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Why Tralls?

 Citizen Input has been driving development
of hike and bike trails

e Natural, Community, Health, and Economic
Benefits to trails

o |t only takes 25 feet to make a park!
 What are the common concerns?

 What are the realistic outcomes after trall
development?

e Vision for the Future



Parks Master Plan 2014

Question 9 — Which of the following best describe how you
perceive the need for greenways, which would include trails for
walking, biking, and running, that would interconnect many areas,
parks and school facilities within the City of Schertz.

Need for greenways & trail connections

2%

M Extreme importance

W Some importance

W No Importance

® Undecided

Question 17 — In which recreation programs or activities would you
or members of your household be most interested in participating?

Hiking 89.90%
Biking 87.50%
Health / Wellness 86.00%
Programs

Fitness Classes 83.40%
Fishing 74.70%
Water Exercise 73.10%
Nature Study 69.80%
Swim Lessons 64.20%
Dance Classes 60.50%
Tennis 55.60%
Soccer 53.90%
Basketball 52.30%
Football 50.00%
Volleyball 49.30%
Sand Volleyball 48.80%
Baseball-T/ball 46.00%
Racquetball 44.90%
Softball 42.20%
Competition swim team 41.00%
Gymnastics 40.00%
Youth Wrestling 20.10%
In-Line hockey 17.20%
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Citizen Satisfaction Surveys 2016

Q2. City Services That Should Receive the Most

Emphasis Over the Next Two Years
by percentage of respondents who seleded the item as one of their top four choices

Police s envices

City parks & recre ation programs
Stormeuater runoff £ flood prevention
Enforcemant of City codes & ordinances
Citywuater & sewer = envices

City communication with the publiz
Tra= hire gyclin gfyard waste colledion
Emergency medical £ enices

Fire sensices

Civic & community centers

Animal 5 envices

Customer senvice

Librany s envices

Municipal court se nrices

0%

Sonrce: ETC Iretinmte (20167

0% 20% 0% 0% 0%
|M 1=t Choice B32nd Choice E33rd Choice B Choice |

Samce: ETC hstite (2016)

Q6. Parks and Recreation Services That Should
Receive the Most Emphasis Over the Next Two Years

by percentage of respondent who selected the item a5 one of their top three choices

Waking & bking trails in Ciby

Mairtenance & appearance of City parks

Humber of City partks

FAurailability of ywouth recre ation programs

hdcuing & trimming of City parks

Ay ailability of adult recre ation programs

City swimming pooks

Quality of outdoor athletic facilities

I
19% |
1

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%,
1=t Choice E2nd Choice E33rd Choice I

Fecre ation Center

COMMUNITY
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Citizen Satisfaction Surveys 2019

Emphasis Over the Next Two Years

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top four choices

Falice servicss

Enforcement of city codes and ordinances

City parks and recreation programs

City water and sewer services

Trash, recycling, & yard waste collection services
Fire zervices

Management of stormwater runcff & flood prevention
Emergency medical services

City communication with the public

Animal Services

Civic and community centers

Library services

Customer service provided by City employses

Municipal court services

0%

Source: FTC Institute (20149}

ETC Institute (2015)

3%

2018 Schertz Community Survey: Findings Report

Q2. City Services That Should Receive the Most

3%

40%

40%

50%

M 1st Choice @2nd Choice E3rd Choice E4th Chaice

Fage 4

2018 Scherz Comrmunity Survey: Findings Repart

Q6. Parks and Recreation Services That Should
Receive the Most Emphasis Over the Next Two Years

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as cne of their top three choices

Walking =nd biking trails in the City

@
#

Maintenance and appearance of existing City parks

Availability of adult recreation programs

Availability of youth recreation programs

Mumber of City parks

City swimming pools

Maowing and frimming of City parks

Guiality of outdoor athlefic facilities

e T e S S e e e T T B

Recreation Center 13%

0% 10% 20% 20% 40% 50%.

[mm1st Choice CI2nd Choice E13rd Choice |

Source: FTC Institute (20149}

ETC Institute (2019) Fage 11
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Citizen Satisfaction Surveys 2021

i1 teher Commun b S Hindnge inpart i1 teher Commun b S Hindnge inpart

Q2. City Services That Should Receive the Most Emphasis Q7. Parks and Recreation Services That Should
Over the Next Two Years Receive the Most Emphasis Over the Next Two Years

