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THE STATE OF TEXAS §

THE COUNTY OF TRAVIS §

CONTRACT FOR MITIGATION SERVICES

THIS CONTRACT is made by and between the State of Texas, acting by and through the Texas
Department of Transportation, hereinafter called the STATE, and Williamson County Conservation
Foundation, hereinafter called the MITIGATOR.

WHEREAS, Transportation Code, Chapter 201, Section 201.617 (a)(3) , authorizes the STATE to
enter into a contract with any PUBLIC or PRIVATE ENTITY for the management of property owned
by the department and used for mitigation purposes; and,

WHEREAS, the MITIGATOR acquired 30 acres of property known as the Chaos Cave Preserve
(Preserve) on behalf of the STATE, located in Williamson County, identified as Exhibit B and attached
to this contract, for the purpose of mitigating environmental impacts from the construction of TxDOT
projects; and,

WHEREAS, the STATE has preserved and managed Big Oak Cave located in Williamson County,
identified as Exhibit C and attached to this contract, for the purpose of mitigating environmental
impacts from the construction of TxDOT projects; and,

WHEREAS, the primary purpose of the Chaos Cave Preserve and Big Oak Cave is to protect the
species Rhadine persephone (Tooth Cave Ground Beetle) and Texella reyesi (Bone Cave
Harvestman) and its habitat under the terms and restrictions outlined in the March 2004 Karst
Conservation Summary Report for US 183A, identified as Exhibit 0 and attached to this contract; and
February 2003 SH 45 Karst Conservation Summary Report, identified as Exhibit E, and attached to
this contract; and,

WHEREAS, the STATE would like to convey long-term Chaos Cave Preserve and Big Oak Cave
management and maintenance responsibility to the MITIGATOR to help achieve the goals of a
comprehensive regional habitat conservation plan for Williamson County.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises, mutual covenants and agreements of the
parties to be performed as hereinafter set forth, the STATE and the MITIGATOR do mutually agree
as follows.

I. STATEMENT OF SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED: the MITIGATOR and the STATE will
undertake and carry out scope of services described in Exhibit A.

II. CONTRACT PAYMENT: No funds are involved.

III. TERM OF CONTRACT: This contract begins when fully executed by both parties and shall
terminate, when the United States Fish and Wildlife Service states that the recovery goals for
the above species are met and they are delisted from the Threatened and Endangered
Species list.

VI. INCORPORATION OF PROVISIONS: Exhibits A - E are attached and incorporated into
this contract as if fully set forth herein.
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V, AUDIT: The state auditor may conduct an audit or investigation of any entity receiving funds
from the state directly under the contract or indirectly through a subcontract under the
contract. Acceptance of funds directly under the contract or indirectly through a subcontract
under this contract acts as acceptance of the authority of the state auditor, under the
direction of the legislative audit committee, to conduct an audit or investigation in connection
with those funds, An entity that is the subject of an audit or investigation must provide the
state auditor with access to any information the state auditor considers relevant to the
investigation or audit. An entity that is the subject of an audit or investigation must provide
the state auditor with access to any information the state auditor considers relevant to the
investigation or audit.

SIGNATORY WARRANTY: The signatories to this contract warrant that each has the authority to
enter into this contract on behalf of the party represented,

THE STATE OF TEXAS

NAME OF AGENCY

BY
AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

DATE DATE

THE MITAGATOR

UTH IZED SIGNATURE

7--q /09
TYPED OR PRINTED NAME AND TITLE TYPED OR PRINTED NAME AND TITLE
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Contract for Mitigation Services

EXHIBIT A

Contract Number _

Scope of Services to Be Provided By
the MITIGATOR and the STATE

Williamson County Conservation Foundation (WCCF) will be responsible for the long-term
management and maintenance of the Chaos Cave Preserve and the Big Oak Cave per the terms
and restrictions outlined in the Karst Conservation Summary Report for US 183A.

The MITIGATOR shall:

(i) preserve and protect the natural, scenic, open space, and ecological features of the Chaos
Cave Preserve and Big Oak Cave.

(ii) beginning in 2008, provide funding and on-going mitigation management consistent with the
SH 45 Karst Conservation Summary Report and Karst Conservation Summary Report for US
183A, and submit to TxDOT bi-annual reports evidencing compliance with such
management responsibilities. Such responsibilities include, but are not limited, to biological
surveys, cave cricket and mammal surveys, vegetation monitoring, fire ant and routine
maintenance, and adaptive management if needed.

(iii) prevent any use of the Preserve that would significantly impair or interfere with the natural,
scenic, open space, and ecological features of the Preserve.

Legal surface control of the 30-acre Chaos Cave Preserve shall remain assigned to Williamson
County Conservation Foundation for long-term management and maintenance per the terms and
restrictions outlined in the SH 45 Karst Conservation Summary Report.

The STATE shall:

(i) have legal surface control of the Big Oak Cave and shall remain assigned to TxDOT; however,
the MITIGATOR will be responsible for the long-term management and maintenance of the
cave per the terms and restrictions outlined in the Karst Conservation Summary Report for US
183A.
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The following Exhibits were not included in the background document

Exhibit 8 - Maps - Chaos Cave Preserve

Exhibit C - Maps - Big Oak Cave

Exhibit 0 - March 2004 Karst Conservation Summary Report for US 183A

Exhibit E - February 2003 Karst Conservation Summary Report for SH 45
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EXHIBIT B

Maps - Chaos Cave Preserve
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Maps - Big Oak Cave
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March 2004 Karst Conservation
Summary Report for US 183A
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I Texas Department of Transportation
1421 WELLS BRANCH PARKWAY, BLDG. 1, SUITE 107 PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660 (512) 225-1300

March 8, 2004

Robert T. Pine
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200
Austin, Texas 78758

Reference: US 183A Karst Conservation Summary Report

Dear Mr. Pine:

The Austin District of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is pleased to
submit the final Karst Conservation Summary Report (attached) in accordance with item
1 under the terms and conditions of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (the Service's)
Biological Opinion dated May 1, 2001. The report has been revised in response to the
Service's comments transmitted by letter dated October 20, 2003, and ensuing verbal
comments from your office on February 5, 2003.

TxDOT requests the Service's prompt review and approval of the report to ensure
effective stewardship of affected endangered species habitats associated with the US
183A project. Please contact me at (512) 225-1346 with any comments or questions
regarding the report. We look forward to continuing our partnership with the Service to
foster endangered species conservation throughout central Texas.

Sincerely,

p~---
Jon Geiselbrecht
Austin District
Turnpike Environmental Coordinator

Attachment

cc: Timothy J. Weight, P.E., Austin District
Jim Travis, Federal Highway Administration
Nader Bokaie, P.E., PBS&J

An Eaual OPPortunity Emplover
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u.s. Highway 183 Alternate
From RM 620 to Three Miles North of the City of Leander

Williamson County

Karst Conservation Summary Report

1.0 PROJECf SUMMARY

1.1 Background

In May 2001, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Texas Turnpike
Authority Division of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) completed work
on an environmental impact statement (ElS) for proposed u.s. Highway 183 Alternate
(US 183A) in Williamson County, Texas. The limits of the us 183A project presented in
the EIS extend from the intersection of existing Ranch-to-Market Road (RM) 620, just
west of u.s. Highway 183, to existing US 183 approximately 3 miles north of the city of
Leander in Williamson County - a distance of approximately 12 miles. In July 200t
FHWA issued a record of decision completing the environmental study and public
involvement phase of project development.

The US 183A project was developed in accordance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for
Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 CPR 1500-1508), FHWA
Environmental Impact and Related Procedures (23 CPR Part 771), Texas TurnPike
Authority Environmental Review and Public Involvement Rules (43 TAC Chapter 52), and
other related federal and state requirements including Section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended.

1.2 Consultation Summary

In November 2000, FHWA and TxDOT prepared a biological assessment (1) describing
the proposed US 183A project; (2) discussing the biology and distribution of federally
protected species in the project vicinity that are afforded protection under the ESA; and (3)
determining the potential effect of the proposed project on ESA protected species. On
November 28, 2000, FHWA transmitted the project's biological assessment to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (the "Service") by letter and requested initiation of formal
consultation under Section 7 of the ESA. Formal consultation was initiated on
December 22, 2000.

Although Williamson County is home to a number of protected species, only two - the
Tooth Cave ground beetle (Rhadine persephone) and the golden-cheeked warbler
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(De/ldroica clzrysoparia) - were determined to be potentially impacted by the proposed
action. Only the karst-dwelling Tooth Cave ground beetle is addressed in this report.

On May 1.2001. the Service issued a final biological opinion (BO) to FHWA and TxDOT
for the proposed US 183A project. A major component of the BO is the Incidental Take
Statement (the "Statement") which allows incidental take (i.e.. harm. harassment.
wounding. killing. etc. incidental to the otherwise lawful implementation of the proposed
action) of endangered species under terms of the ESA. provided such taking is in
compliance with the terms and conditions of the Statement. The Service modified its BO
by letter dated November 6. 2001. to adjust the estimated incidental take and subsequent
mitigation measures of golden-cheeked warbler habitat identified in the BO.

In its BO. the Service determined that impacts to the Tooth Cave ground beetle would be
in the form of direct take of Jug Cave. a small. poor quality cave within the footprint of the
proposed highway. and indirect take of Big Oak Cave and Raccoon Cave. Big Oak Cave
is considered a medium quality cave due to its proximity to existing US 183. It lies within
150 feet of the proposed frontage roads of the project and impacts to individuals of the
species occupying the cave are expected to be severe. Raccoon Cave. also a medium
quality cave. lies approximately 350 feet from the proposed frontage roads of US 183A.
Impacts to Raccoon Cave. already impacted by development and relatively distant from the
project. were considered to be minor.

1.3 Avoidance Measures

In its biological assessment. TxDOT proposed a plan to avoid direct take of the Tooth
Cave ground beetle in Big Oak Cave by splitting the travel laves of US 183A. leaving an
undisturbed area in the central median to include Big Oak Cave and most of its probable
subsurface hydrologic basin. Due to the likelihood that detrimental effects to this
population of Tooth Cave ground beetles may still occur. TxDOT also proposed a plan to
biologically monitor Big Oak Cave. The monitoring program is discussed in Section 3.0.

1.4 Reasonable and Prudent Measures

To reduce effects of the take of Jug Cave (direct) and Big Oak Cave (indirect) on the
species. the Service required FHWAffxDOT to establish one or more high quality karst
preserves with at least two distinct caves known to contain the Tooth Cave ground beetle.
In accordance with Reasonable and Prudent Measure 1 of the BO, the karst preserve(s)
should total 70 to 100 acres of land with occupied caves no less than 150 meters (492 feet)
from urban areas. The BO further required FHWAffxDOT to develop a karst preserve
plan prior to any construction activities on US 183A. The karst preserve plan should detail
those actions associated with preserve acquisition, including responsible parties. time
frames and funding mechanisms. The plan should incorporate the best science available on
preserve design.
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The BO also required FHWAffxDOT to develop a karst preserve management plan prior
to any constn1ction activities on US 183A within karst zones 1 or2. Karst zones 1 and 2
are geographic areas delineated by George Veni & Associates (1992) that are known to
contain or likely to contain endangered cave species. The management plan should
describe FHWA!TxDOT's long-term management and monitoring commitments for the
duration of operation of the US 183A facility. The karst preserve plan should detail those
actions associated with preserve management, including responsible parties, time frames
and funding mechanisms. The plan should incorporate the best science available on
preserve design.

The Discovery Well Preserve Management Plan (Section 4.0) incorporates both of the
above aspects of FHWAtrxDOT's karst preserve commitments, documenting
FHWAtrxDOT's compliance with the terms and conditions of the BO relating to the
establishment of a karst preserve.

2.0 TOOTH CAVE GROUND BEETLE

2.1 Species Description

The Tooth Cave ground beetle is a reddish-brown moderately robust beetle, approximately
0.3 inch in length at maturity. It is the largest and most active of the Austin-area
endangered karst invertebrates, tending to be more active during the winter months unlike
most other cave invertebrates. The Tooth Cave ground beetle is considered troglobitic,
meaning it completes its entire life cycle underground and has either small or absent eyes.
Thus the Tooth Cave ground beetle's continued existence is dependent upon the ecological
stability of the karst environment in which it is found.

Like the closely related and sympatric species Rhadine subtemmea, the Tooth Cave
ground beetle is usually found under rocks but can be seen walking on damp rock covered
with silt. Because little is known about the Tooth Cave ground beetle's life history, its
habits are thought to mitTor those of R. subte"anea which has been observed feeding on
cave cricket (and possibly other cave invertebrate) eggs and parts but not other organic
materials such as feces, leaf litter or fungi.

The primary threat· to the Tooth Cave ground beetle is loss of habitat due to encroaching
urban development, as the species' range is restricted to rapidly developing regions of
Travis and Williamson Counties. Other factors that threaten karst invertebrate survival
include groundwater contamination, damage to the macrohabitat due to human visitation,
and fire ant predation.

A more detailed description of the Tooth Cave ground beetle and its habitat requirements
can be found in the Biological Opinion for Proposed US 183A (USFWS, 2001) or in the
Recovery Plan for the Endangered Karst Invertebrates in Travis and Williamson Counties,
Texas (USFWS, 1994).
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2.2 Endangered Species Recovery Criteria

The recovery plan for seven endangered karst invertebrate$.:including the Tooth Cave
ground beetle, calls for the protection, in perpetuity, of at least three karst fauna areas
(KFAs) (if at least three exist) within each karst fauna region (KFR) in the species' range
(USFWS, 1994). A KFA is defined as uan area known to support one or more locations
with a protected species and is distinct in that it acts as a system that is separated from
other karst fauna areas by geologic and hydrologic features and/or processes that create
barriers to the movement of water, contaminants, and troglobitic fauna." The purpose of
protecting at least three KFAs is to provide a margin of safety against any unanticipated
catastrophic event(s) which could lead to the extinction of the protected species within one

. or more KFAs.

A protected KFA is one containing sufficient contiguous karst and surface area to maintain
the karst ecosystem's integrity. The size and configuration must adequately maintain
moist, humid conditions, air flow, and stable air temperatures. Additionally, it must
maintain an adequate nutrient supply, prevent or control the invasion of exotic species
(e.g., fire ants), and allow the movement of karst fauna and nutrients through the interstitial
space between karst features (USFWS, 1994). It must also offer protection against
contamination of the surface and groundwater entering the karst ecosystem.

The Tooth Cave ground beetle is known to occur in two KFRs, Cedar Park and Jollyville
Plateau. each with more than three KFAs known to support the species. The Testudo Tube
and Buttercup Creek preserves, provide some proteCtion to a portion of the Buttercup
Creek KFA in the Cedar Park KFR. The Discovery Well tract may be part of this K.FA,
but not enough infonnation exists to make such a detennination (USFWS, 2001). The
other two KFAs in this region are both located on the Lime Creek Preserve. Four
preserves within the Jollyville Plateau KFR serve to protect the Tooth Cave ground beetle.
Existing preserves in the Jollyville Plateau KFR must be further evaluated to determine the
adequacy of protections to achieve downIisting of the species.

3.0 BIG OAK CAVE MONITORING

During investigations for the US 183A project, Big Oak: Cave was biologically surveyed
and found to support a population of the Tooth Cave ground beetle (Veni, 1997). To avoid
direct take of the individuals in the cave, Big Oak Cave will remain within the center
median of the travel lanes of US 183A approximately 5000 feet north of the intersection of
US 183 and RM 620 (Figure 1). The median will be 0.5 mile long with a maximum width
of 225 feet for a total area of 10 acres.

As mentioned above (Section 1.2). the entrance of Big Oak Cave is within 150 feet of the
proposed travel lanes of US 183A. The existing US 183 right-of-way at this location will
be widened to accommodate the split travel lanes and a wide center median; thus the cave
and its surface and subsurface hydrologic basins are entirely within the PrOposed right-of­
way, albeit within the median. Pavement for the proposed southbound travel lanes will
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extend to the existing edge of right-of-way. The cave's footprint and surface drainage
basin are outside of the existing US 183 right-of-way and will not be directly affected by
construction of the proposed US 183A project. Currently, approximately 107 square feet
(0.2%) of Big Oak Cave's probable subsurface drainage basin is covered by impervious
layers. The proposed project will affect up to approximately 1,728 square feet (4.0%) of
the cave's probable subsurface hydrologic basin. The probable subsurface hydrologic
basin was roughly mapped by GVA (1997) to include a I-acre area surrounding the mouth
of Big Oak Cave.

Long-term impacts of roadway development and operation on cave species within 150
meters (492 feet) are unknown. Indirect effects on populations of cave species are
expected in these situations due to alterations to hydrology and degradation of surface
water quality. Thus effects of roadway construction and operation will be monitored at
Big Oak Cave over a ten-year period to research the effects of proximal roadway
construction and operation on endangered cave species.

Biological monitoring of Big Oak Cave will be performed as described below in Section
4.4.1. Monitoring will be performed annually for the first four years following approval of
this plan. This period will cover the construction of the portion of US 183A adjacent to the
cave on both the east and west. The remaining survey period will consist of three
biological surveys at two-year intervals. This second phase of monitoring will coincide
with the first six years of operation of this portion of the highway. If after completing the
third annual biological survey, no troglobite biota are observed or collected from Big Oak
Cave, the monitoring program may be terminated.

The results of monitoring within Big Oak Cave wi II be compared to the results of
biological monitoring on Discovery Well Preserve, where species caves are further
removed from the effects of construction and development. The value of such comparison
is to evaluate the effect of proximal construction and roadway operation on the karst
ecosystem.

TxDOT will install a data logger to continually monitor temperature and relative humidity
within Big Oak Cave. Data from the data logger will be downloaded quarterly.

During construction, the IO-acre median will be surveyed during the spring and fall for fire
ants per the methodology presented in Section 4.4.6, below. Upon completion of
construction, the cave entrance will be evaluated for fire ants within a 164-foot radius at
l\vo-year intervals to coincide with the biological surveys. Red imported fire ant mounds
will be treated following each survey according to approved methods outlined in this
report.

The entrance to Big Oak Cave will be gated by an experienced professional approved by
the Service. The gate will allow for the access of small mammals and other nutrient input,
while precluding the unintentional loss of individuals of the species by or injury to
unauthorized visitors.
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Monitoring results and any management activities perfonned within the 10-acre Big Oak
Cave tract will be included in the Discovery Well annual report.

3.1 Geology and Hydrogeology

The Walnut Limestone Fonnation outcrops across the entire l06-acre preserve tract. This
Cretaceous age fonnation consists of three separate members that have been observed and
documented in area cave studies: Cedar Park, Bee Cave, and Bull Creek. Exposed at
ground surface level is the Cedar Park limestone member with an average thickness of 35
to 40 feet. The Cedar Park is underlain by the Bee Cave member (also 35 to 40 feet thick),
which is underlain by the Bull Creek member (40 to 45 feet thick). The Walnut formation
is underlain by the Upper Olen Rose Limestone.

Miocene age faulting has resulted in a highly fractured and cavernous Walnut Limestone.
This faulting, regionally identified as the Cedar Park Fault Series (five faults in series), is
the primary structural condition and origin for cave development within the Cedar Park
area. This fault series is associated with the Balcones Fault Trend, but occurs in isolation
west of the Mount Bonnell Fault and along the margin edge of the Northern Edwards
Plateau. The Cedar Park faults extend southward beyond the plateau edge into the deeply
eroded and incised Colorado River Drainage Basin and point of Lake Travis.

Past studies have shown that the Buttercup Creek cave system is a network of
inteJconnected caves. Subsulface explorations have yielded physical connections between
caves in some cases; however, groundwater movement between caves has been
inconclusive. During area cave studies in the late 19905, the R-Bar-B Ranch Spring along
Cypress Creek was suspected to function as a resurgence (discharge) point for the
Buttercup Creek cave system. A dye tracing study was conducted in 1997 in an attempt to
confirm if ground water moves through the Buttercup Creek cave system. Marigold Cave
and Whitewater Cave were selected for this dye-tracing study. Marigold Cave was
selected because it has a deeply formed, dynamic flowing stream and is located over a
fault. Whitewater Cave, located approximately 4,600 feet to the west, was selected for its
distance from a fault and its slowly-moving groundwater conduit.. In this study, all
potential area springs outside the cave system were monitored for the detection of the dye
injected into the system. The study confinned that the R-Bar-B Ranch spring was the only
known point of resurgence (discharge) for the Buttercup Creek cave system. Dye flushes
at the R-Bar-B Ranch spring occurred at separate times approximately one week apart.
This delay in dye detection illustrates that the flow from Marigold Cave was a direct
southward path along the base of the fault, while the flow from Whitewater Cave was a
much slower indirect path. The study revealed that the dye flowed along a conduit via
Hideaway Cave prior to discharging at the spring. The results of the study implied that
ground water does move through the Buttercup Creek cave system.

While the dye tracing study was limited to two caves, these results and previous cave
studies suggest that others in the system may also be hydraulically connected. Subsurface
explorations indicate that the Discovery Well preserve and the Testudo Tube preserve are
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connected to the Buttercup Creek System. The Discovery Well cave complex, which
consists of Discovery Well, Hunters Lane, and Uncorked Caves has fanned along a
structurallinament that connects to Buttercup Creek Cave system. Observations of ground
water flow at separate locations along the pathway strongly suggests a common
groundwater conduit. The Grassy Grove Sink and Hole-in-the-Draw Cave are in this
alignment path and may also be connected. Lime Creek Sink, Persimmon Well Cave, Zig
Zag Cave, and Jumbled Rocks Cave are likely connected to Testudo Tube Cave via a
common groundwater conduit. The caves are considered to be the westernmost entrances
to this branch of Buttercup Creek Cave. Testudo Tube cave is directly connected to
Buttercup Creek Cave via Buttercup Drain Cave. The connection point within Buttercup
Creek Cave would be the Briar Patch passage.

4.0 DISCOVERY WELL PRESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

The loss of endangered cave species populations due to filling or collapsing caves for
development is permanent. Thus the preservation, in perpetuity, of intact karst systems is
essential to the species' survival. To ensure the longevity of a preserved karst system and
its inhabitants, a preserve management plan has been developed to monitor the status of
endangered species populations and their habitat; to account for and respond to unforeseen,
detrimental circumstances; and to maintain the preserve's integrity.

Although this preserve is located approximately 3 miles from the proposed US 183A
project, the karst preserve must be acquired and the management plan approved by the
Service prior to the commencement of construction related to the US 183A project within
karst zones 1 or 2. This section describes the conditions for establishment and
management of the Discovery Well Preserve.

4.1 Goals of the Management Plan

This management plan describes in detail all of the necessary actions associated with the
acquisition, management (including adaptive management), and monitoring ofa karst
preserve, in perpetuity, including responsible parties, time frames, and funding
mechanisms.

The implementation of the management plan for the Discovery Well Preserve is intended
to be a long-term, dynamic undertaking. To provide a foundation for the management
measures and to construct a framework for measuring success of the plan, the following
goals have been developed.

The goals of the management plan are:

• Provide for the conservation and, if needed, enhancement of the karst
ecosystem within the Discovery Well Preserve,

• Implement and integrate management measures (including adaptive
management) for the protection of the Tooth Cave ground beetle,
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• Monitor the Tooth Cave ground beetle population on the preserve, and
• Establish a maintenance plan for the management of the Discovery Well

Preserve in perpetuity.

These goals are intended to fulfill the terms and conditions relating to the karst preserve in
the Service's BO for US 183A. A description of the terms and conditions relating to the
creation of this karst preserve can be found in the Biological Opinion.

4.2 Plan Administration

Resp0rlsible Party: Texas Departmcnt of Transportation. Transfer of ownership and/or
administration of the Discovery Well Preserve from TxDOT to another entity may be done
only with the approval of the Service.

Acquisiriorl: Fee Simple

Time Frames: Acquisition of the Discovery Well Preserve property was completed in
July 2003. Approval of the managemcnt plan will occur prior to the initiation of
construction of US 183A. The management activities of the preserve arc outlined in the
following discussion. The initial phase (Phase I) will begin with the approval of this
management plan by the Servicc and will last through delivery of the first annual
monitoring report. This phase will includc complete baseline studies (except as described
below) and the development of recommended management measures. The next phase
(phase 2) will include implementation of management measures. The final phase
(phase 3) will be characterized by less intensive management than earlier phases.
Adaptive management may be implemented at any point during Phase 1,2 or 3 and must
be agreed upon by both the Service and FHWAfrxDOT or any future conservator of the
preserve. Table 1 shows the timeline for the implementation of management activities.

