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March 25, 2026 
 
 
Mr. Guillermo B. Cuellar, P.E. 
Executive Director of Capital Projects Infrastructure 
Webb County Engineering Department 
4801 Fesco Blvd. 
Laredo, Texas 78043 
 
O: 956.523.4185 
M: 956.977.9362 
E: gbcuellar@webbcountytx.gov 
 
Re: Geotechnical Engineering Study 

Webb County Veterans Building 
Rehabilitation and Preservation Project 
409 San Bernardo Ave. 
Laredo, Texas 78040   
Part I - CET Proposal No. G26011 

 
Dear Mr. Cuellar: 
 
Castle Engineering & Testing, LLC (CET) is pleased to express our interest in providing 
geotechnical engineering services for the referenced project and offer the following proposal for 
your consideration. We understand that we have been chosen to provide these services for this 
publicly funded project. Therefore, by providing cost information we are not in violation of the 
Texas Professional Services Procurement Act. This proposal consists of two parts: Part I – 
Proposal: Purpose and Scope of Work and Estimated Cost of Services; Part II – Terms and 
Conditions (Attached). The following sections outline our understanding of the project and 
provide a description of the tasks to be performed. 
 
Project Background 
 
Based on information provided to us by the Webb County Engineering Department, we 
understand that preliminary plans are underway to rehab the Webb County Veterans Building at 
409 San Bernardo Ave. in Laredo, Texas. 
 
Purpose and Scope of Work 
 
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the feasibility of the proposed development with respect 
to the observed subsurface conditions, and to provide our geotechnical recommendations and 
opinions. Our scope of work will consist of background review, site reconnaissance, field 
exploration, laboratory testing, engineering analyses, and report preparation.  
 
Proposed Field Exploration  
 
Our selection of field exploration locations will be based on the anticipated project layout and 
site access. The subsurface exploration will consist of drilling a total of three (3) borings within 
the proposed development using conventional rubber-tired mounted drilling equipment. The 
depth of the borings will be ten (10) to fifteen (15) feet below the existing ground surface.  
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These locations should be considered accurate only to the degree implied by the method use; 
 

Location Quantity of Borings Depth, feet 

Building Areas 1 15 

Pavement Areas 2 10 

 Total Footage 35 

 
Pre-mobilization Activities 

The staked boring location provides a visible reference for obtaining clearance to work. 
Clearance is obtained from owners of property adjoining, especially if access to their property 
could be blocked. In all cases, the geotechnical engineer will contact Texas811 to locate buried 
utilities. Similar query should be made to adjoining property owners to identify service not 
included in the Texas811 markings. We will perform a due diligence effort with regards to this 
issue but cannot be responsible for damage/repairs related to encountering unknown 
underground utilities during our field activities.  
 
Drilling and Sampling Methods 

Drilling and sample handling methods are many and varied in their purpose. It is the 
responsibility of the geotechnical engineer to see that methods appropriate to the needs of the 
project are used. Samples damaged or lost in course of handling should be identified as such so 
that testing is not biased for this cause. Where the damaged/lost sample is believed essential to 
the proper characterization of subsurface conditions, a replacement will be obtained. 
 
Drilling and sampling will generally be performed in accordance with applicable standards of the 
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM).  
 
At the end of each day samples are obtained, they will be delivered to the laboratory for safe 
storage. En route, the samples will be secured against damage due to hazards of the road or 
prevailing weather. To ensure that samples are not lost, the person receiving samples should 
conduct inventory against the field log. At this point damaged, missing, or mislabeled samples 
can be identified and corrections made in collaboration with the logger. Numerous or persistent 
findings of damage, loss, or mislabeling should be brought to the attention of the geotechnical 
engineer for corrective action.  
 
As the inventory proceeds, each sample will be secured against change of moisture content or 
dimension. This task will not be delayed until the next day. After preservation, the samples will 
be stored in an orderly manner so that specific samples can be found without difficulty. The 
storage area will be protected from the effects of weather. 
 
