
           

NOTICE OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
 

In accordance with §38-431.02 of the Arizona Revised Statutes of the State of Arizona, notice is hereby given to the Members of City Council and to the general
public that the Mayor and Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona will hold a Regular City Council meeting at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 14, 2021. The meeting will
take place at the City Council Chambers, located at 1090 E. Union Street, San Luis, Arizona, 85349. The public is invited to attend the open meeting.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the City of San Luis does not discriminate on the
basis of disability in the admission of or access to, or treatment of employment in its programs, activities, or services. For information regarding rights and provisions
of the ADA or Section 504, or to request reasonable accommodations for participation in City programs, activities or services contact: ADA/Section 504 Coordinator,
City of San Luis Human Resources Department, 1090 E. Union Street, San Luis, Arizona, 85349; (928) 341-8520.

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to A.R.S. §1-602.A.9, subject to certain specified statutory exceptions, parents have a right to consent before the State or any of
its political subdivisions make a video or audio recording of a minor child. Meetings of the City Council are audio and/or video recorded, and, as a result, proceedings
in which children are present may be subject to such recordings. Parents in order to exercise their rights may either file written consent with the City Clerk to such
recordings, or take personal action to ensure that their child or children are not present when a recording may be made. If a child is present at the time a recording is
made, the City will assume that the rights afforded parents pursuant to A.R.S. §1-602.A.9 have been waived.

THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN BY:

/s/ Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk
  

AVISO DE JUNTA REGULAR
 

De acuerdo con los Estatutos del Estado de Arizona A.R.S. §38-431.02, se le informa a los miembros del Cabildo y al público en general que el Alcalde y el Cabildo,
tendrán una Junta Regular a las 7:00 p.m., el día Miercoles, 14 de Julio del 2021.  La junta se llevará a cabo en la Sala del Cabildo, ubicada en el 1090 E. Union
Street, San Luis, Arizona, 85349.  El público está cordialmente invitado a la junta.
 
De acuerdo con el Acta de Americanos con Discapacidades y la Sección 504 del Acta de Rehabilitación del 1973, la Ciudad de San Luis, Arizona no discrimina por
causa de discapacidad la admisión y acceso a sus programas, actividades, servicios o en el trato en cuanto a empleo. Para más información referente a derechos y
provisiones del Acta de Americanos con Discapacidades o Sección 504, o para solicitar adaptaciones que sean razonables para la participación en programas,
actividades o servicios de la Ciudad, contactar al: Coordinador del Acta de Americanos con Discapacidades/Sección 504, Departamento de Recursos Humanos de la
Ciudad de San Luis, Arizona, ubicado en el 1090 E. Union Street, San Luis, Arizona, 85349; (928) 341-8520.
 
Por medio de este aviso y de acuerdo con los Estatutos del Estado de Arizona A.R.S §1-602.A.9, sujeto a ciertas excepciones reglamentarias, los padres de familia
tienen el derecho de dar el consentimiento ante el Estado o cualquiera de sus subdivisiones políticas para hacer una grabación de audio o video de su hijo menor de
edad. Las juntas del Cabildo se graban en audio y/o video y como resultado, el hecho de que haya menores presentes puede ser sujeto a que sean grabados. Para
que los padres de familia puedan ejercer sus derechos pueden dar el consentimiento por escrito con la Secretaria de la Ciudad a tal grabación, o tomar acción
personal para asegurarse que su hijo menor no esté presente cuando la grabación se lleve a cabo. Si un menor de edad está presente en el momento de la
grabación, la Ciudad asumirá que los padres de familia están cediendo los derechos sobre una posible grabación de acuerdo con los Estatutos del Estado de
Arizona A.R.S. §1-602.A.9.

ESTE AVISO ES DADO POR:

/f/ Sonia Cornelio, Actuaria de la Ciudad 
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AMENDED AGENDA

7/13/2021
PREVIOUSLY ITEM NO. 5.B. HAS BEEN REMOVED AND RE-NUMBERED ACCORDINGLY

AGENDA
Regular Meeting

San Luis City Council
San Luis Council Chambers

1090 E. Union Street
San Luis, AZ  85349

July 14, 2021
7:00 p.m.

 

For the safety of the public during the COVID-19 pandemic, members of the public may attend the City Council's
Regular Meeting of July 14, 2021 in person if the 6-foot distance can be maintained which is 27 people.  However, members of
the public may listen to the meeting’s live audio stream on the City of San Luis’ website  https://sanluisaz.gov/listenlive. 
Recordings of the meetings will be available on the city’s website  https://sanluisaz.gov/listenlive after the meeting.  Call to the
Public will only be available to those attending the meeting in person.  

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL WILL ATTEND EITHER IN PERSON, TELEPHONE, OR
VIDEO CONFERENCE COMMUNICATION.  THE MAYOR OR ACTING MAYOR FOR THIS MEETING MAY CHANGE THE
ORDER OF THE ITEMS; IF AUTHORIZED BY LAW AND BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF A QUORUM OF CITY COUNCIL
MEMBERS PRESENT, AN EXECUTIVE SESSION WILL BE HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE VOTE IN
ACCORDANCE WITH A.R.S. §38-431.03(A) AND THE MEETING WILL BE TEMPORARILY RECESSED WHILE THE CITY
COUNCIL RETIRES TO EXECUTIVE SESSION WHICH WILL NOT BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
  
Por la seguridad del público durante la pandemia COVID-19, habrá asistencia en persona para los miembros del público en la
Junta Regular del Cabildo del 14 de Julio del 2021, si la distancia de 6 pies puede mantenerse, que es de 27 personas.  Sin
embargo, los miembros del público pueden escuchar el audio en vivo de la reunión transmitido en el sitio web de la Ciudad de
San Luis https://sanluisaz.gov/listenlive.  Las grabaciones de las reuniones estarán disponibles en el sitio web de la ciudad 
https://sanluisaz.gov/listenlive después de la reunión.  Llamado al Publico estara disponible solo a quienes asistan a la junta en
persona.

TENGA EN CUENTA QUE LOS MIEMBROS DEL CABILDO DE LA CIUDAD ASISTIRÁN EN PERSONA, TELÉFONO O
COMUNICACIÓN POR VIDEO CONFERENCIA.  EL ALCALDE O VICE-ALCALDE DE ESTA REUNIÓN PUEDE CAMBIAR
EL ORDEN DE LOS TEMAS; SI ESTÁ AUTORIZADO POR LA LEY Y POR MAYORÍA DE VOTOS DE UN QUÓRUM DE
MIEMBROS DEL CABILDO PRESENTES, SE LLEVARÁ A CABO UNA SESIÓN EJECUTIVA INMEDIATAMENTE
DESPUÉS DE LA VOTACIÓN DE ACUERDO CON LOS ESTATUTOS DEL ESTADO DE ARIZONA A.R.S. §38-431.03 (A) Y
LA REUNIÓN SERÁ TEMPORALMENTE RECESADA MIENTRAS EL CABILDO DE LA CIUDAD SE RETIRE A UNA
SESIÓN EJECUTIVA QUE NO ESTARÁ ABIERTA AL PÚBLICO.
           

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

3. INVOCATION  
 

4. CONSENT AGENDA
All matters are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion. If discussion is
desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

 

 

4. A. MINUTES OF
- Work Session held June 2, 2021
- Regular Council meeting held June 9, 2021
-Regular Council meeting held June 23, 2021

 

 

4. B. DISBURSEMENTS FROM JUNE 15, 2021 TO JUNE 28, 2021
Total Disbursements $992,577.36
(Nine Hundred Ninety-Two Thousand, Five Hundred, Seventy-Seven Dollars and Thirty-Six Cents)
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5. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS:  
 

5. A. Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the purchase of a new 2022 Peterbilt Solid Waste
Truck with Scorpion body (side-loader) for the Public Works Department’s Solid Waste Division.  (James R.
Einwaechter, Assistant Director of Public Works).

 

 

5. B. Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Resolution No. 2188.  A resolution of the Mayor
and City Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona amending section HR-4-03(A) of the City of San Luis Personnel
Policies relating to holidays, adding Miguel Gonzalez Day in memory of our esteemed colleague lost due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and in commemoration of the perseverance of the essential workers and first responders
in continuing the services to the City of San Luis throughout the difficulties presented by the public health
emergency.    (Mayor Gerardo Sanchez and Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco)

 

 

6. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS
Events by Mayor, Council Members and/or City Manager pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.02 (K).

 

 

7. CALL TO THE PUBLIC
This is the time for the public to comment. Members of the City Council may not discuss items that are not
specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.01 (H), action taken as a result of
public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter, responding to any criticism or scheduling the
matter for further consideration and decision at a later date.

 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT  
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AGENDA ITEM REVIEW FORM

   
Regular City Council Meeting 4. A.        
Meeting Date: 07/14/2021  

Summary
MINUTES OF
- Work Session held June 2, 2021
- Regular Council meeting held June 9, 2021
-Regular Council meeting held June 23, 2021

Attachments
6/2/2021 WS 
6/9/2021 RCM 
6/23/2021 RCM 



 
 

M I N U T E S 
Work Session  

San Luis City Council 
San Luis Council Chambers 

1090 E. Union Street 

June 2, 2021 
6:30 p.m. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez called the Work Session to order at approximately 6:46 p.m. 
 

      PRESENT:  Mayor Gerardo Sanchez 
    Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco (remotely) 
    Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. 

