oil coolers in the Durangos 

are faulty. Most parts are on hold due to they are issues fixing or replacing parts. Fords 

are mostly electrical but by manufacturing issues not outfitting. With this in mind, it takes 

longer to track down the issues.   

• One officer and one sergeant have their applications out to the oilfield.  

• Sgt. Cavin is still out on military and one officer on FMLA. I had a Traffic Officer leave 

to NMSP; that hurt our traffic unit due to he was certified reconstruction. This takes that 

unit down to one officer and one sergeant when there should be four officers in this unit.  

• Patrol is still losing officers to other departments for pay.  Losing them to oilfield due to 

pay and to promotions. Patrol is now down to only 31 Patrol Officers and not growing. 

Even with the possibility of eight officers graduating, with promotions and losses we will 

see little to no growth on Patrol. We have a possibility of three officers coming back to 

RPD and two going to Patrol.   

• Patrol fleet is holding for what we have for now, but when the eight get out of the 

academy will have a major issue with getting them vehicles and even if we do have 

vehicles, we will have no spares. 

 

SWAT 

Training: 

Operator and TEMS training was conducted Thursday, February 12.  Four members of Ruidoso PD 

attended to conduct joint training.  Classroom was conducted at the SWAT building on hostage rescue, 

immediate action, and arrest teams.  Live-fire range drills were done in the afternoon specific to hostage 

rescue.  PT was conducted at the range. 

Training for Operators, Trailers, TEMS, and Snipers was conducted on Thursday, February 26.  We 

conducted PT at the Wool Bowl.  We did the old SWAT PT test for PT.  We then covered sniper-initiated 

hostage rescue tactics in the classroom at the SWAT building.  We then went to the range and 

conducted live-fire sniper-initiated entries.  This was the last portion of our hostage-rescue block which 

has gone on since January. 
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Callouts: 

The team responded to one request for SWAT this month. 

On February 4, the SWAT team was utilized in a multi-agency operation led by DEA.  We coordinated 

with DEA, HSI, USMS, and NMSP in an effort to serve three federal search warrants and three federal 

arrest warrants.  We were assigned to clear the residence and arrest the main target of the operation at 

2309 N. Garden Ave.  We did a pre-briefing and rehearsal February 3 and conducted the operation 

starting at 0500 on February 4.  We utilized the drone with IR and a DEA air asset during the operation.  

At 0600 Operators Trong Nguyen and Bryan Barela breached the front gate under night vision which 

allowed us to pull all the way into the driveway with the PitBull.  Callouts and announcements were 

conducted and the target was taken into custody without incident.  Throughout all the search warrants 

DEA recovered approximately a pound of cocaine, two pounds of methamphetamine, several firearms, 

and arrested all three targets.  The operation was a great opportunity for our newer team members to 

see advanced operational planning and multi-agency coordination. 

Plans for Next Month:  

Operators Willis, Barela, Franklin and Gamboa will be attending SWAT school March 2-6.  SWAT tryouts 

will be for both Operator and Trailer positions March 11 and 12. 

Equipment Update: 

Same equipment status as last month.  We are still down one sniper rifle from the E. 6th OIS.  Agent 

Wentland received his replacement rifle from Sons of Liberty Gun Works after his rifle was seized.  As 

equipment is being moved to the SWAT building, lapses have been found in our equipment with expired 

or outdated items.  Purchase requests were sent through chain of command for gas mask filters (need), 

rifle rated shields (need), a new pole camera (want), 9 banger distraction devices (want), and a 

wallbanger (want).  We currently have no gas mask filters or rifle-rated shields.   

Issues and Concerns: 

We are currently down one Operator position from Agt. Dollar leaving to HSI.  We are expected to lose 

two more Operators within the month with Lt. Mahone’s retirement and Sgt. Jefferson expected to 

leave.  We currently have two trailer openings as well.  We are not in a rush to fill these positions and 

will continue to hold the standards we have set. 
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Peer Support                                                                                                                

The highlights for February: 

 

Wellness Highlights 

• The Peer Support Team maintained an active presence throughout the month 

to promote resiliency and overall wellbeing in the department.  

• Team members attended the First Responder Crisis and Mental Health 

Conference hosted in Clovis, New Mexico, to enhance training, strengthen 

peer support capabilities, and bring back best practices to better serve the 

department and public safety community.  

