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Recreation Grants  

 

  

Recreation Grants has been assisting hundreds of communities across Texas with their outdoor recreation 

needs since 1965 through our grant assistance and outreach programs. From the largest metropolis to the 

smallest rural community these programs help to build new parks, conserve natural resources, provide access 

to water bodies, develop educational programs for youth, and much more. Providing grants to communities 

across Texas helps build access to outdoor experiences and encourages a connection with nature that is vital 

for promoting conservation and good environmental stewardship among Texans young and old. 

Through our programs we build long-term partnerships that assist TPWD in our mission to manage and 

conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation 

opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. 

Our highly qualified staff administers the following programs: Local Park Grants (Outdoor, Indoor and 

Small Community), Community Outdoor Outreach Program (CO-OP), Recreational Trails Grants, OHV, 

Boating Access Grants, Boating Infrastructure Grants (BIG) and Boat Sewage Pumpout Grants 

 

 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/contact-us/staff-directory
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/about-local-parks-grants
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/community-outdoor-outreach-program-co-op-grants
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/recreational-trails-grants
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/texas-off-highway-program/off-highway-vehicle-program-ohv
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/boating-access
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/boat-sewage-pumpout


Local Parks Grants  

 

About 
The Local Park Grant Program consists of 5 individual programs that assist local units of government with 

the acquisition and/or development of public recreation areas and facilities throughout the State of Texas. 

The Program provides 50% matching grants on a reimbursement basis to eligible applicants. All grant 

assisted sites must be dedicated as parkland in perpetuity, properly maintained and open to the public.         

Who We Fund 
Eligible applicants include political subdivisions of the State of Texas legally responsible for providing 

public recreation services to their citizens. This includes cities, counties, river authorities, municipal utility 

districts, and other special districts. If you have questions regarding eligibility please contact the Local Park 

Grants Staff  

What We Fund 
The Local Park Grant Program consists of 5 individual programs that assist local units of government with 

the acquisition and/or development of public recreation areas and facilities throughout the State of Texas. 

The Program provides 50% matching grants on a reimbursement basis to eligible applicants. Once funded, 

all grant assisted sites must be dedicated as parkland in perpetuity, properly maintained and open to the 

public. 

When We Fund 
Local Parks Grants are funded annually following the October 1st application deadline each 

year. Applications will be accepted through Recreation Grants Online. Paper applications will not be 

accepted. Complete applications are evaluated using the Priority Scoring System. Funding recommendations 

are presented to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission 

makes all final decisions regarding awards of program funds. 

How We Are Funded 
Funding for the Local Park Grant Program comes from a portion of the state sales tax on sporting goods 

through the Texas Recreation and Parks Account and the Texas Large County & Municipality Recreation & 

Parks Account. Additional funds come from off- shore gas royalties through the federal Land and Water 

Conservation Fund. 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/contact-us/staff-directory/local-parks-staff
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/contact-us/staff-directory/local-parks-staff
https://tpwd-recgrants.fluidreview.com/