Site Restoration 

Upon completion of work at any borehole location, the geotechnical engineer’s crew will 
undertake restoration of the site surface to a condition approximating that before drilling. This 
effort includes removal of spilled drilling fluids, mud and soil clods, litter, and reshaping of ruts to 
attain an even grade.  Such restoration will include, but not be limited to, backfilling of borings, 
patching of slabs and pavements, and repair of lawns and plantings. Each boring should be 
temporarily plugged, pending additional groundwater readings. At the completion of the 
groundwater readings, the boring will be permanently plugged, including patching of slabs and 
pavements. 
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Laboratory Testing  

Assignment of laboratory tests is not a routine task to be delegated without briefing by the 
geotechnical engineer. Indeed, if possible, the geotechnical engineer should examine samples 
firsthand and assign tests according to his observations and the particular requirements of the 
project. Where this task is delegated, the person selected should be trained and experienced in 
geotechnical practice and thoroughly briefed on requirements of the project. 
 
Assignment of testing will be made as soon as practical after receipt of the samples from the 
field, at latest early the next working day. Samples not assigned for testing and remnants from 
testing are archived for the prospect of further testing or confirmation of test results obtained.  
 
Laboratory testing is useful for evaluating both index and engineering properties of soils. The 
laboratory testing on selected soil samples will include, but is not limited to the following: 
 

• Moisture Content; 

• Plasticity Index (P.I.);  

• Amount of Material in Soils Finer Than the No. 200 (75µm) Sieve; and 

• Unified Soil Classification. 
 

All tests will be performed in accordance with applicable ASTM standards or other recognized 
standards. 
 
Engineering 

Engineering analysis and evaluation will be conducted after reviewing the results of both the 
field and laboratory test results as part of our study. The findings and conclusions derived from 
our analyses and evaluation will be presented in a written engineering report which will be 
prepared by our engineers, who specialize in geotechnical engineering and are familiar with the 
local conditions. The report will provide geotechnical engineering recommendations for: 
 

• Recommended pavement structural sections; 

• Recommended pavement performance enhancement for construction, including 
pavement preparation recommendations, and a discussion of remedial earthwork 
recommendations, if warranted; and 

• General site preparation. 
 
Construction Observation/Testing and Plan Review 

We recommend that project plans and specifications be reviewed by us to verify compatibility 
with our geotechnical recommendations. An adequate program of tests and observations should 
include, but is not necessarily be limited to earthwork activities, monitoring of the foundation 
installation, concrete, and asphalt. 
 
This proposal does not include the scope of work of cost estimate that will be required for these 
services since plans and specifications have not been prepared. Prior to construction, we will 
provide you with a scope of work and estimate of fees. 
 
The review of plans and specifications and the field observations and testing by Castle 
Engineering & Testing, LLC (CET) are integral part of the geotechnical recommendations for 
this project. If we are not retained for these services, the client agrees to assume CET’s 
responsibility for any potential claims that may arise during construction. 
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ESTIMATED COST OF SERVICES 

The total cost for the study is estimated to be $3,500.00. We will not exceed this figure without 
your prior approval.  
 
If additional analysis is required after our report has been complete this would be considered an 
additional service.  

 
Schedule 

Based on our current workload, we estimate that this geotechnical engineering study will take 
about two (2) to three (3) weeks to complete, beginning on the day that we start drilling 
operations. Field operations are expected to take one (1) day to complete. 
 
Authorization 

Authorization to proceed with our work on this project will be provided by the authorized 
representative in the form of a signed Castle Professional Services Agreement (Part II – Terms 
and Conditions). Please return the proposal with your signature if you accept the terms and 
conditions described in this document.  This proposal is valid if authorized within 30 days from 
the listed proposal date. 
 
