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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 2010 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, May 19, 2010, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton, Rick Wilkenfeld and John W. Wilson.  Commissioner Dee Ann Haney was not able to attend.
The Mayor called upon Commissioner Johnson to offer the Invocation.  Commissioner Land led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Service Awards were presented to the following:

Joeldan Flisowski
Public Works Department
  5 Years
William Goodwin
Police Department
  
15 Years
Wayne Johnson
Fire Department 

15 Years


Brenda Williams
Rec & Tourism Department
15 Years

Kenneth Dewitt
Water Distribution

15 Years


Mucio Ramos

Public Works Department
20 Years

Russell LaRoe

Police Department

30 Years

Chet Rich

Police Department

30 Years

After 25 years of service, Mr. Rodney Todd is retiring from the Texas City Police Department.  

The Mayor presented a Proclamation, declaring the month of May 2010 as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month in Texas City.  Rick Nizol, President of the Bay Area V-Twins, accepted the proclamation.  The Proclamation read as follows:  

Proclamation

WHEREAS, today’s society is finding more citizens involved in motorcycling on the roads of our country; and

WHEREAS, motorcyclists are roughly unprotected and much more likely to be injured or killed in a crash than other vehicle drivers; and

WHEREAS, campaigns have helped inform riders and motorists alike on motorcycle safety issues to reduce motorcycle related risks, injuries, and most of all fatalities, through a comprehensive approach to motorcycle safety; and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of all who put themselves behind the wheel, to become aware of motorcyclists, regarding them with the same respect as any other vehicle traveling the highways of this country; and

WHEREAS, urging all of our community to become aware of the inherent danger involved in operating a motorcycle and give the operator the respect on the road they deserve;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor of the City of Texas City, Texas do hereby proclaim the month of May 2010 as

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AND 

AWARENESS MONTH

The Mayor presented a Proclamation, declaring Sunday, May 23, 2010 as Parkinson’s Awareness Day in Texas City.  Jane Johnson, President of Gulf Parkinson’s Source, accepted the proclamation.  The Proclamation read as follows:  

Proclamation

Whereas, Parkinson’s Disease is a progressive neurological movement disorder of the central nervous system, which as a unique impact on each patient; and

Whereas, according to the Parkinson’s Action Network, Parkinson’s Disease Foundation, the American Parkinson Disease Association and the National Institutes of Health, there are over one million Americans diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease; and 

Whereas, increased education and research are needed to help find more effective treatments with less side effects and ultimately a cure for Parkinson’s disease; and to provide more effective support programs and services to Parkinson’s disease patients, their caregivers and families, and

Whereas, Gulf Parkinson’s Source has recently been organized to serve as a resource and provide support for individuals and families who are affected by Parkinson’s and; 

Whereas, Gulf Parkinson’s Source is celebrating Galveston County Parkinson’s Awareness Day in Galveston County on May 23 for all to recognize the need for more research and help with dealing with the devastating effects of Parkinson’s disease.

Now, therefore, I Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor of the City of Texas City, Texas do hereby proclaim Sunday, May 23, 2010 as Parkinson’s Awareness Day in Texas City, Texas.

The Mayor presented a Proclamation, declaring May 2010 as National Electrical Safety Month in Texas City.  Kim Astin, USW Health & Safety Representative from BP, accepted the proclamation.  The Proclamation read as follows:  

Proclamation

Whereas, hundreds of people die and thousands are injured each year in electrical accidents.  There are, on average 450 civilian deaths related to electrical home structure fires and  more than five people are electrocuted in the workplace and one person each week; and 

Whereas, property damage due to home fires caused by electrical distribution, appliances and equipment, heating and air conditioning systems amounts to nearly $1.4 billion annually; and 

Whereas, following basic electrical safety precautions can help prevent injury or death to thousands of people each year.  Citizens are encouraged to check their home and workplace for possible electrical hazards to help protect lives and property.  It is imperative for citizens to test their smoke detectors and ground fault circuit interrupters monthly and after every major electrical storm; and 

Whereas, the efforts of the Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI) and the U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) promote and educate the public about the importance of respecting electricity and practicing electrical safety in the home, school and workplace; and 

Whereas, The City of Texas City is actively supporting this vital initiative promoting a healthy respect for electricity and the safe use of electrical products.  

Now, therefore, I, Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor of the City of Texas City do hereby proclaim 

May 2010 as National Electrical Safety Month

I call upon the people of Texas City to participate in Electrical Safety Month activities and to conduct an electrical safety check of their home, school, and workplace. 

In testimony whereof, witness my hand and the seal of the City of Texas City this 19th day of May, 2010.

The Mayor presented a Proclamation, declaring HOLMAN LILIENSTERN Day in Texas City.  Mr. Lilienstern accepted the proclamation.  The Proclamation read as follows:  

Proclamation

I, Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor of the City of Texas City, am honored to hereby proclaim Wednesday, May 19, 2010 as;

HOLMAN LILIENSTERN Day 

in Texas City, Texas

Holman served his country during World War II with the 104th Infantry Division for four years, and one year tour of duty in Europe.  After his tour of duty, he served as Partner at Old and Lilienstern.  Holman moved to Texas City in 1947 after the disaster, and served as Partner with Dean Nugent.  

