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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2010 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, June 16, 2010, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Pro Tem Mike Land; Commissioners: Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Donald Singleton, Rick Wilkenfeld and John W. Wilson.  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle was not able to attend.
The Mayor Pro Tem called upon Commissioner Wilson to offer the Invocation.  Commissioner Wilkenfeld led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Service Awards were presented to the following:

Jeffrey Baugh
Police Department
  
  5 Years
Quentin Chavis
Rec & Tourism Department
  5 Years
Ronnie Aven
Wastewater Treatment Plant
  5 Years


Bill Frith
Public Works Department

10 Years

Lynette Tyler
Rec & Tourism Department
10 Years


Landis Cravens
Police Department

15 Years

Edward Munoz
Public Works Department

15 Years

David Fairchild
Police Department

20 Years

William Leacroy
Police Department

20 Years

Ronald Scott
Police Department

25 Years

Stephen Strickhausen
Fire Department


25 Years

Joseph Skinner
Public Works Department

25 Years

After 30 years of service, Mr. Norman Tolden is retiring from the Texas City Recreation and Tourism Department.  

The Public Hearing and Preliminary Zoning Approval were both TABLED.

PUBLIC HEARING

a. Mark C. Gonsoulin request to rezone from District “O-P” (Office Professional) to District “D” (Neighborhood Services) to operate a hair care salon; being the west 15’ of Lot 1, all of Lots 2, 3, 4, 5, Block 1, A.A. Swanlund Subdivision; located at 825 25th Street North, Texas City, Texas.

PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a. Consider Mark C. Gonsoulin request to rezone from District “O-P” Office Professional) to District “D” (Neighborhood Services) to operate a hair care salon.
CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.
a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the June 2, 2010 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-066 approving the City of Texas City’s membership into the Galveston County-Wide Urban-Rural Transit District. 
RESOLUTION NO. 10-066

A RESOLUTION APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE GALVESTON COUNTY-WIDE URBAN-RURAL  TRANSIT DISTRICT AND NOMINATING GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-067 approving Texas-New Mexico Power Company’s intervention of an advanced metering system (AMS) deployment plan and request AMS surcharges filed at the Public Utility Commission of Texas, and review their application for hiring legal and consulting service.   
RESOLUTION NO. 10-067

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN TEXAS-NEW MEXICO POWER COMPANY'S REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AN ADVANCED METERING SYSTEM (AMS) DEPLOYMENT PLAN AND REQUEST FOR AMS SURCHARGES FILED AT THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS; APPROVING COOPERATION WITH CITIES SERVED BY TEXAS-NEW MEXICO POWER COMPANY TO REVIEW THE APPLICATION, HIRE LEGAL AND CONSULTING SERVICES AND TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE COMPANY AND DIRECT ANY NECESSARY LITIGATION AND APPEALS; FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW;  REQUIRING NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO LEGAL COUNSEL. 

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-068 authorizing the Mayor to execute an amended Interlocal Agreement between the City of Texas City, Galveston County, La Marque Independent School District,  Texas City Independent School District, College of the Mainland and Galveston County Drainage District No. 2, for foreclosure and resell of properties with delinquent taxes with the Property in Trust (PIT) Committee.   
RESOLUTION NO. 10-068

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AMENDED INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF GALVESTON, TCISD, LMISD, COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND AND GALVESTON COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 2 FOR FORECLOSURE ON PROPERTIES WITH DELINQUENT TAXES AND RESELL TO PLACE BACK ON TAX ROLLS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilkenfeld.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of the third and final of Ordinance No. 10-14 altering the vehicle speed limits along the entire length of SH 146 in Texas City. 
No changes since the first reading.
ORDINANCE NO. 10-14

AN ORDINANCE ALTERING THE PRIMA FACIE SPEED LIMITS ALONG SH 146 WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF TEXAS CITY; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE the THIRD AND FINAL READING of Ordinance No. 10-14 altering the vehicle speed limits along the entire length of SH 146 in Texas City; Commissioner Singleton SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of the second reading of Ordinance No. 10-16 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Texas, Chapter 62 Health and Sanitation, Section 62-118, to include the provision to abate a code violation from a property and charge the expenses to the property owners’ city water bill.
No changes.
ORDINANCE NO. 10-16

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, CHAPTER 62 HEALTH AND SANITATION, ARTICLE III, BY AMENDING SECTION 62-118, “ABATEMENT BY CITY AUTHORIZED; PAYMENT OF EXPENSES”; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE the SECOND READING of Ordinance No. 10-16 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Texas, Chapter 62 Health and Sanitation, Section 62-118, to include the provision to abate a code violation from a property and charge the expenses to the property owners’ city water bill; Commissioner Johnson SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

c. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 10-18 establishing a temporary moratorium on issuing permits for peddlers and solicitors within the City.
The City Attorney reported that this temporary moratorium is to be put in place to review the current situation within the city. He noted that as you come down Palmer Highway you’ll notice a number of peddlers and vendors; the City staff wanted to take a look at this to see if those peddlers and vendors were all getting the proper permits.  That is being reviewed to set up to be a moratorium on all permits at this point in time until that particular situation has been reviewed by staff.  Mayor Pro Tem stated that he was glad that the staff is going to take a look at that.  Commissioner Johnson commented that the City already has in place a procedure for them to get a license if they want to be a mobile vendor; he queried if the moratorium is to look at how 
the City is enforcing it or policing it.  The City Attorney responded that he believed that it is a combination of that; he added that the moratorium will not affect anyone that has a valid license in place.  The Commissioner asked if there was a definitive time frame for the moratorium.  The City Attorney replied that staff is looking at it right now and that it will be something we can talk about at our next agenda meeting.  The Commissioner noted that some people will approach the City for vending permits for the Fourth of July.  Commissioner Singleton asked if this included people that come door to door.  Mayor Pro Tem responded it includes anyone that requires a solicitor’s permit.
ORDINANCE NO. 10-18

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE PERMITTING OF PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS IN THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 10-18 establishing a temporary moratorium on issuing permits for peddlers and solicitors within the City; Commissioner Singleton SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

d. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 10-15 approving park hours throughout the city of Texas City.  
Jay Williams, Director of Recreation and Tourism, reported that after incidences involving people in the parks late at night, it was noticed that there are no set park hours except for two parks, Carver Park and Westland Park.  The ordinance proposed will amend the ordinance to include all parks and is worded that all parks will have posted hours, but if not posted the hours that they are closed are from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. unless the activity has been approved by the City.  This allows for special events, tournaments, scheduled play or practice which sometimes would exceed the 10:00 p.m. hour.  Nessler Park will initially be posted for 5:00 a.m. until midnight because of the activities, trails, hours of convention center, etc.  The requirement to have hours posted allows staff to review situations and make necessary changes.  Signs are being designed pending approval of the ordinance.  The Park Board Committee reviewed the idea of park hours with Recreation & Tourism staff and approved to apply the proposed hours to all City parks after staff’s review of each park.  
ORDINANCE NO. 10-15

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, CHAPTER 82 PARKS AND RECREATION, BY AMENDING SECTION 82-2, “PARK HOURS”; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Singleton made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 10-15 approving park hours throughout the City of Texas City; Commissioner Wilkenfeld SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Richard Spinn, resident of Texas City, stated his address as 1906 28th Avenue North, Texas City.  He stated that he was here to discuss a problem that he is having with the City.  He 
reported that on April 5th the City inadvertently sprayed three of his vehicles while they were patching the street.  He called the City about it on April 15th and they sent out the City Supervisor.  The supervisor took pictures and he got back with me and said that he went through the channels and was told that I would have to file a legal claim with the City, which I did.  An adjuster was sent out.  He took pictures and told me to take it down to a place in Texas City to get an estimate.  Mr. Spinn said that he called the adjuster and informed him that the estimated cost to clean his vehicles was $1,140.  The adjusted came back two more times to take pictures.  On June 4th, the adjuster called Mr. Spinn and told him that he couldn’t determine if the City had did this so he wasn’t going to pay.  Mr. Spinn said that he did not ask the City for one penny for himself – that he just asked that the City put his vehicles back to the way they were before.  Mr. Spinn remarked that the City is not treating the tax payers right; if he were to come here and mess up the City’s property he would be expected to pay for it.
Betty Cross, resident of Texas City, stated her address as 1204 10th Avenue North.  She addressed the Commission concerning garage sale signs.  She stated that she was not aware that you could not have garage sale signs posted in the city.  She remarked that it is too expensive to put it in the paper.  She said that she is retired and her husband is unemployed; he was a construction worker in the plants – but they do not hire the local people everyone that they hire now is from out of town or out of the country – they do not hire the local people.  
REPORTS FROM STAFF MEMBERS


Announcements concerning items of community interest.  No action will be taken or discussed.

Bruce Clawson, Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that the City will hold its annual Hurricane Meeting Tuesday, June 29th.

a. Quarterly Investment Report for the quarter ending March 31, 2010.

Laura Boyd, Interim Financial Director, gave the investment report for quarter ending March 31, 2010.  A summary of the transactions in the portfolio for the quarter are as follows:  Investments at the Beginning of the Period-Book Value equaled $33,875,547; Investment Purchases/Additions - $78,495,910; Investment Maturities/Deletions - ($60,000,000); Investments-End of Period - $52,371,457; Accrued Interest 3-31-10 - $5,492; Investments at the End of the Period Plus Accrued Interest –Book Value equaled $52,376,949.  Investments at the Beginning of the Period - Market Value equaled $33,875,547; Investment Purchases/Additions - $78,495,910; Investment Maturities/Deletions - ($60,000,000); Investments-End of Period - $52,371,457; Accrued Interest 3-31-10 - $5,492; Investments at the End of the Period Plus Accrued Interest-Market Value equaled $52,376,949.  The Portfolio Composition is composed of 86% in Certificates of Deposit (CDARS), 14% in Bank Deposits.   Ms. Boyd reported that the Benchmark Rate of Return on the 3-month T-Bill was 0.15; the 6-month, 0.23; the 1-year, 0.40; the City’s Portfolio is 0.21. 

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:30 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MIKE LAND, MAYOR PRO TEM
ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 6-17-2010
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