Reportirlg: A status report will be prepared by TxDOT annually beginning in March 2005,
until the management and/or ownership of the preserve is transferred to a different entity,
at which time the new managing entity will prepare the annual reports. A March reporting
date will allow for the results of biological surveys (performed in late fall/winter) to be
included in the report. Annual reporting will continue for 30 years unless a change is
approved by the Service.

Ftmding: TxDOT will be responsible for costs associated with the management of
Discovery Well Preserve as long as the preserve is under TxDOT ownership. Any transfer
of ownership will be subject to Service approval and be contingent upon the receiving
entity assuming responsibility for the requirements of the management plan and providing
funds for any outstanding obligations as well as future management.
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Table 1

DISCOVERY WELL PRESERVE
MANAGEMENT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 (ongoing)

Activity 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Biological Survey A* A* A A A ... A A

Detailed Preserve AMap
Fence Preserve ABoundary
Access Restriction AEvaluation
Access Restriction A AImplementation
cave Cricket A** A** A** A A ASurvey

Mammal Survey A ... A A A

Vegetation Survey
- Initial Site A
Assessment
Vegetation
Management - A
Recommendations
Vegetation
Management - A
Implementation
Vegetation

A A AMonltarino
Rre Ant Survey A** A** AU A** A** A** A" A*- A** A**
Fire Ant As neededManagement
Routine A*** A*** A*** A *** A *** A**- A*" A**· A*** A ***Maintenance
Adaptive AsneedsdManaaement

Annual Report A A A A A A A A A A

• Biological surveys of potential habitat caves will be performed twice per year for two years following Initial discovery.
•- These surveys will be performed twice per year as described In the management plan•
•-. Routine maintenance will be performed monthly.

!l. .\
<~.:.o4~_ ':4.'

US 183A Karst Conservation Summary Report 9



4.3 Discovery Well Preserve Description

FHWAffxDOT purchased the approximately l06-acre Discovery Well Preserve in
July 2003 specifically for the purpose of establishing a karst preserve to partially fulfill the
reasonable and prudent measures recommended by the Service for impacts to Tooth Cave
ground beetles that may be associated with the construction and operation of US 183A. In
satisfying the requirements for a preserve as outlined in the Service's BO, the value of the
Discovery Well Preserve tract is enhanced by its contiguity with other preserved cave
tracts to the north and west.

4.3.1 Preserve Location

Discovery Well Preserve is located adjacent to and east of existing Lime Creek Road in
southern Williamson County, Texas. The City of Cedar Park plans to extend Anderson
Mill Road along the southern and western boundaries of Discovery Well Preserve
(replacing a portion of Lime Creek Road). A section of the Buttercup Creek subdivision
bounds the northernmost edge of the preserve, and the Ranch at Cypress Creek subdivision
is located along the western boundary.

Discovery Well Preserve will contribute to the comprehensive system of preserves located
to its north and west. The Testudo Tube Cave Preserve (owned and managed by the City
of Austin as a part of the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP» and preserve areas within
the Buttercup Creek subdivision lie to the north. Lime Creek Preserve, also owned and
managed by the City of Austin as a part of the BCP, is west of Discovery Well Preserve
along existing Lime Creek Road. The Baker Preserve, owned and managed by the Travis
Audubon Society lies to the south of Lime Creek Preserve. The limitsnocation of
Discovery Well Preserve are shown in Figure 2.

4.3.2 Habitat Description

The 106-acre Discovery Well Preserve is characterized by live oak, post oak, and cedar
elm savannah. Previous owners of the tract actively managed the tract to remove all Ashe
juniper, presumably for livestock grazing, distinguishing it from adjacent preserve tracts
which maintain a juniper-oak woodland composition conducive to golden-cheeked warbler
habitation.

Caves found on the Discovery Well Preserve may be part of the Buttercup Creek KFA and,
thus, ultimately hydrologically connected to those in the preserves of the Buttercup Creek
subdivision and Testudo Tube Preserve to the north (USFWS, 2001). Oeologically, the
Walnut Limestone Formation, Cedar Park member, is exposed at the sutface and is faulted
by the Cedar Park Fault Series which is the primary mechanism for karst development in
the Buttercup Creek KFA (Mike Wanon & Associates, 2001).

Ten caves exist within the preserve's boundaries. Of these, one is known to support the
Tooth Cave ground beetle and three others are considered potential habitat for the
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endangered beetle. The Tooth Cave ground beetle was confirmed in Discovery Well Cave
in January 2002 by James Reddell and Marcelino Reyes (Reddell, 2002). The
hydrologically connected, but distinct, caves known as Hunters Lane Cave and Uncorked
Cave are considered likely habitat for the beetle and should be considered as important for
the species' survival (Reddell, 2002). This cluster of caves is located approximately
570 feet (173 meters) at its closest point from the Ranch at Cypress Creek subdivision to
the east. Persimmon Well Cave in the western portion of the preserve is another potential
habitat cave located approximately 359 feet (109 meters) at its closest point from the
proposed Anderson Mill Road extension. An unconfirmed specimen of the Tooth Cave
ground beetle was collected from this cave by Horizon Environmental prior to 2002
(Reddell, 2002). Although only one cave has been verified as endangered species habitat
and Persimmon Well Cave, a potential habitat cave, is located less than 150 meters from a
roadway, in a letter dated February 21, 2003, the Service confirmed that the Discovery
Well Preserve tract meets the intent of the BO's reasonable and prudent measures
regarding preserve selection. A detailed assessment of previous investigations of the
mitigation property can be found in the attached reports by Mike Warton & Associates
(Appendix A).

In addition to the Tooth Cave ground beetle, the preserve supports a relatively diverse
assemblage of troglobite fauna. Of special note are a couple of little-known trogJobitic
species, a salamander (Eurycea sp.) and a ground beetle (Rhadine sp.). According to
Reddell (pers. comm.), the salamander was observed to be slightly larger and more cave­
adapted than the Jollyville Plateau salamander; however a specimen was not collected.
This salamander was found in Hunter's Lane Cave. The ground beetle is a currently
undescribed species of the same genus as the Tooth Cave ground beetle. According to
Reddell (pers. comm.), this species appears to be sympatric with the Tooth Cave ground
beetle, although it seems to be restricted to the Cedar Park area. It was found in Discovery
Well and Persimmon Well Caves on the preserve.

The original preserve size was reduced from 119.69 acres to the current 105.99 acres to
accommodate the construction of Anderson Mill Road. One cave, Yawning Entrance
Cave, will be filled in conjunction with Anderson Mill Road construction. This cave is not
considered to have potential habitat for the Tooth Cave ground beetle. TxDOT is
committed to working with Williamson County, Travis County, and the City of Cedar Park
to minimize effects of that project on the preserve's karst system.

4.4 Presene Management

4.4.1 Karst Investigations

The previous owner of the Discovery Well Preserve tract contracted Mike Warton &
Associates from 2001 to 2002 to investigate the property to identify karst features and
associated setbacks for potential residential development of the tract. These efforts
identified ten caves within the boundaries of the preserve in addition to one cave within the
alignment of the Anderson Mill Road Extension. One cave t Discovery Well Cave, was
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found to support the Tooth Cave ground beetle, and three others, Hunters Lane, Uncorked
and Persimmon Well Caves, were deemed potential habitat, warranting further
investigation of the caves. The locations of all karst features identified on the preserve, as
well as any newly discovered features, will be verified andlor resurveyed, including GPS
coordinates, during Phase 2 as part of the preparation of a detailed map of the preserve
tract.

As part of Phase 1 of this management plan, all four caves with known or potential
endangered species habitat will be biologically surveyed by a qualified professional
holding, to the extent required by current law or policy, a valid Endangered Species Act
section 10(a) permit. Biological surveys in caves with potential habitat will be surveyed
twice per year for two years. If listed species are not documented, then TxDOT may
decide, with Service concurrence, whether additional surveys are needed based on the
species found, habitat conditions observed and the environmental conditions occurring
during survey efforts. Biological surveys in occupied caves will continue annually through
Phase 2 with special attention paid to any effects related to nearby urban development.
Annual biological surveys will continue for a minimum of two years into Phase 3, at which
time surveys for the protected species will occur every third year unless the Service
approves less frequent surveying.

Surveys for protected species will always be performed at the same time of year (within 30
days). Because low oxygen concentrations exist in many of the caves on the preserve
during hot weather and the Tooth Cave ground beetle appears to be more active during the
late fall and winter months and early spring, biological surveys in occupied caves will be
performed between November and January andlor April. A number of set sampling
stations for repeated surveying should be established within each cave and delineated on
each respective cave's map. To constantly monitor temperature and relative humidity, data
loggers will be installed within one cave in the Discovery Well complex and in each
additional cave (outside of the complex) found to contain protected species.

Monitoring in all caves with protected species will include. but not be limited to:

1. all vertebrates and invertebrates, alive or dead, including all troglobites,
troglophiles, trogloxenes, and accidental species;

2. quantities for each species (approximations may be made for very abundant
species);

3. microhabitat descriptions and locations (maps and descriptions) within the cave
of each protected species;

4. types (identified as specifically as possible) and approximate quantities of other
organic matter including leaf litter, fungus, feces, bones;

5. signs of mammal or other trogloxene or accidental vertebrates (e.g., scratch
marks, middens, nesting materials, shed skins); and

6. temperature and humidity within the cave at the time of the survey; and
7. presence of standing or flowing water.

US 183A Karst Conservation Summary Report 12



Downloading of data logger data will occur during biological monitoring and cave cricket
counts. Sampling of endangered species will be perfonned visually. No collecting of
individuals of listed species should occur unless specifically authorized by the Service.
Results will be included in the annual report.

4.4.2 Access Restriction

Vandalism and damage by novice cavers is a common cause of karst habitat degradation in
urban settings. Because Discovery Well Preserve is located in a suburban setting, access
restriction must be evaluated to reduce the threat of damage or injury to the protected
species and their habitat as well as that of unauthorized visitors. Authorized access will be
limited to FHWAlfxDOT's or any future conservator's representatives and researchers
approved by the Service.

All caves on the preserve will be evaluated by a qualified karst geologist during Phase 1
for the necessity of access restriction measures. Access restriction may be accomplished
by gating and locking the cave entrance or by fencing around the cave openings, or clusters
of openings. Openings that allow the passage of small to medium-sized vertebrates, while
excluding human visitors, will be incorporated into fence or gate design.
Recommendations will be discussed with the Service for concurrence prior to installation
of any access restriction measures. Installation of the access restriction measures will
occur during Phase 2. If access to the cave appears to be a threat to the species or its
habitat or a danger to public safety in the future, access restriction measures may be
reevaluated at that time. Furthermore, if the Service recommends that additional access
restrictions (cave gating or fencing) are necessary, TxDOT will implement access
restriction measures within an apPropriate timeframe upon which TxDOT and the Service
agree.

At this time, caves that are proximal to neighboring residential developments have
exhibited some disturbance by unauthorized visitors. TxDOT representatives, in
coordination with the Service, have devised an initial plan to restrict access to those caves.
Upon approval of this plan, the three caves in the Discovery Well complex and Hole in the
Draw Cave win be gated within six months.

Based on previous discussions with the Service, a five-strand barbed wire fence will be
installed (or the existing fence mended, as applicable) around the preserve's perimeter.
This type of fence will allow for the migration of small to medium-sized mammals within
and among the immediate network of preserves. Signs will also be placed at several
logical entry points to deter trespassers. The sign t s wording is subject to approval by the
Service.

4.4.3 Cave Cricket Survey

Cave crickets (Ceuthophilus spp.) are known to be an especially important component of
karst ecosystems because many cave invertebrates feed on their eggs, nymphs, dead body
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parts, and feces. They typically dwell in the darkness of the cave during the day, emerging
only at night to feed. Cave crickets are considered scavengers or detritivores, feeding on
dead insects, carrion, and some fruits, although they are not known to feed on foliage.
They, along with daddy longlegs harvestmen (Leiobunum townsend'), also abundant in
most caves. are thought to be an important input of nutrients to the karst ecosystem.

Because cave crickets tend to hide within inaccessible areas of caves and may migrate to
different areas of a cave during the day or during a single survey event (particularly when
disturbed by a surveyor), cave crickets are best counted as they emerge from the cave at
dusk. Counts will begin at sunset and continue for two hours. Surveys will occur at all
three caves in the Discovery Well complex and at any caves within the preserve found to
support protected species. Cricket counts will be conducted at the same time of year
(within 30 days) during spring and/or fall (depending on the monitoring phase) and when
temperatures are between 40· F and 100· F and relative humidity is greater than 80 percent.
Care should be taken to differentiate the number of adults from the number of juveniles
during each survey period. Notations will be made regarding current weathert surface
temperature and relative humidity; recent weather events in the previous week (e.g., rain or
Jack thereof, unusual temperatures t tornadoes); and current weather trends (e.g., drought).

Cave cricket surveys will be perfonned twice per year during the first three years to
establish a sufficient baseline to which all future surveys can be compared. Cave crickets
will then be counted every third year thereafter to coincide with biological monitoring. All
results will be included in the annual report.

4.4.4 Mammal Survey

Some mammals that Provide important nutrient input into karst ecosystems are also
predators of insects and other fauna and, thus, may potentially become a threat at higher
densities. These mammals include raccoons, mice (Peromyscus spp.), opossums, and
skunks. Domestic and feral cats, dogs, rats and mice associated with residential
subdivisions may also adversely impact native animal communities.

A baseline survey for small and medium-sized mammals will be conducted during Phase 1
to establish densities of such mammals on the preserve. During Phase 2, mammal surveys
will be performed every other year by a qualified wildlife biologist. During Phase 3, the
preserve will be monitored every third year, unless the Service approves less frequent
surveying. Phase 3 surveys will be scheduled to coincide with other monitoring on a 3­
year rotation to streamline preserve management. Monitoring should occur at the same
time each year (within 30 days) and will include current weather~ surface temperature and
relative humidity; moon phase; recent weather events in the previous week (e.g., rain or
lack thereof, unusual temperatures, tornadoes); and current weather trends (e.g., drought).
Biologists will also document other field indicators of the presence and load of mammals
within the preserve.
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On a preserve of this size (106 acres) with a nearly homogenous vegetation composition,
small mammal trapping will consist of 90 trap-nights (30 traps x 3 nights) set at 30-foot
intervals in linear transects within the preserve. Medium-sized mammal trapping will be
conducted using 15 trap-nights (5 traps x 3 nights) set randomly in suitable locations
within the preserve, with some traps placed near cave openings. Monitoring during Phases
2 and 3 will be compared to previous years' data to detect population trends and to help
detennine whether active management of mammal populations may be required.

Deer and feral hogs often occur in greater densities adjacent to suburban areas than in
undeveloped areas, due to greater availability of food. High densities of deer and feral
hogs are known to have long-term adverse effects on the abundance and distribution of tree
seedJings and saplings by increasing browsing pressure and uprooting native vegetation.
Such Pressure can cause a decrease in the recruitment of oak seedlings through intense
herbivory, causing a shift in plant and animal communities within deciduous woodland
communities.

If at any time terrestrial mammal populations are responsible for degradation of the
preserve system, appropriate management techniques in coordination with the Service may
be approved. Corrective actions should be taken promptly and in consultation with the
Service. Such management actions may include trapping or other humane mammal
population reduction methods. Due to the preserve·s proximity to residential
neighborhoods. hunting will not be allowed. The preserve will be made available for
censussing by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) or other agencies interested
in assessing deer and feral hog populations following coordination with TxDOT.

4.4.5 Vegetation Survey

Surface vegetation is important to karst habitats. Nutrient input to the subsurfacet such as
leaf litter and other organic debris that washes or falls into the cave and tree and other
vascular plant roots that extend through the cave ceiling, and associated biological activity
are closely related to surface conditions. The surface vegetation also has filtering effects
(e.g., contaminants) and buffering effects on subsurface physical conditions (temperature
and humidity) of karst habitats. The surface conditions also influence the potential for frre
ant infestation.

The open, savannah-like condition of Discovery Well Preserve is attributed to removal of
Ashe juniper by the previous landowner to enhance rangeland. The surrounding preserves
are more densely wooded, primarily live oak-juniper woodland, and are considered to be
indicative of the native condition.

Phase 1 will include a site assessment to characterize the overall vegetation community. A
species list will be developed according to structure category (canopy, subcanopy,
herbaceous layer). Pilot nested-plot techniques, add-on sample area techniques t or
comparable techniques approved by the Service, will be used to construet and examine
species-area curves to determine the sampling intensity needed. Data to be collected and
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analyzed by stratum (herb, shrub/midstory, overstory) should include species composition,
density (for shrublmidstory, overstory), dominance, importance, and percent cover of
vegetation canopy, bare ground and rockiness of surface. Non-native species and invasive
species associated with disturbance and past livestock grazing and/or current browse
pressure will also be assessed. A separate report of the survey results will be prepared
following the initial site assessment with recommendations for enhancement andlor
management of the vegetation community.

At the beginning of Phase 2, any vegetation management measures recommended in the
initial site assessment report will be implemented. Vegetation monitoring will proceed
every other year in Phase 2 following implementation of the vegetation management
measures described above. Vegetation surveys will continue every third year in Phase 3.
During Phases 2 and 3, vegetation monitoring will evaluate the effectiveness of
enhancement/management activities andlor changes from the baseline conditions. Any
adaptive management measures needed will be assessed at that time. All vegetative
assessments and monitoring will be performed by a qualified botanist. Results will be
included in the annual report.

4.4.6 Fire Ant Management

Red imported fire ants have been shown to be a key factor in karst habitat degradation.
During each phase of this plan, two intensive surveys for the presence of red imported fire
ants will be performed annually. Because fire ants do not maintain their mounds during
the summer, making them more difficult to see, but begin rebuilding them as soon as rains
and cooler temperatures return, fire ant surveys should be done in the spring and fall.
During these surveys, mound density within 164 feet of the entrance of caves or cave
complexes with protected species will be calculated to determine the level of infestation
and the effort needed to treat these mounds. Throughout the remainder of the preserve,
mounds will be counted within 20-foot wide belt transects to estimate density and
detennine effort needed for treatment, described below.

Because chemical fire ant control used near karst areas is known to detrimentally affect
non-target species, including protected species or their food sources, pesticide use is
prohibited within 164 feet of the footprint of any known karst feature. The most
commonly recommended measure for fire ant control is the application of boiling water or
steam. One to 4 gallons of boiling or near boiling water, with an optional! to 2 teaspoons
of detergent added, may be poured directly onto the mounds.

Beyond 164 feet from the footprint of any karst feature, either boiling water, steam, or
chemical baits (such as Amdro or Logic) may be used (see restrictions that follow). IT
chemical baits are used between 164 and 500 ft from a karst feature, the following
protocols must be met: (1) baits must be placed in containers appropriate to allow fire ant
access but that will allow baits to be removed at the end of the day, (2) the bait must be
placed out in mid-morning, (3) the ground must be dry, (4) the ground temperature must be
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between 700 F and 950 F, (5) there must be no rain predicted for that day, and (6) all
uneaten bait must be removed by sunset.

If chemical baits are used more than 500 ft from any karst feature, the baits may be
broadcast, but the following protocols must be met: (1) the bait must be placed out in mid­
morning, (2) the ground must be dry, (3) the ground temperature must be between 700 F
and 950 F, (4) there must be no rain predicted for that day, (5) no more than 1.5 pounds of
bait per acre may be used, and (6) broadcast baits should not be used if the presence of red­
imported fire ants has not been verified within the previous year. If there are changes to
the Service's guidelines on fire ant control in the future and the Service provides new
guidance to TxDOT, those changes will be incorporated by TxDOT. Care should be taken
to avoid misidentification of ant species and impacts to native ant species.

Fire ant treatment will be implemented within 30 days, unless fire ant mounds are detected
within 33 feet of any karst feature, in which case treatment will occur within 15 days. An
increase in the frequency of fire ant control will be required if either of the following
conditions are met during any survey: (1) fire ant densities are greater than 40 mounds per
acre, or (2) there are greater than 40 mounds within 164 feet (the approx.imate cave cricket
foraging radius) of the entrance of any karst feature that harbors the protected species or
cave crickets (Discovery Well Cave, Hole in the Draw Cave, Hunter's Lane Cave, Jumbled
Rocks Cave, Persimmon Well Cave, and Uncorked Cave). The frequency of fire ant
control must increase until the density of fire ant mounds declines below the previously
described indices.

Red imported fire ant surveys and treatments will be conducted by a qualified specialist.
During these surveys, particular attention will be paid to the preserve perimeter, especially
along road rights-of-way, residential areas, and any observed disturbed areas. Results of
these surveys will be included in the annual report.

4.4.7 Maintenance

Due to its proximity to urban development and the current lack of sufficient fencing, the
preserve tract has been the site of dumping from the surrounding residential
neighborhoods. During Phase 1, following fence construction, trash and construction
materials that have been deposited by trespassers will be removed from the preserve and
disposed of in an appropriate manner.

Because the preserve is located in an urban setting, routine maintenance of the preserve
will be perfonned monthly starting as soon as possible. Routine maintenance will include
checking all fences, gates, and locks within the preserve and along the perimeter of the
preserve for signs of damage or trespassing. An example maintenance checklist is found in
Appendix B.
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4.4.8 Adaptive Management

Adaptive management measures may be implemented at any time throughout the life of the
preserve if it is detennined that the goals of the management plan are not being met or if
management or monitoring activities are determined to be ineffective in conserving the
Tooth Cave ground beetle. Adaptive management measures may be recommended by the
Service or FHWAffxDOT, or any future conservator of the preserve. and must be agreed
upon by both parties. Conditions which may warrant management adjustments include,
but are not limited to, the following:

• destruction or deterioration of subterranean habitat (which could be due to a
number of factors including, but not limited to, drying, loss of hydrologic
inputs, and point-source and non-point source pollution);

• a single drastic or consistent gradual decline in the number of observed Tooth
Cave ground beetles, cave crickets, or other native species that normally inhabit
the caves;

• declines in measured relative humidity or increased variation in measured
temperature or shifts from suitable temperatures;

• new infonnation on the biology of the Tooth Cave ground beetle; or
• evidence of loss of structural integrity of one or more caves such as collapse or

large breakdown in the cave interior or entrance.

Adaptive management options to be considered may include, but are not limited to:

• additional surveys to determine the root cause of degradation of habitat or
declines of important faunal communities;

• replacement or modification of the karst preserve perimeter fence and/or
installation of interior cave security fencing around specific caves;

• installation, replacement, or repair of cave gates;
• hunting, trapping, or other deer and hog reduction programs;
• vegetation control or plantings to achieve trespass deterrence, runoff control,

improved nutrient input.. cave cricket forage, re-establishment of native floral
species, or cave temperature and moisture regulation;

• modification of drainage patterns within and around the karst preserve;
• vegetation management such as thinning of the canopy, removal of selected

individuals, control of exotic species, prescribed fire away from immediate cave
areas, replanting native species that are under-represented, oak wilt control, and
other suitable restoration activities approved by the Service;

• modifications to fire ant treatments (such as increasing the frequency of
treatments);

• actions to reduce the number of mammalian predators;
• physical reinforcement of a cave(s) or cave entrance(s);
• activities that address root causes of poor reproduction of the plant community

or survivorship (such as control of seed predators, browsers, disease, etc); and
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• installation of a barrier between developed areas and the preserve to prevent,
ameliorate, or deter deleterious impacts from the developed area.

4.4.9 Annual Report

An annual report will be prepared and submitted to the Service in March of each year. The
report will present the results of monitoring of Discovery Well Preserve throughout the
previous year, including fire ant surveys and regular maintenance, and will address the
implementation of mitigation measures or management actions. Damage to the preserve
and any recommendations for adaptive management, as needs are identified, will be
reported as well. Finally, the report will discuss the status of each protected species known
to occur on the preserve. Each report will be comprehensive, but will not simply repeat
previous years' results. Instead, the report will evaluate current conditions relative to
previous years' data, particularly the baseline conditions.

The annual report will also present the results of monitOling at Big Oak Cave in the
US 183A median. Results of this effort will be compared to that of prior years, with a
focus on conditions relative to the construction and operation of the roadway. A
comparison of results at Big Oak Cave will be compared to those at Discovery Well
Preserve to evaluate the effects of prol\imal road development on cave fauna and habitat.

