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Paragraph (c) of this section has been
revised in response to the AAR’s
petition for reconsideration. In its
petition for reconsideration, the AAR
asserted that paragraph (c) of this
section requires the installation of signs
at private highway-rail grade crossings
that could potentially be misleading. In
light of the fact that partial quiet zones
may be established in States that do
require locomotive horn sounding
private highway-rail grade crossings, the
AAR expressed concern that motofists
encountering time-specific warnin,
signs when the partial quiet zone is hot
in effect might assume that the
locomotive horn will be sounded by
approaching trains. After considering
this issue, FRA agreed that the Final
Rule’s warning sign requirement could
be misleading to motorists. Therefore, in
order to minimize confusion,
paragraphs (c)(2) and (c)(4) of this
section have been revised to give public
authorities the flexibility to install
warning signs which advise motorists
that train horns will not be sounded, but
do not list the hours within which the
partial quiet zone will be in effect. Thus,
if State law does not require locomotive
horn sounding at private highway-rail
grade crossings, signs that indicate that
horns are not sounded would be
appropriate. However, if State law
requires locomotive horn sounding
during non-quiet zone hours, then signs
indicating that horns are not sounded
between stated hours of the partial quiet
zone would be appropriate. These
warning signs must be installed on each
approach to public and private
highway-rail grade crossings.

Paragraph (c)(5) has been added to
this section to clarify that FRA does not
intend to require public authorities to
install advance warning signs at
highway-rail grade crossings that are
equipped with wayside horns that
conform to the requirements set forth in
§222.59 and Appendix E of this part,
but are located within a quiet zone.

Paragraph (d) of this section has not
been revised. Minor typographical edits
have, however, been made in
paragraphs (e), (f), and (g) of this
section.

Section 222.37 Who may establish a
quiet zone?

Paragraph (a) of this section addresses
the situation that may occur if a
proposed quiet zone includes public
highway-rail grade crossings that are
under the authority and control of more
than one public authority. This scenario
could occur if the proposed quiet zone
contains county roads and State
highways that intersect the railroad
tracks at adjacent crossings. This

scenario could also occur if the railroad
tracks or the roadway run along the
border between two neighboring
communities.

When faced with this scenario,
paragraph (a) of this section states that
both public authorities must agree to
establi nt of the q and
ust jointly, or by delegation, take
actions as are required to comply with
this part. Therefore, if two neighboring
communities are interested in quiet
zone creation, the communities might
want to consider working together to
create a multi-jurisdictional quiet zone.

If the neighboring communities are not,

ever, interested in creating a single,
multi-jurisdictional quiet zone, any
shared highway-rai ing{f
a highway-rail grade crossing that
contains a roadway that runs along the
border of the neighboring communities)
can only be attributed to one quiet zone.
Otherwise, the risk reduction credit
associated with any safety
improvements at the shared highway-
rail grade crossing would be *“double-
counted”, if claimed by adjacent quiet
zones.

A minor typographical revision has
been made to paragraph (a) of this
section. However, paragraphs (b) and (c)
of this section have not been revised.

Section 222.38 Can a quiet zone be
created in the Chicago Region?

This section has not been revised.

Section 222.39 How is a quiet zone
established?

Paragraph (a) of this section has not
been revised.

Minor typographical revisions have
been made to paragraph (b) of this
section. In addition, paragraph (b) of
this section has been revised in
response to the AAR’s petition for
reconsideration. In its petition, the AAR
asserted that it may be unclear, in
certain circumstances, as to what
constitutes a pedestrian crossing.
Therefore, the AAR recommended that
the Final Rule be revised to require
public authorities to indicate, in their
quiet zone applications and notification
packages, where pedestrian crossings
are located. The AAR reasoned that this
revision would eliminate any confusion
as to where crossing signs must be
located, in accordance with § 222.27.

Even though public authorities are
required to identify pedestrian crossings
in their quiet zone notification
packages, in accordance with the
requirements set forth in § 222.43, FRA
notes that it had inadvertently failed to
require public authorities to identify or
provide information on pedestrian grade
crossings in their quiet zone

applications. Therefore, paragraph (b) of
this section has been revised to require
public authorities to submit Grade
Crossing Inventory Forms for each
pedestrian grade crossing located within
a proposed quiet zone, as well as
information concerning present safety
measures and proposed improvements
hese crossings. FRA also
ently failed to require public
tes to provide information on
proposed safety
improvemgnts at private highway-rail
grade crossjngs. Therefore, paragraph (b)
of this sectjon has been revised to
lic authorities to submit
ion on present safety measures
oposed improvements at private
ighway-rail grade crossings located
within the proposed quiet zone. With
respect to public highway-rail grade
crossings, paragraph (b) of this section
has been revised to require public
authorities to provide detailed
information about all safety
improvements, as opposed to just SSMs
and ASMs, that have been proposed for
implementation. In making these
revisions, FRA hopes to obtain better
information as to the overall level of
safety within the proposed quiet zone.
Paragraph (b)(iv) of this section has
been revised by inserting an explicit
reference to the Notice of Intent
requirement contained within § 222.43
of this part. (An inadvertent omission of
the State agency responsible for
highway and road safety has also been
corrected.) The public authority is
required to provide a Notice of Intent,
in accordance with § 222.43 of this part,
at least 60 days prior to the submission
of its quiet zone application. All
objections received from any railroad
operating within the proposed quiet
zone, the State agency responsible for
grade crossing safety, and the State
agency responsible for highway and
road safety in response to the Notice of
Intent must then be addressed by the
public authority in the quiet zone
application, in accordance with
paragraph (b)(iv) of this section.
Paragraph (b)(2) of this section
addresses the inclusion of newly
established public and private highway-
rail grade crossings in quiet zones. Any
proposed quiet zone that contains a
newly established public highway-rail
grade crossing must be established
through public authority application,
unless one or more SSMs will be
implemented at every public highway-
rail grade crossing within the proposed
quiet zone in accordance with
paragraph (a)(1) of this section. Quiet
zones with newly established public
highway-rail grade crossings cannot be
established through comparison to