    Council Member Luis Cabrera 
    Council Member Jose Ponce 

    Council Member Matias Rosales 
    Council Member Gloria Torres  
 

OTHERS PRESENT: Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Administrator 
    Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 

    Kay Marion Macuil, City Attorney 
    Axel Chayra, IT Technician 
    Derek Dueñas, IT Manager 

    Jorge Perez, Billing & Collections Manager 
    Jose L. Cisneros, Executive Assistant 

    Miguel Ramirez, Accountant 
    Monica Castro, Director of Finance 
    Richard Jessup, Chief of Police 

    Jesse Lopez, PPEP, Inc. 
    Manuel Castro, Gethsemani Food Ministry 

    Fernando Quiroz, Arizona Interagency Farmew orkers Coalition, Inc. (remotely) 
    Genaro Soto, Resident 
    Luis Ramirez, Ramirez Advisor Inter-National (remotely) 

    Antonio Carrillo, Yuma County Arts and Cultural Group (remotely) 
    Buna George, Greater Yuma Port Authority 

    Julie Engel, Greater Yuma Economic Development Corporation (remotely) 
    Lizeth Chavez, Off-Road Expo Committee (remotely) 
    Nazzer Mendez, 4FrontED (remotely) 

    Paul Ward, Yuma Metropolitan Organization (remotely) 
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2. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION ONLY: 
 

2. Continuation of discussion, review, and possible direction to staff on any and 
all matters regarding the proposed City of San Luis Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget. 

(City Staff) 
 
Mayor and City Council reviewed the budget listing for Fiscal Year 2021-2022, 

Contractual Services, Council Sponsorships/Pledges, and Dues and Subscriptions.  
Mayor and City Council proposed the following contributions. Representatives from the 

different agencies participated via Zoom or in-person. 
 
Ramirez Advisors Inter-National, LLC 

 
Mr. Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Administrator, informed that Ramirez Advisors Inter-

National, LLC, requested $55,000.00, which is the same amount that has been 
proposed for fiscal year 2020-2021. 
 

Mr. Luis Ramirez, Ramirez Advisors Inter-National, LLC, gave a brief update on the San 
Luis Port of Entry I Expansion. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez and City Council thanked Mr. Ramirez for the presentation 
update and for advocating for the city.  He directed staff to proceed with the proposed 

contribution as agreed by City Council. 
 

Greater Yuma Economic Development Corporation (GYEDC) 
 
Ms. Julie Engel, Executive Director of Greater Yuma Economic Development 

Corporation, explained that this year her agency is requesting an incremental increase 
of $6,254.00 for a total amount of $57,514.00.   

 
Mayor Sanchez thanked Ms. Engel for working in conjunction with the city to bring jobs 
to San Luis and the entire Yuma County. He directed staff to proceed with the proposed 

contribution as agreed by City Council. 
 

Greater Yuma Port Authority (GYPA) 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez stated that the same contribution to the GYPA had been paid 

for the last 20 years. 
 

Ms. Buna George, GYPA Executive Director, presented the developments her 
organization has been working on. 
 

Council Member Matias Rosales mentioned that he is hopeful that the cash will continue 
to go up; this will avoid additional requests to the city.  He thanked the City of Yuma, 

Cocopah Indian Tribe, and the Yuma County further continued partnership. 
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Mayor Sanchez thanked GYPA for their contribution to the city.  He directed staff to 
proceed with the proposed contribution as agreed by City Council. 

 
Contractual Services 

 
Portable Practical Educational Preparation (PPEP) Youthbuild Program 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez stated that the Youthbuild Program has proven the excellent 

service they provide to the community year after year, such as volunteer hours and 
helping with construction. He thanked Mr. Jesse Lopez, Youthbuild Program 

Coordinator, for his dedication and hard work.  Mayor Sanchez directed staff to proceed 
with the proposed contribution as agreed by City Council. 
 

Mr. Jesse Lopez, Youthbuild Program Coordinator, thanked Mayor and City Council for 
their continued contribution to the program. 

 
Yuma Metropolitan Planning Organization (YMPO)  
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked YMPO for prioritizing city projects that are very much 

needed in the community. 
 

Mr. Paul Ward, YMPO Executive Director, informed that the funding shown in the 
spreadsheet is not correct, as the amount has decreased.  He explained that as part of 
the stimulus funds received from the Federal Transit Administration, CARES Act brings 

a zero local match. As a result, this lowers the contributions by member agencies by 
using as much of the funds received.  He informed by decreasing said amount, the 

contribution will be brought down to $7,917.26.  
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez directed staff to proceed with the proposed new contribution as 

agreed by City Council members. 
 

Yuma County Area Transit (YCAT) 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez mentioned that San Luis is the community that utilizes YCAT’s 
transportation the most.  He informed that throughout the pandemic YCAT was active 

and did not charge its users.  He stated that YCAT is requesting an increase of 
$17,643.25, which will bring the total proposed contribution to $88,216.25. 

 
Ms. Shelly Kreger, Transit Director, informed that the increase is part of the increase to 
Arizona Western College, silver route.  She stated that to provide service in the family 

secret circulator and increase the entity dues needs to be done to match the federal 
funding to run the service. 

 
Council Member Luis Cabrera asked if there is a possibility that a bus route to the new 
medical mall is added in the future. 

 
Mr. Ralph Velez, City Consultant, replied that the board is in the process of approving a 

short-range transportation plan; the east of San Luis was not part of the plan for this 
reason, a board meeting was held. He added that the consultants were made aware of 



Minutes 
Work Session 
June 2, 2021 

Page 4 of 8 

not considering the industrial and residential growth and the medical mall. They 
responded that the previous consultant recommended that the route was not feasible for 

east San Luis.  He mentioned that the board denied the study, so they will have to 
present it again with new recommendations.  Mr. Velez added that the yellow route (San 

Luis) is the main route in the system. Although he mentioned that some of the routes 
are not feasible, the board is considering mixing routes. He stated that it is uncertain 
that the plan will include east San Luis; if not, then the city should have a plan b to have 

its own commuter system to and from the east to bring residents from that area to 
downtown San Luis. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked YCAT for the service to San Luis.  He directed staff to 
proceed with the proposed contribution as agreed by City Council. 

 
Amberly’s Place 

Ms. Tori Bourguignon, Executive Director, informed that there is a new crisis response 
advocate, which is a San Luis resident. She mentioned that the city’s contribution helps 
the advocate and the transportation to transport victims back and forth.  She added that 

Amberly’s Place appreciates and is proud of partnering with San Luis and looks forward 
to continuing to provide services to the community. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked Amberly’s Place for being present in the community 
and for the excellent job.  He directed staff to proceed with the proposed contribution as 

agreed by City Council. 
 

GYEDC Binational/4FrontED 
Mr. Nazzer Mendez, Executive Director, mentioned that the increase of $343.00 is part 
of the intergovernmental agreement with the city, stating that the increase on each 

entity is based on population.  He added that he has been working hard in promoting 
the megaregion locally and internationally. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked Mr. Mendez for the excellent job. He directed staff to 
proceed with the proposed contribution as agreed by City Council. 

 
Gethsemani Food Ministry 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked Mr. Manuel Castro from Gethsemani Food Ministry for 
his work in the community.  He commented that $5,000.00 is minimal to the job is being 
done in the community. 

 
Mr. Manuel Castro, Gethsemani Food Ministry, thanked Mayor, City Council, and the 

San Luis Police Department for their support.  He informed that since the COVID-19 
pandemic started, his ministry has organized 15 drive-thru to provide the community 
with food boxes.  He stated that his ministry had distributed more than 500,000 lbs. of 

food every month. He added that the city’s contribution had been well distributed. 
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Mayor Gerardo Sanchez suggested increasing $2,000.00 to Gethsemani’s contribution.  
The members of the City Council did not oppose Mayor Sanchez's suggested increase.  

He directed staff to proceed with the proposed contribution as agreed by City Council. 
 

Agency 
Approved 
Budget FY 
2020-2021 

Requested 

Increases by 
Agency FY 

2021-2022 

Proposed 
Contribution for 
FY 2021-2022 

Ramirez Advisors Inter-National, 
LLC 

$55,000.00  $55,000.00 

Greater Yuma Economic 

Development Corporation 
$51,260.00 $6,254.00 $57,514.00 

Greater Yuma Port Authority $50,000.00  $50,000.00 

Humane Society of Yuma $55,000.00 $5,000.00 $60,000.00 
PPEP, Inc. (Youth Build) $30,000.00  $30,000.00 
Yuma Metropolitan Planning 

Organization 
$13,319.00 $81.00 $13,400.00 

Yuma County Area Transit $70,573.00 $17,643.25 $88,216.25 

News Paper Publications $25,000.00  $25,000.00 
JCG Technologies $6,462.00  $6,462.00 
Amberly’s Place $42,000.00  $42,000.00 

GYEDC Binational/4FrontED $7,598.00 $343.00 $7,941.00 
Gethsemani Food Ministry $5,000.00 

 
 

$7,000.00 

 
                                 TOTAL $411,212.00  $437,533.25 

 

 
Council Sponsorships/Pledges 

 
ComicCon and San Luis Film Festival 
Mr. Antonio Carrillo, Yuma County Arts and Cultural Group, commented that in the year 

2020, the ComicCon was held virtually, just like the San Luis Film Festival and a drive-in 
movie for both events. He thanked the Mayor, City Council, and staff for the tremendous 

support that has been given to both events.  He informed that this year 2021, the Film 
Festival will commemorate its 10th year.  Furthermore, he added that vendors were 
present during the ComicCon event, a movie was played, and other entertainment for 

the participants.  Mr. Carrillo commented that he would like to prepare a bigger event 
because of this year's celebration.  Therefore, he requested an increase for the Film 

Festival. 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez stated that the city would match whatever amount the Film 

Festival collects from fundraising activities, just like the other entities do. He mentioned 
that entities should also show commitment.  He directed staff to proceed with the 

proposed contribution as agreed by City Council. 
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Off-Road Expo 

Ms. Lizeth Chavez, Off-Road Expo Committee Chair, informed that the tentative date for 
this year's Off-Road Expo is October 23, 2021.  She mentioned that the committee has 

checked within Yuma County and San Luis Rio Colorado, Sonora, Mexico, if there will 
be any other event that will affect the participation in this event, and found that there is 
nothing plan around said date. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commented that this event had been a great success in the 

community and outside the community. He directed staff to proceed with the proposed 
contribution as agreed by City Council. 
 

