
M I N U T E S 

Regular Council Meeting 
San Luis City Council 

San Luis Council Chambers 

1090 E. Union Street 
February 12, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL: Mayor Gerardo Sanchez called the Regular City 

Council meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. 
                      

          PRESENT:  Mayor Gerardo Sanchez 
    Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz (telephonically)  

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  

Council Member Jose Ponce 
Council Member Matias Rosales 

Council Member Gloria Torres 
 
ABSENT: Council Member Africa Luna-Carrasco 

 
 

   OTHERS PRESENT: Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Administrator  

Jose Luis Cisneros, Acting City Clerk 
Kay Marion Macuil, City Attorney 

Angel Ramirez, Fire Chief 
Axel Chayra, IT Technician 

Carlos Muela, Police Officer  

Derek Duenas, IT Manager 
Enrique Lopez, Assistant Fire Chief 

Eulogio Vera, Director of Public Works  

Fausto Gonzalez, Trainning and Programs Coordinator  
Francia Alonso, Assistant to Council/PIO 

Ivan Gutierrez, Economic Development Assistant 

James Einwaechter, Assistant Director of Public Works 
Jenny Torres, Economic Development Manager 

Jesus Gaxiola, Maintenance Technician  
Jorge Perez, Billing & Collections Manager 

Jose A. Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning  

Juan Maldonado, Mechanic 
Marco Santana, Police Lieutenant  

Maria A. Roldan, Assistant Director of Parks & Recreation 

Mauricio Monatano, Maintenance Technician  
Monica Castro, Director of Finance 

Noe Reyes, Maintenance Technician  
Oscar Barnett, Building Permit Technician  

Richard Bauermann, Fire Inspector  

Richard Jessup, Chief of Police 
Robert Fernandez, Fire Fighter 

Rosalva Leon, Acting Recruitment Coordinator  
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Sierra Harlan, Recreation Specialist  
Aracely Yanez, Resident 

Aurora G. Peña, Jardin de Eventos Ok’Asiones Owner 

Christian Cuevas, Simultenous Interpreter  
Cesar Neyoy, Reporter  

Enrique Rivera, Resident  

Guillermina Fuentes, Resident 
Jose Villa, Resident  

Lucy Lopez, Reporter 

Sebastian Peña, Jardin de Eventos Ok’Asiones Owner 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3. INVOCATION 
 
Mr. Richard Jessup, Chief of Police led the invocation. 

 
4. PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATION 

 
4.A.  Proclamation – Career and Technical Education Month – February 2020 
 

Mr. Jose L. Cisneros, Acting City Clerk, read the proclamation in its entirety. 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commented on the on the importance of technical education. 

He mentioned that the city is a member of 4Fonted, which was formed by mayors of 
Yuma county, and are focusing on promoting technical education as high schools in the 

area are lacking this type of education. He mentioned that Arizona Western College 
(AWC) has received a grant and they will be conducting efforts to provide more 
technical education careers in the Yuma and San Luis campuses. He commented that 

when manufacturers come to the area, they look at the technical skills of the workers. It 
is very important to do things like this as is very positive for the city and the community. 

 
4.B.  Proclamation – Teen Dating Violence Prevention and Awareness Month - 
February 2020 

 
Mr. Jose L. Cisneros, Acting City Clerk, read the proclamation in its entirety. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commented on the importance of discussing this topic, as it is 
something that does not get talked about, but occurs in this community. He mentioned 

that the statistics are true. It is unfortunate that this occurs but with the help of our 
Police and Fire Departments and by trying to educate the young population that it is not 

acceptable and against the law. Amberly’s Place has always advocated for this cause 
and along the city’s partners, a difference will be made in the community.  
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4.C.  Introduction of the City of San Luis new hires for the 4th quarter from 

October through December 2019.  (Edgardo Carbajal, Acting Director of Human 
Resources) 
 

Mr. Fausto Gonzalez, HR Training & Programs Coordinator introduced the new hires for 
the fourth quarter, October to December, 2019.  