We appreciate your consideration of CET for this project, and we look forward to the opportunity 
of working with you.  If you have any questions regarding this proposal, please feel free to 
contact our office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Castle Engineering & Testing, LLC  
                                          
 
                                                                             
_____________________________                 
Jesus “Papo” Pompa 
Vice President    
 
ERJ-G26011 
 

For



CASTLE ENGINEERING & TESTING, LLC 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

PART II - TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 

WHEREAS: This Professional Services Agreement is made and entered into between State of Texas, County of Webb (“Client”) and Castle 

Engineering & Testing, LLC (“Engineer”) a Texas corporation.  This Agreement consists of two parts:  Part I Proposal - Scope of Services and 

Compensation, Part II – Terms and Conditions. 

 

 

ARTICLE 1: PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  

 

1.1 Services.  In connection with the property described in the 

Proposal, Engineer shall render the professional services (“Services”) 

for the project described in the Proposal as outlined in the Proposal 

and any Amendments. 

 

1.2 Agreement.  The Professional Services Agreement 

includes the Proposal dated March 25, 2026, and these Terms and 

Conditions (collectively, the “Agreement”). 

 

ARTICLE 2: PROPOSALS 

 

2.1 Scope.  The Proposal(s) shall identify the specific scope of 

Services to be performed and the amount and type of compensation 

for the specific services. 

 

2.2 Acceptance of Agreement.  Client shall authorize and 

Engineer shall commence work upon Engineer’s receipt of the 

properly executed and signed Proposal(s), as may amended from time 

to time.  If the Agreement is not executed by Client within thirty (30) 

days of the date tendered, it shall become invalid unless: (1) Engineer 

extends the time in writing; or (2) at the sole option of Engineer, 

Engineer accepts Client’s oral authorization to proceed with the 

services, in which event the terms of the oral authorization shall be 

presumed to include all the terms of this Agreement.  Engineer’s 

performance of the services under the oral authorization shall be in 

reliance on the inclusion of all the terms of this Agreement in the oral 

authorization. 

 

ARTICLE 3: CHANGES 

 

3.1 Changes.  The Engineer and Client may at any time, by 

written amendment, make changes within the general scope of 

individual Proposal(s) or relating to services to be performed.  If such 

changes cause an increase or decrease in the Engineer’s cost of, or 

time required for, performance of any services under individual 

Proposals, an equitable adjustment shall be made and reflected in a 

properly executed Amendment. 

 

3.2 Regulatory Changes.  In the event that there are 

modifications or additions to regulatory requirements relating to the 

services to be performed under this Agreement after the date of 

execution of this Agreement, the increased or decreased cost of 

performance of the services provided for in this Agreement and 

subsequent Proposals shall be reflected in an appropriate Proposal 

Amendment. 

 

ARTICLE 4: THE TERM 

 

4.1 Term.  Engineer shall be retained by Client as of the date 

Client executes the attached Proposal until the Services have been 

fully performed or until the Engineer’s Services are terminated under 

provisions of the Agreement.  Engineer will pursue completion of 

Services in accordance with the timely completion specified in the 

Proposal and any amendments thereto.  Engineer shall not be liable 

or responsible for any delays caused by circumstances beyond 

Engineer’s control. 

 

ARTICLE 5: DUTIES 

 

5.1 Access.  Client will provide Engineer with access to the 

Property or to any other site as required by Engineer for performance 

of the Services. 

 

5.2 Client-furnished Data.  Client shall provide all criteria and 

full information as to Client’s requirements for the Project, designate 

a person to act with authority on Client’s behalf in respect to all 

aspects of the Project, examine and respond promptly to Engineer’s 

submissions, and give prompt written notice to Engineer whenever he 

observes or otherwise becomes aware of any defect in the work. 

 

Client shall also do the following and pay all costs incident thereto: 

Furnish to Engineer core borings, probings and subsurface 

exploration, hydrographic surveys, laboratory tests and inspections of 

samples, materials and equipment and similar data; appropriate 

professional interpretations of all of the foregoing; environmental 

assessment and impact statements, and any other information 

previously made available to the Client, which may be required by 

Engineer, all of which Engineer may rely upon in performing its 

Services. 