4.5 General Conditions

4.5.1 Unpredictable Circumstances

Any circumstances detected in the preserve as potentially detrimental to the management
goals will trigger the need to consult with the Service for advice on adaptive management.
In addition, TillOT will report to the Service within 48 hours of dctecting any site
conditions or disturbances that pose an immediate risk to the Tooth Cave ground beetle.

The following measures are general procedures for dealing with foreseeable, but
unpredictable, circumstances that could occur. With respect to these potential
unpredictable circumstances, TillOT will undertake such corrective actions in consultation
with the Service, as necessary, to meet the goals of this management plan:

+ Vandalism of Caves. If detected, the Service as well as local law enforcement
authorities will be promptly notified. Any effects of vandalism will be documented
and then corrected, if possible, in consultation with the Service and within a reasonable
time.

• Storm Damage. Within one week of storm damage, the Service will be notified and
damage will be assessed and documented. Following consultation with the Service,
corrective measures will be implemented promptly and within a reasonable time frame.
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• Fire. In the event of a flre t TxDOT will promptly notify the Service. As soon as
warranted by safety considerations, TxDOT will assess any impacts and implement
appropriate corrective actions in consultation with the Service. If utilizing a controlled
bum for vegetation management, the Service will be consulted beforehand.

• Release of Hazardous Materials. In the event of a release of chemicals, gasoline, oil, or
other hazardous materials within the karst preserve or on the adjacent road right-of­
way, TxDOT will immediately notify the Service. As soon as warranted by safety
considerations, TxDOT will assess any impacts and implement appropriate corrective
actions in consultation with the Service.

• Activities of Adjacent Landowners or Occupants. In the event that activities on
adjacent properties threaten or damage the karst preserve (includingt but not limited to,
vandalism or trash dumping within the preserve), TxDOT will assess any impacts and
develop appropriate corrective actions in consultation with the Service.

4.5.2 Other Conditions

• Cattle, other domestic and/or exotic livestock, and pets will not be allowed in the
preserve unless approved by the Service and only as part of the preserve management.

• Contaminants such as fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides will be prohibited within
the karst preserve, except as outlined above (Section 4.4.6).

• No new roads, new utilities, or other development including storm water or wastewater
lines, treatment ponds, structures or other facilities are allowed within the karst
preserve boundary unless approved by the Service.

• The operation of motor vehicles within the preserve will be limited to that necessary to
facilitate operation, monitoring, and maintenance of preserve areas.

• No public access will be allowed on the karst preserve including hiking, biking, and
horseback riding unless approved by the Service.
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APPENDIX A

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS OF
THE DISCOVERY WELL PRESERVE TRACT
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IN'lmliOcrION:':'F;~~r:~
OUr Office was Authorized by written proposal of MARCH 14,2001" r.:t>:·,,::.·:::"~'~

( Approved on 3/29/01 ) to provide Karst ~ture Investigations (Phases No.2" . :·..·:C:·:~·:'::
& 3) Site Study for the n Tract No. 3 n Site referenced above. '!be Site Project :.:.(,.;~?
work f~;these phases of work began on~ 2,2001, and cont~tied tmtil the. ~ .....:.
point of Completion on MAY 1st, 2001. In this scope of work, a Total of FOURTEEN . ~:\

(14) Karst Features were Investigated, &. Documented: by. Mike warton &. Assocla~·,·. / ;:.~

under Federal. Permit No. TEO-22329-O. 'Ibis study is designed to detennine the : .'.::>:,'. :~~~
potential. n Presence or Absence .. of SUbgriilde caveS aSsociated· to surface kaI:Sjlt:.;::::-:':.::":~.~
feature expressions, and " Presence or Absenc:e It of Potentia1 Endangered In~'':r~: ,,~, ,.~,
brate Species Habitat(s) within such features & caves. The Study further invest!.... ····r . ":
;ates for the presence of Any Potenhial .. Species· of Cancem II (SOC'S) ,and the···· ;'
Po~tial Point Recharg'e Values as' relative to the' U CEDAR PARK WATERSHED It/ or. : "
It Bl1l'l'ERCOP CREEK II CAVE SYSTEM, as has been previously stu~ied within this. . .
Regional. Area. PresamtJ.y, the OnJ.y Federally Listed :Envertebrate Species.. known, .'. ,...

_.;.. and found within this Area & .System, lathe It TOOTH CAVE GROUND BEETLE '~or ~ ~;)~\/~';~.:~.:i
II Rbadine Persej;ihoae • Spec:i.~. Other',:."" Species of; concern It considered rriJ;e:~·f:,t;~~4;~~
~que, and eijdemic to this 11 'System' It:, such as • Rbadine ReJr fPrl. ·.·.AIiq)~M:::~tf~W~r:
a Jollyville Plateau cave Sa] H'aVIpr • (121"'8"), are further knOWn to. occur"f~~:';,~~f~~
the caves· of this Area. ( A StUdy of cave ~Habitats, Point Recharge Potential; and .·:.:<:.j~:':',:f:~~;
a~ociated Karst Lands of the Butt;ercw? Greek P:!yeJ.ounent Prgpe.rties, CWA8.'P~~ .?~.)~ )~~
WILLIAMSON. COON'l'Y, TEXAS. OCTOBER 18, 1997 t By: Mike warton & Associates. . ~,·.~"J::-':>5

OUr Study.Sa Reportin~~ ::p~j,~ives are to provide reliable ,scientff~~~,~:0:
stUdy and basis from which a II SO~~~·.~c.=r"WEdJ. SUit~ II Environmental Planning may:~/\"

'i1c~/(:~~' ... ~ .{:n,~~i;~~



developed and established to ~rovide protectio~.~d preservation for Species, and
groundwater quality issues, wi.th potential applications of site area development
that would Not cause' II Harm II to Species, or Degradation of Groundwater Quality
within the indicated cave It System II ,that constituces the II cedar Park wa~rshed II.

This Site Project work 'WaS conducted under the direction of Mike warton/ Karst
Terrains Specialist, and JameS Reddell/ Karst Invertebrate Specialist, with Karst
Technician Assistance from Bud Wetuski, and Marcellino Reyes.

In 1990, the subject tract was composed of Approx. i5'O Acres of densely
.:wooded property, that contained a single residence. With the building of the II Lak~'

Line II Mall, 28 Acres of this tract were purchased to set aside as a Karst Preserve
for the Endangered Tooth cave GrounQ Beetle/ a Rbadine PeJ:sephcue -, found within the
cave identified as D Testudo Tube a (n Testudo Tube n cave Preserve). The~~site resi­
dence & Preserve were survey subdivided onto seperate land tracts. Within the karst
Preserve tract, there are several other sink-hole features present that have Not been
studied to'this date. Thus, the Site acreage is bounded by this preserve And the
Phase # 5 area of the II Buttercup Creek" Property on the Northern side, the II Ranch
at Cypress creek ,. Subdivision on the East side, Un-developed land along' Cypress
creek along the South side, and II LIME CREEK II Road along the west side. From 1995
to 1997 i extensive clearing of Ash Juniper (cedar) was done on the property. Today I

the percentage of cedar left on this tract is about 1% of the remaing trees con-,
si~ting primarily of Live oak, Post Oak, & cedar Elms. Virtually, all open ground
areas excluding karst bedrock exposures', are now covered by' tall native 'savannah,
and 5% prickly Pear cactus. Only a few of the karst fea~uresof this. tract were
previously visited by cavers, and No Official stUdy conducted for species until
thi's study. ThUS, prior data on some caves was present,' a very limited level of
excavations done, and essentially No documentations preformed om any caves other
than a few descriptions. A new ·trail road ,was built that follows the boundaries of
the tract. An old hoUse and stone water tank use to ait in the eastern side of this

.tract, but was demolished Sa removed presumably about the time that the cedar r~
began. In May of 1997, we were working on caves of the adjacent Buttercup creek
property, and near this tract's boundary when a tornado struck, leveling a path
through many oak trees that is still well visible today. The remains of a lS' foot
tal.1. water tank (metal) on the Buttercup property was picked up, shredded, and
hurled hundreds of feet South into this tract. These sections of the tank are still
present on the tract. The TiavisIWilliamson County Line, also transects through
this tract along a Northwest line, leaving roughly 7~ of the tract in Wil~iamson

County. In the long term past, the property had ·been used primarilY for cattle &
livestock ranching.

GeologiCally, the subgrade is faUlted by the Cedar Park FaUlt series,
in WlUch the WALNDT I..IMES1'C:ft PORMATICfi (k.wa), c:edar Pam: }lpmber 1s exposed at the
ground surface over a wide area including this tract as well as the Buttercup Creek
Pro~rty. The Cedar Park FaUlts are the primary mechanism fQr karstified and c.~ve

development along subgrade fractures & joints of the Walnut, extending in~o &
through the Cedar Park, Whitestone, Bee cave, & Bull. Creek Members at various
studied locations. The subgrade of this tract IS a continuation of the subgrade
area that enc+oses & contains the Cedar Park watershed,' and Buttercup creek cave
System. The subgrade beddings of this tract are tilted Eastward towards the Fault
series, and hydrologically transmit groundwater flow movements along bedding planes
and significantly through deve10ped stream passage dip-tubes. Dye tracing stUdies
prefonned by MWA in spring of' 1997 confirmed initial Eastward down-dip flow
movement to base levels along the faUlts. After reaching the fault( s ), fl.OW then
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turns SOUth with the declining lineament ends to i"Jle point of the systems primary
point of resurgence along It Cypress ci:eek ". '!be declining subterEaDean flow from
this area, and areas west of the Fault series, is more gently decljning tban iil
eaves pasitianed between fallllts, or East of the Easternmst Fault. The structure
of It Test;udo Tube II eave very I' Cl.assicall.y It illUstrates such pat.tern of now..
The n cedar Park waters'hed/ Batterct1p. Creek II cave System, is fartber sliown.to
be a II Closed II or .. 5el.f-eontained " System, that is Not contributory.to·t~ "

.llorthern 5eJmEmt of· the Edwards Aquifer.

INVES1'O;ATION OF KARS'l FBAmRBS (~MD~ 2, &. 3 ):

'n1e following is a.Jdescriptive account of the investigations of the tract's' .
P1PfBIifH (15) Karst Features. In this process of investigations, variable levels of
excavations were prefotined in order to at&mpt to opel) subg.rade caves for study,
and at ONE (1) Feature, involved a large scale clean-up & restoration of:the : 'jl~: '; '.'!:.!

n Discovery well II Cave Site, of which bad &en ~ed as a. major trash & refuse
dumping site by old tenants of.the property. ~ feat:m:e that~ a cave,
previOUSly known or not, received a thorough dOCIJULehtation in all appropriate
areas and aspects.

Kaxst Featua:e RD. 1: 'lhis Feature was previOUSl.y known" and referred to as
the It Hole in the Draw n Sink in the U.S.S. II Buttercap Creek~ It,: Pobl.i.cation
by William H. Russe]l, ofi 1993. In it'![J origiDal brief description, it is in.dica~

to be located lIi.thin a .shaJ.1Ov draY. Because the texm II Draw II 1faS uSed, it should
be mentioned and noted that· this is Not a surf~ dJ:ainage draw or t.ri.bUtcu:y. am to
the Jamail branch aDl of Buttercup Creek, .but a low 1inear deptessiQIl.~tedby this
sink, and a much larger 'an to the iDmediate south ('''.Grassy Grove" Sink), in which the
~oss of surface soils &. clay sedhllents into filled cave~ Aas left~d
a significant depression of closed drainage between these Two featltteS, but doe$ ~
extend beyond the line,ment; ends·in either diJ::ec:tion. '!he feature .CODSisted· of a narrow
s1ot-Uke opening rimmed bY·stone and dr:opped vertically for 'a £ev feet to ~ay

':Lnfil 1 iIig & loose rocks. IDose rocks bad been pulled fJ:Qll· i~ in the past,~,
there was. No serious attempt at exx::avating it: It's appearance however, was highly
expmssiva .& suggestive of leading into a subgrade cave.. 'lhUs, in this study i~ was
e.xx2vated by hand to a deptb of 6.0' feet. In m:der to acc:nmplisb t;h!s, the entrance
opening bad to beo:aue Em.larged; This vas' ckme by band, using sledge bammers, and pry
barB to~ and pall. away the ccmstricting surface layer 'of limestone, to mach the
next oonsecative solld 1ayer beneath. aJ.so solidi but having sol.utioned portals as
well. '!be entrance vas enlarged to apprax. 5' feet l.ong by 2.5' teet wide•. Two (2)
vertical 'portals' RJ:e found in the next rock layer, ana' each vas enlarged as much as
possiple by hand, but was lim!ted as this layer was much thicker.. At the 6.0' foot

. depth~ in tbe main portal, ~ massiVely filled layer, of clay and rock was
encoun:tered. The second porrtal. is smallerr and offset t.o the entrance's Northeast
corner si~. we managed to enlarge it just. enough to attempt an~·~eet first,

'and'tR!Ee successful. It also drops to the '6.0' foot ~evel to'fill,~, 'the.
'l:x:rttem It bel.J.s-out .. cansiderab1y J.arger, and intersects a: ~ov bedding pJjme
extent.ion to the East & Northeast side. Within this·'bedding p~aDe.that axtends
about. ~.O' feet. to the Fast, and 8' feet to the Northeast, is a dope in the flat
roof that ~.Up 1:0 create a small roan like area about 4:', feet tall (not ieaching
the surface). The fl.ooring .of -t.he feature is connective between portals,' and of
continuous fill having No dtainage portals~. it at any "POint. 'Obs~9 this,
lie probed as much a.t.:l!a of the fJ.ooring that coilld be reached with a long heavy
pointed metal pry bar to determine if any oth&r loose areas of fill or other voids
couJ.d be det.eJ:mi.ned. The bar was sunk to a depth of 2.0' feet through the "clay & .
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rock at several points, however, No voids or loose areas were found, and the bar
came to strike a solid bottom at aJ.1 points. At 'this point, the excavation was
tenninated. The feature was intensely searched for invertebrate life forms, and
yielded only a feW' common and soil related species. No endangered invertebrate
species, or any species of mncern was found. Following the collection, the ,:,::
feature was surveyed and mapped, and yielded just enough extent to be qualified
to list as a Small 9~ve. Thus, the fea.ture was officially assigned to. retain it's

-original known name, but is now n HOLE m '.mE DRAW n CAVE instead of II Hole in the
Draw II Sink. This feature was assessed as NON-m\BlTAT for Potential Endangered
invertebrate Species, witb a n Minor n or \'II Rel.ic n state of Point Becbarge VaJ.ue
( Not a significant amtributor of point recharge ). The magtlitude of fill that
has over long time invaded this cave has rendered the aspect of further excavation
not feasible, and highly probable to be Non-productive in reaching any other cave
extent. It was further determined that a re-collection of this'small cave woUld
not be necessary or required due to the fact that it I s shallowness & flooring
material are very unsuited conditions for potential species habitat.

-.,..- .,:'.. -'"
Ka.:r:st Featw::e No.2: This feature is the large Sink depression immediately
South of F-l above, was previously mown from the Butterqup Creek publication .as
a Grassy Grove Sink a. This 60' foot long by 40' wide by 4' deep sink is rimmed
by live oaks & cedar elm, and within the linear configuration with F-l above to
give the impression of a shallow draw. At the bottom of the sink's North side,
and at the base of a large cedar elm tree is an exposed low headwall of rock
where a small drain portal in mass~ve clay infilling is present. From the size of
the sink, and degree of surface so~ls missing at the sJ,U'face, gives one the .
impression that a large cave might be present beneath. An excavation by hand, was
attempbed on the drain portal,' which proved to be very difficult. The clay was
very hard packed, containing a heavy matrix of roots. An area 6' feet across by
3.5 ' fE!e~ wide was dug down for 3.0' feet, exposing some Very large tree roots
at that level. l;t was .dug in ~~ manner as to attempt to cofltinue down beneath
the headwal.l in hopes of being able to breakthrough to a v6~d space along a roof
line that was leveling, however, apoint Was reached where 'only massive infilling
was verified 6.0' feet outwards in all directions along the roof. The-Ie Were No
other portals or loose areas to follow, as pOinted metal bars were'used' to probe
deeper into the filled areas, ·but yielded o01y more tight clay infll1ings'of such
magnitude that the pursuit by excavation ·became QO longer feasible. It had become
clear that this feature had been overtal:en and' re-claf.med by massive infilling for
a very long time, and that it's Point Recharge capability has oeen reduced to a
state of II Relic II cor..dition w~ere drainage to t.he si,nk essentially tempo~ri.ly

ponds until it slowly and,gradually can sink through the Clay fill. The aspect of
using machinery to contin1;l~,WO~ld cause maj or damage to the lc.rge cedar elm by the
portal, and not be able to reach bEmeath the headwall as well, thUs was determined
unsuitable. ,It was noted, .~:t the roof line J,.evel beneath the headwall, was
essentially at 1~he same levej, as the roof .line of the beddinH plane room in F-l,
and the likelyhood' of being able to find or determine it's structural continuation
was remote. At this point, the excavation was' terminated, 'and the feature evaluated
as a .. Relic • Point Pecbarge Featm:e 1ihose CDDt.rilJutory f1mCtiaD is DO Imger
significant, aDd is JDaJ:'g:inal. at best. Such feature is unsuitable of condition for
potential species habitat & assessed as n Nan-Babitat for encJaragexed InvertebJ:ate
species. The feature's structural framework, is such however, that could easily
eventually lead into a groundwater conduit at depth. It is massively sealed
though and would likely never re-open' by natural processes.
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KaDlttFeatUJ:e No.3: This Feature is located in the Southeastern corner area
of the tract, and almost due South of the II Discovery Well It cave Complex. This

.feature is. small at the surface, and unlike many of the feature's of the ,tract,
does Not possess a well defined surface depressional sink. It r s very subtle
sloped sink· is onl.y 10' feet across, and· must be observed closely to distinguish

- it from the surrounding grounds. In it's ini~ial appearance, it gav~ the inlpress­
ion of a possible' rock joint conti-oied sink at a· Northeast trend, of "Which ·was
not the case under excavation. It sits at the base of THREE (3) oak Trees'which
are immediately side by side. It measured 3.5' long by 1.0" wide, and was very
severely choked with infilling. The excavation by hand began with removing loose.
rocks and a heavy layer of leaves & twigs down to a Claysoil matting thick with
small roots at about 2.5 t feet down. This was followed by dark gray clay mixed
with rocks. The dig did Not appear very-premising at this point. It continued
to about the 4.5 t foot level after using' a s1-edge hammer to enlarge the shaft
enough that it coUld be continued downwarQ,s. At 5.0' feet we questioned 'whether

. 'or not we cOUl.d continue due to the constricting space, and a large tree root
also diving down the shaft. Suddenly, a breakthrough occurred after pulling out
a rock, and the whole bottom became loose. In attempt to pull more rocks, the
bottan fell out, as we listened to rocks of all sizes rattle on down for se~
feet. At that point, a larger void space was visible at the bottom of the shaft.
over the course of the next couple of hours, many 5 gallon bUckets of rocks &
soil were hoisted to the surface, as the shaft increased in depth and size, and
revealed Two more short drops from the bottom at about 11' feet down!' At this '
point, the excavation had continued down vertically, passing by a small side
~sage to a small window-like opening in the rock. A Large tree root winds
around along the wall, and partially constricts this o~ing. It was checked
closer, and'with removing a single large rock just beyond the root, presented
us vitha view, into a parallel open domeshaft that we hadn't realized was there.

, The shaft appeared well large enough beyond the wiodo\'l1 but it took awhile to
figure out how to get through the window. It required sanething of an un-natural
act of movement by entering head first, but laying on JoUr back. The ~iction
was tlght, but smooth surfaces allow ane to slide through while you have to force
yourself into the top of the small dome to get your legs through. It is not any
easy manuver both entering & exiting.. The bottom of this shaft led into a low
bedding plane room, requiring a bit of trenching in the floor to craWl iDe The
room is low, but about 30 I feet long by· 15' feet or better across. It is c0m­

pletely floored with dark gray clay, and has _only one. low point for a possible
drain but is ma~sively plugged. No invertebrate lifeforms of any kind were found.
Followill9 the exploration and collection attempt, the small cave was surveyed &
Mapped. The feature was given the official name of .. UNDER 'lRREE OAKS • CAVE
for identification p~es. It was evaluated as .. Ncm-Rabitat for en&mgeI:ed
~es, and II Hinor It~ in Point Je::barge 'Value ( Not a ·sigolf:lamt
c:xm.t.rilxItor of runoff to groundvate:c: floV or storage ). The aif'-quality within
the low beddin~ plane room 'WaS not good, and was likely oxygen reduced. This
feature's entrance was apparently seaJ.ed for a very long period of time. It's·
interior condition did not appear very suitable for cave invertebrates. No air­
flow conductivity was detectable at any points ~uring the excavation, or after
it was openeq.. The lowest portal was dug at, but is Wll sealed, and there is
very little ~oam available for placing fill out of the way.
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R'aJ:st Feature No.4-A: This feature is One (I) of Four (4) that occur in a
II Cluster It arrangement with additional features of F-4, F-5, & F-6. This 11 Cluster II,

here-in will be referred to as the R Dlscovery weuI Bimters lane a eave CQnplex.
This feature within the" Complex", is locat~ immediately West of F-5 (iJ Hunters
Lane It Cave). It is a sizable sink depression about 20' feet in diameter ·that was
Not mentioned in the Buttercup creek Karst publication of 1993. This sink, like
the sink entrance of F-4 (II Discovery Well. " cave) was used as a trash & refuse

- dump in the "past ];>1" ranching operatipns, however, Not as much refuse was placed
... into it as was " Discovery Well II cave. The sink, is rimmed by live oak & cedal:~-:­

elms, and distinctively has numerous rough textured limestone rocks & boulders
scattered around the perimeter of the sink's Eastern side. A limited hand excavation
had been attempted in the past, however was abal'ldoned after encountering only more
large boulders in the sink. During this stu9Y, ,~a':baclmoe:~tbat~·w6u1dbe used to
remove massive refuse at " Discovery well II cave, was use4 at this feature in attempt
to excavate and open a potential cave. The sink was excavated to a depth of 5.0'
feet, at which level a solid rock bottom and closed rock joint was revealed. The
bottom was carefully cleaned by hand revealing that the rock j oint was comple1r-ely
Closed,·t.;ght, and No drainage portals of any kind were present. A lay~ring of old
trash·..i:n. the form of old cans, bottles, and some wire was also exposed. The trash
was gathered up by hand and put into plastic bags to be removed from the site. As
this was:' completed, and ins)?eCtion of the bottom of the sink completed, No reason
remained: for leaving the excavation open, so it was back-filled and carinyly
restored to the condition found initially, which required much hand work after
using the machine. The feature did not produce a cave, and was not named. It wa~

. assessed as a RoD-Babit:at for potentia1 e:n&mger:ed invertebt:ate species, and of
No significant vaI.ue to point x:ecbaJ:ge cont.r1batiao. Structurally, this feature
is likely only a vagye surface expression of the same rock joint tha,t nearby
" Hunters Lane II cave is developed along.

Barst Featw:e No.4: This Feature was previously known and was described in the
ButterCup creek Karst publication of 1993, 'as • DISCOVERi~ "CAVE. It consists

. of a large 40' diameter surface sink depression. This sirik depression was used as
a trash & refuse dumpihng site in the past by ranching operations. The amount .of
refuse placed into this sink was 25' feet in diameter and pil~d up 6 .. 0 t feet high
above ground level. cavers in the past, were able to push some of the refuse aside
just enough to be able to enter the cave beneath. During this study, a backhoe was
used to remove ALL of the trash & refuSe, moving it to an alternate location well
away from the cave where it can easily be reached in the' future for removal from
the property. The bulk of the refuse consisted of massive amounts of wire of all
kinds, that was so heavily entangled, that removal by hand was not feasible. Mixed
with this- material were old metal swamp coolers, feed troughs, water well tanks,
metal. frames, buckets, cans, old fire extinguishers, poles, and MUCH broken Glass.
The backhoe worked extremely well, as was predicted, by hand ·filling the front
bucket, and then turning around and reaching out with the backhoe ann and scooping
up massive loads of wire weighing up to 5 to 6 hundred polhnds a load. This was done
repeatedly until all of the bulk rolls of wire were· removed. Gradually, the cave I s
vertiCal solid walled entrance became exposed. 'n1e excavation continued on for
many hours, f~lling the front bucket by hand, as the surface area became cleaned up
of all trash; .and the excavation continued (lown the vertical entrance to approx.
the 15' deptrt level. At the point of finish, the cave' s impressive entrance· had
been cOlIlf'letely cleaned & restored. It is probably the most impressive cave entrance
of the property I and was most rewarding to see it now cJ.ean.

