
On May 20, 2025, City Council 
approved Resolution 25-R-059 
awarding the 2025 Hal Baldwin 
Scholarship to Kyllysta Dawkins. The 
Hal Baldwin Scholarship Committee, a 
committee that assists the City Council 

Local Student Receives Hal Baldwin Scholarship Award  

HEADLINESCITY

with the scholarship process, reviewed 
the applications and recommended Ms. 
Dawkins receive a scholarship. 

Ms. Dawkins will receive the top 
scholarship at $5,000. Kyllysta is a 

graduate from Samuel Clemens High 
School and will attend Schreiner 
University in the fall.  

The Hal Baldwin Scholarship was 
established in 2009 to encourage 
high school seniors who are residents 
of Schertz to consider public service 
as a career path in education, local, 
state and/or federal government. The 
scholarship honors Hal Baldwin, who 
served the City for more than 30 years 
as a civic volunteer, an employee, a 
Councilmember, and Mayor.  

Funds for the Hal Baldwin Scholarship 
come from donations and profits from 
the Hal Baldwin Golf Tournament which 
is held annually in the fall. To date, 
over $80,000 has been awarded in 
scholarship money.   
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2024 Drinking Water 
Quality Report 
Available Now
The City of Schertz Water Department 
is pleased to report that testing in 
accordance with EPA and TCEQ 
guidelines has shown that our drinking 
water is safe and meets or exceeds all 
federal and state requirements.

Scan the code to 
view the report or 
visit Schertz.com/
waterqualityreport

12th Flying Training Wing Partners 
with USDA Wildlife Services and City 
of Schertz to Mitigate Bird Hazards

This partnership is focused on 
addressing the seasonal presence 
of large birds—particularly vultures—
that have established roosts within the 
T-38 Talon and T-6 Texan II training 
aircraft traffic pattern. These roosts, 
located near residential areas and 
under low-altitude flight paths, present 
a significant safety concern for aviators 
and the public. 

Initial dispersal efforts will begin in the 
vicinity of Schertz Elementary School. 
Residents who live northwest of the 
school, between Randolph Avenue 
and Beacon Avenue, will be closest to 
any pyrotechnics or noise associated 
with the dispersal. However, it is 
important to note that bird movement is 
unpredictable, and affected areas may 
shift over time. 

Bird dispersal operations will be 
conducted around sunset, lasting 
approximately one to two hours, 
and occurring one to three evenings 
per week depending on the season. 
These operations, conducted under 
the direction of USDA Wildlife 
Services, utilize approved dispersal 
techniques which may include the  
use of pyrotechnics or other noise-
making devices. 

Residents are advised that they may 
hear loud bangs or sounds similar to 
fireworks during these periods. These 
noises are intentional and part of the 
effort to humanely encourage the birds 
to relocate away from residential and 
flight-critical areas. 

The official start date for vulture 
mitigation is July 7; however, dispersal 
activities may not begin on that exact 
date, depending on field readiness and 
bird behavior. 

The collaborative effort includes 
identifying attractants, adjusting 
habitat, and safely dispersing the birds 
in accordance with federal wildlife 
management best practices. These 
actions protect the integrity of flight 
training missions while maintaining 
ecological responsibility and 
community safety. 

By working together, the 12th FTW, 
USDA Wildlife Services, and the City 

of Schertz are ensuring safer skies 
for pilots and safer neighborhoods 
for residents—all while preserving the 
balance of the local ecosystem. 

  �If you have questions about the 
dispersal efforts or the process, 
please contact Emi Chan, Wildlife 
Biologist – JBSA RND, USDA 
Wildlife Services, at (210) 652-
2250. For general concerns or to 
report issues, residents can contact 
the Schertz Police Department 
non-emergency dispatch line at 
(210) 619-1200. 
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THE 12TH FLYING TRAINING WING IS WORKING CLOSELY 
WITH A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA) 
WILDLIFE SERVICES BIOLOGIST AND THE CITY OF 
SCHERTZ TO PROACTIVELY MITIGATE WILDLIFE  
HAZARDS THAT POSE RISKS TO BOTH MILITARY  
FLIGHT OPERATIONS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES. 
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