 

Client shall provide such legal, accounting, independent cost 

estimating and insurance counseling services as may be required for 

the Project, any auditing service required in respect of contractor(s)’ 

applications for payment, and any inspection services to determine if 

contractor(s) are performing the work. 

 

5.3 Other Information.  Engineer will rely upon commonly 

used sources of data, including database searches and agency 

contacts.  Engineer does not warrant the accuracy of the information 

obtained from those sources and has not been requested to 

independently verify such information. 

 

5.4. Ownership of Documents.  All designs, drawings, 

specifications, documents, and other work products of the engineer, 

whether in hard copy or electronic form, are instruments of service 

for the services and are owned by the Engineer regardless of whether 

or not services are completed.  Reuse, change or alteration by the 

client or by others acting through or on behalf of the client is not 

permitted without the written consent of Engineer.  ANY REUSE, 

CHANGE OR ALTERATION BY THE CLIENT OR THIRD 

PARTIES IS AT THEIR OWN RISK AND CLIENT AGREES TO 

HOLD HARMLESS AND INDEMNIFY THE ENGINEER, ITS 

OFFICERS, PARTNERS, EMPLOYEES, AND 

SUBCONTRACTORS FROM ALL CLAIMS, DAMAGES, 

LOSSES, EXPENSES AND COSTS (INCLUDING ATTORNEYS’ 

FEES), INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, CLAIMS FOR 

ENGINEER’S ALLEGED NEGLIGENCE, ARISING OUT OF OR 

RELATED TO SUCH AUTHORIZED OR UNAUTHORIZED 

REUSE, CHANGE OR ALTERATION. 



 

 

5.5. Reporting Obligations.  Client has responsibility for 

complying with all legal reporting obligations.  Nothing in the 

Agreement precludes Engineer from providing any notices or reports 

that it may be required by law to give to governmental entities. 

 

5.6 Laboratory Services.  In performing services, Engineer 

may make use of an independent testing laboratory.  Engineer will 

not, and Client shall not rely upon Engineer to, check the quality or 

accuracy of the testing laboratory’s services. 

 

5.7. Changed Conditions.  The Client shall rely on the 

Engineer’s judgment as to the continued adequacy of the Agreement 

in light of occurrences or discoveries that were not originally 

contemplated by or known to the Engineer.  Should Engineer call for 

contract renegotiation, the Engineer shall identify the changed 

conditions necessitating renegotiation and the Engineer and the 

Client shall promptly and in good faith enter into renegotiation of 

this Agreement.  If the terms cannot be agreed to, the parties agree 

that either party has the right to terminate the Agreement. 

 

5.8 Site Visit.  All conclusions, opinions and 

recommendations will be based upon site conditions at the Property 

as they existed at the time of Engineer’s site visit.  Any report should 

not be relied upon to represent conditions at a later date. 

 

5.9 Opinions of Cost.  Should Engineer provide any cost 

opinions, it is understood that those opinions are based on the 

experience and judgment of Engineer and are merely opinions.  

Engineer does not warrant that actual costs will not vary from those 

opinions because, among other things, Engineer has no control over 

market conditions. 

 

5.10 Construction Observation.  If construction phase 

services are included in the Services, the Engineer shall periodically 

visit the Project during construction to become generally familiar 

with the progress and quality of the contractors’ work and to 

determine if the work is proceeding in general accordance with the 

Contract Documents.  The Client has not retained the Engineer to 

make detailed inspections or to provide exhaustive or continuous 

Project review and observation services.  The Engineer does not 

guarantee the performance of, and shall have no responsibility for, 

the acts or omissions of any contractor, subcontractor, supplier or 

any other entity furnishing materials or performing any work on the 

Project.  Engineer shall not be responsible for the means, methods, 

techniques, sequences or procedures of construction selected by 

contractor(s) or the safety precautions and programs incident to the 

work of contractor(s). 

