
Roswell City Council
Chaves County Administrative Center
Commission Chambers-#1 St. Mary’s Place
Roswell, New Mexico 88203
Thursday, March 12, 2026, at 6:00 pm

Notice of this meeting was given to the public in compliance with Sections 10-15-1 through 10-
15-4 NMSA 1978 and Resolution 26-12.

The meeting convened at 6:00 p.m. with Mayor Jennings presiding: 

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Carlos Marrujo Present
Cristina Arnold Present
Will Cavin Present
Kurt Gass Absent
Juan Oropesa Present
Robert Corn Present
Darrell Johnson Present
Ed Heldenbrand Present
Julian Halvorson Present
Angela Moore Present

FOR THE RECORD: Councilor Gass attended via GoTo. Due to technical difficulties, he was 
unable to be heard when votes were taken until Item No. 34.

Councilor Marrujo led in prayer, and Councilor Cavin led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

1. Approval of agenda - approve the agenda for the April 9, 2026, Regular City Council Meeting.

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Corn moved to amend the agenda. The first amendment revises the 
amount listed for airfield painting and striping services by Desert West Enterprises, LLC, at the 
Roswell Air Center, Item No. 14 to $438,921.41. The second amendment is Item No. 40, there is 
a scrivener’s error, changing Byrne to Reese. The motion was seconded by Councilor Marrujo.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Carlos Marrujo Yes
Cristina Arnold Yes

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

41
42



Will Cavin Yes
Juan Oropesa Yes
Robert Corn Yes
Darrell Johnson Yes
Ed Heldenbrand Yes
Julian Halvorson Yes
Angela Moore Yes

MOTION PASSED: 9-0

2. Approval of consent agenda - approve the consent agenda for the April 9, 2026, Regular City
Council Meeting. 

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Corn made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Cavin 
was the second.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Carlos Marrujo Yes
Cristina Arnold Yes
Will Cavin Yes
Juan Oropesa Yes
Robert Corn Yes
Darrell Johnson Yes
Ed Heldenbrand Yes
Julian Halvorson Yes
Angela Moore Yes

MOTION PASSED: 9-0

CONSENT ITEMS (items 3-30 will be approved at the time of the approval of the consent
agenda)

3. Approval of a budget adjustment in the amount of $1,695,762.11 from the Public Safety Fund 
and approval of an early loan payoff to eliminate debt obligations and maximize cost savings by 
avoiding future interest in the amount of $2,009,520.31. The remaining balance of $313,758.20 
will come from the existing Fire Protection Fund. 

4. Approval of a budget adjustment for up to $50,075.76, and approval to award the proposed 
estimate to White Rock Construction & Services, Inc. for the renovation of RFD Station 5 for up 
to $150,075.76. 
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5. Approval of a purchase order in the amount of $123,185 for conservation of two-dimensional 
collection items by The Conservation Center. 

6. Approval of the Roswell-Chaves County Economic Development Corporation funding request
of $200,000 for Fiscal Year 2027. 

7. Approval of PO request for Brasier Asphalt for $1,114,910.16 for pavement milling and 
overlay on Second Street from Sunset to East City Limit. 

8. Approval of a PO to San Bar Construction Corporation in the amount of $99,999.95 which 
includes GRT for re-striping of City roads. 

9. Approval of PO request for San Bar for $79,266.13 for replacing pavement striping and 
markings on Second Street from Sunset to East City Limit. 

10. Approval of the Professional Service Agreement with Sparktek Service, LLC 

11. Recommend approval of the City of Roswell's IT Department to enter into a month-to-month 
lease beginning March 1, 2026, for Building 92 at the Roswell Air Center 

12. Approval of a budget adjustment of $12,595.25 and approval of the installation of flooring 
replacement and abatement for the City Hall Administration offices in the amount of
$22,572.84. 

13. Approval of the purchase of one (1) John Deere Broce RJT350 Sweeper from 4 Rivers 
Equipment for airport runway and taxiway maintenance, in the amount of $77,706.98, utilizing 
the CES Cooperative Contract 2022-10-C102-ALL 

14. Approval for airfield painting and striping services with Desert West Enterprises, LLC, at the 
Roswell Air Center, in the amount of $377,891.20, through CES Cooperative Contract 2026-
6-R1239-ALL. The original amount was revised during the April 2, 2026, Finance Committee 
Meeting to $438,921.41, and the item was subsequently forwarded to the consent agenda.

15. Approval of the request to perform the following work for BLM Taxiway L. A change order 
has been set in place in the amount of $135,144.69.

16. Approval of a budget adjustment in the amount of $714,316.51 to purchase equipment 
needed for the Water Maintenance Construction Crew from the Water Enterprise Fund cash 
reserves. Included in the minutes are the correct attachments: 
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1. Loader Quote 
2. Backhoe Quote 
3. Pumps Quote

17. Approval of a budget adjustment and approval to issue a purchase order through Sourcewell 
Contract #101221-VAC to Vac-Con, Inc., in the amount of $580,527.77 from the Wastewater 
Enterprise cash reserves. 