Holman graciously served over 39 years as City Attorney and remained as a legal consultant for the City from 1988 – 1994.  Mr. Lilienstern serves as an inspiration to those who make public service a central part of their lives.  It is my honor to recognize Holman Lilienstern and honor him for the lifetime of service to the people of Texas City.  

OATH OF OFFICE:  Oath of Office given to candidates who are the declared winners of the May 8, 2010 General Election.
Mayor Doyle announced that the members of the Commission had taken the official Oath of Office before this meeting had begun.  Following tradition, each elected official was administered the Oath of Office by a person of their choosing.

Commissioner J.W. “Scooter” Wilson called upon his father, John Wilson, Sr., to administer the Oath of Office. 

Commissioner Donald B. Singleton called upon his wife, Joan Singleton, to administer the Oath of Office.  

Commissioner Mike Land called upon his wife, Linda Land, to administer the Oath of Office.

Commissioner Dedrick Johnson, Sr. called upon his son, Dedrick, Jr., to administer the Oath of Office. 

Mayor Matthew T. Doyle called upon his wife, Debbie Doyle, to administer the Oath of Office.  
Commissioner Wilkenfeld stated that his family was out of town and he would not participate in the traditional swearing in at this time.

ELECT MAYOR PRO-TEM:  the City Commission shall elect one of their members to serve as Mayor Pro Tem, which will be resolved by Resolution No. 10-060.  

Mayor Doyle nominated Commissioner Mike Land to serve as Mayor Pro-Tem.  Commissioner Wilkenfeld made a MOTION to APPROVE the nomination of Mike Land as Mayor Pro Tem; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

Commissioner Wilkenfeld made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 10-060 election Mike Land as Mayor Pro-Tem; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.
Commissioner Johnson requested that item b., Resolution No. 10-055 approving an Interlocal Agreement between the City of Texas City and Texas City Independent School District to engineer and construct a pedestrian crossing bridge at Levi Fry Intermediate School, be pulled for further discussion.  Commissioner Wilson requested that item f., Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-059 rejecting all bids received for the Water and Sewer Line Repair Materials Annual Contract, be pulled for further discussion.    

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the May 5, 2010 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-056 approving the Bylaws for the Governance of the Board of Library Trustees for Texas City to allow the Vice Chair to serve as an alternated to the Galveston County Library System Advisory Council and as alternative representative to the Houston Area Library System Advisory Council.  
RESOLUTION NO. 10-056

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS OF THE BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES FOR TEXAS CITY; PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-057 approving the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between the City of Texas City and the Texas City Independent School District’s term to March 31, 2010 through March 31, 2013.  
RESOLUTION NO. 10-057
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH TEXAS CITY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE SHARING OF RESOURCES AND MUTUAL USE OF PUBLIC FACILITIES; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-058 awarding the annual contract for Chemicals and Fertilizer.  
RESOLUTION NO. 10-058

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF VARIOUS TURF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZER PRODUCTS FOR THE CITY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION
Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA items a., c., d., and e.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-055 approving an Interlocal Agreement between the City of Texas City and Texas City Independent School District to engineer and construct a pedestrian crossing bridge at Levi Fry Intermediate School.  
The Mayor reported that the purpose of this Interlocal Agreement is to formalize the agreement between the City and TCISD to engineer and construct a pedestrian bridge located on the City's drainage easement at Levi Fry Intermediate School and to address and resolve mobility and safety issues for students.  This bridge has already been built and is already in use.  The Mayor reiterated that this is just to formalize the agreement between the City and TCISD.
RESOLUTION NO. 10-059 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH TEXAS CITY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION OF A PEDESTRIAN CROSSING BRIDGE AT LEVI FRY INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 10-055 approving an Interlocal Agreement between the City of Texas City and Texas City Independent School District to engineer and construct a pedestrian crossing bridge at Levi Fry Intermediate School; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

f.
Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-059 rejecting all bids received for the Water and Sewer Line Repair Materials Annual Contract.  
Mike Cox, Public Works Director, recommended rejecting all bids received for Bid # 2010-962 Water & Sewer Line Repair Materials Annual Contract.  He reported that this will be re-bid at a later date.  The bid specifications need to be changed; some of the items listed in the bid are no longer used by the department and those items will be deleted.  
RESOLUTION NO. 10-059

A RESOLUTION REJECTING ALL BIDS RECEIVED FOR THE WATER AND SEWER LINE REPAIR MATERIALS ANNUAL CONTRACT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 10-059 rejecting all bids received for the Water and Sewer Line Repair Materials Annual Contract; Commissioner Singleton SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 10-14 altering the vehicle speed limits along the entire length of SH 146 in Texas City.  