 

5.11 Permits.  Client is responsible for obtaining and 

complying with all required permits or other approvals of, and for 

giving any required notices to, all governmental and quasi-

governmental authorities having jurisdiction over the Services or the 

Property.  Before Engineer performs the Services, Client will 

provide Engineer evidence satisfactory to Engineer that all required 

permits or other approvals have been obtained and that all required 

notices have been given.  Client will provide to Engineer copies of 

any such permits or any such notices, together with any other 

relevant information that will alert Engineer to the requirements of 

such permits, approvals, or notifications. 

 

ARTICLE 6: COMPENSATION OF SERVICES 

 

6.1 Compensation of Services.  Engineer’s compensation for 

services shall be set forth in individual Proposal. 

 

 

 

 

6.2 Compensation.  Client agrees to pay Engineer for 

Services in accordance with the Agreement.  Expenses directly 

related to these Services, including reproduction, out of town travel, 

long distance telephone bill, express mail, special deliveries and 

subcontractor expenses shall include a ten percent (10%) markup on 

cost. 

 

6.3 Payments.  Engineer will invoice Client monthly in 

accordance with the terms and conditions of the Proposal, and 

amendment(s) for Services and reimbursables.  Client agrees to 

promptly pay Engineer at its office at 3302 Cuatro Vientos Drive, 

Suite No. 12, Laredo, Texas 78046 the full amount of each such 

invoice upon receipt.  In no event shall Engineer’s failure to bill 

monthly constitute default under the terms and conditions of this 

Agreement. 

 

6.4 Sales and Use Tax.  Effective July 1, 1991, State, City and 

MTA Sales Tax of 8.25 % must be collected on Surveying Fees for 

the establishment of Real Property Boundaries and determining the 

location of structures or improvements in relation to the boundaries.  

Charges for prints and reproductions are also subject to the 8.25:% 

Sales Tax.  In the event subsequent taxes are levied by Federal, State, 

or Local authorities, relating to the services in writing and such 

modifications as are required shall be made a part of this Agreement. 

 

6.5 Right to Stop Performance.  If Client does not pay any 

amount due to Engineer within thirty (30) days after the invoice date, 

or within five (5) days of payment by Owner, Engineer may, upon 

three (3) additional days verbal or written notice to Client, stop 

performance of the Services until payment of the amount owed has 

been received. 

 

6.6 Attorney’s Fees.  In the event Engineers’ invoices for 

Services are given to any attorney for collection, or if suit is brought 

for collection, or if they are collected through probate, bankruptcy, 

or other judicial proceeding, then Client shall pay Engineer all cost 

of collection, including the maximum attorney’s fees allowed by law 

and court costs, in addition to other amounts due. 

 

6.7  Late Charges and Insufficient Funds Fee: If Castle Engineering  

And Testing, L.L.C. has not received the full amount of any monthly  

payment due from Client within five (5) days after its due date, then 

the Client agrees that said Client shall pay a late charge in the amount 

of one and a half  percent (1.5%) of the Monthly Payment Amount  

that is due. If Castle Engineering And Testing, L.L.C. receives a  

payment by check or instrument from the Client that is refused or  

returned by any issuer, bank, financial institution or intermediary 

institution for any reason, then the Client agrees that said Client 

shall pay an insufficient funds fee ("NSF Fee") to Castle Engineering 

And Testing, L.L.C. in the amount of $40 for each and every  

individual instrument, negotiable instrument, check and/or draft 

 that is so refused or returned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ARTICLE 7: TERMINATION OF SERVICES 

 

7.1 Termination.  This Agreement may be terminated without 

cause at any time prior to completion of Engineer’s services, either 

by Client or by Engineer, upon seven (7) days written notice to the 

other at the address of record.  Upon receipt of written notice from 

Client to discontinue work, the Engineer shall discontinue work 

under this Agreement.  Such termination shall release Engineer from 

any further obligation to provide Services to Client on this 

Agreement, but all obligations of Client shall continue.  In the event 

Client terminates the Agreement based on Client’s reasonable 

opinion the Engineer has failed or refused to prosecute the work 

efficiently, promptly or with diligence, the Engineer shall have ten 

(10) days, from the receipt of written notification by Client, to cure 

such failure to perform in accordance with the terms of this 

Agreement or Proposal(s). 

