
           

WABASHA PLANNING COMMISSION

August 14, 2024 6:00 PM
 

MEETING AGENDA 
           
1) Call to Order

 
  

2) Approval of Minutes- June 11, 2024
 

3) Changes or Additions to Agenda
 

  

4) Public Comment
 

  

5) Public Hearings 
 

  

6) Old Business   

7) New Business   

a) Cannabis Ordinance 
 

8) Board of Adjustment Business   

9) Other Business   

10) Next Regular Meeting Date - September 10, 2024
 

  

11) Adjourn   

 



   
Planning Commission 2)        
Meeting Date: 08/14/2024  
SUBJECT: Approval of Minutes- June 11, 2024
DEPARTMENT: Administration

TITLE:
Approval of Minutes- June 11, 2024
 

PURPOSE:

Attachments
6-11-24 Minutes 



D R A F T
WABASHA PLANNING COMMISSION

June 11, 2024 6:00 PM
 

MEETING MINUTES 
  
Commission Members:

Tim Wallerich, Chair
Scott Durand
Ozzie Goodman
Richard Heffner
 

 

Sara Carrels, Vice Chair
Sharon Burke
Jeff Sulla
  

 

Present:  Scott Durand; Chair Tim Wallerich; Sara Carrels; Jeff Sulla; Ozzie Goodman 

Absent:  Sharon Burke; Richard Heffner 

Also Present: Kristi Trisko, Contracted City Planner; Wendy Busch, Planning & Zoning Assistant 

 

 

               
1) Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chair Wallerich at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
2) Approval of Minutes- May 14, 2024

 
  

 
  Motion made by Scott Durand, seconded by Jeff Sulla to approve the meeting minutes as drafted.  

  Vote: 5 - 0 Adopted - Unanimously

  Other:  Sharon Burke (ABSENT) 
  Richard Heffner (ABSENT) 

 
3) Changes or Additions to Agenda

There were no changes or additions to the agenda.  
 

 
4) Public Comment



4) Public Comment
There were no public comments. 
 

 
5) Public Hearings
 

a) CUP - 380 Skyline Dr Accessory Garage with Water and Sewer
City Planner Trisko provided background information and reviewed the CUP application. She stated
that the property owners would like to add a detached garage, including restroom facilities, which
under the City Code requires a CUP as a guest cottage. Access to the garage was discussed. City
Planner Trisko reviewed comments from Public Works staff and discussed utility connections. She
reviewed the public hearing notification process and relayed feedback from a neighboring property
owner, who expressed no concerns. 

City Planner Trisko indicated that staff recommends approval of the CUP, with two suggested
conditions:
1) If the square footage changes, the applicant would need to submit a modified CUP application.
2) The home and guest cottage (detached accessory structure) will be maintained by the same
owner.  

Chair Wallerich opened the public hearing for this item at 6:05 p.m. No one spoke during the public
hearing. Chair Wallerich closed the public hearing at 6:06 p.m. 

  

 
  Motion made by Jeff Sulla, seconded by Ozzie Goodman to approve the CUP with the

recommended conditions of approval.  

  Vote: 5 - 0 Adopted - Unanimously

  Other:  Sharon Burke (ABSENT) 
  Richard Heffner (ABSENT) 

 
b) Rezone - 1600 5th Grant Blvd from R1 to Industrial

City Planner Trisko reviewed a rezoning request for property owned by Kohner Sand and Gravel.
She stated that the rezoning, if approved, would result in the zoning matching up with current land
use, as the City is applying for State grant funding toward the barge terminal project. She clarified
that a barge terminal would be a permitted use in the Industrial zone. She discussed the truck traffic
associated with the movement of sand, noting that a major traffic generator Conditional Use Permit
application will be submitted for the site relating to this operation in the future. She further
discussed the 26.75 acre site and the surrounding land uses. She reviewed limiting factors in the
Shoreland Overlay District and referenced the floodway and the flood plain. She discussed the
Environmental Impact Statement analysis for the barge terminal project. She summarized comments
from the Street Commission, Utilities Commission, emergency personnel, other City staff, and DNR
representative Lucas Youngsma. She reviewed the public hearing notification process and detailed
the next steps in the rezoning process, including a recommendation from the Planning Commission
following the public hearing. She further discussed the barge terminal project. It was clarified that
surrounding properties are zoned Industrial. 

Chair Wallerich opened the public hearing for this item at 6:15 p.m. 

David Wodele, 515 Lawrence Boulevard West, Wabasha, introduced himself as a member of the
Cemetery Board and the Port Authority Board. He commented that he has received no comments in
opposition to the rezoning. He did express concerns about CP Rail blocking the road for extended
periods of time, which would interfere with truck traffic. 

  



Rob Carrels, 2150 5th Grant Boulevard, Wabasha, spoke in opposition to the dredging operation.
Chair Wallerich noted that another public hearing will be held in conjunction with the CUP
application and encouraged Mr. Carrels to talk with City Planner Trisko about his concerns. 

No one else spoke during the public hearing. Chair Wallerich closed the public hearing at 6:20 p.m. 
 
  Motion made by Scott Durand, seconded by Jeff Sulla to recommend approval of the proposed

rezoning.  