 

 

 K9 Highlights 

• K9s conducted 1 visit 

• K9s provided Victim Support on 0 cases 

• K9s responded for 1 Critical Incident Calls 

• K9s participated in 0 Community Events 

 

  

 Police Chaplain Highlights 

• Police Chaplains did 6 Ride-Alongs 

• Police Chaplains responded for 2 Critical Incident Calls 

• Central Nazarene Church donated a meal to the Roswell Police Department 

for Officers.  
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Professional Standards (Internal Investigations)  

 

 

INTERNAL INVESTIGATIONS 

MONTHLY REPORT – Year to Date 2026 
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INTERNAL INVESTIGATIONS 

MONTHLY REPORT – February 2026 
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Support Services/Training and Recruiting/ 

Neighborhood Watch/Real-Time Crime Center  

 
RECRUITING   

Currently the department has 87 sworn personnel and 104 total allotted positions for sworn 
personnel. We have 17 vacant positions with 2 in the hiring process for recruit officer and no 
applicants for PSA. The recruiting division is currently holding recruit testing every first and 
third Thursday of the month. 
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RECRUIT TESTING: 
Thursday, February 12: No applicants attended for testing. 
 
Thursday, February 26: No applicants attended for testing. 
 
FEBRUARY HIRES: (3) 

NAME STATUS 

Luis Talamantes Hired on February 6 

Tyler Angell Hired on February 6 

Greg De los Santos Transferred from PSA to Recruit Officer on February 27 

 
LATERAL/RECRUIT APPLICANTS CURRENTLY IN PROCESS: (2) 
 

NAME STATUS 

Michael Jones Pending Medical 

Miguel Teran Pending Chief Interview 

 
PSA APPLICANTS CURRENTLY IN PROCESS:  
Not accepting any applicants due to the positions being full. 
 
NEW HIRES/PROJECTED HIRE DATES AND RELEASED FROM HIRING PROCESS: (2)   
 

NAME STATUS 

Mohammed Sultan Removed from process – No longer interested 

Henry Fernandez  Removed from process – Failed background 

 
FEBRUARY LOSSES: (2) 
Officers resigned/terminated or retired   

NAME REASON 

Estevan Mata – 2/26 Resigned in good standing – hired on with NMSP 

Lance Bateman – 2/26 Retired 

 
DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Community Outreach & Neighborhood Watch: 
February 6:  
Sgt. Trong Nguyen and Officer Morales attended a Law Enforcement Career Fair in El Paso, 
Texas, to engage with prospective candidates and promote recruitment opportunities within 
the department. 
 
Officer Hugo Gonzalez attended the Ward Neighborhood Meeting at City Hall. 
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February 12: 
Officer Hugo Gonzalez met with Susan, Manager of Villa Park. She advised that she remains in 
the process of evicting several residents who had been causing issues within the park. She 
reported that conditions have improved and there have been no further disturbances. Due to 
ongoing legal proceedings, she was unable to provide full details, as the individuals being 
evicted are currently involved in a lawsuit. 

February 19: 
Officer Hugo Gonzalez met with Jennifer Skeen, Manager of Briar Ridge Apartments. She 
reported ongoing issues with tenants allowing individuals not listed on lease agreements to 
reside in their units. She acknowledged that law enforcement cannot take enforcement action 
when the individuals are invited guests. Officer Gonzalez advised her to initiate eviction 
proceedings for tenants violating their lease agreements. She stated she intends to proceed and 
has compiled a list of tenants to address in order to mitigate the issue. 

February 25: 
Officer Hugo Gonzalez and Officer 
Morales attended the career fair at 
Roswell High School in support of 
departmental recruiting efforts and 
community engagement. 

Officer Hugo Gonzalez met with Jim 
Tucker regarding an incident in which a 
vehicle struck a residence near Alameda 
and Wyoming. This appears to be a 
recurring concern in that area. He 
contacted James MacCornack with 
Streets and Engineering, collected 
photographs from both the current and 
prior incidents, and forwarded the 
documentation along with 
recommendations aimed at preventing 
future occurrences. 
 
February 27:  
Officer Hugo Gonzalez met with Steven Rogers and Reyes Garcia, residents of the 1600 block of 
Ohio. They reported that the neighborhood has remained calm with no recent issues. They are 
actively encouraging additional neighbor involvement and are working toward organizing a 
neighborhood potluck. New Neighborhood Watch signs were provided.  