The cave is developed a10ng Q Westward trending rock j oint that con­
tinuously descends to it's present lowest point. From the base of the entrance
shaft, old infillin;s of rocks & cJ.ay constrict the passage to littJ.e more than
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crawling spaces along the joint.. In order to follow this passage, loose rocks
must be continuously moved aside, and stacked out of the way into any available
pockets or spaces.below the First drop of about 51 feet. During the r~l of
some of these rocks, a single specimen of II Rhadine .. Beetle ws found and
coll~ted. The specimens It slender II size, did not appear to be that of the

- endangered It Tooth cave Ground Beetle II (.. Rhadine Persephone II), ~d.later

under microscopic'-observation at the invertebrate ~aboratory, proved to be,
identified as " 'Rhadine New Species II (Not endangered, but a II Species 'of
Concern "/ soc ).. This species of Rhadine is endemic to the caves of the II Buttercup
Creek .. cave Sfstem. The passage continues down to a point where it bt9comes very .
small and constricted, and essentially becomes too constricted to continue. A
possible pit ahead is only partially visible, and air quaJ.ity is good, but with
little flow movement. The only way to continue ahead, would be to use a .low grade
explosive to remove a section of wal.l to reach the point of the pit, however, if
such were done, there woUld be No place ayailble to stack any spoilS out of the
way short of hauling them out of the cave, which is Not feasible. Thus, continuing
the excavation was determined Not to be feasible, and the excavation vas tenninated
at this point. Following an intensive cOllection of the cave, the cave was surveyed
and mapped. The Cave was assessed as a • Kljor tI Point R.ecbarge Featm:e, a~ it
receives a considerable upslope drainage cont.ribut.ory 'to it fran the Southwest, and
it's structure is highly suggestive and suspect of interconnection to nearby
II Hunters Lane It cave (F-5), of which cont.ains an active groundwat.er conduit'
( Stream Passage ).

Karst FeabJJ:e No.5: This Feature was previoUsly Jmown and identified as
• BllN11mS LANE • CAVE in the Buttercup Creek Karst publication of 1993. In 1991,
the feature was sealed by a heavy layer of Ranch Trash & Refuse, similar tb...the
condition of II Discovery well 11 cave nearby, however, withput the massive rolls
ofwfre and large items. At that time, I had taken inter.est in the feat~ and
excavated a large amount of trash/refuse fran it, and removed it from the site.
( about 8 pick-up track loads ). The excavation revealed a small verticaJ. shaft
at the Northern end of the surface sink. The botebm of the shaft below remained
blocked by fill, and the excavation did not continue at that time. The feature has.
a surface sink depreSsion of about 40 I . feet in diameter, and funnels to a 12 I 'by
8' foot 5' foot drop containing this portal. Later on, cavers excavated the bottom
of the shaft just enough to enter the cave beyond. During this study, all remaining
trash & refuse that coUld be found was gathered up and placed into plastic bags &
reroved from the site. The bottom of the entrance shaft had become plugged and
blocked off again, and had to be re-excavated in order to open and access the cave
for study. A small constrictive windoW' at the bottom also had to be slightly
enlarged. Beyond the windQW is a short drop into a small low roam. On the Northwest
side of this room is another windoW-like opening that overlooks a large pit along
the rock joint and drops vertically for 15' feet. This pit'may be down-climbed by
First traversing horizonta1~y out aver the top, to a point where ledges' of the
opposing walls offer both easy hand and foot holds. The top of the pit continues
on into a narrowing of the rock j oint that is too narrow to follow.. At the bottom
of the pit, ''the flooring of water washed clean stones slopes down baqt in the
direction of the entrance above, and drops 2.0' feet into a low groW'ldwater conduit
that continues in both up-stream & down-stream directions. The up-stream is low
with a muddy floor, and essential.ly too low to follow. The down-stream immediately
s:hgpes into a semi-water filled crawl, and low air-space of only 2" inches about
12 ' feet in. At the edge of the water, a layer of floating organics is present.

7 of 16



while observing this, a large specimen of Trogfobitic Cave salamander (~)
appeared in front of me to feed in the shallow water. I observed it for some
time. This specimen was about 5 So 1/2" to 6 n inches in length, white in c~lor

wi th very small eyes, and appears very similar to the specimens found in .. !LEX II

CAVE of the Buttercup creek Property in the past. It was Not collected at this
time, as I did not have the suitable gear needed with me. Beyond the point of the
low air-space, is-a slight off-set in the passage. It very clearly -continu~s for
a long distance, but remains in very law air-space, and appeared ~o be ·possibly
sul::merged about 20 I feet ahead.

