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ARTICLE 12.
CITIZENS' RIGHTS

Addressing the Council. Any person desiring to address the Council by
oral communication shall first secure the permission of the presiding officer.

Manner of Addressing the Council — Time Limit. Each person addressing the Council
shall speak at the podium into the microphone (or at another designated location),
shall give his/her name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record, and,
unless further time is granted by the Council, shall, subject to Section 12.4 below,
limit his/her remarks to three (3) minutes or less. A person who addresses the Council
through a translator will limit his/her remarks to six (6) minutes or less. All remarks
shall be addressed to the Council as a body, and not to any individual member thereof.
No person, other than members of the Council or City staff (when requested by the
presiding officer) and the person having the floor, shall be permitted to enter into any
discussion, either directly or through the members of the Council, unless requested or
approved by the presiding officer. No questions shall be asked the Councilmembers,
except through the presiding officer. Responses to questions may be limited as required
by State law.

Personal and Slanderous Remarks. Any person making personal, impertinent,
or slanderous remarks, or who shall become boisterous, either while addressing the
Council or otherwise while in attendance at a Council meeting, may be requested
to leave the meeting, pursuant to Article 10 of these Rules, and may be removed from
the meeting if necessary for the conduct of the remainder of the meeting. This is not
intended to prohibit public criticism of the Council, including criticism of any act,
omission, policy, procedure, program, or service unless such is otherwise prohibited by
law.

Public Hearings. After being recognized by the presiding officer, interested persons,
or their authorized representatives, may address the Council with respect to the subject
matter of a public hearing being conducted. The presiding officer may establish
procedures at a public hearing to limit the amount of time (which, unless modified by
the presiding officer, shall be as set forth in Section 12.2 above) interested persons
may speak, subject to the Councilmembers' right to appeal the presiding officer's
ruling pursuant to Section 9.6. Subject to modification by the presiding officer, and
subject to the Councilmembers' right of appeal pursuant to Section 9.6, the normal
order of a public hearing is as follows: (i) the opening of the hearing and the
establishment, if any, of a modified public hearing procedure by the presiding officer;
(i1) address to the Council by any interested person(s); (iii) discussion by the Mayor
and Councilmembers, including requests for information from City staff or any
person(s) who addressed the Council; and (iv) action by the Council, if any is posted
on the agenda relating to the hearing.

Written Communications. Interested persons, or their authorized representatives, may
address the Council by written communication in regard to any matter concerning
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the City's business or over which the Council has control at any time by direct mail
or by addressing the City Secretary, who shall, on the request of the writer, distribute
copies to the Councilmembers.

Hearing of Residents.  There shall be included on the agenda of each City
Council meeting, prior to any items listed on the agenda for action to be taken, an item
labeled "Hearing of Residents". After being recognized by the presiding officer,
members of the public (giving precedence to residents of the City) may address the
Council on items on or not on the agenda at that time, providing they have completed
the "Hearing of Residents" form, unless authorized by the presiding officer. The
form shall be made available to persons wishing to address the Council prior to the
calling of the meeting to order and such completed form shall be made available to
the presiding officer prior to the calling of the meeting to order. The persons signed
up for "Hearing of Residents" must speak during the "Hearing of Residents" portion
of the meeting. Councilmembers and members of City staff may not discuss unpasted
items nor take any action thereon other than to (1) make a statement of factual
information, (2) make a statement of existing City policy, or (3) discuss placing the
item on a future agenda. Persons speaking shall be subject to the time limits set forth
in Section 12.2, unless otherwise authorized by the presiding officer.