Arizona Interagency Farmworkers Coalition (AIFC) 
Mr. Fernie Quiroz, Arizona Interagency Farmworker Coalition, informed that AIFC had 

used the funding to provide scholarships to students residing in San Luis, Arizona.  
During the last year, AIFC awarded $22,000 in scholarships, from which ten (10) 
individuals were San Luis residents totaling $8,000. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked Mr. Quiroz for the excellent service they provide to 

students in our community.  He proposed increasing the contribution to $5,000; there 
was no opposition from members of the City Council. He directed staff to proceed with 
the proposed contribution as agreed by City Council. 

 
Yuma Regional Medical Center - Cancer Center 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez informed that the city received a letter from Yuma Regional 
Medical Cancer Center stating that they would not be requesting funds this year.  But, 
this agency has reached out and asked if the city will be sponsoring one of their events. 

He suggested leaving the proposed contribution for this agency.  City Council agreed 
with Mayor Sanchez; he directed staff to proceed with the proposed contribution as 

agreed by City Council. 

Agency 
Approved 
Budget FY 

2020-2021 

Requested 
Increases by 

Agency FY 
2021-2022 

Proposed 
Contribution for 

FY 2021-2022 

Yuma Community Food Bank $25,000.00  $25,000.00 
Freedom Newspaper of SW AZ $650.00  $650.00 

Civic Donations $22,000.00  $22,000.00 
ComicCon $5,000.00  $5,000.00 

San Luis Film Festival $5,000.00  $5,000.00 
Off-Road Expo $10,000.00  $10,000.00 
Arizona Interagency Farmworkers 

Coalition 
$3,000.00  $5,000.00 

Yuma Regional Medical Center 

Cancer Center 
 

$5,000.00  $5,000.00 

                                   TOTAL $75,650.00  $77,650.00 
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Dues and Subscriptions 
 

The Mayor and City Council agreed with the following contributions; staff was directed 
to proceed with the proposed contributions. 

 
Western Arizona Economic Development District (WAEDD) 
Mr. Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Administrator, explained that this entity works in 

conjunction with 4FrontED and GYEDC. They are representatives for economic 
development in Yuma and La Paz Counties as all the tribes along with those counties.  

He informed that the contribution is prorated for three (3) years from 2020 through 2022 
a total amount requested is $3,569.00. 
 

 
Agency 

Approved 
Budget FY 

2020-2021 

Requested 
Increases by 
Agency FY 

2021-2022 

Proposed 
Contribution for 

FY 2021-2022 

Arizona-Mexico Commission $1,500  $1,500 
Border Trade Alliance $10,000  $10,000 

Arizona League of Citiesa and 
Towns 

$22,385 $695 $23,080 

NALEO $700  $700 

National League of Cities and 
Towns 

$849 $1,111 $1,960 

Chamber of Commerce $1,500  $1,500 
The Sun $340 -$170 $170 
Yuma County Chamber of 

Commerce 
$660  $660 

Western Arizona Economic 

Development District (WAEDD) 
 

-  $3,569 

                                    TOTAL $37,934  $43,139 

 
3. ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION: Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Jose Ponce to adjourn 

the Work Session at approximately 8:30 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 

The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez    Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco   Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr.  Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera   Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce   Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales   Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres   Aye 
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APPROVED: 

                       
 

 
                                                                                      ________________________ 
                                                                                      Gerardo Sanchez, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 

_______________________ 
Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 

 
 
 

Certification 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the Work 
Session minutes for the City Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona, held on June 2, 
2021.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 

present.  
 

 
_______________________ 
Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 



M I N U T E S 

Regular Council Meeting 
San Luis City Council 

San Luis Council Chambers 

1090 E. Union Street 
June 9, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 

approximately 7:02 p.m. 
 
Mayor, City Council, and some members of staff participated remotely. 

                      
            PRESENT:  Mayor Gerardo Sanchez 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco 
    Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. 
    Council Member Luis Cabrera 

    Council Member Jose Ponce   
  Council Member Matias Rosales 

Council Member Gloria Torres 
                       
    OTHERS PRESENT:  Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Administrator 

Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 
Kay Marion Macuil, City Attorney 

Angelica Roldan, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director 
Derek Dueñas, I.T. Manager 
Domingo Sosa, I.T. Department 

Enrique Lopez, Assistant Fire Chief 
Eulogio Vera, Director of Public Works 

Jonathan Dumadag, I.T. Department 
Jorge Perez, Billing & Collections Manager 
Jose Luis Cisneros, Executive Assistant 

Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning 
Marco A. Santana, Police Lieutenant 

Miguel Ramirez, Finance Department 
Monica Castro, Director of Finance 
Ralph Velez, City Consultant  

Roula Encinas, Acting Assistant Director of Finance 
Elizabeth Carpenter, Developer (remotely) 

Esteban Rosales, Resident 
Gary Snyder, Resident 
Jorge Duarte, Resident 

Jose Palencia, Developer (remotely) 
Najeh Edais, Edais Engineering (remotely) 

Vianey Vega, Vega & Vega Engineering (remotely) 
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2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Council Member Gloria Torres led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3.  INVOCATION 
 

Mr. Tadeo De La Hoya, City Administrator, led the invocation. 
 
4.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 
4. A.  MINUTES OF 

 
MINUTES OF 
- Regular Council meeting held May 12, 2021 

- Special Council meeting held May 19, 2021 
 

4. B.  DISBURSEMENTS FROM MAY 18, 2021 TO JUNE 1,  2021 
Total Disbursements $1,059,434.31 
(One Million, Fifty-Nine Thousand, Four Hundred Thirty-Four Dollars and Thirty-One Cents) 

 

4. C.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
contract with Amberly's Place, Inc. for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. De La 

Hoya, City Manager) 
 
4. D.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the annual 

contribution to the 4FrontED Binational Regional Program to promote education, 
infrastructure, tourism, and economic development.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City 

Manager) 
 
4. E.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 

contract with Gethsemani Food Ministry for Fiscal Year 2021-2022. (Tadeo A. De 
La Hoya, City Manager) 

 
4. F.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
agreement with Greater Yuma Economic Development Corporation for Fiscal Year 

2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 
 

4. G.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
contribution to the Greater Yuma Port Authority, Inc. for Fiscal Year 2021-
2022.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 

 
4. H.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 

agreement with the Humane Society of Yuma for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  (Tadeo 
A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 
 

4. I.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
proposed agreement with Portable Practical Education Preparation, Inc. (PPEP) 

for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 
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4. J.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 

contract with Ramirez Advisors Inter-National, LLC for Fiscal Year 2021-
2022.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 
 

4. K.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding a budget 
for a contribution to the transit fund for the Yuma County Area Transit (YCAT) 

Public Transportation Services.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 
 
4. L.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the dues to 

Yuma Metropolitan Planning Organization (YMPO) for Fiscal Year 2021-
2021.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 

 
4. M.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
proposed agreement with Arizona Interagency Farmworkers Coalition, Inc for 

Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 
 

4. N.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
approval of an agreement with the nonprofit corporation, Comité de Bien Estar, 
Incorporated for the Off-Road Expo event in San Luis, Arizona for Fiscal Year 

2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 
 

4. O.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
contract with Yuma Community Food Bank for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. 
De La Hoya, City Manager) 

 
4. P.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding approval of 

a contract with Yuma County Arts and Cultural Group for the 2022 Annual Blazing 
Desert ComicCon event in San Luis, Arizona for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. 
De La Hoya, City Manager) 

 
4. Q.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding approval 

of a contract with Yuma County Arts and Cultural Group for the San Luis Film 
Festival event in San Luis, Arizona for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. De La 
Hoya, City Manager) 

 
4. R.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding a budget 

for Yuma Regional Medical Center (YRMC) Cancer Center Hispanic Support 
Group, Inc., for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  (Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Manager) 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Gloria Torres/Council Member Jose Ponce to approve the 
Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
5.  DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS: 

 
5. A.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
waiving of formal purchase procedures under City Code-Purchasing §3.05.010 (H) 

for the rental of inflatable slides and related kid-friendly rentals from Poly's Party 
Rentals for the 4th of July Celebration.  (Lizandro Galaviz, Director of Parks and 

Recreation) 
 
Ms. Angelica Roldan, Assistant Parks & Recreation, stated that Poly’s Party Rentals is a 

local company and is a sole source.  This company has been working with the city for 
several years and provides what is needed for the event.  She asked that the 

procurement procedures be waived. 
 