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez welcomed all the new employees. He mentioned that the City 
of San Luis is one of the fastest growing communities in Arizona and thanked all the 

new employees for serving the community.  
 

Council Member Matias Rosales commented that staff is doing a good job filling the 
positions that were vacant for a while, which are very much needed. He hopes that the 
departments get the support they need and that positions continue to be filled.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
5. A. MINUTES OF 
- Regular Council meeting held January 22, 2020 

 
5. B. DISBURSEMENTS FROM JANUARY 11, 2020 THROUGH JANUARY 31, 2020. 

Total Disbursements $949,132.38 
(Nine Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand, One Hundred Thirty-Two Dollars and Thirty-Eight 
Cents) 

 
MOTION:  Council Member Gloria Torres/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez    Aye 

Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz   Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce  Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
6. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS: 
 

6.A.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding 
authorization to purchase a vehicle storage garage for the San Luis Police 

Department.  (Richard Jessup, Chief of Police) 
 
Mr. Richard Jessup, Chief of Police, explained that the police department has been 

looking to expand the evidence room which was part of an audit. He mentioned that he 
is proud of the work the evidence department has been able to accomplish.  
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He explained that while they were working on the expansion of the evidence room, they 

realized a vehicle storage unit was necessary to store cars as evidence; a place where 
they could be kept safe, something that is necessary when cases are presented in court 
for prosecution. This type of storage will give the Police Department the ability to store 

vehicles and other types of evidence. He explained that before they had requested 
$50,000.00 but were approved for $30,000.00 to complete the project. Though, the the 

amount needed is $31,479.21. The rest will be transferred from other Police Deparmtnet 
accounts to make up the difference of $1,479.21. 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commented that never in the history of San Luis had there 
ever been an audit of the evidence room and it being 100 per cent running the way its 

supposed to. He congratulated the Police Department for their hard work and reminded 
everyone of the importance of having secure evidence storage.  
 

Chief Jessup explained the features of the stororage unit. 
 

Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz congratulated the Police Department for their 
accomplishments and reiterated the importance of providing the Police Department 
everything that they need to preserve and protect evidence.    

 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Jose Ponce/Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz to approve the 
purchase of a vehicle storage garage in the amount of $31,479.21 as presented. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez    Aye 
Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz   Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce  Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

6.B.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Order No. 
2020-2.  An order of the Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona, 

approving and adopting an amendment to extend to June 30, 2022, the 
Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of San Luis and Yuma Union High 
School District (YUHSD) #70 for funds supporting the San Luis Police 

Department's participation in the School Resource Officer overtime assignment at 
the San Luis High School. (Richard Jessup, Chief of Police and Marco Santana, 

Police Lieutenant) 
 
Mr. Richard Jessup, Chief of Police, explained how the deparmtnet has faced the 

problem of the shortage of officers and assigning School Resource Officers (SRO’S)at  
the local high school. He commented that the Police Department has certified at least 

six (6) or seven (7) officers in the SRO Program and they are looking to adding more.  
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This year, the Memorandum of Understanding(MOU) and Intergovernmental Agreement 

(IGA) are due for renewal; no changes have been made. They are pleased with the 
results they have obtained and he belives it is very important to continue to have 
representation from the Police Department at the high school as there is a fentanyl 

crisis going on. The Police Department is commited to providing all the support and 
resources the local schools need. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked the San Luis Police Department and the Yuma Union 
High School District for cooperating and providing funds for this program. He reiterated 

on the need for SRO’S in some of the communities schools. Population is growing and 
safety is first. He congratulated Mr. Jessup and his staff for thinking ahead and helping 

prevent a tragedy. He also thanked Council for supporting the Police Department. 
 
