
           

WABASHA HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

October 28, 2024 9:00 a.m.
 

AGENDA
           

1. Call to Order (Chair)
  

  

2. Changes or Additions to Agenda (Open)
  

  

3. Approval of minutes (Commission)   

a. Date of Minutes 9-23-2024
 

4. Design Review-   

a. Sign Permit Application-155 & 157 Pembroke Ave
b. 148 Pembroke Ave "The Common Closet" Design Review Paint Change
c. 180 Main St W-Hill's Hardware Bldg (Design Review)

 
5. Possible upcoming review/request for assistance:

 
  

6. Old Business/Subcommittee Work   

a. Main Street Update - (Flicek) 
- Wrecking Ball Gala Award
-Paul Bruhn Grant Updates

  

b. Facade Improvement Grants Application from Port Authority Program- (Flicek)
 

  

7. New Business   

a. Mural Relocation/Storage   

b. History Plaque Program Interest
 

  

8. Other Business
 

  

9. Announcements   

a. Mayor's Tree Lighting - December 7, 2024 in Heritage Park   

b. Wabasha County Historical Society Museums Final Programs - (Mann)   

c. Library History Mural (Mann)
 

  

10. Next Meeting Date: November 25, 2024
 

  

11. Adjourn (Chair)   

 



   
Heritage Preservation Commission 3. a.        
Meeting Date: 10/28/2024  
SUBJECT: Date of Minutes 9-23-2024
DEPARTMENT: Administration

TITLE:
Date of Minutes 9-23-2024
 

PURPOSE:

Attachments
Minutes from 9-23-2024 HPC Meeting 



D R A F T
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 23, 2024,  9:00 a.m.

 

 

Present:  Linda Mann, Commissioner; Emily Durand, Commissioner; Janet Runions,
Commissioner; John Rivers, Commissioner; Jenny Palmen, Commissioner 

Absent:  Mary Flicek, Commissioner; Bill Jewson, Commissioner 

Also Present:  Lisa Springer, Office Manager

Attendees:  Caryll Hammel, for item 4.B. 118 Main St E

 

               
1. Call to Order (Chair)

  
 
  Meeting was called to order by Jenny Palmen at 9:00AM
 
2. Changes or Additions to Agenda (Open)

  
 
  Motion made by Commissioner Linda Mann,  to add under New Business 7.A.)

Popcorn Park Discussion  

  Vote: 5 - 0 - Unanimously

 
3. Approval of minutes (Commission)
 

a. Date of Minutes 8-19-2024
 

  

 
  Motion made by Commissioner Emily Durand, seconded by Commissioner Linda

Mann to approve the minutes as drafted. 

  Vote: 5 - 0 - Unanimously

 
4. Design Review-
 

a. 125 Main St W-Schmit Insurance Group   
 



  Motion made by Commissioner Emily Durand, seconded by Commissioner Linda
Mann to accept the sign permit as submitted by Schmit Insurance Group for
replacement of four window & door signs and one wall sign at 125 Main St W.  

  Vote: 5 - 0 - Unanimously

 
b. 118 Main St E (Extended Stay Suites)

 
  

 
  Caryll Hammel came to speak to this design review on behalf of her son, Joseph

Hammel, the current property owner who purchased the building back in 2021 from
David Fisk.  There are a total of three different buildings that he would like to repaint the
lower portion of the front of the building and the window trim to match.  The second-level
window trim will not be repainted at this time.  A motion to approve the painting as
presented.

 

  Motion made by Commissioner Emily Durand, seconded by Commissioner John
Rivers 

  Vote: 5 - 0 - Unanimously

 
5. Possible upcoming review/request for assistance:

 
 
  No pending reviews or requests.
 
6. Old Business/Subcommittee Work
 

a. Main Street Update - Commissioner Durand   
 
  Rethos will be shrinking the allocated monies to communities and making them apply for

additional funds.  Main Street won't have the same amount of funds unless they
compete for it.
There are Blandin Community Boost Funds still remaining.  
Mary Flieck and Sue Munday are working to find a new location for the mural from the
Transfer Building site.  Suggestion for it to be relocated to the Mittle Schule building on
the chain link fence.  However, this is also a county right-of-way road and more research
needs to be done to ensure it can be placed there with Wabasha County.  It also needs
to be discussed with the current property owners.    
There is no new information on the progress of the Transfer Building site and the city is
still waiting on funding confirmation.  It was hopeful to have details to share by the end of
September 2024.
No motion, information only.

 
b. Annual Fall Conference Review - Commissioner Palmen

 
 
  Commissioner Jenny Palmen gave a review of the Preserve Minnesota Annual Fall



  Commissioner Jenny Palmen gave a review of the Preserve Minnesota Annual Fall
Conference that she attended in Red Wing, September 19th-20th.  RETHOs was
impressed with Wabasha and highlighted other communities, including Mankato,
Northfield, Winona, and Waseca.  She found it extremely informative and highly
recommended commissioners attend this event when it is offered again.
No motion is needed, information only.