MOTION:  Council Member Jose Ponce/Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco to approve 

the rental of the kid-friendly attractions presented in the amount of $6,460.64 and waive 
formal purchasing procedures.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
5. B.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
approval to move forward with the estimate from ULTRA SHOW 

MAKERS, for sound, stage, and lighting for the 4th of July Celebration as well as 
to formally waive procurement code §3.05.010 (D).  (Lizandro Galaviz, Director of 

Parks and Recreation) 
 
Ms. Angelica Roldan, Assistant Parks & Recreation, mentioned that this item is for the 

sound, stage and lighting from Ultra Show Makers for the 4 th of July celebration.  Staff 
has worked with them in the past and asked the Mayor and City Council to waive the 

procurement code.  
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MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco/Council Member Luis Cabrera to aprove 

the purchase of Ultra Show Makers services in the amount of $18,601.32 as presented 
and waive formal purchasing procedures.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 

Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

5. C.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding 
the contract between the City of San Luis and Sound Talent Group for a musical 

performance for the 4th of July Celebration event.  (Lizandro Galaviz, Director of 
Parks & Recreation) 
 

Ms. Angelica Roldan, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director, requested to continue this 
item to the next scheduled Council meeting as staff is still finalizing and working on the 

contract for the headliner band. 
 
MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco/Council member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 

continue this item to the next scheduled Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 

Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

5. D.  Public hearing followed by discussion and possible action on any and all 
matters regarding the recommendation of a Special Event Liquor License 
application to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control to 

authorize the San Luis FRONTERA Rotary Club to sell alcohol at the 4th of 
July Celebration to be held July 4, 2021.  (Lizandro Galaviz, Director of Parks and 

Recreation) 
 
A.  Open public hearing 

 
MOTION:  Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Jose Ponce to open 

the public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
1.  Presentation by staff and/or applicant 

 
Ms. Angelica Roldan, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director, said that the FRONTERA 
Rotary Club requested to sell alcohol at the 4th of July event which will be held on 

Sunday, July 4 from 6:00 p.m. to midnight at Joe Orduño Park. 
 

2.  Call to the public on this item 
 
Ms. Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk, indicated she did not receive any speaker request form 

for this item. 
 

B.  Close public hearing 
 
MOTION:  Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Jose Ponce to close 

the public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 

Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

C.  Action on Special Event Liquor License Application to the Arizona Department 
of Liquor Licenses & Control 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 
recommend approval to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control for the 

Special Event Liquor License application to the San Luis FRONTERA Rotary Club as 
presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
5. E.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 

approval of Lighting and Retention Basin Assessment Districts Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022.  (Roula Encinas, Acting Assistant Director of Finance) 
 

Ms. Roula Encinas, Acting Assistant Director of Finance, explained that these 
assessment districts were formed to provide street lighting and retention basin 

maintenance services in the developments. The County of Yuma requires City Council’s 
approval for the budget in order to levy the assessments. The amounts are based on 
the estimated cost the city will incur to provide these services.  She also clarified that 

these charges are not property tax; the City of San Luis does not have property tax.  
There is a misconception that these charges are property tax as they are collected by 

the Assessor’s Office through the tax statement notice of value. 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez asked if there has been an increase from last year. 

 
Ms. Encinas replied there has been an increase of 33.27% which is $156,435.00 due to 

the five (5) new subdivisions and the water consumption. 
 
Council Member Matias Rosales asked if Comite de Bienestar 9C is part of Comite de 

Bienestar 9B or if it is not noted for a reason. 
 

Council Member Luis Cabrera asked if that is the reason Comite de Bienestar 9B has a 
very high amount. 
 

Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, responded that the Comite de 
Bienestar 9B retention basin did not change and when the Comite de Bienestar 9C 

subdivions was completed, the retention went to the same retention basin of Comite de 
Bienestar 9B. 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 
approve the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year Budget in the amount of $626,578.00 for the 

Lighting and Retention Basin Assessment Districts.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
5. F.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 

acceptance and approval of the Tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 2021-
2022.  (Monica Castro, Director of Finance) 
 

Ms. Monica Castro, Director of Finance, stated that per state statute, the Mayor and City 
Council is required to adopt a tentative budget to set the maximum expenditure limit for 

the next fiscal year upon adoption of the budget, the Mayor and City Council can 
reallocate expenditures or decrease the budget but it cannot be increased.  It is also 
required that the tentative budget be published in the local newspaper within the next 

two (2) weeks asking the public to submit their comments for the public hearing that is 
scheduled for June 23rd.  She added that on April 16th and 17th the budget retreat took 

place and a draft of the budget was introduced to the Mayor and City Council.  The 
Mayor and City Council were able to comment, make recommendations and staff 
worked on the tentative budget.  Ms. Castro explained the spreadsheet and PowerPoint 

illustrated during the City Council meeting, which are included with the complete agenda 
packet at the City Clerk’s Office.  She briefly described the items that were added after 

the budget retreat which is one full-time position for the Senior Center and the Capital 
Projects such as the construction for Phase 1 of the Police substation, expansion and 
design for the City Hall west wing, matching funds for the bill grant for the Cesar Chavez 

Boulevard including the street lining and widening design. 
 

 Mayor Gerardo Sanchez commented that every year is a challenge, especially with the 
pandemic however businesses will now be opening.  But the assistance by the federal 
government will go away.   

 
Council Member Jose Ponce asked how the city is doing with the FEMA response in 

regards to the COVID-19. 
 
Ms. Castro responded that the answer with FEMA has not been good, it has been a 

difficult process, if the city has been reimbursed $20,000.00, that would be a lot.  The 
city has used more resources than what is being received and staff is in the process of 

trying one (1) more time.  However, this is a small city and putting in too many 
resources to get it, might not be worth it since there are other grants that the city can 
utilize.  

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez said that FEMA is behind since all municipalities are applying 

for reimbursement.  However, the city’s budget does not depend on FEMA’s 
reimbursement. 
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There were some discussion between some City Council members and Ms. Castro 

regarding the detention center and the Senior Center position requested. 
 
MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrsco/Council Member Luis Cabrera to approve 

the tentative budget for the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 as presented.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
5. G.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the 
request to purchase a large volume of water meters and MXUs from Dana Kepner 

Company due to the shortage of supplies and the increased lead-times for 
products.  (Jorge Perez, Billing & Collections Manager) 

 
Mr. Jorge Perez, Billing & Collections Manager, indicated that this item is for the request 
of approval to purchase a large volume of water meters and MXUs which are the 

antennas that go along the water meters to be rented.  The purchase will supply the city 
of water meters for a full year based on the usage of meters from previous years. 

During the past month of May, a notification from Xylem (Sensus) was received on the 
impact on current orders of water meters and all other products that they offer including 
MXUs (Antennas).  Sensus is a worldwide manufacturer and uses distributors around 

the globe.  The assigned distributor in the State of Arizona is Dana Kepner Company, 
who keep staff updated of the situation.  He attempted to purchase water meters from 

different distributors from other states, but one kept being sent back to the local 
distributor in Arizona. 
  

Dana Kepner Company just informed of lead times of up to 22 weeks on water meters 
coming from Sensus.  Because of this reason, staff would like to place an order for 

water meters and MXUs that would last a year.  Currently there are approximately 120 
water meters in stock for new homes, which should last about three (3) months based 
on the average monthly installation rate.  The total purchase costs $177,026.65 and he 

asked that the Mayor and City Council waive the formal purchasing code as allowed in 
Section 3.05.10H of the City Code and to transfer funds from the Water CIP account in 

the amount of $130,000.00 to the Minor Tools Equipment Supplies account and 
$47,000.00 from the Salaries account. 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Gloria Torres/Council Member Luis Cabrera to approve the 
purchase of the water meters in the amount of $177,026.65, to waive formal purchasing 

procedures and to transfer funds as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
5. H.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding 

Subdivision Case No. 2021-0308F. A request by Edais Engineering, Inc, on behalf 
of the owner, for the final plat approval for Palencia Hills Subdivision. The 
property is located north of County 22nd Street and in alignment with Quintero 

Avenue.  (Jose A. Guzman, Director of Planning and Zoning) 
 

Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, explained that this item is a request 
by Edais Engineering, Inc., on behalf of Salmos 127 1 LLC, future owner, for the 
approval of the final plat for Palencia Hills Subdivision.  This subdivision consists of 

10.51 acres to be divided into 18 lots and one (1) track for the retention.  The minimum 
lot size is 20,000 square feet; and this subdivision is proposed to be a gated community.  

A Development Agreement was approved by the City Council on May 26 th with 
Resolution No. 2180.  This item was also presented to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission and they recommended approval.  Staff is also recommending approval of 

the final plat with the condition that the applicant addresses comments on the letter 
dated June 3, 2021.  The applicant already submitted revised plans and are under 

review by staff.  Most of the conditions were part of the Planning & Zoning Commission 
comments.  Mr. Guzman has not received comments from all the departments, he 
updated the letter with the comments received, therefore the letter of June 3rd will 

address all the comments pending. 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez asked if any of those comments interfere with the approval of 
the final plat. 
 