Academy:  
All 8 police recruits (Carlos Acosta, Dominic Villalobos, Antonio Balbino, Keidy Martell, Aaron 
Gonzales, Luis Villa, Bryce Sanchez, Fabian Vigil) are currently attending the academy in Santa Fe.  
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Drone 

TOTAL FLIGHTS: 294  
   From RPD: 150 
   From RFD Station 3: 76 
   From RFD Station 5: 59 
   Mobile: 9 
FLIGHT TIME: 55:57 flight hours 
DISTANCE TRAVELED: 584 miles 
REPORTS: 218 
ARRESTS: 25 
CALLS FOR SERVICE: 216 
REQUESTED ASSISTANCE: 2 
CLEARED CALLS: N/A 
ASSISTED: N/A 

 
 

Special Investigations Div./Chaves County Metro Narcotics Task Force 

New Activities – 47 new activities were generated this month.  Agents executed 9 search warrants, 

made 14 controlled buys of narcotics, made 20 arrests, seized 5 firearms and had 8 activities that were 

classified as “Other.” 

SROVTs/Training  

-Task Force conducted 5 SROVTs this month 

-2 SWAT trainings this month 

Monthly Highlights  

– Agents seized 113.5 grams of Methamphetamine 

– Agents seized 478.3 grams of Methamphetamine, 76.7 grams of cocaine and 2 firearms 

– Agents seized 181.6 grams of Methamphetamine 

– Agents seized 83.6 grams of Methamphetamine 

– Agents seized 151.6 grams of Methamphetamine 

– Agents seized 363 Fentanyl pills 

Additional Monthly Happenings 

-Multi-agency (State Police & DEA) SWAT operation 

-Officer Steven Willis transferred to SID on 2/16/26 (Effective date was 2/20/26) 
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Criminal Investigations Division  

Monday 2-2-2026 

Det. Juarez obtained an arrest warrant for Claudia Hanrahan for four counts of Child Abuse.     

Wednesday 2-4-2026 

Det. Barrientos was called out to 802 El Dora for a shooting.  Robert Lopez Jr. had shot his 

father Robert Lopez Sr.  Sr. was attacking Jr.’s girlfriend and Jr. intervened.  There was a size 

disparity between Sr. and Jr., as well as a history of violence.  The shooting appears to be 

justified by self-defense.  The case has been submitted to the DA’s office for review, there were 

no arrests made in relation to the shooting on the night it occurred.   

Det. Franklin was assigned a very complex identity theft/fraud case.  An unknown female, later 

identified properly to be Maria Avila, had been living under the false name “Beatriz 

Bustamante” for at least the last 23 years. The real Beatriz Bustamante was in federal prison 

and when she was released, she realized someone else had been using her identity.  Det. 

Franklin obtained a search warrant for 313 E. Bonney.  Ms. Avila was contacted, interviewed, 

and she admitted to the entire identity-theft scheme.  Thousands of documents and three 

vehicles were seized.  Numerous federal and state charges are pending.  She is currently 

incarcerated at CCDC on a patrol warrant for Contributing to the Delinquency of a Minor and 

she was placed on an ICE hold.  

Thursday 2-5-2026 

Det. Shannon had obtained a DNA search warrant for Esteban Conde for a CSP investigation.  

Det. Shannon received information that Mr. Conde would be hiding at 1704 N. Kansas.  CID 

responded to the residence and after being given consent to search for Mr. Conde, located him 

under a bed hiding.   He was placed under arrest for REO.  The DNA search warrant was 

executed as well.   

Friday 2-6-2026 

Det. Barrientos obtained search warrants for medical records and for Ring (doorbell camera 

company) as part of his continuing investigation into the shooting on 2/4.  

Wednesday 2-11-2026 

Det. Basile obtained two search warrants for phones as part his investigation into a 2021 

homicide at 1901 S. Sunset.   
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Thursday 2-12-2026 

Det. Shannon obtained an arrest warrant for Cassandra Melendez for Criminal Damage to the 

Property of a Household Member over $1,000, Stalking, and Disorderly Conduct.   

Monday 2-16-2026 

Det. Franklin was called out to a shooting which had occurred at 3400 S. Union.  A female had 

shown up to ENMMC with a GSW to the leg.  After gathering all the statements from the victim 

and witnesses, the shooting appeared to have been accidental.  It is believed that a group of 

juveniles were having a small party and playing with a gun when it went off accidentally.  This 

case is currently under review by the DA’s office.   