18. Approval of a budget adjustment and approval to issue a purchase order to Wagner 
Equipment Co. under Sourcewell Contract #011723-CAT, in the amount of $202,041.27, for the 
purchase of a Caterpillar 920wheel loader from the Wastewater Enterprise cash reserves.

19. Approval of a budget adjustment and approval to issue a purchase order to Wagner 
Equipment Co. under Sourcewell Contract #011723-CAT, in the amount of $150,384.00, for a 
Caterpillar 420 backhoe for South Park Cemetery. 

20. Approval of a budget adjustment in the amount of $34,990.79, and approval to purchase the 
replacement of two compressors on the VRV system at the Recreation Center. 

21. Approval of a budget adjustment and approval to issue a purchase order to RoofCare 
Services 
through CES Contract #2026-05-G1123-ALL, in the amount of $75,669.45, for City Hall roof 
renovation services for the entirety of the building's roof. 

22. Ordinance 26-03: Authorize to advertise for a public hearing. Ordinance 26-03: An 
Ordinance amending the updated Fire Code references within Chapter 13 of the City Ordinance 

Resolution(s)

23. Resolution 26-17: adoption of Resolution 26-17 for support of projects in response to the 
NMDOT's January 2026, TPF Funding, Call for Projects. 

24. Resolution 26-18: Weeds - The Resolution shall mandate the cleanup of approximately 
twenty- five (25) separate properties within the City. 

25. Resolution 26-19: Condemnations - adoption of Resolution 26-19 the Resolution shall 
require the removal or demolition of four (4) dilapidated structures. 

26. Resolution 26-20: Adoption of Resolution 26-20 approving a budget adjustment for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2026. 
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ROW Leases

27. Approval of a ten (10) year lease of Building 611 at the Roswell Air Center to Carlsbad
Lifehouse Inc. for $131.488.00 per annum 

Bids, RFP's and Agreements

28. Approval to award RFP 26-005 for Ground EMS Billing Services to EMS Management & 
Consultants, Inc. 

29. Approval to advertise RFP 26-006 for construction services and repairs to City-owned 
facilities and infrastructure 

Minutes

30. Approval of the minutes from the Regular City Council meeting on March 12, 2026.

NON-ACTION ITEMS (Information Items)

31. Airport Updates (Omar Gonzalez/Fred Telling) 

Fred Telling announced that the races are scheduled to take place at the Roswell Air Center from 
September 16–20, 2026. He also informed the Council that ticket sales will open to the public on 
April 23, 2026.

32. Airport Advisory Commission Updates (Bud Kunkel)

33. Out-of-State Travel (Informational Only)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Two constituents signed up to participate in public comment. Sarah MacArthur addressed 
Industrial Revenue Bonds, and Daniel Rubio spoke on Merchant Fees and his interaction with 
the City of Roswell.

PUBLIC HEARING(S)

34. Ordinance 26-04: Authorize to advertise for a public hearing on proposed Ordinance 26-04, 
An Ordinance Amending the City of Roswell's Purchasing Procedures. 
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BACKGROUND: The original proposed ordinance by Councilor Heldenbrand sought to clarify 
what procurements and contracts need to be presented to the council, when, and how the City 
manager may promulgate policies and procedures. Since the initial drafting of the proposed 
ordinance, the city hired an Internal Auditor. As part of her services, the auditor shall 
"[c]ommunicate with City Leadership, including the City Manager, the Mayor, the Finance and 
Audit Committee, any identified deficiencies and weaknesses, and make recommendations for 
improvements on a regular basis." At the February Governing Body meeting, at the request of the 
City Manager, this proposed ordinance was referred by the Governing Body to the Legal 
Committee for consideration in light of the Internal Auditor's suggestions. The Internal Auditor's 
initial report to the Audit Committee is in draft, but due to the timing and subject matter of the 
proposed ordinance, the City Manager placed the suggestions before the legal committee. 

DISCUSSION: It was determined that this item would be referred back to the Finance 
Committee while the City’s Internal Auditor works with Management to develop and review 
relevant policies and procedures.

MOTION: Councilor Heldenbrand moved to refer the item back to the Finance Committee. The 
motion was seconded by Councilor Moore.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

FOR THE RECORD: Councilor Gass resolved technical difficulties and was present and active 
via GoTo.