The cave was intensely searched for invertebrates, however, ~o specimen~

of Rhadine beetle was found, and No endangered invertebrate species were found.
The ~ Jollyville cave S3];ug;;mtlpr n (Eutyeca), is a vertebrate II Species of ConceJ:n
( S.Q.C. ). The cave recieves considerable drainage in it's position in the cave
It complex ", and is stzmcturally clearly sug'gest.ive & suspect of interconnection
with " Discovery Well " cave nearby. It Was assessed as a It Kajor " Point Recharge
~~~:.

Karst Feature lb. 6: This feature is the last feature associated to the, ,.
n Discovert well "/ II Hunters lane II cave complex. It is a small diameter (15')
subtle $loped sink located just· West of Feature No.3, and was Not mentioned in
the Buttercup Creek Karst publication of 1993. It consisted of only a small
heavily filled drainage portal less than 6" inches in diameter along the 'edge of
an exposed bedrock! headwall. A large Post Qak Tree grows on the west side of the
sink. A backhoe was USed for the initial excavation down to ~he S.q' foot depth
level. At this point " the- shape· of an old solid t:oCk pOrtal was vaguely taking
shape, but still filled with hard packed clay. The backhoe bucket could not go
deeper because of the constriction, so excavation by the machine stooped at that

. point. The excavati9fl' did not appear to look promising, however, it. resmned by
hand. After about 1 hour of digging by hand, a void space ·was found, and break
through into a semi-open pit occurred. It took a couple more hours before· the
shaft was enlarged, and cleared enough to enter, dropping about another 10' "feet
into a small cave. At the bottom, are 2 small drops separated by a small natural
bridge of rock. The main drop enters a small room-like area to the East, rising
UJ:> to a dome in the roof. At the top:.;ot the dome, is a low bedding plane passage
extending over to the South for about 10 I feet, and to a small hole in the floor
that connects back into the botton of the dome room. -At the bottom of the dome
Rooms East side is a low cral"l that extends for 7' feet to an end in fill. The
flooring is composed of a massive infilling of dark gray clay. A low spot in the
floor was dug at, but revealed Only more. thick clay, and is Not a semi-open
draina~e portal. This small cave has been .sealed for a very long period of time.
In the sealing ~rocess, large rocks had become wedged into the constricted part
of the entrance shaft, and fI Corked" the entrance shaft closed, leaving the
larger space below open. As a resUlt, the potential organip input was blockeQ
off, and few invertebrate species ware found below the blockage. The ccwe was
surveyed and mapped as a' new cave I and given the.'name of • 1lN-CORKED " CAVE for
identification purposes. It was assessed as Nao-Habitat for potentia1 endangered
invertebra~ispecies, aDd of " Rel.ic II condi:tian val.ue to Point ReCharge ( Not
significant o£ iDput ), However, it's structure is very suggestive and suspect
of interconnection at dep~h with the up-stream conduit of nearby " HWlters Lane II

cave.

Karst Feature No.7: This feature is a small diameter surface sink formed

alon~ a rock joint, just North (30 I) of the tract I s South boundary fence & trail



road. It is One of 3 features that would likely be in the projected fiClthway
alignment extension for the continuation of II Anderson Mill II Roadway to II Lime
Creek It Road ...The feat.ure dropped only 1.-5' feet to fil~, and a large boul9er
that had been pushed into it. This feature was further Not mentioned in the
Buttercup creek Karst publication of 1993. It was excavated to a total depth of

--15.0' feet, being mostly filled to that level, and requiring various. enlargements
- to reach the bottOJif. Only ~ small extension to the North, mid-way down, the pit was

semi-open, and the last couple of feet at the bottom where the wallS of "the rock
joint become far too narrow too follow.atop a clay bottom. When the excavation was­
completed, trua extent of the feature was enough to qualify in listing as a small. .
cave. Thus, the feature was given the name of It "lAliNJlG EN1'RANCE It CAVE for ident- .
ffiaation purposes. A small assemblage of invertebrate species ~e found and
COllected, However, ~ endangen!Cl invertebrate species 1ieJ:e found, and the feature's
characteristics are unsuited to such habitat conditions. it was further assessed
as It Hi.nor II Range in Poi.Dt Recbarge va1ue, and Not a significant contri:butor. It· s
surface sink and position is such that it receives only what little water falls
directly upon it. .

Karst Feature No.8: This feature is located a short distance West of F-7 'above,
and is also close to the !=tract's South boundary line fence &. trail road._ The
!Jresence ·of this feature appears to have been unknown, and was Not mentioned in
the Buttercup creek Karst publica~ion of 1993. It consists of a very small sink
along a rock joint similar to· that. of F-7,only smaller. It was excavated by hand
using sledge hammers to enlarge to a depth of 3.5' feet, at which point ·a solid
rock bottom was encountered, and offsets on the southeast side into a very low
bedding plane 311 incl}es tall and eXtends back for only 2.5' before closing completely.
At this :point, the excavation was terminated. The feature did evidence a small degree
of nest materials for past usage as a ground mammal. burrow. There is no further
extent, and there were No drainage portaJ.s found at the bottom. The feature was
assessed as 11 INSIGNlFICAIfr " to npaEtiDg iamJPS, being Noil-Bahitat· for endangered

. invertebrate species, aDd of No Yal.ue to Point RedJa:[ge.

Karst Feat:m:e No.9: This feature is located on the tract's Northern.area side,
and only 60' feet East of the n Testudo:Tube " cave Preserve East side fencing. It
is a small sink under live oaks that had a sma1l portal at the bottom, and Not
mentioned in the Buttercup Creek Karst publication of 1993. It is approx. 3 ..0' in
diameter &. funnels to the portal less than 6" inches in diameter. It was excavated by
hand to a depth of 3.0' feet, and found to. be an old mammal burrow, with;a solid
rock bottom beneath reddish clay. This feature was assessed as • lNSIGNlFICMfl' n to
xepartiDf, issues, and of NO value to Point Bec!Jarge.

Karst Feature No. 10: This, feature is located about BOO' feet SOuth of the
11 Testudo Tube II Preserve tract· s South botmdary, and beneath the canopi~s of
large mature Cedar Elm trees. It consists of a large diameter sink depression
about 75 t fee~~.rin diameter that funnels drai~age to TWO (2) rock lined portals.
Additional ~inage to this feature comes from the up-Slope direction to the .
Southwest. The main portal is 5.5' feet":.in diameter dropping 4.5' to a. rock bottom,
and ledges of rock that. protrude into the portal. Beneath the South & West wall
sides, are 2 small portals too small to enter but drop 3.0 I feet into a solid
floored area. The portal to the Southwest issues a detectable air-flow conductivity,
and the sink drains considerable runoff. The smaller surface portal to t~ South
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drops only 2.0 t feet to a massive infilling, & .low bedding plane that connects
to the main portal. This feature is Not mentioned in the Buttercup Creek publi­
cation of 1993. I made a brief excavation of this feature in 1991, stopping at
the point of the small portals. The feature was not named. In this study, it was
excavated both by hand, and with the aid of an air-powered jack hanuner to a depth
of 6.5 1 feet~ The excavation connected both portals in the main sink entrance,
-and followed a shon passage that cunred around to t.he top of a small rock lined
pit beneath the Northwest side of the entrance. The fIpor of the passagE! leading to
this pit was carved by. past water flows into a .~.. V II shaped trough. The excavation
pushed until the top of the pit was finally accessible for observation. Unfortunately,
it dropped vertically only 4 1 feet into a very narrow rock joint that liaS entirely
too small to follow. This j oint turns ~d runs back beneath the rock bottom of the·
entrance. The excavation had followed a constant· 1I Zig-zagging' If back & forth of
the passa~e. The rock'joint sti1l issues-a notable air-flow conductivity of good
quality, strongiy suggesting that a cave is present at greater depth, however,
there is essentially No feasible way to reach it. A minimum of invertebrates were
collected during the excavation, however, No endangered invertebrate species were
found. a low bedding plane extent to the SOutheast was also found, but is too low'
to enter having a solid rock roof & floor only a few inches high. The toatal extent
and part~cularly the characteristics of this' feature were determined to warrant
listin~ this feature as a small cave. Thus, the feature was given the assigned name
of ! ZIG 2'.J\G n CAVE. This feature was further assessed to be an " IN.rERMIIDIATE n

Range' Point Recbar~ Feature, and is significant of nmoff input to gzoundwater
flov in tbe sobgrade. The cave was surveyed & mapped.

Kar:st Feature No. 11: !£his feature is the closest located feature to the South
side of the "Testudo Tube .. cave Preserve Tract. It consists of a large diameter
sink depression that funnels into a small round hole only 2.0' feet by 1.5' feet
rimmed by solid stone. The drop· is verticaJ. for 8.0' feet to the floor of a small
roan. From this room; a ~ow space extends to the Northeast pe'fore ending in fill •

. on the west side of the room, the floor drops 2.0' into a' low bedding plane type
passage of crawlway size over a flooring massive fill composed of large boUlders,
clay, and mounds of organics washed in from the surface. The infilling is so
massive, that there does not seem to be a specific drain release portal, however,
it woul<3 appear to drain against the roan's North wallas it declines with the
fill of the flooring. It was dug at by nand, enly to reveal a tightly packed
matrix Qf rocks & clay with No loose spaces. 'Ibetze was No air-flow conductivity
detected, however, the air quality 'WaS good. The interior condition of this room
clearly suggests that it likely fills up and sUbmerges fo11owing heavy rainfalls,
and Slowly drains through the fill. This sinall cave was Not mentioned in the
Buttercup Creek Karst publication of 1993. It does however, have enough extent to
qualify as a cave, and was given the name of • JII4BLED ROCKS II CAVE for identifica';';'':L
tion purposes. It was intently collected, yielding a few invertebrates, however,
No endangered invertebrate species were found. The cave was then surveyed and
Mapped. This feature was further assessed to be an .. IHI'ERMEDIATE " RaDge Poitit
RedmJ:ge Feat:m:e, and is Significant of runoff iDpat. m grouDdvat:er f10v in the
sub.3rade- It contains a massive interior plugging of rocks & clay that does Not
appear feasible to excavate & remove.

'-'

Kamt Peatme No. 12: This feature is a previously mown cave idehtified as
• PERSmDli 1IEI:L II CAVE. This feature however 1 is Not mentioned in the ButtercuiJ
Creek Karst publication of 1993. The cave was excavated by myself in 1992 to a
depth of afiprox. 12 .0 t feet I and stooped at that level. During this stUdy 1 the
excavation resumed and a lower passage was opened that extends in TWo directions.
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To the Northwest, it extends for about 20' feet before becomming to low to
continue. To the SOutheast, it extends about 15 t feet to a drain portal in
the floor that is solid rinuned and entirely too smal.l to follow. The pass~ge

continues sloping upwards to a reddish clay floor in a meandering tunnel that
. becomes too small to follow after another:~20 to 25' feet. The cave recieveda

. thorough collection, of which yielded only ONE (I) species of con~.(II :Rbadine
Ne1J Species II) of -which is endemic to the caves 'of this area, but NO F.DdangeJ:ed
IDvertebrate Species was fODDd. Following the COllection, the cave was "surveyed
& Mapped.It was further evaluated as an II INT.ERMEI>IATE • Range Point Recharge .
Feat:ure, and is Significant of .runoff i.nput to gI.'OODdwater flov in the sub-grade•.

Karst J!eatuxe No. 13= This is an H Outlying II karst feature to the tract, of
which is thought to be the Only feature of "this study to be located in TRAVIS
county. It is located l1ear t1 Lime Creek II Road, and about· 60' feet South of the
Tract's South boundary fenceline &. trail .road. 'It is/~\was an open cave, however,
it was Not mentioned in the Buttercup Creek Karst publication of 1993, and has
Old-excavation piles around the Southeastern aide of the ·entrance. It is located
just inside of the dense woods &brush line to the South side Of the road. It
consists of a 15' foot in diameter sink depression that funnels to a solid ~tone

rimmed entrance dropping vertically for 5.5' feet. A large Hackberry tree grows
from the floor of infilling at the bottom of the entrance. The entrance is 7 I

feet long by 4.0' feet wide. At the bottom, it opens onto a low bedding" plane
room to the Northwest side, and slopes dawn to a small pit opening at the back
wall. This pit drops for 6 .. 5' feet into a small passage at the bottom to the
Northwest before ending. There are No drain portals ,in the flooring of this
passaSje. This small cave has been given the name of • llNDERS'.I.'OR! • 'CAVE for
identification purposes. It was intently collected, but only a few invertebrates
were found, and NO endange1Ed invertehJ:ate species 1ieEe fomJd. The cave was then
surveyed and Mapped, and evaluated as only a • HlDor • Range Point ReCharge Feature.
The cave has a very'linlited surface collection" sink, and ~ssentially recieves

. what little water fa11s directly upon it. It is Not considered to be a significant
contributor to Point Recharge.

Karst. Featute No. 14: This feature is located near II Lime Creek It Road, in the
far Northern corner of the tract, and within the area between It Lime Creek II Road,
and the II Testudo Tube .. Preserve Tract. The feature is a prominent sinkhole at the
base of a large Cedar Elm tree that is rimmed by very large boulders. This feature
is Not mentioned in the Butt.ercup Creek Karst publication of 1993. A hand excavation
was attempted on this feature, but was terminated af'ter about 3.0 Hrs. after starting.
several large rocks had been broken up & removed, and at the 5.0' foot d~pth level,
Amass!ve clay infilling was encountered that contained No drainage portaJ.s. A lon~

heavy metal bar was used to probe deeper into the fill, however, No further loose
points or void spaces were found. The magnitude of the infilling "is such that to
pursue it further is "Not feasible. It. "appears to have been well sealed for a very
long period of time. It·s structure however, is likely to have relationship with
n Testudo Tube It cave ( down-Slope ), in the sense that is likely an ola infeeder
.a:JOint tl?at has now been re-claimed by infilling, and become rendered in a n Relic ft

state or condition to Point Recharge. It's surface area of drainage collection is
limited to l~s than 50' feet around the opening. NO endaD:geI:ed invertebrate
~es were fOlmd, and it is eval.ua'ted as a II Minor • Range Point ReCbarge Feature.
Because of it's" prominent II or It pronounced" appearance at the surface, this .
feature was given the n~ of .. LIME CREEK • SINK. It does Not qualify for listing
as a cave, and there-in No Map is necessary or required.



CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

Of the Site's !~l'EEN. (15·) Karst ~tures, a 'Ibtal of'tm_(lO) Features
1ed into underground extents that qualified for listing & identification as actua1
CAVES. FIVE of these caves occur within the boundaries of ~ 1Xact, and are .
within'lilLLI.AMS(IlJ CouD.ty,. 1dd:.le. the ;othex:. FIVE aze in TRAVIS.·CDe~ 1ies just

~. South of:t.I1e South"':tiounaary fence ("Gho1sona Tract). "
AIL of these caves have recieved a very thorough investigation &. documenta-

tion. EACH CAVE was cOllected for invertebrate Biology a Total of THREE {'3) Times,
with the Last Time preformed by Dr .. James Reddell/ Karst Invertebrate Specialist
&. Assistant 'Harcelino Reyes. AU.. Biological collections have been transported to the
" Regional Invertebrate Laboratory " at the TEXAS MEMORIAL MUsmf/ II PICKLE " ' .
RESEARCH CENTER in AUSTIN, for pos,itive f?pecies identifications, and Taxonomic listing.
Dr Reddell will provide the listing of species found as an Addendum Materia1 to this
Report. The Project·s summary statement, is that NO :amANGERED INVER'l'EBRA'r. SPECIES
WERE FOOND, ltoBever, THo' (2) .. ~ns·OF CONCERN II (SOC's) WERE FOOND. These Species.
are i~ied as It :RHADJ:RE NEIf SPECIES .. of whiCh is ent1eu:ic to the C8'ft!S of' this
Area, And Specimeus Of the • JCJILYVlLLE II CAVE SALAMANDER" a vertebra"te ~1obitic

sJtEcles ~ high eoocern were found. The Site specific caves fotmd to contain these
species is as follows:

1••t BIlNTBRS LANE .. CAVE - Joll.yvi.J..le cave salamander, & poteDtia1 to contain
n Rbadine New Species ".

2. II DISCOVERY WELL II CAVE- n Rbadine New Species II

3. It PERSIMMON liEU, .. CAVE- n RbadiDe~ Species ..

Rmy of the Si1:e's caves bave a SIGNIFICANT Foint Recharge Yal.ue ttmtributozy
to the.cmm:e PARK' 1iJ\""ERSflfj>/ BU14rERCOP C!REBK CAVE SiS'tEH of 1ihich bas a direct
re.latiCJOShiJ:l to tbe Ffabitat. of the Jollyville Cave saJ..amander. The Site specific
caves found to possess these Values area as follows:.

1... HOLE IN 'l'BE DRAW • CAVE - ., Relic .. Becbiu'ge Condit.ion, bat Structurally
ml.ated to the eave SiSl1A'.f betrreen the points of B1e • D:i.scoveJ;y 'Well cave
cmp1ex, and II .lels«:m Ranch/ next BotteJ:cDp Cteek It caves of~ a Bo:tter­
cap Creek " Property.-

2. .. GRASSY GROVE .. SINK- Relationship is tbe same as above.
3. .. DISLVVEk! 1IE[L .. CAVE COIPI;EX: - Inc]udes the· fol1owiDg caves & Sinks:

II Discover:y lfe1.l .. eave, .. Hunters Lane II cave, TTrv 'OI:1a!d II cave, & F-3 sink
( 1IIl-Damed SiDk ). Re1atiaosbip to system is CODfimed by existinggLOWlwater
condnit cantai.ng Sllam;tndpr Habitat., and st.ructura1 connectiveness with each
cave & fea.tur:e of the Conpl.ex:.

4. II ZIG ZN; II CAVE- Large surface co11ection area for nmaff, and feature has
GOod Ai.r-~ CCnductivity, Likel.y connection to cave system.

s. If JlJMBLED RDCBS' II CAVE - La.r:ge·sarface col.l.ect.ion axea for nmoff, and ~i.keJ.:y

a st:r:uctu.r:al. CC Qllteetive'pss to the eave sYstem-
6. n PERSDH:lN WEJ:.L .. CAVE- Large sm:face collection area for runoff, and li.key

a~ connecti'VPDeSS t:o tile cave System. ,
7. II LDm ,~ II SIN&- a :Rel.ic .. Recharge CoDditian, but st.ructurally re1ated as

o.1.d infeeder nmte to • Test.udo '1'Ube .. cave, & the cave System•.

12 of 16



SlJH4ARY OF SITE KARST FEATORES TO BE PROrECTED BY PRESERVE STATOS:

1. R BOLE IN THE DRAW It CAVE
2. n GRASSY GROVE It SINK ------Both in Sing1e Preserve

3. n mHWJED It SINK (F-3)
4. If DISCOVER! 1iEI:L It CAVE

- 5. II BDNTERS LANE·. CAVE --------ALL POOR in Single PJ:eserve
~.. 6. It tlNCURKED " CAVE . (a DisaiJvery lleJ.l II cave.~)

7. n ZIG ZAG It CAVE Sing1 e Preserve

8. " JtI4BLED :ROClC:.S .. CAVE Single Preserve

9. " PER5D§IlN WEI.J:, II CAVE Single Preserve

10." LIME CREEK .. SINK _ Sim.J1e Prwezve

SCHHARY OF SITE CAWS TfIAT lDlLD BE liARRANT.ED PeR PROTEX:1"ION BY CAVE GATES:

1. J1 BOLE IN THE mAW a CAVE
2. a DISCOVER! 1iELL .. CAVE
3. a BIlNTERS !ARE II CAVE
4. It llNCURKED " CAVE
5. It ZIG ZAG " CAVE
6.. It JtlMB[,EI) BOCKS It 'CAVE
7. " PERSIMMDR WELL " CAVE

Non-sensitive caves
( if protected )

1... ONDER 3 OAKS .. CAVE.
2. " 'DliNllG~ " CAVE

It shou1d be noted that the obse~ depth level· of groundwater conduit
deveJ.opment observed is at -33.· in the subgrade of the site, and is -16' feet at
.. Testudo Tube It cave. This clearly iJ.lustrates in testament that while the route
of subgrade conduite are likely to be of sui'table dE$l;h beneath the surface of
the Eastem half of the tract, and WOUld be a non-issue concem at the surface,
such develOpment in the Upper Westem (.Northwestern) part of the tract may Not be
at a sufficient depth to escape the possibility of beComing interseCted by buried
utiJ.ity line excavations. Botll case examples found in this area, indicate that
geologically, the conduits have developed at the base of the cedar Park Member of
the walnut, and top of the underlying l3ee. cave Member. This may further be an
indicator that the Bee Cave Member beneathLtbe::traet...is less·.fraetured:tiJOan in
areas East & Northeast of the .tract towards the Faults-.

It shoUld be further noted, :that the boundary relationship between this
tract, .~.and~the...:" ·~Test1:ldo:1Pube.:~'..::Preserve Tract, is • P.rDh1.ematic • in the sense
that there are several. remaining sinkhole karst features of the Preserve. tract
that have never been investigated, and that any of. these might have a It Foot-print ..
capacity to extent outwards of the preserve and beneath this tract. Further,
Endangered Io'Vertebrate species (" Rhadine Persephone n ) is conf~ in II Testudo
Tube n cave, and might· well be found within other p~esently unknown caves of this
Preserve. Presently, based upon the data gathered from the.rTraet No. 3 Study, we
have No scienti,fic factors to support connecting any of the tract's Cave.::.Preserve
areas with the It Testudo Tube It Preserve tract with exception of It LIME CREEK It

SINK, of which has a very obvious structural relationship.as an up-stream
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infeeder, that is inaccessible, and in a II Relic" COndition. Thus it woUld be
vert unreaJ.istic to assume that No subgrade problems would exist for development
in this area, and well risky to develope without additional study data from the
tt Testudo Tube II Preserve Tract. I am otherwise comfortable with our assessment
data relative to Preserve set-back sizes, as is based upon the Tract :# 3 Study
material.

As~the·tBiologicaJ.;.\CoIice.tnQf:~!.protecti01i.:iin this area has been brought to a
focus upon .. Species of Chncprn .. instead of any confirmed Federally Listed Species,
and a very important factor in that. Concern becomes that of Point Recharge & '
Ground water quality to the watershed/ Cave System supportirig the Habitat quality of
cave salamanders, We have placed the aspect of Point Recharge values at the top of
the priorty concern list, as we feel that by protecting All' of the Point Recharge
Pasins & Collection areas, provides protection for the II Species of Concern ". Thus,
We have carefully measured Al1 of the surface basin collection areas for these
caves & ~eatures, and would recommend the following Preserve area sizes:

Preserve No.1: .. Hol.e in' the Draw .. cave & • Grassy Grove II Sink.
Frpm the aug portal in Grassy Grove Sink, a Line at S. 213 Degrees W.
extends Up-Slope for 140' Feet. Fran the same point, a line at N.J 40
degrees E. for 91' feet extends to the Entrance of II Hole in the Dra,., II

cave. 'Then to the DownslOpe of fI Hole in the Draw II cave entrance, a,:line
extends i?1.t~-N. 40 degrees E. for 75' feet. For Preserve width, see Addendum
Kar$t Feature Location Map.

Preserve No.2: II Discovery lfe11. It eave C'aDplex.

From the Entrance of .. Discovery well" cave, a Line at S.220 Degrees W.
extends Up-Slope for 290' Feet. Fran the same point, a line at N. 40 Degrees
E. for 112' feet extends to the South side of Entrance at .. Hunters Lane U

Cave. From the SoUth side of Entrance at .. Hunters 'Lane " cave, a line to
the Down-slope extends at N. 70 I:egrees E;::-for 100' feet. Then from the
same point at .. Hun~s Eaile .. cave, a .line extends at N. 278 Degrees W. for
60' feet to F-3 Sink, and then for 107' feet (same azmuth) to the entrance
of It Uncorked It cave.. Last, from the entrance of "Uneorked" cave', a line
extends Up-Slope C£t N.278 Degrees W. for 100' feet.* see Addendum Karst
Feature Location Map.

Preserve No.3: .. Zig-zag .. eave.

Fran the Entrance (Main opening) of .. Zig-Zag" Cave, a Line at 220 Degrees
s.w. extenc1s in the Up-slOpe direction for 200' feet. '!hen, from the same
point, a Line at 40 Degrees N.E. ext;ends for 100' Feet in the Down-slope
direction. see Addendum Karst Feature Location Map.

PLeserve No.4: • Jumbled RDdl:B • eave.

From ..t)'le Entrance of II Jumbled Rocks n cave, a Line at s. 267 Degrees W.
eKtends in the Up-slope direction of drainage for 190' Feet. Then, from
the same point, a Line at N. 80 I:egrees E. extends in the Down-slope
direction for 80' Feet. see Addendum Karst Feature Location Map.

Preserve No. 5 a PersjDIIQ'J 1iell. a eave.

From the Entrance of II Persimmon WeJ.l II cave, a Line extends at s. 227 w.



for 210 I Feet in the Up-slope direction of draina.;;e. Then, from the same point,
a Line at S.E. 110 Degrees extends for 65' Feet in the down-slope direction.
see Addenduin Karst Feature Location Map.

P.resm:ve No.6: • Lime Creek • Si.Dk:.

From the- Entrance of the Sink, a Line would extend Up-slope directly
to the rr Lime Creek n Rd. &. Property fencing (west). Then, from the Si"nk, a
Line would extend Down-slope directly to the II Testudo Tube II Preserve boundary
fence (East}. see Addendum Karst Feature Location Map.

Should the " Anderson Mill It Roadway Extention Alignment path, continue
it's.present.projected direction towards 11 Lime Creek tI Road, and essentially
fallowing the South boundary fenceline of the Study Site, the following features
would likely be encountered:

1. a 1JRIlER 'lIIREE OABS • CAVE
2. a 1AWRDiG DlfRANCE • CAVE
3. F-8 Sink

Additionally, the Roadway would pass very close to n IJNDERS1'ORY II CAVE
of . the adj acent SOuth Tract. AU.. of these caves & Features have been found to be
• Han-Bilbita1: • for~ in¥er:tehrate species, No 1IIf5IJIiugful' Point;~
Val.ues, ADd theJ;e-in, NO PBUm:l"lOR of tbese :features is Jleu"wetdEri.

If, the roadway path should go directly over both • 1lNDBR 3 OAKS a CAVE,
'ArJiJ/or •~ :mr.rRANCE • CAVE, there lower sections shoUld become PennaJlP1lty
sealed in CoJw 1I!eLe .W act as barriem to pLeveut any potential CXJDtinpineot;s or
pl1 1ntant:s frail migratiDg into tbe sob-grade a1aDg~ featuLe's EOIItes/avens
into tJle suJ>.grade.

The condition of the Site Study Tract Area, has undergone dramatic
change of appearance in recent years thr9ugh the massive clearihg of Ash Juniper
( cedar ), of which before was very densely present, and now almost entirely
absent. Since then, vast areas and particularly:around cave entrance have been.
re-vegetated by tall native grasses, of which is very good for soil and sediinent
stabiUzation, and greatly helps to both difuse and filter Ranoff flows to be
captured as input to karst features. 'This helps to insure water qual!ty for. the
cave system, and aquatic habitat there-in. Great care should be taken to see that
such areas within surface collection basins of cJ.osed drainage to featUres remains
undisturbed, and under potential development should be prior outlined with fil­
tration &.C\9l1Struction fencing.

Habitat for the endangered II RtJadine Per:sephcme a, bas ~. been found,
as of this study, and remains It questionable" primarily due to the following
aspect observed in the past in other caves of nearby property. Both n Rhadine
Persephone, ~d Rhadine New- Species II have been observed to live in co-habitation
with each other in the same cave, and apparently with little, if any conflict.
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The nature of such relationship is still not ~9wn, but may simply indicate that
conflict is not apparent due to an abundance of food source typically present
within the area caves. COlnparative traits betWeen the' specisindicate that Rhadine
Persephone is typicaJ.ly larger in both size and body structure than the New Species,.
and in natural selection, would appear the more stronger or predominant of the 'I1iO.

Both of these species, like conditions where reddish clay floorings are present,
- and partiCUlarly" areas where n Pulverite It or chalky leached limestone is present,

However, it has bel:!rl my observation "that Rhadine Persephone is More preferential of
high quaJ.ity conditions, than is Rhadine New Species, who is apparently able to
settle for less qualit.y.areas. Many caves of this area 'Where only the New Species
has been found after many samplings, continue to evidence only their presence. Thus
I would support future samplings from these 8ite caves to evidence any co-hahita"tfon,
however, am of an impress-ion and opinion that habitat in these caves is primarily' .
that of the New Species, and potential !1abitat for Rhadine Persephone wou~d appear
yery marginal at best, if present at all.

The M:Jst U Problematic or Troublesome U Aspect of this Tract for application
of pot~tial development, is the Northwest-em quarter, where the nature of ground­
wacer ..£9nduits have developed -at considerably shallow depth, as is evidenced with
the structure & extent of If TESTODO TOBE II CAVE, and from· the presence of several
other features present within that tract in which Nothing is mown. Without the
benefits of such data, it is essentially impossible to determine bOWl and td what
extent the shared property boundaries around this Preserve And the Tract No. 3 are
effected. SUch condition well warrants a specific concern to both Habitat, and
'::iroundwater issues that woUld have to be studied before any scientific basis is
lJresent for surface and sub-grade delineations between detennining Sensitive and
Non-sensitive areas. I am un-aware of any· such studies to this effect, since the
point that the .. Testudo Tube II Preserve Tract was established.-

l\ddelJdnm Reporting Materials:

Site study CAVE MAPS (1:0)
Site Karst Featm:e Photognipb.y (7 Pages )
R'ilrst Featme IDeation Map (1)
-site T&o.... BePort (3 Payes )

* Report COpies to:

manton nevel' ..mert Qlapm.y (4)

HIKE , PJ::i.Dc:ipa.l./tExJectll~
,/

GmL<mST/ Karst~Speci.,~:n"
National cave Gat;e CODs1iLtant

HIKE 1iARION & ASSOCIATES

MIKE WARTON ..
MJKIf.WAR1"OfI a A8HCM1!8

. P.Q. BOX .1818
CEDAR PARK. TEXAS 78fI3O..1313
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GEOLOGIST I KARST'J"ERR.UNS~'·'.l'i~ONAL CAVE GATB CONSULTANT
P.o. BOX ,.i3i3 .CDU·P~T-BXAS 78630-1313 .
(S1Z)~ ·t4~j·~

SPECIALISTINTBXAS'BN\'DlO~ ~~CB &:~VJCES

SITE KARST FEATURE INVENTORY:

TRACT NO. ,3 Per The • RANCH AT DEER OREEK •
Residentia1 Subdi~sion Deve1op.en~ :
CEDAR PARK Area Soutb, TRAVIS &. tULLIAMSON

Counties, TEXAS

'!be Polloving;"KlJ~,(14):' Karst Featm:e Locatioos wei:e~ By GPS on MARCH
'13, 2001.~ l.OCaticma need to be pJ.ot;ted onto a, t.mct. no. 3 1aDd plat map
.by caapator, usi.D& crr.s/ tcs-:-84 Soft.war:e. TJ:a.ct No. 3 CQDSists of appiox. 300acres.,

I

GPS - UlH's

1. Karst Feature No. 1: North 0610233 East 3373500

2. Karst Featur:e No.2: North 0610200 East 3373467

i
3. Karst Featm:e No.3: North 0609957 East ~373316

I

4. Karst FeatUm No.4: North 0610069 'East ~373422

~

5. Karst Feature Rl. 5: North 0610095 Fast 3373439
j

6. Karst Peatme No. 6: North 0610047 East 3373410
.i

7: Karst Featme No. 7: North 0609703 East f373369

8. Karst Featw:e No. 8: North 06096i3 East 3373390
I.
;9. Karst Feature No. 9: North . 0609884 East ~373662
f

I

io. Karst Feature No.IO: North 0609618 East 3373537
I

II. Karst Feat1lXe l*>.ll: North 0609620 East 3313691

i2. Karst FeatuEe No.l2: North 0609489 Fast 3373739
I

i3. Karst Featm:e No.13': North 0609358 Fast 3373518
I

.~4. Karst Feat.uEe ltl.14: North 0609510 FaSt 3373985

.' r , ' , ' .. " .,' ':
'. :~ Note: ~·.Feat1D:eNo. 13 is beyoDd SCDt;b. fencing 5. l.ikel.y an oatJ..yiDg Fea~:~ ~·::~i.~~'i ~'ACcw:ai£y sbouJd ,be :to vitbiD 4.0 Heters/ AIL nwtings bad at l.east 5 sa~t~i:

. and IIIaD:Y had 6. , .' "
.j . It any questioos, p]ease coutact me'~ .(-SI2)
1 '

i
I

"I
" .i
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CAVI BIOLOGY OF TRACT 1#3, R..'\.NCH-AT DEER CRIEK',
CEDAR PARK, WILLIAMSON COUNTY. TEL\S

Jameo R. Reddell

3.Ma:r 1001

T\YC1vc cavcs and sinb have been biologically investigated on TJaCt'l#3 of'1ho Ranch at Deer
Creek subdivision. Mike Wartcn colJectod in aU of 'the featureS durlns Wlia1 excavation and
exploration. 1az=s RoddeD and~ Reyes re..co11ected in five of1hc~ Clt.YCS. No
~ ofthe enda:na'ered Tooth Cave srmmd beetle; RhadI~ penephontJ, were found. bUt at
lean three at the caws appear 10 COt1tam habitat for this species and should probably be re­
studied undct different conditiou. Of special note is the presance of IrOfJIobitic saJamamders of
the JCIlUS Eur;cea in Hunter"s Lane Cave. No sPecimens amId be col1eded but this is probably
an undiscowred species.

Discovery Well Cave

The prcs~ oftbxec trogIobites in the: C8.-ve indicates that this may contain habitat1brRhodlns
Penephons. Collections were made in rhe cave on 19 April 2001 by Mike Warton and OIl 1 May
2001 hy Jatucs Reddell and Marcelino Reyes. The following is a fauna list:

Harvestmen; .utobwwm tuwruentill (trogl~tbO)
Millipedes: Cambala .rpeohitl (troglobite)

Sf1IOdelrm4 sp. (troglobite)
Insects: Iusecta.latvaa undetermined (accidental)
Cave criokets: 0nI.11wphJ1td (Ceulhophtllls) new species B (trogJoxcno)

. CButhoph1Aa (Ce:u.thoph#us) aec,.,tus (trogloxOllCl)
Ground beetles: .RhodJne DCW species (treilobite)
Cliff frog: Syrrhophus tn41?WCld (IrOgJoxeno)

F..aSlnk

Mike Warton collcdcd in this small feature on 10 Ap.ril2001. The only fiDma prcsont were
roaches (Blattaria U12detortnined).

Grass.r Grove Sink

'This small fealure does nat appear to have habitat fat troglobites. M1ke Warton co1leetecl in
this small feature on 13 April 200). The following is a fauna list •

Terrwtrial isopods: Ooiscoidea undetetrnined
Centipedes: LithobiomorphA undetennined
Millipedes: DipJopoda undetcnnincd (accidental)

Hole in the Draw C~e

This small cave does Dot appear 10 have habitat for trcglobitcs. Mike Warton collected in it 011
12 Apri1200 1. The followiDg is a fauna lise .

w

1
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Spiders: Araneae undetermined
Cave crickets: C,uthophtlus (Geotrtti);) CIlIfiaukrrls (ttoglophlle)

Hunterl LaDe Cave

this cave appears to potentially have habitat fbr RhadJne perse.phoM. Two terrestrial~ two
aquatic ·1roI1obites were present. CoUcetlODS wero made in 'the cave in April 2001 by Miko
Wartan aad on 1 May 2001 by Jamta Reddell and Marcelino Reyes. Tho following ia a fauaa list:

Flatworms: 'lSphallopltlntl ;p. (ttoglobite)
SJW1s; Gutro;poda UDdetenniDed (empty shell)
Spiders: Arancao uDdetcrmined
Hatvostmcu: UIohllhum toWMtWlJI (~oxene)
MilJipedos: DiploPoda undeteoniDed .

cambala IpBobla (troglobite)
S[J«Jihl1m#.cp. (troglobfte) .

Cave crickets: CflIlthophilus (Ceuthophllu.r) ncretus (trogloxene)
Salamanders: Eur)'CeQ ?new apcciC'3 (trogiobitc)

Jwnbled R~ks Ca-tre

This small cave docs not appear to have habitat !Or 1rog1obites. Collectiou wero made in lhe
cave on 10 April 2001 by Miko Warteu and on 1 May 2001 by James Rodde11 aud Marce1iao
Reyes. The following is a 1iuma list

TcncstriaI isopods: Oniscoidea unr:kutmiDed
Splden: Anmeaa undetermined
~: Lriobunuin townJendil (troa1~)
Mi11ipcdcs~ Diplopoda. undctcnnined
SpriDgtai1s: Collembo1a undetmnined
Cave crickets: Caulkophtlus (Cruthophllfl.t) $BC1¥IIUS (troglaxene)
Rove beetles: Staphylioi~ Se:t1US and species
Flies: DIptera~
Mosquitoes: Culicidae SeDUS aod spodta (ttogloxcnc)

Lime Creek Road Slnk

'I1iJs small featnre does not appear to have habimt for troglcbib::s. Mike Warton collected in the
sink OIl 10 April 2001. The followu,S is a&uca fiat '

Condpedes: Litbobiomorpha wuletermined
. SDUligoridae gezms and species

Millipedes: Diplopcda undetermined

PcnimDlOIl Well Cave

This cave COnWDs three troglobites and may be habitat 1br Rhadi". p'r&tlphon,. CoDections
were made in the cave 01111 Apri12001 by Mnce Warton and on 1 May 2001 by James R.eddon·
aDd MartdiDo Reyes. The following is a 1iuma list:

Tem:rat;tiAl iaopods: Oniscoidea uodetcmilited
'oJ

2
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Spiders: .Arancae undctermhtcd.
Oerurlna (Cicul'ell4) sp. (trogiobite)

Harvestmen;1AI~ tOWNflndJt (tn)glaxene)
Millipedes: Cambala 3f*bta (tloglobito)
Cave eric:kds: CeuthDphllllS (Ceu.Iho[ihilus) new species B(trogloxenc)

Ceuthophihu (Geotettt;r) r:umculari6 (trollophU~)

Ground beet1e@t..Rhadine new speoies (ttriglobite).

Uucorked CAVI:

The prcscacc of two troglobitts in the cave indicates that this could be habitat for Rhadine
psrsephcn8. Mike Warto1\ collected in the cave on 24 April 2001. The ioUOWing is a &una list:

Spiders: Ocw1na (CJcure/ltt) sp. (trOSlobite) .
Subtemmean silverfish: Temreddellfa spa (trogtobite)
Beetles: CoJ$OptC.t'a undetermined (accidental)

Understory Cave

This CAVIl doa not IPP=t 10 co.otain habitat for Rhadln6 Persephone. Collections WCtO made
in tho C8W1 Oil· 11 April 2001 by Mike Warton and on 1 May 2.00l by lames Reddell and
MatcellDo Reyes. The fo11owins is a &una list:

Terrestrial isopods: ODiscoidea undetermined
Spidem: Araneae undct«tnhlcd

C/(RU'/114 (OcuNlla) ap. (tro,globite)
Harvestmen: Ltri(J/)unum town8cmdtf (uog1oxene)
Springtails; CollemboJa undetermined
Cave ctickCt$= CeuthophJhu (CeuthDphll.us) new species B (trogloxene)

CeuthophiTus (Cmdhoph1lus) aecretus (trogloxcne)
Rove; beetles: StapbyUni~o genus and species
Mosquitoes: Culicidae gettus aDd 8~cics (tro&loxene)

Yawning Eutranet CaYe

This amall cave drx:s not appear to contain. habitat tor Rht:tdtne penephoM. Mike Warton
oollected in tho Gave in April 2001. The following is a fauna list:

Spiders: Anmeae undettmnlned .
Cave criclcet!l~ Cewhophllru (Cd"'lhopJrllll$) new ipecies B <uos1oxene)

Zig-Zag Cave

1bis '.mall cave docs not apl*\r to contlin habitc\1. for Rhadtm P'J-$'phon,. Mike Warto.u
coUected in the cave on 19 April 2001. The only fauna found wu a centipede of the .family
Scutiaerldae. .

3
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CAVE BIOLOGY OF TRACT 13, RANCH AT DEER CREEK.
CEDA11.PARK, WD..LIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS

James B.. BedeWl

27 Ja.auary 1001

'I'welve caves aDd JiDles havo been bloJosically iJlvestigated OQ Tnact #3 of tho Ilancb at Deer'
Cn:c-k snbdi'visicn. Mike Warton ca1lccted in an of the features daring inidBI~on and
exploaltioa Jamos Reddd1 and Marco1ino R.cycs rc-collcd04 in five of the Iarpat caves in May
2001. James R.edde~~ Reyes, and. Mike Warton recumed to tho.mea on 26 1anuary
2002. Tho codanpre4 Tooth Cavo gronndb~ Rhlldlne pn'I,phone., was toand. in Discovery
Well Cave ott the last date, but two other caves .appear to contain habiIat for this species, and
should probably be re-studicd under ditres cut ~ODS. Of special nate is the prescaco of
trogIobitic salamaadeta of the aeau &r;IcetI in Hqnter'a .L1UlC Cave. No~ ccu1d be
(:OUCGted bIltibis is p«Jblbly fItlundo8cribed spe¢ioa•

.The·pRSeDC\l ofRhat/intI plrsephorra in Discover}· WoJl Cave provides stroapr evidence that
Ibis species wiD al&o be fuuDd in other caves on tho property. DiBcovetyW~ HuDIer·s LaDe. and
lJncot'ked QI:ves are clearly structma1ly cormected even ifbumaD counections arc not possible

. aud.an should be amidered habitat ~. the endanpred ground ~c. A rocord ~Y''''.~'~.:.. .
~ of RhodIne penq1~ m Pmimmim Well Cave luis not·bCCI1 ~:J.r
cumination ofspcobneDa, but the P*'noo ofRhadIne new',species indic8ta thatit1ike1y.~.
thero ad this cave should probably also be~dervd habitat:tOr tho endaDpre4srouncl bootie;

Disccrvery Well Cave

Collections~ mado ill the caw on 19 April 2001 by Mike Wa.t'tcJa, on 1 May 2001 by
lames R.oddeIl and Ma:ratJino Reyes, and (JIl'26 Jauary 2002. Oa the lauer date the endaDgered
Teoth Caw around beedo. RhtJdme penephonB, was tbu4d The t'oIlowiDa temperature and
humidity readmp Were mken ill January. These readiDp are as follows': aud8cc twipeuduIC
(j7.:5° F), !Il1J't1we humidity (41%);'end ofeave temperature (630 F), end ofcave humidity (90%).
The foJIowiq is a&una. lise .
~~ lAdttbrln.um trJwIt$~ndll (~)

MiUipedes: CambQ/Q q;qobta (1l'Ogloblto)
SpI«Jumus ap. (troglabite)

1nsects: 1uIecta larvae 11IldetermiDed (ACCidaDal)
Caw crickets: Cnthophilus (Calthophibu) IIGW spc:cioa B (tIoJl~c)

CtNthophtlu:t (Ctntthop1Jilrls) "t:t'thU (ttesJoseae)
Gmmd~ RTtadtne~w $peCies ('tl'oglobit&)

RhtJdJne JXWep/umI (boIlobitce)
Cliff tiog: Syrrhophus mttmtJd:J (watoxece)

Mike WartDIl collected. in this small feature on 10 April 2001. The only euma pte8lm't were.
roacbea (BlaUaria~). '. .

,i
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Grassy Grove Sink·· -

This small featu:'C does not appear to have habitat for trogtoofus. Mike Warto!\ caUootod in
'this ItDB11 feature on 13 April 2001. The following is a filuJJa list

Tcrcstrial isapods: Oniscoidca u.ndsterIninad
Centipedes: Lithobiommpha tmdetem1ined
Millipedes: Diplopoda undetcnnincd (accidord::llj

Hole in the Draw Cave

11WI small QVC doea not appear to have habitat for troglobitcs. Mi.kc.Wanou coll~d in it on
12 April 2001. The fo1lowiD8 is 8 fiwua list:

Spidera~ Aralleacuud~QCf
cave trk!tets; C8UtllOphlIUJ (Geotvttf~) cunJculQrls (troglophilo)

.,.,-
1bis cave appeam to potential1)' bve habitat fer RharJlnfl persep1wne. Two ter.restrial laO two

a.qua:tic t:oglobite9 were preseatt. CollecdODS were made in thQ cave in April 2001 by Mike
W~ 011 1 May 2001 by James Reddell and Marceline R.cy,cs, 8114 CD 26 JaD.uary 2002 by
1~~ Marcelino byes, and Mi\e WartDn. The cave uoUwo cold and dry in JamJar}' to
ha\'e tTogl0bit"5. "Ihs fcllowiq tcmpcraturo and bmnidity rcadinp wca'c.1Bbn in Jammy: surface
~ (57.SD P),~ hulnidity (41"); tcmpeusture at end of~(5~ F), humidity at
end ofeavt (8,29"). lhe foIlowilrg is " fauna list;

Flatwonas: ?SpJu.dloplanD $p. (vostobite)
Saai1s: Gastropoda _etermined (empty shell)
Spiders: AJueae UDdetermincd
H.arvcstmc:Il: Lelobunum IDMuUJdlI (troglOXGDC)
Millipede: Diplopoda undctJ:rmincd

C4mballJ IIJ1fDbIIl (trogJobito)
~ ap. (troslobito)

Cave ak:bIs: CndrophJbu (CeuthophJlus) UC1'itrJS (trog!oxene,
Salamanders: &ryr;ea~ spcc;ics (tros1cbins)

Jumbled Rock. Calve

This small cave does itO; appear to have habitat for ttoa1obltes. Co11eUiuas wen: made in th~

ca.vc OD. 10 .April 2GO1 by Mike Warton and on 1 May 2001 by lames RceicU and Marcelino i

RcyQ. The iOUowiD& is a fauna list:
Terrestrial isopoda: OlUscoidea \1lUktennined
Spiders: Arueueuad~
HarvestmeIl: ulobll1l1UR tvNnIcndil (trogJoxone)
Millipedes: Dipl~ UDdeWmined
Sprinstaila: Col1embola uodetennined
Cam crU:bts: Cetlthaphilus (C~phtlus) ~~tu; (trogiaxcme)
Row bcotJO$:~dae 8CQIII and spcciC2! .
Flies: Dfpteta~ed
MOlq"ito~: Culicidae genus and species (troglaxene)

2
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Lime Creek Road Sink

PAGE 03

This smaJ.1 ftla1:uIo~ not appcat to have habitat for troglobit=;. Mike WaJ1CID co1leaad in the
sink oil 10 April 2001. Tho fon~wing is a'tiAma list:

CesltipedeI: Lithobiomorpba UDdetormiDed
~«idab sc=s and species

Millipeda: Diplopoda undetenrrined

Penimmoa Well Cave

This cave coataiDs three trosJobi1es and ma)l be habitat 1br RhadintJ plIl'nphone. CoUections
wmc made m the cave on 11 April 2001 by Mike Warton, on 1 May 2001 by Jamesa R.eddeIleDd
Marccbo Rq;s, IDd OD 26 ~uary 2002 by 1anJC1!.llcd~1,Marc:clinoRaycs. and Mikewarton:
The <:ave \\'as too cold and dQ. itt 1anuary to contain troglobitcs aud only «;ave aridau were
found. The following tempetature and humidity xeadings were taken in Ja=ary: surfAce
tumperature (5r Ph~ humidity (41%), temperature &tend ofc:ave (610 Fh humidity at
end ofcaw (84%). Tho foUawins is a f8una list

Temstrial iaopods~ Qniacridea~
Spiders: Araar:ac UIldetllJ'Jldaod

CtcurlnD (C1ClP"llla) sp. (troslobitt)
HarvostmeD: LslDlnImmJ to'W1llmdtt (troaJoxGDe)
MilUpedea: Ctun1JQIa rpIObta (1rog1obite)
Owe critJkeca: Ceuthophlllll (C8uthophtllll) new species B (troglmume)

CeuthtJph/bIJ (GeOlBtttx) CIUlIculJrIs (ttogIopbi1e)'
Ground bcc:tlcs: R1:tzdlng beJW specim {troJtobite)

UIlCOrked Cave

lhc preseuoe of two tmgIobites in the cave indicates that this could' be habitat for RJu:tdlm!
j>efJephorlll. Collectiom wero IDlIdr: in dus cavc em 24 April 2001, and on 2ti ll1DU8t)' 2002 by
lamoa RecldcIl. MatocJ.iJw Reyes, and Mike WartoD. The cave' cold and dry ill JaJluaty aDd the
oaly faI18a band w«o 1'D09qG~ CAVO cri.cbca. ~ &Ul ~dcnta1 spider.Tho £ollowirJa is.a
A1IDI1iat:

Spidcm: ClCldlha (Clcurella) sp. (trogiobiteJ
L~A and • (aa:ideataI)'1-genus speaes .

SubialaDcan aiIwrfisb; TnoIYdtkOla ap. (1rosIabjtc)
Om CIiGbb: Cftllhophlha (CruthophdUII) ACW species B (troglOm1C)
BeetIos~ CoJooptera UDdetenDiDcd (accideataO
Mosquitoes: CuJicidu soous and sped. (trosloxeue)

This caw does not appellIl'to contain habitat for RNlJlne Pensphone. Co"«¢iOD8 were !Dade
in the ~e OIl 11 .April 2001 by Miko Wanoa and ~ 1 May 2001 by James I.leddeIl tmel
Mar=tipo Rayt:s. The following is a ikuna Jist:

3
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Temstrial iJopoda;ObiseoideaUltdetennined
Spiders: A.tancac undt:tmmincd

Ctcurtna (~nr/la) ap. (troglobitc)
Hanmman: lAIolnmJIm trJW1'I8endJt (uogloxene)
SprinpiJs: CollamboJa lIDc1etennined
Cave crickets: Ceuthophtlus (Cl1f~thophllus) DeW species B (trogloxene)

C'1!Jlthophilus (CeuthophtlUJ) ucretIU (trogloxene)
Ravtl beetles: Stapby1ini~ genus and species
Mosquitoes: Culicidaegenus and speeics (trosloxene)

y 8:wol1l8 Elitru~ Cave·

This small cavc docs not appear to contain habitat for RhadJne ~n6phone. Mike Wartoo
colleded. in the cave in April 2001. The fcl10winB is a fauna Iiat:

Spiders: Arancac~
- .. Cave ~ck_: Ceurhopkilul (C~phil'US) new speoies S'ltro,gloxene)

.....

Zig-Zag Cave

This 8!11all Qa1I~ docs not appear to contain habitat for Rhadine penephone. :Mike Watton
collected in 1he cave CD 19 April 2001. The only fauna found was a cemipedo of the family
seutigetidae.
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DISCOVERY WELL CAVE
WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS

SUUNTOS &. TAPE SURVEY APRIL 24, 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE WARTON &. ; ASSOCIATES: B. WETUSKl
M# WARTON DRAFT BY: M. WARTON
LENGTH: CO 3'+ DEPTH~ 29.. 0'+ COHFIGURATION OF: 42' X 7'

passage cons1ric1ed
(continues too small') .'.

~---.

I~"
.....
• <,?l ~

WALNUT LIMESTONE Fm (~)

Cedar Park member

PLAN

PROFlLE.o
SOuth looking North

~ ~/ Major- Range Point Recharge Feature
Prepared by; Mike Warton &. Associates.
AP~I L't 2001.



HOLE ·IN .TH:E.' DRAW: CAVE
. .' WILLIAMSON'" COUNTY, TEXAS'

SUUNTOS & TAPE, SURVEY • APR,IL 12, 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE', WARTON &. ASSOCIA1ES: B. WETUSKI •
M. WARTON· DRAFT BY; N. WARTON
LENGTH~ 1:8.4' .DEPTH: G~b" CONAGURATION OF: 10 'x 71-

. ..:.PlAN' . t---~~k Joint at N. 750 E.

,
5

Dome-

Scale in feet; .1/4"" 1.0'

~n.trance

G' Drop

l

ENTRANCE'
G'Drop

-' '_:·M: ~....,:·-:~.i~:,
I' , I '
I '

Massive Infilling of cl~y &. rocks
(No dr~inage por-t'aJ ')', ' , .• •

'..

=-:. ,~.:. .,
WALNUT LIMESTONE Fm.<Kwal
Cedar Park member

PROFrLE
Sou1hweSt looking Northeast

• • \l

~Mln.o~ Rang~. ~?Int~ec~rgeFeature
Relic recharge 'condt110n

Preparoo by; Mike Warton &. Associa1es:
APRI L , 2001'
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Drop
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HUN:TE:RS' "LANE" CAVE
. .WI LLIAMSO:N 'COUNTY, TEX.AS

SUONTOS & TAPE SURVEY' ., APRIL i4 2001
PEPSONNEL; MIKE .WARTON &. ASSOCIATES: .8.. WETUSKl ..

.M... WARTON ORAI:T BY:" M.- WARTON
LENG.TH: 128.7' . DEPTH': 3G.G' A, CONFIGURATION OF: 52'x 26'·. .; '" . .

Seale 10 feet: 118-=1-0
ri 5'.. 10' . 15~' ~ 25' " . .JI".
I l J Li, ) ~ ''£__ J.l===;b,11:3II2_-===:;;:1.,...._IlIaId:::;:::::;:==l' , ~l-/ Confin!--\es

~<:;> ?ubm~i9ed
. "'-.1he"Intravenous

Stream­
(Groundwater Conduit)

..

PLAN

~

... . "SalYTlander Habitat-:
~ "M4JOR Range
F?osnf Recharge Fea1ure

Continues too low



Rock Joint at -----.....;/
N. 35° E.

N

JUMBLED ROCKS CAVE
'TRAVIS' . COUNT'y; "'TEXAS

SUUNTOS &. TAPE SURVEY • APRIL ~6 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE WAATON & ASSOCIATES ~ B. WETUSKI
M. WARTON • DRAFT BY: M. WA~TON
LENGTH: '26. a' DEPTH~ .i1. 7' CONFIGURATION 0 F: 19' x 1 0 '

PLAN

5'

" • 0\' •
;f lntermedlate Range Point

Recharge Fea1Ure

~...-.:;.-- ENTRANCE
7' Drop

5' 10
1

, !

"

..,..

'/ ENTRANCE

7' orOPl
l '.,

WALNUT LIMESTONE Fm. (Kwa)
Cedar Park member

Drains along deCIinin9 roof &. floor

FI~rin9 i$am~sivematrix t
ofJumbled rOCks 8. cl ay , \

. _... • ~'4' \

Prepared by: Mike Warton &. Associates
APRIL, 2001
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Too Small

". - "Foss. I Conduit
(infeeder)

Scale in feet: 1/8~=1.. 0J

PERSIMMON WELL CAVE
:r"RAVJS" COUNTY, TEXAS

SUUNTOS &. TAPE SUAVEY .. ' APPtlL11 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE WARTON & ASSOCIATES; B. WETUSKI-
M. WARTON DRAFT BY: M. WARTON -
LENGTH; 7G.S' DEPTH: 23.4' CONFIGURATION OF: 5G'x22'

--_...----
." ,,'

ENTRANCE
i~' Drop

Entr4f1ce
iG' Drop

+

too small...

-~

PLAN

" It
INTERMEDIATE Range
Point Recharge Feature

Prepared by; Mike War10n & Ass.ociate~:

APRIL, 2001

PROFILE
South looking North
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Scale in .Feet: .s.A"':1..01

I

4' Drop -------..i~-_

UNCORKED··'·CAVE
WILLrAMSON CO'UNTY, TEX~AS.·-

SUUNTOS & TAPE SURVEY • APRIL :24 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE WARTON ~ ASSOCIAtES: B. WETUSKI-
M.-WARTON DRAFT BY: M.. WARTON ~~

LENGTH~29.5' DEPTH:15.0' CONFIGURATION. OF:iG'x 8'

.~

e
·t

La!Qe Post Oak Tree J .. '

'f.' .' . .~~.

PLAN

·Minor"Range·Point Rech4rge Feature
Prepared by;Mike W~rton &. Associa.1es~

APR,. ~ '. 2.001

PROFILE
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Window pa&!>cge

Dome Shaft

Low bedding plane· room
Cd,Mk gray cl~Y'soil fJoprs)

UNDER.THBEE.OAKS:CAVE
WILLIAMSON' COUNTY, TEXAS

SUUNTOS & TAPE SURVEY '. APRIL 14, 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE WARTON'" ASSOC'IATES: B. WETUSKI •

~ M. WARTON..: DRAFT BY: M. W·ARTON
LENGTH: 4 5, 7 1

•.DEPTH: 17. 8/ eONA GURATlON OF: :3 5' x 18',.

,.....

P'LAN

Low beddingiJirsne room

.PROFILE
~est looking, Nor1heasl

~ WALNUT -'L1MESTONE Fm.CKwaJ
Cedar Park Member

"
". ~: I ..

'.,.. It ..-

: .Mtnor Range PO£nt Recharge F~ure

3 OakS ----.po

,0"

:' .,":.; ~

..... : ..

. It.
0'" •

• !

" .

~~. ~~~ '.~'--- .. ;:.-

1 .. _ ~ .', '.

Prepnred by; Mike WGrton &. Associates:

APAll, 2001.
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WAlNUT LIMESTONE fm.. (Kwa)
Cedar Park member