Wednesday 2-18-2026 

Det. Shannon obtained a search warrant for 301 Robin as part of a burglary investigation.   

Thursday 2-19-2026 

Det. Franklin obtained two search warrants for vehicles secured at the West Lot as part of his 

investigation into the identity theft from 2/4.   

Det. Barrientos obtained two search warrants for cell phones for an identity-theft case. 

Det. Shappard obtained search warrants for 64 G St. and 2 B St. as part of a burglary 

investigation. 

Wednesday 2-25-2026 

Det. Shannon obtained an arrest warrant for Joshua Collins for Aggravated Stalking and 

Larceny. 

Det. Shappard obtained arrest warrants for Arturo Madrid and Ofelia Sarellano for Aggravated 

Burglary, two counts of Burglary, and Conspiracy to Commit Burglary.   
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Technical Services Unit/Property                                                                                                                

The division highlights for February: 

 TSU highlights 

· TSU helped with the execution of 13 search warrants. 

· TSU responded to 17 callouts. 

· TSU processed 4 items. 

· TSU constructed 1 photo array for CID and Patrol.   

· TSU conducted 0 trainings for Patrol and itself.   

· TSU conducted 4 phone extractions.   

· TSU conducted 0 video enhancements.  

· TSU assisted with 18 calls for service. 

 

Property Highlights 

Property booked in the following: 427 total items, including 104 drug items, and 28 firearms. 

 

· 2 items sent to lab.  

· 0 cash deposited totaling $0 

· 1 item transferred to outside agencies (ATF/HSI/FBI).  

· 54 items returned to owner/other.  

· 0 Destruction Orders obtained and executed. There are 0 destruction orders in progress.   

· 0 firearms destroyed per destruction order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  YTD FEBRUARY 

Items booked in 749 427 

Guns 60 28 

Drugs 149 104 

Sent to lab                  66 2 

Cash Deposits 1 0 

Money deposited $14,045.85 $0 

Transferred 54                        1 

RTOW/RETO               94 54 

D.O.'s Executed 0 0 

Total Items Dest. 0 0 

Firearms Dest. 0 0 
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ROSWELL POLICE DEPARTMENT 
MONTHLY REPORT – February 2026 

   

    
THIS 

MONTH YEAR  
LAST 
YEAR 

% 
Change 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 
THIS 

MONTH LAST YEAR TO DATE TO DATE (+/-) 

Murder* 0 0 1 2 -50.00% 

Justifiable Homicide 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

Criminal Sexual Penetration 2 2 4 3 33.33% 

Robbery 3 0 5 0 NA 

Aggravated Assault/Battery 24 26 50 45 11.11% 

Minors-Sexual Penetration 0 0 2 3 -33.33% 

Minors-Sexual Contact 2 6 3 7 -57.14% 

Child Abuse 3 4 6 14 -57.14% 

Crimes Against Persons (Non-Violent)* 169 185 337 341 -1.17% 

      

CRIMES AGAINST HOUSEHOLD MEMBER           

Domestic Violence-Physical Contact 49 40 90 75 20.00% 

Domestic Violence-Verbal 37 24 79 54 46.30% 

       

PROPERTY CRIMES           

Burglary                       11 6 22 22 0.00% 

Larceny                                           77 76 128 143 -10.49% 

Motor Vehicle Theft                        10 5 16 10 60.00% 

Criminal Damage                            47 35 97 76 27.63% 

Graffiti                                 0 0 0 1 -100.00% 

All Other Crimes Against Property 22 19 34 39 -12.82% 

       

DWI 12 6 23 15 53.33% 

       

PERSONS ARRESTED 267 356 580 679 -14.58% 

       

TRAFFIC REPORT           

Fatal Accidents 1 0 1 1 0.00% 

Injury Accidents 17 13 30 24 25.00% 

Property Damage Only 69 48 131 99 32.32% 

           

Traffic Citations 245 707 632 1,262 -49.92% 

        

TOTAL ACTIVITIES           

Officer Initiated 1,587 2,188 3,206 4,191 -23.50% 

Calls for Service 2,254 2,148 4,448 4,390 1.32% 

*Less Justifiable Homicide ie: self-defense, officer-involved shootings, etc.     
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THIS 

MONTH 
THIS 

MONTH 
YEAR  

TO DATE 

LAST 
YEAR 

TO DATE 

% 
Change 

(+/-) 

