ORDINANCE NO. 10-13
AN ORDINANCE ENACTED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 370.002 OF THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE, MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS OF FACT AND RENEWING THE CURFEW REGULATIONS EXISTING IN THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY AS SET OUT IN CHAPTER 78, “OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS”,  DIVISION 2 “CURFEW HOUR FOR MINORS”, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

___________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the adoption of a curfew for minors has been found to deter criminal conduct involving juveniles, reduce the number of juvenile crime victims, reduce injury from accidents involving juveniles and reduce the additional time police officers are required to be in the field due to juvenile crime; and

WHEREAS, establishing a juvenile curfew provides additional and more effective means and options for dealing with gang-related violence and crime, reduces juvenile peer pressure to stay out late, reduces juvenile peer pressure to participate in violent or criminal activities, and assists parents in the control of their children; and

WHEREAS, in 1998 the City Commission adopted Ordinance No. 98-21 establishing a curfew for minors; and

WHEREAS, State law requires the City Commission to review the ordinance’s effects on the community and on problems the ordinance was intended to remedy, conduct a public hearing on the need to continue the ordinance, and renew, abolish or modify the ordinance as necessary, and 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the requirements of Section 370.002 of the Texas Local Government Code, the City Commission at its regular meeting on the 5th day of May, 2010, conducted a public hearing for the purpose of hearing any and all persons desiring to be heard on or in connection with the continuation of the juvenile curfew regulations established by Chapter 78-51 et seq. of the Code of Ordinances; and


WHEREAS, after reviewing any and all information submitted as part of the required public hearing, as well as additional information that properly came before the City Commission of the City of Texas City, the City Commission finds and determines that curfew regulations are necessary and are in the best interests of the health, safety and welfare of all residents; and


WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Texas City finds and determines that there remains a significant community need for curfew regulations in that without such regulations there is an substantial likelihood of increased juvenile arrests and/or incidents resulting from unsupervised juvenile activities; and
WHEREAS, the City Commission finds and determines that it is in the best interests of the health, safety and welfare of all residents, to renew and continue the juvenile curfew regulations set out in Chapter 78, Division 2 of the Code of Ordinances of the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That the City Commission of the City of Texas City determines that there is continuing need for juvenile curfews for the reasons stated above, and, that without such regulations there is a substantial likelihood of increased juvenile arrests and/or incidents resulting from unsupervised juvenile activities.
SECTION 2: That the curfew regulations set out in Chapter 78, “Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions”, Division 2, “Curfew for Minors,” of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, are hereby renewed and continued in accordance with the requirements of law.
SECTION 3: That it is further provided that, in the event any section, clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this Ordinance shall be for any reason adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect, invalidate, or impair the remainder of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4: That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5: That the Charter requirement for reading this Ordinance on three (3) separate days has been dispensed by a majority vote of all members of the City Commission.

SECTION 6: That this Ordinance shall be finally passed and adopted on the date of its introduction and shall become effective from and after its passage and adoption and publication by caption only in the official newspaper of the City.


PASSED AND ADOPTED this 5th day of May, 2010.







________________________________

Matthew T. Doyle,  Mayor







City of Texas City, Texas
ATTEST:





APPROVED AS TO FORM:
                                                      


________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence




Ronald F. Plackemeier 
City Secretary
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