 
7. New Business

 
 

a. Popcorn Park Update
 
  Mayor Durand shared that when they worked on this corner during the street project,

water services were put in this area for the future possibility of a public restroom location
as identified in the park plan.  She would like to get an update to share at a future
meeting from the Parks Board and Public Works Director on any planned additional
improvements.  
No motion, information only.

 
8. Other Business

 
 
  There was no other business to discuss.
 
9. Announcements

  
 
  Wabasha County Historic Society in Reads Landing will have their last day on Sunday,

October 13, 2024.
 
10. Next Meeting Date: October 28, 2024

 
 
11. Adjourn (Chair)
 
  Motion made by Commissioner Emily Durand,  to adjourn at 9:53AM 

  Vote: 5 - 0 - Unanimously

 
 

Respectfully submitted by:_____________________________
Wendy Busch, City Clerk

_____________________________
Adopted Date



   
Heritage Preservation Commission 4. a.        
Meeting Date: 10/28/2024  
SUBJECT: Sign Permit Application
DEPARTMENT: Administration

TITLE:
Sign Permit Application-155 & 157 Pembroke Ave

PURPOSE:

ITEM SUMMARY:
Sign permit review for 155 & 157 Pembroke Ave (Grandpa's Barn/5th Grant Blvd & Old Legion Coffee)

Attachments
HPC Application & Sign Permit 
Staff Report 



















Memorandum
Office of the City Clerk

To: Wabasha Heritage Preservation Commission
From: Wendy Busch, City Clerk
Date:  October 23, 2024
Subject: Review of Sign Application, 155 & 157 Pembroke

________________________________________________________________________

MEETING DATE:  October 28, 2024

APPLICANT INFORMATION:
Applicant: Chad & Anne Meurer
Building: 155 & 157 Pembroke Avenue
Owner: same

BACKGROUND
New business with the need of updated signage.

PROPOSED SIGNAGE:
There are four signs on the properties that are included in the applicants request for a permit.

Wall Signs
o 12x 1.67 =

20sq ft

155 Pembroke Ave

Wall Sign
o 10 x 2.5 = 25 sq ft

157 Pembroke Ave
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Projecting Sign
o 3 square feet in size

155 Pembroke Ave

Projecting Sgin
o 3 square feet

157 Pembroke Ave

Freestanding sidewalk sign

Was not included on the
application but sign is painted
wood and under the 7 sq ft
requirement. Estimated at 4sq
ft.

SIGN REQUIREMENTS:
This parcel, has 47 lineal feet of frontage on Pembroke for both buildings, which would allow a
total of 94 square feet of signage maximum for the building.  The pie chart shows a breakdown
of the signs and the amount of signage allowed
for this property.  The property is eligible for
another 39 square feet (or 42% of the total
signage allowed)

Wall Signs
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There are two installed and proposed wall signs for which the applicant is seeking approval. No
more than 10% of any wall façade may be covered in wall signs.  The Pembroke Ave façade of
this building is an estimated 1,504 square feet (building height is estimated at 32 feet).  The
amount of wall signs falls under the 10% allowed (meets the requirement).

Projecting Sign
Projecting signs in this district (TDC) are allowed with a maximum of 1 per business or 1 per
every 10 feet (whichever is less), maximum size of 7 ½ square feet, maximum height of no taller
than the roofline, minimum clearance of 8
feet, and maximum extension from the
wall of 5 feet (Chapter 153.45).

Historic District standards allow for
painted wood signs that meet design
standards for lettering, color and sign
layout.  Location requirements allow signs
where they were historically placed and
where they do not obstruct or damage
historic features of the building. The signs
appear to meet the design requirements of
Chapter 153.46 of the sign ordinance
(Historic District overlay requirements).

HERITAGE PRESERVATION
COMMISSION ACTION:
If the HPC concurs that the proposed
signage meets the requirements of Chapter
153 of City Code,  a motion should be
made to approve the signage proposed.
Following is a sample motion with a list
of potential findings of fact to approve this design review:

SAMPLE MOTION TO APPROVE:

WHEREAS, Chad & Anne Meurer of 5th Grant Boutique and Old Legion Coffee Co submitted
an application dated October 10, 2024 on two wall signs, 2 projecting signs and one addition by
staff of a sidewalk sign, located at 155 & 157 Pembroke Avenue , and

WHEREAS, all the proposed signage meets the design requirements for the downtown historic
district for color, font size & style, and sign clarity, and

WHEREAS, the proposed signage meets or is below the maximum signage allowed for this
property and each sign proposed meets the maximum size or area coverage allowed in this
district,
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NOW THEREFORE, the signage proposed in the application submitted on October 10, 2024 is
hereby approved, including the two wall signs, two projecting sign, and one sidewalk sign with
the following conditions:

1.[the commission may consider additional conditions as appropriate]

If the HPC finds that the proposed signage does not meet the standards, the following motion to
deny may be uses.