MOTION:  Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Jose Ponce to 

approve Order No. 2020-2. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez    Aye 

Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz   Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce  Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

6.C.  Public hearing followed by discussion and possible action on any and all 
matters regarding Conditional Use Permit Case No. 2019-0770. A request by 

Sebastian and Aurora G. Peña, owners, for a conditional use permit to allow 
outdoor live entertainment on property located at 780 N. Cesar Chavez Street, San 

Luis, Arizona.  (Jose A. Guzman, Director of Planning and Zoning) 
 

A. Open public hearing 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Jose Ponce to open 
the public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez    Aye 
Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz   Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce  Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

1. Staff presentation 
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Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, explained the purpose of the request 

is to allow outdoor live entertainment on the property located at 780 N. Cesar Chavez 
Street. This permit is to hold social events and live entertainment. Item was presented 
to the Planning & Zoning Commission in January. A neighbor was present at the 

meeting to complain about the loud music when the business was in use of the previous 
owner and it was used without a permit. She only had a permit for selling party supplies 

and they started renting the location for parties. Neighbors complained and when the 
owner was approached she decided to sell the property instead of applying for a permit.   
Staff recommends approval of Conditional Use Permit Case No. 2019-0770 subject to 

the following conditions: 

1. Conditional Use will be valid for 1 year. After the year, the applicant will resubmit 
the application, and staff will review any complaints during the said time frame.  

2. Hours of operations shall be as follows: 
o Sunday through Thursday until 9 p.m. (21 Hours Military Time) 
o Friday until 12:00 a.m. (midnight, 24 Hours Military Time) 

o Saturday until 12:00 a.m. (midnight, 24 Hours Military Time) 
3. Owner will remove existing shipping container from property before starting 

operations. 
4. Owner will provide notarized letter from other property owners to provide the 

necessary parking spaces.  

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez stated that the City of San Luis lacks a space like this; it is 
something that is needed. He mentioned that living on Cesar Chavez street is very 
unique, as one is able to have a business and residence at the same place. He asked if 

this area has been approved for Multi-Use. 
  
Mr. Guzman replied that it is still being worked on as it has been a long process; 

signatures from all the property owners are required and they are trying to avoid that by 
not changing any of the uses allowed currently. It will probably be approved by April.  

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commented that it is a very unique street as it is the only street 
in the City of San Luis with that option. He reminded everyone that there are some 

restrictions to the noise and time of operation. He explained that he believed that the 
previous owner had a permit and explained how beautiful the location is.  

 
Council Member Matias Rosales asked what item number four (4) in the list of 
conditions was.  

 
Mr. Guzman explained that a notarized letter is required stating that another property 

allows the owners to park vehicles there; she has a second property for that use. 
Council Member Gloria Torres asked if the owners agreed with the conditions.  
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez asked if the owners wanted to comment.  
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Aurora G. Peña,1195 American Street, Jardin de Eventos Ok’Asiones Owner, stated 

that they are the most interested in this business. They want to provide a service to the 
community. They have installed cameras that are running 24/7 that will tell when issues 
arise. They want to add that if they are going to complain, to please let her know and 

not waint until the problems worsens. They are very open to comments.  
Sergio Peña, son of Aurora Peña, commented that they have the best intentions; they 

need places like this in Town. He believes they can provide this service to the 
community and they are open to suggestions and comments. They will be willing to 
work with them.  

 
2. Call to the public on this item 

Jose Villa, Cesar Chavez Street, mentioned that they have had many issues before with 
noise and the hours. He explained that they do not have anything against the new 
owners but it is hard to be next to the location as the times and noise levels are not 

being respected. It is also about parking spaces, trash, people, bottles after the parties. 
They have had issues with people. Once there was a party and it got out of hand. He 

mentioned that council thinks a place like this is needed but it has to be in the proper 
space. This is an open space. They do not mind that this place is outdoors but when 
you are talking about parties, it has to be in a proper place. He mentioned that he had 

already complained and gave an example, about Ruben Walshe, as he has a similar 
business and he is doing it right; offering parking and it is behind closed doors. He also 

mentioned that he collected 30 signatures but stopped because the original owner sold 
the property.   
 

Guillermina Fuentes, 1630 N. 9th Ave., explained that she is in the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and that she has heard about this case. She understands that this part of 

the street is commercial/residential. It is very hard to make a decision like this, as how 
would you know whether it is right or wrong. She explained that she understands the 
concerns of the neighbors. She believes it is unfair when he is talking about the things 

that had happened with the previous owner and that they should give the new owners 
the opportuny to try to comply with what the Planning & Zoning Department is asking of 

them. They cannot say that the new owners are doing something wrong since they need 
to be given the opportinty to comply.  
 