PART I CRIMES  

LAST 
YEAR    

CRIMINAL HOMICIDE TOTAL 0 0 1 2 -50.00% 

Murder/Nonnegligent Homicide 0 0 1 2 -50.00% 

Manslaughter By Negligence 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

           

FORCIBLE RAPE TOTAL 2 2 6 6 0.00% 

Rape By Force 2 2 6 6 0.00% 

Attempts to Commit Forcible Rape 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

           

ROBBERY TOTAL 3 0 5 0 NA 

Firearm 0 0 1 0 NA 

Knife or Cutting Instrument 0 0 1 0 NA 

Other Dangerous Weapon 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

Strong-Arm (Hands, Fists, Feet, Etc.) 3 0 3 0 NA 

           

ASSAULT/BATTERY TOTAL 104 126 210 214 -1.87% 

Firearm 10 15 22 25 -12.00% 

Knife or Cutting Instrument 6 2 13 5 160.00% 

Other Dangerous Weapon 4 6 8 10 -20.00% 

Hands, Fists, Feet, Etc.-Aggravated 
Injury 4 3 7 5 40.00% 

Other Assaults-Simple, Not Aggravated 80 100 160 169 -5.33% 

           

BURGLARY TOTAL 11 6 22 22 0.00% 

Forcible Entry 5 5 11 14 -21.43% 

Unlawful Entry-No Force 6 1 11 8 37.50% 

Attempted Forcible Entry 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

           

LARCENY THEFT TOTAL 77 76 128 143 -10.49% 

           

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT TOTAL 10 5 16 10 60.00% 

Autos 8 3 14 8 75.00% 

Trucks and Busses 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

Other Vehicles 2 2 2 2 0.00% 

           

GRAND TOTAL 207 215 388 397 -2.27% 

      

CRIMES NOT REPORTED ELSEWHERE           

Arson 1 1 2 4 -50.00% 

LEOKA*  (Also shown in Part I 
Assaults) 19 23 44 42 4.76% 

*Law Enforcement Officers Killed or Assaulted     
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THIS 

MONTH 
THIS 

MONTH YEAR  

LAST 
YEAR 

TO DATE 

% 
Change 

(+/-) 

PART II CRIMES  

LAST 
YEAR 

TO 
DATE   

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS (Non-Violent)           

            

Weapons Violations 6 11 12 19 -36.84% 

Voyeurism Prohibited 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

Indecent Exposure 3 0 3 0 NA 

Child Solicitation by Electronic Means 0 2 1 2 -50.00% 

Enticement of a Child 1 1 1 1 0.00% 

Custodial Interference 2 3 4 6 -33.33% 

Disorderly Conduct 11 6 19 18 5.56% 

Disorderly House 0 0 2 0 NA 

Criminal Trespass 13 16 32 34 -5.88% 

Simple Assault/Simple Battery 80 100 160 169 -5.33% 

Harassment 13 9 23 13 76.92% 

Stalking 1 2 4 2 100.00% 

Kidnapping 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

Threats 5 4 12 11 9.09% 

Public Affray 3 4 5 5 0.00% 

Public Nuisance 5 3 10 7 42.86% 

Runaway 18 15 26 27 -3.70% 

Emergency Removal 4 4 10 15 -33.33% 

Missing Person 3 2 9 7 28.57% 

TRO Violation 1 3 4 5 -20.00% 

            

TOTAL   169 185 337 341 -1.17% 

           

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY           

            

Forgery 0 3 0 4 -100.00% 

Fraud 9 10 14 17 -17.65% 

Embezzlement 4 3 5 5 0.00% 

Shooting at Unoccupied Dwelling or Veh 2 0 7 3 133.33% 

Stolen Property Possession/Recovery 1 0 1 2 -50.00% 

Identity Theft 6 3 7 8 -12.50% 

            

TOTAL   22 19 34 39 -12.82% 

           

GRAND TOTAL 191 204 371 380 -2.37% 

 



 

20 
 

  
THIS 

MONTH 
THIS 

MONTH YEAR  

LAST 
YEAR 

TO DATE 

% 
Change 

(+/-) 

   

LAST 
YEAR 

TO 
DATE   

IPRA Requests           

IPRAs for Lapel Video 93 61 187 130 43.85% 

IPRAs All Other 101 70 192 184 4.35% 

Video Redaction Hours   198.61 134 374.91 279 34.38% 

            

IPRA Requests Total 194 131 379 314 20.70% 
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FLEET 
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