Mr. Guzman replied no it will not interfere and added he sent the comments to the 
engineers and they agreed with all the comments.  

 
MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 
approve Subdivision Case No. 2021-0308F with the condition that the applicant 

addresses comments on the letter dated June 3, 2021.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
5. I.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Subdivision 

Case No. 2021-0181F.  A request by Vega & Vega Engineering, PLC, on behalf of 
Sam Group Investment Co., owner, for the final plat approval for Belleza Del 
Desierto Phase 2 Subdivision. The property is located at the southeast corner of 

20th Avenue and San Antonio Street.  (Jose A. Guzman, Director of Planning and 
Zoning) 

 
Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, stated that this is request for the final 
plat approved for Belleza Del Desierto Phase 2 Subdivision.  This subdivision is 

approximately 18.44 acres and will be divided into 87 lots and one (1) track for 
stormwater retention.  The minimum lot size will be 6,000 square feet.  This item was 

presented to the Planning & Zoning Commission and recommended approval.  Staff 
recommends approval with the condition that the applicant addresses the review 
comment letter dated May 7th, 2021.  The applicants submitted revised plans 

addressing the comments and are being reviewed by city staff.  The applicant agreed to 
all the comments except for the requirement of a traffic study.  This subdivision is part of 

the properties that will be contributing to the traffic signal at County 24th Street and 
Avenue E.  As part of the condition, they have to pay $260.00 per acre.  They are 
claiming that if they are already contributing towards the signal light, why do they have 

to do a traffic study. 
 

Council Member Matias Rosales asked if they had to do a traffic study for Belleza Del 
Desierto 1. 
 

Mr. Eulogio Vera, Director of Public Works, indicated that a traffic study was submitted 
for Phase 1of Belleza Del Desierto.  Back then for Phase 1, staff considered that is was 

les than the 100 trips that is a recommendation for traffic studies.  Phase 2 is a 
continuation of Phase 1, therefore it would exceed the 100 trips per peak hour any given 
day.  He recommends them to demonstrate that a traffic study is not needed. Section 2-

100 of the Standards provides the base guidelines for where a traffic study is required.  
If they establish that the access points are adequate and the traffic signal is enough, 

and nothing else is needed then a traffic study is not required but a traffic statement 
might be sufficient. 
 

Mr. Vianey Vega, Vega and Vega Engineering, stated that they had the opportunity to 
respond to the comment letter of the conditions for the approval. The only condition they 

did not agree to is the requirement of the traffic study.   
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At the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting, the same item was discussed and staff 

was not requiring it, but they were discussing about the final decision to be made by the 
City Council.  This project has access from County 24th Street and this street is 
developed to full width section road from Phase 1.  In their project they are developing a 

full width midsection line that will have access to their development; there will be turning 
lanes from north and southbound.  They are contributing to the traffic signal and do not 

feel that there is any other improvement that will require a traffic study nor prove that 
they have the proper access to the property on County 24th Street.  The major 
requirement will be the traffic signal to be located at County 24 th Street and Avenue E.  

There has also been several projects developed on this area that has not required a 
traffic study. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez asked Mr. Vera how a traffic study is determined and how 
many of the subdivisions have not had a traffic study. 

 
Mr. Vera responded that there is an option to do a traffic impact statement not 

necessarily a full traffic study, he agreed with some of the points that Mr. Vega 
mentioned.  For example, Comite de Bienestar 11 is west of this development, if that 
was not to move forward, Belleza Del Desierto 1 and 2 would only have a single access 

to County 24th Street because there is nothing to the south or to the east.  Mr. Vera 
believed having an impact statement or demonstrating what the routes are exiting or 

accessing this development would be an option and he can reference the Institute of 
Transportation of Engineers.  An impact statement will be sufficient for staff for justifying 
what is needed or not needed.  For the second question, Mr. Vega is the engineer doing 

developments for Comite de Bienestar so Mr. Vera is thinking that maybe Comite de 
Bienestar 10 and 11 did not require a traffic study.  These are located at the intersection 

of County 24th Street and Avenue F and have two (2) access point to County 24th Street 
and they also widen and added turn lanes on County 24th Street and Avenue F.  The 
only thing he sees that would require is a traffic signal and for the size of development 

which is less than 20 acres, so that was the reason a traffic study was not required.   
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez asked if staff had a comment on the letter regarding the 
requirement of a traffic study or statement.  Does staff agree that there is no need for a 
traffic study. 

 
Mr. Guzman replied yes and that after Ordinance No. 392 approved in July 2019, staff 

has requested and added this condition to every new subdivision.  Then it is routed to 
the Public Works Department to determine whether or not it is required. 
 

Mr. Vera added that there is another development that the City Council approved 
recently, it is a small development, less than Palencia Hills.  If the developer or engineer 

proposes something different and staff has accepted the traffic statement in lieu of the 
full traffic study.    
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Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. stated that the city has been asking other 

developers for a traffic study and they have not had any problem complying with that.  
This is something needed for the community because that is the only way that the city 
can control the traffic there is in the City of San Luis.  It is easy to say come and 

develop in this community but the city is the one that suffers the consequences with the 
traffic. 

 
Ms. Elizabeth Carpenter, Developer, mentioned that when they developed Belleza Del 
Desierto 1, that is when they came to the agreement that they would pay towards the 

traffic light in lieu of a traffic study.  This item was discussed at the Planning & Zoning 
Commission meeting last night and did not see the traffic study as a condition. 

 
Mr. Guzman added that the items that Ms. Carpenter is referring to are for a minor 
amendment and rezoning not a subdivision process.  Nevertheless if staff adds it as a 

condition on the final plat approval, the traffic study is required as set by Ordinance No. 
392. 

 
MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco to 
approve Subdivision Case Number 2021-0181F with the condition that the applicant 

addresses review comments on the letter dated May 7, 2021 with the addition of the 
option of a traffic statement if approved by staff.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
5. J.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Resolution 
No. 2181.  A resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, 

Arizona, creating a Street Lighting Improvement District and declaring its 
intention to purchase electricity, and maintain poles, luminaries, and 

underground conduit, together with a charge for the use of lighting facilities, for 
lighting public streets within the area described as Belleza Del Desierto Phase 
2 Subdivision, San Luis, Arizona.  (Jose A. Guzman, Director of Planning & 

Zoning) 
 

Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, stated that as a requirement of the 
subdivision regulations, a Street Lighting Improvement District is needed for any new 
subdivision.  This resolution is the intention to create the Belleza Del Desierto Phase 2 

Street Lighting Improvement District. 
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MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco to 

approve and adopt Resolution No. 2181 as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 
5. K.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Resolution 

No. 2182.  A resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, 
Arizona, declaring its intention to provide the Enhanced Municipal Services of 

operating, maintaining and improving certain retention basins serving the area 
described as Belleza del Desierto Phase 2 Subdivision, San Luis, Arizona. (Jose 
A. Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning) 

 
Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, said this resolution is for the 

improvement district for the maintenance of the retention basins. 
 
MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 

approve and adopt Resolution No. 2182 as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 

Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

5. L.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Resolution 
No. 2183. A resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, 
Arizona declaring its intention of operating, maintaining, repairing and improving 

certain landscape improvements included within, near, and adjacent to the 
retention and detention basins and parking and parkways and related facilities 

together with appurtenant structures serving the area described as Belleza del 
Desierto Phase 2 Subdivision, San Luis, Arizona.  (Jose A. Guzman, Director of 
Planning & Zoning) 

 
Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, stated that this resolution is for the 

maintenance of landscape improvements, after the approval of this resolution a second 
resolution is needed ordering the formation of the district.  
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MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco/Council Member Luis Cabrera to approve 

and adopt Resolution No. 2183 as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 
5. M.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Resolution 

No. 2184.  A resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, 
Arizona, authorizing and directing the city engineer to order the purchase of 

electricity and to order the maintenance of poles, luminaries, and underground 
conduit incident to the installation of street lights for lighting public streets 
serving the area described as Belleza Del Desierto Phase 2 Subdivision, San Luis, 

Arizona.  (Jose A. Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning) 
 

Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, indicated that once a resolution 
creating an improvement district is approved, a second resolution authorizing work and 
approving the implementation of the district is required, this resolution is for the Street 

Lighting Improvement District. 
 

MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 
approve and adopt Resolution No. 2184 as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 

Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

5. N.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Resolution 
No. 2185.  A resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, 

Arizona, authorizing and directing the city engineer to order the operation and 
maintenance of certain retention basins for the area described as Belleza Del 
Desierto Phase 2 Subdivision, San Luis, Arizona.  (Jose A. Guzman, Director of 

Planning & Zoning)  
 

Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, said that this resolution is for the 
implementation of the Enhanced Municipal Improvement District.  
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MOTION:  Council Member Gloria Torres/Council Member Luis Cabrera to approve and 

adopt Resolution No. 2185 as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 
5. O.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Resolution 

No. 2186.  A resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, 
Arizona, authorizing and ordering the operation, maintenance, and repair of 

certain landscape improvements included within, near, and adjacent to the 
retention and detention basins, parking, parkways, and related facilities together 
with appurtenant structures serving the area described as Belleza Del Desierto 

Phase 2 Subdivision, San Luis, Arizona. (Jose A. Guzman, Director of Planning & 
Zoning) 

 
Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, explained that this resolution is to 
implement the Landscape Improvement District. 

