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Background

• The City is in process to establish a new franchise contract for solid 

waste/recycling disposal. 

• Staff is using the timing to propose amendments to the Solid Waste 

Ordinance.

• Chapter 34, Article III of the Schertz Code of Ordinances. 

• Requires amendments in the Nuisance Ordinance Chapter 54 Article V.
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Approach

• Staff’s main goal with proposed amendments was to streamline the Solid 

Waste Ordinance.

• Three strategies 

1. Revising language to convey information better.

2. Eliminating details that are covered in the franchise contract

3. Cross-referencing items with Nuisance Code.
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Approach

• Existing Solid Waste Ordinance

• 26 Sections

• Proposed Solid Waste Ordinance 

• 8 Sections
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Strategy #1 Revising Language
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• Changed “public works director” to “City Manager or his/her designee”.

• Split regulations into subsections EX: “(a), (b), (c), etc.”

• Moved items or combined items to make more editorial sense. 

• Removed redundant or unnecessary language to shorten the Article.



Strategy #1 Revising Language
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• Split regulations into subsections EX: “(a), (b), (c), etc.”

Existing Proposed



Strategy #1 Revising Language
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• Moved items or combined items to make more editorial sense. 

Proposed

From Sec 34-49

From Sec 34-61

From Sec 34-64



Strategy #1 Revising Language
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• Removed redundant or unnecessary language to streamline the Article.

• Ex: Defined Terms

• 38 terms existing

• 20 terms proposed



Strategy #2 Removing Details Related to Franchise Contract
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• Removing language in Article III Solid Waste that is covered in Franchise Contract

• Example Sections:

• Section 34-51 - Sanitation service deposits and fees.

• Section 34-54 - Collection containers and receptacles for garbage, trash, brush and recyclable 

material.

• Section 34-56 - Residential collection fees.

• Section 34-58 - Commercial collection fees.

• Section 34-60 - Collection contractor.

• Section 34-65 - Diversion of recyclable materials.

• Section 34-66 - Waste from tree trimming

• Section 34-70 - Sanitation service deposits and fees

• Section 34-71 - Residential collection regulations



Strategy #3 Cross-referencing items with Nuisance Code
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• Chapter 54 Article V - Property Maintenance Requirements

• Section 54-22 Exterior property areas; nuisance upon premises

• Section 54-28 Rubbish and garbage



Strategy #3 Cross-referencing items with Nuisance Code
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• Redundancies in Chapter 34 Article III Solid Waste
Chapter 34 Article III Chapter 54 Article V

Section 34-48 Section 54-22(b)

Section 34-52 Section 54-22(f)



Strategy #3 Cross-referencing items with Nuisance Code
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• Section 54-28 Rubbish and garbage

Existing Redundant with Sec 54-22(b)(2)

Moved to Sec 54-22

Moved to proposed 
Sec 34-50 Dumping



Strategy #3 Cross-referencing items with Nuisance Code
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• Section 54-22 Gained language 

• Section 54-28 Rubbish and garbage - Reserved

Proposed



Additional items
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• Clarified language pertaining to State Law – Private Haulers of Recyclable 

Materials

• Policy shift - updated language relating to permitting private recyclers.

Existing

• Need a “letter of credit” from each 
business served.

• Requires separate permit for each 
business served.

• Each permit cost $2500 annually

• List businesses served on permit 
application.

• 1 permit total. 
• Each permit cost $25 annually

Proposed



Additional items
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• Removed language that does not apply

• Ex: Section 34-59 specified collection in the “Central 

Business District” which Schertz does not have.

• Updated the “Offense” section to match language in 

“Violations” under the Nuisance Code



Recommendation

Staff Recommendation

• The proposed amendments help promote the health, safety, and general 

welfare by updating the Code of Ordinances.

• Updates to Solid Waste and Nuisance help "improving property conditions 

and overall appearance of the city" and "promote environmental 

stewardship and health“, explicit goals in the Schertz Strategic Plan. 

• Therefore, Staff recommends approval of Ord. 25-H-015
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