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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2010 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, July 21, 2010, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Dee Ann Haney, Mike Land Donald Singleton, Rick Wilkenfeld and John W. Wilson.  Commissioner Dedrick Johnson was not able to attend.
The Mayor called upon Reverend James Kelley, of the Greater St. Matthews Church, to offer the Invocation. The Mayor thanked Reverend Kelley for his attendance and for offering the invocation.  Commissioner Land led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Service Awards were presented to the following:

Dana Bohn
Animal Control

  
  5 Years
Billie Powers
Rec & Tourism Department
  5 Years
Fletcher Robeison
Traffic



 20 Years


Mark Leonhardt
Fire Department


 30 Years

Retirements:
Joseph Delesandri
Utility Department


19 Years

Aaron Terrell
Utility Department


20 Years

Promotions:
Nachol Rigsby promoted to Engineer 

Justin Riedel promoted to Engineer


Michael Rusnak promoted to Engineer


CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.
a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the July 7, 2010 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-077 approving to suspend the rates requested by Centerpoint Energy for an increase to residential property. 
RESOLUTION NO. 10-077
RESOLUTION SUSPENDING THE AUGUST 6, 2010 EFFECTIVE DATE OF CENTERPOINT ENERGY HOUSTON ELECTRIC LLC’S REQUESTED RATE CHANGE TO PERMIT THE CITY TIME TO STUDY THE REQUEST AND TO ESTABLISH REASONABLE RATES; APPROVING COOPERATION WITH THE GULF COAST COALITION OF CITIES; HIRING LLOYD GOSSELINK ATTORNEYS AND CONSULTING SERVICES TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE COMPANY AND DIRECT ANY NECESSARY LITIGATION AND APPEALS; FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW;  REQUIRING NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE COMPANY AND LEGAL COUNSEL; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-080 awarding the annual contract for Sludge Disposal. 
RESOLUTION NO. 10-080

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE HAULING AND DISPOSAL OF MUNICIPAL SLUDGE FROM THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION
RESOLUTION NO. 10-067

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN TEXAS-NEW MEXICO POWER COMPANY'S REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AN ADVANCED METERING SYSTEM (AMS) DEPLOYMENT PLAN AND REQUEST FOR AMS SURCHARGES FILED AT THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS; APPROVING COOPERATION WITH CITIES SERVED BY TEXAS-NEW MEXICO POWER COMPANY TO REVIEW THE APPLICATION, HIRE LEGAL AND CONSULTING SERVICES AND TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE COMPANY AND DIRECT ANY NECESSARY LITIGATION AND APPEALS; FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW;  REQUIRING NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO LEGAL COUNSEL. 

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-081 awarding a contract for Texas City Museum Renovations.   
RESOLUTION NO. 10-081

A RESOLUTION AWARDING AWARD CONTRACT FOR TEXAS CITY MUSEUM RENOVATIONS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-82 requesting consolidating County and City maintenance of birth and death records.

RESOLUTION NO. 10-082

A RESOLUTION APPROVING CONSOLIDATION OF THE BIRTH, DEATH AND FETAL DEATH RECORDS OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY AND GALVESTON COUNTY, WITHIN THE GALVESTON COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of Consider approval of the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 10-15 approving park hours throughout the city of Texas City.  
Jay Williams, Director of Recreation and Tourism, reported that there have been no changes since the last reading.
ORDINANCE NO. 10-15

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, CHAPTER 82 PARKS AND RECREATION, BY AMENDING SECTION 82-2, “PARK HOURS”; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the THIRD AND FINAL READING of Ordinance No. 10-15 approving park hours throughout the City of Texas City; Commissioner Wilkenfeld SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

REPORTS FROM STAFF MEMBERS


Announcements concerning items of community interest.  No action will be taken or discussed.

None.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

The Mayor reported that the City Commission had just finished the budget workshop before the Regular City Commission Meeting was held. The City has a trying budget year but we are moving forward with it.  A Special Called City Commission Meeting will be held next week on Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. the meeting is being held to address the Cost of Service Adjustment Rate Application proposed by CenterPoint Gas.  The Mayor reviewed the 2010-2011 Budget Calendar:  August 4th, a Budget Workshop will be held at 4:00 p.m., which will be followed by the Regular Called City Commission Meeting; August 11th a Special Called City Commission Meeting will be held to record the vote on the tax rate and schedule public hearings; August 18th along with the Regular Called City Commission Meeting, a public hearing on the budget and adoption of the budget will take place; August 25th a Special Called City Commission Meeting will be held to have the first public hearing on the tax rate; September 1st the second public hearing on the tax rate and the date to adopt the tax rate will be announced; September 15th the tax rate will be adopted and the certified tax roll will be approved.  Mayor remarked that he believed that if the City does not raise its tax rate that it did not have to hold the public hearings; he asked Laura Boyd, Financial Director, to check on that.  The Mayor continued stating that what all that means is the City will run into a deficit budget but the City is lucky enough to have a good fund balance, which also means the City is not going to raise its tax rate this year.  If the City cannot improve its revenues next year, there is only two ways to do it and that is either to cut costs or raise taxes.  The Mayor said that he is hoping that the City can get closer back to fiscal year 2008 but our revenues are down almost $10 million from two years ago.  The sign of the times are hitting us too; that is values and that is sales tax.  
Mayor Doyle recognized the presence of Ms. Tuma.  He remarked that today when the Commission approved the Museum Renovation contract, he fulfilled a promise to Ms. Tuma.  He had promised Ms. Tuma that he would not leave office until he had this done; that objective has been accomplished for Ms. Tuma and the community.

The Dike Board met Friday; the board approved its tentative rules of how the City is going to handle charging on the dike.  Starting when the dike opens, we are shooting for a weekend in September; the citizens of Texas City will start receiving two passes in their water bill.  The passes are to be placed on the car’s windshield by the inspection sticker/license sticker.  Non-citizens will pay $5.00 every Friday, Saturday and Sunday of the weekends more than likely through October.  We will start the season again on Memorial Day 2011 and it will run through Labor Day 2011 - every season the pass will work again. The City is working with Cheryl Johnson, Galveston County Tax Assessor Collector, to put two passes in every taxpayer’s homesteaded certificate.  Every home should get a total of four passes.  The City should get them out in the bulk of the taxpaying or service using citizens.  The City will probably get some requests from citizens that have not received a pass; the City will take care of those requests as it gets them.  The Mayor said that we have shied away from issuing annual permits to non-citizens as we just do not believe that it is economical or viable for the City. Every dollar that is collected will go towards improvements and cleanliness of the dike.  Mike Cox, Director of Public Works, met with Parks and Wildlife to discuss a grant application that is available for improvements to the damages of the waterways and ramps incurred by Hurricane Ike. 

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:23 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 
ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 7-22-2010
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