Council Member Jose Ponce asked Mr. Guzman if the city needed to run a variance on 
this business.  

 
Mr. Guzman answered that it was not needed, as it is listed as a conditional use, 
allowed in the zoning area. Letters were mailed to all the property owners; there was a 

citizen review meeting were they allow the neighbors to comment and talk to the 
applicant and no comments were received from the public. Only one person commented 

at the Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting.  
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez explained that there are some restrictions to time limits and he 

thinks it is very important. His biggest concearns was allowing the permit up to two (2) 
or three (3) in the morning. It is too late, as it is an open area. So having those 

restrictions up until midnight on a weekend is a good idea.  
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Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commented that this it is up to the owner to make it right as 

previous owners failed and now we have new owners that want to do it legally and want 
an opportunity. This permit is only for one (1) year, and we should see if they comply.  
 

Council Member Matias Rosales added that other businesses are allowed to have 

outdoor events and they get the Conditional Use Permit. They have not received any 
complaints as of recently. He stated that he had met with the owner to answer some 
questions and it appeared to do smaller parties like baby showers and she is ok with the 

hours. He believes its fair to give them an opportunity, as the permit can always be 
revoked.  
 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. asked if the neighbors were notified as he only 
sees one (1) concerned citizen. How many people showed up at the Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting. 
 

Mr. Guzman stated that the same person showed up and spoke at the meeting. 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez asked how many letters were sent. 
 

Mr. Guzman answered that approximately 42 letters were sent.  
 

B. Close public hearing 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Matias Rosales to 

close the public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez    Aye 

Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz   Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce  Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

C. Action on Conditional Use Permit Case No. 2019-0770 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Council Member Gloria Torres to approve 

Conditional Use Permit Case No. 2019-0770 with the conditions as presented by staff. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez    Aye 

Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz   Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce  Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
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7.  SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commented that he had attended a meeting with stakeholders 
regarding Port of Entry I and Port of Entry II. He explained that meetings have been 

very productive not only because the the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) 
was there but the truck companies who are crossing are also participating.  He 

mentioned that in a two (2) month time period, there has ben a 50 per cent increase in 
in truck traffic. For the City of San Luis it is significant. During this time last year, close 
to 3,000 trucks were crossing, now there are over 5,000 trucks using Port of Entry II. 

This means more jobs and business for the community and for Arizona. Investments in 
cooling facilities, multi-million dollar investments are occurring. He was very happy to 

see people from Mexicali that are no longer crossing through California, but they are 
crossing through San Luis. He is very grateful for work ADOT is doing for the 
community as well as the federal agencies that were present. As opposed to the past, 

they now want to participate. A governor’s representative, the customs director and 
subdirector from Mexico were there as well, and they want to participate. Both ports will 

see a lot of changes in the next three (3) years; a lot of construction that is going to 
happen. Between 14 and 16 lanes coming from Mexico to the U.S. and five (5) new 
lanes going to an underpass down in Avenida Morelos. He is happy to see the different 

agencies coming together and he is awaiting for all the changes that will occur in the 
coming years. He wants to make sure the public is aware that the city will change and 

the way business is conducted will change as well. The amount of people crossing will 
triple. He is asking for help from the state, ADOT and Senators. He wants to make sure 
that they are investing in the port but in the City of San Luis as well. He thanked Council 

Member Matias Rosales, Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz and staff for being a part of 
these meetings. He wants to see the city grow but make sure public safety departments 

are well staffed. He thanked council for supporting the changes the city is going through 
and that the city keeps providing the necessary resources to the community. 
 

Council Member Matias Rosales commented that he attended the Greater Yuma 
Economic Development Corporation Investor Luncheon; the need for technical 

education was discussed there, specially in Yuma County which lacks trade school 
education. Many students leave for college and they do not return or they work at call 
centers. He stated that together with 4Fronted and the Greater Yuma Economic 

Development Coroporation, have created Bill HB2810, which will help the rural 
communities to bring investment into the communities including infrastructure.  

