
ORDINANCE NO. 10-25
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, CHAPTER 122 (UTILITIES), ARTICLE III, RATES, CHARGES AND SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS RELATED TO WATER AND SEWER RATES AND FEES; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

______________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the City of Texas City, Texas, is a home-rule city; and

WHEREAS, water and sewer rates and fees have not been assessed and adjusted by the City since October 7, 2004; and


WHEREAS, water and sewer rates and fees for Texas City were compared to all other Galveston County cities and it was determined that the water rate, water and sewer deposit and vacation status fees were significantly lower than other cities in Galveston County; and


WHEREAS, the City’s water and sewer rates and fees should be adjusted, at minimum, to the next lowest city in the county; and


WHEREAS, this adjustment would enable the City’s utilities department to maintain and improve the City’s drinking water infrastructure; and


WHEREAS, the City of Texas City, Texas, seeks to amend The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, Chapter 122 (Utilities), by amending Article III, Rates, Charges and Special Considerations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1:
That The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, Texas, Chapter 122 (Utilities), Article III, is amended to read and provide as follows:

Section 122-117 is changed to read:

“Sec. 122-117.  Water and sewer deposit required; amount.

The applicant shall pay to the city a deposit in the sum of $30.00  $150.00 at the time he applies for water and sewer service; provided, however, that, if charges for service increase to a point where the deposit is not equal to the charges for an average two-month period, the required deposit may be increased to conform thereto.
 (Ord. No. 08-47, § 1, 11-19-2008)”
Section 122-122 is changed to read:


“Sec. 122-122.  Water rates.

The schedule of monthly rates and charges for water services furnished by the city to its water customers is hereby established as follows:

(1) Domestic, commercial and industrial schedule.  
For the first increment of water usage up to and including 2,000 gallons of water, the minimum rate will be as follows:

Minimum monthly billing:

5/8-inch meter . . .  . . $6.75
3/4-inch meter . . . . .  $7.25

1-inch meter . . . . . . . $7.75

1 1/2-inch meter . . . $11.75

2-inch meter . . . . . . $21.75

3-inch meter . . . . . . $37.75

4-inch meter . . . . . . $73.75

6-inch meter . . . . . $145.75

For the additional incremental water usage in excess of 2,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons . . . $2.80  $3.83.
 (2)   Automatic sprinkler connections.  This subsection is applicable for fire protection where automatic sprinklers are installed and protected by automatic sprinkler control. No use of water shall be allowed under the provisions of this subsection except for fire protection when automatic sprinklers are operated. A rate of $1.33 per inch of diameter of line serving the customer will be charged. The customer shall pay the entire cost of connection, including tapping the main, installing the valve, etc., but such facilities shall become the property of the city.  

(Ord. No. 08-47, § 1, 11-19-2008)”

Section 122-129 is changed to read:

“Sec. 122-129.  Vacation status.

If a customer desires to request a vacation status, the fee shall be a service charge of $10.00 $15.00 to turn off the water and a service charge of $10.00 $15.00 to turn on the water again. Vacation status may not exceed 90 days.
(Ord. No. 08-47, § 1, 11-19-2008)”

SECTION 2: It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Commission that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable. 

SECTION 3: That it is further provided that, in the event any section, clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this Ordinance shall be for any reason adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect, invalidate, or impair the remainder of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4: That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5:
That this Ordinance shall be read on three (3) separate days and shall become effective upon its final reading, passage, and adoption.

SECTION 6:
That this Ordinance shall be finally passed upon the date of its introduction and shall become effective from and after its passage and adoption and publication by caption only in the official newspaper of the City.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 6th day of October, 2010.

________________________

Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor 


City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST:





APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_____________________



_________________________  
Pamela A. Lawrence




Ronald F. Plackemeier
City Secretary





City Attorney
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