 

Client waives any and all claims it has against Engineer arising out 

of termination of this Agreement by Engineer.   Client waives any 

and all claims, causes of action, or damages that it has or may have 

against Engineer for failure to perform further services under this or 

any other Agreement with Client. 

 

7.2 Compensation in Event of Termination.  Upon 

termination by either Client or Engineer, Client shall pay Engineer 

with respect to all contracted Services rendered and expenses 

incurred before termination an amount fixed by applying the 

Engineer’s standard hourly rates, in force at the time of termination, 

to all Services performed to date, in addition to termination 

settlement costs the Engineer reasonably incurs relating to 

commitments which had become firm before the termination. 

 

ARTICLE 8: RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES 

 

8.1 Independent Contractor.  It is understood that the 

relationship of Engineer to Client shall be that of an independent 

contractor.  Neither Engineer nor employees of Engineer shall be 

deemed to be employees of Client. 

 

ARTICLE 9: LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 

 

9.1 Limitation of Liability.  TO THE FULLEST EXTENT 

PERMITTED BY LAW, THE TOTAL LIABILITY OF 

ENGINEER, ITS EMPLOYEES, OFFICERS, 

SUBCONSULTANTS AND SUBCONTRACTORS, TO CLIENT 

FOR ANY AND ALL INJURIES, CLAIMS, LOSSES, 

EXPENSES, OR DAMAGES WHATSOEVER FROM ANY 

CAUSE OR CAUSES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 

STRICT LIABILITY, BREACH OF CONTRACT, BREACH OF 

WARRANTY, NEGLIGENCE, OR ERRORS OR OMISSIONS 

SHALL NOT EXCEED THE ENGINEER’S TOTAL FEE.  

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THE 

AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY SHALL BE LIABLE TO THE 

OTHER FOR ANY PUNITIVE, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, OR 

CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES INCURRED DUE TO THE 

FAULT OF THE OTHER PARTY, REGARDLESS OF THE 

NATURE OF THIS FAULT OR WHETHER IT WAS 

COMMITTED BY THE CLIENT OR BY ENGINEER, THEIR 

EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, SUBCONSULTANTS, OR 

SUBCONTRACTORS.  CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES 

INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, LOSS OF USE AND 

LOSS OF PROFIT.    

 

9.2  No Certification.  Engineer shall not be required to sign 

any documents, no matter by who requested that would result in 

Engineer having to certify, guarantee, or warrant the existence of 

conditions whose existence Engineer cannot ascertain.  The Client 

also agrees not to make resolution of any dispute with Engineer or 

payments of any amount due to Engineer in any way contingent upon 

Engineer’s signing any such certification.  

 

9.3 Asbestos or Hazardous Materials.  It is acknowledged 

by both parties that Engineer’s scope of services does not include 

any services related to asbestos or hazardous or toxic materials.  In 

the event Engineer or any other party encounters asbestos or 

hazardous or toxic materials at the Property, or should it become 

known in any way that such materials may be present at the Property 

or any adjacent areas that may affect the performance of Engineer’s 

Services, Engineer may, at its option and without liability for 

consequential or other damages, suspend performance of Services on 

the Project until the Client retains appropriate specialist consultant(s) 

or contractor(s) to identify, abate, and/or remove the asbestos or 

hazardous or toxic materials and warrant that the Property is in full 

compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 

 

9.4 Delays.  Engineer is not responsible for delays caused by 

factors beyond Engineer’s reasonable control, including but not 

limited to delays because of strikes, lockouts, work slowdowns or 

stoppages, accidents, acts of God, failure of any governmental or 

other regulatory authority to act in a timely manner, failure of the 

Client to furnish timely information or approve or disapprove of 

Engineer’s Services or work product promptly, or delays caused by 

faulty performance by the Client or by contractors of any level.  