	Doug Kneupper, City Engineer, reported that approval of this ordinance will alter the vehicle speed limits along the entire length of SH 146 in Texas City.  He explained that TxDOT periodically performs speed studies along the state highways; they performed a speed study for SH 146 in August 2009.  The results of that study have been forwarded to the City.  If the City concurs with the findings and adopts an ordinance setting the speed limits, TxDOT will replace all required signs and markings.  Mr. Kneupper reviewed the changes along SH 146:  along SH 146 from the north City limit, City of Texas City to the intersection of FM 646/Grand Avenue, a distance of approximately 0.261 mile, the speed limit shall be 55MPH; along SH 146 from FM 646/Grand Avenue to the intersection of BAY/Skyline, a distance of approximately 3.180 miles, the speed limit shall be 60 MPH; along SH 146 from the point of 580 feet north of Moses Bayou to the point of 2175 feet south of Moses Bayou, a distance of approximately 0.522 mile, the speed limit shall be 60 MPH; along SH 146 Main Line, from the point of 2175 feet south of Moses Bayou to the intersection of 9th Ave N, a distance of approximately 1.778 miles, the speed limit shall be 55 MPH; along SH 146 Frontage Road, from the point of 2175 feet south of Moses Bayou to the intersection of 9th Ave N, a distance of approximately 1.778 miles, the speed limit shall be 50 MPH; Along SH 146 from the intersection of 9th Ave N to the intersection of FM 1765, a distance of approximately 0.872 mile, the speed limit shall be 50 MPH; along SH 146 from the intersection of FM 1765 to the south city limit City of Texas City, a distance of approximately 2.158 miles, the speed limit shall be 55 MPH.  Mr. Kneupper noted that there was very little changes.

	

	


Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE the FIRST READING of Ordinance No. 10-14 altering the vehicle speed limits along the entire length of SH 146 in Texas City; Commissioner Wilson SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

REPORTS

a. Report on creation of a Countywide Urban/Rural Transit District.
Mr. Kneupper reported that the Galveston County Commissioner's Court is seeking support from every incorporated city within the county for the creation of a Countywide Urban/Rural Transit District.  The City receives funds for transit related activities from the Federal Transit Authority.  Historically, the City has contracted with Gulf Coast Center/Connect Transit to provide transit services utilizing the federal funds.  Within the past 24 months, the transit services have been expanded to include fixed-route bus services in Texas City and La Marque, and a Park & Ride from Mall of the Mainland to Galveston.  Creation of the Countywide Transit District will help ensure that federal funds will continue to be allocated to Texas City and other entities in the County to support the current and future transit services.  The City has already shown support for the County's request.  On April 7, 2010, City Commission adopted a Resolution supporting the creation of a Countywide Transit District.  On June 3, 2010, there will 
be a public hearing for citizens and stakeholders to provide comments regarding the creation of a Countywide Transit District.  
b. Report on City of Texas City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ending September 30, 2009.
Tom Pedersen, Null-Lairson, P.C., reported that they have completed the audit of the City’s Financial Statement for the year ending September 30, 2009 and issued an unqualified or clean opinion on the financial statement.  An unqualified option is the highest level of assurance that an auditor can expressed on financial statements.  The audit was conducted in accordance with Government Auditing Standards.  Mr. Pedersen reviewed the General Fund Financial Elements. General Fund - Total assets of the General Fund $29,292,526; a net increase to fund balance of $2,943,169; total unreserved, undesignated fund balance $23,111,551 or 174 days of general fund expenditures.  Mr. Pedersen commented that many governmental entities would be envious being in that financial position.  The city is positioned well.  General fund total revenues equaled $51,465,959. Ad valorem property tax accounts for 40% of total revenue.  The collection rate increased to 98.6%, last year it was 96.5%.  The Debt Service Fund - fund balance of $1,501,410; a net increase or $113,216; average annual debt service requirement of $2,987,982.  Enterprise Funds - has total assets of $63,054,581; capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation totaled $56,049,237; net income of $29,060; depreciation expense of $2,906,628; net decrease in cash and investments $1,798,378; average annual debt service requirement $782,986.  The Sewer Revenue Fund had a net loss of $273,086 after depreciation of $2 million.  Internal Controls and Compliance – no material weaknesses or significant deficiencies noted in internal controls; no instances of noncompliance with laws, regulations or grant agreements noted.
c. Staff Reports.

Chief Burby thanked everyone for their support of Police Week.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

A resident of Texas City addressed the Commission about the safety issues concerning the children that walk to and from the new Kohfeldt School.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Upcoming events:

May 22 – Duck Derby 


May 27 – Levi Fry Students- 1:30 p.m. introduction to City Government


May 31 – City Hall will be closed in observance of Memorial Day.


June 3 – Public Hearing Transit County – 6:00 p.m.


June 9 – Leadership Mainland Group – noon at police department

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 6:00 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Land. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 
ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 5-28-2010
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