SAMPLE MOTION TO DENY:

WHEREAS, the proposed signs as detailed in the application submitted for 155 & 157 Pembroke
Ave, dated 10-10-24 does not meet the requirements of Chapter 153 of City Code in the
following manner:

1.[if the H.P.C. chooses to deny the application reasons for denial should be listed]

NOW THEREFORE, the signage proposed in the application submitted October 10, 2024 is
hereby denied.



   
Heritage Preservation Commission 4. b.        
Meeting Date: 10/28/2024  
SUBJECT: 148 Pembroke Ave "The Common Closet" Design Review Paint Change
DEPARTMENT: Administration

TITLE:
148 Pembroke Ave "The Common Closet" Design Review Paint Change

PURPOSE:

Attachments
Application 
Staff Report 









Memorandum
Office of the City Clerk

To: Wabasha Heritage Preservation Commission
From: Wendy Busch, City Clerk
Date:  October 23, 2024
Subject: Façade painting

________________________________________________________________________

MEETING DATE:  October 28, 2024

APPLICANT INFORMATION:
Applicant: The Common Closet
Building: 148 Pembroke Ave
Owner: Wabasha County Resource Center

PROPOSED ACTIVITY REQUIRING DESIGN REVIEW:
The Common Closet at 148 Pembroke is requesting to repaint the façade
of his building to a different color than what is currently present.  Because
this is a change in the exterior appearance of the building, a design review
is required.  The new paint scheme utilized two colors. Black (Tomcat
V114-3) and White (London Lights V110-1) Both Valspar colors. The
current red trim will be painted black and the brown on the lower building
will be the proposed white.

While there are portions of the historic (1888) building present in this
structure (according the National Register Nomination Form), it is
considered non-contributing as an historic feature to the district.  Properties are considered “non-
contributing” to the district due to extensive later alterations or when they are new altogether.
“These sites must still be reviewed under the standards established in the Design Guidelines ….
The HPC will consider age of the structure and its relationship to the remaining sites in the
district when determining appropriateness of proposed activity.”1

1 Understanding the Requirements (Part I, page 7)
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CHECKLIST BASED ON CHAPTER 153 OF CITY CODE, ADOPTED HPC DESIGN
GUIDELINES, & SECRETARY OF INTERIOR STANDARDS
The checklist is intended to assist the commission in considering how the project does or does
not meet the standards adopted and further provide potential wording in the creation of findings
to support their decision.  The commission may find additional standards from city code, or the
adopted design guidelines which they choose to cite in relation to this project and also may
choose to add to or remove staff suggested findings.

Type of Activity Requiring Design Review
  Street and utility
X Remodel, repair or alteration which  will change the exterior appearance of a building

New construction
Parking facility
Relocating a building
Change the nature or appearance of a landscape features
Demolition of a building or landscape feature
Emergency Repair to protect the safety of the structure and its inhabitants in conformance with the
U.S. Secretary of Interior's

Requirements of Specific Project Proposed
Findings for Approval Findings for Denial

Are proposed colors appropriate for the
historic era of the building?
Are proposed colors appropriate for the
historic era of the district?
Are proposed colors appropriate for the site
context (neighboring buildings)?
Does the color scheme highlight or at least
not cover or obstruct architectural elements
(in particular historic architectural elements)?
Does the color scheme reflect the complexity
of the architectural style of the building?

STAFF HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTION:
As required in the Ordinance, The Commission should “determine if the work to be performed
would adversely affect the Heritage Preservation Landmark or District based on the adopted
Heritage preservation Guidelines.”  The checklist on proceeding pages is intended to assist the
H.P.C. with the task of making such a determination.

Staff has provided one sample resolution for use in approval of the project.  If the commission
determines other findings of fact than those provided here, they may choose to cite them as a
reason for denial in a similarly stated resolution.
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Worksheet for approval

WHEREAS, Chapter 153 of City Code requires Heritage Preservation Commission design
review and approval or disapproval of construction and demolition activities, including remodel,
repair or alteration to a property which  in any manner will change the exterior appearance; and

WHEREAS, an application for design review has been submitted by the owner of 148 Pembroke
Avenue for façade painting; and

WHEREAS, The Wabasha Heritage Preservation Commission provides the following findings:
[insert findings from checklist, the HPC should list as many or few as deemed appropriate]

1.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the Heritage Preservation Commission
approves the facade painting as indicated in the application submitted October 16, 2024.