When such delays beyond Engineer’s reasonable control occur, the 

Client agrees Engineer is not responsible for damages, nor shall 

Engineer be deemed to be in default of this Agreement.  In the event 

such delay exceeds ninety (90) days, Engineer shall be entitled to an 

extension of time equal to the delay and an equitable adjustment in 

compensation.  In the event Engineer is delayed by the Client and 

such delay exceeds thirty (30) days, Engineer shall be entitled to an 

extension of time equal to the delay and an equitable adjustment in 

compensation. 

 

9.5 Project Enhancement.  If, due to Engineer’s error or 

omission, any required item or component of the Project is omitted 

from Engineer’s documents, Engineer shall not be responsible for 

paying the cost to add such item or component to the extent that such 

item or component would have been otherwise necessary to the 

Project or otherwise adds value or betterment to the Project.  In no 

event will Engineer be responsible for any cost or expense that 

provides betterment, upgrade, or enhancement of the Project. 

 

ARTICLE 10: MISCELLANEOUS 

 

10.1 Entire Agreement.  The Agreement contains the entire 

agreement between Engineer and Client, and no oral statements or 

prior written matter shall be of any force or effect.  The Agreement 

may be modified only by written document executed by both parties. 

 

10.2 Modifications.  No one has authority to make variations 

in, or additions to, the terms of this Agreement on behalf of Engineer 

other than one of its officers, and then only in writing signed by him. 

 

10.3  Governing Law.  The Agreement shall be governed by 

and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas. 

 

10.4 Venue.  Engineer and Client agree that the services will be 

performed or partially performed in Webb County, Texas, and the 

venue of any action under the Agreement shall be exclusively in 

Webb County, Texas. 

 

10.5 Severability.  If any provision of the Agreement is held to 

be illegal, invalid or unenforceable under present or future laws, such 

provision shall be fully severable and the Agreement shall be 

construed and enforced as if such illegal, invalid or unenforceable 



provision is not a party hereof, and the remaining provisions shall 

remain in full force and effect.  In lieu of any illegal, invalid or 

unenforceable provision, there shall be added automatically as a part 

of the Agreement, a provision as similar in terms to such illegal, 

invalid or unenforceable provision as may be possible and be legal, 

valid and enforceable. 

 

10.6 Construction of Agreements.  The parties acknowledge 

that each party and, if it so chooses, its counsel have reviewed and 

revised the Agreement and that the normal rule of construction to the 

effect that any ambiguities are to be resolved against the drafting 

party shall not be employed in the interpretation of the Agreement or 

any amendments or exhibits. 

 

10.7 Successor and Assigns.  Client, for himself and partners, 

if any, and Engineer, for itself, each binds himself or itself and its 

successors, executors, administrators and assigns to the other party 

to this Agreement and to partners, successors, executors, 

administrators and assigns of such other party in respect to all 

covenants of this Agreement.  Neither Client nor Engineer shall 

assign, sublet, or transfer his interest in this Agreement without the 

written consent of the other.  Nothing herein shall be construed as 

giving any rights or benefits hereunder to anyone other than Client 

and Engineer.  Client’s representative signing below warrants that he 

or she has full authority to bind Client to this Agreement and further 

warrants that Client has an ownership interest in the real property 

that is part of the Project.  Client’s representative signing below 

agrees to indemnify, save, and hold Engineer harmless for any and 

all claims, causes of action, and damages that may arise against 

Engineer if the representations contained in this Paragraph are not 

correct.   