35. Hold a public hearing and vote on a transfer of ownership and change of location of 
dispenser Liquor License No, DIS-000897 with on premises consumption only with patio 
service. Majec Gala, LLC d|b|a| The Gala Event Center, located at 3 Petro Drive, Roswell, NM 
88201

BACKGROUND: Under NMSA 1978 § 60-6B-4, the governing body is required to conduct a 
public hearing on the application and must, by roll-call vote, approve or disapprove the application. 
The hearing is quasi-judicial in nature and must be conducted accordingly. Majec Galla d|b|a The 
Gala Event Center, located at 3 Petro Drive, Roswell, NM 88201, has applied for a transfer of 
ownership and change of location of dispenser Liquor License No. DIS-000897 with on premises 
consumption  only  with  patio  service.  In  considering  whether  to  approve  or  disapprove  the 
application, the governing body may only disapprove of the application if it finds substantial 
evidence to support one of the following: 

 The proposed location is within an area which the sale of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
by the laws of New Mexico; or

 The issuance or transfer would be in violation of zoning or other ordinance of the governing 
body; or
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 The issuance or transfer of a license would be detrimental to the public health, safety, or 
morals of the residents of the local option district. The governing body is required to notify 
the Director of Alcohol and Gaming Division of the New Mexico Regulation and Licensing 
Department  within thirty  (30)  days of  the  public  hearing whether  it  has  approved or 
disapproved the application. This is done by the City Clerk.

MOTION: Councilor Halvorson made a motion to hold a public hearing and vote on a transfer of 
ownership and change of location of dispenser Liquor License No, DIS-000897 with on premises 
consumption only with patio service. Majec Gala, LLC d|b|a| The Gala Event Center, located at 3 
Petro Drive, Roswell, NM 88201. Councilor Cavin was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was taken with eight Councilors present and one Councilor participating via 
GoTo. 

MOTION PASSED: 8-1 

FOR THE RECORD: Councilor Arnold stepped away from 7:25 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS / REGULAR ITEMS

36. Approval for a permanent change to the floor plan of a licensed premises for Walmart Stores 
East, LP d\b\a Walmart Supercenter #611 located at 4500 N. Main Street, Roswell, NM 88201.

BACKGROUND: Walmart Stores East, LP, d/b/a Walmart Supercenter #611, holder of Dispenser 
License  No.  DIS?000038,  has  submitted  an  application  to  the  New Mexico  Regulation  and 
Licensing Department, Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, requesting approval for a permanent 
expansion/change of the approved floor plan at the licensed premises located at 4500A N. Main 
Street, Roswell, Chaves County, New Mexico. The proposed change consists of an expansion of 
4,180 square feet, increasing the total licensed premises from 203,602 square feet to 207,782 
square feet. The added area will be utilized solely by Walmart associates for the preparation and 
processing of online pickup and delivery orders. The applicant has affirmed that no alcohol will  
be stored, sold, served, or dispensed in the additional space, and that the existing approved alcohol 
sales area will remain unchanged. The proposed expansion does not result in a change of street 
address, does not increase the licensed premises by twenty-five percent (25%) or more, does not 
bring the premises within 300 feet of a church or school, and does not involve any change in 
ownership or operation of the licensee. The request is submitted for local governing body review 
and approval pursuant to applicable provisions of the New Mexico Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Act and the New Mexico Administrative Code governing permanent changes or expansions to 
licensed premises.

FOR THE RECORD: Councilor Gass was able to resolve technical difficulties and participate in 
the meeting.
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MOTION:  Mayor Pro-Tem Corn made a motion to approve a permanent change to the floor 
plan of a licensed premises for Walmart Stores East, LP d\b\a Walmart Supercenter #611 located 
at 4500 N. Main Street, Roswell, NM 88201. Councilor Heldenbrand was the second.
 
VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous, with Councilor Gass participating via GoTo

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

37. Approval of five-year water rights lease agreement with Leprino Foods Co. for 1,200 acre-
feet of City of Roswell water rights, including an option for one (1) five-year renewal term.

BACKGROUND: The City of Roswell (Lessor) owns certain Artesian water rights and water 
wells in Chaves County, New Mexico and proposes to lease a portion of said water rights to 
Leprino Foods Co. (Lessee) The total water rights Lessor desires to lease to Lessee is 1,200 acre-
feet per year at the Lessee's location. The initial term of this proposed lease is from 11/1/2026 to 
10/31/2031.

DISCUSSION:  The acre-foot value was discussed and determined to be undetermined at this 
time. Both Leprino and the City of Roswell acknowledged that neither party has established the 
acre-foot value. It was agreed that, for a one-year period, the rate will be set at $50.00 per acre, 
with the value to be renegotiated prior to the end of the first year.

MOTION: Councilor Cavin made a motion to amend the lease agreement to read $50.00 an acre 
to be negotiated by the end of the 1st year. Councilor Johnson was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous, with Councilor Gass joining the meeting via GoTo.

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

MOTION:  Councilor Cavin made a motion to approve the water rights lease agreement with 
Leprino Foods Co as amended. Councilor Arnold was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous, with Councilor Gass joining the meeting via GoTo.

