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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2010 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, September, 1, 2010, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Dee Ann Haney, Mike Land, Donald Singleton, Rick Wilkenfeld and John W. Wilson.  Commissioner Dedrick Johnson was not able to attend.
The Mayor called upon Reverend Walter Abernathy, Cathedral of Faith Church, to offer the Invocation. The Mayor thanked Reverend Abernathy for his attendance and for offering the invocation.  Commissioner Haney led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

The Mayor read and presented an Award of Merit to Martha Foster, Bobby Sarvis, and in abstinence, Vicky Sarvis for saving two year old, Braxton Wright, from near drowning.   The Fire Chief also presented each of them with a Heroic Medal. 
AWARD OF MERIT
For your selfless act of heroism and skill demonstrated on July 25, 2010 whereby you administered first aid and CPR to your 2 year old grandchild, Braxton Wright who had accidentally fallen into the family pool.  Your quick, unselfish response to help Braxton is a testament to the human spirit of our citizens who at times risk their own safety to help others.  
CONSENT AGENDA
a. Consider approval of the minutes from the August 18, 2010 City Commission Meeting.
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of the second reading of Ordinance No. 10-20 amending the City of   Texas City Code of Ordinance, Chapter 86 Peddlers and Solicitors by amending places, hours and general information.
ORDINANCE NO. 10-20
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, CHAPTER 86 PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.
The City Attorney reported that there had been no changes since the last reading.  

Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE the FIRST READING of Ordinance No. 10-20 amending the City of Texas City Code of Ordinance, Chapter 86 Peddlers and Solicitors by amending places, hours, and general information; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilkenfeld.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 10-22 designating a Recovery Zone, pursuant to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Tax Act of 2009, for the purpose of issuing Recovery Zone Economic Development Bonds and Recovery Zone Facility Bonds and designating bond issuers.

The Federal Government has allocated $135 million to the State of Texas to be used for investment in areas suffering economic distress.  Recovery Zone Economic Development Bonds may be used to finance certain “qualified economic development purposes” and Recovery Zone Facility Bonds may be used to finance certain “recovery zone property,” for use within designated “recovery zones”.  The term “recovery zone” means: any area designated by the issuer as having significant poverty, unemployment, rate of home foreclosures, or general distress; any area designated by the issuer as economically distressed by reason of the closure or realignment of a military installation pursuant to the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990; and any area for which a designation as an empowerment zone or renewal community is in effect as of the effective date of ARRA, which is February 17, 2009.  The City wants to position itself for a private investor to access these bonds for tax credits and low interest tax-exempt bonds.  The area described includes the entire city.
ORDINANCE NO. 10-22

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A RECOVERY ZONE PURSUANT TO THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT TAX ACT OF 2009 FOR THE PURPOSE OF ISSUING RECOVERY ZONE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BONDS AND RECOVERY ZONE FACILITY BONDS AND DESIGNATING BOND ISSUERS; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 10-22 designating a Recovery Zone, pursuant to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Tax Act of 2009, for the purpose of issuing Recovery Zone Economic Development Bonds and Recovery Zone Facility Bonds and designating bond issuers; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jack Cross, resident of Texas City, addressed the Commission concerning emissions from the plants, specifically the benzene leak from the BP plant.  Mr. Cross is a board member of the Community Advisory Council.  The Community Advisory Council went on a fact finding mission concerning the benzene leak and emissions from all of the plants.  They concluded that the levels of emissions were below bench mark and have been on a steep decline every year.  He stated that the citizens of Texas City can be proud of industries efforts in lowering these levels.  Mr. Cross urged the citizens of Texas City to stand behind the industries located in Texas City.
REPORTS

The Director of Finance announced that tax rate would be adopted at the September 15, 2010 City Commission Meeting; the Certified Roll will be approved at that meeting as well.

The Director of Recreation and Tourism reported that the football field will open this Saturday.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Friday, September 10th  -  the Dike will have its ribbon cutting; 
Saturday, September 11th - the Dike will officially open to the public 
Friday, September 24th -  Carlos Garza Sportsplex Grand Opening.  In conjunction with the Carlos Garzo Sportsplex Grand Opening the City of Texas City will have its City Picnic. 
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Commissioner Haney informed the public that Del Papa will hold a Blood Drive Thursday, September 9 at the Texas City Fire Station located at 1725 25th Street North, Texas City from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Having no further business, Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:35 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 
ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 9-2-2010
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