 
He also assisted to the first meeting for the Natural Gas Feasibility Study last week. He 
met with community stakeholders as well. This is something the community needs as it 

is growing, the port of entry is being expanded and there is opportunity for the 
expansion of industry.  

 
Mr. Eulogio Vera, Director of Public Works, commented on the bridge closure. He 
mentioned that they have hired a contractor and they have started work on the bridge. 

They started work on Monday and the faulty connection was found. It was located under 
the approach lapse and had to break about 14 inches of concrete and rebar to get to the 

problem. The material used was innapropriate for that type of connection. The goal for 
the Public Works Department is to have the work done in the next two (2) weeks.  
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Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked Mr. Vera and commented that the safety of the 

residents will not be jeopardized because people are impatient. People think that the 
city has the staff to address these type of problems. He explained that the proper 
equipment and materials will be used to get this done so in the future this will not 

happen again. He explained that this could end up costing upwards of $80,000.00. He 
wants to make sure it is done the correct way and the work will not be rushed. He 

reiterated that safety comes first even though this might be an inconvenience to 
residents. 
 

Mr. Eulogio Vera explained that work might take up to two (2) weeks and his 
department are waiting for the recommendations of the structural engineer as is 

something very specialized.  
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez asked why the city does not have a structural engineer on 

staff. 
 

Mr. Vera replied that there is only one (1) structural engineer in the Yuma area and he is 
hard to contract. The contractor who is performing the work was able to do the work the 
soonest and they will hire the structural engineer directly and provide the 

recommendation as part of the repairs.  
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commended Mr. Vera and his department for doing things right 
as they have been repairing things from the 1980’s and early 1990’s. He also 
commended the Police Department for being proactive in dealing with traffic.  

 
Mr. Vera commented that it was difficult for them because the problem was just 

discovered and they were unable to inform the public on any updates. He thanked 
Highway Users for helping with traffic control.  
 

Mr. Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Administrator, added that the Office of Public Affairs was 
unable to provide updates as no information was available. He understands the 

desperation of the public, but safety comes first. He did not want to misinform the 
community with the wrong information.  
 

8.  CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 

Enrique Rivera, 1425 Washington Street, San Luis, AZ, is once again addressing 
Council and representing his fellow taxi cab drivers to protest the Taxi Cab Ordinance 
as its affecting their income, which allows them to pay their bills. This ordinance also 

affects their emotional and psychological state. When he was informed about this 
problem was coming their way, he started suffering from anxiety, fear and insecurity to 

the point that he ended up in the hospital. The doctor informed him that the motive for 
his anxiety was caused by stress due to something that was worrying him. He is telling 
his story so that Council can see that this is affecting the psychological and economic 

well being of the taxi drivers. Their families are also suffering due to issues they are 
suffering from. Their work will not be the same. He is asking Council to listen and to 

think how this will affect many families. Their income, rent, and other bills will be 
affected and they will have to seek help from the government in order to survive. 
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 He is pleading Council to listen to them and asking for them not to limit their work 

space. Let them work, that is all they are asking for. They are not opposed to be moved, 
they just want to have the same opportunity that is being given to 35 taxis. There are 
drivers who have been working for more than 20 years and he believes it is unfair to be 

left out for a reform that he believes its discriminatory, as it only beneifts some and not 
others. This should be fair, they all pay the same permit fees to the city. Now they are 

saying that letters are arriving in the mail that they can only work in the border until 
February 24. We had agreed that this will take effect until the month of June. He is 
asking Council members to please do not play with their feelings, this is a serious issue. 

Their livelyhoods are on the line. They leave their hopes in their hands, and he hopes 
they are able to come to a solution to their problems. He thanked Council for listening 

and he hope that thanks to them, their children will succeed in the future. 
 
Council Member Jose Ponce stepped out at 8:00 p.m.. 

Council Member Jose Ponce returned to his seat at 8:02 p.m..  
 

