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Law Enforcement Daily Training Bulletin 
 

USE OF FORCE 
Medical Attention for Injuries Sustained Using Force 

 
SCENARIO: Augustus Snerd and Samuel Mortimer get into a fight over a pool game in 
the Dive Bar. By the time you and your backup arrive, a full-on, bench clearing brawl is 
in progress. Eventually you utilize some very appropriate baton strikes. The crowd 
settles down and Mr. Snerd and Mr. Mortimer are arrested. Paramedics are on scene. 
Mr. Mortimer complains of pain to his leg from the baton strikes and you can see some 
redness and an abrasion. The injuries appear to be minor. 
 
ISSUE: WHAT ARE YOUR OBLIGATIONS AFTER INFLICTING INJURY BY USING 
FORCE UPON MR. MORTIMER? 
 
RULE: Prior to booking or release, medical assistance shall be obtained for any person 
who  exhibits signs of physical distress, who has sustained visible injury, expresses a 
complaint of injury or continuing pain, or who was rendered unconscious. Any individual 
exhibiting signs of physical distress after an encounter should be continuously monitored 
until he/she can be medically assessed. 

Based upon the officer’s initial assessment of the nature and extent of the subject’s 
injuries, medical assistance may consist of examination by fire personnel, paramedics, 
hospital staff or medical staff at the jail. 

 
ANALYSIS: When you apply force and the subject of the force sustains injury, 
complains of pain or becomes unconscious, you are obligated to obtain medical 
assistance. Since Mr. Mortimer’s injury appears to be minor, have the paramedics 
examine him and either treat him as appropriate or clear him. Don’t forget to document 
the use of force, injury and subsequent medical examination in your report. Remember 
too, that according to policy photographs of the visible or complained of area of the injury 
should also be taken and referred to in your report. 
 
CONCLUSION: Responsible use of force comes with obligations. If a subject is in pain, 
has a visible injury or loses consciousness, seek medical attention for the subject prior to 
booking or release. 
 
POLICY: 300.6-Medical Considerations 
 
QUESTION: Minor injuries caused by use of force do not require medical examination. 
 
ANSWERS:  a) True 
 b) False 

 
CORRECT ANSWER: b) False 