 

Nothing in the Agreement restricts Engineer’s ability to hire 

subcontractor in connection with the Services.  The Services and any 

report prepared under this Agreement are for the sole benefit and sole 

use of Client and are not for the use of any other person.  Only Client 

may rely upon the Agreement and the Services, unless the Engineer 

gives Client prior and specific written approval. 

 

10.8 Dispute Resolution.  Any claim, dispute or other matter 

in question arising out of or related to the Agreement of the Services 

provided thereunder shall be subject to arbitration.  Prior to 

arbitration, the parties shall endeavor to resolve all disputes by 

mediation.  Claims, disputes and other matters in question between 

the parties that are not resolved by mediation shall be decided by 

arbitration which, unless the parties mutually agree otherwise, shall 

be in accordance with the Construction Industry Arbitration Rules of 

the American Arbitration Association currently in effect.  The 

demand for arbitration shall be filed in writing with the other party 

to the Agreement and with the American Arbitration Association.  

No arbitration arising out of or relating to the Agreement shall 

include, by consolidation or joinder or in any other manner, an 

additional person or entity not a party to this Agreement.  The 

foregoing agreement to arbitration shall be specifically enforceable 

in accordance with applicable law in any court having jurisdiction.  

The award rendered by the arbitrator or arbitrators shall be final, and 

judgment may be entered upon it in accordance with applicable law 

in any court having jurisdiction. 

 

10.9 Mediation.  Any claim, dispute or other matter in question 

arising out of or related to this Agreement shall be subject to non-

binding mediation as a condition precedent to the institution of legal 

proceedings by either party.  If such matter relates to or is the subject 

of a lien arising out of the Engineer’s services, the Engineer may 

proceed in accordance with applicable law to comply with the lien 

notice or filing deadlines prior to resolution of the matter by 

mediation or other legal proceedings. 

 

Each party agrees to include a similar mediation provision in all 

agreements with independent contractors and consultants retained 

for the Project and to require all independent contractors and 

consultants also to include similar mediation provisions in all 

agreements with their respective subcontractors, suppliers, and 

subconsultants, thereby providing for mediation as the initial method 

for dispute resolution between the parties to all those agreements. 

 

The parties shall share the mediator’s fee and any filing fees equally.  

The mediation shall be held in the county where the Project is 

located, unless another location is mutually agreed upon.  

Agreements reached in mediation shall be enforceable as settlement 

agreements in any court having jurisdiction thereof. 

 

10.10 No Warranty.  Engineer makes no warranty, either 

expressed or implied, as to Engineer’s findings, recommendations, 

drawings, specifications, or professional advice.  Any warranties or 

guarantees contained in any purchase orders, certifications, 

requisitions, or notices to proceed issued by the Client are 

specifically objected to and excluded.  Client recognizes that neither 

Engineer nor any of Engineer’s subconsultants or subcontractors 

owes any fiduciary responsibility to Client. 

 

10.11 Survival of Provisions.  Termination of the Services for 

any reason whatsoever shall not affect (a) any right or obligation of 

any party that is accrued or vested prior to such termination, and any 

provision of the Agreement relating to any such right or obligation 

shall be deemed to survive the termination of the Services or (b) any 

continuing obligation, liability or responsibility of Engineer and of 

Client which would otherwise survive termination of the Services. 

 

 

 

 

Engineer:  Castle Engineering & Testing, LLC 

 

Name:__________________________________ 

          Mr. Jesus “Papo” Pompa 

          Vice President 

 

 

 

Date:  __________________________________  

 

 

 

 

Client: Webb County Engineering Department               

 

Name:__________________________________ 

          Mr. Guillermo B. Cuellar, P.E. 

          Executive Director of Capital Projects Infrastructure 

 

 

 

 

Date:  __________________________________  

 

   CET Proposal No. G26011 

 

 

For

03/25/2026