~~~~~~~~·J.I -.19.0'
F1 LLED (NO' drainage porta',)

.:. #~ .--

UNDERS}?<?>RY·CAVE-
, TRA-VIS" COUN.TY; .'·I~E·X.:AS

SUUNTOS &. TAPE SURVEY • APRIL 11, 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE ~RTON ~ ASSOCIATES: B. WE1"USKI •

'M. WAf=.\TON • DRAFJ BY~ 'M. WAATON
LENGTH: 44...0' DEPTH: :1.9~O' CC>NAGURATJON OF: Z.rx i.8-'

N

P[AN

"UINOR" n Po· n ....'lllm Ma~gE' InT nee. IQrge

Prepared by; Mike Warton & Associates;
APRIL 11, 2001 ':



YAWNING ENTRANCE CAVE
TRA VI S COUNTY, TE'XAS

SUUNTOS &. TAPE SURVEY • APRIL 9 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE WARTON & ASSOCIATES ~ B~ WETUSK1-
M, WARTON -- DRAFT BY: M.. WARTON I

LENGTH: 2 G. 8" DEPTH: i5. a' CONFIGURATION OF; i 9'x 4

Dlt::::'========1.' .at1pJ

Scale: 114": 1. OJ
ENTRANCE
j 3J

• Drop

-PLAN

PROFILE
Southeas1 looking Norlhwes1

WALNUT LIMESTONE
(Kwa)

Cedar Park member

.'

Entranc~

13' Drop

1

.. ,I.
,"......... .

~~:o:d~~~'>i. .\

• .. Continues
". _~ too narrow
'~~.l\" . ~

*. : \~

F:IL.LED (No drain portal)

~ h •
M1NOR Range Point Recharge
CNo1 Significant ')
Prepared by; Mi ke Warton 6. Associates ~

APRIL., 2001
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ZIG ZAG CAVE
~';~TRAVI S COUNTY; T'EXAS

SUUNTOS ~ TAPE. SURVEY APRIL 20., 2001
PERSONNEL; MIKE WARTON &. ASSOCIATES: 8. WETUSKI·
M.. WARTON DRAFT BY: M. WARTON
L.ENGTH: 32 .. 5' DEPTH: 10.0' CONFIGURATION OF: 2i'x S'

.PLAN

N 0
1 l' iO'

t::l========............_.J
Scale: 1/4" =1.0'

WatQf worn
drainage trou9h---~~

PROFILE
SOUth looking North

ENTRANCE
G, Drop
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6' Drop

!
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GEOLOGIST I KA.BST TEIlRAINS Sl'.ECL\LJS1' I NA110NAL CAVE GATE CONSULTANT
P.O. BOX' 1313 CEDAR PARK, TEXAS 78630-1313
(ill) 250-0705 FAX (512) Z5O-O'706

SPEOAUST IN TEXAS' ENVIllONMENTAL KARST RESEARCH & SERVICES

mANTON DBVEUlPHBRr cmtPANY
1101 Dixectors m'Vd., Ste. 290
AUSTIN, TBDS 78744

AC (512) 441-1557
Fax: (512) 441-1922
Attn: Hr. Perry o. manton, ~dent"
land J)eVpl epnent & P1 mndng Dept.

~:-,-....
- "

. Be: Re-Collecticm of Invertehra'tes £tom Tract
~.. 3 (ll9.69Acres of 1:be .. Rarich at Deer
creek: ,,/ IIS~ No. -2 11 LLC)
Besie;tential SUbdivision Devel.q Df; Prospectus,
CEDAR PARK kea South,~ & TRAVIS
Counties, TEXAS.

~ " McJenibw Report of Pindjnys a

• .' ••• J ,~
., ": ...

a ADDENDUM REPORT OF FINDINGS "

RE-COLLEC'lION OF KARST INVER'l'EBRATES FROM TRACT NO. 3 CAVES
( 119.69 ACRBS OF THE II RANCH AT DEER CREEK ,,' " STANDARD­
HORRISON NO. 2 LLC " .) RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT
PROSPECTDS, CEDAR PARK AREA SOOTH, WILLIAMSON & TRAVIS

COUN'l'IES, TEXAS •

DATE: ~~BRU~Y 7, 2002

IntJ:odoction:

Pursuant to our meeting with the O. S. Fish &. Wildlife service on
10/17/2001, and approved written proposal for the re-collection of karst invertebrates
10/29/2001, a re-CO~lection of karst invertebrates was performed"at the site·s II Key It,

or );Irimary caves remaining of potential to produced Habitat for the Endangered It TOOTH
CAVE n Ground Beetle, or a Rbadine Pe1::sea;h:me • Species. The basis and contention of
this re-collection effort, is based on cnir past field observances that this specie$ is
apparently more active in foraging, becaning mo.r;e easily fOWld during the late fall and
winter months of the seasonal year, than during spring conditiona that would be indicat­
ed as preferential for other invertebrate species. Thus, a re-collection effort of site
specific caves potential for this species was performed on JANUARY 26, 200~.

Site :Aipedfic caves of Potential. Habitat:

As indicated from previous studies, and taxonomy listings from caves I

the following caves were mar'Jced for the purpose of this re-collection effort:

.,; 1. " PerxiJlRDOD 1fel.1. eave
2. " Di.scoveJ:y wen II cave
3. .. Harrters I.ane" cave
4. • tlIl-Q)J:k.ed It cave
All of the above listed ~ite caves have exibited characteristics of
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greater physical & hydrogeological extents th.i:in what has~ possible to explore,
survey, and confirm in the field. Ft1rthe.r, the presence of • m-tlm: Rev Species D

was confirmed from both ,. l?erSimmon Well ", and' tl Discovery well " caves. Of an
additional note of importance, 'lrOglobitic saJ.a.man~ (n Eurycea II) have"been
observed at the bottom of II Hunters' Lane· tf cave, however, have not yet been

_ coJ.1ected for study. The n Hunters" Lane II eatJplex of caves (It Clusi:?er n) con-
_ : sists of at Hunters- Lane &I, "Discovery we1l,", and "Un-eorked" caves, and f~ all

indications, this complex is the initial point. of input for the " ButtercuP creek "
cave System, as it is thought of along it's main cave trend of Jmown interconnecting
entrances.

The FOUR (4) SUbject caves were re-co~~ected on JANUARY 26, 2002, under the
diJ.7eCtion of Karst Geo~ogist/ Specialist Hike warton ( Federal, Fermit No.
TEO-22329-0 ), ·and assisted by James Reddell (Regional Invertebrate Specialist),
and Karst Assistant HarceJ.ino Reyes. A's4ngJe specilM!D Of tbe 1bt+Lgend • Tooth
eave GEowid aetJe -/ • ~JIe Pereelhi"P • 11Ii1S finally faaad.'BitJdn '. DISOMIli
Ii£[L • CAVE. This &pe9imen was found on a wall 'within the Pirst small dome, area of
the c1escending passage at about 30' feet down into the cave.. Additionally, a single
specimen 'of • RaiHlM' New Species • 1IiI8 also cal lrted fxmI the eave '( floor of the
passage strewn with washed in cl.ay sediments &. rocks just beyond the First dane).
'!he ,lJreseDCe of Rhadine New Species was almady 1moWn from this cave, however I the
finding Of It Rhadine Persephone II evidences to a co-habitat1on of the Two species
within this cave. As the cave is interconnective with H Hunters' Lane It and II tln­
COl1ted n caves wiehin a " Cluster u arrangement of close proximity, AU. titRBE (3)'
caves of this Ovtpler. axe to be ce:msJdered aud omf1Dled as ED'ategetelt:'.IliYet:tJehi:.ate
fP'cjes Bilbitat. cave interior measurements of atmospheric conditiona at. the time af
collections are recOrded ~thin enclosed James Reddell'S ,taxonomic ~istings of ~he
ca:ves~ ( enl.C1osed AddendUm Report ). . . .

Be 'hI lectiQD of caves 011 !B'M lAB!' 1;,2002:

An Addi'tiona1 re-co~ion attempt of t.be 4~ occurred on February 1,'
2002. The First cave att.empted was " Hunters Lane .11' cave of the " Discovery Well II

cave complex, as 'We were hopefUl of finding :Rhadine' Persephone present here, as
had recently been the case at " Discovery·Well " Cave. '!be cave was scaDred
intensely for it's presence, however, we well. noted that the cave was ~l colder
than the previous trip, the water in the lower cOnduit was like ice, and air-flow
coming from the conduit was very coJJ1. On this inspection of' the eavt!, No inverte­
brates were found or observed (Not even cave crickets "were found). In the conduit
passage, No usual flatworms or sa1amanders were to be seen ,in 'the clear water of
the stream. 0V'er-aJ.1 conditions in all of the caves~ essentially t.OQ ,co~d for
finding any invertebrates present.' .

j'

"

With the recent findin:l of the Endangered .. Tooth II Cave Ground Beetle
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or II :Rbadine Pe.I;sepbcne II within II Discovery wen. II cave, this cave cxupl.ex of
tile property a:msisting of • Discovery Well II, II Hunters laDe II ;. and a UDcorked n

caves sboul d be CODSidered Habitat for RndangeJ:ed cave Invertebrate Speci,es. It·s
p:rotecti.ve area shoul.d also im::l.ude II Grassy Gr:ove II Sink, ~ II HoJ..e in the Draw n

eave, as aJ.l. of tbese caves are intenxmnecti:ve to tbe II BJl-r.ERUJP CREm{ If cave
_ SysteD P.rope.r, and tbis pmtectivearea sboul.d be :inter:cmmective ~t t;.he surface

with the' estah1.i.Siied Preserve area. Of tbe adjacent Bnttercop Creek: Property that
amtains II Ne:I.scKi Rand1 ", Uex ", and II Bnttercop Creek: II (Main ~traDce) caves.

Al.tbough the :Rbadine Persep1vJne species bas still. Not been found at
.. Pe.tsiDDon 1iell .. cave, our opinion, as lle1l. as James. Reddel.1's, is that it
ultimately likel.y will be, aDd tbis cave as 1iell as n Lime Creek: " Sink, and
.. Jmnb]ed Rocks II cave sboal.d be coosidered as Habitat area fOr the species,
and their protective areas at the surface shDol.d be i.nterconnective with the
exist~ n Testudo Tube .. cave Preserve '.l'ract•

." In .assessment of' n Zig zag ... cave, No habitat is ever J.ike.ly to be found
due to::.t.be cmstri.ctive extent. of tbe cave, houever, it does pOss:ss a signifi­
cance of .Point Recbarge cont.ri.bation to ~ cave SysteD. It·s surface protection
area. should eociJ:cl.e it·s .runoff basin, bowever, lie find no scientific bas4; that
it sboul.d have to be~ve to the .. Testudo " cave Preseve area at the surface,
and ~d be in a seperate presezve. SeveI:al. of 1;be T.r:act 3 caves may furtber
~. access CODt.E01 by means of gating wi1:h gmwth of the area.