 
MOTION:  Council Member Luis Cabrera/Council Member Jose Ponce to approve and 

adopt Resolution No. 2186 as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 
5. P.  Public hearing followed by discussion and possible action on any and all 

matters regarding Text Amendment Case No. 2021-0293 and Ordinance No. 417. 
An ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of San Luis, Arizona by 

amending Chapter 18 Zoning Regulations Section 18.30.020(E)(7) and 
18.30.030(E)(6) of the San Luis City Code to change the requirements for covered 
parking on Multiple Residential Zoning Districts.  (Jose A. Guzman, Director of 

Planning & Zoning) 
 

A. Open public hearing 
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MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco/Council Member Luis Cabrera to open the 

public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 
1. Staff presentation 

 
Mr. Jose Guzman, Director of Planning & Zoning, stated that this item was presented to 

the Mayor and City Council during a Work Session in April 2021 and the current 
regulations required that all parking spaces for multiple residence buildings have to be 
covered.  Staff considers this requirement too restrictive and is proposing the 

amendment.  The amendment is not a reduction of the required parking spaces but a 
reduction in the required cover parking spaces.  This item was also presented to the 

Planning and Zoning Commission and they recommend approval of the text 
amendment.  Staff recommends the approval as well for Ordinance No. 417, the change 
in the regulations will help staff continue being develop friendly.  

 
2. Call to the Public on this item 

 
Ms. Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk, indicated that the City Clerk’s Office did not receive any 
comments or speaker request forms regarding this item. 

 
B. Close public hearing 

 
MOTION:  Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Jose Ponce to close 
the public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
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C. Action on Reading of Ordinance No. 417 by title only. 

     
MOTION:  Council Member Luis Cabrera/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 
approve reading of Ordinance No. 417 by title only.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
Ms. Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk, read Ordinance No. 417 by title only. 

 
D. Action on Ordinance No. 417 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Luis Cabrera/Council Member Jose Ponce to approve and 
adopt Ordinance No. 417.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
6. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez reported that he has held meetings with different agencies that 
are dealing with the Port of Entry and trying to get the funding.  It appears that the cost 

of the port has increased approximately 20%, the city is working with the congressional 
delegation and the multiple agencies in Mexico for the construction of the Port of Entry. 
 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco reported she attended the Library Board of Trustees 
meeting, they are finalizing their budget and they are including the the air conditioning 

units for the San Luis Branch.  They also received a grant for a traveling holocaust 
museum, they were one of the few libraries in the country to be awarded that grant.  
They have fully re-opened and are back with all the events and programs in addition 

they have reported that the San Luis Branch had the highest number for the program 
offered to adults for english classes. 
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7.  CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

 
Mr. Gary Snyder, PO Box 2191, San Luis, AZ, stated that he had a question for Ms. 
Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk or the City Attorney.  He wanted to find out what would deem 

a City Council Member or possibly a Mayor to lose their seat.  What kind of criminal act 
would take them off or render their position.   

 
Ms. Kay Macuil, City Attorney, responded that she would have to study that question as 
this is the time for public comment not for questions.     

 
Mr. Snyder added that he is challenging the integrity of the Oath of Office from an 

elected official and he wants the City Council and the Mayor to check on and find out at 
a later date and indicated that he had a public audio that he played.  The audio played 
is in spanish and translated as follows: 

 
“…and the Attorney General, one is not used to those things, two sheriffs arrived and 

then the attorney and that there was something against me and wanted to take my 
fingerprints and I asked but why, two (2) weeks ago my finterprints were taken at the 
police department for the church and I told them that they are the law and they can get 

them from anywhere.  But he said they are specific and I said I will go right now and he 
said no, if you refuse we can take you with an order from the judge, there is a complaint 

against you and we want to fingerprint you, so then I said how far can we get…” 
 
Mr. Snyder mentioned that this is a public audio he obtained from a public records 

request at the police department, actually Lieutenant Marco Santana was the receiving 
officer, so the question he has is the integrity of oath everyone has taken as the law.  

He added that obviously right now, there is nothing pending but for the Attorney General 
and a sheriff to come down and check someone’s fingerprints, he recommended as the 
Mayor, Vice Mayor, City Council and City Attorney to keep an eye on because San Luis 

is already known with the issue from of the persons from San Luis has endicments.  He 
is not saying she is guilty or not, obviously until the court of law, but there is already a 

lot of negativity for San Luis and to bring an opportunity, the possibility of a further 
action, he wants the city to be ready for it.   
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez asked Ms. Macuil to make sure there is a legal response in 
writing.    

 
8.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Luis Cabrera/Council Member Jose Ponce to adjourn the 
Regular Council meeting at approximately 8:48 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
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                                                                                         APPROVED: 

 
                                                                                         ________________________ 
                                                                                         Gerardo Sanchez, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 
_______________________ 
Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 

 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of 
the Regular City Council meeting of the City Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona, 

held on June 9, 2021.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and 
that a quorum was present.  
 

 
_______________________ 

Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 
 
 

 
 

 
 



M I N U T E S 

Regular Council Meeting 
San Luis City Council 

San Luis Council Chambers 

1090 E. Union Street 
June 23, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 

approximately 7:01 p.m. 
 
Mayor, City Council, and some members of staff participated remotely. 

                      
            PRESENT:  Mayor Gerardo Sanchez 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco 
    Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. 
    Council Member Luis Cabrera 

    Council Member Jose Ponce   
  Council Member Matias Rosales 

Council Member Gloria Torres 
                       
    OTHERS PRESENT:  Tadeo A. De La Hoya, City Administrator 

Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 
Kay Marion Macuil, City Attorney 

Angel Ramirez, Fire Chief 
Axel Chaira, I.T. Department 
Eulogio Vera, Director of Public Works 

Glenn Gimbut, Assistant City Attorney 
Jenny Torres, Economic Development Manager 

Jonathan Dumadag, I.T. Department 
Jorge Perez, Billing & Collections Manager 
Jose Luis Cisneros, Executive Assistant 

Mary French-Jones, Grant Writer 
Miguel Ramirez, Acting Assistant Director of Finance 

Monica Castro, Director of Finance 
Richard Jessup, Chief of Police 
Rosalva Leon, Human Resources Coordinator 

Roula Encinas, Acting Assistant Director of Finance 
David Nuñez, Arizona State University Intern 

Guadalupe Bustamante, Arizona State University Intern 
Adelaida Buchanan, Resident 
Buna George, Director to Greater Yuma Port Authority 

Cesar Neyoy, Reporter 
Christian Cuevas, Translator 

Gary Snyder, Resident 
Guillermina Fuentes, Resident 
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Paul Brierly, Executive Director to University of Arizona    

Yuma Center of Excellence for Desert Agriculture 
    

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Council Member Jose Ponce led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
3.  INVOCATION 
 

Mr. Richard Jessup, Chief of Police, led the invocation. 
 

4.  PRESENTATIONS 
 
4. A.  Presentation on any and all matters regarding Greater Yuma Port 

Authority's activities.  (Buna George, Executive Director to Greater Yuma Port 
Authority) 

 
Ms. Buna George, Executive Director to Greater Yuma Port Authority (GYPA), briefly 
presented a PowerPoint presentation providing their summary of events.  She spoke 

about the Member Entities, GYPA’s Timeline, Travel Restrictions, Collaborative Events, 
Magrino Industrial Park and their action items.  Ms. George thanked the City of San Luis 

for the partnership.  The presentation is filed with the City Clerk’s Office with the 
complete agenda packet.  
 

4. B.  Presentation on any and all matters regarding the COVID-19 Sewage Testing 
Early Warning Program.  (Paul E. Brierley, Executive Director to The University of 

Arizona Yuma Center of Excellence for Desert Agriculture) 
 
Mr. Paul E. Brierley, Executive Director to The University of Arizona Yuma Center of 

Excellence for Desert Agriculture (YCEDA), stated that YCEDA was asked by one of the 
donors if there was something they could do to help Yuma County get back to work 

safely, specifically with the vegetable season coming up.  They decided in the process 
utilized in Tucson at the University of Arizona to analyze wastewater and look for the 
virus that causes COVID-19.  This can be detected a week before someone who was 

infected would have symptoms.  Mr. Brierley provided a presentation on how the Waste-
Based Epidemiology (WBE) works and its possible uses.  He hopes to get a sample 

from the San Luis Rio Colorado, Sonora.  
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez thanked Mr. Brierley for the presentation and added that this 

tool gave an opportunity to the residents of the City of San Luis to be inform of the virus.    
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
5. A.  MINUTES OF 

 
- Work Session held May 19, 2021 

- Regular Council meeting held May 26, 2021 
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5. B.  DISBURSEMENTS FROM JUNE 2, 2021 TO JUNE 14, 2021 

Total Disbursements $1,650,223.05 
(One Million, Six Hundred Fifty Thousand, Two Hundred, Twenty - Three Dollars and Five Cents) 

 

MOTION:  Council Member Gloria Torres/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
6.  DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS: 
 

6. A.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding an 
informational update on the Mesa Street Improvements project.  (Jenny Torres, 

Economic Development Manager) 
 
Ms. Jenny Torres, Economic Development Manager, said that a work session was held 

in May 2020 for a public hearing at which the City Council selected Mesa Street as one 
of the priority projects to be submitted to the Arizona Department of Housing for 
Community Development Block Grant.  In August 2020, staff began the design of the 

project and titled it Mesa Street Improvements Phasing Project.  Phase 1 includes 
improvement to the roads, sidewalks, curb and gutter, ADA ramps, storm draining and 

retaining wall.  Phase 2 includes the tie-ins for C and D Streets road improvements, 
curb and gutter, sidewalk, pedestrian concrete steps with safety rails and private land 
acquisition. 