Aracely Yanez, 4032 San Francisco Street, she will talk about the taxi ordinace as well. 
She has compliled a list of six (6) points regarding this issue. Last time she talked about 
the photos of the taxi cabs that are kept in residences. For her, this will continue to be a 

problem since the owners of those cabs have an office, for which they were made to 
organize themselves, they will not have their taxis in their office. Second point, the 

onwers of the taxis, of the 35 places by the border, 10 to 15 cabs in line, are owned by 
people residing in Mexico. Here they do not pay any bills or have obligations and they 
have five (5) or six (6) taxis, contrary to people who live here, that have bills, they have 

a house, and obligations, and the money stays here, they are being set aside, like a 
type of discrimination, this is what she refering to. The same point with the offices, the 

offices are being shared, she has names and companies who are sharing offices, that 
was a pre-requisite that was required for the 35 spots, compared to them who have 
two(2) or three (3) cabs who did not want to do that, they are being affected 

economically, and its affecting because they were unable to secure a spot there. Why, 
because they are being asked to have five (5) or more cabs. They want to do things 

right, and the people who are sharing offices and the money is going to Mexico, it is 
unfair for her. Her money stays in the United States and the city. When they have the 
spots, just because they have an address the their dauther or sister, they have the 

priviledge of having their five (5) taxicabs in the 35 spots that were allowed by the 
border. The ordinance, after Mr. Elias Gonzalez, he kept them informed. If a permit was 

expired, he would expel the people and he would tell them they could no longer work 
there. The first notice she received was the ordinance, aside from the fees, without a 
notice. She never saw anything in a newspaper, that there was a person that represents 

them. She believes the only person that came to meetings was Mr. Serpas. They were 
never informed that meetings were being held and that taxi cabs were discussed. She 

never agreed of him being their representative. Something else that its going to affect 
them is the people, for example, who owns two (2) cabs, she has never formed an 
alliance with anybody. She does not want to acuse her fellow cab drivers or companies, 

but for example, Central got their office where Buchanan’s used to be, at the entrance.  
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All her fellow cab drivers who have 27’s in their car, the numbers that end in 2727, they 

would ask what they are going to do. And they would say that they do not need to go to 
the meetings. She wondered why, because their boss has their office by the entrance 
and they will forward the calls and they will pick people up. She asked herself, they 

have it easy for the owners who reside in Mexico. What will happen to people who live 
here, their money stays here, what will happen with them. We are not being given the 

opportunity of being at the designated place. They also pay the extra $50 per year to 
have that place. For these reasons she believes they are being discriminated and 
maybe they do not know what is going on behind closed doors, that is whay she is 

taking the time to let them know how things are working behind closed doors. She 
believes she has the same right to have a spot by the border and it should be fair.  

 
Brian Rasmus, 2257 S. 42nd Ave, Yuma, AZ, stated that he loves coming down to San 
Luis. He is the Acting Sherif for the Yuma County Democratic Party. He wants to make 

sure his organization is reflected all across Yuma County in terms of membership, 
values, and what they work for. They are working hard for this year’s election that are 

getting ready for it. He mentioned that he received 18 applications for new precinct 
committee members from San Luis. They are working hard so that every citizen 
excerises their right to vote. Ninety per cent of the work they do is ensuring people vote. 

He is here to celebrate that and to inform that they will be increasing activity here in San 
Luis and Somerton, hosting trainings for their volunteers. They would also like to look 

for opportunities for them to collaborate and make sure people know of their voting 
rights before election day. He looks forward to working with the city.  
 

9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

MOTION: Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Jose Ponce to adjourn 
the Regular Council meeting at approximately 8:12 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez    Aye 
Vice Mayor Maria Cecilia Cruz   Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce  Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
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  APPROVED: 

 
                                                                                         ________________________ 
                                                                                         Gerardo Sanchez, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 
_______________________ 
Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 

 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING MINUTES ARE A TRUE AND 
CORRECT COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL, SAN LUIS, ARIZONA HELD ON FEBRUARY 12, 2020.  I 
FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THE MEETING WAS DULLY CALLED AND HELD AND 
THAT A QUORUM WAS PRESENT.  

 
 

_______________________ 
Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 
 

 