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

38. Resolution 26-21: Adoption of Resolution 26-21 approving the FY24 Audit & Corrective 
Action Plan.

BACKGROUND: The City of Roswell has received authorization to release the FY24 Audit 
Report. The State of New Mexico Audit Rule (NMAC 2.2.2.10(M)(4)) requires the final audit 
report to be presented to the governing authority of an agency at a meeting held in accordance with 
the Open Meetings Act. The New Mexico Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) 
requires the Governing Body to approve a resolution showing acceptance and approval of the 
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FY24 Audit. In addition, DFA requires a corrective action plan on the findings presented in the 
audit report.

MOTION:  Councilor Heldenbrand made a motion to adopt Resolution 26-21: Approving the 
FY24 Audit & Corrective Action Plan. Councilor Oropesa was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous with Councilor Gass joining the meeting via GoTo.

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

39. Consider approval of Mayor Jennings' recommendation of appointments to the Flood Task 
Force as follows: 

Brian Houghtalin (1st Term 04/10/26 - 03/31/28)

BACKGROUND: The Flood Task Force shall consist of 5 members.

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Corn made a motion for unanimous consent of item(s) 39, 40, 41, 42 
& 43 in one motion. Councilor Moore was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous, with Councilor Gass joining the meeting via GoTo.

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

40. Approval of Mayor Jennings' recommendations of appointments to the Cemetery Board as
follows: 

Position 2 - Sarah Reese 1st Term - 04/10/26 - 03/31/30)

BACKGROUND: The Cemetery Board consists of five (5) members and one (1) ex-officio 
member.  Each member shall serve four-year terms with no term limits. 

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Corn made a motion for unanimous consent of item(s) 39, 40, 41, 42 
& 43 in one motion. Councilor Moore was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous, with Councilor Gass joining the meeting via GoTo

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

41. Consider approval of Mayor Jennings' recommendation of appointment to the Occupancy 
Tax Board as follows: 

Position 1 - Lodging - Kabir Bhakta (1st Term 04/10/26-03/31-30)
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BACKGROUND: The Occupancy Tax Board consists of 5 members. Each member shall serve 
(2) four-year terms. 

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Corn made a motion for unanimous consent of item(s) 39, 40, 41, 42 
& 43 in one motion. Councilor Moore was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous, with Councilor Gass joining the meeting via GoTo

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

42. Consider approval of Mayor Jennings' recommendations of the following appointment to the
Planning and Zoning Commission as follows:

 Position 2 LeLynn Taylor (1st Term: 04/10/26-03/31/30) 

BACKGROUND: The Planning and Zoning Commission consists of 7 members. Each member 
shall serve 2-four-year terms.

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Corn made a motion for unanimous consent of item(s) 39, 40, 41, 42 
& 43 in one motion. Councilor Moore was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous, with Councilor Gass joining the meeting via GoTo

MOTION PASSED: 10-0

43. Consider approval of Mayor Jennings' recommendation of appointments to the Airport
Advisory Commission as follows: 

Position 2: Jon Hitchcock (3rd Term 04/10/26-03/31/28)

Position 3: Cliff Waide (Partial Term 04/10/26-03/31/27)

Position 5: Clayton Hightower (1st Term 04/10/26-03/31/28)

BACKGROUND: The Airport Advisory Commission consists of 5 members. Each member shall 
serve for a two-year term.

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Corn made a motion for unanimous consent of item(s) 39, 40, 41, 42 
& 43 in one motion. Councilor Moore was the second.

VOTE: A voice vote was unanimous, with Councilor Gass joining the meeting via GoTo
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MOTION PASSED: 10-0

COUNCILOR COMMENTS (Information Only)

Councilor Halvorson spoke about Roswell 250, which is a community initiative celebrating the 
250th anniversary of the United States. The celebration will include a year-long series of events. 
Councilor Halvorson wanted to invite everyone to attend Arbor Day festivities on Saturday, April 
11, 2026, at the Spring River Zoo. 
Mayor Pro-Tem Corn inquired about the five-year plans listed on the Finance agenda. Councilor 
Gass responded that the Council would be reviewing them in the near future.

CITY MANAGER REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS (Information Only)

City Manager Hess Yntema reported that the new United flight initially experienced slow 
activity but has since seen increased usage. He informed the Council that Mac Rogers would be 
preparing a Master Appropriation Request to allow the city to proceed with items that are 
anticipated to be, or have already been, obligated by FEMA. Mr. Yntema also discussed 
employee salary matters.

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 P.M.

Approved on this 14th day of May 2026. 
 

(City Seal)
 
                                                                                    _________________________________
                                                                                    Timothy Z. Jennings, Mayor
 
  
___________________________________
Amalia Martinez, City Clerk
  

Prepared by: Angela Garcia
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