 
Mr. Eulogio Vera, Director of Public Works, explained a graphic as shown on the 

PowerPoint presentation, attached to the complete Agenda Packet filed at the City 
Clerk’s Office.  He spoke about what staff thinks is the best layout and circulation for 
Phase 1.  There was some dialogue regarding the drainage requirements/removal as 

well as the easements or acquisition of land on the east and west property corners to fit 
the sidewalk ramps and one-way/two-way width roads.     

 
Ms. Torres mentioned that staff is negotiating with five (5) owners for the land 
acquisition.  The staff is requesting an easement, which is an authorization for the city to 

perform improvement but they will still own the land.  This is being done as part of the 
application to obtain site control and not be disqualified.  But staff will go back to the 

City Council and recommend the purchase of the land.  The acquisition of the land will 
improve the area and increase the value of their property.   
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She added that the engineer’s cost estimate for Phase 1 is $908,565.00; and Phase 2 is 

$211,856.00.  The final cost estimate for the private land acquisition is unknown, as it is 
still going through the appraisal process.   
 

The city is applying for $626,215.00, the city has allocated $486,320.00 from the 
General Fund and the HURF account for Phase 1 and 2 but not for the land acquisition.  

The application is due next week and the funds/alternative award of funds will be 
awarded mid August.  Site control of private land is for January 2022, begin construction 
in March 2022 and completion in September 2022.  These dates are estimates and are 

based on the site control.  Staff encountered challenges and received good news from 
Yuma County Water Users Association and they are willing to work with staff in regards 

to the drainage system.  An application was submitted to Bureau of Land Management 
to acquire specific parts of land in downtown that would focus in parks.  One of the 
items that residents addressed is the commercial truck traffic and access obstruction on 

C Street.  What residents are complaining about is the traffic heading southbound and 
the deliveries happening as those trucks block any resident from having access to their 

property.  Once the improvements are constructed, this will no longer be able to do that 
as enforcement will be stronger.    
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez added that this project has been talked about for 
approximately six (6) years.  He thanked staff for the update and looks forward for the 

opportunity for these improvements.   
 
6. B.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding an 

increase of the purchase price of an ambulance above the price City 
Council approved in September of 2020.  (Angel Ramirez, Fire Chief) 

 
Mr. Angel Ramirez, Fire Chief, stated that this item was presented to the City Council in 
September 2020.  After the purchase price, during the build staff learned some material 

during the COVID-19 phase and added a special UV light to the ambulance.  This 
addition increased the price in the amount of $701.00.  He requested that the Mayor 

and City Council ratify purchase order #2021-696 to Republic EVS in the amount of 
$701.00  
 

MOTION:  Council Member Jose Ponce/Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco to ratify the 
$701.00 increased price to purchase the ambulance as presented.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
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6. C.  Public hearing followed by discussion and possible action on any and all 

matters regarding Resolution No. 2187.  A resolution of the Mayor and City 
Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona, adopting the budget for Fiscal Year 2021-
2022.  (Monica Castro, Director of Finance) 

 
A. Open public hearing 

 
MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco/Council Member Jose Ponce to open the 
public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
1. Staff Presentation 

 
Ms. Monica Castro, Director of Finance, explained that two (2) weeks ago, staff 
presented the tentative budget to the Mayor and City Council for approval, since then, 

the tentative budget was published in the local newspaper inviting the public to 
comment.  After the tentative budget was approved, it was brought to staff’s attention 

the need to add an additional position to the budget.  It was the Code Enforcement 
position to ensure compliance for the Public Works and business activities.  In order to 
accommodate this request, staff removed an assistant position for Public Works and 

reallocated some expenses.  This change did not increase the budget, nor changed the 
positions considered in the budget; by state statute, the budget cannot be increased 

after it is presented and staff can only reallocate resources to make sure that the needs 
for the city are met.  Staff recommends approval of the final budget for Fiscal Year 2022 
of $94,976,387.00.    

 
Council Member Matias Rosales commented that in reading the newspaper it read the 

city was in a deficit and asked if this is incorrect. 
 
Ms. Castro stated that the city is not in deficit and the budget is balanced.  In fact, it is 

required by state statute, that City Council cannot adopt a budget that is not balanced, 
but in order to balance the budget, it is not only taking the revenues and expenditures.  

One has to make sure that the recurring revenues match recurring expenditures.  Also, 
that there be carrying balances from prior years, therefore staff has to make sure that 
those match with one-time expenditures because those are not going to occur again, 

specially with COVID-19 that the city did not spend as much since travel was 
suspended and some projects were delayed.  The city was able to accumulate a 

positive carryover that will be able used next year for projects.   
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She indicated on the spreadsheet displayed during the City Council meeting, that the 

balance net position shows $28 million which include the positive balances.  The bottom 
line demonstrates the resources available in the amount of $142 million which is a 
positive carryover versus the city’s projected expenditures of $89 million that does not 

include the transfers out.    
 

Council Member Luis Cabrera asked when will the projects happen and if an estimated 
timeline could be provided or presented to the City Council within the next two (2) 
upcoming work sessions. 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez added that he agrees but the city is dynamic and unfortunately 

with the pandemic staff is not sure.  Staff can say the projects are going to be done in a 
particular time but if they are not, what happens then.  There is a list of the projects and 
the presentations from the different departments, it is very difficult to commit as there 

might be another delay if the pandemic occurs once again as COVID-19 is not over yet.  
He stressed that the city is not in a deficit and projects will get done; it is important that 

the community knows that project need to get done. 
 
2. Call to the public on this item 

 
There were no comments from the public on this item. 

 
B. Close public hearing 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Council Member Jose Ponce to close the 
public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
C.  Action on Resolution No. 2187 
 

MOTION:  Council member Mario Buchanan Jr./Council Member Luis Cabrera to 
aprove and adopt Resolution No. 2187.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
6. D.  Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Order No. 

2021-6.  An order of the Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona 
declaring the Employee Benefits Plans a public record; approving the Employee 
Benefits Plans for the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 for administration by the San Luis 

Employee Benefits Trust; providing for repeal of conflicting actions of City 
Council; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date for the 

plans.  (Edgardo Carbajal, Acting Director of Human Resources) 
 
Ms. Rosalva Leon, Human Resources Coordinator, mentioned that staff recommends 

approval of the Employee Benefits Plan for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  The Employee 
Benefits Trust approved the Employee Benefits Plan at their meeting of April 16, 2021.  

The final budget amount allocated for benefits plans is $3,514,079.00 and it is to take 
effect July 1, 2021.     
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez stated that as Chairman of the Board, the employees’ 
premiums are not going to be increased, the city continues to offer one of the best 

medical plans for employees thanks to the broker.  The number of claims have been 
higher but has managed to keep costs down in regards to the employee’s premiums.    
 

MOTION:  Council Member Jose Ponce/Council Member Luis Cabrera to approve 
Order No. 2021-6.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
The vote was as follows: 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 

Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 

 
7. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS 
 

Mayor Gerardo Sanchez reported that the City of San Luis continues its internship 
programs, currently the city has nine (9) interns from Arizona State University (ASU).   
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This programs helps the interns gain experience in the various departments of how 

government functions.  He also mentioned that the funds for the Port of Entry that is 
needed, suppossedly it was $90 million, now it appears that it will be over $100 million.  
There is support from the Arizona Congressional Delegation, U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection, General Services Administration and the federal government.  He also 
reported that the Mexican authorities are working attentively regarding Avenida Morelos 

and Archibald Street in fixing the problem that is created in the evenings, NADBANK 
has responded regarding the funding of the studies but should know within two (2) 
weeks.  He met last week with the different organizations about the situations at the 

Ports of Entry and borders.  The city is facilitating with the Mexican Consulate and Ms. 
Amanda Aguirre, vaccinations of the Johnson & Johnson at the Port of Entry 2.  If this 

goes well, they will continue to provide vaccinations to the counterparts in Mexico, 
specially those in the industry.          
 

Council Member Matias Rosales reported he was invited by ADOT to attend the back to 
live training sessions for the cross-border truck drivers training.  In attending that 

meeting Officer Carbajal found the garage gate opener for the gate ADOT has at the 
Magrino Park.  He also attend the Yuma County Planning & Zoning meeting and added 
that tomorrow he will attend the Greater Yuma Port Authority meeting in the morning 

and the Yuma Metropolitan Planning Organization in the afternoon.  He also informed 
that the Nationals Bike Ride will take place in October 2021.  He also saw city 

employees participating in the kickball program last night and it felt great to see them 
back in the park having fun.   
 

Council Member Luis Cabrera reported that he joined the 38th Annual NALEO 
Conference this morning.  He thanked the Department Heads for the monthly reports 

submitted and Parks & Recreation for the different things going on for the citizens, kids 
and youth of the community. 
 

 Council Member Jose Ponce reported that he continues to assist Mr. Manuel Castro, 
Gethsemani Food Ministry, in the distribution of food boxes to members of the 

community.  He has been attending the Campesinos Sin Fronteras events and is very 
active at the Senior Center activities.   
 