ID. SDIIIIIiltion of the tracts babitat aJ:eaS, a babitat l.iDe &. boundary 'rill. have
to be dra1m. ·aDd establ j shed to incor:pm:ate t.bese areas. Perspect of tbat, it is
clear by both extent aDd surface topognpby tbat soc:b lrabitat 1ine need Not extend
at. aIW point 1:0 the tract IS South bormdary line & fencing. It 'WOUld fUrther be
interpreted that the potentia]. oanti.nued al.ignmerit path for. Anderson Hill Road to
a junctul:e point with Lime Creek: Road lRlUld 1OOk.i_~ feasible with No impacts
~"!'ed to the B'ilmtlBabitat Area. }?lease contact our office nth any qaestiaos
or if farther assi.staDce.is needed. .

hJdeodnm Re).Jort Materials:

Site Taxnnanj c Report. of February 7, 2002/ James Reddell (4 pages)

Q)pi.es of Report. to:

Bt.J\NTON DEVElDPMENT (DIPANY" ( 6 )

....

HIKE llARTON/ •pa1 Executive

GEOLCX.nSl'I :Karst TerxaiDs Spec:i.al.ist
NatiooaJ. cave Gate CoDsul.tantl Provider

MIKE lmRTON &. ASSOC~

MIKE WARTON
MIKE WARTOtJ & ASSOCIATES

P.o. BOX 11313
CEDAR PARK. TEXAS 78630-1313

3 of 3



----------_.._~--~~--

20'

"

".:-."...---- * RbadiDe Persepbon.e
:" ft:J!md beJ:e an 1-26-2002

(flDor is 1B1:er wShPd .rodc:s
with~ xed cJ.ay deposita)

. .

continues' -1!!:.) ,,
too low /: ~':t-a,::."

k~~~':-'

0' 5' 1 itt i'S lQ' 25' 3ft I, ~:-
tt::::==:l"IIIIMI!l-e'===1........"'Ii::::=:=i'...__' ~.: .

:- ~ Scale ,n Feet; .ila·=.1.0'

DISCOVE-RY WELL CAVE
WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS

SUUHTOS & TAPE SURVEY • APRIL Z4, 2001
PERSONNEL; UlKE WARTON & 'ASSOCIATES: B. WETUSKI
M,. WARTON • DRAFT BY: M. WARTON'
I-ENGTH: ~3'+ DEPTH~ 29.. 0'+ COHFlGURAnON OF: 42'x 7'

passage cons1Tictect
ccontinues 100 SI1UII)\ ~:~ ~ - . .

I ?l~ ,
'" .~'

WAlNUT LIMESTONE Fm (~)

Cedar Park member

PLAN ..
R

PROFlLE.
SOU th lOOking North

.. ~:Major- Range Point Recharge Femure·
Prepared by; Mike WClrtOn & AssociaTes:
APRIL, 200.1
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GEOLOGIST I KABST TElUlAINS SPBCIATm I NA'DONALCAW GATE CONSIlLTANl'

P.O.BOX# i3u 'CBDAB.PARK,'l'BXAS '78638-1313
(SU) 250-0'705 1l'AX (SU)~

SPEClAI:IST JN1'DAS'BNVIRONMBNTALKABSTRBSBAB.CII &: SBRVlCBS. ., ..
Mdeodum t;o Taxnnanic Report 2107/l0f¥?

BiOl.ogica1 COllec:ticms & Atauosphe.ric ,D1ta per 13 lfaEst Features of tbe n Ranch
-:-. - at~ cxeelt n, 'lract No.3, cedar.PaJ:k Area South, Williamson &. Travis Counties,

Texas.

Karst Feature Name!ID: COllection IBtes: Data:

1. aBol.e in tbe JkaW" cave April. 12/01-11am
April. 24/0,l-2pm ,

SoJ:face
73F + 68H
80F + 7lB

in-Cave
76F + 89H
7SF + 93H

2.nGrass.Y Grove" Si.Dk .AprU 13/01-12ocan 74F = 70B 73F + 72H

3.1ttJndeJ;.3 oaks" eave

4. aDi.scovery wel..lD cave'

April. 19/01:"1PJ1
April. 24/01-1Oam

April. 19/01-2pm
Kay I/Ol-lO:45am
Jan.26/02-1pa

82F + 76&
7SF + 75B

86F +fJ6H
84F + 748
57F + 4lB

71F + 8BH
70F + 87H

69!' + 98R
6aF + 97H
63F + 90H

5.ammters lane· cave

6. -t:In-c:oJ:keda Cave

.7. "Ya1Rl1ng &1traDce1l cave

8. IIZig-zaga cave

9. IIJ11Iabl.ed Racks" cave

10. IIPers;PPQ1 1iel..l" eave

11. np-8 tl Sink:

12. tIJ.J.me Creek: Rd." Si.Dk

13.~~ cave
"':

April. 12/01-12Doan 74F + 68B
Hay 1/Ol-lO:3OaID 76F + 74B
Jan.26/02-2:15pD. S1P + 41H

April. 24/01-11:35am78F + 768
Jan.26/02-4pD S3F + 39B

April. 12/01-9:3Oam 71F + 64B
April 24/01-10:3Oam.75F + 70H

April. 19/01-j~3OIm 87F + !14H
- APril. 24(oi-S:15pR 85P +, 73B

AprU IO/OI-IOam . 69P + 62ft
May 1/01-9: lOaJD 76F + 688

April. 11/01-10:2Oam72F + 67B
May 1/Ol-8:2OaI1l 69F + 58B
Jan.26/02-10:1Oam 57F + 418

April. lO/Ol-ll:3()am70F + 638

April. lO/Ol-8:3Oam, 68F + 6211

April. 11/Ol-8:45aIIl 69F + 64ft
May 1/Ol-12:45aDa 79F + 76B
Jan.26/02-9:3OaJa 57F + 41H

66F + 94H
65F + 96B
59F.+ 828

72F + 93H
63F + 8gB

73F:'" 88B
72F + 89B

TIF + 87B
79F + 8SH

76F + 97H
74F + 98B

?OF + 96H
7IF + 978
61F + 84H

71F + 658

67F + 77H

73F + 84H
74P +~
60F +-788

* Collection time spent in each feiltm:e. varied fnm 30minntes to 2 ..Ohrs.
aa:m'ding to featm:e size & extent. '
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CAVE BIOLOGY OF TRACT #3 t RANCH AT DEER~
CEDAR PARK, Wll..LJAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS

James R.Reddell

7 Fel>ruary 2002

Twelve caves and sinks have been biologically investigated on Tract #3 of the Ranch at 'Deer
Creek subdivision. Mike Warton collected in all of the features during initial excavation and
exploration. James Reddell and Marcelino Reyes re-con~ in five of the largest caves in May
2001. James Reddell,. Marcelino Reyes, and Mike Wartonretmned to the area on 26 January
2002. The endangered Tooth Cave ground beetle, Rhadine persephone, Was found in Discovery
Well Cave on the last date; but two other caves appear to contain habitat for this species and
should probably be re-studied under different conditions. Of special note is the presen~ of
troglobitic salamanders of the genus Eurycea' in Hunter"s Lane Cave. No specimens 'could be
collected but1his is probably an undescribed speci~.

The presence ofRhodine persephone in DiscoveryWe~ Cave provides stronger evidence that
this species will also be found in other caves on the property. DiscoveryW~Huuter's l:..ane. and
Uncorked Caves are clearly strocturaRy connected even if human connections are not posslole .
and all should be considered habitat for the endatigered ground beetle. A ~cord by Horizon
Environmental of Rhadine persephone in Persimmon Well Cave bas not been verified by
eXamination ofspecimens, but the presence ofRhadine new species indicates that it likely ocems
there and this cave should probably also be considered habitat for the endangered ground beetle~

Discovery Well Cave

.Collections were made in the cave on 19 April 2001 by Mike Warton, on 1 May 2001 by
James Reddell and Marcelino Reyes, and on 26 January 2002. On the latter date the endangered
Tooth Cave ground beetl~ Rhadine persephone, was fbund The following temperature and
humidity readings were taken in January. These readings are as fonows: ·surface temperature .
(57.5° F):J stJl'fiu:e humidity (41%); end ofcave temperatUre (630 F), end ofcave humidity (900A.).
The following is a:61una. list: _

Harve$tmen= L!Jtolnmum townsendit (trogloxene)
Millipedes: Cambala speobia (1roglobite)

Speodesmus sp. (troglobite)
Insects: Insecta Iatvae undetermined (accidenta1)
Cave crickets: Ceuthophilus (Ceuthophilus) new species B (troglaxene)

CeuthophiJus (Ceuthophilus) secretus (trogioxene)
Ground beetles: Rhadtne new species (troglobite)

Rhadine persephone (troglobite)
Clifffrog: Syrrhophus marnocki (trogloxene)

F-8 Sink
\)

Mike Warton collected in this small feature on 10 April 2001. The only fauna present were
roaches (BJatauia undetermined).



­. -

Grassy Grove Sink. ._

llis small feature does not appear to have habitat for troglobites. Mike Warton collected in
this small feature on 13 April 2001. The following is a fauna list:

Terrestrial isopods: Oniscoidea undetermined
Centipedes: Lithobiomorpha undetennined
:Millipedes: Diplopoda undetermined (accidental)

Hole in the Draw Cave

This small cave does not appear to have habitat fortroglobites. Mike Warton collected in it on
12 April 200I. The following is a fauna list:

Spiders: Araneae undetermined
Cave crickets: Ceuthophilus (Geotettix) cunicularis (troglophile)

Hunter's Lane Cave

This·cave appears to potentially have habitat for Rhadine persephone. Two terrestrial and two
aquatic" troglobites were present Collections were made in the cave in April 2001 by Mike
Warton, on 1 May 2001 by James Reddell and Marcelino Reyes, on 26 JanuaIY 2092 by James
Reddell, Marcelino Reyes, and Mike Warton, and on 1 Febroary 2002 by lam~ Reddell and
Marcelino Rayes. The <:aye was too cold and dry in January and February to have tI98lobites. The
following temperature and humidity readings were taken in January:,~temperai;uIe (57.50

F), surface humidity (41%); temperature at end of cave (590 F), humidity at end of cave (82%).
A Eurycea salamander was seen in January, but none were noted in February. A very bard cold
front had passed through a few days earlier and the water was extremely cold. It is assumed that
1he salamanders had letxeated ~way :from the cave -entrance. The following is a fiwna list:

Flatworms: 1Sphalloplana spa (troglobite) .
Snails: Gastropoda undetermined (empty shell)
Spiders: Araneae undetermined
Harvestmen: Letobunum townsendti (trogloxene)
Millipedes: Diplopoda undetermined

Cambala speobia (troglobite)
S~odesmus spa (troglobite)

Cave crickets: Ceuthopht/us (Ceuthophilus) secretus (trogloxene)
Salamande.rs: Eurycea ?new species (troglobite)

Jumbled Rocks Cave

This small cave does not appear to have habitat for troglobites. Collections were made in the
cave on 10 April 2001 by Mike Warton and on 1 May 200~ by James Reddell and Marcelino
Reyes. The following is a fauna list:

Terrestrialjsopods: Oniscoidea undetermined
Spiders: i\raneae undetermined
Harvestmen: LeioInmum townsendit (trogloxene)
Millipedes: Diplopoda undetermined
Springtails: Collembola undetermined
Cave crickets: Ceuthophilus (Ceuthophilus) 3ecretus (trogloxene)
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Rove beetles: Staphylinidae genus and species
Flies: Diptera undetermined
Mosquitoes: Culicidae genus and species (trogloxene)

Lime Creek Road Sink

This small feature does not appear to have habitat for trogl~bites. Mike Warton collected in the .
sink on 10 April 2001. The following is a fauna list:

Centipedes: Lithobiomorpha undetermined
Scutigeridae genus and species

Millipedes: Diplopoda undetennined

Persimmon Well Cave

This cave contains three troglobites and may be ·habitat for Rhadine persephone. CoJ1ections
were made in the cave on 11 April 2001 by Mike Warton, on 1 Ma.y 2001 by James Reddell and
Marcelino Reyes, and on 26 January 2002 by James Redd~ll, Marcelino Reyes, and Mike Wartnn.
The cave was too cold and dry in January to contain troglobites and only cave crickets were
found. The following temperature and humidity readingc; were taken in Ja.nwuy: surfiJce
temperature (570 F), surfuce humidity (41%), temperature at end of cave (610 F), humidity at
end ofcave (84%). The following is a &una list:

Terrestrial isopods: Oniscoidea undetermined
Spiders: Araneae undetermined

Ctcur/na (Cicu.rella) sp. (troglobite)
Harvestmen: Leiobunum townsendit (trogloxene)
Millipedes: Camba/Q speobia (troglobite)
Cave crickets: Ceuthophilus (Ceuthophilus) new species B (trogloxene)

CeuthophiJus (Geotetttx) cuniculorls (troglophile) .
Ground beetles: Rhadine new species (troglobite)

Uncorked Cave

The presence of two troglobites in the cave indicates that this could be habitat for Rhadine
persephone. Collections were made in the cave on 24 April 2001~ and on 26 January 2002 by
James Reddell, Marcelino Reyes) and Mike Warton. The cave cold and dry in lanuazy and the
only fauna. found were mosquitoes, cave crickets, and an accidental spider.The following is a
fuuna list

Spiders: Cicurino (Cicurella) sp. (troglebite)
Lycosidae genus and species (accidental)

Subtemmean silverfish: Texoreddellia sp. (troglobite)
Cave crickets: Ceuthophtlus (Ceuthophilus) new species B (trogloxene)
Beetles: Coleoptera. undetermined (accidental) .
Mosquitoes: Culicidae genus and species (trogloxene)

\:i

3



Understory Cave . ~

This cave does not appear to contain habitat for Rhadine Persephone. Collections were mad.e
in the cave on 11 April 2001 by Mike Warton and on 1 May 2001 by lames Reddell and
Marcelino Reyes. The following is a fiw.na list:

Terrestrial isopods.: Oniscoidea undetermined
Spiders: Araneae undetermined

Ctcurina (Cicurella) sp. (troglobite)
Harvestmen: Leiobunum townsendti (trogloxene)
Springtails: Collembola undetermined
Cave crickets: Ceuthophtlus (Ceuthophilus) new species B (trogloxene)

Ceuthophilus (Ceuthophtlus) secretus'(trogloxene)
Rove beetles: Staphylinidae genus and species
Mosquitoes: Culicidae genus and species (trogloxene)

Ya~ning ~trance Cave

This. small cave does not appear to contain habitat for Rhadine persephone. Mike Warton
collected in the cave in April 2001. The following is a fauna list:

Spiders: Amneae undetermined
Cave crickets: Ceuthophtlus (Ceuthophilus) new species B (trogloxene)

Zig-Zag Cave

This small cave does not appear to contain habitat for Rhadine 'persephone. Mike Warton
collected in the cave.on 19 April 2001. The only fiuma found was a centipede of the faniily
Scutigeridae.

\;
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EXAMPLE MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST
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Date: -----------
Discovery WeD Preserve
Maintenance Checklist

1. Check integrity of exterior fencing.
a. Indicate damage to exterior fencelgatellock.

b. Describe evidence of unauthorized entry into preserve.

2. Check each cave for signs of unauthorized entry.
a. Check cave gates for evidence of tampering (if applicable).

b. Describe evidence of unauthorized entry into caves.

3. Observe the area for evidence of destructive animal use.
a. Record presence of fire ant mounds in preserve, especially near caves.

b. Note damage from wild hogs or other large mammals.

4. Note maintenance perfonned (including removal of trash).

5. Note additional maintenance (including refuse removal) recommended.

Don't/orget to lock upl
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a55*I Texas Department of Transportation
DEWrrr C. GREER STATE HIGHWAY BLDG. -125 E. 11TH STREET. AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-24830 (512) 463-8585

February 18, 2003

Robert T. Pine
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200
Austin, Texas 78758

Reference: SH 45 Karst CC?nservation Summary Report

Dear Mr. Pine:

The Texas Turnpike Authority Division (ITA) of the Texas Department of Transportation is
pleased to submit the attached Karst Conservation Summary Report in accordance with item 1
under the terms and conditions of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (the Service's) Biological
Opinion dated February 21, 2001, and subsequent correspondence dated August 2, 2002. ITA
requests the Service's prompt review and approval of the report to ensure effective stewardship
of affected endangered species habitats associated with the SH 45 project.

Please contact me at (512) 225-1351 with any comments or questions regarding the report. We
look forward to continuing our partnership with the Service to foster endangered species
conservation throughout central Texas.

Sincerely,

(original signed by Stacey Benningfield)

Stacey Benningfield
Environmental Program Manager
Texas Turnpike Authority Division

Attachment

cc: Robert Daigh, Texas Turnpike Authority
Brett Jackson, Federal Highway Administration

An Equal Opponunity Employer
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State Highway 45
From Anderson Mill Road to PM 685

Travis and Williamson Counties

Karst Conservation Summary Report

1.0 PROJECT AND CONSULTATION SUMMARY

Background

In June 2000, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Texas Turnpike
Authority Division (TTA) of the Texas Department of Transportation completed work on
an environmental impact statement (EIS) for proposed State Highway (SH) 45 in Travis
and Williamson Counties, Texas. The limits of the SH 45 project presented in the EIS
extend from Anderson Mill Road, just west of U.S. Highway 183 in Williamson County, to
Fann-to-Market Road (PM) 685 in northeast Travis County - a distance of approximately
15 miles. In February 2001, FHWA issued a record of decision completing the
environmental study and public involvement phase of project development.

The SH 45 project was developed in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969, Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implementing the
Procedqral Provisions of NEPA (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA Environmental Impact and
Related Procedures (23 CPR Part 771), TTA Environmental Review and Public
Involvement Rules (43 TAC Chapter 52), and other related federal and state requirements
including Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended.

Consultation Summary

In December 2000, FHWA and ITA prepared a biological assessment (1) describing the
proposed SH 45 project; (2) discussing the biology and distribution of federally listed
species in the project vicinity that are afforded protection under the ESA; and (3)
detennining the potential effect of the proposed project on ESA protected species. On
December 14, 2000, the biological assessment was transmitted to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (the "Service") by letter requesting initiation of formal consultation under
Section 7 of the ESA. Formal consultation was initiated on December 22, 2000.

Although Travis and Williamson Counties are home to a number of listed species, only
one - the Bone Cave Harvestman (Texella reyesi) - was determined to be impacted by the
proposed action.

On February 21, 2001, the Service issued a final biological opinion (BO) to FHWA and
TTA for the proposed SH 45 project. A major component of the BO is the Incidental Take
Statement (the "Statement") which allows the incidental take (i.e. harm., harassment,
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wounding, killing, etc. incidental to the otherwise lawful implementation of the proposed
action) of the endangered species under tenus of the ESA, provided such taking is in
compliance with the terms and conditions of the Statement. By letter dated August 2,
2002, the Service modified its BO to allow FHWA and ITA greater flexibility in
satisfying the reasonable and prudent measures identified in the BO.

2.0 REASONABLE AND PRUDENT MEASURES

The BO, as originally issued, included as a reasonable and prudent measure, the
establishment ot· an approximately 160-acre karst preserve (the specific location and
configuration of which was depicted in the BA). The BO further provided that the karst
preserve is to be established and dedicated for karst conservation before any construction
or land clearing activities occur on SH 45 within karst zones 1 or 2. Karst zones 1 and 2
are geographic areas delineated by George Veni & Associates (1992) that are known to
contain or likely to contain endangered cave species. The August 2, 2002, letter from the
Service modified this reasonable and prudent measure to allow FHWA and ITA a menu of
options to satisfy their conservation obligations. Three options were identified - any of
which could be employed to satisfy this reasonable and prudent measure. These options are
(1) acquire, establish and dedicate the 160-acre preserve identified in the BA; (2) acquire,
establish and dedicate an approximately 160-acre preserve at a "biologically equivalent
site, approved by the Service", or (3) establish an approximately 30-acre preserve (being
that pOltion of the originally proposed preserve already acquired for this purpose) plus
purchase credits equivalent to 4 high quality caves containing Bone Cave harvestmen and
about 129 acres, from a Service-approved karst conservation bank.

After reviewing their options, FHWA and 1'1'A elected to pursue the third option. Under
the two-pronged approach FHWA and 1'1'A will establish an approximately 30-acre
preserve (hereinafter referred to as Chaos Cave Karst Preserve) and will purchase karst
conservation credits from a karst conservation bank approved by the Service. This Karst
Mitigation Summary RepOlt, serves to document FHWA's and ITA's actions toward
satisfying the terms and conditions of the BO (relating to the above described reasonable
and prudent measure) and it also contains a management plan (see Section 4.0) for the
approximately 30-acre Chaos Cave Karst Preserve.

3.0 PURCHASE OF CONSERVATION CREDITS

On December 14, 2002, the Service and the Williamson County Karst Conservation
Foundation (the Foundation) entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOD)
establishing a conservation bank for WiJliamson County and other entities needing to
offset impacts of their projects. Under the umbrella of the newly-created karst
conservation bank, Williamson County has purchased property containing 4 high quality
caves (harboring Bone Cave harvestmen) including about 129 acres, and has offered to sell
to FHWA and TTA credits that may be applied toward the SH 45 project. According to
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their letter dated August 2, 2002, the Service has reviewed the site (located near the future
Williamson County Regional Park in the Georgetown KFR) and has determined that
purchase of these credits would satisfy the reasonable and prudent measure established in
the BO, as amended.

Although the MOD between the Service and the Foundation has been executed, as of the
date of this report, the Williamson County Karst Conservation Bank is not yet fully
operational. Since purchase of the necessary credits is required prior to any construction or
land clearing activities for SH 45 in karst zones 1 or 2, ITA and the Service signed an
agreement dated December 18, 2002, to jointly establish an escrow account to serve as a
repository of the funds until such time as the bank is fully operational. On January 6, 2003,
$3.8 million was deposited into tile escrow account where it will be held until such time as
the Foundation is prepared to receive the payment.

4.0 CHAOS CAVE KARST PRESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Chaos Cave Karst Preserve

Chaos Cave Karst Preserve is located adjacent to (future) SH 45 in southern Williamson
County, Texas. The approximately 30-acre preserve was purchased in 2002 specifically
for the purpose of establishing a karst preserve to partially fulfill the reasonable and
prudent measures recommended by the Service for impacts to Bone Cave harvestmen that
may be associated with SH 45.

The limitsllocation of Chaos Cave Karst Preserve are shown in Figure 1 of this document.
A detailed assessment of the preliminary karst investigations associated with the SH 45
project, including those features located within the boundaries of the Chaos Cave Karst
Preserve, can be found in the report Search and Preliminary Hydrogeologic and Biological
Assessment of Caves and Karst Features Along the Proposed State Highway 45,
Williamson County, Texas (Veni 2000) attached as Appendix A to the BA.

Endangered Species Recovery Criteria

The recovery plan for the Bone Cave harvestman calls for the protection of at least three
karst fauna areas (KFAs) (if at least three exist) within each karst fauna region (KFR) in
the species' range in order to downlist the species (USFWS 1994). Geologic continuity,
hydrology and disuibution of rare obligate cave-dwelling species are assessed to delineate
KFRs. A KFA is defined as "an area known to support one or more locations with a listed
species and is distinct in that it acts as a system that is separated from other katst fauna
areas by geologic and hydrologic features and/or processes that create barriers to the
movement of water, contaminants, and trogJobitic fauna." The purpose of protecting at
least three KFAs is to provide a margin of safety against any unanticipated catastrophic
event(s) which could lead to the extinction of the protected species within one or more
KFAs.
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Of the six KFRs in which Bone Cave harvestmen occurs, only four have more than three
KFAs that are known to be occupied by the species. These KFRrs are the Jollyville
Plateau, McNeil/Round Rock, Georgetown, and North Williamson County KFRs.
Therefore, the recovery objectives for these KFRs are to protect at least three of the KFAs
within each of these KFRs. The other two KFRs in which the species occurs are Cedar
Park and Central Austin, each with only one KFA occupied; therefore, to meet recovery
objectives, all KFAs within these two KFRs must be protected (USFWS 1994).