  Vote: 5 - 0 Adopted - Unanimously

  Other:  Richard Heffner (ABSENT) 
  Sharon Burke (ABSENT) 

 
c) Miscellaneous Zoning Ordinance Updates

City Planner Trisko provided background information and referenced past discussion of ordinance
revisions. She summarized the proposed ordinance language revisions relating to accessory
apartments / guest cottages in the TDC zone, retail uses in Industrial zones, daycare uses, and
supervised living facilities. She reviewed the public hearing notification process. 

Chair Wallerich requested clarification of residential uses in the TDC zone, and City Planner Trisko
provided information in this regard. 

Chair Wallerich opened the public hearing for this item at 6:25 p.m. No one spoke during the public
hearing. Chair Wallerich closed the public hearing at 6:26 p.m. 

  

 
  Motion made by Sara Carrels, seconded by Scott Durand to recommend approval of the proposed

Zoning Ordinance revisions.  

  Vote: 5 - 0 Adopted - Unanimously

  Other:  Richard Heffner (ABSENT) 
  Sharon Burke (ABSENT) 

 
6) Old Business

There was no old business. 
 

 
7) New Business

There was no new business. 
 

 
8) Board of Adjustment Business

There was no Board of Adjustment business. 
 

 
9) Other Business

There was no other business. 
 

 
10) Next Regular Meeting Date - July 9, 2024



10) Next Regular Meeting Date - July 9, 2024
Future meeting agenda items were discussed. It was noted that this meeting may be canceled. 
 

 
11) Adjourn
 
  Motion made by Scott Durand, seconded by Sara Carrels to adjourn the meeting. The meeting

adjourned at 6:25 p.m.  

  Vote: 5 - 0 Adopted - Unanimously

  Other:  Richard Heffner (ABSENT) 
  Sharon Burke (ABSENT) 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by:_____________________________
Wendy Busch, City Clerk

_____________________________
Adopted Date
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MEMORANDUM 

Date: 8/7/24  
To: Wabasha Planning Commission  
From: Kristi Trisko 
Subject: Cannabis Ordinance / Moratorium 
 

 
The MN State Department of Cannabis Management and the League of Minnesota 
Cities has been working to outline the issues surrounding cannabis businesses by 
drafting frequently asked questions, defining key elements that should be regulated, and 
the LMC has completed a draft ordinance. 
 
In July 2023, the City adopted an ordinance establishing a moratorium on all cannabis 
related businesses until January 1, 2025.  While we still have five (5) months to adopt a 
new ordinance, Wabasha County is moving forward with a draft ordinance that can be 
extended to all cities within the County if adopted by resolution.   
 
On Wednesday, June 26th, Michael Plante, the Wabasha County Administrator, held a 
county-wide meeting to discuss this issue.  Caroline Gregerson and I attended that 
meeting.  The County is working towards adopting an ordinance that was drafted from 
the LMC’s ordinance and per MN State Statute, all cities within an adopted county 
ordinance can, by resolution, allow the County to manage and regulate all cannabis 
related businesses within the County. 
 
Per State Statute, one (1) cannabis business must be allowed for every 12,500 
residents.  If a county has one active registration for every 12,500 residents, a city 
within the county is not obligated to register a cannabis business.   
 
Wabasha County intends to allow two (2) cannabis businesses within the County.  
Other planning and zoning standards include locational criteria and setback standards 
from schools, day cares, etc., and performance standards including odor and 
ventilation, security, wastewater and solid waste management, energy and water usage, 
temporary cannabis use standards, local and state registration standards, and annual 
inspections.   
 
If a cannabis business submits an application within the City of Wabasha’s jurisdictional 
boundaries AND the City has adopted a resolution approving the Counties ordinance, 
we will be a participant in the review process, but the County will manage all hearings 
and approve or deny cannabis businesses based on findings of facts and their adopted 
ordinance standards.  
 



Name: Wabasha Planning Commission  
Date: 5/6/24 
Page: 2 
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Keep in mind, only two (2) businesses within the County will be allowed.  Wabasha 
County will provide the city with their draft ordinance for review shortly.   
 
Ordinance Discussion Points:  Let’s discuss the following key ordinance points to be 
included in the Wabasha County Cannabis Code: 
 

1. Planning process; I would recommend that we only allow these uses by a CUP/IUP 
process 

2. Zoning districts for the uses; We can discuss the Industrial, Highway Commercial, 
Traditional Downtown Commercial, and perhaps the General Commercial zoning 
districts as possibly allowing these uses.  Though I’m not sure about allowing these uses 
in the GC zones as these parcels are really spread throughout the city so not necessarily 
contained in a “typical” downtown or central area.  I’ve attached a copy of our zoning 
map for this discussion.  

Timeline:  As the moratorium for both the County and the City ends at the beginning of 
2025, we need to act quickly on this matter given our monthly meeting schedules for 
both the City and the County.  The proposed schedule is as follows: 
 
August   P&Z Meeting/Discussion and recommendation to City Council 
September City Council review and approval of a drafted resolution prepared 

by Wabasha County 
October/November Wabasha County Review, hearing, adoption 
 
Commission Action:   Review draft materials and forward a recommendation to City 
Council requesting that they adopt or not adopt a resolution provided by Wabasha 
County granting the County the authority to regulate all Cannabis businesses within the 
City.   
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