8.  CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 

Mr. Gary Snyder, PO Box 2191, San Luis, Arizona, congratulated the Mayor and City 
Council for the 4th of July, adding that it is great to have it open for the community.  He 
stated that he was going to wait a few minutes or pass because he is waiting on a legal 

document to go by and has not received it yet. 
 

Ms. Guillermina Fuentes, 1630 N. 9th Avenue, San Luis, Arizona, congratulated the 
Mayor and City Council for the work they are doing for this community.  She added that 
it does not matter how hard the City Council works, they will be criticized but do not feel 

bad because there are evil people outside who will do it.  At least the City Council gets 
compensated and as School Board Members they do not get paid to receive all the 

garbage.   
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She recommended the City Council to not get frustrated as people chose them to 

represent them because they believe in them and it does not matter what two (2), three 
(3) or four (4) toxic people say about the City Council.  She asked the Mayor and City 
Council to continue working hard so that they do not let citizens down.    

 
9.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Vote to hold an Executive Session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A) (3)  
 
Discussion and possible action to hold an Executive Session pursuant to A.R.S. § 

38-431.03(A) (3) for legal advice with the city's attorneys regarding County 24th 
Street and Avenue E. (Kay Marion Macuil, City Attorney and Assistant City 

Attorney Glenn Gimbut) 
 
MOTION:  Council Member Matias Rosales/Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. to go 

into Executive Session at approximately 8:26 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 

Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

10.  MOTION TO GO BACK INTO REGULAR SESSION 
 
MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco/Council Member Jose Ponce to go back 

into Regular Session at approximately 8:44 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 

Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 
Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 

Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 
Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 

Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
 

11.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco/Council Member Jose Ponce to adjourn 

the Regular Council meeting at approximately 8:45 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The vote was as follows: 

 
Mayor Gerardo Sanchez   Aye 
Vice Mayor Africa Luna-Carrasco  Aye 

Council Member Mario Buchanan Jr. Aye 
Council Member Luis Cabrera  Aye 

Council Member Jose Ponce    Aye 
Council Member Matias Rosales  Aye 
Council Member Gloria Torres  Aye 
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                                                                                         APPROVED: 

 
                                                                                         ________________________ 
                                                                                         Gerardo Sanchez, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 
_______________________ 
Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 

 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of 
the Regular City Council meeting of the City Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona, 

held on June 23, 2021.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and 
that a quorum was present.  
 

 
_______________________ 

Sonia Cornelio, City Clerk 
 
 

 
 

 
 



AGENDA ITEM REVIEW FORM

   
Regular City Council Meeting 4. B.        
Meeting Date: 07/14/2021  

Summary
DISBURSEMENTS FROM JUNE 15, 2021 TO JUNE 28, 2021
Total Disbursements $992,577.36
(Nine Hundred Ninety-Two Thousand, Five Hundred, Seventy-Seven Dollars and Thirty-Six Cents)

 

Attachments
Disbursements 























AGENDA ITEM REVIEW FORM

   
Regular City Council Meeting 5. A.        
Meeting Date: 07/14/2021  
Department Head: James Einwaechter, Assistant Director of Public Works, Public Works Department 
Submitted By: James Einwaechter, Assistant Director of Public Works, Public Works Department
Action Requested:  Motion

ITEM:
Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding the purchase of a new 2022 Peterbilt
Solid Waste Truck with Scorpion body (side-loader) for the Public Works Department’s Solid Waste
Division.   (James R. Einwaechter, Assistant Director of Public Works).

SUMMARY:
A new side-loading solid waste truck is required to replace an old deteriorating truck that is posing
reliability/maintainability concerns and incurring increasing operation and maintenance costs for the City
of San Luis.  Compatible replacement parts are becoming increasingly difficult to source for our older
solid waste vehicles.  We received a non-competitive quote from Rush Truck Centers in the amount of
$330,587.60 for a new solid waste truck that meets the City’s requirements and specifications, “mirroring”
the specifications for the City’s most recent solid waste truck purchase.  Rush Truck Centers is the only
vendor that provides both the sale and service (maintenance and repair) of new solid waste trucks in the
State of Arizona.  This vendor can also satisfy our requirement for a specific truck and body (side-loader)
type, critical to our Fleet Services Division’s ability to more efficiently and cost-effectively maintain an
inventory of “like” vehicle and equipment assets.  For these reasons, we recommend sole source
procurement from Rush Truck Centers and the waiving of formal procurement procedures as allowed
under City Code Section 3.05.010(H).  This new truck was part of the Public Works Department’s FY
2022 CIP request, which was recently approved by the Council in its adoption of the City’s FY 2022
budget.  The current quote of $330,587.60 represents an increase to the $312,530.86 estimate included
in Public Work's FY 2022 budget request.  The increase is attributable to increased manufacturing costs
(particularly the price of steel).  FY 2022 funds are available to transfer from multiple Solid Waste
accounts to support the required $18,056.74 budget transfer (that has already been initiated).

RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTED MOTION:
I MOVE TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A NEW SOLID WASTE TRUCK WITH SCORPION BODY
IN THE AMOUNT OF $330,587.60 FROM RUSH TRUCK CENTERS, APPROVE THE LOAN AND
TRANSFER OF $18,056.74 SHOWN ON THE FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT AND TO WAIVE
FORMAL PURCHASING PROCEDURES AS ALLOWED UNDER CITY CODE SECTION 3.05.010(H)
FOR THE REASONS PRESENTED.

Fiscal Impact
IS THERE FISCAL IMPACT ASSOCIATED WITH THIS ITEM: YES
CITY/STATE/FEDERAL FUNDS: CITY
TOTAL: $330,587.60
BUDGETED AMOUNT: $312,530.86



AVAILABLE AMOUNT TO TRANSFER: $18,056.74
ACCT NAME & GL#/REMAINING BALANCE BEFORE PURCHASE: Solid Waste G/L

320-321-90000, Capital
Outlay-Equiment

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT (IF THIS IS A BUDGET TRANSFER, YOU MUST ATTACH THE
BUDGET ADJUSTMENT FORM):
This new truck is budgeted in City’s FY 2022 budget.

We are requesting council approval of budget transfer of $18,100 as stated in the attached budget
transfer form. 

Staff recommends the purchase of the new solid waste truck, via a 5-year loan with 1st bank of Yuma.
The City would pay 10% and the loan will cover 90% of the total cost of unit.

Capital Outlay Equipment 320-321-90000 $ 330,587.60
 

Attachments
Budget Transfer Form 
Updated Solid Waste Truck Quote 



City of San Luis
Budget Adjustment Form

Reason for Budget Adjustment: Funds transfer for purchase of new solid waste truck – Cost increase is
attributable to an increase in manufacturing costs (steel) since the original March 2021 quote from vendor.

Account Number Account Name Approved/Amended Budget
Fiscal 21/22

Budget to be revised
(Add to)

Budget to be
decreased

(Taken from)

Available
Balance Budget

FY 21/22

320-321-60005 Other Supplies $45,000.00 $8,000.00 $37,000.00

320-321-70005 Gas/Oil $50,000.00 $5,100.00 $44,900.00

320-321-70025 Maintenance -
Other

$3,000.00 $1,000.00 $2,000.00

320-321-70040 Software Support $5,900.00 $1,000.00 $4,900.00

320-321-80000 Contractual
Services

$6,750.00 $3,000.00 $3,750.00

320-321-90000 Capital Outlay-
Equipment

$324,620.00 $18,100.00 $342,620.00

$18,100.00 $18,100.00

Department Head_______________________________ Date _______________

City Manager__________________________________ Date_______________

Finance Department_____________________________ Date _______________









































AGENDA ITEM REVIEW FORM

   
Regular City Council Meeting 5. B.        
Meeting Date: 07/14/2021  
Department Head: Kay Macuil, City Attorney, Attorney's Office 
Submitted By: Kay Macuil, City Attorney, Attorney's Office
Action Requested:  Motion

Resolution

ITEM:
Discussion and possible action on any and all matters regarding Resolution No. 2188.  A resolution of the
Mayor and City Council of the City of San Luis, Arizona amending section HR-4-03(A) of the City of San
Luis Personnel Policies relating to holidays, adding Miguel Gonzalez Day in memory of our esteemed
colleague lost due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in commemoration of the perseverance of the
essential workers and first responders in continuing the services to the City of San Luis throughout the
difficulties presented by the public health emergency.     (Mayor Gerardo Sanchez and Vice Mayor
Africa Luna-Carrasco)

SUMMARY:
The remembrance and commemoration day described in this item is to be observed annually by the
Municipality of San Luis on the last Monday of October.

RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTED MOTION:
I MOVE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2188.

Fiscal Impact
IS THERE FISCAL IMPACT ASSOCIATED WITH THIS ITEM: No
CITY/STATE/FEDERAL FUNDS: N/A
TOTAL: N/A
BUDGETED AMOUNT: N/A
AVAILABLE AMOUNT TO TRANSFER: N/A
ACCT NAME & GL#/REMAINING BALANCE BEFORE PURCHASE: N/A
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT (IF THIS IS A BUDGET TRANSFER, YOU MUST ATTACH THE
BUDGET ADJUSTMENT FORM):
There is no discernable fiscal impact associated with this item.

Attachments
Resolution No. 2179 
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