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COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS –
WCAD RESPONSE



Governor & 
Comptroller 
Requests 
from 
Appraisal 
Districts

Ability to utilize 2019 

certified values for 

2020 appraisal notices 

to mitigate increases in 

protest levels during a 

time where offices are 

closed and having 

visitors would be 

disastrous to the 

pandemic in Texas

Lowering the level of 

appraisal required in 

the Property Value 

Study to the 

international standard 

of 90%-110% instead 

of the 95-105% 

required by current 

statute.  Allowing for 

more conservative 

values to mitigate 

increases in protest 

levels with no harm in 

state funding for 

schools

While the governor’s and the 

comptroller’s staffs 

considered and researched 

these two proposals, they 

concluded that such 

measures would require 

legislative action and could 

not be implemented by any 

one state official, state 

agency, or individual chief 

appraiser.

Additional requests are 

being made to the 

Governor’s office to 

assist appraisal 

districts in using social 

distancing during 

protest seasons while 

also increasing 

efficiency

1-person ARB Panels

Telephone or Online ARB 

hearings

Others



Attorney 
General 

Request –
11.35 

Exemption for 
Property 

Damaged in a 
Disaster 

■ Hurricane Harvey Disaster Bill – Does this apply to COVID-19 
Statewide Disaster?

– Levels 1-4 of disaster exemption 15%, 30%, 60%, 
100%

– All but level 1 clearly state physical damage to the 
property

– Level 1 damage means the property “suffered 
minimal damage and may continue to be used as 
intended.” Levels II-IV are more explicit in their 
descriptions of damage to the property itself. Tex. Tax
Code Ann. § 11.35. 

■ Per Peter Smith (Attorney for Dallas CAD) Unless the Texas 
Attorney General concludes that the statute may include 
economic damage caused by Covid-19, or if the Governor 
suspends portions of the statute which limits the type of 
damages to physical damages the exemption will not apply 
absent physical damages.

■ AG opinion request filed by Sen. Bettencourt (Houston) last 
week

■ Representative Shine (Bell County) co-author of the bill wrote 
AG and indicated the intent and his thought is that the bill 
does not apply

■ An AG determination will help appraisal districts know whether 
to approve or deny exemption applications



WCAD –
Appraisal 

Level for 2020 
appraisals

■ Considering the failed effort to obtain 

assistance on valuations from State officials 

WCAD looked within the current statute 

requirements for answers

■ 2020 is a Property Value Study (PVS) year for 

WCAD.  Current statute requires appraisal 

levels to be 95-105% of market value and the 

Comptroller audits appraisal districts for 

compliance 

■ In hopes of mitigating protest level increases 

during this pandemic and minimize social 

interaction.  WCAD conferred with the Board of 

Directors to determine a solution that would 

stay within the appraisal levels required and 

mitigate increased protest levels

– The decision was made to send 

conservative valuations at the lower end 

of the range allowed within the PVS



Appraisal notice 
notifications



NOTICE FORM 
ADDITIONS



SB2 -TAX RATE 
WEBSITE

http://Williamsonpropertytaxes.org

http://williamsonpropertytaxes.org/


Williamsonpropertytaxes.org









WCAD APPRAISAL DATA 
2020

Follow along with your specific data on page 30-40 of the information 

emailed to you this morning




