A protected KFA is one containing sufficient contiguous karst and surface area to maintain
the karst ecosystem's integrity. The size and configuration must adequately maintain
moist, humid conditions, air flow, and stable air temperatures. Additionally, it must
maintain an adequate nutrient supply, prevent or control the invasion of exotic species (e.g.
fire ants), and allow the movement of karst fauna and nutrients through the interstitial
space between karst features (USFWS 1994). It must also offer protection against
contamination of the surface and ground water entering the karst ecosystem. The Chaos
Cave Karst Preserve would be the first karst preserve in the McNeilJRound Rock KFR.

Management Plan Goals

The implementation of the management plan for the Chaos Cave Karst Preserve is
intended to be a long-term, dynamic undertaking. To provide a foundation for the
management measures and to construct a framework for measuring success of the plan, the
following goals have been developed.

The goals of the management plan are:

• Provide for the conservation and, if needed, enhancement of the karst eco·system within
the Chaos Cave Karst Preserve,

• Implement and integrate management measures (including adaptive management) for
the protection of the Bone Cave harvestman,

• Monitor the Bone Cave harvestman population on the preserve, and

• Establish a maintenance plan for the management of the Chaos Cave Karst Preserve in
perpetuity.

These goals are intended to fulfill the tenns and conditions relating to the karst preserve in
the Service's Biological Opinion, as amended, for SH 45. A description of the terms and
conditions relating to the creation of this karst preserve can be found in the Biological
Opinion, as amended.
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4.1 Biological Overview

The following is a brief description of the karst habitat and the biology of the Bone Cave
Harvestman. A more detailed discussion can be found in the Biological Opinion for SH 45
issued February 21,2001, or il). the Recovery Plan for Endangered Karst Invertebrates in
Travis and Williamson Counties, Texas (USFWS 1994).

Habitat Description

The surface geology of the Chaos Cave Karst Preserve has been identified as Edwards
Limestone (Veni 2000). The area is relatively level and is drained by Lake Creek. The
vegetation is characterized as juniper/oak woodland with a few very small areas of open
grassland.

The karst investigations for SH 45 identified eight karst features that occur within the
Chaos Cave Karst Preserve. The locations of these features are shown in Figure 1. Two of
these features were identified as caves containing the endangered Bone Cave harvestman.
These caves are Chaos Cave and Under the Fence Sink (note: Under the Fence Sink occurs
along the eastern property line but the cave entrance is primarily on the preserve side of the
fence). According to Veni (2000), Chaos Cave is the most biologically significant cave in
the preserve area and contains a very large population of Bone Cave Harvestmen. One
other cave, Poison Ivy Cave, was identified as likely to contain the species and will be
further investigated as part of the implementation of the preserve management plan.
Feature 74K has potential to open up to a cave and will also be investigated as part of the
development and management of the preserve. Veni described Feature 75K as being a
point of potential recharge to the aquifer but otherwise had no known biological
significance. Rather Gaping Pit was described by Veni as having minor hydrologic
significance and little potential to contain habitat for endangered invertebrate species. The
other two features (78K and 79K) are fractures that may be important to Chaos Cave and
Poison Ivy Cave.

Bone Cave Harvestman

Biology

The Bone Cave harvestman is a pale orange, blind, long-legged harvestman with a body
length ranging from 1.41 to 2.67 millimeters (mm), and leg lengths of 6.10 to 11.79 mm.
The body is finely wrinkled, the eye mound conical and retina "is absent. Although adults
are pale orange, juveniles appear white to yellowish-white. This species is similar in
appearance to its closest relative, the Bee Creek Cave harvestman (Texella reddelli), but is
distinguished by its lack of retinas and its color. Some of these features can be observed in
the field, but species confrrmation requires microscopic evaluation of a preserved adult by
a qualified systematist (USFWS 1994).
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Bone Cave harvestmen are troglobitic, meaning they spend their entire Ii ves underground.
Troglobites have, among other subterranean adaptations, small or absent eyes and
elongated appendages. Although their life cycles are completed underground, troglobites
are dependent upon the surface for moisture and nutrient input. Like other troglobites,
Bone Cave harvestmen prey upon microarthropods. This species is particularly sensitive
to drying, requiring very moist, humid conditions. Individuals are generally found beneath
large rocks within caves, but are occasionally seen walking about moist cave floors. As
smaller caves warm up and become drier during the hottest part of the summer, individuals
may retreat to only the coolest, dampest areas in the caves or interstitial spaces in the karst
extending beyond the cave.

Distribution

Bone Cave harvestmen are found in six KFRs in the Austin area. These KFRs are the
Jollyville Plateau, McNeil/Round Rock, Georgetown, North Williamson County, Cedar
Park and Central Austin KFRs. The limited distributions and low reproductive rates of
troglobites, combined with ecological specialization, contribute to the vulnerability of
these invertebrates to habitat destmction, fire ant infestation, and other threats.

Protection

No karst preserves have yet been eSlabUshed within the McNeil/Round Rock KFR. Chaos
Cave Karst Preserve will be the first karst preserve, to date, in Williamson County. Only
four caves containing the Bone Cave harvestman have been preserved, all of which ·are in
Travis County (USFWS 2001b).

4.2 Management Plan

A management plan should describe in detail all of the necessary actions associated with
the acquisition, management (including adaptive management), and monitoring of a karst
preserve, in perpetuity, including responsible parties, time frames, and funding
mechanisms. Prior to any construction activities related to the proposed SH 45 project
within karst zones 1 and 2, the karst preserve must be acquired and the management plan
approved by the Service. This document describes the conditions for establishment and
management of the Chaos Cave Karst Preserve.

Administration

Responsible Party: Texas Turnpike Authority Di vision (ITA) of the Texas Department of
Transportation. Transfer of ownership and/or administration of the Chaos Cave Karst
Preserve from TTA to another entity may be done only with the approval of the Service.

Acquisition: Fee Simple
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Time Frames: Acquisition of the two tracts that constitute the Chaos Cave Karst Preserve
was completed in June 2002. Implementation of the management plan will begin prior to
the initiation of construction of SH 45 west of Rattan Creek. The management activities of
the preserve are outlined in the following discussion. The initial phase (Phase 1) will
begin with the approval of this management plan by the Service. This phase will include
additional studies and the development of recommended management measures. The next
phase (Phase 2) will include implementation of management measures and monitoring
during construction of SH 45. Some overlap between Phase 1 and Phase 2 is anticipated.
The last phase (phase 3) is the long-term management of the preserve. Adaptive
management may be implemented at any point during Phase I, 2, or 3 and must be agreed
upon by both the Service and TTNFHWA or any future conservator of the preserve.
Table 1 shows the timeline for the implementation of management activities.

Reporting:
A status report will be prepared by TTA annually, unless otherwise approved by the
Service, until the management and/or ownership of the preserve is transferred to a different
entity, at which time the new managing entity will prepare the annual reports. At a
minimum, annual reporting will continue at least two years after completion of
construction. Reporting requirements may then be reduced if adjacent properties remain
undeveloped (resulting in stable baseline conditions) and if approved by the Service.

Funding:
TTA will be responsible for costs associated with the management of the Chaos Cave
Karst Preserve as long as the preserve is under TTNTxDOT ownership. Any transfer of
ownership will be subject to Service approval and be contingent upon the receiving entity
assuming responsibility for the requirements of the management plan and providing funds
for any outstanding obligations as well as future management.

Karst Investigations

Previous investigations on the Chaos Cave Karst Preserve tract were performed as part of
the SH 45 project planning. These efforts focused primarily on the proposed SH 45
alternative aligmnents and immediately adjacent areas (generally within 500 feet).
Consequently, some karst features on the tract were identified but not fully investigated.

During the previous investigations, two caves on the preserve tract were identified as
containing the endangered Bone Cave harvestman (Chaos Cave and Under the Fence
Sink). One other cave, Poison Ivy Cave, was identified as likely to contain the species but
has not been adequately surveyed during the previous work. Karst feature 74K was
identified as potentially opening up to a cave. As part of Phase 1 of this management plan,
all three caves will be biologically surveyed (again). During Phase I, feature 74K will be
investigated and will be biologically surveyed if it is determined to contain suitable habitat.
The locations of all karst features identified on the preserve, including GPS coordinates,
will be verified and/or resurveyed during Phase 2 as part of the preparation of a detailed
map of the preserve tract. Phase 2 will also include annual biological surveys of all three
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Table 1
CHAOS CAVE KARST PRESERVE

MANAGE1\1ENT PLAN Th1PLEMENTATION TIMELINE

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

(SH45
Canst
begins)

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 Post Canst
Activity (freq)

Annual Report (ongoing) • A • A A 1 yr

Biological Survey - All Three • A • • • .....
Caves"
Karst Feature 74K AInvestiaation

Detailed Preserve Map A

Cave Cricket Survey A....• • *** • 3yr

Mammal Survey A • • 3 yr

Fence Preserve Boundary •Adjacent to SH 45 ROW
Access Restriction Evaluation •- All Three Caves"
Access Restriction Implemen- Atation - All Three Caves·
Vegetation Survey - Initial Site AAssessment
Vegetation Management- ARecommendations
Vegetation Management -

as recommended and/or as neededImplementation

Vegetation Monitoring A A 3 yr

Fire Ant Survey At At At .t At At

Fire Ant Management as recommended and/or as needed

Routine Maintenance .tt .tt .tt .tt ... tt • tt

Adaptive Management as recommended and/or as needed

.. Chaos Cave, Under the Fence Sink, and Poison Ivy Cave (if Poison Ivy Cave contains listed
species). This may also include 74K if it is found to harbor Bone Cave harvestmen.

- Annual biological surveys will continue for two years follOWing construction. After two years,
surveys will be conducted every three years unless otherwise approved by the Service.

***Cave cricket surveys will occur twice per year during the first two years.
t Fire ant surveys will occur twice per year or more often if warranted.
tt Routine maintenance will be performed quarterly.
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caves (and karst feature 74K if found to contain listed species) to monitor any effects of the
roadway construction. Annual surveys will extend a minimum of two years into Phase 3.
At this point, biological surveys for the listed species will occur every three years unless
the Service approves less frequent surveying.

Surveys for listed species should always be done at the same time of year (within 30 days)
during the spring (March through June) or fall (September through December). A number
of set sampling stations for repeated surveying should be established within each cave and
delineated 011 each respective cave's map.

Monitoring in all caves with listed species will include, but not be limited to:

1. all vertebrates and invertebrates, alive or dead, including all troglobites,
troglophiles, trogloxenes, and accidental species;

2. quantities for each species (approximations may be made for very abundant
species);

3. microhabitat descriptions and locations (maps and descriptions) within the cave
of each listed species;

4. types (identified as specifically as possible) and approximate quantities of other
organic matter including leaf litter, fungus, feces, bones;

5. signs of mammal or other trogloxene or accidental vertebrates (for example,
scratch marks, middens, nesting materials, shed skins); and

6. temperature and humidity within the cave at the time of the survey.

Results will be included in the annual report.

Access Restriction/Caye Gating

Vandalism and damage by novice cavers is a common cause of karst habitat degradation in
urban settings. A common response to this problem is to gate and lock the cave entrance.
However, since the Chaos Cave Karst Preserve is in a semi-undeveloped area and since
cave gating may have unintended adverse effects, the need for access restriction measures
will be evaluated. Subsequently, gating will be utilized only as a last resort.

The caves identified in Section 4.1 (Chaos Cave, Under the Fence Sink, Poison Ivy Cave,
and 74K if it opens up to a cave) will be evaluated during Phase 1 for the
application/construction of access restriction measures by a qualified karst geologist and
recommendations will be made to the Service for concurrence. Fencing around the cave
openings, or clusters of openings, will be the preferred method of access restriction. If
fencing is not feasible or advisable, another form of access restriction will be
recommended (e.g., gating). Measures to allow movement of small animals in and around
each opening will also be included. Installation of the access restriction measures will
occur in conjunction with the roadway construction activities (phase 2). If access to the
cave appears to be a threat to the species or its habitat in the future (Phase 3), access
restriction measures may be reevaluated at that time.
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During Phase 1, prior to roadway construction (or staging) west of Rattan Creek, 'ITA will
install a chain-link fence along the preserve boundary adjacent to the SH 45 right-of-way.
Gated access will be provided from the SH 45 right-of-way. During construction, the
remainder of the perimeter will be fenced, where necessary. Interior fencing
specifications, if needed for access restriction, will be developed by 'ITA.

Cave Cricket Survey

Cave cricket surveys will OCClli" twice during Phase 1 in the spring and fall. The initial
survey will be completed prior to construction or other ground disturbing activity adjacent
to the main body (heavily wooded portion) of the preserve. During Phase 2, cave cricket
surveys will be performed twice (in spring and fall) in 2004 and once in 2006. In Phase 3,
biological surveys for cave crickets will occur once every three years, unless the Service
approves less frequent surveying.

Because cave crickets tend to hide within inaccessible areas of caves and may migrate to
different areas of a cave during the day or during a single survey event (particularly when
disturbed by a surveyor), cave crickets will be counted as they emerge from the cave at
night. Counts will begin at sunset and continue for two hours. Surveys will be conducted
in the vicinity of caves with listed species (Chaos Cave, Under-the-fence Cave, and
possibly Poison Ivy Cave) at the same time of year (within 30 days) during the spring
and/or fall when temperatures are between 40°F and lOO°F and relative humidity is greater
than 80 percent at the time the counts are conducted. Notations will be made regarding
current weather, surface temperature and relative humidity; recent weather events in the
previous week (e.g., rain or lack thereof, unusual temperatures, tornadoes); and cuo·em
weather trends (e.g., drought). Cave cricket surveys performed during Phase 2 and Phase 3
will be compared to the baseline (Phase 1) data. Results of these surveys will be included
in the annual report.

Mammal Survey

Some mammals that provide nutrient input into karst ecosystems are also predators of
insects and other fauna and thus may potentially become a threat at higher densities. These
include raccoons, mice (Peromyscus spp.), opossums, and skunks. Domestic and feral cats
and dogs and rats and mice associated with human habitation may also impact native
animal communities. Monitoring prior to construction or other ground-disturbing activity
west of Rattan Creek is needed to establish baseline densities of mammals in the preserve.

During Phase 1 and Phase 2, mammal surveys will be performed every two years by a
qualified wildlife biologist for small to medium-sized mammals. In Phase 3, the preserve
will be monitored every three years unless the Service approves less frequent surveying.

MonitOring should occur at the same time each year (within 30 days) and will include
current weather, surface temperature and relative hmnidity; moon phase; recent weather
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events in the previous week (e.g., rain or lack thereof, unusual temperatures, tornadoes);
and current weather trends (e.g., drought). Biologists will also document other field
indicators of the presence of mammals within the preserve. Small mammal trapping will
be conducled and will consist of approximately 90 lrap-nights set at 3D-foot intervals in
linear transects within the preserve. MonitOJing during Phase 2 and Phase 3 will be
compared to Phase 1 results to detect population trends. ITA may adjust mammal survey
protocols at any time, if the results are deemed inadequate or as necessary as a part of
adaptive management. Results wiJJ be included in the annual report.

Vegetation Survey

Surface vegetation is important to karst habitats because biological activity and nutrient
input to the subsurface are closely associated with surface conditions. The stllface
conditions can also affect water quality and indicate the potential for fire ant infestation.
Phase 1 will include a site assessment to characterize the overall vegetation community in
April 2003. A species list wiJJ be developed according to structure category (canopy,
subcanopy, herbaceous layer). Pilot nested-p.lot techniques or comparable techniques
approved by the Service will be used to coustruct and examine species-area curves to
determine sampling intensity needed. Data collected in this mostly wooded preserve will
include density, dominance, importance, reproductive profile (size classes), and degree of
openness of canopy. In addition to non-native species, invasive species associated with
disturbance and livestock grazing/browse pressure will also be assessed. Perimeters of
woodland and grassland patches will be delineated using aerial photography, ground­
truthing, and GIS software to produce a vegetation map for subsequent monitoring. A
separate report of the survey results will be prepared within 6 months following the initial
assessment with recommendations for enhancement ancl/or management of the vegetation
community.

During Phase 2, vegetation monitoring will be conducted in 2005 and 2007 to monitor the
effectiveness of enhancement/management activities ancl/or changes from the baseline
conditions. In Phase 3, vegetation monitoring will occur every three years unless the
Service approves less frequent sw·veying. Vegetation monitoring will include monitoring
of canopy, sub-canopy, and herbaceous species as described above. Future vegetative
conditions will be compared to the baseline vegetation survey to appraise the current
condition of the karst preserve, and any adaptive management measures needed will be
assessed at that time. All vegetative assessments and monitoring will be performed by a
qualified botanist. Results will be included in the annual report.

Fire Ant Management

Red imported fire ants (RIFA) have been shown to be a key factor in karst habitat
degradation. The main concern in fire ant control in karst areas is the effect on non-target
species. For this reason, pesticide use is not recommended within 164 feet of the footprint
of any known karst feature. The most commonly recommended measure for RIFA control
is the application of boiling water or steam. One to 4 gallons of boiling or near boiling
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water, with an optional 1-2 teaspoons of detergent added, may be poured directly onto the
mounds. If use of bait is determined necessary, protocols will be recommended and
approved by the Service. Since the existence and/or extent of RIFA infestation on the
Chaos Cave Karst Preserve is not known, an investigation of the presence of RIFA mounds
will be made.

During Phase I of this plan, two intensive surveys for the presence of RIFA will be
performed, one of which will occur prior to construction or other ground disturbing
activity adjacent to the preserve boundary. Because fire ants do not maintain their mounds
during the summer, making them more difficult to see, but begin rebuilding them as soon
as rains and cooler temperatures return, monitoring surveys should be done in the spring
and fall. During these surveys, mound density within 164 feet of the entrance of Chaos
Cave, Under-the-fence Cave, Poison Ivy Cave, and Rather Gaping Pit will be calculated to
determine the level of infestation and the effOlt needed to treat these mounds with boiling
water. Throughout the remainder of the preserve, mounds will be counted within 20-foot
wide belt transects to estimate density and determine effort needed for application of
boiling water or small amounts of fire ant bait.

Fire ant treatment will be implemented within 30 days, unless RIFA mounds are detected
within 33 feet of any karst feature, in which case treatment will occur within 15 days. An
increase in the frequency of fire ant control will be required if either of the following
conditions are met during any survey: (1) fire ant densities are greater than 40 mounds per
acre, or (2) there are greater than 40 mounds within 164 feet (the approximate cricket
foraging radius) of the entrance of any karst feature that harbors the Bone Cave harvestman
or cave crickets (Chaos Cave, Under-the-fence Cave, Poison Ivy Cave, and Rather Gaping
Pit). The frequency of fire ant control must increase until the density of fire ant mounds
declines below the previously described indices.

During Phase 2 and Phase 3, the preserve will be surveyed twice per year for the presence
of RIFA and appropriate treatments will be applied. During these surveys, particular
attention will be paid to the preserve perimeter, especially along SH 45, and any observed
disturbed areas. Results of these surveys wiII be included in the annual report.

Construction Management

Within karst zones 1 and 2, the roadway has been designed to di vert drainage away from
all known karst features and through the best available storm water runoff sedimentation
and filtration basins and hazardous materials traps to provide for nondegradation of water
quality runoff from SH 45. During construction in Phase 1 and Phase 2, a karst geologist
will monitor all construction activities in karst zones 1 and 2 to ensure any unknown caves
that may be encountered during construction are identified and it is determined whether
listed species may be present. These measures will ensure that impacts to the Bone Cave
harvestman or other listed species do not surpass the levels authorized by the incidental
take statement issued in the Service's BO.
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Routine Maintenance

Routine maintenance of the preserve will be done at least quarterly. Routine maintenance
will include checking all fences, gates, and locks within the preserve and along the
perimeter of the preserve for signs of damage or trespassing.

Adaptive Management

Adaptive management measures may be implemented at any time throughout the life of the
preserve if it is determined that the goals of the management plan are not being met or
management or monitoring activities are detennined to be ineffective in conserving the
Bone Cave harvestman. Adaptive management measures may be recommended by the
Service or ITAIFHWA, or any future conservator of the preserve, and must be agreed
upon by both parties. Conditions which may warrant management adjustments include,
but are not limited to, the following:

• destruction or deterioration of subterranean habitat (which could be due to a
number of factors including, but not limited to, drying, loss of water inputs, and
point-source and non-point source pollution);

• a single drastic or consistent gradual decline in the number of observed Bone
Cave harvestmen, cave crickets, or other native species that normally inhabit
~c~s; .

• declines in measured relative humidity or increased variation in measured
temperature or shifts from suitable temperatures;

• new information on the biology of the Bone Cave harvestman; or
• evidence of loss of structural integrity of one or more caves such as collapse or

large breakdown in the cave interior or entrance.

Adaptive management options to be considered may include, but are not limited to:

• additional surveys to detennine the root cause of degradation of habitat or
declines of important faunal communities;

• replacement or modification of the karst preserve perimeter fence andlor
installation of interior cave security fencing around specific caves;

• installation, replacement, or repair of cave gates;
• hunting, trapping, or other deer and hog reduction programs;
• vegetation control or plantings to achieve trespass deterrence, runoff control,

improved nutrient input, cave cricket forage, re-establishment of native floral
species, or cave temperature and moisture regulation;

• modification of drainage patterns within and around the karst preserve;
• vegetation management such as thinning of the canopy, removal of selected

individuals, control of exotic species, prescribed fire away from immediate cave
areas, replanting native species that are under-represented, oak wilt control, and
other suitable restoration activities approved by the Service;
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• modifications to fire ant treatments (such as increasing the frequency of
treatments);

• actions to reduce the number of mammalian predators;
• physical reinforcement of a cave(s) or cave entrance(s);
• ·activities that address root causes of poor reproduction of the plant community

or survivorship (such as control of seed predators, browsers, disease, etc); and
• installation of a barner between developed areas and the preserve to prevent,

ameliorate, or deter deleterious impacts from the developed area.

General Conditions

Unpredictable Circumstances

Any circumstances detected in the preserve as potentially detrimental to the management
goals will trigger the need to consult with the Service for advice on adaptive management.
In addition, ITA will report to the Service within 48 hours of detecting any site conditions
or disturbances that pose an immediate risk to the Bone Cave harvestman.

The following measures are general procedures for dealing with foreseeable, but
unpredictable, circumstances that could occur. With respect to these potential
unpredictable circumstances, ITA will undertake such corrective actions in consultation
with the Service, as necessary, to meet the goals of this management plan:

• Vandalism of Caves. If detected, the Service ~ well as local law enforcement
authorities will be promptly notified. Any effects of vandalism will be documented
and then corrected, if possible, in consultation with the Service and within a reasonable
time.

• Stann Damage. Within one week of storm damage, the Service will be notified and
damage will be assessed and documented. Following consultation with the Service,
corrective measures will be implemented promptly and within a reasonable time frame.

• Fire. In the event of a fire, ITA will promptly notify the Service. As soon as
warranted by safety considerations, ITA will assess any impacts and implement
appropriate corrective actions in consultation with the Service. If utilizing a controlled
burn for vegetation management, the Service will be consulted beforehand

• Release of Hazardous Materials. In the event of a release of chemicals, gasoline, oil, or
other hazardous materials within the karst preserve or on the adjacent SH 45 right-of­
way, ITA will immediately notify the Service. As soon as warranted by safety
considerations, ITA will assess any impacts and implement appropriate corrective
actions in consultation with the Service.
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• Activities of Adjacent Landowners or Occupants. In the event that actIVItIes on
adjacent properties threaten or damage the karst preserve (including, but not limited to,
vandalism or trash dumping within the preserve), ITA will assess any impacts and
develop appropriate corrective actions in consultation with the Service.

Other Conditions

• Cattle, other domestic and/or exotic Iivestock, and pets will not be allowed in the
preserve unless approved by the Service and only as part of the preserve management.

• Contaminants such as fertilizers. herbicides, and pesticides will be avoided within the
karst preserve and within 656 feet of the preserve in roadway rights-of-way.

• No new roads, new utilities, or other development including storm water or wastewater
lines, treatment ponds, structures or other facilities are allowed within the karst
preserve boundary unless approved by the Service.

• The operation of motor vehicles within the preserve will be limited to that necessary to
facilitate operation, monitoring, and maintenance of preserve areas.

• No public access will be allowed on the karst preserve including hiking, biking, and
horseback riding unless approved by the Service.
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