[The HPC should list as many conditions as deemed appropriate]



   
Heritage Preservation Commission 4. c.        
Meeting Date: 10/28/2024  
SUBJECT: 180 Main St W (Hill's Hardware Bldg)
DEPARTMENT: Administration

TITLE:
180 Main St W-Hill's Hardware Bldg (Design Review)
 

PURPOSE:

ITEM SUMMARY:
Removal of the current exterior stairs and replace with a new staircase. 

Attachments
180 Main St W-Design Review Application 
Application part 2 
Staff Report 



















City of Wabasha, P.O. Box 268, Wabasha, MN 55981, Phone 651-565-4568, Fax 651-565-4569, e-mail cityplan@wabasha.net

Memorandum
Office of the City Planning Assistant

To: Wabasha Heritage Preservation Commission
From: Wendy Busch
Date:  October 23, 2024
Subject: 180 Main Street West (Alleghany Ave Side)

________________________________________________________________________

MEETING DATE:  May 28, 2019

APPLICANT INFORMATION:
Applicant: Hills Hardware, George Hill
Building: 134 Main Street West
Owner: George Hill

PROPOSED ACTIVITY REQUIRING DESIGN REVIEW:
George Hill is proposing to remove the current exterior staircase located on the Alleghany Ave
side of the building and replace it with a new staircase as historically accurate as possible. The
proposed work will be built by Josh Risch of Driftless Ironworks from Nelson, WI. The
proposed work will be done as soon as possible in conjunction with the grant from the Wabasha
Port Authority.

Building Background:
The building is considered a contributing influence on the Wabasha Historic Preservation
District. The building is believed to have been constructed in 1868-1874.The historic name of the
building per the designation Sheet is “Kuhn Block 1868-1874”.

REQUIREMENTS:
Chapter 159 of City Code requires that The Heritage Preservation Commission (H.P.C.) shall
“review and approve or disapprove” any alteration to a property “which in any manner will
change the exterior appearance” of that building or landmark within the National Register
District.

The H.P.C. is required to review an application based on “adopted guidelines” and the Secretary
of Interior standards.
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTION:
As required in the Ordinance, The Commission should “determine if the work to be performed
would adversely affect the Heritage Preservation Landmark or District based on the adopted
Heritage preservation Guidelines.”  Checklist intended to assist the H.P.C. with the task of
making such a determination follows.

If the H.P.C. determines that the work would not adversely affect the Landmark or District and is
consistent with the H.P.C. Guidelines and Secretary of Interior Standards, staff suggests the
following motion:

A motion to approve the removal and replacement of the stairway on the side façade facing
Alleghany ave at 180 Main Street West, as presented in the application dated 10-22-24.

REVIEW OF CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION ACTIVITY
CHECKLIST & FINDINGS

(From Section 315.09 of City Code, HPC Design Guidelines, & Secretary of Interior Standards)

Project Name & Address Side Façade Rehabilitation/Egress Stairway - 184 Main Street West
Type of Activity Requiring Design Review

  Street and utility
X Remodel, repair or alteration which will change the exterior appearance of a building

New construction (addition)
Parking facility
Relocating a building
Change the nature or appearance of a landscape features
Demolition of a building or landscape feature
Emergency Repair to protect the safety of the structure and its inhabitants in
conformance with the U.S. Secretary of Interior's

Guidelines & Standards Checklist:
Modifications to existing historic buildings/properties:
Y N N.A. Will Alterations/rehabilitation preserve or enhance

the original design
Notes:

Y N N.A. Will Alterations/rehabilitation preserve or enhance
the original materials

Y N N.A. Will Alterations/rehabilitation preserve or enhance
the original architecture

Y N N.A. Is every reasonable effort being made to make the
proposed use historically compatible with the
historic building or it’s surroundings

Y N N.A. Are distinguishing original qualities or character of
the historic building and it’s surroundings being
preserved
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Y N N.A. Are proposed alterations based on a historical basis
(existing features, historic documentation or
photographic evidence)

Y N N.A. Are changes that have occurred to the property over
the years, which now contribute to the property’s
historic significance, being recognized and
respected

Y N N.A. Are distinctive stylistic features or examples of
skilled craftsmanship being retained (if possible) &
treated sensitively

Y N N.A. If possible, are deteriorated architectural features
being repaired rather than replaced

Y N N.A. If surface cleaning is proposed, is it being done
with the gentlest means possible

Y N N.A. If archaeological resources are present, is every
effort being made to protect and preserve them

Y N N.A. Is less than 25% of the original exterior walls or
surfaces being destroyed, removed, or covered

Y N N.A. Is the maximum amount of original exterior walls
or surfaces being retained

Findings
The above checklists indicate “findings” which are in accordance with the adopted Heritage
Preservation Guidelines and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Historic Preservation
projects.

Y N Will the work to be performed adversely
affect the Heritage Preservation Landmark
or District based on the adopted Heritage
preservation Guidelines

Notes:
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