by percenlage al tespandents who salected The ilain as one of Their lop Toor choices by percentage al respandeants wha selecled the ilem as one of Their lap Three choices
Palice services - 49% Wallting & biking trails in City 55%
Cily parle & recrealion progams - 368%
Cnfarcement af City codes & ardinances - 359 Maintenance & appearance of axisting City parks A7%
Management of stormwater runoff & flood prevention - 5% i .
Awailatilily al youlh recrealion programs 29%
Emergency medical services - 33%
City water & sewer services - 32% Availability of adult recreation pregrams 27%
Fire sevies - 28%
Murnber af City parks 25%
Trash, recycling, & yvard waste collection services - 26%
ity communication with the public - 25% Mawing & trimming of City parks 24%
Civic & community centers - 15%
Cuality ot outdoer athletic facilities 19%
Animal services (animal contral, adoption center} - 14% ¥
Librany services . 11% City swirniming poals 17%
Customer service provided by City cmployees - 11%
Municipal court services l 3% Recraation center 17%
% 1% 20 3 4% S50% 6% Q% 109 200% 30% A0 S50% BO% T
M 1:t Chaoice 2nd Choice 3rd Choice Eldth Chaolee W1t Chaice Znd Cholce 3rd Cholee
ETC Inatitube 2004 Pagd ETC Inatitute [2024] Fagu 1Z
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Figure 5. Bikes, Trails and Recreation Network
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Natural Benefits

* Preserving land protects a community’s land
and water

* Public green space cleans the air
e Saving habitat protects wildlife



Community & Health Benefits

» Green space has measurable effects on
mental health

 Numerous studies show green space reduces
anxiety

 Trails are great opportunities to get necessary
exercise

e More exercise lowers an area’s healthcare cost



Economic Benefits

e Tralls are drivers of tourism
* New parks attract businesses

e Trails create opportunities for short distance
trips, reducing time and money lost to
congestion

 New green space and trails raise property
resale value
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great springs

PROJECT

« 5’ for cycling and IT ONLY TAKES

it 25 FEET
TO MAKE A
« 5'-6’ fora

pedestrian walkway
with wayfinding

e 1'-2’ fora
planted barrier

« 10’ fora
painted cycle
track

o 3’-5’ for lighting,
shading, and
planting



Common Concerns
Not In My Backyard (NIMBYism)

e Very common, well-documented phenomenon
that occurs with new development

 Cell phone towers, retail construction, housing
developments, highway extensions, skate
parks, bike paths, etc.

* The fear Is that with change comes something
undesirable; increased traffic from a new
facility, loitering delinquents near the new skate
park, or vandalism as a result of bike path
access.
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Not In My Backyard (NIMBYism)

 First section of the
Great Northern Trall we -
had these concerns
« Destroying wildlife
habitat

« Will drive undesirable
wildlife into my yard
(snakes, rats)

* Losing privacy
e Criminal activity will
Increase

 The worst fears have
not come to fruition

e Positive feedback
 Well used trall




Not In My Backyard (NIMBYism)

Live Oak Road sidewalks
Hilltop Park
Dry Comal Creek Trail

What are the concerns

e | like kids | just don’t want
them walking behind my
house

* Crime and vandalism will
increase

* People who are homeless
will take over the area

e Dumping and trash

 The worst fears have not
come to fruition

« Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design
(CPTED)
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Positive Traill Outcomes

* Neighborhood Connections (Trailheads) for
residents in neighborhoods to access the trail

 Positive examples in multiple cities
e Successful greenway systems

* Trail, greenway, linear park are all synonymous
terms
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Kerrville
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New Braunfels
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College Station
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Boerne




San Antonio — Leon Creek




San Antonio — Salado Creek
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Austin
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Positive Traill Outcomes

=T

Great Rivers Greenway

VIOLET CROWN

TRAIL

great springs

MONTGOMERY
COUNTY

will likely continue for many years to come.

» - Although the greenway projects were conceived in the
D ECA D Es wt late 1970s, planning, land acquisition and construction

1979: Spring Creek 1990s: Trail and 2004: Cypress Creek Greenway 2018: Voters approve a flood bond with

Greenway praject park construction Project begins as a committee 2100 million for Cypress Creek green space

unafficially begins. begins. within nonprofit Cypress Creek acquisition and flood plain preservation
Flood Control Coalition. and $50 million for natural flood plains

along Spring Creek.

1980s: Land 2004: The first parts of Spring Creek 20M1: Cypress 2021: Land acquisitions
acquisition for both Greenway are designed and built, Creek Greenway for both projects reach
projects begins. linking parks along the Spring Creek, launches. 12.Dtﬁgres.

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY PRECINCT 4, HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER



Vision for the Future




Vision for the Future
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Vision for the Future
SCHERTZ - NORTHCLIFFE AREA | PRESERVED GREENSPAGE anp TRAILS

Fit 1102

Covers Covs

Black Butte

KEY

- Preserved Greenspace
- Developing Areas

@ Existing Trails

| el | st 1.

@ » @ Planned Trails

e Waterways

. 1/4 MILE .
I 1 N‘
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Discussion
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